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Communication by Sea

Chapter One..

Shipbuilding in Nova Scotia prior to 1749

The continent of North America is, roughly, an inverted tri-
angle in shapé, having as its base the Arctic Circle and its
apex the isthmus of Panama, Geologically it is divided into five
great regions one of which, the Appalachian, comprises the Fast-
ern portion of the entinent. The Appalachian region takes its
name from a range of mountains that, rising in Alabama, continues
Northwards through New\Brunswick, finally losing itself in the
island of Newfoundlanégﬁné $hé North Atlantic. By the close of

the tertiary period, erosion had created the main topographical

formations that today distinguish this region with a rocky and in- |

dented coastline while glaciation, being moderate, changed its
physical characteristics but slightly.' Moderate glaciation, hde
ever, meant also that comparatively small guantities of glacial
drift were left by the receding ice with the result that in this
Fastern area, especially through New Fngland and the Maritime
Provinces, the underlying rock formation has a more marked effect
upon the soil than elsewhere on the continent.”

Geologically the Province of Nova Scotia may be divided
into threelregions;3 the Island of Cape Breton, the Southern or

Atlantic Slope and the Northern Slope, the Northern and Southern

! Canada & Its Provinces, Vol. 9. pp. 28,29,58,64,70-72
4 Ibid.. Volume 14. pp. 5985-621, 639, 644.
3 Forest Conditions in Nova Scotia, Fernow, B.E. pp. 9-12
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glopes belng two areas of equal extent that constitute the main-
land.. The Southern, or Atlantic Slope, of the mainland is loc-
ated on a formetion of granite, quartzites and slate besides
glacial deposits. ©Stretching, in an arc, southwest from Bed-
ford Basin, there lies a large granite formation of some 3000
mquare miles, ending in the interior of the Province at the apex
formed by the Counties of Annapolis, Digby, Yarmouth and Queens,
with smaller areas nearer the coast in Yarmouth County and in
Queen's County.. This granite area, although useless for agri-
cultural purposes, has furnished excellent forest soil and
supports a good forest growth, the thinly covered ridgés of the
district supporting conifirs, mainly fir, the slopes a mixed
growth and the gentler slopes and bases being chiefly spruce and
hemlock. The Eastern area of this Atlantic slope, extending up
into Cumberland and Guysborough Counties, is formed predominately
of quartzite which does not produce good forest soil. Conditions,
therefore,are not favorable for extensive forest areas and barrens
are frequent. Topographically the region is diversified with
hill, dales, lakes and swamps. .

The Northern Slope of the mainland, while topographically
not as diversified as the Southern Slope, geologically is more
complex.. Here the formation is of igneous and metamorphic rocks
and sandstones, coglomerates and limestone, together with some
glacial drift.. The complex formation has produced good and ex-

tensive hardwood growth while the general forest growth?is also

‘Forest Conditions in Nova Scotia, Fernow, B.E,

!Denys: Description & Natural History of Acadia Ganong, Champ-
lain Society, 1908.. pp. 107,108,119,124,150,375-379
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more luxuriant..

The Island of Cape Breton may also be subdivided imto
two parts, the Southern peninsula, an undulating plain and
the Northern peninsula, a high piateau. The composition of the
forest varies although it is predominately fir while climatic
differences are too slight to have effect on the growth ex-
cepﬁ on the higher altitudes of the Northern peninsula. The
forest types, in general, may be classed as mixed broad leaf
and conifirs, grading off to pure stands of mixed conifirs,
stands of a single species being rare and never of large ex-
tent..

Endowed by Nature with abunda-mt forest growth of both con-
ifirs and hardwood, a comparison showing that the varieties
enumerated by Denys'are still naetive to the province although
not in such qguantities, the exception being, perhaps, the White
Oak which has practically disapreared, the Red Oak (quercus
rubra) being the only species of this variety found today in
in any quantity and thén largely in the Western portion of the
Province.

Nova Scotia was thus possessed with great potential wealth
for masting, lumbering and shipbuilding. Geographically also
she was fortunately situated,lying close to the great North
Atlantic fishing banks while strategically her position was
unique, being so placed that she could command the entrance to
the St. Lawrence and the New England coasting trade..

The building of ships as an industry, however, is de-

pendent u%tigately upon profits, real or anticipated.. Nova
enys.. lbid..
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Scotia within its ancient limits that extended North Fastward
from the Penobscot River and bounded by the Gulf of Si,

Lawrence and the Gaspe Coast possesszd the necessary timber and
variety of woods for shipbuilding while her coast line, indented
with safe harbours and sandy coves, offered ideal natural ship-
yards. But not until more than one hundred and fifty years
after her first settlement had begun did shipbuilding as an
industry become prominent for during the long dreary years, first
under French rule and then, after 1713, under the English, her
natural timber resources remained comparatively untouched,
offering little inducement to either capital or to labour.
Shipbullding as an industry, as would be expected, was during
a period extending somewhat roughly from 1604 to 1764 but

sporadic and barely sufficient to cover the exigencies of the
time. |

Shipbuilding, however, as s necessary part of travel and
transportation began early and continued throughout the sub-
sequent history of the province until the end of the Eighteenth
Century when, as an industry, it at last became established.

As early transportation was dependent upon waterways, so also

any transportztion whatsoever was dependent upon ships until the

last half of the Eighteenth Century in Nova Scotia.
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Barly Shipbuilding

In december of the year 1603, Sieur de Monts obtained a
patent from fgnry the Fourth of France and to him was given the
task of planting a seﬁtlement in the lands of La Cadie in re-
turn for a monopoly of the fur trade for ten years.| Vhile pro-
fit was, without doubt, the ultimate aim of the expedition there
seems to have been also an honest desire to settle, convert and
plant organized French institutions in the new country "from
the Fortieth Degree unto the Forty Sixth ... having long since
seen by the report of the ship captains, pilots, merchants and
others who, for many years past, have visitéd, freguented and
trafficked with the various tribes of these parts how fruitful
advantageous and useful to us, our estates and subjects would
be the occupation, possession and colonization thereof." >

The expedition comprised two vessels, one under Captain
Timothy of Havre de Grace with de usonts and Poutrincourt on
board, sailed on the Seventh of March in the year 1€04 the other,
under Captain Morel of Honfleur, following on the Tenth.3 These de-
tails possess a certain significance in that they led to the
construction of the first ship built in America.

In discussing Seventeenth Century ships and shipbuilding
it is necessary to bear in mind the exfremely small size of the
early veséels, the tonnage'of the ships chartered by de Monts
'Lescarbot, History of Wew France. Vol. 2. p. 221.

*1bid. p. 211. '

"Murdock, History of HNova Sgotia.
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serving as an index, being of but one hundred and twenty tons
and one hundred and fifty tons respectively. 1t seems safe to
assume that the vessels of de Monts carried no supplies of lum-
ber, being quite well filled by neccessities and members of
the expedition, the leaders well knowing the vast timber re-
sources of the land to which they were going. Instead, amongst
their numbers, were ship: carpeﬁters, joiners and sailors'one of
whom, Champodore, "was a good carpenter skilled in building
vessgls and careful in fitting them out with everyting needful.”
These men, skillful with the adie, could when necessary build
and equlp small coasting boats such as were used by the hardy'
French fishermen in their annual dangerous fishing voyages.q_
The early boats built in America of which we have record
were apparently either long boats, shallops, pinnsces and snows,
boats usually without decks and from 10 to 20 toqs burden. Al-
though it was an early custom amongst the French shipbuilders
to build their boats under carvel construction, that is, to have
everf frame or rib cut out from a pattern, sometimes none being
put in place upon the keel until all were ready, it seems safe
to say that the early French boat builders in America used clench
work for the construction of their boets.? This system was better
adapted for rough usage and stronger and lighter than carvel or
smooth work as the lapped outer skin of the dench work could
give to the boat almost as much strength as the ribs, which were
usually bent by boiling or steaming and were fitted into the

boat after she was well planked up so that, "as plank by plank

'Lescarbot. Ibid. Vol. 2. p. 319.
? Champlsin, Vol. 1.E&f Biggar. Champlain Society, 1922. p. 383
3014 sea Wings, Ways and Words. Leslie, R.C. pp. 49-53
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the form of the boat unfolds from the keel upwards her model
depends almost entirely upon the builders eye instead of on moulds
or lines laid off upon paper or in the mould loft beforehand.
Indeed, experienced clench boat builders can f'inish the plank-
ing of a boat without putting s single mould or pattern into

her to work by." Both long boats, shallops, pinnaces, galley
boats and snows could thus be built, differing from one another
only in size and rigging, the exception being the galley which
waé an open boat of six and eizght oars.. The snow, a term often
used amongst 18th. Century shipbuilders, was the forerunner of
the brig, the modern contraction of the older word brigantine

or brigandine, originally any fast vessel used by corsairs or
pirates. Other types-of vessels, such as the bark brig, casco
sloop, sloop, frigate, packet, corvette, schooner and cutter were
not built until a later date.'

The first ship of de lonts!' expedition, under Captain
Timothy of Havre de Grace, arrived off the coast of Nova Scotia
in May, 1604, and put in at Port Mouton in order to refresh them-
selves after the long voyage. Before leaving france de Monts
had arranged with Captain Morel that they should meet at Canso
on their arrival but, due to a change in plans, the rendecvous
was not kept and Captain Morel, seeing no sign of de Monts, in-
stead put in at English Harbour, the site of modern Louisbourg
and therg¢ having no boat "they wasted their time im building ome
at the spot where they first arrived, which was English dzrbour.t

No doubt they dared not trust the expeditionis vessel in sailing

'01d Bea Wings, Ways and Words. Chapter 20.
*Lescarbot. Ibid. Vol. 2. pp. 227, 230, 242,
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close to an uncharterd coast to lcok out the other members of
the party and while there is no further reference to this in-
cident, it seems safe to accept Lescarbot's statement and give
to Cape Breton the honour of having the first vessel in America
built upon her shores.
The expedition finally selected the island of St. Croix
to pass the Winter of 1604-1605 where they felled and "laid low
the cedars and other trees of the said island" and erected dwell-
ings. It is uncertain what means of communication with the main-
land that the colonists possessed, Lescarbot saying that they
had but "a skiff and a long boat"’and again but one boat and
that small and inadequate’while from Champlain it would seenm
that they had, even after the return of the ships to France in
August, 1604, "a small vessel of 17 or 18 tons."} In the Spring
of 1605 de Monts, after an exhausting Winter and "weary of this
sad abode of S%. Croix," decided to explore further and "ordered
a boat rigged and provisioned in order to follow the coast." '
From the somewhat conflicting and ve_gue accounts it is difficult
to ascertein just what boats the colonists actually did build
but it is certein that some form of shirbuilding was undertaken,‘
a statement further confirmed by Lescarbot who, in describing the
'Lescaibot, Ibid. Vol. 2.. p. 250.
*Ibid. p.. 257 & Footnote
» Champlain, Voyages, Vol. 1. p. 280
4 Lescarbot, Vol. 2. p. 272,
"For this reason, .on the 15th. of May, the sieur de Monts
decided to have a pinnace of 15 tons burden and another of 7
, fitted out so that at the end of June we might go to Gaspe."
5 "L'hyer passe, le sieur de Monts fist equipper la bourgne

pour aller discouvrir nouvelles terres ..." Collection de
Documents, Vol. 2.. p. 48
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events at Port Royal in the following year and describing their
shipbuilding activities there, closed by saying that they had
built the boats at Port Royal "as de Monts had done the year
before in order to take passage therein.1ﬂ‘

The two boats that the colonists built at Port Royal under
the direction of Pont Grave and with Champadore's skill, the ship-
builder who had been with de Monts the year before at St. Croix*
are the first attempts at shipbuilding recognized by Canadian
historical writers..

One the return of the ships to France, in the Autumn of 1605
the colonists left behind a pinnace which was wrecked during a
voyage of exploration undertaken by Pont Grave and Champadore
in the Spring of 1606, Champadore, as the navigator of the -
pedition, was put in irons for his alleged carelesness in losing
such a valuable part of the expedition's eguipment..

The loss of their only boat cause anxiety "for we saw
ourselves, through want of a vessel, without hope of completing
the voyages we had undertaken and we were unable to enstruct
another for time was pressing, although there was another pinnace
on the stocks, it would have taken too long to get her ready."3

Anxiety over exploration, however, soon gave way to anx-
iety as to how they should ever return to France. de Monts and

his relief ship, the Jonah, hag been grounded in the harbour of

of ‘Rochelle and did not get away uritil the Eleventh of May, 1606 :

' Lescarbot History, Vol. 2. p 283 - 284
*Ibid..p.. 255

3Champlain, Voyages, Vol. 1. p. 382-385
“Lescarbot, Vol. 2.. p. 290
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and the coloﬁists, after looking in vain for them, decided upon 4
building two pinnaces (deux Bargues) in order to reach Canso &
or Cape Breton in the hope of securing passage there on one of
the fishing boats returning to France.. With this in view,
Champadore was relieved of his irons in order "to finish the
pinnace which was on the stocks," which duty he discharged "very
well.! Finally, on the Seventeenth of July, 1606, the colony
broke up and embarking "from the entrance to Port Royal in two
pinnaces, one of 18 and the other of 7 or 8 tons burden," they

set out on their return to France..
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Shipbuilding, the Origin of an Industry

A century and more was to pass Nova Scotia by, a period
when intercine strife and the greed of rival claimants made
any progress in industry impossible. Meanwhile New England
flourished and prospered; there communities, bound together by
a stern faith that nurtured thrift and industry, grew undisturbed
by the maritime ambitions of great powers. During this barren
period in the history of Nova Scotia, New England was rapidly
developing her resources, the building of ships becoming a vital
industry, and by the year 1631 one Wil Stephens, a master ship

builder, had constructed a vessel, the Royal Merchant, of 600

tons while many more were being planned.'

There was, however, during this period & growing recégnit-
ion of the forest wealth and nasval supplies that Nova Scotia
could produce and scattered through the documents relating to
the early history of the Province during the Seventeenth Century
and the early years of the Eighteenth, there are glimpses of
some activity howsoever slight and unorganized it might have
been, in lumbering, masting and in shipbuilding carried on by
adventurous individuals and, as early as 1618, we find a report
from Charles Biencourt de Poutrincourt to the authorities in
Paris urging upon them the importance of developing the country
that they possessed;’a land not only abounding with fish and fur
but "comme aussy les bois de deca vous fourniront de naivres de

cendres et secours de bastimens que vous faictes venir de Suede,

' Calendar State Papers, A & W,I. 1574-1660. Jan. 3rd. 1632. p 158
* Collection de Documents - Nouvelle France p 59, Volume 1.
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Danemarck ou Muscovie," which entziled a long and dangerous
voyage..

In 1632, after the formation of the Company of New France,
a powerful organization prepared to exploit Acadia,'further in-
terest was aroused in the country's possibilities and in Nicolas
Denys, who came to the province in the same year with de Razilly:'
we have the first instance of a man who not only theorized upon
the potential timber wealth of Acadia but actually put his theor-
ies to the test. Having settled at La Have with de Razilly where
he discovered the oak that he had been seeking, he there set
his "maker of planks and carpenters to wrk and in two years ...
had a lot of planking and of beams for building, all sguared,
as well as rafters.."> Unfortunately his lumbering exploits were
to prove fruitless for lumbering is an industry essentially
dependent upon transportation by water: upon de Razilly's death
he was left without vessels to export it and, thus, was "forced
to abandon the country and more than 20,000 livres worth of timber
all manufactured." Denys, however, never despaired and fifty
years later, as an old man living amidst poverty in Paris, he
could still, in petitioning Louis 16th. for an audience, declare
that if it were granted he could show His Majesty a land "full
of wood fitt to build ships and make planks, where the tar and
other things fit for the sea are very plenty."“
Denys has also left a detailed survey of places most likely

for the pursuit of shipbuilding together with a report on how
' Acadia, New England's Butpost. Brebner, J.B..Dp 24.
*Denys.. History, Introduction, p 5.

3 Ibid. p 150 |
Mp.A.N.S..Vol..7, doc. #4: May 1Oth..1687
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the several varieties of timber could be used: the beech (Lmer-
jecan Beech) from which galley oars might be made and also "one
could make of them fine and good planking for the bottoms of
ships which could be as good as the oak," as the wood could not
split; the Black Birch was good for planking and to use as deck
ribs of a ship and for the upper works, uses that he himself had
tested as "he had sevewal vessels built of it" that remained
without injury in heat or cold. Birch might also be used for
ribs, floor timbers, knees, stems and stem pieces while the oak
he praised highly. Apparently this wood "which is said to have
no value for shipbuilding" in New France was satisfactory and

he maintained that if he "were once well established I should
show that good ships can be built there (Acadia) as durable as
those of France as I have already tested several times." Pine
was useful for planks and constructing decks and for the finish-
ings and upper works while spruce, pines and firs could furnish
‘pitch and Br; supplies of hemp were possible and he did not doubt
that iron would eventually be found in short, that everything
needful for shipbuilding lay within the province. That this op-
inion was not general is seen in the fact that even the fishing
vessels that came across to fish off the coast of Nova S;otia
found it easler to bring their open boats, in sections that

could be joined together on their arrigal, rather than build

them here.!

During this same period between 1660 and 1680 another

‘Denys: Natural History. p 379
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Frenchman; Charnizay, was also engaged in lumbering and ship-
building but the undertaking could not have been profitable far
his children were forced to seek compensation f£rom the author-
ities on the grounds that their father had ruined himself by
his activities at Port Royal where "le dit sieur D'Aulnay Char-
nizay ....avait fait construire ... cing pinnasses et plusieurs
chaloupes et deux petits naivres d'environs 70 tonneaux .."'
During the year 1693, in the course of a masterly survey
of New France:’a further attempt was made to force upon the
French authorities the importance of Acadia as a source of naval
supplies, masts, planks and as a centre for shipbuilding and
during the closing years of the Seventeenth Century we find some

further activity in lumbering and shipbuilding with Fresneuse3

carrying out operations on the St. John River, from whence a

cargo of lumber was exported in 1700 on board L'Avenant,*masting
operation on the Salmon River, in Guysborough, and around Ched-
abuctou;while the proposal of a triangular trade between France,
New France and the West Indies was being considered by the
authorities to exploit the resources of the province.e Also, in
the year 1698, two Frenchmen, Paguinet and Aubie had not only
constructed a small boat but "ils ont enchantier un petit bati-

ment de 130 a 140 tonneaux qu'ils esperent mettrea l'eau le

: ; . 1
printemps prochaine" which was a good sized boat..

! P.A.N.S. Vol. 2. Doc. #38, 1687.
*Ibid..Vol..2. Doc. #48, 1693.

3Tbid. Doc. #70, undated.

"The River St. John.. Raymond.. p 473.
SP.A.N.S. Vol. 4. Document dated 1684.
¢Ibid.. Doc..#73 June 21st. 1699.
1ibid. - Doe. #70..
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Despite the activities of individuals they were faced with
the insurmountable handicap of being dependent omn their shipping
from outside the prbvince, the French supply ships were, but in
few instances, able to transport masts and other timber pro-
ducts and when, as in Port Royal, the people went to much trouble
to secure good masts'and found that the French relief ships re-
fused to take them, further incen®ytive was destroyed. Perhaps
the first to recognize this weakness was Subercase who, viewing
the progress that the New IEngland people had made in shipping
end, through it, trade, from his fortress of Port Royal, realized
that with an organized community in the rich country of Acadia
"l ton pourra tirer de bois et construire des batiments de toutes

(sortes) %
de grandeurs en suivant l'usage etablie aujourdthui a Baston."

But the days of French control in Acadia were numbered
and in the Autumn of 1710 Port Royal passed into the hands of
England..

While Nova S,otia had its Ffench enthusiasts, England was
not entirely unmindful of its existence. As early as 1630 a
survey had been made to ascertain the neval supplies and pro-
visions that the country could furnish3while, in 1632, France
once more having secured control of Nova Secotia, her activities
in Acadia were not looked upon with favour, "the building of
<

ships, employing them in fishing and in the manufacture of salt"

being detrimental to English fishing along the coast while

'P.A.N.S. Vol. 3. Doc. #18.. Nov. 29th. 1703

tTbid. Vol..3. Doc. #&5. Dec 20th. 1708

3Ibid. Vol. 1..Doc..#74.

“Calendar State Papers. A & W.I. 1594-1660 June 1l6th. 1632 p 152
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thirty five years later it was shown that it was to the interest
of Fngland to possess Acadia and the countries adjacent which
were "the sole nursery of shipping and mariners for France and
Spain ... of very considerable consequence for the trade of furs,
fish, masts, pitch and tar,"'while, in the year 1668, it was
describéd as "a country that might be of infinite importance to
His Majesty's subjects were it improved, abounding in good
harbours, rivers and good lands and mines, excellent timber of
all sorts, especially for shipping.""However, no matter how
enthusiastic reports might be, Nova Scotia remained unpeopled
and undeveloped with the exception of a few adventurous Frenchmen.

The early years of the Eighteenth Century saw renewed in-
terest being aroused regarding Nova Scotia and in an earnest re-
presentation regarding its possibilities and resources it was
described as "a country proper for ye producing of stores, there
being a great quantity of mast trees, white and other oaks,
pine, spruce, firr and other sorts of wood ;.. and good hemp has
been produced by ye inhebitants for their use and a great quan-
tity of tarr, pitch and resin may be obtained there.n” 3

With the annexation of Nova Scotia by England there came
another obstacle to obtaining timber, the hostility of the Ind-
ians, and the danger of moving far from the fort at Ammapolis

is seen in the costly expedition of Vetchyto subdue the Indians

Calendar State Papers. 4 & W.I., 1594-1660 Oct. 4th. 1667.
2 P,A.N.S. Vol. 1. Doc. #46.

Ipbid..Vol. 1. Doc. #57 Feb. 5th. 1668

Ibid. Doc. #75 Sept. 10th. 1709

Tbid. Vol. 7% Doc. #21 June 18th. 1711.
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who had persisted in cutting %he timber floats as they came
down the river.. An expedition to punish them under Major Forbes
and a party of 64 men being utterly routed and forced back with
a loss of 18 men killed with nine wounded held for ransom by the
natives.. ‘
From the Treaty of Utrecht to the founding of Halifax was
a barren time for the growth of any industries and the province
became utterly dependent upon New England for 511pplies.' Although
the forest resources were recognized early in the preliminary
reports of Phillip's survey, only the North Fasternportion of
the province, around Canso and Milford Haven, wégg regarded as
being of any great conseguence "with quantities of good timber
in many parts, particularly for masting for the largest ships,
which growing near the water, may be furnished to the navy wastly
cheaper than what are now brought from New England.ﬂ"But, for
any other industry beyond the fishery at Canso, "I am sorry to
say, there is none," wrote Governor Armstrong in 1734, The lands
lying to the southward, "from the Bay of Fundy to the confines
of New England, having never been surveyed," were unknown except
by a few wandering trappersas
The lack of shipping during this period is manifest, even
the survey of Governor Phillips being held up for the want of a
vessel, which was finally built in Boston and sent to Annapolis,”
but then it was not satisfactory for coasting purposes and the
carrying of supplies, it being necessary that another vessel be
"tP.8.0.8.. Vol. 17. Doc, #17
P.A.N.S..Vol. 7. Doc. #1 .
*Ibid.. Vol. 17. Doc. #6

$Tbid. Doc. #26
4Tpid.. Vol. 7. Doc..#28
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Procured "having & much larger hold than this small province
sloop."™ In the next year Governor Phillips weas still in need
of a satisfactory boat to complete the survey of the Province
and Captain Durell drew the plans for one but even then it was
once more necessary to send to Boston to have it constructed.'
The lack of shipping and the delay attendant wipon securing
vessels caused the Governor to report that "thie worst evil is
the want of transportation at this time" in a country "no part
of which has any communication with another bwt by sea." "

Until the year 1749 and the founding of Halifax it seems
safe to assume that the necessary shipping for transportation
and the carrying of supplies was furnished by New England
vessels and His Mz jesty's ships sent out fom “ngland, the nec-
essary small boats, or chaloupes; being supplied by the French
neutrals who had long been active in making small open boats for
their own use.?

Almost a century and a half had passed over Nova Scotia
since her first settlement but her lumbering and shipbuilding
remained dormant. The coasts had been explored, the harbours
and bays had been examined and reported upon for their ex-
cellence, both for supplying timber and for shipbuilding, settle-
ment and skilled labour alone being necessary to lay the found-
ation of the great shipring industry. During the second half of

the HEighteenth Century there were settlements being formed along

' P,A.N.S. Vol 7. Doc. #32
+Tbid.. Vol.. 7. Doc. #33.
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the coast of Nova Scotia, usually near the sites that had been
choosen by the early French adventurers as beimng suitable for
lumbering, fishing and shiﬁbuilding, along the North shore,
Southward down the Atlantic coast from Halifax, on the South
Western shore, at the head of the Minas Basin =nd on the St.
John River, districts endowed by nature with ample forest supp-
lies and bordering upon the sea. With these natural advantages
and enjoying free intercourse in the protected English market
it was inevitable that shipbuilding, as an industry, should

grow..

P.A.N.S.. Vol..7. Doo.. #8. "The French here and at Mines
built by report 40 or 50 sloops..t
Ibid.. Vol. 9. Doc. #16
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Chapter Two.

The Growth of Shipbullding as an Industry
1749-1800

In the year 1751 Governor Cornwallis and lais Council de-
cided that in order to encourage shipbullding irmx Nova Scotia
bounties should be paid to stimulate private enterprise, It was
proposed that the necessary revenue would be raised by imposing
a tax of three pence & gallon on distilled spiritous liquors but
that hereafter molasses should be admitted into the province
free of duty. The freights from the anticipated molasses imports
together with the exportation of such staple connnoditigs.as fish,
staves, hoops and shingles would also encourage shiﬁézig?Zs well
as shipping and with this in view the Council resolved on the
Thirty First of July "tha t & bounty of 10/ per ton be paid out
of the Treasury of this Province to the owners of every vessel or
boat which shall be built after the date hereof within this Pro-
vince."' The enactment was to continue in force for three years
and although during the ensuing period we have no record of any
individual actually laying claim to a bounty for ships or vessels
actually built at Halifax or within its environs 1t seems safe
to assume thafiggast some of the settlers toock advantige of the
government's offer.

The few years following the founding of Halifax ssw an in-

3
crease in shipping”about this time we hear that "two ships were

| M{nutes of the Council p 1%?. lgz%xléggt. 1751.
*Trade ‘inace in Nova Scotia -
5ggfgct&Dgéugents of Canadian Zconomic History. Innis. p 173
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building for the fishery," vessels which no doubt secured the
premium granted by the Couneil., In July, 1754, however, the
provincial finsnces were no longer able to bear the strain of
hounties and it was decided, on the recommendation of the pro-
vineisl secreta ry, to discontinue the premiums on shipbuil&ing.'
A deficit of some £500 had accumulated above the sum collected
in duties during the preceding three yesrs and not only had the
snticipated duties fallen short but the bounties on fish and oil
had not had the desired effect. It seems probable, therefore,
that from the comparatively lorge sums paid out in bounties from
1751 to 1754 =t least a small portion of it should have gone to
some of the settlers who had built vessels at Halifax during that
~eriod,

Three yesrs later, on the recommendstion of the Council,
further bounty legislation was enscted but it was not considered
necessary that shipbuilding be given assistance,*they being guided
no doubt by the fact thst there were already & suflicient num-
ber of vessels within the province to t-ke care of its immed-
iate needs and that private enterprise would eventually provide
others, That this legislation was passed during the period of
the Seven Yesrs Var when ships were being brought into Halifax
almost dally to be sold by the Courts of Vice Aamiralty =2t low
prices may also have influenced them yet that does not seem
entirely adequate as there were toc be no further bounties granted

on shipbuilding for nearly another thirty years and during that

L\ ¥Minutes of the Council p 155 July 3lst, 1754
* Ibid. May 6th, 1757
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period there seems to have been no need to subsidize or to en-
courzge the industry.

It was during this time that shipbuillding as a2 profitable
industry began to grow: traders :nd merch:nts in the outlying
coastal setilements commenced to export lumber énd fish with
increasing confidence to the West Indies and vessels, being
perishable asrticles, had to be replaced. It was n=tural, there-
fore, that the occasional shipecarpenters who were finding their
way to Nova Scotia in the stream of immigration from the New
fngland Colonies where shipbuilding had been s thriving industry
for more than & century should soon ind employment snd, in
1764, in order that a satisfactory record of ships should be
kept, 2 most detailed form was sent out from England wherein the
particulars of all vessels bullt within the province were to be
recorded.' Hereafter, every ship was to be registered, the owner
being required to come to Halifax to swear to the ownership of
the vessel and to pay & fee of $5.00 for registration.L It is
unfortunate that these early ship registers have been lost, the
whole period covered from 1763 to early in the 19th., Century
having been destroyed by.fira although originally kept in tri-
plicate copies. With no official records of these early days
in Nova S _otia when transportation by water was the only high-
way and losses were swift, unexpected although always possible,
the number of ships built can only be surmised.

Fortunately there still remains a detailed disry that was
kept by one of the earliest inhablt:nts of Liverpool, Simeon

'PyA.N.S. Vol. 349 Doc. #10 March 16th. 1764
¥Diery of Simeon Perkins: Vol 2. Sept. l4th. /85
Vol. 1. April 12th. /70



rerkins. Being 2 merchant and a trader himself he recorded
the shipping =nd shipbuilding sctivities of the town from day
to day over a period covering forty six yeasrs and if we con-
sider Liverpool as a typical ccastal settlement of the time

we can gauge, if but roushly, the extent of early shipbuilding
in the other setilements along the Atlantic coast, Chester,
Lunenburg, Dublin, Port Roseway, Barrington and Yarmouth where
there lived merchants and traders having similiar interests to
those of Liverpool.

In 1763 Liverpool was & small coastal settlement of some
hundred families, "more than one half fishermenz”' the other
half being engaged in lumbering and having little or no cleared
land., To thils typicsl Nova ‘cotian fishing village Simeon
Perkins had come on May the Fourth, 1762;'and set up & general
store, supplying goods in exchange for fish. He soon apparently
became interested in the possibilities of shipbuilding both for
the exportation of his own fish and lumber and in building them
for others and prior tc the year 1766 we know that he had built
himself at least one schooner, the Jolly Fisheggég? Others
were engaged in the same pursuit, men such as the Dexters, the
Tuppers, the Lodges and the Deazns who had come to Liverpoocl soon
after its first settlement;and in the Spring of 1766 Dodge built
and launched & schooner, the Dolghin,”at Port Medway, not far

'P.,A.N.8. Heport 1934: p 25

!pisry of Simedn Perkins Vol. 2. eb. 24th. /86

}Ibid: Vol. 1. Nov, 28th. /69 Msailed in the Jolly Fishegggn
which I built a t Liverpool." 4is there is no mention made
of this vessel from the beginning of his Diary in 1766

it must have been built earlier.
“"Ibid, June 28th. 1766



24

from Liverpool, while in the next month Dexter and Tupper launched
the schooner Bilboa. Meanwhile snother schooner was being built
st Port Medway in which Knowles, Stevenson, Dodge and Perkins

each had & gua-rter share:mthis schooner which was & flat bottomed
pbozt called the Exgeriegceswas launched on September the Twenty
First, 1766f and a month later we hear of another vessel being
planned by Follingsby, & merch:nt from Newbury in New fngland

and which Dexter and Tupyer were arranging to build;{

It is certain from Perkint's diary that he owned at the end
of the year 1766 the schooners Polly, Sally, Jolly Fishermsn and
Exuerience:'the last two which he built himself at Liverpool.

In building vessels for other people Perkins acted as & contractor
gecuring the sails snd rigsing from New EnglandIand contracting
with others for the necossary lumber if he could not supply it
himself, appsrently msking sufficient to find the undertaking
profitable 2lthough =t times he was forced to complain against the
high prices he was forced to pay for his materials.?

The year 1767 found him continuing his activities although
even at this early date he was having labour difficulties: supplies
being short his csrpenters threatened to strike at the shipysrd
while he was trying to push forward work on = brig that he had
contracted for ahd although he sent to Halifax for more carpenters

' pieary of Simeon Perkins: July 2lst, /66
vIbid. June 4th, /686
3Ibid. 2ug. 1l2th, /66
"Tbid. Sevt. 19th., /66
f0ct. 3lst, /66
¢Ibid, Dec. 8th. /66 p 14; p 25; p34; p 36.
1Ibid. June 4th. /66
3Tpid. Oct., 8th, /66, "vessels building there.." the other was

a brig Bridge and Meany, had contracted(for) with Perkins
to be ready in 1767; rdised by Trible on July £3rd. 1766
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and groviaions'ha was unable to secure them.z In April he got
the mests for this brig and in Moy received the riggzing from
Rew Englandaﬁnd finally on Hay the Eighth launched the brig
ﬂthss;t he had built for Captain Keany, "‘fznkins much to

his smnoyanceé baing forced te supply an ade uate quantity of rw
for the christening csremnny.‘ Socn ofter the launching of this
brig snother schooner, the Harie uin, of 40 tons zand bullt by
Kobart Stevenson was l&unchezd.L June of that yeur in Liverpodz
wes o dull time "with mot = vessel in the harbour™ but during
this period he contracted #ith Elisha Doten to build 2 schooner
of &1 tons? The year 1767 was rather z poor one :nd shipbuild-
ing seems practically to have ceased although another vessel,
also n:med the Bpdesvour, was built by Ephraim Dean and lsunches
in Oeteber.q In the l:te ‘utunn Perkins decided to leave Livere
pool and return to New England, the _lace was "in poor conditio
no fish: not one month's yrovisions =nd in debt in generzl more
than they cun pnyﬂpanﬁ on the Twenty "irst of Hovember he sailex
for his home in Worwich, not returning to Liverpocl until the
Spring of 17%7€8.

‘Apparently conditions had improved during his sbsence =nd
he found on his return two vessels being built, one by Captain
‘ilson éf ¥hite Haven, England, of 250 tons' 'nd snother by Stepl

'Dlary Simeon Perkins: Vol 1. Harch £0th. /67
YIbid., Harch 20th. /67

SIbid, May 3rd. /67

HIbid., May 30th. /67

*Tbid, May 8Bth. /67

*Ibid, June lst, /67

1Ibid, June léth. /&7

"Ibid. June 28th. /67

2Ibid, Oct. 26th, /67

. "Ibid, Nov, 2lst, /67

wIbid. Jund 16th. /69 March 24th. /70 i
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Collins of 30 tons, ¥Within a few days he had found 2 ready sale
for his goods and arringed for the wod and iron work for & new ,
veszel he had contracted to bulld for Thomas ﬁusselfvth@ ﬂﬂﬁsgg,’
ghich vas launched in July 1?70? During the Susmer of that
year there vas little shipbuilding ianiverpacl and slthough
there 1s & break in the diary from the A utumn of 1770 to the
soring of 1772 there is no record of any ships being built until
1773. Apparently conditions were bad and "I think Liverpocl is
geing to decay snd 1t may be many years before it is mcre than
a {ishing village ... the people are in poor circumstances, every-
thing needed is very high, their pay is uncertain, the land hard
and rocky" wrote Perkins in his disry.' The West Indisn morket
was poor and the cargo of his schooner, the folly, that returned
from 2 voyage in Februsry 1773 brought him wmal} returns, "lnabar
sold t £4 and fish at 16/ - 2 bad voyage.” * mnother contract :
for a new schooner however was in the air, this time from Mzlachy
Salter of Halifax who sent his son Benjsmin in the Roysl George
to Liverpocl 1n the esrly Spring to arrange for its canstructica;‘
~Mhe vessel was to be of 160 tons snd at first it was planned %o
build it at Sandy Cove, or Herring Cove, but naither of these
plages was found su;table, timber was to be bﬂyyll&d by H:othaniel
Freemsn Pto be delivered ot the _yoard as high ss the tides will
sllow at 16/ per tom and knees at 2/ é&ch, all togeth&r:“gthe
lumber was secured l:orgely from Blrch Point in %?filﬁﬁnﬁ during
'Ibid. June 17th. /€9
*Ibid. Feb. 16th. /73
$1bid, July £8th. /70
HIbid, Feb Bth. /73
sIbid., Feb. 28th. /73 -
vIbid. March 2nd, /73
1Ibid. March 5th, /73

Tbid. May 2oth. /78
1Tbid. April 27th. /74
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May Perkins got the necessary oak logs and finelly, in Cctober,
was launched, the bilge ways being well

covered with new mutton ial.lew.'

Ity was during the jutumm of this year thet Perkins re-
moved from Liverpocl te the Falls or Hilton, where there wos
vetiter timber and living was cheaper. The extent of lumbering
sctivities may also be gauged from the fact that he could ar-
range to Camuel E.:-og;:ett & Sons with two ship loads of 65,000
and 45,000 boards from his mills. Vinter came snd from a simple
entry in his dlary for December 25th:; ®Christmas Day, I work in
the woods; no fresh provisions so I dine on salt ish® we get
a glimpse of & lonely setller stolcally facing the reslities of
pioneer 1ife” _

1774 found little sctivity in shipbuilding, but one being
bullt in Liverpool by Mr. ﬁookes"althaugh there is mention made
of znother constructed in Yarmouth for Captain Dean by Steph@
Gallishan, & ship‘c&rpenter of that pl&ce.( Perkins however was
laying plens to purchase, rather than build, a schooner from
Salem“and during the next yesr, 1775, he in partuership with
others purchased four vessels, the Petsey, the pPragon, the Mep-
Bzid end snother vessel zlso called the Hermpsid which he re-
named the ;bigsil. During this yezr there apjesrs to have been
only one vessel built, the brig Liberty by Joseph Bangs for
Caleb Dean while during 1776 only one was constructed, also by

'Dlary of Simeon Perkins. Oct. 26th. /73
;’Ibid. June 26th. /74
Ibid. Dec. 25th. /73
"Ibid. Nov, 4th, /74
*Ibid. Oct. 25th. /74
Ibid. July 2lst. /74
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Joseph Bangs, called the Betsey for‘JbsO@h Christﬂpher:b The

gar in fmerica was beginning to be felt in Nova Scotia and with

crivateers dally becoming more numerous wupon the coast’ship-

vuilding practically uaa%ed”and only one ship wus built during

1777 in Liverpool®but before it could be finished the frame

was sold for debf to Joseph Tinkham for 222.15.‘ A cargo of timber

gas however exported to England in this year by Malochy Salter

in the brig_Rising Sun thet hod been built by Perkins in 1773.7
Frém 1778 to 1784 shipbuilding was brought practically tc‘éL~

2 stand=z*ill in Nova Secotia., The industry that had begun to

grow, if but slowly, after 1783 through its own eflorts was

effectively stopped by the uncertainty and chaos cszused by the

Yer of Independence to Atlantie shipping. Privateers infested

the coast and no solitary vessel was safe from these roving

meprauders who would even burn vessels 1f they could not take thun:

Further incendNtive to progr ss being destroyed, the people of

these coastal set)lements were forced to eke out an existence

a8 best they could =nd in the Sumser of 1778 Perkins noted that

the people "are much discoursged :nd seem to be locking out to

leave the place." Some of the merchents were willing to take

heir chonce and atiempt to evade the enemy vessels surrounding

the coast but having risked their ships cnd cargoes in an sttempt

to reach the West Indies it svalled them litile for trade and

'Ibid., Sept. £7th. /75

1Ibid, Sept. Z0th. /75

$1bid, Smpmbg Oct. 7th. /75

“Ibid, Jan, 7th. £76

$Ibid. Oct. 1lst. /76

‘Ibid, J l4th, /77 _
MThid, g%iy 6th. /77: it was however sélzed the next day Boston

Privatears,
*Ibid. Dec. 8the /75



industry had been practically destroyed there hy the blockade
and the disruption czused to shipping.‘ #ith markets closed and

L5
merchant shipping, unless under convoy, practically non-existent

the inhabitants of these ports took to pr1Vateering after they
nad been ruined =nd plundered by the enemy =nd in 1780 Liverpool
gent out her first priva teer, the ngxf & vessel of 70 tons

- which had been purchesed from Mr, Mires as a loczl venture in
which severszl of the inhzbitants were interested, the 2619.7.5%
required for outfitting her being_divided up into thirty two
shares of £19.7.5. Thé shortage of sble bodied sez men who had
ese=pad impressment or employment in the Service caused delay
and the schooner was forced to =il on her first voyage with but
thirty three of her Mull complement o fifty men. &

Vessels were chesp a&nd bargsins could be secured by shrewd
bidders at the sale of prize ships ordersd pondemnad by the
Courts of Vice idmiralty st Halifax., In 1780 Perkins bought one
of these, 2 prize schooner called the Charming Sally, for £83
rhich he considered = very low price but roemarked that "there
is so little dem:nd foé vasiels we cannot expect that they will
sell for nesr thelr value.“s Labour =lso was scarce snd ship

cirpenters soon found ready employment in the Fleet and ecarly

in the ¥ar Covernor Legce hod recelved a requisition from Governor

Gage to secure sll the avell ble carpenters he could spsre, Fifty

one of them were found st Halifax =nd under the leadership of

'Di:ry of Simeon Perkins Vol. 1. June 7th. /78

tIbid. M-y leth. /79

SToid, Octq S5th./79: Oct. 6th. /79: Dec. 30th. /79: Jan. 5th, /80
%from Letter of Karque. dmiralty Records. Vol. 49

*Diary of Simeon Perkins Vol. £. July 19th. /80
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s certain James Barton, appsrently an unrellable man, were ex-
ported to the New Inglend colonies. They did not embark without
aifficulty, sixteen being left behind by the transport ship
Hope and the remsinder not getiing awsy until severzl days
1ster in the lucy, sugumented by others who were atirscted by &
wages offered, about £ =a month.'

in 1783 came the reace and with it an invasion of the Pro-
vince by some £0,000 refugees from the Independent Colonies in
imerica, Some frmilies had come early in the Var, thirteen
having arrived in July l??s,vothers after the evacustion of
Boston in 1776 and s few, such ss the families of Robert Foster
and Nehimish Vebb, who had come to Lunenburg in the ‘utumn of
17792 The greatest influx begsn in the Fall of 1782 following
the evacustion of Churleston and continusd on until the Winter
months of 1784. The o0ld coastal settlements, from small hemlets
grew, 28 it were, overnight with the sudden increcse in the
population which was practically doubled by the new crrivals,
Port Raseway became Shelburne with more th:n =i:ht thoussnd
people; others went to the County of Sydney in the NHorth Easterm
portion of the province, to innapolis, to Halifax and other
places along the coast although only a few removed themselves %o
to Liverpool and the older setiled districts such ss King's County;

After seven years of hardship the old setilers were at

-

= : S
last given an opportunity to recoup some of their ‘ormer losses,

' P.A.N.5. Vol. 136. p 1368; p 2803 p 221; yp 23
+ 2imeon Perkins Vol. 1. July 18th. /75

3 Tbid, Oect. 6th. /79; Sept. 20th. /83

4 Ohtd, Vol. ¥, Oct. 17th. /83

{Ibid., ipril Tth. /84
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The Refugees needed boards and tlumber which the government had
contracted to pay for and & post war lumber boom soon became
evident., Trade bstween Shelburne and the other co:sstsl settle-
ments was brisk in lumber znd in Tlsh and the outport merch:nts
soon began to feel the need for more vessels, Perkins set up
one of 30 tons for this coasting trade cnd in the Fall of 1783
end during the early Opring of 1784 another vessel belonging
to Snow Parker was launched,

Despite the fret that vessels had been cheap and plentiful
during the closing years of the war they were, by 1784, "scarce

and dear.™ To supply this deficiency two more vescels were buil

st Liverpool during the Summer, one, the_Good Fortune owned by
Captain Bradford which vas launched in June”and another, the
Betscy, ovned by Simeon Perkins, was launched in Uctober> This
last vessel was about 60 tons, velued at £690 and made by three
carpenters from Perkins7own design in slightly more than fifty
four working daysf the rig ing, anchor znd cable being purchased

in Halifzax instead of New England which had been his foruwer

”

custaﬂf

The next year saw greatcer sctivity. 4 Mr. Riley of Liverpodl

Yngland had ordered a vessel to be constructed by Mr., Darrows ¢

but in 4 pril, 1785, he was un:ble to continue its construction?

