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Chapter 1 Introduction

The strata of the Svdnev Fasin, particularly those of
the upper VMorien Croup, have Teen the tasic cause of industrial
and social development in northeastern Cape Ereton. The coal
deposits have heen regularly exploited since the early 1700's,
althoush svstematic mining 4id not begin until the 1820's
(Muise, 1982), With the mines came mine workers from the
surrounding countrvside and atroad. The work force was transient
in the earlv vears, but with the estar*lishment of the Ceneral
Vining Association in 1827 a more permarent work force was
estarlished, The comtination of Cape Freton coal and iron ore
from Felle Isle, Newfoundland, rrought the steel industry to
Cape Freton, increasing industrialization. Around these latour-
intensive industries grew a latour-oriented society, with a sense
of solidaritv unmatched Py anv other in the region.

The coal deposits are founé in thrhe lVorien Group, which
underlies approximatelv 230 sqguare kilometers of coastal lowland
in northeastern Capre Treton (Fell ard Coranson, 1938 a,t and c).

Ir this studv a short section of strata withirn the upper
Yorien Group is examired, The section lies on the Creat bras
d'0r coast of Foularderie Island at approximately 46018' KN
latitude and 60°21' longitude (Fis., 1). The nearest community
is the villare of Fig Fras d'Cr, 6 kilometers to the southwest,
The citv of Svdnev is avrout 30 kilometers to the east., The
sectior can he reached Yv following Hipghwav 105 from Svdney or
Port Hawksturv to exit 14 (near Toularderie East), taking the
road to Fig Fras d'0r, and ther going northeast along the
Tlack Rock Road that follows the shore for about 6 kilometers.
Take the private road that goes to Tahle Head, and climh down
the cliffs just south of the Head. Tides must be checked as
rmuch of the section is inaccessitle at high tide.

The purpose of this studr is to examine the section in
detail, and from field and petrosraphic data, to determine the
environment of deposition. Petrographic data, mudstone
mireraloev and availarle valeocurrent studies are used to
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investigate the provenance of the clastic material, As the
section is remarkahle for its atundance of upright fossil
trees, thesce are examined and their mode of preservation

investigated,
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Chapter 2 feolosic Setting

Rerional Setting

The Svdnev Rasin is one of several Carroniferous hrasins
in the Varitimes which formed in gratrens and down flexures
associated with extensional tectonism that started in the Egrly
Devonian and operated until ¥id Penrsvlvanian tirme (Felt, 1968).
These rasins, collectivelv known as the Fundv Rift Zone, received
sediments throughout the period of active tectonism and on until
Farlv Permian time, The stratigraphic succession within these
racins record most of this period. Local unconformities and
disconformities reflect tectonic activitv, and although the

ke

rasins are broadlv similar, each heas a unique geologic history.

-

Sedimentation within the Fund~ Eift Zone (Figure 2)
+

Zone
rerar with the deposition of Hortor Croup sediments on eroded
T

i

pre-Carboniferous bhasement, These strata corsist of coarse
congrlomerates of local derivation near fault-rounded tasin
marsirs, and sandstores and shales awav from the margins,

Iocallv these strata contair trasaltic to rhvolitic volcecarnics.
Hortor Croun strata rancse ir are fror Tourraisian to Viséan
(Fellv, 1967). The overlving Windsor Croup records the onlv
period of marine sedimentatior ir tre Carroniferous. Throughout
Visfar time (Kellv, 1067) there were several marine transgressions
that deposited carhonates ard evaporites intertedded with clastics
shed from bhasin margins. Windsor CGroup cartonate units

comrorlyv can te correlated from tasgir to hasir (for example the
trasal Yacumber Formatior of Cavs River has a time and litho-
loriecal equivalent in the Svdrev Tasin (Ciles, 1283)) and thus
make good stratigraphic markers,

After the last marire regressiorn, continental sedimen-
tation resumed with the sardstones and shales of the Canso
Crour, Fossils indicate ares of late Vis€an to Westphalian A.
The Tiversdale, Curhterland ard Pictou Groups are continental
sardstores and shales of Westphalian to Perrian age,.