4
ind sold the vessel on the stocks to Captain Collins who engaged

'Dieory Simeon Perkins. Vol. 2. Jan. 21st. /84
LIbid, June 2nd., /84

3Tbid, Oct. 14th., /84

nInid. July 7th. /85

"Ibid July 24th. /84

¢Ibid, April 18th. /85

1Ibid, iug. 10th. /85

7fIbid. July 28th. /85

Ibid. A ug. llth. /88
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Joserh Bengs as master workman and finslly launched it in Aug-
ust, neming it the Deolphin, vhile sbout the same time Josegh
rpreeman ot his new vessel registered, calling it the Loyalty.
perkins meanshlle was active and even before he had launched

a vessel, the Lively, ol some 42 tons in éugﬁst, he had another
one under counstruction, the Dispatch, which was launched in
Hovember, = vessel of saﬂeVSB tons.' Both of these vessels were
built under the supervision of James Yewell, a relfugee who had
recently come to Shelburne =s = master workm:n at £5.103a month,
The rigeing also came from “helburne, being supyplied by the firm
of Benjsmin Davis & Compeny.”

@ith four wvessels already buillt during 1785, Benjamin
Collins was at work on snother new schooner, the Pilgrim, of 47
tons which was lsunched in the following C{ringgﬁhlle Captain |
Desn was clso &t work on & vessel of 74 tons th:at was finished
in the Spring of 1786 and was the first vessel in the district
for shich & bount certificsete was granted, {ollowing the re-
solutions that had been sgreed upon by the General Assembly at

Halifax during the l:ate 2 utumn of the year 1785.‘

' piary of Simeon Perkins. Vel. 2. Nov. £5th. /85
Ibid. July 9th, /S

h Ibid. ﬁné{ 30the. /8?;1 igrilfggt. /66

£ 3. Apri Sthe

‘igig' Zgiugith. /86. Tais bouniy was granted on the Twentieth
af‘ﬁebruary, 1787, one month after Captain Deant's deafhgaini
Japuary: the vessel was of 74; tons and was ggagtedma 1uni§l
of £28.8.2 which was debited im the secounts of the Provine -
Treasurer in August llth. 1787, enother bullt in the “pring @
of 176% wes the cause of vrolonged discussion ut this is -

: = 5 68 52 5 ~4 % b&inﬁ Of mt
dently not the same vessel, the brlg gaggﬁgsgg .
» ange t the bounlty warran
60 Sens, Althowgh L WAy SeO gy the vessel was lsunche

t issued until mearly = year after
Zggaggntly Caytain Dean's estate was being segt

and all svailable money was needed.

1ed 2t this time



Over a period covering the years between 1760 and 1785
settlement hod gradually extended along the entire cozst of the
neninsula, Before 1785 it may be sald that gemerally there hod
peen but 1itile progres: in industry and whatever tent=ti§e be-
ginnings hed been made were effectively checked hy the Rebellion
in :merics vith the attendant cheos and umcertalinly Tollowing upon
i1t. Development of resources had =lso been localleach little
eoastal village securing their necessary supplies by barter with
the imerican fishing vessels or, 28 in the case of Liverpool, ex-
serting fish and lumber to the New Englsnd colonles, the ¥est
Indies znd to Grest Britain in return for menufsctured goods,
salt, molasses and other ;roductz, Some of the early setilers
had pros ered by their enteryrise snd hesd bullt vessels of their
owvn =long the coast in order to tke care of thelr immediate needs
although it is imrossible to discover how extensive their efforts
were, By 1776 some £92 vess=els, "squsre rigg'd and others,"
were owned in Nove Ccotis but there c=zn be little doubt that
the greater number had either beesn brought by the early settlers
or rurchezed by them in Hew England, The number of vessels owned
was not sufficient to mske up for the lack of internal communicat-
ion =2nd convenient transportation of goods snd sujplies form one
settlement to snother. Governor Francklyn ssw the wealness and in
commenting on the leck of inlsnd comsunication wrote in & report
of the seme year thst Talthough many settlements are forming for
the fishery on the coast between this, Halifax, and Canso, they
heve no communica tion bt by water only, snd all the settlements

Innis. Seleet Documents in Canadlan Fecnomic History. p 208
Murdock. History of Hova Scotia. Vol. 2. [ 467
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to the Westward of Lunenburg are in the same state .. the
produce of the fine fertile marshes #nd other rich lands

in the Bay of Fundy are now chiefly carried to Boston, as the
carrizge by water is less dangerous then coasting round to this
and other Ports on the Sea Shore: and?this should continue ...
we shall be & province toc much dependent upon New England and
remain in a feeble languid state.". The traders at Liverpool,
gs it hss been obéerved, attempted to supply the deficiency by
building vessels yearly after 1766 but in the other districts
of the Province the extent to shich shipbuilding was carried on
during this period can only be surmised.

Llong the North snd North Eastern shore of Nova [cotia,
today comprising the counties of Cumberland, Pictou, intigonish
and Guysborough or what was the old county of deney:ﬂprogress
hzd been slow and sttended with much difficulty. Only two
settlements of importance had been begun, one sround Pictou and
the other at Canso, one of the oldest villages of the prowince
that had suffered greatly by the vicissitudes cof war and by
1787 had become rather a "barren place“swith but & few families
carrying on the once prosperous fisheries.” Pictou, which in
1767 had contzined only a2 few femilies, had been reinforced by
scotieh immigrations during 1772 and 1774. It was a small
settlement with no comuunication with the capital at Halifax
except by a long voyage around the coust and solely dependent
on the "small trading vessels {rom the 0ld Colonies;:emyloyed

LR : ;
$§y§is. Documents. p 214-£15
,.Udrﬂhl Of Education. 1831. p 70

‘lil' t;,‘.T\"J'. 8" Voli 21. C&nso: :'{i—“,t, H.C-
Anis. Documents, p 158

LIS at » o~ L, 5 ” *
History of the County of Pictou. ratterson, p 71



srineipally in fishing" which brought them the necessary
eupplies, "receiving in exchange thelr fish, fur and lumber.”
opne of its earliest setilers was Squire Patterson who had
imigrated from Scotland, bringing with him = supply of goods

é;d setting up 2 generzl store on his srrival in Pictou as
Perkins had done at Liverpocl some yeore earlier. Vhen fur-

ther immigration tock place during the next few years and the
settlers, on their arrival, found the promised homesteads
covered by virgin forest they attempted tec make some sm-1ll pro-
fit from necessity and Patterson, having secured = condemned'

v .gsel from Prince Edward Isl&nd,'exported 2 eargo of lumber
that had been cut by the settlers to Greast Britain in 1774
wvhile in the next year he had cut and sawed some 17,000 more
feet of timber which was exported., 7ith the Hevolution vessels
from the 0ld Colonies, which had heretofore brought necessities,
could no longer come and fish off the coast of Nova Scotia and
Patterson, as an enterprising merchant, resclved to send to
Scotland for supplies, making his first trip in 1779’énd COn-
tinuing yea rly thereafter. Var zlso brought an increase in

the price of lumber and trade in it from Pictou, increased, there
"heing three or four ca rgoes shipped yearly to ﬁnglznd.g The
inha bitants, however, could prosper but little and after the
war conditions were still primitive: "there being not z merchsnt
in the district or anyone who commonly kept goods for sale ...

little schooners ca me around in the Summer to which the people"

' History of the County of Pictou. Patterson. p 92
vIbld. p ©8

LIhig: 5 188
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prepaired in thelr canoes ... for shich they cxchanged a little
produce.® But individuasl enterprise ves not desd and with ine
ercased immigration a fter 1782 "the vhole shore of the Eastern
part of the couniry was in some messure occupled." Amongst

these settlers were men such as Captain Lowden and the Copelands
who were to be sctive in the shipbulliding trode and by 1788 we
have ceortain record of shipbuilding being =sctively easrried on.

Tt is vrobable thalt small bests had been constructed eé rlier
vhile it is evident that & number were ownded by the inhobitants;
Dr. Hzrris possessing & sloop or schooner s early as 1762 shile
in 1784 there is recorded z bi}i\of sale to Huzh Dawsan from
Bsrnshas MeGee for "the good sgallop, Honey® that may or mey

not heove heen built zround Fictou.' Before 1788 however there
seems to have been no definite activity in shipbullding =long

the Forth Shore; the inhsoitants were generslly poor and contend-
ing sgainst grea ter obstacles than those facing the settlers
along the Southern Coast vho were not only ncarer to the Govern-
ment =t Halifax but slso to the New Englanc States snd the ¥Wgst
Indies, the most profitable outlet for thelr rosources.

In Halifex and the district round about, although we have
evidence of shinpping a ctivity from the beginning of the towm,
there seems to have bheen no shipbuilding wcrt}? of record., Timber
suprlies were inadequa te and evidently the merchonts, if they
d1d not buy their vesscls elsewhere, sent to one of the outports

to have them enstructad:s® in 1777 Haelachy 2 lter had ordered a

‘History of the County of Pictou. Pattersom p 157: p 66
;§1ﬂry of Simeon Perkins. Vol. 1 Oot. £8th. /73
Ibid, Volume. 3. June 30th, /87: Aug. 17th. /87
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o vessel from Liverpool that Simeon Perkins hsd built vhile early
. 4n 1786 Hdward Nilcols, another merchant and shipowner of Halifax
wos making slsns to go to Liverpool, there to carry on ship-
pullding overations. The {irst definite record of & ship being
pullt =2t Halifax is given by Akins wsho ssys that on the Twenty
second of Cctober, 1798, there "was launched at the South end
of the town a handsome orig, the yroperty of Hessrs, Gouge (Goudge
% Pryor; she was the first vessel of the size ever built in the
town.“' It is extremely probsble however that smaller boats
had been comstructed szrlier especlally soon after the founding
of Hulifsx under the $imulus of bounties vhen timber was still
plentiful around Bedford Basin, Dartmouth snd the North ¥est
Shirbullding in Lunenburg County before 1785 may be Judged
comparatively by the progress made at Liverpool. Lunenburg
itself, settled in 1753, had by 1754, "cut a vast quantity of
timber staves and Hoops and built a great number of Boats and
Canoes.“” They were chiefly intent however in following sgri-
culture, supplying Helifex with "Roots, Cordwood, Timber and
some Boards® in their small boats and having but little inclin-
ation for the {ishery "tho' well situcted for that purpcse.*3
Chester, Dublin, La Have and Port Senlor, cosstal dis-
tricts in ‘ueents County, were setilements no doubt asctive in
& small way, the scatiered families having begun fishing and
lumbering crerations soon after the district was inhablted in

o
1753, In Ch=ﬂter there is reference to one Lbrzsham "hitman

‘.A - "",‘ :. \.,Ol’ u : 9'? 5 rr tq
iis. locuments. Vol. 1. p 180
{Ibid p 243
Ibic, 5 177

Hpi vy of Giceon Perkins. July S0th. /67
ez ort ?t &-ﬂ'l}. 1934' p Ids
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¥who engsaged in the timber tride with England, buillding many
vessels suitable for his purpose" before remcving to Pictou
although 1t is uncertain ir there is more than tradition to
weprant the statement. Shipbullding at Port Roseway before
1784 when it w&s rensmed and became Shelburne, in the county
of Shelburne, 13 also uncertain., Thers had been a project to
settle the district as ~arly as 1767 »ith fifty f-miliss

put Deschamps, in his survey of the Province in 1782, mzkes no
mention of it so that hefore the coming of the Loyalists it

4t woulu seem to have been but & smsll and scﬁttered'settleaent 5
of little importance,

Ysrmouth County snd the settlesments =%t Barrington, Argyle and
Pubnico have been subjscled to = somewhaﬁ detailed investigation
by writers interested in the distriet. It is avident that shipp-
ing and sh&pwildingz% active soon alter the inhibitints emi-
igrated o the district from Nev England and in 1761, further

to encourage sea faoring settlers, 1t was decreed that "fisher-
men, ship carpenters and other professions belonging to the

sea be sdmitted os well as farmers® and soon «fter there came
with the newv settlers two men who were to be identified with
garly shivbullding in Hova Scctia:'one Joserh Tinkham who

traded extensively out of Liverpocl in later yesrs, the other
Cartain Zphraim Cook vho possessed not only the one rleasantly
legendary leg of fiction but slso & vessel comstructed entirely
of oak of some thirgy five tons which he evidently brought with
hin>

"Hi%tcry of Yarmouth County. Csmpbell, 29

,Ebh“ 2 43
“equel to Campbellts History. Brown. p 287

SDiary of 3imeon Perkins, Oct. £5th. /74. Lawson, in his Re-
cord of Yarmouth Shipping makes no mention of this vessel.
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Captain Cock had had & varied career belore he settled
near :armaath, being amongst the First settlers at Halifex
in 1749 bat in 1754 hoving hoed some differences with the
gpovernor, he moved to Hahone Zsy. He is ercdited with build-
ing two vessels during the time thot he was there, his plan
peing to import catille from Massachusetis but evidently the
project feiled and in 1762 he went to Chebogue sarbour vhere
he secursd & giwat of land. ZEefore geoing to Chehogue he had
often sailed to the cosst in esrlier yesrs, making the Summer
fishin, ~oy2ge from his home in Ringston, and not only was he
thoroughly ramilisr with the district but he hss also been
called the founder of the fishing industry slong this section
of the province «iter its setilement by the Eew Englanders,
He a; arently cerried on active shipbullding operztions at
Yarmouth and twelve years loter we hear of him sailing to Liver-
pool in = new vessel bullt for him by OStephen Gallishan, 2 master
ship carpenter who had come to Yarmouth and received = land grant
in 1766, continuing to carry on his trade thers.' '
Traditionally the {irst vessel buillt in the district was
& schooner whos: name is unknown which was was built in the yesr
1764 by ‘&1t@r Sollows ®"at Fish Point in Cape Forchue Herbour®
slthough sccopding te snother suthority tzlter Sollows was, at
this date, a5 yet unborn «nd that the vessel wss bullt by John
'ﬁcllawaf sprarently the early setilers owned only one vessel
the Pommg&, srior to 1763"wh1ch had been brought by the settlers
;Tiyﬁwry of Yermouth County. Camibell. p 58
Ibid. p 97: Browa's Segquel p 53

’ R L N e ] % % e
Lewson,  Teecord of Yarmouth Ship ing. »p 19
“Ibid, p 42



to Chebogue but in 1785 or 164 Jonn Sollows built a shallop

st Fish Foint, "the first vessel slunched in Yarmouth County®
shiie sometime betveen 1763 snd 17685 Lavid Pesrl, fbenezer
Clark and Jemes Zllen "built o sBhooner sujp osed to be the
Jemes =t the moath of Broad Lrook” the Aéel of which "was the
'firtﬁ laid in the County® :slthough it would seem that 2 launche
would prosuyr.0se a keel being constructed for Scllowt's {irst
vessel. _

The detalls sre in themselves trivial but they serve to
mark the beginning of the shipbyilding industry in the dis-
trict anc these men are worthy of rocognition in soc much that
they were pioneers in the trade that wss eventually toc make
Yarmouth famous.

Throughout the district it iz evident tha=t shicbuilding
#as soon undertaken by the inhabitunts and there soems no re.son
to suppose thet shipbullding was not carried on as zctively
here as it was in Liverpool duriné the same period before 1785.
The supplies of necessary timber lying close to the shore and
the proximity of Hew kngland as a market were factors operating

in its fevour while not only »cs the construction of vessels

desirable but the owners'.p of smsll boats for intercommunication

a necessity, "ghe firty families who hed arrived from 1761 to
1764 inclusive were sec:tlered slong uwoth sides of the Chebogue
River, from the head to Chcbogue point; along both sides of
Yarmouth Harbour ... some nad vitched their tents st Little
Biver and others ... upon the shores of Salt Pond and Cheggogin
River:' to be able to handle & sailing craft became, therefore,

& neces:ity of thelr oxistence and the skill they then zcquired
' Brown's Sequel. p 199



s navigat ors hes bean handed down from generation to
generation.” The Nevolutlonary “ar had disasterous effects
upon the settlement and untll afler the Yer only a small and

dancerous 1llegal trade could be carried on by the iphabitents

‘1

pat Vermouth possessed & unique situation in respect to the
merican Colonies snd after the Peace her shipping and ship-
vuilding took ob © new and greater importinece,’

//&t Barrington and the surrounding district there is alse
pention made of early shijbullding. Captain Cldad Fickerson,

3 ] 2 1 3 o : E P
one cof the earllest settlersy, "uad a schocaner, the Jg

hich Tadltionslly heads the 1ist of home made ;,raf‘t“z = 1though

Cuytain J.T. Coflin, while zccepting the Barrington & the first

vesael constructed also mentlons the claim jut forward that

Joshue Hickerson, vho reeeived a land grant in 176565, bullt the

rirat decked vegsel  Nere slsc the Uar caused severe desryption

to shipping and industry and slthough 4t is 4dificult te

aceept the so&&wh&tflatitudinouu statement that "when the letiers

of the Revolutlonary Var were slackened enterprise® led to thé

constructicn cf ships and "that piles of shapen timber lay

ready in the neighboring forest, awalting the declaration of

‘quu,ﬁ rather the inhobitants could stirt once more the hard

& nd difficult task of building ships with conlidence in the

safety that the l'eace could prmmzsﬁ.;
Aleng the Fhores of the Day ¢f Fundy, St. Mary's Bay and

:é?nrla of Yarmouth & Barrington p 1-16 TFoole, D.V.

Sarrington Township. Crowell., p 88

$Thida, p Z44

"I6id, p 34
*Ibid. » 343



pigby snd Annapolis there is little record of early shipping.
s privateer vessel fitted out lu 1780 by Thowas Ritchie

F =1

Anne Do

czlied the ver of bul ten toms mey have been, from
1ts sm.1l 3ize,'built within the district but there seems to be
3ittlc evidence tout shipbullding wes belng actlvely carried
on pefore 1785 while . rom an cecount given by & Loyasllst
refugee of the progress made in trede a nd imdustry in this part
of the province shortly alter the Var we may believe that the -
coupty was in & poor and backsarc state with but little enter-
grise being shown by the old inhwbithnts.*

in the district all around the ¥inus Basin smsl® boats
had long becn mode by the early French iahabitants while as
esrly as 1€99 we hear that most ol the Urees sultable for mast-
ing had been used or dbstruy&d.b Although in the present county
of Iings the earliest record of a ship; being constructed would
sesm tC Lo & ¥schoonsr rigued cralt of forty ilons, register
built at the Cormwsllis Town Plot about 1700, builder unknown®
we have ecrlier reference to shipbuiliing in fants! County.
Dr. George Day, @« former surgeon in the hHoyel Kavy vwho had
evidently come with Cormwellis to Hallfax in 17489, secured a
grant of land slong the 5t. Croix idver and Luilt himselfl &
home &t Wewport., He soon become interested in trading and bullt
his ovn ships to iransport produce to New Ingland and, prospering
by his cnt@r;rise,‘continuad te build larger vessels for the

Baropean trade, Zerly im the tar of the Revolution he had

LI

Bttt o 2. ZSept. 29th. /80. L of M issued
yﬁt'iﬁ Uy hecords. Vol. 492. 3Sept. 29th. /80. o issued,
N :‘l.nn;.\;‘q -“:3' - 133 )

yordeMeB,  Vol. 1. Doc. #76
“aton: History of King's County. p 198
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contraetad wilth the army.in Soston to supply the gerrisen with
hay but this venture being ended by Howe's evicuation of that
town he rpesclved to c¢arry on further trade with the Colonies in
flevolt and in 1777 emboried from Newpert with - cargo for
¥=zssachusetis. Off the Yew Inglend coast however his vessal
wszs siruck by lighitning end this pioneer shipbuilder snd ex-
corter of Hants County with his emtire crew and vessel were
lost, '

Along the 5t. Johm Hiver, now in the province of New
Bpunswick but shich wes, prior tc 1784, 2 part of the ;rovince
of Nove Scotla, there had besn some early sctivities in lumbere
ing aud shipbullding. In 1767 there had been formed the compary
of Simuonds, Hazen snd “hite 2t Hewburyport in Massachusetts
vho were prepored to develoy the limestone resources apound
the present city of St. John,” Between 1764 snd 1774 this zroup

of men c¢arvied on operaticns and employed some seventeen vessels

in their business, ranging in size {rom tem to eighty tons.

L
b

Some of these vessels veps engsged in carrying lime and others
vere used for fishing but =ith the increzsing number of ships
tha t were resorting to the [{ishing gfounds sround Pasemecuoddy
com;etition became too gz szt and they decided to dispose of
some of their older vessels because, as they remarked scme-
what quaintly} ®we look upon it in guneral to be the better way
to sell &ll the vossels vhen they come to be old and crazy, as
‘aton. Chapters in the History of Hulifax County. American

_ Magegzine, 1918. . 34-35

Raymond, River S5t. John, ¢ 3813 p 299

Ibid, p 402. Mearch 16th, 1768, Letter to Hazen & Jarvis from

Simmonds "Yand then cut the timber for a schooner® evidently
the first stage of its construction. 1Ibid., p 394

i




we find by experience that old vessels are great ﬁoths.” The
first vessel bullt in the districi would seem to be the schooner
petscf, constructed for Simmonds and ¥hite under the supervision
of one Michzel Hodge a2t a cost of 83§/ per tomn a~nd which was
1sunched in the Autumn of 1769.

Other settlers continued to emigrste to the district and
in 17¢9 six families hed been sent out under = land setilement
scneme by s company that had reserwed the rights of hunting,
shooting and fishing around St, Johm as also the right ™o
erect wind and water mills besices the springs and river and
11 the wood for building shi;s,“‘while a {ew years before a
Seotsman by the nsme of Mr, Dovidson had come out from Inverness
to carry on lumber coperatiocns up the River Mirsmachi, exporting
& cargo of timber in 1770 and building, in 177Z, the first
schocner lazunched in the district.

rnere, ms elsewhere, the Var brought further activity in
industry to a standstill. /ippsrently the Cogpeny of Simmonds,
Hazen and Vhite realized the prospects of shipbuilding as a
rrofitable undertaking snd but 2 short time before the outbreak
of hostilities brougbt one John Jones, & mester ship carpenter
probably from Newburyport, to ca rry on shisbuilding =t Portland
Point. The Revolution stopped further work and although Hzzen
was suffielently certain of the undertsking to continue to pay

ohn Jones his wagesg during the duration of the upheaval but

unfortunately the war continued for Seven Years and the records

"Innis, Documents., p 203
YReymond. The River St, John, p 478




of the company cease.' It is eyl ent hovever thut many years
wefore the Loyali cime %o New PSrunswick adventurous individe
uals wers setively enge ged there, Carryling on comparatively
_rosrerous rursuits in ex;loiting the natural rescurces and
wiilding ships necesasry fop the transportation Jf their oro=
The sudden increase of the Jopulatlion coused Wy the in-
coming refugees n turslly quickezed zctlivily lan lumbering and

in shipbullding :snd the new inhapitants scon olfter thelr srrival
took ndventzge of the rescurces of the dlstrict to shich they
had come snd by 1785 1% wos reported that the progress made at
pt. John would Yastonish every s@ranger as it would to see the
improvements going on in the Courdiry. The number of saw mills
ercoted are very great and con ordly be imagined from the noble
rosvect this Country opens for Lumber and which is not to be
ejuallsd in any of the States, Fhe only wood thut is sesarce

is ¥hite Qak: Ted and Gray Osk there is in sbundsnce and the
most congincing proof that I cen gilve you of the falr prospect
thers 12 in this =riticle is, tha % & few days ego in consejuence
of rroposels I received from a merchant of eminence at Halifax
to locd two vessels here in the Spring ... and in a few days I
6z cet ... to conclude the contract for u,wards of 2000 tons

of timber consisting of "hite, Red eénd Grey Cuk, Elm, Beech,

Birenx

%k, Pine, Spruece, Dlack Bireh and Rock Ma le, timber for

shipbuilding, assorted as Spars, Masts, Keel pieces, Top Masts,

Yards, Planks, Barrels and Staveg.”

! Tsymond. The Fiver St, John, P 403
v inslow Papers. Feb, 9th. 1785. P 266
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Shizbullding was reflected in the increcsed activity im
spdustry snd 1t was neturel that the bullding of ships "vhere
every moterisl 1s, or m:y bDe .ot on the spot, cinnot =il to be
an article ol greal import nce to this Country. Mooy vessels
jarge nd small are now building on the River, and as the
geterials are of the best sori, it may be expecisd that the
vessels vill be lasting ¢nd dursble «id have & preference st
foreign morkets.”

Gy 1785 Lt 1s evident thot shi building was being regulirly
earried on in Nova Scotis :snd the found-tions being laid for
the Tuturc development of the industry. efore the Var of
smericen Incd endence we huve sc tiered references to shipys being
bullt here and there in new setlloments along the coast by the
iﬂﬁ$3¢ught3’gk0 were ang. ged in .n active, 1f smell, foreign
trode and progressively developing the n turcl resovrces of the
Frovinee but with the Var -there comes @ bresk and in the coastal
setilunents the peo le were reduced almost to daspaoir by the
sudden and eom  lete dissru,'..-tit_m to their ship ing.

The plones=rs in this industiy have long been overlooked
aid if not Igrored eutirely »hich has besen the ususal case have
I A sumaur;ly‘digmisseﬁ as individuals whose efforts and enter=

r.se hove been un.orthy of comment.” Sometimes their cotivities
have not becn exsemined vhich hus 1l#d such men as Sore, in his
dlstory of Cueents County to dtclurejth;t fghe Tirst vos:el
bullt in Yova Scotia was 3u11t here ( aslburne, sbdt 1786) and
ras of 250 tons burden. it is, however, stated that the French
insolow Papers. p Z€6

3{U?uutk, Alliscn, Campbell, Halliburton. 4
Fors, J.F. History of- “ueeas County. p &5 ’
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hut on no

@

had bullt vessels in this proviuce in exprly yeur
good autbority™ whieh of course ls not the case. It has
further been stuted that "lae “er of the /‘merican Revolultlion

23, In ope way st lo:ist, « benelfit to Nova Scotic becsuse Ehﬂ
fnnabit ats of ine province added to the nuwbar >f thelr ?Baagga

® i x -y P - 5 P 1 ;' T
by the caplures ol French ~nd Ameriesn coalt” walle Jlikpw

over the fact thot when Hova Jeotlans were selzlng enemy shing s

the French and Jmerlcens were caplturling *ovae “cotian veasa}qgng
vith monctonous regul rity ad ulth&ugh 1%t is evident that
siilps were chesp in the cleosing yesrs of the Var 1t was not se
muel: due to the incrsase ln thelr number caused‘by the eu_ tures
mode by Nova Scotisn priveteering vessels as the fact that they
nere useless [or trade, commerce or trangportetionm during a pers
10d ehen & shijp bound Tor se:. very often got no further thrn

: * - v ¥ R, 'Y o ¥
the hurbour mouth, Dy the csrly months of the year 1784 ?wiéﬁl&

!
h=d Lecome "scaPcee and de.r® anc insufficlent to supply the ﬂ

n the oulport villages were busily

e

demand vhile the merchunts
eng-ged in constructing vessels as qulckly ss they could in
order Lo tzke cors of their merchent shizping, sn evident faet
from the shipping records of Liverycol; Tarmcuth and S5t. Johle
although during this perlcd priv.te enter rise wuz actively
amgnged in shiphullding s decided, from motives that seem ‘
obseure, to further stlmalsate the shi bullding industry by the
peymant of bounties and on the Sixteenth o December, 1765, 1%
was yropngedﬁupon the rgcu&&endatisn of Col. Tonge th: t a comme
ittee of throe men "be appointed to comsider the ttility of
' Connde & Tts Provinces. Volume l0th. p 558
?«nuirfity Heoords., P.i.N.B8. Volumos, 492, 493,

M DMary of Simeon rerkins. Vol. 1. Vole. 2.
Journal of Assembly 1l6th. December l?Bﬁ.
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giving bounties on the produce of this province ... «nd other
articles the growth or mcnufactﬁré of ithe province und also
the exportation of whale 011.”'

The committee appolnted comprised Col. Tonge, Col. Simeon
rerkins and ¥r, ¥Vellace snd on the Twenty Fourth day of the same
month they brought in their report advising th.t "= bounty of
10/ er ton be sllowed snd paid on all vessels built in the
spovince and launched snd fitted for sea within the ye.r 1788
of the burthern of 40 tons and u wards, csrpenter's measureaent.;*
Three dz3s later the emmittee on bounties conferred with the
Couneil and reported that they would :gree "Lo the resclves res-
reeting bounties and premiums,® Mo specilic act was considered
necessary, the resolutions being rogarded as & temporary measure
'nd this first bounty leglslation was a parently included in K/
the General ﬁpprapriatian Bill Tor year 1786. 3

4y the next year theé bounties were apparently hoving the
desired result znd on the first of July, 1786, the cemmittos'
rerortad to the House that "we have used the utmost endeavours
to encourage the lumber trade of this province which is one of
its greotest exports to the Weét indies and we are happy to ine
fors Your ixcellency that our endeavours have been crowned with
suceess, the number of saw mills have increased beyond our most
sznouine expectatichs and the (usntities of lumber now ready
for markeinfar axceed the shipping we have to tr nsport the saun.i

, v
H week later it was Presolved that the bounties znd promiums

Lf?“?n*l_97 ~8s3umbly. December l6th. 1785
3&91@. ~ecember £7th. 1785,
unia. July lst., 1786
Ibid, July 7th. 1786. Hinutdés of the Council. July 10th, /86



neretofore granted by this'aonsa shall be continued to the

end of the year 1787 sgreesble to the resolves of the General
sssembly in thelir last Session® and the legislation was eme
podied in the Acts of the Assembly, Cap. 8, & bill intitled

nap fet for applying certain monies fepssslsins—eertr i TONICS
for the year 1787 etc.," section 11 wherein it wes stated that
rhe 1t further enscted that the bountlies and premiums voted and
sllowed by the Ganersl Assembly in thelr last sessions shall be
continued snd the same are hereby continued until the end of
the yéar 1787 and no longer and shall and may be paild and satis-
fied conformable To such votes by virtue of this Act."'

During the years 1786 snd 1787 we hove record of twenty
five bounties having been gr.onted and sntered in the sccount of
the Provincisl Treasurer. Ships constructed during this .eriod
rec=ived s bounty of tem shillings per ton and from the premiums
pald 1t 1s possibie to gauge the size of the vessels canstruetaﬁ{
there being eleven shich received & bounty of more then twenty
but less than thirty pounds or were between lorty and 7ifty tons
burden, carpenter's measurement; six of between sixty and Qighty
tons; two between eighty snd cme hundred tons; two of between
one hundr.d and one hungred znd tweanty tons while one vessel,
the brig aAbig:il which was bullt at Trure by Eliakin Tupper
and Devid ¥hidden during the yeur 1786 wus of some 128 touns while
another, the losewsy built &t Shelburne by Burtholomew Sullivan

! Statutes at Large. HNova Scotia.

vJournal ol Assembly. December €th., 1787. Tue scecount was

taken from Oct, &£5th, /87. Ibid. March 25th, 1789. There
has been puid since Vetober 1787 for Shipbuilding ...
#1830 P.A.ReB. Provincisl Treasurers Accounts for 1787
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peceived a bounty of £96 and was of some 19% tons burden, '
During the Autumn of 1787 there was a rumour that the

Generz1l a#ssembly plonned to discontinue further bounty legis-
jation on shipbuilding at the end of the yesr when the enaciw

ment would automaticslly lapse with the General Appropriation

pill for that year. By the Twenty ifth of Uctober it was re-
ported in the House that £358 had been paid out in bounties and

no doubt there were some who felt that this added expenditure

was unnecessary. In anticipation of the bounties being dis-
continued Alexander Copeland of Plctou forwarced a petition to

the Assembly which was received on the Third of December. He

had already secured one bounty for the sum of ££8.6. on the Tenth
of April, 1787, and had then gone shead with a larger vessel,
slready under construction but, foced -ith the prospect of bounties
being discontirued and therefore no ionger valid at the close

of the current year, he resolved to ask for some special con-
sideration. The petition is illustrative,” slthough perhaps stress-
ed from the motive involved, insomuch that it shows the eflect

of the provineisl subsidy on shipbuilding, In his plea to the
Arovincial Agsembly he declared that "encouraged by the Bounty
offered by the Honourable, the General issembly, of said province
during a2 former Session ... your petitioner on the Month of

sugust last entered in o an agreecment with an able master work

" man to superintend the construction of & shi, at Plctou with
two decks, of sixty ecight feet straight keel, twenty six leet

' List. Appended.

lissembly Papers. Volume £. Portfolio.

Ibid. Miscellaneous Portfolio. Also, Accounts of the Provincilal
Treasurer,
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peam & sixteen feet depth of hold and to be bullt in a compleat
and workmanlike menner; that your petitioner hath sent said
i#sster and & number of other workmen to Pictou who are now

em loyed in building her and h:ve nlso sent every materizl
which is necessary to {inish her® but, on being informed th:zt
pounties were to be discontinuad éat the expiration of the jre-
gent year," declared "thut from the infant stite of the Business
of Shiybullding in saild Frovince, it is im.ossible at present
to carry on the same without certsin Loss unless some premium
or Bounty be allowed by the Province to thos: she shall con-
struct good and servicesble vessels and that your petitioner
would not have embarked on the said andertaking but from the
rrosycect of the aforesaid premium."

The vessel in question, the rince &

tons, was finished sometime during the yesr 1788 and received
2 bounty at the rate of 7/6 siillings per ton or £80.,15.
On the 5i:th of D.cember, 1787, on scuount of the satis-
factory effect that the bounty on shipbuilding hed produced, it
was resolved "thst & bounty of 7/6 per ton be allowed and paid
on #:1 vessels of 75 tons and upwards that shall be built within
this province of _jood and suflicient materizls and in a2 work-
menlike manner and lsunched and fit for sea within the year 1?38?
The r solution vas embodled in the General ApjropPlation Bill™
fopr the year, Cap. 16, a B1ll intitled Pan ict for applying
certein monlcs thercin mentioned for the year 1788" section §
'Iournal of issembly. Dec. 6th. 1787
V3tatuted at Laorge. Nova Scotia.

ctitions. sssembly Papers. Portfolio Vol. 2 & 3. Also
miscellaneous portfolio. :
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of which fead that "be it further enzcted tizat by or ocut of

gsuch monies as are or may come into the public treasure of thig
.povince snd cre not herein =nd hereby specially appropristed
for other uses, there shall be sllowed and paid a bounty of
gseven shillings znd six pence per ton messure on all Véﬂ%éfg-af
seventy {ive tons ’tatute measure and upwards which shall be
muilt within this province of good snd suf icient materizls

and in a2 substantisl and workmsnlike meoner and launched and
made f£it for sea in the Year 1788."

During the year 1788 ther: were 9 vessels of more than
75 tons bullt shich claimed the bounty, the largest of shich
was the brig George Tracey bullt by Benjemin Collins at Livep.
pool end which was granted a bounty on the Fifteenth of Augusg
1788,

In March, 1788, the Geuneral Assembly met at Salifax ang
during the session several petiticns were prosented by ship.
builders who had, from verious reasons, be.n unsble to resch
Halifax at the end of December, 178c, to securc the . remiums
which lapsed at the close of that year.' Ten bounty certificates
were granted at this time although not z2ll were given without
discussion w«hile, in the csse of the I

not granted until after prolonged iuavestigation,
Ino July 1786 Jeames Kavanagh, a merchant of Halifax for
many vears who had removed himself tou St., Peters and was ine

terested in carrying on the [{ishery there”and trading along

Jéssembly Papers, Petitions, Portfolio #2.
{{uurnal of Assembly. HMarch 4th: €ths 10th, 1780
fssembly Papers. Ibid,

PO
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the coast of Cape DBreton, drew up «n agreement with Coptaln
#phraim Dscn of Liverpocl to hav. a vessel constructed there
fof him. The sgreement drawn u, 1s intercsting in that a: it
was probably according to the form usuclly adopted by Hallifax
and other merchinis who ordered vessels constructed in the oute-
ports.' In the document drawn up it was agreed "that sald Dean
doth agree and obliges himself to jurnish good sound and suff-
jeient timber and Planks all of Usk with Trunnells and Opars
of first quality Pine. 7To bulld or cause to be built therewlith
at Liverpool in this province a good Ochooner of the plan of the
Horble “ead Jankers ... the said Dean peying sll the carpenters
Caulkers and ¥ast Eakers Bills and to hove the Hull of said
vessel complestely inished from the hands 6f the erpenters and
in 2 vorkmanlike manuer by the Virst day of Harch next in order
for the Riggers to fit her ocut for sea. ind the said Lsvanagh
dothh on his part agree.to furnish iron znd to ;ay the Slack-
smiths, Joiners and Blockmakers Bills and to &y or cause %o be
pald to the sald Dean for Carpentert's work, etc., the full sum
of fifty‘gevsn shillings and sixpence, ilalifax Currency, for
ach “nd every ton sald vessel shall wmeasure, corpsnter's tonne
age: snid Dean drawing the bounty on said vessel as is or shall
be given by the Government in this province and as well on the
following express conditions: cne hall besides in Goods at the
signing of these ;resents: the other hali in Cash at the come
Pleating of and delivering said vaessel to said Kavanagh's order
"éﬁse&bly Papers. Portfolic Volume #8. i

Dary of Simeon ‘erkins., Volume 3. Uctober 2Znd, /86
Ibid. Junuary £7th, /87
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at Liverpool. The Partiss to the herewithin mentioned condit-
jons Bind themselves the one to the other in the !inal sum of
£300 sterling to be paid by the retracting PFarties.?

In Jonuary 1787 Captain Dean, «ho had returned from H&lirai
in the late Autumn of 1786 with orders for the constructiom of
three vessels, died but 1t nas declded by the sxecutors of his
gestate, Peter Hsrchinton, ratrick “scKaster and Godfrey Schwarts,
to carry on the consiruction of the vessel then on the stochs
and Benjemin Collins agreed with Mr, Cheever, as master worke
m&n: to complete the vessel vhich was launched on "or about the
Sixth day of Arril, 1787, stezunch, strong and well built.” s

There vas dificulty in securing wouchers “or the vessel
znd not until the Eleventh of March, 1788, did the executors of
Cnptedn Deant's estate lay before the House = comylete stste-

ment of the brig, the Hoysl Chsrlotie, and etitioned for the

bounty. On the Hineteenth ol Harch, however, James tavanagh
snearing of thekk claim, jut in & counter clalm, ap arently on
the rounds that &s Capt-in Dean was desd he had c¢leaim to the
bounty m&uey and declsred that as he understocd ®"that Peter
Harchinton, one of the members of ihis Honourable House" had
ireferred = ¢laim "for the same bounty™ he wished to bring for-
ward documents to éubstuntiate his &urge.

As it was declared on oath the vessel had'b&en constructed
within 1787 it was entitled to = bounty a2t 10/ s ton and finally
when in E.peh 1790 & further statement was presented by the ex-
Disry of Simeon Perkins, February 1&th. 1787
issembly rapers. Portfolioc. Ferkins does nmot mentiom the

launching im his diery szlthough the details of the vessel were
swern before him Maren 7th, 1768 by George Moren, Surveyor.



eutors of Deant's estate and .-avansgh's clsims were shown to be
groundless from the sgreement made with Dean before his death

with Ksvanagh and they were granted their bounty of £30 on the
Eighth of April 1790, "

There were in all eight bountles granted quring the Spring
Session of thé Aszembly in 1768 and four more in 1750 on =sccount
of vetitions from interested partics who, from peculicr circum-
stanees, had been uncble to secure thelr claims earlier, kTha
enquiries into the petitions of these later comers was very
siricet and, in the case of the claim fo: & bounty on the brig
Ruby built st Liverpocl during 1788 of 163, tons :nd owned by
Porester Cherlock, a Halifax mercicnt engoged in trading cper-
ations with Kavansgh, Simeon Perkins and Joseph Crowell before
whom the details of the wvessel were sworn were in turn further
cheecked by Joseph Tinkhsmm and Joseph Bangs and were in turn
ehecied by Benj:min Coilins and John Thomas, before the state-
ment sas finally y&ssed.w

During the years 1786 :nd 1787 twenty five vessels of more |
then forty toms had been built, lsunched and fitted for sea |
while during the year 1788 therc were tweuty vessels of more than\

seventy five tons bullt within the peninsula of Hova Scogla. It
is slso evident thut shipbuilding was estublished znd being carri-
ed on in prectically every outport settlement in the province
with the exceytion, perhsps, ol Iarmouth where shijbuilding dur-
i1g these early years 1s conspicuous by its absence. ilthough

'issembly Pepers. Fortfolio Volume #2.
VIbid,
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from the record of Yarmouth Ship ing in 1787 there were three
vessels of over forty tons, in 1788 one and, in 1789, one or

rive in all, it would ap ear that the Yarmouth snipbuilders, from
he record of bounties issued, were not living uyp to the some-
whet fulsome pralses given to them by enthusiastic historians
of the district, as there sre no records of ships being built
there during the years that the province was giving subsidies
to shipping and new ships. It was not until later that Yar-
moutﬁ shipping was to become [ mous., '

By 1790 1t 1is evident aht shipbullding as an industry
was {irmly established, awaiting only the greater development
of the industry that was to come with the turn of the Nine-
teanth Century.

But while ships were being built along the coast of Hova
Scotia =nd her herdy mariners sere sailing them over the seven
seas the increzse in population and the growth of trade made it
imperative that the inlandbdistricts of the province be opened
up and & system of roads cut that would sllow the rich produce
of the agricultural alstricts to be made available st the sea
ports, that would bind the scattered districts together by cive
ing $hem them the means of easy communication with one another
and which would create new settlements for development. It is,
therefore, to the opening up of the roads in Nova ocotia and

communication by land that we now must turn.

La s)on, ~ecord ot larmouth Shipping. Pp. 20, 21, 22.
Smmibpne T i v

i : ot it 1t .
His Lory ot ;armcuth bounty. Campbell., P 1l33.
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pounty Certificates Grantod for Ships Built in Novs Scotia of 40

rons or Over during 1786 =and 1787,

vaprant issued to:

charles Dickson at Truro for shipbuilding
Jan. 26th. /87

gphraim Dean =t “iverpool for ditto
9 Peb. 20th. /87

Eliakin Tupper & David Whidden at Truro for
brig ibizail Feb, 20th. /87

%
Cameron V., MacCaskill at Couniy Harbour for
ditto March ind. /87

Daniel MzcNeil at County iarbour for citto
March 2nd. /87

Thomss Meston at for ditto
Mareh 5th. /87

Peter Boyle & Company at Shelburne for ditto
March 6th. /87

David Vhidden at Truro for ditto
Mareh 30th. /87

¥ex Copeland at Pictou for ditto
April 10th. /87

James Knowles & “now “arker st Liverpool for
ditto April 1lth. /87

John & Hugh lHickerson at for ditte
April 1llth. /87

Willi=m Dcbertson at ditto
April 13th, /87

Thomas Millidge, I=sac Bennel & Phineas Millidge

at Digby the schooner Hope May Zrd. /87

Bartholomew Sullivan & Nsthaniel Mills May 15th. /87
at Shelburne for schocner Governor Parr

Duncan MacLean & Peter Boyle &t “helburne
for ship Hosewa May 15th. /87

Caleb "heaton at for ditto
June 5th. /87

£48.14.4

£38. 8.9

£64,

£38.10

£55410

£31.

27.6

56

96

£41.




Casper | Yollenhaupt at Lunenburg lor the
ﬂh.b,, g sper Qct., xﬁl‘d. /87 §54o

,mvtlet: radford ot Liverpool for the
g ltur A\"UVQ 1 mo /87 -{»56‘10

er}i‘) ﬁtnirg ict uh&&t sagh I'b ur er tile

S.LUU? 2!22@ %OV; d.r‘it}la /8? 1‘2'.’6.10
atephen Collins at u1verpwl for
shipbuilding Dec, 4th. /87 228,

Donsld Patterson & Alex Hauclonald at Cole
Harbour for the schooner Margaret Ulec. 1l0th /87 &

James Lodge & #iliiam &rmstreng at Antigonish

for schooner Lsetit Dec, 15th. /8? £20.,10
Charles Dickson ot Truro for the

,chOnner,gg_g;gg Dec. k4th. /87 883,
John Umlack at St. Eargaret's Say for

John Harris & ¥illiam Cock at
for shijbullding bDec. £8th, /87 LE6.

Waprants marked x were cashed prior to Uctober the Twenty
Fifth, 1787, and amount to I30L.43.1. irom & statement made in
the ‘:sembly on December the 5ixth, 1787, 1t wes declared that
2&BE had veen psid for shipbuilding st the close of the current
year, October the Trenty Fifth, 1787. The odd amount of 43/1
msy be sgcounted for by zccumul:ted interest belore the warrents
were c:shed. In the case of Casper Wollenhaupt his warrant
was not csshed until the Twenty 8ixth of June, 1789, ( Provineial

Tressurerts ‘ccounts.)



pounty Certificates Granted for -hips built in Sovs Scotia

of 75 tons and over during 1788.

Varrant Issued to:
Jrcob Conrsd at Cole Harbour for 4
April Z4th. /88

shipbuilding.
John % Godfrey Schwartz st
J?A,Z“l. sth. faﬁ

for brig Adomant.

¥41lizm Canulnghem ¢t Shelburne for

schooner Plow
“enjamin Coliins at ILiverpool for
brig George JFricey. iug, 1l5th, /88
Jonathen Fovler, John omith & Lemuwel Bourne
Uigby) for schoomer Ligby sAuge 15th, /88

at
Thom=s ¥, Hoors & Company at
for shipbuilding fug. 29th. /88
¥illism Hixson at Hanchester for
shipbuilding. Oct. 3rd. /88
Edvard Nicols ot Liverpocl for "
brig Ceres Hov. l4th. /88
Uec. 1l6th. /88

Jomaes Hscebe & Company &t
for shiybuilding

£78.
£58,10
288,17+ 6
£36,.
£50.18, €

£38e & .

In the warrant issued to Jeacob Conrad it 1is stated that

the schooner, the Betsey, weas built w=ithin 1787 and therefore
tiat it wes entitled to & bounty at the rate of 10/ rer ton.
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BRounty Certificat.s granted in 1789 for ships of 75 tons and ove
puilt within the province of Nova Scotia at the rute of 7/6
per ton during 1788 but vhich were unable to reach dslifax st

the end of the year 1788,
warrant Issued to:
John & Edward Kirby at
for shipbuilding. Jon. 15th. /89  £20. 2. 4

Edward Prior & Compzny at Halifax
for the brig Halifax Jan, 2%rd. /89 £54. 7. 6

Joseph Burss & Company at Liverpool
for the })rig U!!j(}n Feb. 5.17th. /89 240. 7011

Benjamin Devolfe at Truro
for the brig Sall Teb 10th. /89 £48.16

Mex Copeland at Pictou for the

ship Prince ¥illiam Henry Mureh 16th. /89 £90.15

Villiem Johnston at Sississibou Biver
for schooner James & Jane April 4th. /89 £3%¢ T B

Simeon Perkins at Liverpool for
the brig Minerva April 7th. /89 £41.12, 6

Charles & Daniel vickson st Truro for
the brig imelia April 7th, /8% £%5%7. 7. 8

In the Autumn of 1786 the owners of ships who could not
bring their vessels to Holifax to claim the bounty were in-
structed to send in = sworn affadavit of the size and details
of their vessels. This was in force until Jonuary 1788
when this privilege was withdrawn, and all ownédes of ships
¥ho wished to claim the bounty for vessels constructed during
the time 21lowed were ordered to bring them to Halifex to be

measured,’

-
N.S. Gazette: Sept 12th. /86: Jan. 8th. /88
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Bounties granted during the yeur 1790 to shipbuilders who
ror various reasons were unable to secure proper recognition of

thelr ships before the close of the year 1788,

From the Journal of sassembly, March 4th, 1730,
mpetition of James Moody presented by Mr. Marchinton that
the =aid Moody built, rig ed and sent to sea a shi, from Siss-
ipbou in this Province of 198 tons." Granted a bounty of
P72.7.6 at the rate of 7/6 = ton by an ict of -~ssembly, Cap., 18
June l4th, 1791. This vessel wes qplled the Loyzlist,

M=rech 10th. 1720.

Petition of Jrmes Locge end viliiam srmstrong thot they built
a2 briz in Guyseborough in 1788 snd could not recch Helifex in
time to secure the certificates for, "owing to the severity of
the we ther they were prevented rrom navigating the said brig
to H lifax until the oSpring of 1789 wihich excluded the petition-
ers ‘rom obtaining the legal certificates for ﬁounty nd praying
that the House would.Le pleased to en. uire into the merits of
their cleaim and gant them such reliel «s in their wisdom they

mey seem meet,®

M:.I‘Cfl lgth. 17‘300
Petition of Josepyh Tinkham who built a brlg =t Liverpocl, the
Ruby, end could not reach H:1lifax iu time to secure the certifi-

cates,

A ul’il etho 17"50 .
etition of the executors of the estate of E hraim Dean, Claim-

ing bounty on the brig Hoyal Charlotte built within 1787,




Communication by Land

Chapter Three

Highways of Nova Scotiasx

The story of shilps and shipbuilding 1s one ;rimérily of
communication and the trenspertation of commodities by water,
7pom the yhysicul basis of Nova Scotia it vas nsturel that the
ses should hs J@UZLG firet and only highway, not merely for the
eczrrying of supplies, but alsc for travel and exploration. The
bar -en hinterland drew no settlers and was unknowm ¢ ce.t by the
wandering Indi:n snd solitery trapper. OSettlements fringed the
coast line, close geo rspnlcally, but separcted lrom esch other
af "ectively by notural barriers to easy inland communication
rith the result that for more than & century and & hself after
the Lreak up of de aant\g 111 futed expedition these scattered

utports remained isol:sted {rom each other except by ses. But
while shipbuilding grew, first from the immeédi:te necds of the
ozatal setilers and then, later, =s an indusiry capr:led on pro-
fitsbly in conveying the staple products of the province to
foraigﬁ narxets; atlompts were being made to jJoln the comastal
settlements together by roasds in order %o @stablish safer and
more rapid means of transport a«nd comsunicstion.

Strategically and economiecslly 1t was not until the last
hall of the Zighteentn Century that the nsed {or roads became
sressing. The survivors‘uf de Hont ;\ex;eéitian who had fled
to the upper reachd of the Bay of %hndy.in 1608, thus forming

Lt o
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the nuecleus of the future ~cadian people, sought isolation.
mrouzhout the Seventeenth Century and its years of strife the
gettled district sround the Basin of Mines, although growing
yearly mor{;opulous, continued to remaln isclated. The stormy
Bay of Fundy =nd shallow tidzl rivers ;rovided - natural barrier
ainst marauding plunderers while the forest land between
annapolis Boyal and the Cornwallis -diver remained an impassable
area with the overland route possible ohly for the Indian or
the experienced woodsman., From the friendly Indians these
Acadinns were famiiiar with the easiest trails through the lor-
ests lying at the Lesd of the Mines Basin and it seems safe

tc assume that it was from these devious routes through the
woods over which they drove their cattle that rocds zs such
took their course in Nova Scotia., W¥With the coming of the
English after the Tre«ty of Utrecht even gre:ater secrecy was
necesgsary for the scadians in cerrying on their sgriculiurzl
activity but it seems evident that many yesrs before the found-
ing of Halilfax a well mark 4 system of overlsand trails were
being used by the Freunch neutrals in their tr:vels to and freo
over the peninsule,

Three main routes zppesr to have been used, having zs
their starting place the Indian vill:ige of Pigignuit, near the
rresent town of Windsor, and probably not far from VWindsor
Forks where the aivon River cbuld be easily forded., The first
of these was a trail to the South Shore, no doubt following
approximately the route used today in passing from Uindsor

overland to Chester although it apparently touched the coust



a2t Prospect Harbour,®near la leve on the South Coast.®™ The
gsegond of these appears te have been overland "to Cape Marie
on the szme coast not far from Canso," while a third route ex-
tended "from Cobegnuit, at the Dottom of the Bay, to Teta-
magouche on the Tast Coast." '

The early years {ollowing the {ounding of Halifax saw no
a;;arenEA?n the part of the local government to push forward a
gystem of land communication. Although a road seems to have
been cleared from Vindsor to Hulifex eignteen feel in width by
Acadisan labour in the year 1742 over which some catile were
driven for the new setilleoment zt Helifex, it wos made primarily
for military .urposes and us settlement did not extend inland
and the danger from roving Incians made a Journey by l:nd both
uncertain and precerious, roads were not essential, all travel
and transportation ol goods being cercied on by sea.

In end arcund the newly formed German setilement &% Lunen-
burg road bullding for Jocal ;ur;c:es was soon undertaken, In
1754 they were reporited as being employed "in cutiing Roads thro!
their great lots® while three yecars later a more ambitious plan
was undertaken and & new road suggested, to be cut from Lunenw
burg to Halifax. Oeveral ol the inhabitants of Lunenburg marched
overland to survey the most suitable route and appeared belore
the Council at Hzlifax in February, 1757;'and were offered the

a

contraet of making a road one rod wide at the rate of €6 per

mile "Ghieh taey would by no means zccept of but, on the con-
trary, insisted on so exorbitiont a price that no agreement could

; Select Document. Innis. Vol, 1. P 141.
* Council ¥inutes. Ieb., £27th. 1757. May 20th. 1757



nossibly be made with them." In Moy, however, an enter-

rrising man by the nome of Mr. rfernette decided to accept the
government?s proposal and offered to build a rozd ten feet

wide from Chester, or Mushmush, %to the Block House on the pen-
insula of Halifax., The Govermment were to furnish the contractor
with boats to supply his workmen with provisions and to give

him an armed guard, the road to be finlished within three months.
In orier to help the project, £50 was given in advance, the
balznce to be received when the road was completed, Although
some work may have been laild out upon it, the scheme was not
carried through and many years were to elapse before communication
by land was established between Halifax and Chester azlong the
Shore.

In the year 1761 the care of the roads was undertaken by
the General iscembly -nd a bill introduced for repairing and
making highways, roads, bridges snd streets :nd making new ones
where vented within the seversl townships of the province,! The
enactment was an interesting one and illustrative of an hon:st
attempt to coustruct and maintain the uew rosas on a system-
atic basis. The Grand Juries of the various CUcunties were to
nominate "two fitt and discreet peréuns” te be surveyors of highe-
ways for each county town, the penslty of relusing the nomin-
etion being & fine of £b. otatute lszbour was introduced and
everyone living within esch township who owned a cart, team or
truck were to send "on every day appointed by the said surveyors
of highways one cart or te m or truck with two oxen or two horses
and an able man to drive the same for four days in every year ..

Acts of “ssembly. Cap. 4. 1761



allowing eight hours to each days work"™ while others, who were
pot suffieciently fortunate to own conveyances, were to work

for six days & year under sen:lty of a fine if they neglected
to appear. nvasion of responsibility was impossible zs the
constables of the various townships were to make = return of
all houceholders 1n thelr districts to the road surveyors who,
in turn, were tc be responsible to the Ceneral Quarter Sessions
of the Peace.

The Bill was ordered ingrossed but 1little or ncthing seems
tc have been done =nd two years later, when the bill was once
more rresented to the Heuse, the motion was not agreed to.'

During the ummer of the next year some road building was
accompolished, due largely to the asctivities of Mejor Otto
Hamilton and the soldiers under him, Iz commenting on the work
done through Major Hamilton's efiorts the Governor, in zddress-
ing the House in the Autumn of 1764, remsrked fg_af "thit as
nothing ean contribute more to the rlourishing condition of =
country than an open and convenient cwmmﬁnication with the
different pargs of 1t, the repsirs and improvements made during
the Summer con the foad into the interior parts of the Province
have gre:tly =nswered that eﬁd."b # few days later, the House
in making its formszl reply, stated that "our communication
with the interior settlements of the province being now in a
consideralle measurc opened by several good roads intoc the
country ... it must be stiended witiy the best consequences and
we shall be ready to afford whatever is in our power under our

sresent circumstances towards the discharge of the expence that

' Lssembly Minutes Nov, 26th, 1763
+Ibid. October 1l2th. 176%: Oct. 13th, 1764
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nas necessarlly accrued in the prosecuting ol a2 work of such

.grest cdvantage to the province.®

&

spite these efiorts roadbuilding was troublesome: not
only were the natursl obstacles difficult to surmount but the
gezreity of labourers rendered the project costly. In the yeap
1765, in an attempt to force the owners of large gr:nts ol land
vho dwelt elsewhere to share this burden, &« bill wes introduced
in the /ssembly to compel zbsent proprietors to mest thelr share
in vepsiring highwsys, rosds and hridges within their districts '
put despite the efforts of the government cnly £481.4.10 was
sveileble {or roads during the fellowing year, the work belng
dene lurgely by the Royal troops. o

It was not, however, until the time of Govermor Francklyn
that a definite policy of internzl lsnd communication was put
forward end a new and more ambitious scheme of road building
undertaken.

Bor Governor Frencklyn the need for rcads was pressing and
the lack of essy land communication the source of grave economie

disadvantage to the province, Writing to the Lords of Trade in

ea

the Autum: of 1766 he proposed that if the cosl mines of Cape
Breton were allowed to be worked and cosl exported, under &
monopoly, ¢ profit of apprrorimately 7/6 a chaldron might be ex-
Fected vhich not only would serve as an incstimsble boon to
trade ong shipping but would also provide the Covernmmnt with a
Toad bullding Tunc that was so pecessary for road building in

the province ond yet vhich was, from the Iinancizl condition of

Nove Scotia, impossible of otherwise being accompolished,

i ‘Aq"emblw ¥inu
‘ e ¥y Hinutes. June 8th. 1765
k *Ibid. July 3rd. 1765.
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‘rom the money thus raised he suggested that:

"main Roads be immediately opened from hence (H:lifax)
to Cape Szble and thence around to funnapolis and another
from this tec the Gut of Canso, in order to puss from
thence by a Ferry to the Island of Breton, not far
distant from St. Peters where, I am informed, there is
a road of Communication with LOUioDuh-a. “hiat snother
main road be carried by way of Cobequid, thence to
branch off to Tatamagouche for & communication with

8t. John's Island, this szme FRoad to be carried from
Cobequid to Cumberland, thence to the head of Pit-
icoudisck River zand so on to ... the River St. John
whére in future one may be made to the E.stern parts

of New England., By this means every part of this pro-
vince will huve a communication with its capitzl as the
severasl Towns ne=r to which the (proposed) main Toads
may go will be able to make proper bye Rozds from them
to the main Roads at their own expence, as well as %o
cut across the peninsul: and from one town to inother.m

By the series of new roads, such as he proposed, he felt the
country would become fully explored, tﬁat new settlements would
be opened up which, "once sccompolisned will enable the whole
Country to unite its strength for its defence znd safety," that
the Courts of Justice could be held regularly in the various
counties, that the people could be kept in good order and that
above all the farmer would find =n easy means of transportation
for his preoduce :nd the f{isherman che:zper prowlsions for his
remily. !

He planoed th:at "these Main Roads should be opened st
least forty feet in width, the Trees cut close to the ground,

cleared of Brush, falled Timber and all Impediments and that

&

5

iridges of Timber, where necessary, be lald over the Rivers and
Swamps®™ which he estimated mizht "be executed at the rote of £25
rer mile, one mile with another," which would serve as an arteris

system of highways alcng which settlement would afterwzards

P.,A.N.8, VYol. 37. Doc. #54, Cept. 30th. 1766
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follow. As he consicdered that from £500 t¢ £100C might reasop.
£bly be raised from the rewenues zrising from the coal mines

clone it would be possible to lasy out and ccnstruct thitty op

O
e
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hese roads amnually at no further expence to the

The plan seemecd reasonable encugh but unfortunztely it
interfered with Imperisl interests, However the Governor pro.
ceceded with the plien end a concession was granted to Benjamin
Gerrish, James /mcebury, Peter 3Berd and «i1lliam Lloyd who gave
in return for the privilege « bond of £500. Uniortunately fop
them the coal mines f{ell in duriong thelr operations, meking {g
impossible for them to deliver the 3000 chauldpons of cozl theg
they had coniracted for and it was necessary for them to ask
that an extension of their concessicn be made which was 5T nteq
py the Council in February, 1768.'

Althcugh the monopoly had becn granted on the authority
¢ the Goverror without coantirmstion from the Board of Trade
the Couneil and <ssembly, =2cting on the precedent thus made, Lug
forwerd a plez th=t not only should the revenue from the cou)
mines be alloted to the province but that the quitvrents shculd
be allowed as well, maint;inihg that the provincial debt had
been contracted from necessary imppovements Lo the province apg
the gre-t expence arising Irom openlng roads of communication
to the interior parts of the avuntfy:v The request was unaucces3
fulianﬂ while the Secretary of State, in his reply, stated thag
although His liajestyaapproved of road building he could not,

! Council ¥inutes. Feb. £9th, 1768
*P.A.N,S. Vol. 45, Doc. #32
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under any consideration whatsoever consent to hove either the
coal revenucs or the .uit rents sp.roprizted for that gurpose.'Aw
S

Although, by 1766, several paths had been cut Lo some of
the outlying settlements, none of them except that leading to
windsor was possible or sufficiently opened up and imgroved-to
allow the passage of carrisges snd even then the Jjourney to
“indsor was possible only with difficulty and st certain seasons
of the year while no others were passable or horses except the
path that continued on freom ¥indsor te Annapolls via Cornwallis
on account of the rivers and swamps, over which there were no
bridges, so that it may be sald that inland communication was
derendent on 1litile more than tralls that had been blozed into
the interior.

The lack of roads caused becth inconvenlence aznd economice
distress. 7Yith the development, snd gr-dual growth, of the

fertile districts of the province 1t was essentisl that the

o
&

egricultural produce should be rcadily asccessible to the market
et H:lifex by an overland route rether than by a long and t&éiaus
voyage around the ccast. Belng thus cut oi'f, the country péoyla
were deprived of the zdvantage of dealing directly with the
Helifsx merchents "and of discuarging the debts contracted with
them ... greztly to the dis:dv ntage of the Proprietors of those
lands who reside in this town (Halifax) on account ofvthe‘
difficulty of obtaining returns of the prefits arising from the
money laid out in their im;rovements"swhile & further bb@tacle
was the fzet that roving New inglsnd traders could buy up the
' P,AN.S, Vol, 43, Doc. 788: Vol 5l. Feb. £Gth. 1768

: Select Uocuments of Canadian Hconomic History. Innis. p 204
Ibid, nsev
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produce of the agricultural districis .round the Minus <asin

in exchange {or necessities and then ship it asround to Halifax

substantial profit.

The difficulty of remedying it was complicated by the fact
that the population was both scatterud znd sparse with many miles
of uninhabitated land between the settlements so that in order
for the people to maintain their rozds it was necessary for them
to do so at the neglect of their cultivated lands from which
they drew tholr shole supyort. It was not unnztural therefore,
that attempts at road building should have been ineffectusl and

‘sporadic.

Dpring the year 1766 = survey was tesken of Hova Scotia
and a map made by Captailn Montresor; a Royal engincer, on which
were traced the roads of the province, Irom this map it would
seen that the rouads, although they were at $hat time little
more than wocdlsnd trails, followed simillar courses.that are
used today. The most travelled route was thet leading from the
North VWest district of the peninsula st Halilfax, probably not
fer from the head of the North Vest Arm, to Fort Sackville,
near Bedford, and from thence overlsnd to Windsor, crossing the
Rivers Ardoise, the 8t. Croix =nd the ‘von to Fort Edward: then
following through to Gr.nd Pre, across the Gaspereau River, and
cver towards the North Mountain renge, crossing the Cornwallils
River at a narrow place and then on across the dykelands to-
vards Cesnard end Pereau. From Cornwsllis weslward towards
innapells it would appear that the trail was ih bad repzir to

Granville Ferry while westward from innapolis towards Yarmouth
1 2
POAOEQD. Haps.
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there weg no communication except by sea.
From Fort Edwsard two cother routes met - one going over-
land to the head of Hshone Bay with a2 branch westward through
vusumush Loke and the river beds to end abruptly near Lunenburg
and another brance Northward, following spproxim=tely the pre-
sent route from Chester to Hulifax, to asbout the head of the
Yorth West Arm. The second road from Fnrf Ldward led through
to Truro -nd seems to have folioved rether closely some of
the secondary rosas used today: from somewhere about the pre-
gsent district of Three Mile Flains it continued -cross: the
¥ennetecook fHiver then Horthwest to Noel, following the shore
to lsnitland and then on to Truro,
From Truvro two further tralls extended, one acrosgs the
River Macan to Ffort Lawrence at the head of Chegnecto Bey, through
to Port Cumberland, then on te Fort Moncton, on Bay Verte, while
sniother led straight overlsnd from Truro to Potamer:agouche on
the Zsst Coast. ' KLAa
It 1s uncertain whether this ma%AFny influence in form-
ul=ting the policy of the Board of Trude in respect 6o future
rozd allotments for the province, .lthough the revenue from the
coal mines znd the uit rents had been refused, Governor Franck-
lyn, who was in England, had in Warch 1768 securad £500 from the
Secretary of State for the use of roads in bove Scotis 'so that
in the futumn of that year the Governor, Lord Villiam Campbell,
wes able to announce th:t "His Majosty has graciously granted a

considerable sum of money this year btowards the continuation of

'Canedien Archives Heport 1894, lorch Y768
v issembly Jourmals., icot. Z2¢nd. Oct. x4th. 1768,



'rcads through the province, a bounty of which by stecadlly per-
servering in the condusct of dutiful subjects, { trust you will
not fail to gsin & further gr:nt from & Sovereign so earnest in

o

sromoting the good of his people end solicitous to reward the
vell deserving.® Thus exhorted and stimulsted an improvement

in the overlsnd tr:ils becqme temporarily evident but the Kingts
pounty was insuf{icient to cover the exvence oi bui’’ing rozds
throuzh & wild and di?,i-uit country and even the rescrt to a
lottery in order to help delray expences [{ziled on account of
there not being a suf icient number of adventurers interested

in the scheme.' Later, when a motion was made for zn allotment
to cover the expences of repairs made on the road from Sackville
to windsor, it vas stated by the House that the provincisl debt

alrzady due in leérvge measure to the expense of road build-

d

ing and the matter dropped,
The problem of rsising a sufiicient sum of money not only
to open roeds but to maintain znd to recasir them was the chief
obstacle to sny improvement in land communication, Siring floods
usually carrying awey the few bridges that existed while the
futumn rains quickly removed eny soll that that had been thrown

u ’-.‘

t

on the roads during the preceding Summer months.

Varicus ways had been tried in order to crezte & fund for
this purpose but with no effect, the ddutles srising from the
licenses on public houses being insufficent for the expense of
ro=d building while even & quaint attempt to appropriste the
nts mede originally by the Imperial authorities for two

‘Poi,NeS, Vol 44 Doc. #11 Nov. 29th, 1772
vi:‘. ‘LsN.-:. ‘V’Ql. 430 July 5th. 1770 ) A | f’;wii 3 { [ N Y e
fssembly Journals.. Inded. 1768-1776 Hoads. LIgRAay
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school masters and two midwives, who were somewhat lnexplicably
Afwuﬁd to be dead or non existent in the year 1766, had proved
to be useless)
In 1772, however, & new and more systematic attempt at
road building and road maintenance was undsrtsken, all other
means having been tried for so necosgsary a purpose "but without
Effect." By an Lct passed in July of that year:/e direct tax
on lands was enfovced whereby every housenolder and landown&er
in the provine= who had held land for one yeur or more wus to
he z2ssessed at the rate of 2/€ for every five hundred acres, or
less, shile every owner or proprietor of l-nd exceeding this
~amount wsas to pay six pence lor each and eve y hundred acres

dred acres. As a precaution it wa: added that no

o

over five hu
tax on zny person should exceed 50/ although, if a'grantee held
lands in ggrious districts, he was to be assessed proportionctely,
The justices o. the peuce iu the various counties were

to appoint two Mor more it and suf icient inh bitents as ass-
zss0rs in each township ... and one or more responsible peesons
being Imhebitants =nd :reenolders in said County, to be coullect-
ors of taxes.® These assessors were to examiue into the number

of householdérs znd the cuentity of land owned in each tounship

and to make an assessment roll that was to be returned to the
Justices, the notice being posted in & public place for ten d&ysﬁ
and, 1f no sufflcient cause was given in that time to show that 1}
the asgsegsment =as unreasonable, the Justices were to approve

the assessment roll "by endorsing thelr names thereon and shall

i «H.5, Inland Letter Book. Vol. 131 Sept. 9th. 1786
Acts of iAssembly. Cap. 9. July 6th, 1772,
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jssue their warr:nt to the Collector or Collectors with said
rasceg Rolle annex'd, thereto Impowering them immedli:tely to
levy the same." The collectors were compelled to carry out
their duties under the renclty of a £10 fine =nd were to be
21loed Tor their trouble 1/ in every pound collected.

Under the same ict the Liut- Governor or Commonder in

Chief was empowered "to appoint such and so many able and dis-

creet persons as to him -hall scem meat, net 1loss in number
then ihr;e in eacii County, to be commissioners or directors of
Foads in the ?éspe;tive Counties of this province," and in this
year road commissioners were zppointed for the several . counties,
Helifex and Tunenburg having csch seven commissioners; King's
umberland and Sudbury Countles having four; iAnnapolls and Jueen!
ench having five. The ap,ointment seems to h:ve been un-
«zleried one, being derendent upon a percent:ge of the road all-

otments made for the various districts for the repair of their

Despite the laudable intention implied within the ict
its results were discppointing. For the yeur 1773 the totsal
collected within the township of Liverpool secms to have been
only 2/6, an smount that,sezrcely enrich the coilector: while
in the next year the Governor wished to inlormed how much had
been collected from the rond tax in Lunenburg, "also whether
any part hath been spplled and ﬁow?"t

In the townshiyps of Horton, Cornwellis, ‘almouth and New-

port the rosults were =z little more successtul, their need for

yUlery of Simeon Perkins. Sept. 10th. 1773. p. 64
inland Letter Book. GSept. “rd. 1774 Vol. 131,



roads being, perhaps, more pressing and import.nt than the dis-

tricts along the oo

eagy communication with each other

u'h Western shore which had comparatively

and the capital at Halifsax

by sez., For th: year 1775 the road as:essments for those town-

[ Ry
ships was £85.1.4. In July of the ssme ye:r the Road Commission-

ers met and teck into considersztion "how they should proceed to

carry the Hoad sct into ctxectulon, sgree:ble to the intention

R

thereof ... hovin: duely and very rtilentively considered the

state and condition of the severzl Publick hoads in safﬁ/ﬁounty

(ting's) with the situation, c¢if iculty and gre=zt expense thut

would =ttend the repalr of these [oads,

particularly the old

Road leading from the Palmouth Ford to Horton Town and dso the

very little purpose such expensive lepsirs would answer to the

Publick in the End, on account of the prodigious ascents znd

Descents on sald old Road as such repair would be carried away

¥ 2
by the next Thaw or heavy Hain," and a new road was proposed.

How Tar the Act was successful in the Tewnship of Horton may be

Judged from the following returns:”

1773,
1774,
1775
1776

'Chipman Mss.,
*Ibid.

Doce #

tmount of rate bill
U Collected
" Expended, 1774,

Amount of rate bill
‘ Collected
" Expended, 1775

Amount of rate bill
" Collected
. Expended, 1776

Amount of rate bill

" Collected

" _Expended, 1778
Doc., # 13. 1773
1d: 1778,

®>Ibid., Doc. # 5. 1778

128- g. 53
£13.17.

£28,18.4%
186,17.1%
£18.8

£30.0. 9‘
£14.
£6.17.5

£29,19.1
£280.,0.0
£19.5.3



Con't.
1778, Amount of rate Bill £28.19.1
" Collected £20,0,0
" Expended, 1778 £19,5.3
1777, Amount of Rate Bill 230.12
" Collected NONE
n Expended, 1779 £1.16
1778, smount of hate Bill £88416,3
" Collected £5.10
" Expended, 1780 £45.6,3

Although the sums collected in this district may be con-
sidered fairly successful, except during the years of the
revolutionary %ar, elsewhers the ict was not so populsar and in
an attempt to cope with any resistince that might =rise in

. collecting the ro:d assessments an act was passed in the next
year, 1773, whereby the fines due from disregarding the roud
Act of 1772 were to be considered =nd recovered "as actions of
debts or tresspass s=re recovered, = law that proved to be
e;ually as unpcpular.'

Meanwhile the Governor, Lord Willism Campbell, was doing
all in his power to secure Imperial zid lor rosd building in the
vrovince., In 1772 he had written to England entreating their
Lordships "aid to our efforts in making and repairing the nec-
essary roads," and complzining of the fruitless attempts at
rozd building snd the unsystematic method followed, through lack
of money, which caused "the produce of the couniry, for want of
communication with H lifax, to be carried to lew Lngland"\%hich

was detrimental to the province and raised the cost of provisions

‘fiets of sssembly. Cap. 3. 1773
Diary of Simeon Perkins. Jan, 19th, 1773
‘vP.'i.'N.S‘ V01. 44- :'SOVQ “47Lh¢ 1772
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in the Halifex market., In the year 1775 1t was declared, in
another :=poeal to the “ecretary of State, that, through lack

of money, "the damage done by the ¥Winter weather will destroy
the grester part of what had been done before" in the way of
road building while anmcther dise.id/‘é;:ﬂta:ge was that with the
market =t Huolifax being inaccessible to the agricultursl dis-
tricts =znd being dependent on roving FNew England traders to
purcifse thelr produce at a cheap rate the back setilemehts

were being seriously retarded in their development =nd re trict-
ed in their growth! In 1774 Governor Legge made one more

appeal to the Imperial authokitles, declaring that iU = grant
.of £500 were made =znuusally for five consecutive yeurs "it would
be of more essential service tc thi.s colony than anything I could
cropose.” The apyeal was, however, not:nwired.

The lack of roads not ounly caused economic disadvintage
but difficulty in sdministering the government of the province,
In July, 1774, the trouble and inconvenience encountered by the
reo le of Yarmouth and /rgyle in travelling to Ltgﬁrpool for
the law Courts was voiced in the Assemblygwhile,xiﬁ the'wutunn
of that year, it was nece:sary for the louse to be dissolved
early in November "as the advanced Sezson and difficulty of
travelling, in the present situation of thne roads, obliges mem-
bers who reside at a distance from Hzlifax to return to their
homes.”u

Cne the eve of the Americen Huvolution another need for
!Select Document. Innis. p 204, P.i.N,5. Vol. 43. Doc. #24

P.A.N.S. YVol. 42, Doc. #47. Oct,. 18th, 1774

> Council Minutes July 1éth. 1774
Ibid.” Nov. 12th. 1774,



roads beczme evident, that of military defence. LlLHeretofore
money for roads had been granted, when it had been grented at
all, ‘or the convenience and use of the inland settlers and the
trensportetion of commodities to the m rket at Halifax but in
Jovember 1775 Governor Leg.e, in reporting to the lome Authoritie:
mzde a plea that s sum of money should be slloted for roads te
en-ble troous to be transferred more recdily though the ocut-
lying setilements. The suggestion Tound but little fsvour in
mgland at &« time whon the gravity of the situation in ‘merieca
made Parliamentary money grents to the colonles a subject for
close inspection and the sug: estion was not zct.d upon.' Some
yeaurs later, ho:ever, the l:ck of rozds was CCﬁ:ideﬁgd useful
for the protection of the cclony znd, in 1781, vhen é,porting to
Englznd on the milit:ory delfences of thoe province, it\was said
that slthough en armed force might land on the peninsuli, the
transportation of their troops and supplies by land would be
attendant with so meny difficultics thatl their advantage would
be lost.” A
\

By the end of the year 1770 1t would seem that there were“x\
only two rosds worthy of the designution in Nova Scotia, that
lesding from Halifax to Vindsor which was capabl: of allowing
carriages and, 2t certain sessons of the year, the road from
Sackvill: to Truro. This l:st rozd is shown in part on Montresor!
map as extending only from the vicinity of Vindsor Junction
arcund Grand Lake to. nfield but, with further monggés voted by
the General Assembly, the rcuﬁe had been extended at this time
from "Halif¥x to Chebenacacie Lakes snd from Chcbenacadie River
to Truvo." ‘ | i

'P.A.N.8. Vol. 44. Doc. #80., Nov, 20th. L775
*Innis:f ¥eb. 28th, 178l. P.A.N.S5. Vol. 48. Doc. #126. Sept. 186,
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Despite the fact that rosd commissioners had been appointed
in 1772, no systematic progress in road building had becn ache
ieved, due to the lack of money snd revenue, the scattered
situation of the settlements and the natursl obstacles to be
cvercome in pushing roads through & wild and difficult country;
It may be said,.therefore, that in the years preceding the
smerican Hevolution the roads of Hove Scotla were litile better
than woodland trails that involved a dangerous and uncertain
journey for travellers and were passable only at certazin seasons
of the year, In the Nova Scotian Alamansc for the year 1772'
the only route, with the distances and houses of entert:inment

. along the way, that was given was for the cld overland trail
from Halifax to Annapolls, beyond ‘nuapolis the way being by
water and with settlements stiil confined to the coast travel

by sea remained the accepted means of communication.

¥ith the outhraaﬁ of hostilities in /merics it mi ht have
been expected that alli&ttempts at road building in #ova Scotia
#ould have been suspended and yet some activity secms evident.
During the year 1776, it is truec, little was done except to see
that the proper dissem:ation of scriptures should not be hampered
by the increasing cost necessary to establish inland communicatior
and after some discussion had token place;a bill was passed? -
e feby "the taxes imposed and set by the severzl lsws of this
province for the making, repairing =nd amending highways doth
3P, AN.S. Vol, 301, Doc. 64
7Journa1$ of Assembly. June £4th, 1777.

Ibid. June 15th. 1778
Ibid. Oct. £lst., 1780

V N.8, Gazette & Veekly Chronicle Lec, lst. 1772 Advertisment.
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not, nor ought, to extend to the taxing and levying the same on
sny ministers of the gés;elg except lor thelr lands® which former)
ned been exempt y®f§,during the yeur 1778, the compuratively lurge
sum of £1000 toget&er witn the money ralsed from licensed houses
until the Zleventh of June, 1779, was ap roprizted for roads
and bridges, mainly from Fort Cecikville to y;hayclis‘!
ot only were the rowuds of the province litile more than
rocky trails but even the strects of the cupitsl were in a
wrotcaed condition. In 1779 s sum of mouney had been voted for
their repzsir but in the year following & potition was received

craying for a further sum of £80.89.7 for the sk of [ixing the

streets of Hulifsx "some of uhich, being slmost impassable, re-
uired more labour than the inhabitints were obliged to cerform

' 3 el
in one yeary agreeable to Luw." However, -everal wheel carriages

sere ownédcin H:.lifax from an early dste =nd in 177¢ there
a regulsr hackrey cosch service instituted by one Richard H
his aﬁvertisgeut is curlous tnd it sould seem thet MQNvas wfﬁ
to tuke "not more then lour gentlemen or ladies ... to Yort 4
ville® for &0/ wita the intermedii. te stops at pragertgenégg\f} ;
Bat the chief terror to pedestrisns in H 1lifex &t thls time g
the gulloping horsemen and the various complaints uttered by i1

dignant eitizens against Pspeeders® is strangely f.ailiﬁrf

In to
sutumn of 1773 it was maintained that these careless riders vere
Mot . few giddy young gentlemen® only but a "set of idle pampered
scoundrels of serv.nts" and in December = by.law was passed laying
dowsn stringent pen lties for offenders including the possibility

' Journals of issembly. June 15th. 1778
*Ibid, Oct. 2lst. 1780

®H.8. Gazette & Weekly Circnicle Dec. 8th. /72; Sept. l4th. /78
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of ten strijes being inflicted upon those who were careless
| %

encugh to disregard the law,
The maintenance and repair of the old roads, rather thaaﬁﬁ?
tae construction of new ones, was still the chief difiiculty.
7ith more expenditure on the roads it was becoming increasing-
ly important to prevent damage beiﬁg done to those already in
use =nd in an effort to yroﬁide for this a bill was introduced

in the Assembly during the iutumt. of 1779 to regul te carriers

% -
i S R a8 e e . M

and owners of waggons, carts and trucks employed for hire on

i

e roads between Hallifax and the townships of Windsor, Truro,
Onslow and LondonQerry.v The enzctment was zn interesting one
designed as it was not only to protect the roads from abuse
out the consumer and traveller also. 411 carriers of goods
were to be licensed at 5/ and give a bond of £25 for good be-
haviocur while "the price of carriage goods, wares and merchandize
between Halifex and vWindsor and between Halilax or Fort Sackville
~to the Bridge over the River Chebenacadie"™ was to be carefully
fegulated, "comnsideratlion being had to the price of hay snd
other provender and the price of labour.m It was further or-
dered that no carter should ask more than 20/  er hundredweight
gross welght from Halifax to Windsor while for bundles less than
©8 1lbs. the ch.rge was not to be more than five half ence per 1lb.
and from Sackville the r:te was to be 16/ per hundredweight and
four halfpence per lb. for parcels under £8 lbs.3 These licénseﬁ
carriers in order to retain their privilege had to make the
Journey between iHalifax and Windsor at least three times in every
'N.8, GCazette & Weekly Chronicle., Deec. 7th. 1773

Yiets of aAssembly. Cap, 13. June 2&nd. 1779
3 N.8. Gazette & Weekly Chronicle. May 22nd. 1781



four weeks, to have their nave, place of abode and number painted
in large letters on their waggons and to "have 2t least one bell

hung to each horse." Recelpts were to be given to all customers
and they were to carry = tarred cloth of suf icient size to cover
the load.

Thié attempt to pr.serve the roads would seem to have had
pbut little effect and it was stated that "whereas the houds and
Bridges in several parts oif th: province szre in . very bad state
and, unless immedintely repaired, the communication between
Halifax and those places will be attended with great danger as
well as inconvenience to trav;liers"'furtﬁer efiorts must be made.
The regulations also were not poyular and s petition was socon
forthecoming from the owners ol aggons and carts “emplbyed in
carrying goods, wares and mercnandize from Hzlifax to Windsor
and qther parts of the province," setting forth "the many incon-
venicnces and the grezt detriment thsy, as well as the public
in general, sufier under the several restrictions imyosed upon

»
them, "

Although the need for roads was pressing and some £1400
#as voted by the issembly in 1781 for roads, kittle was accom-
rolished, Labour, naturaily, was difficult to secure znd in &an
attemyt to remedy the shortage = bill was introduced in the

* ASsembly during 1782 to compel servants hired by the year, who
formerly had been exempted from road service, to share the burderis
tozether with & proposal that level routesqbe surveyed for

:Journals of A sembly. July crd. 1781,
gibld. June 27:h, 1781
qibld. July. Srd. 1781

Ibid, June 16th. 1782
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fMinter use. One of the great obstacles to a satisfactory road
was the ancient oustom of a trail taxing the highest route:
while natural from the desire to avoid swamps and in order that
the solitary traveller might get a direction from the hill tops
yet, for a carriage, this system of taking road from peak to
peak had obvious disadvantages; in the Winter, however, the
streams and swamps were frozen, thus minimizing the danger of

a level route and sleds could pass over the cleared trails if
the snow were deep.

There were difficulties in the way of changing the accustas
ed routes, chief of which was the clamour raised by the immigrant
who had settled close to the old road and his fear that he would
be cut off from the highway while towns and villages, then as
now, disliked the prospect of havingtheir roadw:ys altered, alleg-
edly to their disadvantage.

In 1779 an act was passed protecting landownders from
arbritary treatment at the hands of the road sﬁrveyors. Com-
pensation was to be given if the plaintifi had suffered, or was
likely to suffer, damage the charges to be heard before a
jury for ™whereas the surveyors of the highways do often take
upon themselves to alter rozads and the determination of the
place or part of the town where the repairs of streets, or high-
ways, shall be made, to the great injury of such town in
general" no alterations were to be made thereafter unless made
on the adVice and consent of three justices of the peace within
the district."

In the year 1765, with perhaps more ambition than reason,
an Act had been passed whereby "all public highways hereafter

‘Acts of Assembly. Cap. 8. 1779



to be laid out ... shall not be less than one hundred feet in
width."' It is apparent that the cn;ctéent was never seriously
considered or sttempted but in 1782 protestations were forth-
coming from landowners over the legislation im;lied in the
ict, especially if roads of this width were to be run "thro!
their most galuableiimgroved lunds."' It was suggzested "that
the main roads now in use be limited to 64 reet wide, the road
from town tc town to &2 feet wide and the roads through marsh-
lands to £4 feet wide, between the ditches." The suggestion
was acted upon and in the futumn of tihat year it was declared
that as doubts had arisen as to whether the .ct of 1765 "ex-
tended b Highways and hoads then in use only," zll roads through
the province "which were in use as such at the time of making
gaid .ct should be continued ¢f the same breadth they then were,
or not to exceed Sixty Oix feet wide."3

The incruasing#ost of road building to tlhe government was
becoming & burden anﬁ it was declared in the Assembly that as
the road sccounts were Mof such a nature and so enormous that
it requires the most maﬁure deliber tion of the legislsture to
zdopt some more economic:l mocde proceeding in th.t department
in future" and in orcer to hel, defray some of this e pense it
was decided that turnpikes should be erected on the Vindsor Rozad.
These turnpikes were not successful. The first gote was across

the Sackville to Vindsor Road at Piggot's arm and in chorge of
James Lockert jr. who took over his duties on August 1£th. 1782

but late one “aturday night in Cctober ‘'"some evil minded ersons

tets of &ssémbly. Cap. 2« 1765
Journals of /ssembly. June loth, 1782
Ibid.
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to the numer of eight did .. surround the houseéof James Lock-
ert gr on the Helifax Hoad with guns and bayonetts and thre:tened
to rkBill anyone that offered to come out szid house while part

of them cut down and destroycd the gute and gateposts" and having
ntzken the same into considerstion and representing the nature
snd enormity of such a crime sc subversive to good corder @ud
eivil governrent® o reward of £280 was offered.' The cul rits how-
ever never seem to h:.ve been prosecuted and the next year an
amendment was made to the Turupike ict wherein i1t was stated that
nif any person or persons sheall pull'dewn, burn out cor destroy
the said turnpike gate or any part thereof ... or shall send
kﬁreatening messages to the persons coneerned in collecting the
tolls at said gate .. if found guilty of such ofifence shall be
deemed gullty of felony with Benefit cf.ulergy."g'The act was

to continue only for a year and it seems to have been reneved J
annually until 1786. In 1785 there were two toll gaztes, one at
the foot of Sackville {ill and one at Piggot's Farm on the Wind-
sor Hoad and the keepers were to prevent "any c rrisges, Horses,
Msres or Geldings, :.sses; or mules, cattle, sheep, géats and swine
from passing}without paying the toll." The collectors were to
receive 10% of the tdtal collected and were to charge for waggons,
carts, trucks, sleds or sleighs, 1/; for every be:st of burden
drawing a vehicle or in company with one, 1/; for every ecalf,

sheep, lamb, goat, swine, 1ld. However, cattle going or combhpg

\
Murdock, History. Oct. 18th, 1782.
{Ogrnals of Assembly. Oct. 17th. 1782 :
*ﬁ.c. bUazette & Veekly Chronicle. Nov. 19th, 1782
Ibid. Dee. 9th, 1783,
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from pasture were exempted and 1t vus further stipulsted that

people passing and repassing within twenty ‘our hours need only
sy one toll within that time.' In 1786 the toll gaute was farmed

out and a further amendment made whereby setilers on the Sacke-

ville road vere exempted from paying the toll. The toll was
- again farmed out in 1787 but the leglislation lapsed at the end
of the year and was thereafter diSCOutiHued-i

. =Y

By the timc of the close of the Revolutionary war little i
progress had been m de in o,ening up new rosds and in 1783 there
were still only two roads in Kova Ceotla, that ‘rom Sackville to
“indsor and from Sackyille to Truro, which were in sufficicnt re-
pair and condition to allow wagions to pass over them., Vith the
arrival of the Loyalists, however, and the growth of new settle-
ments the need for new and imorovad roads became imperative .
it first the problem was one of getting the Loyalists s:tiled
but, once settilod, it was esscntial that the outlying settle-
ments should not only hive convenient zccess ;f:; esch other
but also wibk the capitul at lalifax,

In the Autumi of 1783 z correspondent writing to the news-
caper sugwcstedsthat with the arrival of the new settlers "the
nany obstacles that were injurious bvefore to the few lnhabitants
settled in the dif erent parts of"™ the province mizht be removed
which could be done by = program of public works and the build-
ing of rosds., It was shown that the road from Sackville could
soon be made passable if the inhabitants put their full statute
‘N.S. Gazette & Vieckly Chronicle. Ieb. 22nd. 1785

”Ibid, Jan. 20th. 1786; Jan. 16th, 1787
’I;iid. ?\IOV‘ 4th. 178;5-
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on it and if they should refuse that their lands should become

A

1

forfeit but that the road beyond ¥Vindsor to Horton was very
bad and should be carried around by Windsor lorks, an ex-
rensive undertaking as there were three bridges to be built
across the Avon, while the road "from Cumberland to Cobequid amd
from thence to Halilax" would also require much labour to ren-
der it fit for travel. |

Two other roads were shown to be ncecessary but which had
not been laid out, one from the Annapolls Hiver across the pen-
insuls to the South “hope which would facilitate the new settle-~
ments and open new land snd one from the mouth of the ﬂhubgn—
sexdie or loel River through to the he=sd of Keunetecook River
"and to come out ne:r Preper's on the Halifax Road."™ Although
these roads were proposed they were not undertaken until some
yve:.rs later.

In the year 1785 the first large appropriation for road
building was made by the ~ssembly, £1500 being granted "for
the purpose ofppening roads {rom Halifax to Shelburne and (rom
thence to Yarmouth" while in the next year a further sum of
1450 was grantcd to connect the settlement 2t Shelburne with
innapolls, Yarmouth and Digby, to open roads in the County of
Cumberland =nc¢ the Korth Shore and to open up settlements in
Sydney County via ?ictod& and Truro. In the next yeur, 1787,
some £1800 was spont on roads while in March, 1783, it was re-
ported that 2£10€017.6 had been paid for roads and £1352 for
bridges, amounts which were, by compardson with the sums expended
on roads in the years prior to the Revolution,Amnurmous:

fssembly Journals. .Jec. Z3rd. /85; Dec. 6th. Mzrch 25th, 1789
Acts of Assembly. Cap. 1. 17856
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The problem of kecping =n ogzen coumunication during tee
#inter was not only important but essential, travel by sea
during these months being uncertuin and _reczrious., In 1787
an ket was passed extending th; stztute labour of the in-
nabitants., The surveyors of the highways throughout theA-
various townships and districls were to order and to dircect the

eorle to do ¥inter work on the roads "with thaeir Cxen, Horses or
3leds" in order that the roads might be rendered pas:zblej
so that no undue haprdship should be cccasioned LU was provided
7thatl no inhabit:nt shall be compelied to furnish mors than
one days labour of himself or Catile for any one fall of snow
or, where the fall of snow shall not exceed Twelve inches,” the
pen:lty for viclatdrs being = 10/ fine for each offense.
Further legislation was, however, necessary te provide for the
sroper worklng of the Act znd two years later it vwas declored
that, "as the Toad from Halifax to Annapolls is frequently im-
aosable form the Snow snd the injudiclicus menner of using 1t*
a7Lter the publi ation of the amended zct "all =agzons going
or coming on this Road, which szre drawn by more than one OUx or
forse shall be in broadth, from outside to cutside the runners,
not less than four feet and that the Horses or Oxen be yoked two
to two, side by side, €8 each other.® y

The task of giving travellers & directlon zlong the
lonely rosds of the province was also an import: nt one zn! to
this ond mile posts had been est&bliﬁhad, yrobably along the
‘iets or issembly. Cape 7. 1787
Ibld, Cap. 3« 1720
f3>e&h;y Papers., Bill of Charles Bacon, iindsor, for ecarrying

S directing stomes im 1815 from Halifax to #indsor »eighins
900 lbs, at 7/8 per hundred weight,

5\
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main road feom Halifax to Annapeolis. In the year 1790, however,
it becsme necessary to provide protection for them 23 1t was '
declared that "mischeviocus and ill disposed persons have, in
many instances, wantonly and wickedly defzced and destroyed
them." To prevent such destruction in future & Blll was passed
in the Spring of that ye:sr whereby offences of that nature were
to be punished by = {ine of £& and, ©f the culprit was un-

able to pasy, it was to be lawful "to direcﬁ and order the
offender a corporal punishment of not less than twvently lashes
nor exceeding thirty lashes, to be inflicted at the most public
vlace® within the district.

The task of maintaining the rosds in & passable condition
in the Spring and Autumn of the year was also an especially
difficult task, despite the improvements that were bedpg con-
stantly put on the roads. In 1779 it had been declared that
"whereas great damage 1s done to the Highways and Bridges by
the heavy burtherns c:rr.ed in carts which travel between Hal-
ifax" and other pacts of the province it was necessary that the
carriers be regulﬁtéd. In l?SS,'with more tra%el on the roads,
and,- as great injury had been done in former years to "the road
leading from the 4ead of Bedford Bason, towards Vindsor, by
Carts, trucks, Waggons and other currisges with n rrow wheels,
hesvily laden with logs and Timber, passing and repassing,” it
was enacted that from the First of October, 1792, no vehicle
was to pass or travel on the road when the snow was off the

‘ground and that no logs or lumber was to be trailed or drawn
without vheels unless the fellocs of the wheels were "at least

‘iActs of aAssembly. Cap. 6. 1792
PaA.N.S. Vol. 48. Doc. #110., Dec. 6th, 1793
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Nine inches in Brezdth."

During the year 179% further road bullding wss carried
on with "new ones being opened upy -nd the old ones made pass-
able“’while in the iutumn of 1794 it was reported that as the
yeople were very thinly sc:ttered over zn extensive country,
"eovered with woods, much intersected by waters, the Roads,
though im roving," vere yet very difficult, "in the new settfle-
ments more es?ecially."b

it this time there secms to h:uve been more travelling
by the the people of Halifax znd during 1792 and 1794 both Gov-
ernor Wentworth and H.R.H. Prince idward made Jjourneys over-
land to ' Vindsor and the Minas Basin districts, the early Autumn
being the time most {avoured lor such excursions, and it was
largely due to the enthusiasm of Governor "entworth that so much
activity in road building was shown and through his interest so
muchi prozZress made during the closing years of the Eighteenth
Century.“ In 1797, in addressing the Assembly, he admonished
them to adopt "such measures zs may appesar best calcul:ated to
continue and secure the Permanent credit of the Country ... 2s
well as for improving the communications between the Country and
the Metropolis, by making and repairing Roads nd Bridzes" while,
in the next year, his reports to the Secretary of Stite were
Jubilisnt and he declared that nesrly £6000 had been :1lotad‘for
road building with as much more prepuared and proposed for the
year following, the money being ccllected without a complzint

'Acts of Assembly. Cap. 6. 1792 :
*P.hi.N,.S8. ' Vol. 48, Doc. #110. Dec, 6th. 1793
3Tbid. Doc. #1280 Dee. 20th. 1794 :

"i.3, Gagette & Weekly Chronicle. BSept. 25th. [92. Aug. 12th./94
‘Assembly Journals. June 6th. 1797. p. 236. (Legislative Library)
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ror murmur of high taxes, nobody feels them, they are scarcely
snosn, beilng so lightly dispersed.® vell might {t scem that

we “illenium had dewned. '

o

thheugh his reports to Ingland vere more tnan"im_réssive
t home Governor tentworth hed smell reverses to contend with
in his efforts to yreserve snd improve the roads., Under the
Act passed in 1752 fcrbidui@gT;ave; ou the Lallfax to indsor
rozd during certsin sessons of the year, venicles h:oviug the
felloes of thelr uheels less than nine inches in brscdth were
not ;erﬁitteﬁ. ihe anactﬁent was & recsonsble one slthough
not s0 easy to axzf‘oree‘;ﬂnd in the year 1798 one Er, ielding
had the t.merity to challonge tho ruling. The incident was
resorted to the Road Commissiocners but the court refused to
enforce the .ct, presumably on the gounds that it was unresson-
sble or unfair, despite the admon.tion of the Governor to the
contrery and the case was dismissed, much to the chagrin of
8ir John %entworth who wrote “r. Uniecke the fo.lowing:
"l am axcasdingly disappointed and not & little moré-
ified to [ind that the inlormation ageinst Fielding
for unlawfully (and in declared defisn e of the Laws)
destroying the hozds by @Qing narrow wheels is nos
srosecuted, in which they exult ... for slthough 1 des-
s1z2e the Toolish triumph these .cople express over @e s
I lament that the lLaes suf er more in being insufficient.”
It was difficult to cope with the purdly local attitude of
these people who clalmed that as they uwere szmongst the first
British séttlers they should be allowed to use the road as
they pleased quite unmindful of the fact that by their efforts
they vere ruining Gnamnnication?alang the main and only rosd
'Pes .5, Vol. 158. OJept. 50th, 1799

:¥bid. Oct. £9th, 1799 :
fssenbly Papers. .etiticn of Jumes Flelding & Others. 1801
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worthy of the name within the Province,

& jJourney, however, even from Hzlifax to Sackville in 18C9
was something of an obstacle roce and it was shown that "the
Main publick Road leading from Halifax to Sackville Bridge 1is
frequently encumbered and obstructed with Logs, Spars, Bark,
Scsantling, Boards, Plank, Slabs, Cordwood, Hoop Poles, Staves,
Laths, Fencing Materials and Stones, to the great anncysnce and
danger of Travellers and passenges on the Road".mnile five years
later, when instructions wer: given to the Kecad Bupervisors
as to how they should proceed with the construction of the two
srovincial Groat Roads, they wer: told once agsin, to "let the
Bridges and the worst parts of the lioad be immedi:stely repaired
that Travelling mey be 2s safe znd essy as peossible® wiiich was
but a Tfaint echo of half a century berore.”

Although, by 1815, it may be said that the main roads of
liova Scotia had been opened znd made fairly ,assable at some
sessons of the year, only the frame worz of & system of land
commnunication had been established, Trade and the transportation
of commodities was still carried on solely by sea while travel
by land was infre uent except by those bound on business. HNo
doubt during the Summer monthis or in the Vinter when the “inter
foads were good, some intercourse wns cerried on between settle-
wents lying close tc one another but travel to and fro over the
reninsula was not a pleasant journey, the roads being bad, the
distances long and the sccomodation for tr vellers poor sc that
clthough tune mesns of inland communication had been sur;lied the

facilities for easy travel were lacking., The sc:ttered hamlets

Jiets of issemvly. Cap. 9. 1809
“efll 0. Vol, 136 tept. 20th.1774: Vol. 341. ipril 12th. 1814
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lying along the coast or inland were still, socially, separzted
from one another, the inh:bitents of the variocus districts of
the province carrying on their particular trades and interested
enly in the problems of their own communities,

To the seu, rather than to the land were the people thought-
ful during this period for although roads had been opened up
and improved it was upon the ses that the prosperity of the
?rovince depended. Only one road appears to have been used re-
gularly up to this time for tr.de and tr:vel, the old overland

|

route from Halifax to ‘‘indscr where vessels from New ngland
could, instead of sailing around Cap: Gable, go up the Say of
Fundy and there land their cargocs to be taken overlsnd to
Halifax, ferry also connected with the Parrsborough Shore
so that ‘indisor, Horton and Cornwallis were import:nt points.
Mail was regularlyvtaken over this route to innapolis and then
across the Zay to be cirried overland to the Canadas by land
while it was the first route to be levelled :nd made easier
for waggons, thc task being begun in.1793 when the old route
over the irdoise Hibd and Tanner's Hill, near ¥Windsor, was changedd
Stage coaches and regular freight services were :1so begun over
this road years before many of the other roads in Fova Scotia
were little more than stump encumbered trails.

In order to follow the opening up of the main highways of
Nova Scotia, however, it is necessary tc tre:t them particularly

é&nc under separcte heads.



The Main Trunk louds of Hova oScotia
Chapter Four,

1. The Road from Helifax to Yarmouth, via the innapolis
V’%lley .

The road from Halifax to Windsor snd from thence down the
trnapolis Valley was not only the {irst and earli st rod to be
opened in dova Scotia but was also the most import nt, coniect-
ing as it did the fertile agricultur.l districts around the Wines
Basin with the market zt Halifax.' ‘lthough the plan had been
projected =t sn earlier date, & road was not cut until 1742 by
‘cadian labour from ‘incsor to Halifax over which some cattle
were driven for the new seltlement but it could hzve been of but
little use either for ¢ rrying supclies or ior travelling upon
and when, in the sutumn of 1700, it was necessary to send supplie
from Halifax to the townships of Horton, Cornwalils and "szlmouth,
vessels had to be engoged to ship them sround tne coast and up
the Bsy of lundy te their dest}nation;v

In the next year, 1761, it was necessary to open the road
from falifax to Fort Sackviile, the old overland trail only ex-
tending from Vinusor to the head of the Bedford Basin znd then
following slong the shore of the Oasin to Halifax and application
was made to Colonel rorstersﬂfor the assistance of a suf icient

:History of King's County. &£aton., p. 176

3C0un;11 Minutes, Oct. Z24th, 1760. p. 132
Ibid. geptember 2lst. 176l. p. 220
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Beyond Vindscr to snnapolis the rocad sems to haove becn
fairly passable at some seasons of the yeasr for travellers,
buring the Summer of 1761 & journey had been made to snnapolis
by the Rev John Breynton who, in his report on the condition
of the road, stated that he had "given perticular attention to
those passes, rivers, swamps, etc. that at present render the
communication with that County and the marching of Troops
difficult and precariocus; but that as the princip:1l Obstruction
arises from the puath being embarrassed with young slders and other
Brush," he was of the opinion that ®ihirty icadlans would, in
Twenty days, so far clear the Hoad between Penouse and the first
‘house on the snnapolis iiver as to make it a geood bridle road
and a safe passage for stock during the grecter part of the
vear." He suggested that three smsll rivers were necessary to
be bridged and the sum of £50 was voted by the sssembly in
176 for the repair of the roazd in the manner thst he had
suggested.!

Two years later, Charles Morris and Henry Newton in
reporting further on the pad, stated that they found "the ané
Twenty miles this side of Granville in meny placcs very dangerw-
ous by reason of deep slows™ and they considerd that, with the
sum of £50, the most hazardous places might be repsired and the
rozd rendered safe for triovellers,

In the next year, 1764 it was reportedsthat although a
horseman could get through to Aunapolis the roads were yet
"too bad for Women to travel on" vhile in the iutumn of the

;COuncil ¥inutes, September 25th. 1761. p. 221
Ibid, Council Minutes. July 28th. 1763

3 i
Records of the Missionaries of the S.P,G. in Nova Scotia:
July %0th, 1764. Letter of Thomas Wood,
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same year it was doclared that the ¢ld bridge over the fGasper-
esu #iver, ®"on the Rosd leading from Horton Yo ¥Falmouth and
H-1ifex 1s so much out of repalrithat the subjects of Our Lord,
the King, are in Oreat danger in travelling to and fro“’while
two yeaps later 1t wsas further shown that the road from the
Cornwallis ourdige to Horton %is so very Badd that those who

try to Pass with any Carts or varriasges cannot, without the
tmas‘t—ié nger,”

This beidge referred to over the Coranwallls -‘iver was
built either in the .utuzn of 1765 or in the S.ring of 176€ ﬁy
Semuel Billoughby and Isasc 3Bigelow, yrobably at & nurrow
roint some distance up the river from PFort #1lliams,

In this same year, 1766, Isaac Deschamps sus "desired to
employ proper perscas to regulr the oud leading from zort oK
ville to ¥imdsor,® the sum of 40 being grantsd for that purp@ss
ghile a2 f rther sum of {4y ¥as made for repairing the ro:é from

thence to Annapolis, under the su ervision of Lp, Winniett asnd

In 1768, in an attempt to keep the road from «alifax to
Fort Jackville open, the sum of 200 was raised on loan, the
license fund being mortgusged for itis repaymﬂntswhile in the
sutumn of that yesr the road commissicaers for Hing's County
were anpointed and instructed "to lay out ¢ great Publick wad
through the upper farts of the Town of almouth, whdch should
be of the most general benefit to the County in passing over the
Jridges zt the Forks of the River Pissiquid, especislly in the

Chiiman Mas, 1784 Doc. #7

Ihi 178€ Doc. #12
C@ﬁxc&l Ptnutes., ug. lst. 176€. p. 480

Counuil dnutes., August, 1l3th, 1766
*Ibid, 2;rdl 20th. 1768 p. 94
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Finter when the way over the Greszt ¥Ford becomes impassable,
Apparently this work wis of some use and in the Autumn

of 1769 "the Governor =znd His Lady," accompunied by = party
of (riends, were zble to tuke & wesks Journey to ®Windsor in

) v
orver te visit the interior ;arte of the Frovince," 4s this

journey seems to hueve been taken solely {or plessure some materis
improvement must have besen made in the rozd sithough no doubt
the purty went on horsebuck ze the jJourney by carriage would
have invelved toc cumberscme a trip.
vuring the next few yeurs & scmewhet complicated system

of roads was opened up in ang through the Townships of Cornwallis
Horton and Falmouth, ususlly zlong the line of the old "French
trod paths.” In protesting ageinst tha plen of & road through
Hewport and the unwlse decision ¢ the rosd comuissioners it
was mainteined "that Vheeeas in the days ol the «csdians, who
before us Hdesided in this Country, roads of communication were
coened and made in & directicn nearly psrallel to the Hivers
frolm the hecds or extremities of onu Harsh toc snother and from
foriing pluces on the Hivers to the "illages,® the system should
be followed, it having beoen tried snd tound recticalfs

“hils was true especislly of the old roud fros Cornwallis
W Lonapolis. In writing on the course of this road it has
been stated that Yit ran nearer the dykes anc intxrv\les of the
Cornwallis Biver than it does nor,”‘- fuet brone out by the
lastructions given to the rosd commissioners in 1774 vhen re-
Pairs vere being mzde to the rousd from Cornwoliis "towsrds

lf}lj: maen M 58 e .«.?68. ;.:06. j*/:e .
YN.5, Cazette & useekly Chronicle., October 4th, 1768

ii‘;’hi @en Mss, 1770. boc. #8
'Listary of King's County. GHaton. p. 176
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Wilmot," they being instructed to follow the river from Liverpool
Brook, in Cornwallis, to lNew Brook, to Thikd Brook, to Fourth
Brock znd on "to “illies,” on the Annapolils idver, '

In the year 1773 a new road was lald out from the North
test end of Fslmouth Town Plot Lo run "lo the Lower osridge on
the Hiver Gaspereau" which had been found to be the best, and
most practical, route and which would, when {inished, "auswer
all éhe inds of a Good carriage Hoad." i

It was also "resolved to clear the Road leacing to «.. the
Bound of Annapolis County of bushes and Kubbish that incommode
iravellers"™ and "to clear the old road Leading Irom the rorks,
so Called, and the village ol ralmouth Township to Horton ... so
that it may a swer the end of a bridle path, as the surface of
the land will & mit of no more improvement being done on that
Road." It is difficult to ascertain the course of this old road.
Although today there are two routes from Fzlmouth to Horton,
the old Bog Road and the Shore FRoad, which is used as the main
highway from ¥almouth to [dantsport, appasrently this "ancient
middile road leading from the rording Place of the River gvon,.
in ¥almouth, to the bridge on Salmon Hiver ,.,... in Horton, in
King's County"® went directly overland, disregarding "the pro-
digious isecent and Descents" encountered in its course, |

The road dues arising from the Lend Tax, in force from the
Mrst of August 1772, collected in the Township of Horton for
that year and the two following years were used on the road to

Annapolis, the work being confined to cutting brush and making
.tif$§s?g? iﬁigiﬁi; lasbourers being hired at &/ a day.

JShirmen Mss. 1773, July 25th. Doo. #11.
Ibid. 1776. Loc. #12.



Anticipating =n increase in the revenues aV&ilableE_
road building 2 circul ' r letter was sent to the Koad Coﬁﬁ{
ioners for the several counties in the year 1773 =dvising §
of the method to be fellowed in road construction. In ord&
that the public might seéqre the greatest, and most immeciaﬁ
cdvantage they were were informed to make their "first He-
peirs on the Torst Place by laying Fascines in the hollow play
and over them l:orge stonesg =zt the tops o: these plecing suaiiﬂ
stanes§ Broke with an Iron Msll, and then Cover the whole with
carth, wshich is to be tzken from & trench on each side of the
wad and will become z drzain to varry off the water cud there-
by preserve the vwork, compact ana firm," '

o The road may, in ¢ sense, be saic toc have been ovened in

[t

Thi

the year greceding the :imerican hkevolution it was far from
being & highway. ¥From “alifax to VWindsor the road at certain
sexsons ol the year was passable while from windsor through @pJ
to Cornwallis a series of rcads in indifferent repsir served
the inhabitants for their daily communication. #Sutchers and
drovers herded thelr sheep and cattle through this distriet,
frejuently "teking into their flocks Sheep they have not law-
Tully uurCJ&SEd.”? Horned cattle and horses grazed along the
way and lay "in the Streets and no person appearing to take
care of the Same" while in Horton it was complazined that the
house of one John &acUut, & shoemaxker was %of Ureat innusince
0 the Township on accogit of its being in the middle o the
-

highvay," in all & pleasantly haphazard and rural scene.3

;Inlnnd Letter Book. Vol. lé6. Aug. 1lith. 1773

Coipman Mss, Doe, #5 1775
Ibid. Doc. #7. 1775
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Beyond Cornwallis to Annapells the road would seem to have
been & somewnat vague trail betwsen the upper reazches of the
Cornwallis River znd the head of the annspolis River. In 1777
it was declared "thot there 1s ¢ necessity of the Load being
121d out and LEstablished from Cornvallis towsvas Wilmot which
hes never yet been dine" te meet the "Cornwallis Road that is
Lzid out beyond towarcs saild Vilmot Town."

In this ssme yecr & pew bridge was bulit over the Liver
9t. Crolx =t & cost of £884.7.5 by Israel Andress and a new road
to thls bridge opened =t a cost of £105.8. The old bridge-over
this river had been destroyed, in the previocus year, "by inne-
undation® and in order to gmward against such a loss in {uture
the plan and position of the new bridge h:d been entrusted to

¢ Deschamps, if necessary.®

0

¥ichael Francklyn =nd "HEr. Justi
ring the yeur 1778 rosd allotments to the agoumitof £750

togetiner with the duties azrising {rom the licenses on public

houses were made for the halifax to innapolls Hoad, £250 of

which was used "for the erection of a bridge over Anuspolis River

near Mount Pleasant rarm, so J:lled."'

In 1779 a proposal was lald before the House for "making
the Vindser Road, that is to say, a good road zll the way from
Seckville Bridge to Vindsor - & trench to be dug on the upper
side of the ro.d =and, where necessary, on both sides; to be
rounded in the middle, ot the hollow places, to be bedded with
stones where they are to be had and, where they connot be had,
to be brushed and gravelied; =1l bad hills (where it muy be
Judged necessary) to have the tops taken off 2nd corried into

' issembly Journals. June l0th, 1777. June 15th. 1778

3



the hollow ploces to meke an ensy ascent; the irees zand brush

to be cut down EC0ft. wide on ecch side of the roud from the
Centre; cll short turns and bud hills to be altered where Judged
necessary,”™ the work toc be done for the following prices, "wiszs
20/ per Rodd for zll road that is brushed =pd bedded 23 foresaid
.and, feor zll new rozd, the pmainder at 10/ per Fodd, "t This sesms
te have been the first attempt ut permsnent rond building aatnaiiﬂ
mndertaken in the province and duxirg the next year the coaﬂarat-
ively large sum of £1072.1.%. was expended on the road from

Fopt Backville to vindsor.

Fupther wori was continued on this seetion of the road
during the next few yesrs, In the summer of 1780 the Lt. Gover-
nor wished to be informed "of the Construction of the Fosd lesd-
ing from the RBlockhouse Hill, near EHalilax, to ¥indsor® and re-

. B om
‘Us SLe

"'

! Isaac Doschamrs and Chorles Morris to survey and report
cn ™that repsirs snd improvements ... have been made thereon
during the tvo yeurs last ;ast;s while in the pnext year the
Surerintendent of Roads, "antworth Tonge, was ordered to enpry
on the repalrs to the Halifex to Vindsor Nouwd and it was spege
ified that "the long Swamp, near Springfield, be Covered with

| Brush znd COravell'd and tho teo bridges nesr the Furm, formerly
Doctor Breynton's, about eizht miles and & hali from ¥Windsor,

be repsired also that the Trenchés on the Rosd be opened as soon

r Yy
as r“vcziently nay be for letting fhe water off.®

slthougn this road was%the most travellied route in the
province few travellers h:ve written of their journeys over 1it.

s 2e5.0,5, Vol. 301, Doc. #83 1779

sJuzrﬁ ls of Assembly. Oct, 1llth, 1780

qAn"‘ﬁQ Letier Boovk. Vole. 136, June Z0th. 1780
Ibis. . ril 19th. 1781
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In the early days it scems safe to agsume that cll travell-
ing wzs by horssback for zlthough wheel cazrriages vere ovned in
Js1ifax from an ezsrly date and there was &t lezst one "neat
Coseh with harness compleat for two horses" owned in Vindsor in
3?72: such a mode of travel was impractical except for short
distances, idowever, by the ye:r 1786, the roazds tarough the
Counties of Kings and sants were suffielently improved to induce

ene adventurer to bring a vessel, the lobert and J:one, to Corne

wollis "loaded with Phaetons and other wheeled carriages®™ in
snticipation of =  uick s=le on zccount ¢f the improved state
of the roads.” It 1is about.this time zlsoc th:t we have the des-
cription of one troveller, the ev, Jacob Bailey vho is some-

ol

Frontior Missionary, who made the overl:nd gour-

times called the
ney from Cornwallis to «nnapolis during the Summer of 1782;3
etting out with his family znd "a cart, with two yoke of
oxen containing 211 his worldly soods ... guarded by a2 couple
of sprightly young fellows znd & vehicle for the reception of
Mre, Bailey and her children, drawn by two horses™ he set out
cn his travels at seven o'clock on one fine day in July, 1782
accompanied "with near thirty people, of both sex:s, on horse=-

)

vock® who attended them with cheerful solemnity {or some four-

teen milez which teck 2bout “our hours to cover when they arrived

A

¢ “arshall's Tavern "and with much difficulty secured «n early
dinner for our l=rge company." At one otclock they set out agailn

having bid f rewell to those wsho were accompanying them be-

gan thelr journey slone. Mrs, Bailey wes in 2= waggon "over which

;‘. . Gazette & Veekly Chronicle, 3Sept, 8th. 1772
3gbid_.June 27th. 1786
The Frontier Missionary. Bartlett. pi. 184-180



was stretched a covering of convas as a defence both from the

vivid rays of the sun 2nd the rain of hesven® and he was on
horseback and soon they (cund themselves "in & wilderness
vast extent, without 2 single human habitation for the spae;
eleven miles, the rozds extremely rough, sheltered with tall
forests, encumbered with rocks snd deformed with deep slewsvh
snd, to render the scene still more disconsolate and dismal,
the winds howlsd emong the trees, thick volumes of clouds rol
from the western hemisphere =nd the rumble ol thunder snnounced
the horrors of an approasching tempest. ¥We h:ud still in come
pany six persons ... tvo of them pushed forvard .. and reéehs&
s public house before the rain." The approsching storm made
the whele porty hurry forward te the tavern of one #p, Potter
vhere they all arrived "kthroughly wet to the skin and were crowds
ed, eight in number besides the faumily, into a room about sixe
teen feet square, which proved a miserable shelter against the
most impetuous rain® he had ever known. #The house leaked so
intolerably that he was wet to the gkin at the tea table; we how-
ever placed bear skins in such o monner =3 to preserve a good
feather bed from the woter, into which we tumbled about mide
night, but the incredible swarms of mosquitdes ¥nd sand flies

and the intoler:ble heat, both of the westher snd a large fire,®
‘revented them from sléeping. The next morning they arose before
dewn :nd during their breaikfast were further tormented by flies
"the weuther wes remarksbly lose and mug.y, the heavens over=
Spread with hecvy clouds, the mountains cnd rivers covered with
Stagnant fogs =nd all the surrcunding scenes of nature presaged
tempest and thunder. Having prepared our cattle and horses,

“8bout ive we beg:n to move forward." Soon "the western nemi-
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sphere presented an awful front o~ blackness and solemn peals
of thunder rclled 2long the gidbmy arch; 1n a few moments the

o0
L1
-
L]
Par
@
{
w

rorth west wind bhegsn to muster h

n

znd impelled the en-

ormous shower to approzeh with

;wfghtful rapidity. Both esrth

end sky were instanfly involvad in clouds and darkness, inters
upted withfflashes of lightning.® They continued like this
until earléhin the zfternoon through a succession of thunder
showers: one of the party "on this occasion was an object both
of laughter and compassion, her haet hanging over each éar, the
weter streaming from her disheveled hair, and her clothes
clinging to her lean lanky carcass, exhibited = picture dismally
romentie, and, if T may be zllowed to z2ssume the vulgar dialect,
skhe resembled a drowned rat." They {lnally reached innapolis
late in the afternoon, worn cut and exhsusted.

In the yesrs following the Lev. Jecob Bailey trovelled
in «nd around the district of innapclis attending to his duties.
Once a month he had to ride to Granville, zbout fourteen miles
from Annapoliss "to effect this I ride «bout twelve miles on
Saturday, the next day proceed about two miles by water, and
fre uently have to climb the banks of the river up to my knees
In mud. Then, =fter preaching two scrmons, cctechizing the child~

ren and babtlzing & number of children, I return on Sunday

» ev ning by the szme route." In the Autumn of 1785 he has left
} another account of the difiiculties encountered in travelling

through the district and wrote: "I will inform you that I was

°d thi

w

dey to ride twelve miles through mire, near a fook
to marry a couple, But waen I ar ived at the destined

behold, there was no boat to cross the river., After hold=

conversation a fow minutes from the opposite honks, be-
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hold Hymen grew angry, the lovers were grievously diszppointed
and your hurble servant was under the necessity of returning
home without his fee through the same muddy road. Tomorrow I
must travel the same road to bury a Judge who fell a sacrifi-
fice to all powerful rum, which in this Country like Death,
levels all distinctions.?”
A few years loter, when writing to a collsague in London,
ne gave a vivid pi_ture of the country and the difficulties
that lay before a traveller while at the same time he gently
rebuked his friend for venturing to eriticize his aprearance
or indéed the appearance of any ministers of the gospel in out
of the way places, it being ridiculous that a missionary, "on
duty in remote corners, should appear as sleek and handsome as
a London deacon fresh from a barber'!s shop" and continued:
"If you reflect that se are liable to be called upon a
sudden emergency in all weathers to distant excursions
where our progress must be continued, partly on foot,
partly on horseback, by land and by water, through deep
morasses, muddy roads and unbroken forests you cannot won-
der that we sometimes exhibit a tragic-comlc appearance.
Jeveral times in the year past I have been exposed in this
ma:ner, amidst violent storms ol rain, mire to my horse's
belly, wet to my skin and my clothes rent in climbing over
windfalls; and in this pickle to perform the service I
went upon and then to return in the same shattered conditior
Declaring that {for a clergyman to put of{ the strict attention
to his duties "till fine e-thér, as other gentlemen moy do,
would still be more criminal," he continued:
"zfter a severe rosty night we set forward .. for a wedd-
ing at Clement's, - bout fourteen miles below Znnapolis, In
the second mile we crossed Allan's River, & rapid, rocky
stream where we were {inely bespattered. OCur progress
| Tor severu:l miles lay though horrid broken roads, so en-
| cumbered with roeks, hol«s and gullies, roots of trees
1 and windfalls and sloughs, that the psssage was extremely di

fficult and dangerous. e werc frequently obliged to dis-
mount and lead our horses, wallowing knee deep through the
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mire, The 1l:st six miles conducted vs over honging pre-
cipices, woody promontories and three stony beaches, full
‘of honey pots, Ve crossed Ho»se ~1var at a critic 1 mom-
ent as the tide wzs running in with rapidity. 4 little
nefore sunset we srvivad -t Hr, Jonno'q a log house with
two smell apartments vhere I united™nm teronJ Sheeplp Spur
and Aliciz Van Voorhies, the bride very pretiy.

The house bheing crowded with ”*ople e+ the brids's grand-
father invitdd me to slesp ot his house, 1ittle be-
fore dark we set forward ynd h ving walk sed wbove a mile
we c=me to a piver where :{ter vadling into the water over
our knees we were under the necessity of returning in a

- dismal, ﬁglk, znd cloudy evening zlong the ragged banks
of a rocky beach, every moment in dan er of breaking our
lege and of having our eycs scratéhed oeur =gsinst the
brenches of trees which had fallenm over the bank, e at
length recovered the house, wvhere musick snd dincing con-
tinued till after sunrising. About nine ve hegan to re-
turn towazrds ‘nuspolis but we hed no sooner croosed Moose
River than a cold, disagree:ble storm of wind and rain
commenced, which  ulckly rendeged these new roads intol-
erahle, r3., Spur was thrown from her horse but her hus-
bend, @tching her in his arms, prevented her from receiving
any harme

She was, however, sc wet and fatigued that we were obliged
to lesve her behlnd, Uy twelve we were comple:tely socked
to our skins znd, by the Vlunuin@ of our horses, were
covered with mud from the soles ol our shoes to the crowm
of cur hats. Before cdark I rezched my habit:tion in woe-
ful plight.

Hemorandum. Hecelived helifl = dollar fee, as & reward for
my Journey, expense, trouble, wesr and tear snd, in con-
se ucnce of this so=king, I was efflicted with the rheu-

we tism through the winter, though I never omitted duty."

e can only wonder &t the hardships of these e.rly scttlers

privations that they had to endure in the duys vhen roads

were being opered up znd attempts belng made to link together the

settlements.

ne of the most disagreeable and grave obstzcles to land

ccmmunication was the problem of bridgeing the many rivers and

that cut ceross the lines of communication. On the road

d:.1ifax to Yarmouth this was especially difficult on account

of the many rivers that could not be avoided. One of the first

lirge rivers to be attempted was the Avon. slthough bridges had
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been bullt in the year 1782 they had, ap.arently besn washed away

and in 1781 the problem of bullding new ones was ralsed, In a
cetition from the ivhabitants of Falmouth it wes shown that
nduring the "inter Scason the Tording over the Hiver Avon, be=
tveen Vindsor -nd " lmouth, belng very d4if icult, is often
attended with loss of property and c¢anger and loss of 1life and
praying, therefore, that a bridge or bridges be erected at, or
nezr, the Forks of szid River where passengers, cattle and the
Produce of the County might pass with safety at 21l times which
ouid be of great utility, not only to the inhobitants of the
County blit to these ol Hglifax by reducing the price of pro-
vicions, ha,, oats, etc."

In the 7inter of the next year, 1782, an observer took

a trip into the country and found that the districts around the

Kinas Basin, 1In general, sbounced "with plenty of grain, neat
cattle, Poultry, etc.," which was brought to the Halifax market

daily but he went on to cbserve that "the dangerous asnd iff-

La

icult crossing of Uindsor River im the inter Ceason by which
the inhabitunts of Falmouth, Hortoem, Corawallis and the County
of Anmapolis are in great messure prevented from coming to_Igpn
on :ccount of the hazsrd of crossing sald River" was a serious
detriment to the farmers and deprived Halifax consumers of many
necossary articles.”

It was about this time zlso that the impressment of men
from the coastal settlements wus depbored =zs it interrupted the

= . pe ? ; 3
Supplies of "provisicns, fuel :«nd other nccessaryles of life®

b 4 R . T , , e
the inhabitants of L“enoirg, Liverpocl and Chester had formerlgfﬁ

Journuls o' Assembly. Jume Zind, 1782
bN.u. Gazette & Weekly Chronicle, liarch £6th. 1782
Tbid. Jan. £3rd. 1781
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7with and it was therefore nec-~

the sgricultursl district around

garrison at Halifax,
ed

te

motter was and during the

{

dropp

yesrs 1783 and 1784 nothing 3 attempted except the survey of
¢ nev rosd from the Cornwallis River to the Uindsor River.!

In the year 1787, how

into the ¥indsor bridge

1789 Governor Perr msde

proposed for the new br

that the tesk was under

raise £1900 hy lottery, out

# 4

a4 {\

ever

a commitice was zppointed to

in

i en uire

b 4

?T0338t1'ﬁd although the .utumn of

=z Journey to "indsor to view the site
> % ’ i
idge"it was not until the g of 1795
rtaken. In that year it was decided teo

ich £500 was to be applied

to the road beyond Sackville te indsor and £600 for & bridge
over the "the Pigzra uid or on, near the Forks."™ The bridge

built by NHiculas

sum of £837.15.5 which al-

thouzh in excess of the original sstim-.te seims to have been con-
sidered recsonable by the commissiocncrs to enqulre into its

! z : )
expence 2nd who considered the builders claim for the loss he

incurred in its construction, the

4

compengation in 1801?

The btidper seegs to heo

but in order to

Facilitate

ssembly awarding him £117

t the vesr 1800

d in

ve been completle y
the approach new rouad was necessary

and 7250 was 9$pr0£ri'ted for that (urpose in 1799 together dth
£600 Cor making and repsiring road from the ncw bridge to
Bishonts 9ridge, =t Horton, while in order to maintuin the old
Jourg’ls of Assembly., Index, 1783-1784

,onu. Mzy 7th, 1787

Journal:

¢ rssambly,

A.. aﬂr'ﬂ)]_v y".f\ar‘;,
June gth, 1801

PR
willle

Bishop

Report of

“ha
iith,

rles Inglis, ©Oct, 2nd, 1789
“greh £7th. 1795, Memo,
#llli:m Salter and James lorris
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road from the Fording Place and Horton, another 2100 was granted
by the Assembly.

:1though the bridge was a great aid to travellers and the
transportation of commodities, it interfered with the export
of gypsum at the head of the river, In 1801, & petition was
raeceived by the Assembly from one George Lyon, showing that:

fyour lemorialist is possessed of & Farm situite in the
fork of the iiver Avon, above the Hew Bridge erected across
the sald 'iver and Bognding principally upon the Vestern
Branch of said River. That the bsnks of Your “emcrialistis
land upon the Iiver in many places consists of Plaister of
Paris Hock, or Gypsum, snd of a ,uality E ual to any that
this province produces, Taat the Summer be ors the Pridge
was Lrected many Ton of it were shi, ped to the Great “ene-
fit of Yr. Memorialist and One Hundred Ton more raised

for sale. That your *“emorialist could, before the Bridge
was Erected, ship from his door all the produce of his Farm
in Vessels of Fifty Ton burthern. That the bridge, being
erected vwhere it is, your =emorisalist is precluded from

the benefit of Havig:tion for the distance of Two miles

and particularly of that v.luable irticle of Expoots, the
Plaister of Parls which belore the bridge was erected could
ve Thrown from the Bank, where it Grew, into the Vessels
which should carry it to loreigh Markets aznd that he can .
only send his .rticles to Market now in Lighters and &t

. very heavy Expence."'

His plea, however, was not considered. The bridge stood until
1804 when = new pier and o'her improvements were ﬂeces:ary and
with further alterations remuined in use until 1816, when 2 new
bridge was proposed, this time at the narrows.“

Between the up.er reaches of the Cornwallis Hiver and the
head of the tide on the .nnapolis xiver; settlement was scottered
and the road & somewhat indeterminste trail. In 1786 cne Nozh
Bowen nad done some ork on this section of the ro;dswhile in
1791 SZen Belcher was paid £20 for opening the fHoad from Corn-

.Wallig to iylesford, The rosd, however, remained in & wild
and difricult state and wase passable only =t certain seasons

;Agaemuly Papers. Petition of George Lyon. 1801
o Ibid, Petition of Hathaniel Thomas & Others. Feb, 19th, 1816
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of the year. By 1788 the road from Halifax through to Horton
was not safely "passable for four wheel carriages and scarcely
so for those of two whecls" while beyond it was necgssary to
travel by horsebc.ck.l In the Summer of the sume year the road
from Sackville towards Vindsor was desceribed as being very in-
different, owing to the utter neglect of it azlthough it was
reapzble of being made very good.," The road beyond ¥indsor to-
wards Horton "was excessively bad owing to the utter neglect
of it" while the road over Horton Mountain was "fery bad, in
many places steep; the mountain, about eight miles, is an un-
cultivated fores£ ees W& heurd a bear growl in one of the thick-
ets.” OSuch statements, =ithough brief, give us som: ideaz of
the condition of the roads thvgugh the Annapolis Valley at this
time, ¥

From Annspolls to Digby there was no road before 17956. In
1784 one Caleb Jones instituted a schouner service between
innapolls and Digby, charging $3.00 & passage, the undertzking
"being the first ever set on foot at this place (Anuapolis.)"s
It was not however untll the Spring of the year 1799 that the
project of o_ ening up the route was undertaken. Replying to the
Assembly in June og\ye;r Governor "entworth advised them of "the
public benefit th:at would result ‘rom & gr:nt of zid toward com-
pleting the Post Road from 4:1lifax over the bridge now building
across the Vindsor River thb@pgh Horton to iAnnapolis or Eigby."q
In July, in order to further the scheme, the .ssembly appropriated

£1450 for repairs on the Hzlifsx to Windsor Road, together with

_£700 for the road from the new Windsor bridge to Horton, i50 for

l%iihoy Charles Inglis. Memoirs. April 12th. 1788. July 1l6th. /88
3;-9-'s&zette & veekly Chronicle. May 25th. 1784
*heli,3, Vol. 298. Doc. #157. June 1llth., 1799
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the road "from VWebster's House, on Annapolis hoad, to Vestern
boundary of Kingt's," £50 "for the road from the Township of
iylesford to Hick's Ferry, in innapolis,"™ snd £700 "for build-
ing a bridge over Ailan's Creek and completing the Rozd from
thence to Ulgby, over Bear River Bridge." In the next ye:sr
further sums were voted, £100 being granted to repair the road
from "Curry's, on the Cornwallis Road, to iylesford;" £50 to

rep ir the road "from  ylesford Line towards /‘nnapolis and for
Bridges" and £200 "towards completing the road from M¥r., Isacec
Lonzley's to the Dwelling House of Mr., Jomathan Morse, in the
Bastern district of Annapolis and building a bridge over the
innapolis River, near Dodge's Tavern."” In the year 1801

further grants were made, £2800 being appropristed "to complete
the road from the New Bridge at Dodge's on the .inapolis River
to Longley's on said River"™ and £300 for "repairing the Road
from the Bridge over Allan's CUreek, at innapolis, to Craig's
Mill on the Road to Digby." These grunts did much to faeilit:te
communicxtion between Vindsor, Annapolis, and Digby, bridgeing
the principal rivers and mapping out a course upon which further
work could be corried on during the succeeding yeurs.'

Beyond Digby to Yarmouth roads had not been opened uhtil
the year 1786 when ££00 was granted to open 2 rozd from the
"lownship Ho Digby to the River Sississibou" while in the next
year a petition was received from John Taylor and Others for
Woney to open a roud "from the River Sississibou to Cape Forchuef

In the year 1788 the Journey from Digby to the head of St,

ik .
LACts of Assembly. Cap, 18th. July 16th, 1801
3psrembly Journals, June 1lGth. 1786.

Ibid. May 7th. 1787
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Mary's Bay was a difflcult undertaking over "ve.y indiiferent

' roads? thot became Fstill worse afterwards along the shore
and in the woods where the road is newly cut and a very heavy
rain cmme which, with the worst road 1 ever travelled, made the
jaunt disagreeable and dangerous." In the Autumn of this
same year therocad to Sigsissibou was described azs the worst
road in the province and for many years afterwurds it remalned
in this state with travel usually being done by sea from
Digby down the coast towards iarmouth.‘

In the Spring of 1790 it was shown that although the town-
ships of Digby, Clement and Clare had become extremely popu}aus
nthe roads from these Townshlips to /nnapolis are extremely bad
and, at most Seasoné of the year, impassable” but it was not
until 1796 that further work was done on this section of the
road beyond Digby and £100 a.loted for "making & load from
lear River, in the Township of Clementé, to Gilbertts Mill
in the Township of Digby" while iu th%Agxt year a petition was
received from the&people of Clare showlng that they h-d opened
a road "from Sis%issibcu River to _“eaver River, Being the dis-
tance of 35 Miles" :nd, as they nad "with pleasure observed the
Liberality of the Legisl:ature in granting money for roads in
different parts of the province," they ﬁére also led to hope
that they would receive renumerstion for their efforts:

In 1800 furtier appropriations were mude of £200 for the
road fTom Sississibou to Digby and £160 "for Erecting Bridges
on the Main road leading thro' the Township of Clare" while

in the year 1801, £200 was gronted "for Opening and improving

v KemodE, of. Bhshor SDEFefsn INShlsy {98, £R. 1788; Sept. loth.
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£
a Road from the Vest side of Cississiboup River to Metegan River"
and £200 "for making « Road from Metegan River to Saunders Mill,
in Yarmouth," )

The overland route from Halifex to Yarmouth continued to
be for many years impassable for its whole length. The older
portion of it however, the distance from lHalifax to Annapolis,
wzs as we have seen in reasonable repair and in 1792 was puassable
for & chaise with two horses. Between Hzlifax and Windsor, how-
ever, carriages were used at an carlier date., 1In 1783 it was
advertised that:

"zs there is and 111 be many strangers and others travell-
ing from the metropolis to the Interior parts of the coun-
try =nd at present labour under many disadvantages on
account of Horses and Carriages to transport themselv:s
and luggege. It 1s proposed by & person at Windsor to
keep a stage waggon to go once a week from Windsor to
Halifax from the first of Mauy to the last of November
provided. the roads sre kept in repair and Titt for such
a carriage to go, this waggon will carry Passengers &nd
small bagzage at a stipulated price to be fixed on. For
the Winter season a 8lay will ansuer for the same purpose,"”

In June, 1784, ‘amuel Rudolph, began his stage service from
Helifax to Vindsor every Monday morning "if fair weather™ and
carried "every kind of Goods, b ggage, ete., =t 10/ per gross
hundredwelght and £4. per lb. for small packages.”'

Such a service wes however, impossible until the road
was levelled and improved, which was undertaken in 1799 and the
years following by changing the route over /rdoise Hi%3, =nd
by going around Tanner's Hill near Windsor. These improvements
did much to fucilitate travel by wheeled vehicles snd in 1815
& regular stage coach service was begun by Isish -mith with two
- Cozches and twelve horses supplied for the pufpose. The ser-

Vice was possible, however, only as far as Vindsor znd not un-

SR A {s Lo e A~ ol L'y s ol e [ G
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tf1 1820 was it extended through to Kentville and Annapolis.
Being the oldest road in the province it has also been
the road upon which grezt suas of mouey nove been spont over
a long period of time =nd even as early as 1826 an cbserver
remarked that it cosy as much as would pave 1t =l1ll over with
dollars®" and after one hundred und [ifty years of continuel

mointensnce this might almost literally be the czse,
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The Main Trunk Roads of Hova Scotisa

2. The 0ld Cobequid Road

an,
The road from Halifax to Truro wasfeécient trail, being

part 6f the old overland route from Nova Ccotia to Canada,

During the Summer of 1760 an application was made by "Comm-
ittees of the Townships of Truro and Onslow, at Cobiquid, pro-
posing to open a communicaﬁ;on with the town by cutting Roads
between the severzl L.kes that lée between Fort S:ickville and
those townships," providing that Ehap the government vould give
them some assistanée. The request was considered snd agreed to,
provisions being supplied however only for the time the people
were actually at work upon the road.'

In the Vinter of the next year, 1761, in reviewing the pro-
gress of the new settlements at Cobi uid, the Council were of
the opinion that "it would be of great advantage to those Settle-
ments to have a Road cut betveen Halifaux and the River Cheben-
scadie“’while, in 4pril, the Committee appointed to confér with
Charlies Morris on ope a road from Fort Sackville to the River
Chebenzc:die declared that "it would be proper tc open sald Road

3
as scon =s possible,?

During the Summer of this year some anxiety was caused

\
.yCouncil Minutes., Aug. 5th. 1760
1,Ibid. “eb, 16th. 1761

Tbid., 2pril 1st. 1761

TT A



by the unruly snd defient attitude of those Acudisns who had
settled around the Buy of Chaleur snd who threatened to plunder
the new settlements zround Cobe uild Dsy. #ith no means of trans-
porting troops and supplies to defend the settlers, except by

# long voyage around the coast and up the Say of undy, the
threat was a serious cne and plans were made for the immeciste
opening of & road "between Halifax and the Tounships of Onslow,
Truro &nd from thence, to Fort Cumberland, ss the most effsctual
means for the security of these Setilements ... and, as a number
of Troops will be wanted to bulld Lodgements snd o en the fHoads,
it was advised that ap lication be made to Colconel Forster, the
Commonding Officer for the Troops in this ?roviﬁce, for s dé~
tachment o zbout Twenty Flve ef ective men for that §uryose.“'

By the Summer of 176& the rosd had been made passable lor
soldiers =nd Captein MacKenzie masde an overland march "from
Fort Cumberland to Halifax with the Troops® in August of that
year thus, in & sense, opening the road.”

Ho further wofk,bhOzaver, seems to have be-n put on this
road for seversal years., In 1766 Michsel Francklyn advised that
2 msin road be csrried from Halifax by way of Cobequid, thence
to brench off to Cumberland, but it was impossible through luck:
of funas to carry the project into effect,?

In the year 1778, slthough £i50 was granted by the Assembly

to build bridges over the River Stewiscke "and other sm=ll Rivers

DAY Sss———

o®
on the road leading to Trurc, in the County of Halifax," the en-

JSouncil uinutes. Au. 16th. 1761
yoehele3, Vole 37 Doc. 54 ;
4Ssembly Journals, June 15th. 1778 B

T
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actment regulating carriers and weggons employed on the roads,

vhich was passed in the next year, extended only "to the Bridge
over the River Chebensccdie," the road beyond presumebly being

impassable for whecled carrisges.

In 1784 John Archibald was paild £125 for "making and re-
pairing the Road leading from Halifax to Truro"'and, in the next
year, the assembly granted £500 for the road "from the Vindsor
Road to the bounds of Truro Township."

During the year 1740 a petition was received from the
Freeholders of Colchester showing thot they sufiered grezt in-
convenience "from the bad state of' the m:in Hoad leading from
that district to the town of dclif&x"1énd usking for aid but
not until 1724 was a grant of money made and 2100 alloted for
the road from Mcliabb's Bridge to Gay's Riverswhile, in the next
year, £500 was set aside for this same section of the rozd.' In
179€ still another sum of £2560 was given for the rozd from
MclNabb's bridge to Gay's River.

Despite the sums given for its repasir there were few
settlers along this road and the money spent upon it was
soon lost through neglect. In the year {zgé the Rev. James
Mac }regor‘ in his first journey to Pictou described the road
as & path through the wilderness without sign of & habitation
for miles and for long distences nothing more than a blazed
trail while twelve yesrs loter, when he cazme to H:1lifex to
claim his bride, the wedding party was only able to accompany

‘;Roads & Bridges: Portfolio. :
.sﬁswvmbly Journals., Dec. 23rd. 1785. March 1llth., 1790
“Ibid, July 8th. 1794

KRCts of Assembly. Cap, 10, April Oth, 1795
Life of James MacGregor. Patterson. PPe 89,91-95
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the happy bride and groom as far as Sackville after the
ceremony 2s beyond that the rosd was unfit for eerriages
snd it was necessary for the bride to climb up behind her
husband and continue the rest of the journey to Pictou on
horseback.

In the large road appropriations for 1799 £500 was
voted for the road from "the Vindsor Road to Gay's Hiver"™ and
"400 for the road "from Gay's Hiver to Truro und the bridge
over the kiver SQthk.".the work being done under the directdon
of Thomas Pearson, John Archibald and John Dixon azlthough only
7%47.15 seems to have been laid out under contract. During the
next two years, 1800 and 1801, the lirge sum of L1600 was spent
te repair "the Road fom the Windsor Road to Shubenccadie Bridge
and from thence to Hallt's" =nd "to repair the Post Road from
fall's to Truro."

with further sums voted during the ensuin. years this road
was thefeby brought into a state of reasonzble repair although
it was difficult, on account of the lack of stutute labour on
this road, to keep it in repair, settlecments being few and far
between.

The course of this road was very similisar to the msin roazd
used today, azlthough it branched of from the "indsor Road near
Upper Sackville theough to, about, Vsverley then on to Stewiack.
At Stewiack there were two branches, one follwéng the main road
used today through Brookfield to Truro, the other following up
the Shubenaeadie River, connecting with =z ferry =t Black Roek
and then continuing on through 0ld Barns teo Trurb?

' A
£.P, Report on Road Expenditures, 4pril Srd. 1800

dhcts of .issembly. Cape 17th. 1800. Cap. 18. 1801
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A local road used today from Green Oaks, near old Fort
Ellis, through to Brookfield was opened in 1816, it being =2
shorter route for travellers coming through from Hants County
to Colchestér.

flthough, in 1813, the old Cobequid Road was considered
as one of the %o Great Lhosds, a stage coach service was not es-
tablished with dalifex until July, 1816, by Ezra Vitter of
Truro, the road having been broucht to & reascnable state of

repair by that date.



2, The Cumberliand Post cad

The old cumberland foud was & continustion of the Cobe-
uid Howd overlend from Truro to imherst,

In fugust, 1761, the projeet was first undertsken of make-
ing a blazed trail {rom Fort Cummerland'thsough the townships
of Onslow and Truro and omn to Hulifax in order that troops might
be moved more readily for the protection of the new settlements
sround the head of Cobe uld Bay, the trail being opened by the
Summer of 1762.y

In 1766 Kichael Francklyn had suggested that & main road
"pe curried from Cocbe uid to Cumberland, th.once tc the head of
Piticoudiack River and so on to ... the Hiver 5t, John," It
was impossible, however, to crry the scheme into 2f ect and
not until 1774 »2s the c ening up of this road undert:ken.

In the iutumn of that year a proposal was received by the
Provincial Secretary shozing that Pwith the Labour of ‘ixty
‘eadizns for six days" z good road could be made {rom Cumberland
to Cobequid ir prbvisions were supplied to them out of the
license money.’ The sug estion had been made by James Low and
“amuel | ethered snd they were informed tgzglﬁovernor readily
a proved of the ldea "and bepends on the sttention and diligence
of the Commissioners to see it carried into execution and that
the indulgence of an allowance" should "be well =nd Duly repaid
by the six Dasys Labour being vell periormed and applied for thet

'Council Minutes. iug. 18th. 1761 '

YIbid, Auge 19th. 1762
3Inlend Lotter Book. Vol. 136. Dec. 23rd. 1774. p. 182
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~end proposed.”

«ith the outbrezk of the Revclution it became extremely
important that land communiczticn be maintained betueen Fort
Cumberland =nd Halifzx, the presence of privateering vessels
around the oy of undy rendering travel by ses precaricus
while the danger of disloyalty dmongst the inhabitants through
Cumberland County =znd Colchester was & serious mensce to the
Government,

By January 1776 it had become necessary to hire "frog
time to time Trusty persons®™ to sct as couriers between St.
John's, Cumberland and H&lifax'>hile in the szme ye:r & somewhat
cutt note was sent to the Cumberlond Fosd Commissioners agking
that a report be sent to Halifax "of what Money is in your hands
for the Roads ... @lso what has been dcne on the Hoad leading
from Cumberland to the District of Cobecuid also what Impedi-
ments have been in your way to do what otherwlse might have
been done,"V .

No further work appears to have been done on this road
until 1784 vhen Thomas Dixon was paid the sum of £13 "for cutting
and elearing the Road fom imherst to Londonderry," showing that
at that date it could have been little more than an overland
trail.

Although this rozd was opened &t an esrly date it does not
seem to have been used regulsrly except in cases of necessit,
travellers usually preferring the routé from Cumberland down
to Partridge Island and then zcross the Minss Busin by ferry,
this being the shortest and easiest vay as the ro:d from Horton
to Halifax was in fatkly good condition. In the Winter of 1769

\Inland I;Ettel‘ BOUk. VOlc 1360 J?J.Ii. ‘&.-Oth. 1776
*Ibid, Jag. 22nd. 1776




we have the story of two travellers vho were lost along the
course of the Shediick Hiver but they vere finally tsken by their
Indian guide three leasgues up the river where they vere informed
they would find & road that would "in two deys mareh, bring them
within & few miles of Cumberland were there were somé inhabit nts
upon which they landed and sent out their Indian pilot in search
of a road who returned in a short f£ime «nd informed them that

he had found one but that it would be very diflicult not only

to travel on but to keep on account of it was so overgrown

with brush." J§inally, a«fter belng lost for several days in

the woods, they found their way toc Cumberland and then over-

land to ‘artridge Island and took the ferry across the Basin.'
Couriers and others who had business in Cumberland zlso seem

to heve taken this route whenever possible, However, the

record brezking trip of Lt. Tinling of the 57th. Hegiment who
delivered his dispatches at . uebec :nd returned to Halifax in
fifty three days may have been over this route as the ice in
Minas Basin would, in the early Spring, render the trip pre-
carious. Goveronor Pasrr, in writing to the Secretary of Stabe

in the Autumn of that yearr declared that "such an expeditious
Journey 1s secarce known to be effected by an Puropean at that
time of the year when the ice is in such a rotten st:ute that

& man 1s in danger of his life almost every step he takes; the
distance there and back ... is about 1500 miles, the grezter

part to lie in woods without any shelter, to carry his provisions
ete., upon his back."™ His bill ™apon the Road, including = guide
amounting to £46,.7 which, together with = guinea per day for

{ N.8. Guzette & Weekly Chronicle. Jan. 3rd. 1769
Peh.N,S. Vol. 48. Doc., #33. Sept. lith. 1790
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the great and uncommon fatigue he must have expericnced ét that
Sezson" being Mreally as litlle as a gentleman can be allowed,"

In 1795 QEOU was szlloted to the road from Londonderry
to the illver Haian'while, in the year 1732, £300 was appropriated
for m:king and repairing the road from ¥illiam Vance's house,
in Londonderry, to the Southern boundary of Cumberland County®
and £500 "from thence to Alphen Morse's house, in the Township
of tmherst," the work to be done by contract under the super-
vision of the Road Commissioners. .

The problems of these road commissioners were sometimes
difficult, specially if they lived at a distance from Halifax,
In 1798, James ‘ulton, one of the commissioners appointed to
expend a sum of money on the Cumberland rcad was defrauded of
a sum of money by being forced to send an agent to Halifax in
order to collect the road gront, the agent absconding and
leaving the Prowvince "taking the Money with him.“’ ‘nother road
contractor, Jonathan ?almer, who had come as a Loyalist to the
Province =nd settled along "“the Great Road lesding from London-
derry to Cumberland" alszo had an unfortun:te experience

"being tarnestly desirous that the Hoad should be made

and repaired, he contracted, at a Very low rate, for a

lot which ley © or 9 miles distance from his dwelling

so that he was under the Necessity of Carrying pro-

visions and Bl:nkets tc theplace where he was at Vork znd
taamhnxmimnmdhhnaﬁfhsnﬁﬂsmabsnﬁjkd;ﬂiliiiﬁﬁt&ﬁhiﬁﬁftgﬁgnﬁ
to Erect a Camp to lodge in =t Wight. But unfortun tely

while he was at Work on the Road at some distance and out
of sight of his Camp, two travellers who vere passing the

load “luncered his Camp and, to Cover their Viliany, set

fire to it and Burned Every article they could not carry

away and . ere gone out ol Reach before it wa:s ui)CUverd,

so that 1t was out of his porer to detect them."

A8 compengation he was allowed the sum of £10 by the Assembly

siembly Journals, March Z24th,., 17956
Cts embly . e WY & 1"
%semgly Pilers e%fﬁi%g of 3%%33 11’.0739 July 2nd, 1799
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but the Council dissgreed and refused to allow it, fearing that
it might create a precedent.'

In 1800 further sums were granted for this road, £85 for
building a bridge over Grect Village idver in Londonderry "on
the Great Road to Cumberlond;™ £oU0 "to repalr the said Hoad
fr@m the North Bounds of Londonderry to the Liver Philip Bridge;!
and £400 "from the said Bridge to the River Napan, in the Town-
ship of imherst," while, in the next yesr, sums ol <250 and £500
respectively were paid for the repair and improvement of this
section of the road.’ In the year 1802, £90, plus the balance
remaining from the year befors, was pald for improving the road
from Vance'!s in Londonderry to the South Bounds of Cumberland and
£100 for completing the road from he North Bounds of Cu berland
to the River so that the road may be said, with this expeﬁditure,
to h ve been opened up.3

This road extended from Trurc to Londonderry and theng
more or less, straight overland in a north westerly dlregtion,
crossing the River Phillp probably near Oxford. <The main road
used today, however, goes via Wentworth Corner, Oxford, Mansfield
and then on to Amherst,

Today no trace seems to exist of the old Cumberland Post
Hoad mnless it be that part of the local road still in use
from Belmont, on the Chigemois River, through bast Mines to

‘cadia Mines.

‘ss mbly Papers. Petition of Jonathan Palmer. June 18th, 1808
cf of Assembly. Cap. 17. May 3rd. 1800 .

3’c s of Assembly. Cap. 9. 4April 15th. 1802.



4, The Hoad from Onslow te Tatemagouche,

The roasd from Truro through Cnslow to Tatamagouche and
the ﬂorth% Shore ves snother anclent overland trail.

In 1766 the Kﬁ. Governor communicated with Generszl Gage
asking him that orders might be given to the of 'icer comm:inding
on 5t. John's Island "to deliver up the Cattle vhiech had formerly
beionged to the /‘ccdians who lived there®™ as he intended "to
ﬁ,ply the value of them towards making and repairing roads from
Hzlifax to Tatamsgouche" which was at least an auspicious beginn-
ing for the openfing up of & district that has long since been
known for the excellence of iis dairy prcéucts.'

In the Spring of 1768 the need of a road from Halifax to
TntumngQULhe wis represented to the Pouncil which was shown could
be done most efiectively by posting a detachment of troo.s there
to protect the district and the undertaking, spplication being
made to Colonel Larr for = suf;icifnt.number of men.* Vork was
started during the Summer and in the iZutumn of that yeur Michael
francklyn in writing to ‘nsign Ness at Totomogouche said:

"I ap rove much of your directing the icadlans to Cut

the foad, for the fresent, but halfl the Intended width

as you ©ind it cannot otherwise be compleated this Fall

ag also 1t being carried slong .the {lowing of the Tide

in the Rivers thzt no bbstruction might be given to
Travellers, "3

The undertaking, however, was dropped and Prince idward Island
COuncil Minutes. September 23rd. 1766

Ibiu. May. 17t . 1768 :
3Inland Letter Book. Vol. 136. Sept. Jth. 1768
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created a separute coleony and not until the year 1786, when
2100 was voged for the repalr of the road from Onslow to Tata-
magouche, does this rosd seem to have received any attention.
In 1797 it was shown that the road from Onslow to Tgpamagouche,
a distance of 22 miles, wss in very bad repair with fpe bridges
"rotien or broken dovn which rencers it zlmost impassable either
by hcrses or cattle, of which there were Drove ye:rly é@ m rket
from Forty to Fifty head ... likewise & qusntity of Grain."'

The petition wus dismissed ~lthough in the yesrs 18C0 and
1801 £300 was granted by the .ssembly for this road,” v

In 1806 the task of furthoer settling this district was
m-de and the need {or rozds beczme greater to open up and connect
_the new setilements, £75 being voted to bulld z Bridge over the
North River in (nslow and im,vove and repair the roazd from On-
slow to Tatamagouche while £100 was ganted two years ls\ter.3

In 1811 it was shown thet, notwighstanding the exertions
of the peo le within the Upper vwettlements of Onslow zlong the
North River, the road "wes yet in a very bad state of repair®
&8s the inh=bitsnts were incapeble of laying out more than thelr
statute labour upon it. The suggestion was alsc made thet a
new road be cut out from the upper reasches of the North River
to open up an easier coummunication for the settlers around the
River John =snd 20 wes granted by the ':sembly for this purpose,
"his new reoad along the North River to connect the liiver John
“ettlemsnts seems to be the main rosad used todey between Cnslow
and Zarltown, the older route striking straight overland to

Tatemagouche and used today only s a County Road,

Vissembly Pupers, Petition of 'ellwood ‘augh & Others, July 6th.
Yicts, of Assembly., Cap. 17. 1800: Cap. 18, 1801
3Ibid. Cap. 1. 1807: Cap. 1. 1809
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In the year 1812 the need arcse to zlter the ro-d' from
North River to Truro "as the old Road 1s freguently overfloued
with water which renders it impassable for many days together“‘
and & sum of money was voted for this purpose ul‘though iive
years later it was shown that this new rcad was still incom-
plete and that [urther sums were necessary for its improvementf
it was seferal years, however, before the increase in trawvelling

made further work on this rosd imperative.

Lﬁssembly Fapers. “etition of Thomas Lynds. Feb. 18th, 1812,
Ibid. Petition of Jghn Lickson. Xarch 1lst, 1817.
®Leport committee on foad wxpemditures., 1820
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5, The Road from Truro to Pictou.

Fpom Trure three roads branched off, the Shore :nd Cver-
land roads to imherst, the road through Onslow to Tatamagouche
and the road to Pictou,

The road to Pictou was not opened up until the arrival of
of the Sebteéh settlers in the brig Hope in June of the yesr 1767.
Hearing of thelr arrival {lve or six young men set out from Truro
oierland through the woods to meet the settlers as they arrived
in Pictou harbour. Two these men, Thomas Trcop and Ephraim
ijoward in going over the range of hills along the Vestern border
of Pictou County named two of the hills over uwhich they passed

after themselves, names whilch have remainad until loday, Mount

Thom and Mount Fphraim., The course of this road led from the
head of Plctou Harbour throuzh Hoger's “ettlement over Hount

Thom &nd down to Salmon Hilver, which it crossed at Kemptown,
continuing on along on the North side of the river over the up-
and until it came within four miles from Truro when it struck
out acress the intervale. This road, or path, scems to have been
cut cut by Thomas Archibald who=ze home wes the 1.3t habitation

on the Trurc side bhefore crossing ¥t, Thom,

In the Spring of the next year, 1738, the people of Pictown
had to made the jJjourney overl:nd to Truro in order to secure supPP-
lies, the journey taking three days to go =and three days to re-
turn,

About the vesr 1775 some of these settlers decided to leave



Pictou and emigfate to Truro "and under went great hardships,
They then h-d to travel throu:h the woods without any roads and
carry their stuf and thelr children on their backs. This
journey occupled the whole of a week although they had the assist-
ance of several men."‘

No doubt some work was put on this road by the settlers
in order to keep communication open but not until 1785 was a
grsnt of money m:de by the G meral Assembly and £2BO slloted
"for repalring the Hoad from Truro to Plctou® while tvwo years
later, although the petition of Johmn Harris :=nd others asking
for £280 for extra work done on this road was dismissed, the
rssembly granted o further sum of £80 for its repsir. In 1790
a petition vas received from those who have set led themselves
upon the extremitiés of the County of Halifax" showing that
"the principzl settlements now forming in the remote part of
Hzlifax are Pictou and MHerigomish Harbour in which are settled
u}wards of 1200 inhabitanss vho, from the want of Roads, find
their communication with Halifax at 2ll times difficult, they
being near 90 ﬁiles distant from it."3

Two years later their ples engaged the sttention of Gov-
ernor “entworth., ¥ith :mbition worthy of the undertaking he had
written in September, 1792, that he was leocving for Pictou, "a
vopulous and extremely productive ddstrict of this provi ce di-
vided from, and rendered useless, to the Capit:l by want of a
direct road which I intend to make comfortably passable before
I sleep agaln under z rooi. It is sbout 72 miles, zbout 40 of
which are throuzh an untouched wilderness," containing good
'History of Pictou County. Pat.erson. pp. 56, 61-62

*issembly Journals. Dec. £6rd. 1785, Dec. 6th. 1787
¥Ibid., April 1st. 1790
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timber. The produce of the district, he continued, was sold
chiefly tc ‘mericins "whe swarm thet cosst to Tish and smuggle
{
ell sorts of splrits and menufacturers to the settlers.,™ He
end his party sailed for Pictou of the Tourteenth of Cetobmbgr,
1792, arriving there on the Sixteenth and begsn immediately,
with 500 men to open the road from thet end, returning te Halifax
on the Twenty Second with the task completed. He wrote to
the Board of Trade that he had "in person, caused a direct road
to be cut, made and bridged from Pictou to Halifax whereby the
produce and commerce of both can be reciprocated in d@@)or three
days and also with all the Harbours and Rivers from Halifax
1 : " o
quite around to Pictou." On Christmas Day, 1792, at a very
splendid ball given by Goveruor and Lady Ventworth there was
included amongst the confections an "ingendious outline" of this
. 3
road to delizht the guests.

It is ilmprobable, however, that this rosd was ever used
by carriages and seems to have disappeared déspite the fact of
ifs auspicious opening. Its course seems to h:ve been through
Musquodobit and then up the West River of Plctou and years
later 1t was shown that:

"about 21 years z2go, lest Harvest, Hils Excellency the late

Governor Ventworth came personally to the Settlement

in order to o en a Communicaticn betwwen said Pictou and

Musquodobolt znd from thence to Halifax and that His

ixcellency might obtain his intention your Petitioners,

with many others, went zicng with him voluntarily and

Cratls until such time as sald road Jolned said Musquo-

doboit road; said Koad has been occupled hitherto but the

late Storms h:=ve unspeakably blocked up ssid Road so that

Communication is stopped also, moreover, His Ercellency

erected two bridges on ssid Foad, ome on : branch of

the Test River and another upon a branch of Saint Kioryts

River with many sm:1ller ones which is 211 in ruins."
'P,A,N,S. Vol, 48. Doc, #8l. Sept. 14th, 1792

3N.S. Cazette & veeckly Chronicke., Oct. 25th. /92: Dec. 25th. /92
*P.A.N,8, Vol., 48, #83. Oct. 25th, 179%.
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and money was assed for its repaif.' tpparently 1t was a travelle
route snd in the Nova “cotian ilmanac the Inns along the road
together with the number of miles between them is given yearly
from 1785 onwards.

Although a shorter route than the road used today between
Ho1lifax and Pictou the road via Truro continued to be the most
travelled, thé Governor's lioad through Musquodobeit falliing into
disrepalir,

In the yesr 1797 it shown thet the inhcbitants of Pictou
neadad money for "that pert of the Public Roasd leading to Halifax
which lies between Pictou and Truro" zs the people laboured
runder wery grooet inconveniences in communicating by land with

d ps 1
the Capital .. {rom the want of good Hoads" and two years later

"
.
©

sum of £500 waes granted for this purpose while, in the year
1800, £400 was allioted foroopening and completing that part of
the road "from John Henley's, on Salmon Kiver, to Truro being
nine miles - being puri of the Main road leading from Pictou to
‘I‘tm,zr'o.""s 5ix yesrs later, however, although 7195 was spent om
the road during 1805, the amount was Yquite insuf icient to com-
plete the repars of the Said Hoad" in order to render it passable
and further sums were necessary for its 1mprovament."
By the year 1816, however, the road was so far improved
as to allow & weekly stige coach té go from Helifax to Pictou,
the Assembly granting a subsidy of £100 for this purpose. The
mzll, however, had been delivered regularly on foot from the year
' Assembly Papers. letition. Teb, 14th, 1814
Toid., Petition. June 16th. 1797.

J2cts of Assembly. Cp. 12. 1798: Cap. 17. 1800
A33embly Papers. -etition Ezra VWitter. Feb., 18th, 1817



1801 although as carly as 1790 s mail closed at certsin sezsons
of the year "for Truro, Pictou and the Island St. John.*'

From 1814 this mail route was in charge of Ezra vitter
from Halifax to Truro and from Truro to Plctou in charge of
Jacob ;ynﬂsf' %With the establishement of a stage coach in 1818
regular servic:s were possible, the Journey taxing two or two
and one hall days from Halilax to Pictou. In 1828 the .:stern
Stage Coach Company was formed wiidch with the levelling of this
route, especizlly the circumventing of Hount Thom, msde travelling

over this route much easier and more i‘re&uent.5

'Life of James MacGregor. Patterson. p. 300
".8. Gazette & Veekly Chronicle. Jan. 19th. 17920
3History of Pictou County. Patterson. p. 390
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The dain Trunk Roads ol Liova g;btia

6. The Shore Road from Truro to Amherst, via Parrsboro

Hlthough the shore route was not opened up until the last
part of the Eighteenth Century a very early road, or path, ex-
isted from Partridge Island, near Parrsboro, to the 'iver He-
bert and so on to /imherst.,

No improvements, however, seem to hove been made on this
rozd for many years. In the year 1781, £50 was suggested for
the rep:ir of this road and, although not grinted, it was stated
that "the Partridge Island Hoad must Continue as a communication
to a number of Loyalists and 0Old Inhabitants settled there and
for the inhabitants of iHing's County anc Hants" who ship ed a
quantity of their produce across the Minss Basin by ferry.'

This ferry was an import nt link between the settlements
around Minas Basin and Cumberland. In 1776 a zrant of 2000
scres had been given on Partridge Island on condition that the
proprietors "give due and constait attend:nce for .ifteen years
to the Ferry established between sazid Island and Windsor and
th t they keep a sufpicient hut «nd two men:ﬁ‘ This ferry, which
was in use at lecsst as early as 1769, seems to h ve been operated
in a fairly regular manner from 177§3until 1782 when 2 petition

was received from one Bbijah Scoti who declared that:

L

PefielleGs Roads & Bridges., July 4th, 1781

:ﬁinutes of Executive Council. July. 17th. 1776

.5, Gozette & Weekly Chronicle. Jan. 3rd. 1769
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"your Memoralist wes deecmed a fitt person to :ttend the
Ferry from Windsor unto Purtridge Island ... znd as to the
faithiul Exectulon of the Transportating His lajesty's
Troons znd the proper performances of which he humbly
refers to ail and every of the Royzl Army which he had

he honour to carry {f om time to tim: for three years
past. Your wemoralist is totally debarred from further
discharging his duty, heing continually lierrostd and

giliaged by the Lnemy, his every means of Suppoerting him-
self and Tamily being forced away by the febels to the
amount of more than £100, exclusive of bein; driven from
his house, lunds, Improvements and Utencils left behind
all turned into waste, as slso +serry Boats rondered use-
less that cost £150.n1
Although all that he re uested was that he "be enabled to pur-
chase a Sult of Sails to [itt out his Boat to follew his former
Occupation” and "to return to the Importint duty ol Gustaining
passage so Requisite to be Kep up," the House replied that
they could not provide any relief "ss it would establish a bad
precedent.’

In the Cpring of the year 1780 it wss shown th:t the ®road
from Partridge Island to the River lLiebere 1s almost impassable
on account of several obstructions from fullen trees and the
want of many repairs" and £860 was granted, "provided that the
izhabitants will add their own work to it to the same galne.”’

In the Summer of 1783 Bishop Cha les In lis in the course
of Parochial Visitation travelled over this road to Gumberland
which he described as "extremely bad and dangercus." He and
his guide took 10 hours to travel the distance of 36 miles and
at one place the Bishop had & narrow esc: pe through his horse
falling on him while in snother place his horse and port manteau
fell into a brook and his "linen sand robes were wetted." They
2t last reached Barron's and crossed by ferry to imherst and
P,A,N.S. Vol. 298. Doc. #95. March 25th. 1782

Ibld. Doc. #98. June 29th., 1782
Inland Letter Book. June 2lst. 1780.
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i/festmoreland.
| In the year 17928 a petition was received from the inhab-
itznts of Cumberland Couniy showing that they suffered "great
inconvenience from the DBaduness of the Noad™ and asking for £100
to open a road from imherst, along the IZast side of the River
Mzcan, to the Halfway DRiver %on the road leading to Partridge
Island and to build a bridge'acras; the River Napan® but the
petition was dismissed, "it belng inccasistent with the pre-
sent situsztion of the Province to gront any money for Roads.®
In the next vear the bridge was built.,

In 1795, dowevef, 2100 wes granted "for repairing the New
Ro=d between IHalfway liver, in the Township of Parrsborough, °
and the New Bridges, erected over the River uapan"1§hile, four
year later, a Turther sum of £2800 was allowed for the road and
bridg=s from "Partridg: Island to the bridge of the River Napan
in ‘he Township of ;m:uerst."3 In the yehr 1800 also, a sum of
£100 was voted to make and repair the road "from Londonderry
Line to Parrsborough Road.?

£long the shore the road was not complete., In 1730 a pe-
tition had been received showing that the inhabitents of Five
Islands suffered "Great inconvenlence in not having a Publick
Road lald cut from the Cettlement ... to the settlements at the
head of Cobequid Bay «nd, in June the petition wos grgnted.s-

In 1793 a road was cut "from Vest Day t. Black Nock and
‘Cape Cherp" while two years lster, in & petition from the people
lissembly Journals. June 15th. 179g2: June 19th. 17982 B
Jacts of Assembly. Cap. 10. April 9th. 1795. ”
Ibid., Cape 12« July 3lst. 1799

JIvid. cCap. 17. May 3rd. 1800
Chi man Mss. Doc. #5. 1790



of Parrsborough, it wa: shown that they were in great need of

a road from "the head of Diligent River to Advocate Harbour."'

In the year 1800 the road was extended from Purtridge
Island to Cape Doree, B0 being granted to make the road to
that district;ywhila in the same yesr proposals were received
from the people of Parrsbroughygthat roads should be laid out
and to continue the voad from Diligent River te idvocate Harbour;
to lay out a road from Oconomy through Five Islaonds towards

Partridge Island; to lay out & road from the Swen Cresk to the

b

head of Partridge Island River and {rom Partridge Island to
Prancklyn Hanor{s In the road zllotments of 1801, however, only
225 was granted "for maxking & road from the head of Partridge
Island to Swan Craek, in Parrsborough®™ and 1100 "for making a
road from Oconomy Road to the bridge over Portepeck River."

In the agreesments masde out by the road commissioners the
road contractors were instructed to "cutt Lown all the trees
and Brush ... and to Clesr out all the tress and Rubblish twelve
feet wide and the Stumps to be cut close to the Ground," a pro-
vision that wes not always carried out and in the following
year some discusslon wes ralsed by the menuer in which the Parrs-
borough Yoad hed besn laid out.

In 1803 & petition was received {rom Parrsbrough showing
that they desired "to have our main Hoad leading from Partridge
Island te Cumberland, as {ar es the Boar's Back," properly cut
cut and improved but in this yeur only 856 was voted for roads
through this district. .

, Chipmen ¥ss. Doc. /15, 1794: doc. #16. 1796
fcts of Assembly. Cape. 17. 1800
'Chipman Mss. Doc. 8. 1801

“Ibid. Doc. #15. 1802. Doc. #4. 1803
icts of Assembly. Cap. 5. July 27th. 1803
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The opening up and improvement of roads through the
County of Cumberland had 1its effect on the prosperity of Parrs-
barough. Heretofore the main route taken to Cumberl:nd had
been from Halifax to Vindsor and then across the Minss Basin
by ferry, the Journey over the Cobequid Road and the Cumberland
Post Hoad being difficult and cangerous in its unimproved con-
dition for'travellers going to VWestmoreland., By the year 1803
however, this had been changed snd the roads improved, zo much
so that one Thomas Mocre of Parrsborough, who formerly had been
able to make a living, was forced to make an application for a
free license on the grounds that:

"he hath been in the ¥ay of intertaining Travellers for
this number of Years and, for a number of Years, I, the
sald Moore, have Paid a Lolsence and I wish still to
convene the Publick as kMuch as ever but there is not
travel Anough to Afford Paying a Loisence,m!

In the same year, also, we have perhaps the first instance
of land comnmunication interfering with the cozsting trade and
causing loss to shipowners and in June, 1803, it was shown thets

"in the otiginal Agreement between the first Settlers at
Partridge Island and Government, the persons Heeping the
Ferry were allowed our rations of Provisions, besides
other Privile u*es, but, scon aiter the conclusion of the
last ‘mericen Tar, the Pro'isions were stopped, finding
that the Facket had a sufiicient incouragement by the
Grezt Mumber of vattle sent to Halifax from Cumberland
and Vest Morland but within three years last past the
Rozd hath been so much improved between Cumberland &hé
Halifax, by way of Cobegquid, that about one half the
Cattle 1s now drove Arognd on which account the owners
of said Packet are obliged to put the vessel in other
Employ to support the same, Conirory to their real desire
and to the Great detrimbnt of the People in the Counties
of Hants and King's and all other in the Westward uarts
of the provincb wishing to communicate %;tu Cumberland
and New Brunswlck and, more especially sc, to the in-
habitants of Parrsboro! and the Southwest part of the
County of Cumberland, owing to the Great distance and the
unimproved State of the loads around Cobequid Bay."

.Chipman Mss, Doc. #25. 1803
agsembly Papers. Petition of James HRatehford & J.m-s licble
Shannon. June £8th, 1803
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The petition was considered and, in Jduly, 1t was resolveq

that £50 be paid to the petitioners for:

"the encourzgement of a Zacket to run between Vindsor
and Partridge Island on condition that the said Packet
properly prepared for the accomocd-tion of Passengers and
the reception of cattle ... shall sall from Parrsborough
wind and Verther nermitting, the first high water after
zight 0'Clock in the forencon from the rirst of ipril to
the Twenty Fifth day of December and, from Windsor,

the first highwater after iLight 0'Clock in the morning,
every “ednesday during the same period,

That the liates of rerriage be-as

follows:

for Lach person five shillings
for one norse gseven shiliings
Por Nest C:attle sach Head rive shillings

Other Stock at the same rate as during last year.,®

; . 4 o A L v 4 : X
This provincial subsidy of £5U was paid annually until 1809,

i

Luring 1803 and 1804 the road wes [further lmproved and comp-

pleted from Partricge islana towards rive
and £85 granted "for & souad from the uest
to Oeconomy setilement? so that 1t may be
road was, in some measure, openea up.
Further grants continued to be mmde
would see¢m that the most travelled routes
Cumberland Post Hoad or'from Amherst down

and then across the Minas Bzsin by Ferry,

islands and Lconomy
Bounds of Londonderry

said that the shore

for its repair but it
were either along the
to Partridge Island

the shere road aroung

the bay to Cobequid being-used inirequently.

The people of Parrsborough were, however, somewh:t unfor-

tun- tely situ-ted, being of{ the two most

most froguented routes

and yet being forced to go to Horton for their most trifling

legal and local affsirs. The dangers and

discomforts of this

Journey were described sever:l years later when it was declared

;Assembly Papers. Assembly Vote. igreed to July ZZnd., 1803
‘cts of Assembly. Capl. 1808: Cap. 1. 1809. Cap. 5. 1808



"this mode of travslling is expe:
the sudden gusts of wind hhi»h endanger the navigation of
the Bay of Mines render thes pzssage on some occasions very
hazardous. Nor are these voyages infre‘uant .+e but these
dif‘iﬁulti‘ are experienced ... in & still greater degree’
in “inter Seasons, during which the <ce entirely obstructs
all intercourse by water and leaves us no way of géSting
to the other parts of thp County of King's except by
travelling fthoough that of Halifax, a distance of nearly
200 miles.®™!

nsive and unpleasant and

1d
g

In 1819, in order to facilitate communication between
Halifax and Cumberland, & new road was proposed which should be
connacted by & ferry from Noel with either Pass HRiver or Econaly:
Tt was shown that'umnsigarable aavancement had becn made "é new
Hoad belng partly Cut from the River Philip towards Dass LHiver
in the Lower part of Londonderry" which shortened the distance
by 16 miles and, by water from Bass Hiver or Lconomy to Noel,
by at least "36 or &7 miles instead of going, as at present,
by Partridg: Islsand and ¥indsor." This ferry, however, never
seems to have been regularly operated.

The project for this new road, though a reasonable onz from
thé point of view of cﬁtting off distances, was not successful
although the local road from Farmington to Uxford, along the
Iiver Philip, may romein as & remmnant of the Cumberland County

section of this proposed new rozd.

Assembly *apers. Petition from the Inhabit: aits of the Hdorth
i Fastern Zection of Kingts County. 1819
Tbid, Petition of David &acLaughlin. Feb. 24th. 1819
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7. The North Shore Road from =mherst to Pictou

In the Spring of the year 1786, although "the vast improve
ments which His Eajssty s Loyal Subjects, emigrants from<éhe
United States," hﬁa lately made 2t Remsheg were remarked upon
the nedd for = road from Remsheg to Amherst was declsred to be
pressiné, especially since the loss of two settlers had oeccured
in z2ttempting to pass overland to Amherst from that place.'

Nothing further appears to have been done to opren up comm-
unication by lond with these isolated settlements. In the year
1800, however, £100 waz voted for muking « road from Remsheg to
meet the Cumberland Road &t the River Philip zlthough no work
appears té have been done in that year, it being reported that
there vere "no contracts entered into or money drawn."

In 1801, 2100 was asgain voted for opening a road from the
"nead of Remsheg darbour to the Cumberland Hoad, by River Philip®
thereby connecting the shore settlement with ~mherst and Trureo
by the Cumberland Post road, together with £50 for opening a road

3

from River John to meet the sgin soad from rictou to ﬂalif&x,

thereby, in some measure, opening up this shore although further
" ; . . ¢ 3
rants were necessary to make these roads passable.
In 180Z the proposal th:z:t another road be made to connect
Remsheg with the i untworth Scttlement and then to continue to
' issembly Papers, Petition June 14th, 1786

*I1bid. HReport Commissioners of hond Expenditures. 1801
diets, of Assembly. Cap. 14. 1801
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meet the Cumberlern¢ Hoac and it vas shown thet the people of
these Settlements were under great disadvantage:

rfor the want of 2 rozd ... from Colchester and beg leave

tc Represent to your Honours that from the Upper Part of

ffentvorth, :nd to continue up on the ¥est vide of the

South Brarnch of Hemsheg River te its Head, to where there

is 2 good plece for Crossing the Mountain and so Down

to ¥olly River to the Main Poad. 411 the way good

Lends for settlers which will be ofgreat advantage to

this Couuty,n"! .
and £30 was voted for its construction. This road seems to have
follovwed zlong the Vest Brénch of the “allace River however, to
‘moet the Cumberl:and Rond =zt, or near, Collingswood Corner.

« In the year 1805 -nother road was openad up from the lem-
sheg River "to the laske Le . ing to Londonderry, by Folly River,"
the sum of £20 being voted for that purpose while in the next
year a grant of £80 was made {or a bridge over the Folly Riﬁerg
This overland road apparently belng the main road used today
from Wentworth Centre to Great Village,

During the year 1805 further progress wes also made in
making ro»ds‘kiang the Shore, money belngz voted to oven a2 road
from River John to Plectou and £15 ®to aid the irhabitants of
Cunberland in orening & road {rom the Uu;év port of the Tewn-
ship of “mherst to the Culph of ut. Laurems," the inhabitants
subscribing &n ecual sum while in 1807 another 740 was granted
for this road and to bulld & bridge Fover the Hiver Jheneinicus."t

In 1802 the road from the nead of the Tide, in Remsheg
Herbour to Pugwash wss further improved, thereby facilitating
cpoggunication with tihis section of the iorth Shore while two
years lﬂxer allotments were made "to zid the inhsbitants of
Tignish and Goes Rivers, on the Gulf of St. Lawrence, to open

;J—v,fsembly Pajers. Yetition. March. 1lth. 1802
fcts, of Assembly. Cap, 1. 1806: Cap. 1. 1806



and improve » road frum the North side of Pugwash Harx
Hiver Philip. By 1812, however, it was shown th:it there WASHES
comrunication betwcen Fox urrbour and Pugwash, except by bouts,
which wns "glways troublesome =nd often impracticable® although
the inhsbitants had begun to open a rozd to lead into that of
sugwash, thence to the Cumberlsnd road but it still needed fur-
ther assistance.snd repsir.

In this same year & new road was proposea "from the Sridge
over the Napan River ... S0 &8 to ¥a2ll into the rosd leading from
‘mherst to Cobeuid am great Numbers of neople have occasion to
fpuyvel from Maean, Hapan and the Hiver lebert tc the Hiver Philip%

Bobe ulid =nd Remsheg" and the distance would thereby be shorte

P ot

»lthough money was granted to open this road, a distunce of 16
miles, in 1816 it was shown that paris of 1t were impsssable &nai
that the nead for bridges was great. +his roau, 1t would seem,
cut the Cumberl:nd Road ot or near Sa1t Springs, meeting the road
from Remsheg to the River ’hl}_if} that had been OLJelled in 180C1.
Tgis road, however, «ltaocugh money had been granted for
its construction in 1820, never seems to hove been made passable
and in 1820 it was shown that ever since the first settlement
of “ugwash the ;eople had sufl ered from the want of & road to
the River Philip, it being a road
much wanted as vell for the convenlence of the Inhabitants
gsettled there as for the Publigk at large - much business
is done there in shipping of Timber in the Spring, Summer
znd in the Fall very many persons resort there to cateh
'ish for their family consumption and for sale., iitherto
for want of a passable communication by land, those who
were obliged to go to and From Pugwash to River Phillip were
driven to the necessity of passing up and down on the River

Bhillip, so called, which is dangerous ... and many lives
have been lost.,?®! '

:ssomhly Papers., f(eorge Rlug & Others March l14th. 1820
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In the ssme yesr & grant of m ney wss made by}the ~ssembly for ;
this purpose,.

In 1820, also, Turther ro:dbuilding wes carried on x?mundva
Pugwash and the shore, it beins shown that

4=

® & road is Opening frcu th ;ttlement on Vox Harbour

say towards Juan Turrles znd thst & road is also opening

from the Town Plot, =zt remsh:g, towards John Turrels, also

a road from the JCOtLh Settlement on the Gulf vhore, betwe:

ween Fox Harbcur and Pugwash, towards said John Turre*s,

211 uf which roads are 1nteuueu to Join the main road

leading toc .mherst,m!
It was shown that 2 bridge wes stlll necessary over the Hemsheg
River znd further sums wcre nccessary to complete the roads.

Lthough ccmmunlication had been established between Tita-

magouche and River Jchn in 1801 "no Road passable for elither
Carts or oleds™ zhd been made by 1821 between Pictou and River
John beyond the Vest Branch of that River. In 1821, however, an
allotment was mede to complete this road, thereby, in some
measure at least, opening uy communicaticn along the North

shere.,

ssembly Peapers. Petition of George Yrley & Others.
Feb. £9th. 1820
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8. The Road from Plictou to Canso.

Although =n attempt was made to open & road in the year
1786 "from Country Harbour, in the County of Sydney, towards
Fictou by way of Kanchester and Antigonishe,™ ilidis uncertain
what course this ro=-d folloved :nd how far the grant of £200 was
successful that had been voted by the issembly for thuat purpoae.'

In the years that followed no further rozd building app-
ezrs to have been undertzken., In 1800 it was proposed that
#6800 be granted "for Opening &« road from Milford Haven, in tﬁe
County of woydney, to antigonishe to the Settlement on the Gulf
of 8t. Lawrence, near thé Cove called Mallignant Cove" :nd that
a roac be opened fpom Hontague Hiver to intigonishe, thence to
Mzlignant Cove:/ Not, nhowever, until the next year woce the task
undert:ken :lthough only 2300 was voted "for Opening = Hoad from
the head of Milford Haven, in the County o. Sydney, to the
Yest River in Antigonish, near the Indian G_rqeﬁs.“

In this seme year,1801, the task of opeuning land commun-
ication between Pictou =nd Antigonishe, via Malignant Cove was
also pushed forward, Z150 being voted "for building a Bridge
over the West River of Pictou ... and improving the Main Road
through the district;" £50 "for improving the Road ffcm the
East “iver in Plctou to the Test River in Marygomishe;" £100

\ fets of sssembly. Cap, 8, 1786
vissembly +opers. Lepoot of Commission on Read Expenditures. 1800



¥for opening and making a4 road from tae West River in Marygomish
to the &ust side ol the Eust River in Marygomish, including the
bridges" zand £100 "for opeming and msaking & foad from the Easg
side of Marygomish rSiver to Mulignant Cove."

In the year 1B0Z severaz. road allolments for the County

of Sydmpy were propéseéd but not agreed to: £90 was, howevér,
alloted for bridges over the Rivers ¢t Clam and Goose Harbour and
iing Creek, "on the Roud leading from Milford Laven to the Gut

of Censo,® around Chedabucto Bay; 245 to bulld = bridge over

Salmon River, at the head of Chedsbucto Bay, on this same road;

£11 to finish the bridge over French River zt darygomish and

e
('N

8 to repeir tne ro.d from the East River at Marygomish to
Mzlignant Cove, ‘

In the next yesr £100 was granteu for th: repair of the
road from "the dead of Milford deven to the Indilan G:irdens, on
the ¥West Branch of “ntigocnishe hiver, and bullding a bridge
ober this Eiver" und :i50 for "Crening a Boad from Indisn Gardens
at intigonishe, to Malignant Cove

In 1804 further grants were mace, z50 belng voted te Mald
the Imhzbitants to bulld Jridges over the Esst, North and west
iivers of Hilford Haven, on the zu.a‘leag1n5 from Guysboro' to
hn;igonisuu;" 280 "for repairing the Road from the Bast River
of Pictou to the ‘renech Hiver in Marygomishj' £85 "to =id the

inhabitants to build a bridge over the East River of Marigomish

(...:.

and £30 "to sid the Inhabitants in rebuilding the Biridge over
the ¥French River in Werygomish "
The course ol this road wus, approx mately from maps of

the period, slong the main hi hways used tod:y from Pictou to

~
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Sutherlund hiver, tThen along the Coast to Halignant Cove, then
cverland to :‘ntigoenish while from Antigonish the most travelled
route was overlond through Romen Velley and slong the Guys-

1

berough Hiver to Beylston snd then around Chedabucto Bay to
Canso.

‘rom Boylston twoe other rozde branched off, one going
sround Chedabucto Bay to Cape ;;;os.ahile snother extended
from Manchester, not fer from Boylston, to Tracadie, a distance
f fifteen miles. A road from Milford Haven, by way of Trzeadie,

1

to Little River w:s opened in 1808 although for many years these
roads remained little better than woodlland §atns.'

In the year 1811 the task of cpening up an overland poad
from Murigomish to antigonish wos undertaken, the route being
explored by HNathan Brown who roecelved the sum of £6 for his
sarviu&s;vit was many years houever, before the overland route
through the Marshy Hope Valley was opened up sufficiently for
carriages and .revious to the year 1851 "trevellers in that dire
ection had only the cholcecof = long rcad azround the Gulf Shore

or a roed ten miles shorter but scarcely fit for carriages over

5
the intigonish Mountains.?
[}
‘{cts of f%S@mbl « Cap. 1. 1808
Ibid, Cap. 1. 1809

A Al L S " .
3'"<mely Pa 'arg. Petition of Hathan Browm. Reec'd MNeb, 18th./11
History of Pictou County. Patterson. p. 592
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9. The Road from Halifax to Musxuodobqit

The road to Musquodoboit was paved with a long series of
petitions that show very clearly the difficulties that the
settlers of this rich agricultural district encountered by

.being entirely dependant on communication by land with the
capital at Halifax for their existence.

The first road to be cut to this settlement from Dart-
mouth was the trail opened up by Governor ‘entworth in the Fall
of 1792 and although'ieoi was proposed for this road three years
later'it seems to have been of but little use in its repair and |
tn 1798, in a long addres: to the .ssembly, it was shown that:

fthere are valuabie Tracts of Land in the interior parts
of this Province and, likewise, many promising setilements
buried in obscurity, the Industricus Inhabitants of which
are labouring under many un:voidable hardships and
struggling with difficulties peculiar to the setilers of
New Countries namely, the arduous Task of raising a sub-
sistance in the midst of a forest =nd destitute of the
valuazble b essings of Soclety.

A (rincipal cause of these difficultys is the want of
roads and free Communication to the market, which damps
the spirit of Industry and retards the progress of Agri-
culture. Nor is this ail the Evils resulting from a want
of roads. A valusble and Industrious part of the commun-
ity is secluded from the world, the produce of their In-
dustry 1s not felt by the General body of Public whe are

- deprived of the mutual advintages r suliing {rom & Recip-
procal intercourse with them.

That this is the case in o grest measure with the sett-
lers of Musquodoboit i1s well known. .nd, Notwithstanding
the Governor's vigorous exertions to facilit te their
passage by way of Dartmouth to Halifax together with the
the Utmost efforts of the Inhabitants, so tedious and
and expensive is the business of mzking Roads and bridges

Victs of Assembly. Cap.ll. MKarch 27t . 1795 .
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throuzh woods and Rivers, that much remains to be done for which
reason they are under the necessity of solliciting the aid and
the assist:nce of the Public who, doubtless in the end, will
shere with them the advantages arising from such communications
and slthough it will considerably zugument the distaznce, the
prospect of having the former Hoad (Governor Wentworth's Road)
made passable appecrs at such & distance and absolute necessity
of having one opened" they desired that this road be tzken into |
the road "leauing from Halifax to Tmmpo, near Georgw Campbelltg,t

In the road appropriations for the year 1798 no allotment was
made and although, in 1800, £200 had been proposed to "Open the
Road from George Campbell's to Musquodoboit,™" not until 1801
was £100 voted to cut the nine miles of unbpened ro-.d and to
improve the twelve miles th:t needed much repair.~

In June, 1801, ancthér retition was received from the
Freeholders and residents of Musquodobolt and vicinity, reveal-
ing their  roblems and showing that:

"your Fetitioners, from the commenccement of their settle-
ment have laboured under many disadvontages 'nd inconven-
iences, owing to their not having & regular road from their
Settlement to the wetropolis; and such have been their
situation tim-s inoumberable, that they could not get their
produce to darket and, consequently, thereby deprived of
the means of procuring the common :necessaries or comiorts
of life.

That your Petitioners, impressed with a due sense of the
Wisdom ana goodness of the Legislative, in enacting such
silutary laws as will add to the happiness of their con-
stituents ... these impressions are suf icient motives to
induce your Petitioners to lay thelr situation under your
Honor's consideration.

That your Petitioners beg leave to sc uaint your Honor's
that the utility of & foad being opened throt! their sett-
lement :nd carried on most conveniently towards the Metro-
polis hsas been considered by His ixcellency, “ir John Vent-
worth, snd other pespectable char=zcters, to be essentially
necessary for the prospe- ity of the settlement.

But that a plan of making =& road to the —outhwsrd and
Lastward of the old road, or track, could be of no benefit
to the settlers as belng entirely out of their way and also
should it be ado ted to carry it on to communicate with the

- Cobequid Road it would be equally inconvenient and useless

'\ issembly Papers. Petition May Z£8th. 1798
VYf{Assembly rapers. Heport Roud Committce 1800
Acts Aseembly. Cap. 17. BMay Zrd. 1800
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for this very obvious reason, that by travelling it going
to, or returning from, H&rke% their Journey by this route
would be lengthened upwards of lorty Miles and consequently
would not be fre uented but regsrded as a grievionce and
unnecessary Exipense on the Pbhlic.?®
They proposed, therefore, that a new road be cut out and explored
from their settlement to “zlmon River Bridge, being conwinced
that this was the "most convenként asnd practicable way of carrying
a road throt! from their settlement towards Helifax" and, in the
allotment made for the 'Gupsborough Foad! in this yesr, £300 was
granted "for Opening & Toad from the place where the Guysborough
Road will strike the Musquodoboit Hiver to the Sslmon River, in
preston, ™'

The amount, however, did not go far and in the next year
another petition was received showing that although 2300 had been
voted in the previous year, ten miles still remsined to be finishec
between Big S:slmon ‘iver, in Preston, to HMusquodobolit znd a con-
tract offered by the settlers to complete this, the most difficult
portion of the roac for 5280:’ The petition was not considered
although £100 was voted to complete the old road leaaingA"Mus-
.uodoboit, from George Campbell'!s on the Cobequild woad."j

In the year 1803 the Assembly granted £50 "for a Road
from Henry's, in Musquodoboit, to the Main Road leading from Truro
to Halifax3" £50 "for a Road from the Narrows at Porter's Lake
to Musquodoboit;" £100 "for a Road from Salmon River, in Preston,
to the narrows a2t Porter's Lake® and £50 "for the Road from Salmon
River Bridge in Preston to Dartmouth, "

,/cts of Assembly. Cap., 18. July 16th. 1801
Ksseghly Papers. Petition. March. 5th. 1802

acts of assembly. Cap. 9, April 15th, 1802
"Ibid., Cap. 5. July 27th., 1803



These grants,opening up as they did in practically every
instance new roads, did much to facilit:te communication between
Musquodoboit while, a2t the same time, the communication with
Guy sborough was also being opened up.?

Though these émwll sums had besn gr:nted the amount was
insufiicient to supply the district of Musquodoboit with ad-
equzte roads and in 1807 it was shown that:

"the ionhabit:nts labour und:r a great disadvantage for

the want of & road of communication from the lake, on the
lower end of this Hiver, to the idarbour; the different
repids of the River from said lake to where the Tide comes,
render it impracticable for boats to pass or repass but,
if there was a good road, great quantitys of cordwood
would be brought to market, likewise Excellent Timber of
the best quality can be had for ship Building, every con-
veniency is prepared at the Head of the Tide for that pur-
pose, any vessel not éxceeding 250 Tons can be brought out
of the Harbour with safety. 411 kinds of Lumber that
the province produc~s can be had on the River in great
plenty. The rapids on this _art of the River has hitherte
been the only obstruction and this short carrying place.®

Hawing put forward their plea they asked that a grant of money
be made to construct & road from the he.d of the tide to the

settlement of MusquodoboitJ

Three years later, however, it was further shown that the

the settlers had:

"for many Years lsboured under silmost Insurmountable di-
fficulties in gaining & maintenznce for their Families in
the ¥Wilds of Musquodoboit. The want of good Roads has
very much increased these difficulties for, although their
Farms will, for the most part, produce the lecessaries °
of Life, ,et there are many articles which they do not
yield which are of such importance that s«griculture cannot
be carried on without them to any considerable idvantage
either to the Individuzl or to the Community. The Opening
and Improvement of Hoads im this, snd zdjacent setilements,
has greatly lessened the hardships ... but they still

' Assembly Papers, Petition. Ja.. 3rd, 1807
*N.5, Gazette & VWeekly Chronicle, Sept. '10th. 1goy '''oil

UL T30 A O NS



154

labour under manyiinconveniences, one of which is that
the Road from idzlifax to Manchester runs across the ‘iver
of Mus uodoboit as also does most of the Travelling" and,
there is no bridge across the River, "communication is
at some seasons of the year, impossible."?
Nothing was done, huweggr, and four years later it was declared
that although the inhabitants had contributed half the smount
they still laboured under great obstacles from the want of a
bridge over the Mus ucdoboit Eiver "which is the only commun- .
ication with the fHoad leading to market as it is not fordable
a considerable part of the year on uccount of Preshetts and
Ice.n!
In the year 1820 it was declared that, despite former
gronts of money, "the Road through this cettlement (Middle Mus-
quodobot) notwithstinding there still remains a considerable dis-

tance that is not passable for wheel carriages" and further sums

wer2 asked for in order to help the agricultural interests afih

the community by facilitating their communication with the ma;ket

at-Halifax'while, four yeors later, it was shown that the roads

through this district were still in a very bud condition, a con-

dition th-t had not not been improved by the diminuation of the
Statute labour under the provi:ions of the lioad Zct of 1816;

£lthough it may sald that communication was established

between Mus uodoboit as early as 1792, the problem wes one of
repzir and improvement which was, in turn, & problem that the
reople in this scatiered community could not cope with and many
yvears were to elapse before their roads were fully opened up.

! 2ssembly Papers. Fetition. Feb. £3rd. 1815

*Ibid. Petition. Feb. 25th. 1820 :

5{Ibid. retition. .dams ‘rchibald & Others. March £24th. 1824
Acts of Assembly. Cap. 24. BMarch 22nd. 1816
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10. The Guysborough Road

In the Spring of the year 1800 Governor Ventworth had
recommended that 2 road be made for "the accomodation of the
Zastern Settlements of this "rovince" and it was resclved that th
the sum of £100 be applied "towzrds exploring the best course »
for a road fp.om the head of Wilford Haven towards the Capital."
Despite the resolution, however, and the {act that "the decayed
and ruined state of the I'isheries of the Province :nd the Total
want of Roads of communication between the Dettlements on the
Shore"'were seriously considered by the House, the resolution was
not agreed to.v

In the next year theproject was undertszken of making a
direct road overland through the wildest snd most difficult
part of the province to Guysborough and £500 voted "for Opening
a Road from Guysborough in the most direéct course to the River
Musquodoboit, so as to form a communication with the Captfal"
and £300 "for Opening a Road from the place where the Guysborough
Road will strike the Musquodobeit Hiver to the “almon River in
Freston."3

York was undertaken on the road in 180Z and in the next

™

year £10 was granted to Alexander ienry "for his Services and Ex-
pences in exploring the Road rom Musquodoboit to Manchester.m

Further sums were also voted in 1803 for the construction
' 2ssembly Journals. May lst. 1800

“Ibid. “ay. 2nd. 1800
Acts of /ssembly. Cap. 18. July 1l6th. 1801
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of the Guysnuroug%Ai?d the roads connecting with it, £50 being
alloted for "a Road from Henry's, in Musquodoboit, to the Main
Road leading from Tmmpo to Halifax;" £50 "for & noad from the
narrows at Porter'!s wake to Musquodoboit;® £50 "fop a lload fram
Stormont to the Upper -ettlements of Country Harbour and to open
s Hoad of about five miles {rom thence to join the ﬁusquddoboit
Road leading from Guysborough to Halifax;" £280 "for improving
the Road from the sast Branch of 5t. dary's River to Musquodoboit
near HSenry's, and building bridges over the K:.st and Vest Branch
of 5t. wary's Hiver and £40 for clearing the ralls of said River"”
and £200 "for improving the livad from Guysborough to the Last
Branch o 5t. Mary's Hiver and making Bridges over Salmon River
and Country Harbour."'

During the next few years work was continued on the road,
£200 being voged towards "compleating the new hoad and Causeways
from St. Mary's liiver to Musquodoboit"™ and 150 "towsrds com-
pleating the Main Foad from Guysborough to the &ust River ofm
St. Mary's" in the year lBOévahile, with the opening u; of a
road from Gays River to #usquodoboit in 1807 and a ifurther grant
of £3.0 "for the road from Gays Hiver through the settlements
on Musquodob it Kiver to Last River of ot, Mary's," it may be
said that certain _rogress had been made.3

In 1810 this road could, however, have been but little more
than = trail and it was impossible for the Grand Jury "to confbbl

to the letier of the w-aw, by viewing the work done" from the

iets of 4assembly. Cap. 5. July £7th. 1803

¥ Ibid., Cap. 1. Jan. 17th. 1805

*Ibid. Cap. }. Jan. 23rd. . 1807
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local situation of the road but, from the informstion they h&é‘
received it appeared that Alexander “enry, who had been appointed
as a commissioner for this road, had expended the money voted
judiciously within the County of Halifax,

The maintenance snd repair of this rosad was 21so a pro-
blem and in the terrific g:les which swept this portion of the
province in the years 1811 and 1813 serious damage wa: done, the
road being "completely choaked up and Obstructed"™ and all comm-
unication between "Guysborough and Salmon River on thiat read®

reniered impracticable.

Several years later it was shown that while the road from
Cuysborough to Halifax, by way of St. *ary's and Musquédoboit;;:
was of great use to th se settlements, "being the only direct?
- Road towards :dalifax and to both & most necessary and direct
communication with each other and with the more Lastern parts %
of the province®™ as by this route the distance to Halifax from
Guy sborough was forty miles shorter than by going vi: «ntigonishe
yet ®a great part of the Road, particulerly from St. Haryts to
Musquedoboit, is yet in a very indifferent state of repair and,
the bridges over the sast Sranch of 5t. #ary's having beoen carr-
ied away Zast Vinter, is & very serious obstruction to Travellers
snd a great inconvenience to the neighboring settlements."'

Settlement did not lollow diong this road, dcspite‘aid and
subsidies from the Yovernuent, and without settlement the road
could not be mointained.

Today only portions oi this road remain, through settled dis-
tricts as local or county roads from, probably ilderbank to

Assembly Papers. Petition. 1&18
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Dean, in Halifax County, and from Middle “aledonia, through liel-
rose, to Country Hdarbour Cross hoads, to Ogden and on to meet

the main road from Monestry to Canso.

Thne FRoad from Caledonis To Pictou
In the year 1811 the sum of £50 was voted to open a road from
the head of the Bast Hiver in Pictou to the Vest Branch of St.

Mary's liver, a road that exists today as a County Road.
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11. The Bastern v“hore Rozd,

Although a2 continuous road was not established between
Dartmouth and Sherbrooke, in Guysborough, for many yesrs, with
the opeing up of the hamlets =zlong this shore reads became

necessary foff the convenience of the early settlers and a series
%

of roads, or paths, were opened up that either followed along
sh-re to Dartmouth, where communicati n hsd been maint:ined

by & ferry established in the year 1752 with Halifax, or struck
inland to meet other roads leading to fHalifax. +«hile most bf
these rosds e ist tod=y only as loczl or county highw:ys parts
of them no doubt follow the coursc of the mein trunk highway

used today in pas:ing along the “outh Eastern Shore,

The Road from Dartmouth to Musquodoboit ngbour

The first part of this road to be opened was th t lesding to
Cole Harbour. In 1765 Benjamin Green Jr., snd others obtained
2000 =cres of land at Lawrencetown on condition thzt they "open
a Road of 4 Rodds wide from Cole Harbour to Dartmouth"” which
gresﬁmably was done although soon after the settlement was broken
up by the withdrawzl of military irotection.‘

Prior to the year 1800 the path seems to have béen extended
from the head of Cole Harbour and in 1800 the sum of £50 was
voted for its repair while, in 1802, a further sum was granted.‘

'Council Minutes. Ja. 30th. 1765

% icts of Assembly. Cap, 17. 1800
Tbid. Cap. 9. 1802



In 18025 another allotment of B0 was proposed for the ;9&\
from the Mouth of Mus uodoboit iiver, by way of Chizencuoé, to
the Narrows at Porter's Lake while in the next yeur £85 wes pro-
posed "to improve the Road from the forked liver to the vcettlie-
nents at “awrencetown.“'

In 1807, £30 was voted for the road from Chezencook to
Preston and, in 1809, 100 was alloted for the road from the
Lower Part of Musquodoboit, by Porter's Lake, to Salmon ~iver
in Preston thus opening up in scme measure the shore roﬁte from
Musquodoboit H o rbour to uurtmouthq'

The road from Chezencook to Musquodcbolt “zrbour and then
inland up the Hiver to Gibralter, :lderbsnk and the Musquodoboit
Settlement was a useful communication. In 1803 the need for a
road from the luke to head of the tide had been shown and money

ranted for that purpose but ten years later it was declared
that "a Share and an ahple chare of the publick money" was
necessary for this road as it wus encumbered with rocks and
stumps and, "being & very publick and usefull Hoad to zo teo
the Lastward" further whrk was necessary to make it passable."5

The people of Musquodoboit, with poor ro:ds fregquently so
impassable that they could not send their produce to market,
laboured under a serious handicap and, in =n effort to secure
a passage to the sea for the transportation of theilr heavy comm-
odities which was impossible of being done by land, they declared
two years later thot if the rosd from the lake to Musquodoboit

' iets. Of Assembly. Cap H, 1803. Cap. 1. 1805.

Y1bid. Cap. 1807. Cap 1. 1808,
3 Assembly Papers. Pretition. Feb. 17t . 1813
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Harbour were completed and money granted "to blow up the Rocks
in the falls so as to procure a passage for boats znd rafts of
timber of a2 Considerzble size ... the produce of zn Extensive
Country might with e:.se be got to Market.n"

Little or nothing sesms to have been done in the way of
improvement and in 1816 it wes declared that:

"the road from Chezencook, leading to Gibralter on the

Husquodoboit River, which was opened about 8 years ago

in the Fall 1is now impossable™ and that aid was necessgry

to complete the <woad from thence "to join the St. Hdary's

Rosd to %anchester which your memopislists humbly presume

will be found to be the obly road that the legislature

could be plezsed to establish for this and Lastern part

of the Province.

That the Road from the kake to the Balt water is im-
passable in the Summer ~ason and conseguently prevents our
sending zny kind of Produce to market vhich to the cettle-
mont in general proves materially injurious" but th:-t

if & gr.nt were made they were "of the opinion that they
would thereby be enzbled tc make it passcble for sledges
and carts so that, instead of carrying on their shoulders

through a very bad Hozd, they would be en:tbled to draw their
sroduce to the darbour by vVzen.m'

';lthough an appropriation was m de -by the “ssembly it was
stated in the next yeazar that while the improvement thus m:de had
proved to be beneficial, 2 bridge was still needed fhile from
Gibralter to the Ot. sary's ihoad, a distance of 13 miles, was
"very bad road indeed."

In the year 181% - new road was propos=d from Durtmouth to
sawrencetown which would considerably shorton the old road and
z1lso provide the settlers of that district and Lower Chezencook
P+ith a cart road to convey the produce of their ‘arms to market,®
the lack of of which had caused them great discouragement as
their soily was especislly good for earl; vegetables which would

% :
enable them to supply the Hglifax Market,
Lnssemoly Papers, retition. Jeb. 14th. 1816

Ibid. Petition. Miles McInnes., 1817
Ibid. Petition. eb. 9th. 1819
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The Ro=d from Sheet Harbour to Musgquedoboit

Although no shore road existed b tween Musquedoboit lHar-
bour and Sheet Harbour until 1861 & road was first cut in the
year 1786 twelve feet vide from Cheet darbour to dusquedoboit
whereby the settlers of Pope's Harbour, Sheet iarbour snd Beaver
Harbour could pass inland to Musquedoboit and so on to Halifax‘,

In 1797 a petition had been recégved from the inhabitants
of Sheet Harbour, interesting in thet it shows not only the
necegsity of land communication but z2lso the decline of the shore
fisheries, The petitioners declared that they had formed their

settleoment in the year 1783 and:

"from thet time they struggled hard to meke & living.

They at first unfortunately got comnected in the {ishery
and building vessels and neglected their fepms - for some
years past they have found out their error and, ever since,
nave stuck solely toc farming - but, when they g:ve u. the
the fishing they also gave up their Vessels and have not,
at this time, one Vessel belonging to the h:rbour - con-

s2 uently they have no communicsation vith Halifsx and their
only recourse must be thro{ the Vioods. They, by private
subsetibtion some ye:rs asgo, cut a oot path to Musqua-
doboit (about Thirty Miles) and have been improving it
every year since by Statute labour yet they find it in-
adequate to Carriage, to March their Militia or, in case
of necessity, to retreat themselves to the Capital and,

as they have n ver Xfroubled or received one ~hilling

from Government or‘this Honourable House, they st this
alarming crisis," petition the Assembly for aid.

Despite thelr plea, however, the petition was de:er:ed.‘
Although “:b was granted in 1807 for the road from Sheet

Harbour to Musquodoboit, the settlements to the sastward along

the shore had no coumunication with Holifax except by'sea. The

\ \ssembly Popers, Petition. June 13th, 1803
Yibid. Petion., June 4th. 1797.
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settlement that had formed =bout the head of St., Mary's liver
from the encouragement given by the Assembly in 1803, "in
one of the most interior parts of the province," was without
- !
communication with the Guysborough Road while in & petition fpom
the inhabitants of the sea coast from Beaver Harbour to Mary
Joseph, received in the year 1810, it w.s shown that they had:
"no open Hoad to the Capital at yresent vhereby they can
Travel or bring their Cattie to market, :t present only
by water which 1s both precarious and uncertain. From the
Centre of our Settlement to the rcad leading from Sheet
Harbour to the Mzuin Road to Halifax, by Musquodobeoit,
where s:id Road commences and, from the Scattered situation
of our settlements, we are unable by the -Stature “zbour

to meke a ;racticable road for many years without some aid
from Government.,"?

This Road from Sheet Harbour inland to Musquodobolt was the
only means of communication with Halilax possessed by the Shore
inhabitants of this district except by sea and, in 1819., it
was showvn that although the road had been opened nesrly 25 years
and had been used in times past by the people:

"for Travelling with Horses and taking C.ttle {rom

Sheet Harbour to Market. But, since the g:les of 1811

and 1813 the woods are so much Blown dow: that it is di-

fficult for & foot traveliler to pass in Safety. Many

erews of Shipwrecked vessels, which frequently h:ppen on
this coast in the Uinter Seauson, have found their “ay by
means of this Upen communication to Musquedobott and from
thence to Halifax, B2ut, since the above mentioned time,
they have to hire guides to conduct them through the woods

a distance of 25 miles,"3 '
which was not only inconvenient but 2 sericus bbstacle to the
growth of these shor: settlementss,

Although, by the year 1820, the Sheet darbour Road had
been extended through Musqudobolt to Upper Sewack and then on to
meet the Cobliquid Hoad it was still in very bad repair and further
sums were necessary for its improvement.

1
1} Assembly _apers. Petitions: Dec. 5th. /09: Fe i
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The Road from S5t. Mary's to Antigonishe

In 1808 the need of a road from Stop,er Point, on S5t, Mary!
River, to join the Guysborough Road st the bridge over St. dary (s
Hiver was shown while in the next year the difficulties that
faced the settlers on the upper reaches of 5t, “ary's Hiver from
the want of & road to the head of the tide so that they could
ship their peoduce to market veos mevealed and £100 voted by the
hAssembly to open & road from the Lske, near Melroseg, to the
head of the tide, near Cherbrooke.

In the year 1807 the task of making a direct road from
the bridge at the -ast oranch of St. Msry's Hiver, on the Guys-
booough Road, overl:nd to intigonishe was undertaken and £40
granted by the ~ssembly toopen this road while two years later
apnother allotment of <400 was ganted for the same purposes

The zmount granted to make thils roac, the main highway
used today from Melrose to ‘ntigonishe was, however, insufficiet
and in 1815, in = long adcress that adequ:tely describes this
road, it was shown that:

Pthe great distance by land from every part of the County

of Sydney to Halifax and the Navigation from the gre ter

part of it being generally shut up for five months in the
¥inter, prevents the Inhabitants eithe2 from sup lying

the markets with any part of thelr produce duricg that

Season or of receiving any necessary supply of Merchandize
in return.

That a good Road from Dorchester to the Tidewater &t
Saint Mary's River would be of the greatest utility to
this part of the Province by opening = ready communication
across the country to vhere the navigation 1s practicable
at any Scason of the year and affording the Innhabitants
of the nxtensive and rapidly increasing settlements on
the different branches of the intigonishe River and its
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vicinitys, an oppertunity of sending their produce to
market in ¥inter or at any Season of the yesr and of re-
ceiving their necessary supplies of merchandize in return.

That the said communication would ensble the inhabitants
to drive their stall fed cattle in the Winter Season or
early in Spring scross and, the run by water being so short,
to send them either zslive or Slesughtercd and in usrters
or otherwise and also pork, poultry, etc., o the great
and mutuzl beneflit of these settlements and the Halifax
Markets.

That the new Roed from 8t. Mary's River to Antigonishe
is generally as good a tract for a [Road as any of the
Province ans the distance from the Indian Gardens to the
Upper Bridge on the Bast Branch of 3t. Mary's is about
25 miles and {rom that to the head of the Tide on 5t.
Mary's is 1. miles ... 20 miles of the distance are al-
ready levelled snd Seven miles of the remaineder the road
is on the edge of the Lakes which will afford .t present
a good Winter hoad. 4+ the remeining Ten miles was made
passable for sled carrizges, 2 good communication would
be opened up for conveying produc=, etc., across in
Winter.

That, in =ddition to the land c:rriage, the Lakes and

aters of 5t. Mary's Rlver «fford 2 good water communic-
ation in Summer for light Boats and Uanoes for upwards
of 24 miles, the Road being for the greater part of that
distance close to the uoter,

That your petitioners conceive the comnunication hy St.
Mary's River to Halifax, for a Vinter conveyance, to be
much preferable to any other and, at the same time that
it opens a good opportunity for the Inhabitants of .nti-
gonishe River Scttlements to send their producB to Market
in ¥Winter, it, it also furnishes the Inhsbitan's on Saint
Hary's Biver with & direct communication to Dorchester =nd
and there with the Main “ocsd leading from Maznchester throul
borchester, Merigomish, Pictou and Truro to dalifask and
would be the means of making Dopchester Vill:age the most
fonvenient centre to the whele County of Sycney."!

Altnough, as it was shown, the villsge of Uorchester might become

business centre, the settlement =t Sherbrooke was also very/\\v
situated for shipping and as & port for this entire liorth Eastern
section of the province. Although connected by roads with Pictou

\ iAssembly Pspers. Petition, Keceived Feb. 24th. 1815



lee

énd Truro, the settlements around intigonishe were faced with
elther the task of sending their produce by wery bad roads over-

land via. Plectou to uLalifax or of shipping them around the coast,

also an uncertain undertaking, especially during the Winter month:
f the year and, by the ye:r 1811, it was said of Sherbrocke

that it waz the only villoge of the district wgre mercantile
budiness was done " znd merchandize excghanged for Timber, Sawed

Lumber znd other produce and, as the distance from Hzlifax or

any other market for produce caudes all communication in that

way to be carried on by Sea" the need for goéd roads of comm-

I
unieation with he other settlements was essential.

“rom Melrose another road which exists today as a County
Hoad extended overland toc New Glasgow passing through ispen,
llewtown, ~den Lake and on to the ~ast Sranch ol Plctou River.
This road wa;Lpened up in the year 1807 and £60 granted as an
aid "in meking & voad from, Or near, the Settlements on the
East PBranch of St, Mary's ilver to the East Branch of Poictou
River"® the petitioners for the road sgreeing "to make the same
fairly practic:ble by their own exertions."™ In the year 1809

a further grant of 850 was given for this road.

'&3sembly rapers, £ tition. sarch 4th. 1811,
Viets of “ssembly. Cap, 1. 1808. Cap. 1. 1809



The Hoad from Country izrbour to .antigonishe

dnother ®oad that existed from the South Esstern Jhore
through the peéin:uls was the road from Country &arbour,

In 1786 it was shesn that the inhabitants cf the County
laboured under grea; difficulties from the =want of "Fublick
High Hoads within the County of Sydney communicating with the
County Town snd belng mostly poor labouring men® they could not
meke them -mtirely =t their own expense,! Altuaugn 2£:50 was at
first comsidered only . 20U wus granted to open & road "between
the Town of *“anchester and Counﬁry darbour,™ & distance o abaug%
£4 miles, "and between sald town and /ntigonishe," s distance 'g
of sbout 36 miles.” . | "5

slthough later a dircet road was made between Hanchester
and ‘ntigonishe (1801) it would scem that communication between |
this section of the Shore was via Country Harbour overland to
tntigonishe although when the road from 5%, &ary's wasopened
up ove lsnd in 1806 that route spparently b came the most ra
travelled one and in 1817 it was shown th:t there was "no éigd
of sny description leading 'rom the Seabosrd into the country,
and extent ol upwards of fifty miles from Sheet Harbour to

: 3 i ” . 3
Country Harbour®™ except that leading from St. Baryts River.

' hets of Assemblip. Ca.. 8. July llth, 1786
¥ siszembly Journals. Junc 18th, 1786
S Asse bly Papers., Petition of David Archibuald, Feb, 1ith. 1817

g



12. The Road from Haslifax to Yarmocuth, via the South Shore

The road along ﬁhe South Vestern shore of Nova Scotia
" from Hali ex to Yarmouth was first seriocusly undertaken in the
year 1785 wnen an allotment was made by the ALsscembly "for the
purpose of Opening up Hoads from Helifex to Shelburne end from
thence to Yarmouth.". Heretofore the coastal settlements, though
scattered, had essy access to one another and the ecapitzl at
Halifax by ses but, with the coming of the Loy:lists and the

phencmenal growth of the town of Shelburne, communication by

land bucame essential.

A road frdm Halifax to Lunenburg had beecn suggested many

years before and during the Summer of the year 1758 presunsﬁ@y
soge £50 worth of labour was expended in an sttempt to blaaqﬁi
a path from Chester to Halifax but in the ycars following ng?
further attempt was made and, from the diary of Simeon Perhiﬁﬁ
it 1s apparent that all communication between Liverpool an&? s
Helifax and Liverpool and Xarmouth continued to be by sea.

In 1762 one William Spry had asked for a grant of 1000
acres of land at the head of the North ‘est .irm as he had made
"a Road back at Some expence"‘;nd fifteen years later a petition
was received from the inhabitants of Spryfield showing that they
had "opcned a Road from the North Vest Arm to the foot of the

Long Lake ... so that carriages now go from Sprylfield to that

Assembly Journals., Dec. £3rd. 1785
*Council Minutes. Dece 16th. 1769: J:=n. SOth. 1771
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place™ and desiring that the rcad should be extended to Pros-
pect..

In the next yeur the South Thore route was definitely un-
dertaken =and £500 gronted by the Asgembly for "Opcming and
Making a foad from Halifax to Lunenburg," {250 "for Opening and
Making a Road from Lunenburg to Liverpool," #500 "for Opening
and Making a Road from Liverpool to Shelburne®" and ££250 "for
Opening and Making a Road from Shelburne to Yarmouth." In the
made yser =iso there was paid the sum of £26 "foroopening = Rozd
to the St. Margaret's Bay.m"

The sums granted, though comparatively large, could have
been little more then suf icient to biaze a trall over the
proposed route while no provision seems to have been made for
bridges. In the next year a further sum of 2.0 was granted "for
Opening a Road from the Town of barrington to the Town of 3Shel-
burne" while in the next year, 1787, 1350 was alloted for the
road {rom Liverpool to Snelburne.5 |

The projected new roads seems to heve aroused little or
no interest tc the settlers along the shore =znd even a certazin
antipathy is to be observed amongst the inhabit nts of the older
settled distrigts, such as Liverpool, in being forced to leave
thelr maritime interests to help cre-te land communications and

in November, 1787, Simeon rerkins teils of the follwong episode:

' PedAuBeB3s Vol, 301, Doc, #58. Nov. 1lth. 1788

»ehcts of Assembly. Cap. 8. July llth. 1786.
HeBes Gazette & Veekly Chronicle. April Sthe. 1784. Contrasect
offered for road from the Horth vest :rm to Spryfield "and to
complete that alrecdy begun from Spryfield to Harrietsfield.”
Warrant to Daneil Lail., OSept. lst. 1785 i

® rssembly Journals. July 8th. 1786: Dec. 6th. 1787
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"this evening Lodowick Smith and =phraim Hunt Called on

me znd Acquainted me that one Matthew VYallace, a Shoe-

maker that works with James Park at Port Metway, this day

made violent resistsnce :zgainst Mr. Hunt when he =ttempted
to take him by a Caplas for his fine on the Highways

by standing with a shoe Knive in his hand and that he

threatened to Cut Lodowick's herd of with the Knife and

had threatened him, a3 he uderstands, several times, he
therefore made oath that he 1s fear that the 3d. Matthew
wallace will take his life or do him some Bodily Harm

or burn his House on which I issued 2 warrant to Apprehend

nim.m!

During the next decede little seems to have been dore to im-
prove the Couth Shore route znd even in the large roasd approp-
riations for 1799 and 1800 but a small amount was granted for
this road.” In the year 1790 Bishop Charles Inglis made & journey
to “helburne from Halifax, by water, remarking that "it appe:rs
that Brrrington is £2 miles from Shelburne but no road for a
horse; from Barrington to . rgyle 2Z miles but no road; from
irgyle to Yarmouth is 10 miles and a tolerable horse road,"
Travelling by land, however, appears to have been inirequent,
especially in this part of theprovince where shipping was so
numerous,

In the year 1801, however, further grants were made, £50
being alloted for the road "from the Hine lile hiver to St.
Margaret's Bay, by Hammond Plainsi;®™ {850 "for the road from the
head of the North Vest Arm to 5t. Margaret's ‘ay;" 220 "for the
road from Liverpool to the bounds of Shelburne;" £200 "foroOpen-
ing and repsiring the Road from Liverpcol to the bounds of Lunen-
burg Count;" £50 "for the road from LaHave River to Petit Hiverg?
£75 "for the road from LaHave rniver to Lunenburg;" 200 "to con-
tinue the main Road of Lunenburg to the lew Road from Liverpool
to Hictaux;" £1b0U for the road from Shelburne to the bounds of

‘Diary of Simeon Perkins. Vol. &. March 3rd., 1787

Acts of ussembly. Cape 18. July 16th, 1801
3Journal : ‘ishop Cheorles Inglis. July £8th. 1790
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Queen's County" and 100 "for Opening a HRozd from the the head
of Pubnico River to the fhelburne Road in the Township of
Barrington.®

In the year 180& cther grants were made for repzirs to
the road and erecting necessary bridges which included £100
"for Compleating the Roasd from Shelburne to the Boundary of
Queens County;" 75 "to Cut the remaining part of the Road from
Liverpocl towards cShelburne and meking bridges on said Hoad;"
£70 for erecting a bridge at Port Metway Mand Opening road from
said bridge to bounds of Lunenburg County"™ and £50 "to continue
the road from Bounds of Jueens County to the Town Plot of Petit
Riviere."

In this same year it was reported that the road between
Shelburnes ;nd-Y&rmouth was in sufiicient repair "so that a per-
son may travel the whole way on Horseback with Comfort and bLase®
but that a further sum was necessary "to finish cutting the
ditches, covering the Pol:s over the Swamps, etc., and to make
thie Road and Dridges really good and permanent.n?

From Chester to Lunenburg the roadway was in poor repair
and the unlortunate inhabitants were fuced with the zlternative
of either éailing iifteen miles by sea or going thirty miles
by lénd over a "Road in many places very bad which induces

eople often to risk their lives on the Vater in Stormy leather
.rather than travel so far on So bad Roads. * It was stated also
that the roads in Jueen's _ounty were "in a very rough state
and the inhabitants of the diflerent settlements ... put to much
inconvenience for want of betier Hoads and Bfidges."a

} Assembly Papers. Report of Road Commissioners. March lst. 1802

L Ibid. Memorial of Thomas Thompson & Others. June 15th. 1808
$Ibid., Petiton iform Jueen's County 1803



In the following years further sums were appropriated:. . for
ne revair and improvement cf this road but not until 1809 was
the task undertaken of opening up & road along the shore from
Chester to dalifax.

In the year 176C Micuael ifranckly had written to Lunen-
burg that "the People of Chester have and will Compleat their
Road to Falmouth, by which means you will have immediately a
communication by land with Halifax, zltho'! a little round about.
In future we will think of continuing it from Chester to Hali-
fax." HNot however until January 1609 was the project carried
throuzh and 2200 granted "to Open z Road from Chester to the
Head of Bt. Margzret's Bay and thence tc repair the Road from
the head of said Bay to Hammond Plzins, for the purposecof
opening = direct communication from the Capital by Land to the
County of Lunenburﬂ."‘ Little, however, could have been done in
this year s therc remailned a balance of 2180 from this amount
at the Thirty First of Uctober,1809.%

Three yzars later a petition was received [rom the inhab-
ite ts settled =zlong the Hammond Plains road which was to lead
into the new Halifax to Chester road showing thaot:

fwhen the setitlement was originally Tormed the lands

ware chiceflly clezred al tae expence of proprietors

who werg themselves absentees and shortly after

let their Farms to Temnunts; that the setllement, in

consequence, has until of late years gone much to

decay, That the sald original proprietors have in
Genersl ©old their Sd. arms to your petitioners who
are farmers by occupa lon and the setilement is, in
consequence, greatly imuroving ... but the road leading
through the settlement, and lost year (1811) continued at
the expence of the Leneral Assembly to Saint #:.rgaret's
Bay, has been suffered to go to such disrepare and the
principal bridge 1s in such decay as to be almost im-

passable."?




Although the road may be szid to have been openad fr i
Halifaex to Chester 4t would seem thut the usual route con
to be via vindsor and then overland to Holifax until a 1 ter
date.

' Council Minutes, Ja. 14th. 1809 _
t isgembly Papers. Peport on Hosd Sxpenditures., 1809
3 Rutition of Hobert Thompson. Feh, 20th, 1812,
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The boad from Yindsor to Chester

The problem of avoiding the long and dangerous voy:.ge
around the Bay of ‘undy and Cape Szble to Halifax was a serious
one and in an attempt to overcome it a road was projected across
the peninsula from Chester to Windsor in the year 1766€.

although work wzs hegun in that year from Chester inland
it was many years before the road was made pgssable.‘

In 1781 Christopher Jesten was paid $16,19.6 for Opening
the Chester Road while in the same year the Council that & fup-
ther sum of £10U to complete the opening of this road} In the
In the Spring of the year 1784 it was advised that the revenue
arising from the roud tax be laid out "in Opening and Hepairing
the hHoad leadimg from Chester to Windsor" while in the next year
another gr.nt of £200 was made "for Opening and repairing the
road from Hau%hten's Mill in Chester to the ‘orks of Windsor
River" which, together with a gront of 275 made in 1787 =nd £250

made in the year 1880 should have brought this overland trail

w
-

IS
into some condition of repair.

It was a road, however, that passed through a wild and
difficult part of the province and although it was the only
sassable land communication between the settlements along the
shore to the southward ofigChester and h:lifax it remained in
a very poor condition.

;Fnland Le"ter Book. Vol, 136. Sept. 9th. 1766
.ssembly Journals. June loth, 178l; July 4th, 1781
4Inland Lettier Book. June 3lst. 1784

ghssembly Journals. Dec, 26th., 1785. Dec, 6th, 1787
Lets of assembly. Cap. 18 July loth, 1801
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In the early Spring of the year 1795 Nr. Lloyd, the
missionary for Chester and the district round sbout set cut
for Vindsor with two guides who "went with him as far as a
horse ... was able to travel aznd when they had proceeded about
% miles they were obliged to part.,® Later in the day an alarm
was given anl & sesrch psfty‘sent out which searched all night
with candles to show them the way, finally finding the frozen
body a2t sunrise, {ifteen miles from Chester. e can get some
idez of the badness of the roads from this melencholy accident
for azlthough the people of Chester had tried to prevent him from
taking the Jjourney, "describing the length as well as the ex-
treme badness of the Hoads,® he persisted iﬂ his attempt to muke
t.e overland journcy to windsor with fatdl results,’

One of the Iirst homesteads o_ened up along this road Was
that of Robert King who, in the yesr 1807, recelved a gront of
230 from the fund crested for the purpgse-or encourageing settlers
slong the new roads, and vho o.ened an Inn "suitable for such
Travéllers as who might psss that way," including the Justices
vho had to take this road in their circuit to Lunenburg twice
a year.‘

The road, though of grest ,.ublic utiiity, was still in a
very rough state =t that tims, urther small sums of money were
granted for its repsir and although, in the year 1809, zn attempt
was made to complete the South Shore road between Chester and
Halifax the overland route was stlll = convenlent means of
communication.3

In 1812 a plea for the continuation snd improvement of
' s, bhoicl Rnel, rodk /795

asse@bly P "ers., +fetition. Hov. 18th., 1806.
31bid, Hoad Allotments greed to Ja. l4th, 1809
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this road was made and it was shown that:

Pthe Inhabitants of Chester, Chester Hoad, Windsor and 3
Falmouth reqguest ol the Countys of Lunenburg and Hants «e %
to represant that ... slnce the opening of the road from
' -orgr to Vindsor the iuh:bitznts of Chester end Lunen-
nurg ave ruiaku more cattie then formerly which they

can d'-'o,, ol to the fsrmers in Viandsor, Falmouth and
Horton, who heve bund'p ¢ of after grass, itazy and other
srovender to fe:d and fatten tJam -or contract beef for
the irmy and ?ayy gnd lor the Hulif:x market., +‘hat were
that Road made passable for varts, fish could be sent fsom
Chester and Lunenburyg tc the Interior Country, to the bene-
it snd sccomouation of the setilers and consumers of

that article., That shipments of hoeses, fish, butter and
lumber for the west India merket could be made at Chester
and Lunenburz, irom whence ships could proceed by quicker
passages and withouf the delsy eand risque that is usual
for vessels to experience In coming domn the Bay of Fundy.
Thot some setllements ape prosperously making on that

road and, were it all the way as passable as it is near
Chagter, many more such like settlemels might be expected.

o-\

That the whole Distance [{rom about ten miles out of
Chester to ¥illism Long's, ncar VUindsor, is only nineteen
miles, and, if thal was compleated so as to admit of carts
to pess, there would be an aduaitionel pubilc advantzge of
an intercourse and traffic in stoek, [ish and other article
with the County of H:nts and King's, in exchenge for bread
and corn md z2lso thet of clearing the whole Hoad from
Chester to Windsor, peopled with useful Inhabitants ace-
ustomed to the hard lebour of clearing and improving wood
lands -~ distaut from Rich productive M.rshes - and to hew
timber and make steve, shingles znd Clapbuards for sale.

in estimate was given of the cost to make this rozd passable for
carts, the first four miles [rom VWilliam Long's, out of Chester,
being estimated at £10 2 mile, the next eight miles a2t 20 = mile
and the next seven miles, to the Chester Line, st £285 a mile.'
Although further sums of money vere granted for its repair
and 30 much hard lzsbour expended on the roadtthat the men who
were working under the Contractdr, John Hutchinsoy in the year
1816 “generally wrought from Fourtcen to Sixteen hours - day ad
sometimes more and some of them left him as they could not stand

h%SGJbly Papers. Petitions. Feb., 7t .. 1816. Feb. 10th. 18186
YIbid. <emorial. Jan. 1l4th. 1812
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the lsbour in the maenner that he wrought himself" et the

road still remained in poor ccndition and in 1820 was "in such
a State &3 calls Loudly for sepalr® and it was claimed that
£300 was necessary to mske it g&iShblE.‘

A Tith the copening of the ro d along the -hor: betweem Chest-
er apnd Halifsx -nd the neeessity of msking the long and circuit-
ous Journey vi: "indsor Lo Halifsx being removed the importance
of the road diminished, traveliers and produce being transported
by & regulsr express service slong the more improved road between
Halifax and "indsor.

Tols road still remains, houwever, today as a main high-

way between Vindsor =nd Chester,

! Assembly Popers. Petition of John Evans. March 1st. 1820



The Rosd from Shelburne to Annapolis,

Soon zfter the form:ztion of the Loyalis town of ‘hel®
burne the project was undertaken of making & direct overland

ppute to fmnapolls, therc being no roads opened up around the

Western Shore towards Yarmouth =t that date., Although it has
been stated on cne authority that "in 1787 =« new rosd to connect
b
the old Capital was commenced" it would seem th:it the road was
at least begun in the Spring of 1Z§§f under the enthusiastic
guidance of HEdward Vinslow.” The actual work seemssto have been
in chuarge of @ Captidin Pell vho had completed the line for the
road by the end of June and started out on the Fourth of July
with 20 men "effectually to cut snd secompolish said Ro:ud,.®
In October it vas reported that
*"The Enterprise and utxertions of the inhabitants of
Shelburne Ehuiblﬁ; the streongest procfs that perser-
verasnce and industry vhen Judicicusly applied will rise
superior to every difficulty end discouragem-nt snd per-
haps in no part of imerica is therc an instance of cuting
a vroad through an almost igpassable forest nearly the
distance of 80 miles in -5 short & time snd at so small
a cost as Captain Pell and his party have effected the
Rozd to Annapolis end rendered it passsble for Cattle.®™
It was stated that another £100 bas needed and that the Governor
in order to arcuse intersest had permitted that "each person shall
N —— = - % i
receive Upon thet Road B0 acres of land for every 20/ he may
subscribe to be drawn for by auction® while in December the sum
L2 s
of £800 was offered in premiums to those "settling on the road
'History of Amnapolis County. Savary. p. 170
t¥Winslow Papers. HNov. 290th. 1783 N¢
3{ .ssembly Journsls oLec 26th. 1785

N.3. Gazette &Weekly Chromicle. July 5th. /85;
Ibid, Cect, 25th, 1785



lately cut from Shelburne to fnnapolis®™ while in the next yeap %

z further sum o7 £500 w&s alloted by the =ssembly "for compleatss

the road lately Opened betwesen /nnapolis Royal and Shelburne,"'
together with =z further grent of 276 in 1787 for the same pur-
D0OS@.
The road, hovever, could have been little more than a blas-
ed troil end in 1780 it was still un inished, it being shown
in that year by the &esgistrates of Thelburne that further sums
were necessary to complete the road "lately Opened to ﬁnmapoli;
Hoyale™® o
Settlement (id pot lollow g&long the trail snd with the de-
cline of Shelburne ithe ro d ssems to have disuppesred. In
Cabotia, s series ol meps published in 1814, a cotted line shows
an old path between ﬂh;iburne nd }nnafolis, cclied Pell's Hoad,
but =t that date an impassable tract covered with the growth of

young trees znd todey no trece of this rcad exists,’

'iets ol Assembly. Cap. 8, July 1llth. 1786
*Assembly Journsls. Harch 9th. 1790
d¥inslow Papers. . £47. Footnote,
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The Road from Liverpool to Niectaux

4 plan to open an overland route from Liverpool to Eictaux

nd then up the #nnepolis Valley to Cornwallis was made in the

Autumn of 1796, it being proposcd that 110 be raised in Liver-
pool and £110 in Cornwellis, making £820 which was supposed to
be sufficient to clear a psth through the mouds.'

Nothitng further was done howewer, ntil the Spring of 1798
vhen one Hathanlel Parker went through the vwoods to.lLivergpgool
in an attempt to ralse sup ort for the undertaking but the prine
cipal inhzbitants of that town vwere engated at Court and ®he
vent esway without anything being said on the businesu."m'However,
:iOO seems to heve been collected by "some gentlemen of Nictaux®
and work begun, from the fnnapolils side;smhile in the next year
the assembly gronted £850 "for fu-ther opening the Boad between
Nietaux and _iverpool"™ and in 1800 [150 "for making bridges and
Causecvays on the road from Nictaux to Liverpcol.®

Parther grants continued té'b& made {or its repair although
gsome commotion was raised in the year 1806 by Foster Woodbury,
the road commissioner, speuding more money thin was varranted,
gétijgg extravagant wage  and having made many improper chargesh
while by 1814 it was apparent thet those in charge of the road
allotments had taken furthor liberty in its construction, laying
the road through birrens, naturally the easiest course, and it
vas declored that "the money so lald out on the barrens is lost
Dizry of Jimecn Perkins, Dec. 7th. 1798; p. 1327, Vol. §
Ibid., March l4th, 1798, p. 1415, Vol. 5.

Assembly Papers. Petiton iathaniel Parker. Nov. 2¢nd. 1809
Acts of Assembly . Cape. 12, 1799, Ca . 17. 1800
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to the public®™ and that further sums were necessary and that
more money should be granted in corder to alter the road and take
it through the best land fit for cultivation snd settlemont.t

The gettlers vho hat taken up thelr homes through thils
district were som whit unfortun:ztely situsted, being placed the
two counties of Annapolls and ueen's and in a petition from
"Brookfield in the "ilderness of Hova Scotia®™ received by the
Assembly during the year 1813, 1t was shown that these seftlers
had;

"for a number of years Suf ered gre:tly for want of

of Roads and benelit of Fishery, with many other Public
Privileges, Patiently waiting, hoping the ,ueen's County
would have aforded us some assistionce but being wearied
with applications for Respite from those sufferings, are
not able to determine whether we are Heglected through
Ignorance or Gain for repeated addresses have been made
to that Court but no Reddress and, from their former
Conduct towards us, Plainly declare the Concern and Pub-
lie Spirit t ey ;ro-=°“ to Vard this Infent Settlement.
F the d m=a #¢ sustsin for want of the Privilege of
our Fishery, One hundred pounds at le: st yearly; the
want of roads not sscertained, the loss of Bounty's for =
graln the uscless manner in which Monies have been ex-
pended, all of which ‘ri:’“ from our present Situstion and
will continue so until we 1lsced in somz other situatn
ion.

The country's growth c.nnot be expected to be of any
use to our g;vernment unless these difficulties are re-
moved, for Jueen's County does not aiford men capabl  1in
Husb ndry to incroase the Countyy, as their Tallents chell
cheifly lie in and consistof a Mercantile #“ature, the gain
not being so considerable, Agriculture is not Improved
by them, therefore your petitioners remoteness is the
cause of thier neglect,® »

further sums were voted for this roed end settlement followed
giong its course. /‘lthough the roszd does not exist today as 1§
was originally l:id out, parts of it have been t ken into the
mein road used today between Liverpool and innafolis.

| issembly Pzpers. letition of James Eager. ieb. iind. 1814
*Ibid. Memorial. leb. £3rd. 1813



The Road from Lunenburg to Nictaux

Although the project ofopening roads of communicatia@é%
zeross the peninsuls was Wesirebb@e from the point of escaﬁ&gg
the dangerous voy:ge around thevahora, the desire for land wgz
slso a motive, ¥ith settlements fringing the coast, the many
acres lying within the interior of the province were useleség%a~
less Opened wp by roads for the convenilence of new settlerss |
In 1773 one Elias "heelock had spemll 8¢ days exploring the
wilderness lands between . nnapolis County and the Counties of
Hzlifax and Lunenburg, "assisted by four men,"™ apparently on a
speculative journey of discovery =nd at his own expenue'but not
until 1801 was the task ofopening a road from Lunenburgz to Ann-
apolis undert ken and 1in that year £230 votod to continue a
2 road from Lunenburg to Jjoin the blazed trail from Liverpool
to Nictﬂux,’

g In the sutumn of that year Elias ¥Wheelock, afcompsnied by
an assista t, set out for Lunenburg to entér into a contrsoct
with Mr. Peter Zwicker, vho had been apirointed a commissioner to
expend the money alloted by the Assembly. Mr. Zwicker, however
*thoough a great mistaske, expended £50 on sbout onem!le and
forty rodds distance ... and that not on the =bove road, which
wes intended by ‘he Legislature, which was to cut the Hoad open
gnd ... dr. Zwicker was turned ount..of ofiice."3

'Assembly Papers. Petibion of wlias V“heelock. Dec. 28th. 1805

Yicts of «ssembly. Cap. 18. July léth. 1800

dussembly Papers. Letter of Elias ¥heelock to Edw rd Jares.
November 8th. 1806 -

A
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Two other commissioners were appointed and in the year
1804 aznother attempt wes made, Elias Wheelock accompanied by
an Indianh gulde going through the woods to Lunebburg to look
#
out the road along the uL:st side of the Lehave River and in the
Spring of 1805 work was begun toc cut open the ro:zd, 89 miles of

it being finished in thot year although the rozd was incom-

Fn the yezr 1806, in the course of a long and adequately
deseriptive petition it wes shown that:

"the Road leading ‘rom annapolis to Lunenburg is now
cut ooen, that is to say, the Timber cut down and cleared
off 16+ feet wide, the land c:apable of accomodating many
valuable setilers, providasd »roper mezsures are adopted

to encouraze snd facilit-te the settlement of this im-
portant Road .cese.

That in order to secure the labour thus hsappily begun,
and to nrevent its veing lost to the Public, immedizte
measures should be t:iken to induce industrious & useful
"armers to set down on the =ame whom, by their statute
labour, as vell as by the interest they must necessaryily
take in efr ecting the object of Government, vould by the
means, by some as-istance, in a few years to render this
a public roasd of easy communication and be & means of
settling 2ll the wilderness lands between Ann:polis and
Tanenburg ... 2nd thereby facilitate the settlement of
land capable of yéelding all sorts of Grain vhich hitherto
has romained = pathless Wilderness from the Cre:ction of
the “orld.

e furtner eg lesve to suggzest uniess specdy measures
are tsken to form the settlement of this Hoad that the
labour alresdy bestowed in cutting it out will be complet-
ely lost to the Public, as the young growth of wood will
soon spring up and cover it from end to the other, thichkker
thian when in its origin:1l state...

wi{thout some assistance it will be impossible for the
new settlers to Tr nsport materials to erect Mills and
. thelr other materisals =nd necessarles, when such an extent
of Rosd 1s to be passed over in 1ts rude and natural state
exc 10t the Timber cut and cleared off as aforesaid.m

From this it 1is ap areut that the road was, at this dite, in
' Assembly P=zpers. ~etition of Eliss Wheelock. Dec., 28th, 1805



o
-
ct
e
C
-
&
g
£
a

¢

a very rough cond n ad & gret desl of work stlll necessary
to make 1t passable.

In the fellowing years :uytnér sums were granted by the
tssembly and settlement lollowed along this road which continued
up the LaHave River and through Fertile land,

Today the road exlsts as a waln hignway between Lunenburg

and Middlietown.

' Assembly Papers. Pectition of James dager. #ov. £29th. 1808
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The Overland Roule from Halifax to Annapolis, through the
Dalhousie Settlement.

The project of opening 2 diruct road across the country
te connect the town of Halifax with sunapolis, thereby avoiding
the loug Journey via Vindsor and the sinnapolis Valley, seemxéﬁ
to have been first undertaken about the year 1788 and it was
shown thats: .

"thiat part of the said. rrovince batweeu the Falls of
Niectaux in ... ‘nnea olis end Birch Cove, in the Town- 4
ship of Halifex was explored ,,, and the land was found @
capable of setilement., Then & grant passed the Great 5S¢
of the prcovince to your petitioners and several other
cersons, some of whom are dead and others of them removes
from the said srovince, for a part of the said land so 8
explored commencing at the Bast Boundary of the said ‘
Boundary of the township of Annapolis extending Bastward
to the Last Boundary oif the Township of Chester at which

time it was in contemplation to cut & road (which was ae-
tually laid out) through the said trasct of land so granted
and to extend the same to Birch Cove but the same was

not carried into efect,”

The petitioners therefore asked for further aid to open the
road o 1lsid out to Hammond Plain and the road leading into
Halifax,

"which would not only enebie themr to setile the said :
land ... but would be highly advantageous to the Publie
atlarge as it woulo render tne communicstion between the
town: of Halifax and of innapolis much easier than the
present road, the distance between the #ulls at Nictaux and
the présent rosd tonrough Haswmon Plain being only about
fifty miles,"

the petitioners belng villing to open up further that part of
the road passing over thelr grants if the ‘fssembly would helt

them in m=king 2 road over the ungrznted lots.
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Nothing further, however, was attempted until 1814 when
a petition was raceived by the assembly praying that:
®a road might be e plored and laid out through the in-
terior of this province, in as near & direction as may
be, rom Halifax to Aunnapolis Royal, and that lands might
be grented ... on said road provided that the Province
would alford the necessary aid towsrds exploring, sur-
veying and opening said Foads.,"
It was shown that lands would be uscless without roads of comm-
uniecation leading through them and in the next year a resolution
wa
was made showing that:
"the Opening of a Road thro! the interior of the Pro-
vince from Hulifax to the town of Amnapolis, in the
nearest practicable route and thro'! the greatest extent
of ungranted Lend shich the nature of this Country will
admit of, weuld be Beneficisl and condusive to the en-
couraging the Settlement of this province.®
Meanwhile work had gome ahesad in @xploring the course of the
road, thé surveyor, Charles Morris, together with a deputy and
agsistants begimning in June 1814 and continuing until January,
1815, in surveying the route at & cost of £1338.,10,.
along tne course ol the road thus laid out there were
arranged lots along either side, staked and numbered and on
the Twelfth day of July, 1817, a number of disbunded soldiers
of the Fencible corps, having préeiously by lottery each drawn
a number, rocecded to the vest forest guided only by the sur-
veyor's line for theppurpose of teking possession of the farms
thus alloted to them sna which they vere henceforward to occupy
end to cultlivate. &ach one, as he found the stake bearing the
number of the lot, step.ed out of the Indian file procession in
which they tr wvelled to survey als {uture homestead and select a
site for a shanty.

The scene, deseribed by one of them ye:rs z2fterwards when



he returned to survey the scene has been given as gollows:
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st@pred aside at the post indicsting my number and my
coMrades passed on leaving me to view my new possession
in solitude and at leisure, <+ went zt once to work te
clear & space, & work which I succeeded in accompolishing
and some time afterward constructcd a log shanty, not
very ”Jm;rﬂiblu for tuu bezuty of its propogbiépssoo the
thoroughn :ss of its carpentry. I was not then married
and &s none of the setrlvrs hed comm=nced to build on the
neighbouring lots I bsgan to be very lonely as the Winter
drew on, which from the isol ted position I occupied is
not a matter for surprise and the pressing desire for
companionship so coustant made me ... 50 supremely miser-
able that when the S rin" © ome I sought emul? ment in the
Valley, found it and never again saw my DazlhoOusie farm
till today ... the dead u &ec“}lng tre s which I see,

as far as my eye can reach, were certainly not then her
but in their place was a green and vigourous orest which
seemed intermin:ble..."

"oii number had been diminished by e¢ighty four when I

the year 1818 further progress wos made and some settlers
ken up lend along this new ro.ud and had "Commenced, Clear
Improved their land® and were preparing to make their
ments the folloving yeer. Although the road from Hammond
hzd &t last been made passable for Corriages the remainder
s road was in so rough & stote that the settlers were
d to carry their provisicns on their backs "with great

and Fatigue and at o great distance® so that it was al-
mpossible to transport any supplies to heir settlement.‘
The road never sesms to have been cult out completely ex-
hat portion of it lesaing from the Dalhousie Settlement
h to A nz=polis although in 1820 this wes only s marked
and several of the settlers hac lost their way in attempt-

pass over it through to fnuapolis from the new military

ments opening up, "having teen exposed to the inc mency

westher for whole nights®™ in the course of their journey.

\ {Assembly Papers. Resolution. March 4th, 1815.

ITbid.
vIbid.

Road Expenditures. Maurch. 31lst. 1815,
Petitdon of George P. Brehm, Feb, £7th. 1819
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In the Spring of the year 1825 the /‘dministrator of the
Government, Er, “allace, was petitioned by a large number of
settlers for an alteration of the road leading fom Anunspolis
to their settlement. The chinge asked for was designed td avoid
£8 much as possibie the hills over vhich the old road had been

essen the distance between their homes snd

=
@

constructed and to
the town of Annapolis where they exghanged the products of their
labour {or the commoditi:s required for consumption in thelir
housaholds.'

l TLike the Cuysborough Hoad to the Hastward, however, the

road was not econcmical'!ly desirable, the lands through which

.

znd yielaing little

it passed being, for the most past poc

2

and settlement «did not follow :long its course, Only very small

portions of this road exist teday as parts of local roads through

%)

nnapolis Couatly.

' History of Annapclls County. Calnek Bavary. pp. 261-267



Chapter 5.

Roads snd Settlement

The future snd the cventua’ improvement of thie main high-
ways of Nova Scotla were, =s we have seen, ultimately dependant
upon settlement along thelr course znd although the early Eng-
1ish Governors had hopwd thaty with the opening up of main roads
through the province, settlement would take place, their plans
wvere never full; carried into cffect cnd with the sudden arrival
of many thousands of exiled lLoyalists after the American Rev-
olution the problem of settlement rsther than that of roads
became the main issue of the Government.

Piftecen yeuars leter, however, with the opening of roads
from settlement to settlement, the task of inducing settlers
to emigrate to the more remote districts thbough which these

roads passed was unde-tzken, In 1800 the committece appointed

st

to confer on the subject of Roads and Iridges recommended the
benefit that would result by encouraging industrious families

to settle on the lsnds being thus opencd up "for the Convenience
of Travellers and as an ¢ncourecgement to the general settlement
of those Tpnfq." 'BJ their stotute labour zlso they could help

to keep the roads clear after storms and in winter./

In the Spring of this year, 1800, one Pavid H:milton »ho
t — 5
whthkd to settle "at or near the New Bridge at Half Lay River

! Assembly Papers. Heport of Road Commissioners. 1800
*Ibid., Petiton of Lavia Humilton. April 22nd. 1800
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and Horton in order to accomodate aveliers and Enable him to
bring up a numerous Family," was naid the sum of 285 provided
that he, or any other settlers, would take up lands and obtain

a titile in fee simple in order to establish & permanent settle=
ment along the new road through Mount Uenson, between Windsor
and Gasheresu.

Despite the gr-nt of money, the said bavid Hamiltén did
not settle on the road "as he could not obtain land vhereson to
settle®” but, in the next year, one Oliver Lyrtan "taking en-
couragement from what he understood to the Source of the Legis-
laticn“vtOﬁk ur lands along this road and received z grant from
the Government,

In the vesr 1801 5 fund of £1000 was provided "for the
surpose of settling such distressed Families as may come to the
Province or others who may offer to setile on the main Rozd from
the Bridze over the ?1§av Shubenaccadie to Pictou; on the main
road from Londonderry to Amherst; on the main Road from Liver-
pool to Nictaux; on the m=in Road from Annapolis to Shelburna,
by way of Yarmouth; on the main Road from Chester to ¥indsor; on
the main road fy,om Onslow to Tetamagouche; on the main road to
be laid out from Tanenburz to the VWictsux Road and on the Main
Road thet is to be laid out fom Guysborough to the River Mus-
quadoholity " commissioners being appoirnted to enquire into the
cases of all claimants for the bnunty.v

There were few families, however, willing to take up home-

steads in such isolsted parts of the Country. slthough in the

¢ |
4
year 1805, £E275 was paldoout of this fund, at the raote of £25

to each family, only two had setiled on the road from Chester ]

Asqembly Papers. Betitiun of Oliver Lymsn Morch Znd. 1801
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to VWindsor, two on the roud from Lunenpburg to lictaux, one on
the rozd from Cnslow to Tatam:sgouche #nd four on the Gre:zt Road
from Musnuedoboit to Guysborougzh, the money being paid out only
if the families who had made application for the grent actually
settled a2nd geve sufficiant.security tc remain there for five

years "and to keep such accomodation for Travellers as their
circumstances will 2dmit @f."'

Despite the bounty of the gove nment the scheme does not
seem to hsvg baen successful., In 1807 it was necessary that the
smount of the gront to prospective settlers be raised to £30
for anyone settling "at the Vest oLranch of 5t. liary's on the
main Road from Guxybdrough to ﬁuxquodoboitﬁ and "half way ‘on
the Road leading from the East Sranch of St. Mary's River to
Guysborough,® providing that they took un residence for six
years, clesred five acres of land snd built "a house not less
than twenty two feet long and sixteen feet wide" wnd'be re-
parad for the accomodation of travellers, a very real need on
thdse ros 8 that nsssed through wide distances of uninhabited
territory,t

tyoical case of one of thess settlers was that of a
Joseph T.angley vho had settled on the Vest Sranch of St. Mary'sf
He first lost "Eleven head of feat Csttle and a horse" snd then
received z further sum of £20 in 18ls., osettled on the Guys~
borough road, ®passable only-vith the utmost difficulty" and
far pemoved from any other habitation, his trouble was further
aggravated by the plugue of mice which destroyed the crops in
' Lssembly Papers., Hoad »ccounts. July 7th. 1803

*Cap. 1. 1807. =scts of sssembly
3 Assembly Popers. Petition of Joseph Langley. Feb. £2nd. 1813
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this section of the provinee in 1814. Finally, 1816, another
grant of £20 was made Yor his assistance. Fppm other settlers
who had been lured to the more remcte districts of the pro-
vice by the bait of money gr-nts, similiar tales of woe were
réceiveﬁ and, of money were refused, the settlement usually
socn broke up.
Thegse attempts to form settlements in burren wastelands
were,impracticable 38 agricultural enterprise was impossible
generally from the nature of the scil while the few travellers
along these roads made dependance on the proceeds of a taovern an
uncertain venture. O0ften the type of settler was undesirable
for the situation where they were sent, being often disbanded
army m2n without the training or intsrest to eke out a meageﬁ;
existence in a wilderness district. Very often the supplies or
srants made to them did not last them through theif first yeaé,
and idleness, drunkeness znd waste often followed with the
settlers sventually drifting away to other parts or out of the

province altogether,



Chapter 6.
wages and Labour

The tssk of securing labourers for roadbuilding in a country
where the population was both scagtered and spirse was a serious
one, the settlers being more than occupled with their lands and
hoving little interest snd less inclination work upon the roads
unless adequately rewarded.

In the early days following the founding of Helifax either
the Royzl troops or the old scudian z2ettlers were the only work-
ing men available et the usual vage of 1/ a dey with rum and pro-
visions supplied by the Government., Indians, however, never
seem to have been employed for this purpose.

iven tinis amount for wages was considered too gre:t and in
1767, Governor Campbell writing to General Gage declsred thot
consiweripg the nature of the work he hoined that it could be
"reduced hereafter.®

dttempts to meint:ain the roszcs aiter they were ovened by
pald labourers was provided for by the Laws governing the Statute
lebour of the inhabitants, laws enacted in the year 1761 and con-
tinued thereafter ¢1tn .mendments, OStatute labour, however,
was very often extenced 2nd translated into lump sums of monej
voiuntarily given by the inhabitants 2s thelr contribution to-
wards road bullding and repalr when petitioniug the «~ssembly
for further zia in the form of cash allotments'for the repair

of roads within their district, these contributions being com-
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puted at the current rate of wages being paid 4t the time.
#ith the outbreak of the -merican Revolution the problem

lszbour became so z=erious that it was necessary for the Agss-
embly to encct stringent regulations controlling and fixing the
price of labour =nd the wages thot they should be offered,
By the year 1783 the average wuage paid to road labourers
had increased consliderably and the following vi1l of TIsrael
Amdrews, ho was the chiel road contractor on the Halifzx te

Windsor Road betueen the jyecr 1774 and 1784, is illustrative:

- T P 3 ’
Israel Andrews 42 deys 2t 10/
Q ‘- M e s Ay ‘ I uva @ /
Segl. kcCurdy <8 days at 4/

€3 A

16 men of the 54th. Hegiment. 28 days at 2/6 edeh man

Qegt. Stewart ol the 70ths snd 8dnd. Legiment belonging to
3 'C»Vill&. 8 »‘tiﬁ»“f S '.'Lt 4/

10 men of the 70th. and 82nd. hegiment, 8 days
e& chh man b../n

8¢ days work of & team and £ horses at 15/ & day

34 gallons of rum at 8/

12 gallons of rum delive
pncourage them to work

& barrels of Deefl >0/

1 barrel of pork ot 28,10

15 bushels of potatoes at 3/

£8 lbs. Brown Sugar .. .. 16/8

10 1lbs. Chocolate at 1/6

10 lbs. Coffee at 1/6

Horse hire and expences Lo go to Sackville £2.10

"To Expences for the Men and mySelf at the Taverns on the

Road for Lodgling and Trouble of Cookiag . £54,10,"

¢red the People on the Road to
t &

here € da S

The procedure followed im road construction at this time was for
the aAssembly to make an cllotment ¢l & certaln section of the
road «nd thnen for the road comumissioncrs to auction off the con-
tract to the lowest bildder who Ilun turm gucrenteed to undertake |
the work, racsiving.his money by a worrant drewn on the Treasury
whcn the road was completed to the satislection of the commisse
ioners for the district., The crrongemcnt wes an elastic one

' issembly Papers. Bi1ll of Israel indrews & Petition. Nov. 4th.
1784
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and the contractor was either forced to carry on the work on
his own credlt or to drav the money from the Treasure when small
urts of the rosd had been completed, thus holding up the work
indefinitely which often caused road zllotments made in one

year to remain unclaimed for several years after,

Ir the year 1801 zn attempt was made to regulate the ex-
yepndiute of road allotments, the commissioners being forbidden
to take over any work from a road contractor "until such Road
or Roads shsll have been examined and certified ... tc be then
in the state and conaition that they were contracted for to be
made, "

Ry 1802 the wages paid to road labourers had jumped to
b/é a day eand a gill of mum to each man daily, the rum if not
the money zlways being well and truly accounted for.'

The =zrrongement followed remained haphazsrd, however, and

the plea of one Patrick Fitzlaurice is typ

ical of the vague
manner in wvhich road work was carried on and supervised, he hav-
ing contracted for some¢ work on the Vindsor Hoad "and having,

=8 he thought, Compleated his CoOntrict, Hefrained from Doing

any More work till the Comissioners would inspect and measure,
Socn after they came But, having no Chain te measure Sald work ..
toprehended he had not finished the Ssid half mile and that he
had better go on and they would Call that day week" whereupon

he continued but having no sense oi distance snd apporently care-
less he mrde thrity one rods more over and szbove the distance
that he had contracted for «nd vas refused compens:ation by the
Commissioner.” |

' Assembly Pupers. Report of Road Commissioners. 1802
*Ibid. Petition June 13th. 1803



It is appavent that if such coniusion cculd arise on @
half mile stretch of road on the main snd most trovelled nighe-
way of the province conditions were much worse in the more re-
mote sections and, in 1805, with rcacbuilding becoming more
extensive and Che road allotments larger, it was imperative that

a more systematic policy e fullowed and in the iutumn of that

year an ¢t was passed empowering the Governor and Council

fto appoint it and proper persons being resident frwwholdeks e
to :¢l as commissioners for directing and superintending the
expenditures of all such sums ol money" as might be granted there
after for road work, ine commissioners to be removed at will at
any time. oefore being appointed they were to give 2 bond to

the satisfaction Ql tiree Jjustices of the pesce Pin double the
amount of the sum (o be euyended under their direction® and

&8 compunsation ror thelr trouble they were To receive 5% of

tﬁe total sum expended uncer their sﬁpervisiou. ‘nen satis-
factory security had becn given the commissioners were entitiled
to recelve a warrant {or the shole sum form the Treasury if the
"work was belng dome by contlract but, il being Gone by day labour,
one third of the amount a5 Lo be retelned untii the work was
com;leted.'

In the next yesr, uowever, furtacr improyrieties were dis-
covered by the committee on road eapenditures, some of the comm-
issioners allowling tne contruclors improper ciharges, glving
wages of 8/ a day with liberal guantities of food and having
peen too free with the use of rum and in the next year it was

necessary to make sn cmencdment to the act of 1805 forbidding to

liete of Ass eraly Cap. 11. 1808
IIbid. Cap. £. 1807
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the contractor to recelve more than twoe tuirds of the road alﬁ%
stment untll the wnole hud been certiiied oy three justiceﬁ‘yfﬁ
the peace, :

There were still loopholes in the system anéd in 1808
ther smendments were made, det:lls ol the comiracts to be Qﬂw;ﬁﬁ
tered into being made and, 1f piece work was peing carried qg§ é
thore were not to be more than 20 labourers employed under aﬂgf?
one commiszioner for = days work, ¢ wise precsution, :snd the &%5
men sc employed were to be pald weskly and in cash. 7
In the year 1812 further smendmenis were n¢cessary, RO COlE- Y
issloner velng slloved to chorge snylniag over =nd azbove his

5% commission unless he was supervising ten men daily when he

wag permitted to receive 54 & day while the yrice of lsbour wag

iso fixed at 5/ & day, no lsbourer, bovever, being enitiled ;ﬂ
to his woge unless Phe saRll nave diligently labourcd st ten _j
nours each daye®  1$
In the next yeur, in an efiort to lmprove the araat.muuagf
of the province, supervisors vere spoointed to have full eﬂ#w;“
tol over the ropulr, mansgement snd .xpendilure of the road
money for taeir dis stricts.” ~lthough & surveypr ,eneral op
roads had veen appointed inll778 at a yearly salary of £1&f!g
the yeur 18138 the urcoblem of ade ustely suvervising and tmmmﬂﬁﬂ

ing over the roaus of the province had become too great and two

more were apiointed, one for the road "thal lecuds from Sacke
ville Bridge to the Halfl hay nivery bet"een Fulmouth and ﬁmﬁkgﬁ
and one for the road which led "from the Findsor Hosd to iuﬁﬁ!g
'8cts of “ssembly. Cap., 9. 1808 ' ‘

"Ibid. Cape e Hzrch 8th, 1813
SJournzls of sssembly June xUth, 1778




Mill, at the Town of Truro, “he supervisors wer Lo hold ofiice

for three years, unless removed, snd to give security and to be '
' »

accounts le for "the seole ordering of the repairs and slterations

necassory for comileting the =zaid Rouls and keeping them &t all

times ... in the best practicsble stite lor the pas age of Hen,

fh??géﬁ Cattle, Teams snd Cerrisges." They were zlso to pur=
chaze 211 tools snd imrlements snd to supervise znd direet all
statute labour "1isble by Low on the szid Hoads," being empowered
hen necoszery to enter upon unimproved lands to secure necessary
graovol and logs for road bullding i cthe owners would not cone

to © roasonable sgrecment with them, the d=pmiges to be aprraised
hy three indifferent f{recholders while the supervisors were pro=
tected from o chrorge of tresspass by the legislation implied
vithin the i¢ct, Instesd of recelving a oF commission tHese sups
ervisors wers to be puild at the rate of 15/ 2 day while they |
were setuslly employesd in superintending lzbour, to be paid Qﬂt
to them from time teo time but the totsl amount was not to excéﬁé
100 yearly. :

& work, ho sver, of overse-ing such = iength of road

seems to have pecn too grest snd in the next yesr two supervisors|

]

R
3

vere appointed rach o the two Gresal Rouus, none of whom

weres to than 30 labourers in any one daye. i

sreciutions there was still room for making
more thoi both ends meet and in 1814 charges uwere brought age ‘
inst one of the supervisors of the -indsor Koad whom, 1t was
clrimed: had employed ¥Black men as lsbourers ... at a monthly

wage of #9.,00" and chargz d the goverument the sum of 75/ per

‘ L'u—o;u Covmisecinns - 19157 Lolond DI Hook .
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day" by which means a handsome profit had zccrued to him while
it was naturally to his own interest to prolong the undertaking
and make no attempt to spued the work and put the public high-

wayginto a pessable conditlion.

" In the next yvear also, 1815, it was revezled that all the |
2 3

road superviscrs on the Great Roads but one had allowed for

extra hours by which means the average wage pald to labourers

had mounted to €/6 per day and thet all of them hadém-de chargeé
for lijuour and extra wages to overse:rs and others working f
under them. .

In 1817 further legislation was enascted regarding labour
ey and after that date
no commissioner was to be zllowed more than I500 a year to spegt
in the district under his charge while the system of piece work
by day labourers, ratier than controct work, was to be adopted,

contract work being specified only for bridges or 1n opening up $

The wages to be paild =ere fixed ct 6/ 5 day, for a ten
hour day, while a2 t-am and s driver wvith ®wo horses or with

four oxen was to be paid at the rate of 12/6 daily or, with
one horse or two oxen, at the rate of 9/ daily and that there

|
was to be ¥no further or other al ow:

-5

-
rices for extra labour
beyond the said ten hours" for any workmen whatseever, the

violation of this being =ttendsnt with serious conse uences.
Although no organized system of insurance was yet thought

of 2t that time nevertheless in certain cases the Government

a}}owed compensation lor workmen while they were employed 1in




s
s
¥4
-
?

v B T ogs 7
Kas L Mok
i

3
ES
ot

t. 1814

14 1817

N
LS "?D.

sther

¥

kG

L - o o pe
circumstance

8

i e A 1
graiived 10T Tae

sroblen

5t O e Tor o
Stk &F 3 L
ficult, r:ther
settler along

interests fs

£4th.

Ree td,

wit

8

nin

two

2

1818




=01

Couriers and Coaches

The rroblem of establishinz = post office for the de-
livery of letters and dispatehes waes a matter of great import-
srice but a2lthough a post offlce vas opened at Halifax in the
year 1752 & regul:r msil service was coften lm;ossible and their
delivery 'ncertaln. In the early days following the founding of
[alifax conriers were employed to run dispatehes and by the
year 1765 it wvos declsred that the regylar deliveey of letters
wvas Wa motier of consequence to all but, more especially, of the
utmost importance to a commercial ;co;lﬁ."'

The first regular

v

nd public postal system seems to have
been instituted between Halifax and Annapolis about 1776, one
James Tattersal being employed Mas courier for the carrying of
srcels ete,, from the Town of Malifax to Amnapolis™ having been
induced to embark on the undertzking by zome goentlemen and mere
tpolis "as alsoc fzom the gentlemen and
merchants at ¥Windsor, "ecrton, ¥almouth and Cornwallls that they
would give 1t every countenance znd support in thelr power as
the want of such a steted courier hed subjected the inhasbitants
of this Province to gre-t inconvenlience and expence.,"

Seven yerrs leter another stage service was planned bet-
ween ¥indeor and Halifax by Samuel fudolph, the proprietor of

\ Journals of assembly. May 2<th., May £29th., 1765
~5_ 4. N.5. Vol. 201. Doc. #20 Jume 19th. 1777
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the tavern, the Horse and Groom, on the Halifax Road not far
from HalifaxJ He proposed to kee, a waggon for this purpose
"orovided the Roads are kept fit for such a carria@g% while
during the ¥inter months a sleigh was to be used.” This service
gseams to have been begun in the Spring of the yéar,l784, every
kind of goods =nd baggage being carried at 10/ per hundredwiight
and 2d. & pound for small packages?

During the Spring of 1786 a regular mail service was in-
. stituted between Hzlifax and N w Brunswick via the Annapolis
Valley, the mail being carried across the Bay of Fundy from
Digby to St. Jchn, Letters were accepted at the Halifax Post
Office addressed to those who resided oif the main highway to
be left at the nearest houses along the Road where they could
be called for, this arrangement being followed "until sﬁch time
as Post Offices are established at ‘indsor and Horton which will
be done shcrtly.“u Tvo years later this sergice was extended to
the Canadas. Heretofore the mails had been uncertain and irr-
egular bqt from the Sixth of May 1788 the mail was closed every
Saturdayaand the service seems to have bedh Jatliefpcéory ex-
cept for a highway robbery that took place within a week after
it had been begun: one John OtNeal, an Irishman, attempting to
hold up the post by knocking down ﬁhe Postman on the Halifax
-Road; in the next year thls same character ran away with a
negro woman slave, the property of Abel Mecliener of Halifax.q

Late in August, 1792, the fimo for the mails closing for
Digby and the Canadas wa: changed to 4 o'clock in order that the
postman could reach his first stop before nig;tfallf’ The post-
man at this time between Halifax and Annapolis was one Robinson -
¥.S. Gazette & Weekly Chronicle. 'April.18th. 1786¢: Bume 4th. /83

Ibid.dJune 15th. 1784:YMay 28th. 1786 :*May 6th. /88:°May 135th/88
Ibid.4"June 30th. 1789: iugust. 21lst. 1792
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who seems to have carried the mails regularly for some years,'
the cost of & single letter to ¥Windsor being 4d., to Horton or
Parrsborough, €6d., to Cumberland, 8d., and to annapolis, Digby
or to Saint John, 8d."

During these early years the postmaster found that, in-
cluded in his duties, was the task of attempting to instil prop-
erly into the minds of the public an appreciation of the postal
service., Letters were usually taken to the post office and held
there until the person receiving or expecting to receive the
letter called and psid for the carrying charges but curiosity,
scemingly a prevalent vice, caused many ta go to the post office
and there under various pretexts, surreptiously peruse the
correspondence of others. IHepeatedly the post master was forced
to remind the people "of their mistaken notions of a Post Officei
and to threaten to punish offenders who mide attempts to read
the letters of othersqand finally so prevcolent had the abuse
becom? that the post master refused to accept ™otes open at one
end."5 If letters remained unclaimed for some length of time
the 1list of unclaimcd letters was published in the daily
newsparers, Couriers and others carrying mails were also
exempt from paying ferry charges, a privilege that some of them
resented, which caused the post master to rebuke their pre-
tended claims that as Cerrymen they could charge postmen the
usual charges}

In July, 1801, znother stoge service was begun between
H:lifex and Windsor by Rufus Fairbanks, leaving every Tuesday

;gourna%, Bishop Charles Inglis. Sept 6th. 1792
P A N,S5, Nova Scotia Almeanac 1793

SN.5, Gazotte & %weekly Chronicle. July 8th. 1783

"Ibid. Jan. 17th. 1786

(Royal Gazette Jume 1lst. 1790
Mi,8. Gazette & Weekly Chronicle. Aug. lst. 1797
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snd returnipg to Helifax on Thursday, The uO%gg left at six
otelock in the morning from the store of Prescolt & Lawton on
Fairbank's Vharf arriving at lMitchell's Tavern for brea:fast
at nine and dinuner at Morris's Tavern at two. A passenger
travelling ipside the coach with 16 pouncs of biggage was
charged £5.00 for the trip and an outside passenger %5.00:

By the year 1782 a maill service was in operation between
Halifax and rince idward Island via Truro and ;icteu? The
road at this time was only possible for an experienced horseman
and about the year 1805 the road was described "as being imposs-
ible for wheel car-iages and almost toc bad for a horse. Ste-
war8 used to trudge on foot to and from the Capital, generally
carrying the whole mail in his waistcoat pocket and there being
but poor accomodation on the road = small wallet of oatmeal
wal always slung over his shoulder wheéch, when moistened by
somecof the numerous streams that he had to pass, served to sus-
tain both the frame and spirit of the hardy postman." In his
later yeors this same Stewsrt lived on Mount Thom snd watched
the regular coach and mail service go by his'ikziiz farm house
heavily laden with mail and luggage for the prosperous town of
Picteu.a

In the year 1815, the Halifax to windsor road having been
greatly improved at great expence, a regular cosch service was
established bétween Halifax and VWindsor, two cozaches 2nd twelve
horses besides sleigh$ for ¥inter use being provided by one
Isiah Smith, the fare being #6.00 and the coaches accomodating
8 passengersf

, 1.8, Royal Gezette July 9th, 1801 i
NeS. Gazette & Weckly Chronicle Dec. 8th. 1783%: Jan 19th, 1790

VY P.A.N.8. "Occassional.® June loth. 1896. Clippings.
WAssembly Papers. etition: rectd March lith, 1816
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During the years 1814 and 1815 £1100 was granted by the

eneral “ssembly for postal servicas'while in 1816 a further

subsidy of /100 was granted by the &assembly tc couriers main-

taining ;ublic service between Halifex and snnapolis and Hali-

fax and Pictou stipulating, however, that =z closed carriage

that could accomodate passengers must be provided by those who

wished to embark on such «:n undertaking.
Between 1814 and 1817 one Ezra Witter was the postman

between Haliflax and Pictou and "employ:d in carrying the mail

to the bastern Parts of the Pro ince and accomodating Travellers

who were passing and repassing from the Capital to that part of

the Country with Horses, Chaisee and Other modcs of Conveyance,"

¥hen, however, he heard that in the year 1816 the courier for

the Western route down the Annapolis Valley had received £100

because the mail carrier, Isiah Smith, used a closed carriage

he, Ezra Witter, "
"in Consequence of the Encoursgement held out immediately
procured to be built a comfortable Closed four ¥heeled
Carriage and purchased Horses for the same and commenced
using sald Carriage from July to Uecember when the Roads
being covered with Snow he used a sleigh for this Purpose
and has continued the same and now has a comfortable
Close sleigh and a sufficient number of Horses constantly
employed in transporting the Mail and conveying Passengers
between Halifax and Pictou weekly, being & Listance of
upwards one Hundred Miles which vistance he also travelled
in his wheecled carriszge during all the Period aforesaid,
thereby adding much much to the comfort to Travellers of
that Road."*

inother man was "Imp oy'd in riding rost from Truro to Sack-
ville" between 1814 and 1815, one Moses dlmnﬁ% "at a very low
rate of wages :nd in performance of Said Duty Sustained Great

hardship from the badness of the roads and the Inclemency of the

\P.A.N.3, M"Occassional®™ Clippings., Jun th 96
LAs;embly Papers, retition. Lec? Feb.*fe%g. 18}3. £75 granted
3Tbid. Petition Rect'd Feb. Z4th. 1818.
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"eather: also, lost an Horse of the value of thirty Pounds and
also had his leg Broak at the UListance ol thirty miles from
his house by an Horse falling with him on the Road." In con-
sideration of tihis he petitioned the assembly for aid,

From Digby to Yarmouth « postal service appears to have
been begun in the year 1815 by land, the postman being Jesse
Wiyman, fe covered 150 miles weekly in perlorming his duties
and although he was allowed £70 by the province it was not
sufficient ®dth the postage he recelved to give him eveu a
moderate wage after he had paid his expenses on the Road. '

In 1819 twe men, John Todd and Dummer Bean, established
a stage coach service between Halifax and "indsor, not only
having & commodious carriage but also a "sleigh for the Winter,
built upon 2 new construction with two pair of Hunners which

hey find to be very safe and convenient as it will turn in a
small circle and not liable to overset and will accomodate
“ight passengers,” This coach left Windsor on Tuesday morning
and reached ' 1lifax in the evenlng of the same day and returned
to Windsor on Thrusday of the same week.” Iwo years later, how-
ever, the owners were compelled to seek further aid from the
Assembly, which was not granted, maintaining that amongst other
things they had suffered gr;;tly from the dilfficulties they had
encountered from the bad state of the roads doen the Annzpolis
valley.)

‘ven at this early date {Fmbetition amongst transportation
companies seems to have been zn c¢lement and in 1819 William
\ issembly Papers. Petidion Hec'd. Feb. £4th. 1819

¥ Ibid. ‘“etition. llectd Ffeb. 20th. 1819: dismissed March 17th.
Ibid. Petition. Rec'd Feb. 15th. 1820.
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Davis and Thomas Hamilton, hwo had been contractors for carry-
ing the mails from Halifax to Digby for several years, declared
that the small sum received: for their labours barely paid the
heavy expences of travelling while the small profit that they.
made did not allow them to invest in s conveycnce for passengers
"to enable them to provide proper carriages for the accomodation
of the frequent travellers which the increasing prosperity of
the Province has, of late years, greatly multiplied™ but ﬁhat
the M™uncertainty of their occurence™ did not warrant suf ‘icient
encouragement for the Lstablishment ol a regular service, unless
subsidized, in addition to the fees they received from travellers.,
It was shown, however, that "the establishuent of a regular mail
coach from Halifax to snnapolis would not only greatly con-
venience the Public but tend to promote the interests of the
Country by the facility such a communication would offer to .
Commercial and other members of the Community of a certain,
séfe and commodious mode ol travelling to and from the Metro-
polis, through the most populous parts of the ngViﬂCE and on
the most frequented route to New Brunswick and the Canadas,
the want of which has been experienced and regretted.“l
Despite their plea, bowever, their petition wos dismissed.

A regular coach service was impossible at all seasons of
the yesr until the roads had been levegkled and improved. Not
until 1889 was a stage coach service continued on from ~entville
to innapolis.” In 1828, with the formation of the .astern Stage
Coach company a more efficient system was begun betwee: Halifax
and Pictou which continued for many years.3
! Assembly Papers. Petition Rec'd i'eb. 17th. 1819; dismissed
March 17th.

1 History of King's County. ZHaton. p. 321
% History of "ictou County. patterson. p. &90



Chapter 8.

Taverns and Travel

Taeverns were nuweerous in the province of Nove Jecotia from
an early date but, if we can believe the complaints of travellers
they were %iﬁ% poor and generslly capuble of su. lying only the
barest necessities to we:ry strangers who were forced to seek
their shelter.

During the years preceding the Ame%%ﬁﬁn Revolution when
travel by land was both infrequent snd uncertain, taverns were
found only in setiled communities, often widows in straightened
circumstances opening their homes for such & purpose; generally
little or no prepsration was made for travellers at these inns;
thay being forced to accept whatever food snd lodging they could
seeure snd in the poor and strugiling outports where little
beyvond the barest necessities were enjoyed by zny of the people
acccnodation and service was often primitive.

éhe first inns were naturally found along the e:rly roads
that wer: moade passsble for tr:vellers such as the rozds from
Halifax to vindsor and Hulifax to Tpurco and as early as 1764
we hove records of fumilles securing grints of land slong the
Windsor Rozd upon the understanding thiot they would keep houses

of entertainment for the convenience of travallers.' &

'\ Minutes of the Council: i.ril 9th, May ZOth., 1764
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Cutside of iHzlifax, however, in the years preceding the
Revolution there were few truvellers, an inland Journey being
something of an =sdventure with those who, through chance or
necassity, were forced to mezke an overland trip, often belng
compelled to undergo and suffer many difficulties, following
trails sometimes overgrown =nd trusting to & night's lodging
at any scattered homestead they might encounter with sometimes
unfortunate results if percnance the settier turned out to be
unscrupulous and dishonest, not an unlikely combination in the
more remote districts.

Infrequent trovellers thus made innkeeping merely an un-
certain means for families whou lived along the more ir:zvelled
routes to earn some extra money for themselves from casual way-
farers and many of their names have been forgotten. In the
little village of Liverpool we know of some of these e rly
taverns, of one kept by Mrs. Dean vhere Governor Campbell and
his party dined one Summer's day 1ln the year 1770 after a good
fishing trip} Ford's was another tavern where the good people
of Liverpool sometimes gathcred’?hile it was also here that some

of the members of the captured ship Duc de Choiseil, siezed by

The worthy women it would seem did not tonust these ['rencimen

end hid all theilr clothes, refusing to give them up when they
demended them, desplite the plea that "they were determined to
Dye ér have them." Finslly they took them from her =nd although

\ Diary of Simeon Perkins, July 30th. 1770

YDisry of Simeon Perkins. Oct. 15th. 1773
3Ipid. April 24th, 1778
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she appesled to the Magistrate, she could secure no reddrégs.
At another Inn kept by one Mrs. Snow the people of Liverpool
met in the Autumn of 1779 to draw up plans for fitting out =
;rivatenfing vessel to send agasinst the Rebel Americans who
were ruining their trade.'

These early inns throughout the  rovince were usually at
convenient places such a&s bridges and ferries. Lvery tavern
keeper was also & licensed venor of lijuours of &ll sorts and

’if their numbers were any index of thelr need the rigours of
travelling indeed must have been great. It was also customnjg

af this time for tavern kee_ers in remote districts to be given
free licenses to enable them to carry on their business but,

due to certsin irregularaties that were discovered in 1789 amongst
the-innkeepers along the Halifax to “indsor road, this concess-
ion was discontinued. -

Halifax being the centre of naval, militszry, soclal and
commercial life had many taverns even from an early date, the
Mermaid and the Rose and Crown dating from 1753 while the Pon-
tac, famous for half a century, was also knownifirom 1754:? These
taverns being meeting places where membbrss of the new community
couid gather and discuss the problems of trade and overnment
that foced them, no doubt played zn important part in the social
life of the town; auctions were held in thelr ta; rooms, theat-
riczl performances and ban uets were held in their public rooms
while the members of the Haolifax issembly and Masons and various

'\ Diary of Simeon Perkins. Oct. 5th, 1779; also, N.S., Gazette and
- Veekly Chronicle June zZuth. 1784.
Chipmen Mss. Doc. #13 1796. Memo.

3 P,AN.S., MOccassional™ Clippings Junel6th. 1917; (From the
Halifax Gazette May 5th. 1763: June 1753)
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other organizations met for their ususl meetings under their
hosvitable roof. '

In the years following the Hevolution with the sudcen
increase of the population of Nova Scotis and thé o ening up
of new districts travel by land, it it did not become more ex-
tensive at least becsme more {requent, itinerant peddlers,
preachers snd adventurers moving through the country while,
with the opening up of the new roads in the year 1785 and after,
the problem of maintaining tnvérns bucame a less uncertalin and
more lucrative enterprise.

By the yeur 179: there were on the road from Halifax to
funapolis, a distance of 133 miles, 33 "houses of entertain-
ment" along the way, amongst the oldest being Pence's [arm,
Mitchell's, Marshall's T:vern, Kontague House, Hick's Tavern
at Hick'!s Verry and Dodge's Tavern at .nnapolis. A4ilso included
amongst them was Clermont, the Bishop's Seat at Aylesford although
sresumably here one received only spiritual refreshment.z
» Betwecn Hallkfax and Truro the oldest and best known inn
wes =t MacNab's Bridge which although sold in 1783 continued to
be a stopping place for gravellers. Others, such as ireeman's
Inn at Cumperland Point, Sinclair's at Annapolis, Hall's =zt
“indsor, Ulchie's Tavern at Lunenburg, ‘acilpine's Tavern at
Liverpooi’and the Merchant's Cofiece House at uhelbrrnehbeing
hostelries that date from the closing yewurs of the Hevolution.

| 7.8, Gasette & Vieekly Chronicle. Oct. 3rd. 1769: Nov. 10th. 1772
June 16th, 1781: Nov. 6th. 178l: Nov. £7th., 1781: March 12th.
1788: December Zrd. 1782.

*N.8. Almanac. 1793.

3N,8, Gazette & Veekly Chronicle. March 25th. 1783: Jan. 21st, /88

Jan. £7th. 1784: March 9th. /84: Oct. &lst. /86; ipril 7th. /95
Port hoseway Gazeteer June 9th. 1785. (Legislative Library)
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By the year 1797 there were [our other main routes opened
up that wore more less frequently travelled, that from Halifax
to Pictou, via Musquodoboit and "along the irst branch of the
¥West Branch of the East River of Pictou," a distance of 93;
miles with eleven inns; that {rom Halifax to Pictou, via Truro,
a distance of 100 miles with 8 iunns; that from Halifsx to Cum-
berland, via the Parrsborough Ferry and up the River Macan,

a distance of 122 miles with 7 inns and from rarrsborough to
Cumberland, via the ifdver iebert, a distance of 111 miles with
5 inns along the way.‘

Despite the increased profits {rom more frequent travellers
the country inn keepers remained backward in catering to the
cublic. In the year 1785 the rotes, sccomodation and general
management of ,ublic houses were regulated by law but service
at these country inns remained poor and hapnazard:' In 1792
one fraveller toock upon himself to advise t . vern keeprs on how
to help themselves and all passing strangers by more attention
to their duties but despite his good advice5 it does not seem to
have imoroved matters and rich and poor alike hag to endure the
discomforts of travelling, even the Bishop of Nova OCcotia being
often forced "to sleégp on the floor to avoid bugs"™ in his trav-
els.m The regul:tions governing public houses did, however,
prevent profiteering by fixing minimum charges znd travellers
not being compelled to pay more than the sum allowed by law
while tavern keepers were further bound to quarter troops at any
lova Scotién almanac for 1797
NeS. Gazette & "eekly Chronicle. Dec. 25rd. 1783
Ibid. Feb. 21st. 1792

Journals; Bishop Charles Inglis. Sept. 30th. 1788; Sept. 8th,
1792,
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time or when necessary, sending in their bills to the Govern-
ment at Halifex for payment} Allegedly this cagaed some hard-
ship and in the year 18056 Benjamin Hicks, the ¥Yidow Dodge
and the Widow Leonard, "innkeepers at Annapolis and Wilmot,®
declared that they had catered to nearly 2000 troops and found
themselves in debt to the extent of £37.10 from the business
due to the f ct that they could not give meals &t the rate of
6d. for breakfaest and 9d. for dinucer due to the risin: cost of
provisions;} In the next year the smount allowed for meals was
raised, 1/ being given for & dinner, breakfast or supper "to
consist of good bread, meat and vegetables.“3
In the town of Halifax prices remained fairly moder:te,
dinner at the Horse and Groom'bosting 1/6 with Supper or Breait-
fast costing 1/ while st the Golden Bzll the charges were
"plain dinners for 1/6 to &/; breakfasts 1/; tea in the even-
ing 9d; supper l-; Muderia 4/ per bottle; Port 2/6; Sherry 2/6;
Punch at same Equivelent. GCood draught Porter 6d. per gu&ré;
lodging 9d. a night. Beef soup or mutton broth every day ét
12 o'clock until the wezather grows w»rm."s
In the year 1804 the road from Annapolis to Ysrmouth, a
distence of 9¢ miles with 9 inns along the way, =nd the foad
from Yarmouth to Shelburne, @ distance of 54 miles with 11 inns,
was sufficiently opened to be given =s a direction to travellers
in the Nova Scotian slmanactwhile two years later Governor and
Lady Wentworth made a tour down the Annapolis, being gratified at
the improvements th=t he saw on every side "and the general
'N.S. Gazette & Vieekly Chronicke Jan. 28th, 1794 ‘
Yi,P Petition Hee'd Dec. 4th. 1805: Petition from Innkeepers #8ll
N.S. Gazette & 'eekly Chronicled Jan. 8th., 1806: “April 18th, /86

§Ibid. September £2nd., 1789.
LtN.S. &lmanac for the year 1804.
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goodness of the Roads and Bridges which zre so far advanced

that His Excellency and Lady Yentworth went in their post chaise
as far as Annapolis: and from Ligby to Sississibou§ in & chaise
being the first that has been drove to that beautiful settle-
ment, "

Until the roads were improved there could be little or no
travelling except by single horseman at cert:in seasons of the
vear. The expense was also amhindrance toc inland communication
and it was shown as early as 1788 that the expense of moving
and travelling in Nova Ccotia, which "must be done by water and
on the ocean; it cost .. as much to bring some ‘urniture by
water to this place from Arnapolis as it did to bring ‘urniture
from London to this place (Halifax) ... W“indsor is but 45 miles
from here yet vwere I to move my books, furniture and servents
there they_must encompass one half of the peninsula and would
cost £200 sterling. ©Such is the condition of this province at
present, destitute of land conveyance and of roads except one
from this place to Annapolis through VWindsor and Horton which
is not safely passable for four wheel carriages and scarcely so
for those of two wheels. All the settlements except those along
this rozd are on the edge of the w.ter."L

Others have written of the dreadful condition that the
roads of Nova Secotia were in during the closing years ol the 18th,
Century and the esrly years of the 19th. and of the difficulties
of travelling through the Province, when there was only cne
road worthy of the name "that from Halifax to windsor and Ann-
apolis ... the people of the best settlements found thelr way
to this road or tonone another by a blaze, that is, a mark made

' N.S. Gaz-tte & eekly Chronicle. ©Sept. 50th. 1806
» Memoirs, Charles Tnglis. ZApril 12th. 1788
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on the trunk of-a trece here and there on the proper course for
the surpose of directing travellers, a substitute for a path but
in the younger settlements trawellers had to provide pocket
compasses and guessing thefir course {ind their way through the
forest.. In going by the compass the traveller sometimes widely
mistook his course and missed entirely the intended settlement
and came in upon another or missed all the settlements and trav-
elled on till he lost all hopes of ever seeing a house; in which
case he often believ .d the compass itsell went wrong and dis-
crediting it would wander he knéwnot where, Oometimes the com-
pass confounded the traveller desperately for the n.edle would
obstinately fefuse to traverse so that he would not know east
from west or north from south.

-TraVulling by 2 blaze was little better and there was the
danger of losing the blaze and the impossibility of finding it
agein: of striking out a straightf{forward course independent of
the blagze =nd yet coming by and by on their own trail; of snow
driven zgainst the trees so as to hide the blaze and causing
frequent stops to dig it away in order to discover it; of travelld
ers being benighted by such stops and lodging in the forest
where they had to kindle log {ires on the top of the snow Tour
or six feet deep."” There were tales slsc "of great danzers
and hairbreath escapes from drowning in crossing brooks or
rivers in times ol thaw or when they were swedlen with unexpect-
ed rains for in those days no journey wes undertaken immedictely
after & hesvy rain, travellers waiting often for two or three
days nearly fasting until the subsiding of the river rendered

the river passabe.” There were tales of "horses swagging nearly

to their esrs and of the great difficulty of €X{ricating them-
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selves and their riders. There were few taverns but every man
who had a hut was hospitfble.“|

In the quiet country taverns or the busy city coffee
houses men gathered tc discuss the topics of their day, the
growth of trade, the local gossip or some strange talc of
foreign land brought back by those who sailed the ships of

seven seas, Tnere interests were wide and

@

Nova Scotia over th
varied as befitted a maritime people yet the charm, culXure

and intelligence of many of its citigens served only to revesal
the diference in outloock and circumstences of many others,
narrow, bigoted and self-centered men who thought only of their
onv interests snd the ‘uture of their small settlements.
Villages still lay far apart and in the early days of the 19th
Century Nova Scotia was little more than & province of scattered
districts that looﬁcd out upon the sea yet, with the slowly im-
proving highrecads, the people of these scattered vonmunities
were at last enabled to look inwards upon themselves and by
travel do much to relieve o0ld prejudices and opposition. The
change was slow and almost imyreceptible perhaps but it wa: the
mesns of at last making the people of Nove Scotia more con-
seious of their own land and through it more ambitious for its

future.
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Bibliographical Note.

The material for this thesis has been gathered with few
exceptions from sources in the Public Archives of Nova Scotia
(“.A.N.S.) Governor's Correspondence, Whitehall Dispatches,
Correspondence of the Secretary of State, Minutes of the Ex-
ecutive and Legislative Councils, Journals of the Assembly,
Acts of the Tegislature, Inland Letter Books, Township Records,
Special manscript collections such as Deschamps Mss., Chipman
Mss., Faton Mss., copies of the Brown Mss., the Diary of Simeon
Perkins, the Journals of Bishop Charles Inglis and Records of
the S.P.G. in Nova Scotia, Assembly Papers and Miscellaneous
Documents,

Printed and documentary material and special articles
were found in the Nova Scotia Historical Collections, the
Canadian Archives Reportsand the American Magazine. Also
Newspapers from 1769 to 1800 in the Stewart Collection, Dal-
housie University, and newspapers from 1800 to 1811 in the Leg-
islative Library of the Province House, Also Winslow Papers
and all county Histories writtento date, Statutes of the Pro-
vince of WNova Scotia, a variety of monographs on svecial sub-
jeets on the history of Nova Scotia and many general articles on
Nova Scotia have been consulted.

Specific references have been made in the foot nntpé to

all quotations and stetements requiring authority..
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