5/"'



FIGURE 2

General Stratigrapy of Maritime Carboniferous Basins
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Local Setting

The Svdrnev Fasin is a fault-hounded synclinorium with
three major svnclires arnd two intervenirg arches (Ciles, 1983).
The rasir is thought to have attained its major structural
characteristics bv Viséar time, ard post-Cartoniferous moverent
alorg the major fault bhoundaries resulted in the present cor-
fipuratior (Fipgure 3)(niles, 1083),

The Tasal unit within the Svdrev Tasin rests with a
major unconforrity on pre-Carbonifercus trasemert, Sedimentation
was contirnuous from Tourraisiar through early Varurian tirme,
Sedirmentatior resumed after a major riatus (earlv Namurian to
Westphalian F) ir late VWestphalian F tinme and continued into
Permian time., "he stratipgravhv and general stratigraphic rela-
tionships withir the Svdnev Fasin are showr in Figure 4, 4

description of the major units is as follows:

"he frartmire Formation
"he Crantmire Formatiorn is "...that succession
of brick-red to maroor cornglomerate, sardstonre
and shale extending from thre major
pre-Carboriferous urconformity to the hase of the
Yacurrer (or Cavs Eiver) Formation of the
Windsor Croun" (Ciles, 1082, p,61). As descrited,
it is a fairlv tvpical "Horton Group" formation,
It is coarse-grained, with arpgular clasts and poor
sortiry near rasement highs, and fines distallyr,
files terntativelv attritutes the origin of the

Crantrmire Formatiorn to alluvial fan deposition.

"he Windsor Croup
The Windsor Croup withirn the Svdnev Fasgin
corsists of intercalated marine limestones, _
dolostones and evaporites, ard coarse contirental
clastics. It conformarly overlies the Grantmire
Formatior and locallv orlaps onto pre-Cartoniferous
trasement, The top of the Windsor Croup is the
top of the E1 lirestone rerlter (Ciles and

Foehner, 1982), Evaporites occur in the lower






SYDNEY AREA

2

€8

Unnamed Red Beds 400m + - o

& S

i L

@ »

—— ——— 2

R, 0.
_______________ =y
Upper Fine up tc 650G m

Morien Group

LV VYV VYV VN

Lower Coarse
up to 1200 m

ybh.v~.u\

-

V""““V’;WE ‘,’5 cD

TI'\I'\I’\/\A\/'\A'\J'\I J"\{\J‘\J\,"\.""u"»
i
1
i

t
|

MORIEN GP

Stephanian

A---7

Westphalian
LATE CARBONIFEROUS

Namurian

S s §

vertical -
scale -

MH Hiatus

~500m 7 Uncertoin
150m Thickness

FIGURE 4

SYMBOLS ¢

Ay Unconform:
disconformity

¥ Focies boundory

upper Windsor Gp.

e S 250 m+

lower Windsor Gp. 120m*

WNS ond clastics)
S~

r O lower Windsor Gp.
w
150m+

1y~

where not 1o scale

Stratigraphic relationships within the Sydney Basin.

( Boehner, 1983)

HORTON GROUP | WINDSOR GP | CANSO GROUP - - ?

Late

7

Visean

Late ? |Early Middle

Tournaisian

EARLY CARBONIFERQUS




Windsor btut their extert is unknown, and they
are generallv considered to te much less
abundant thar clastic or cartonate lithologies,
"he environrent of depositior was largely
shallow marire,

The Point Fdward Formation
"he Point Edward Forration consists of grer and
red shales intertedded with stromatolitic
limestones, ard is proratlv of lacustrine
origin (riles, 1°83), T"he prev facies was
forrerlv corsidered a separate unit, the Carve
Dauphin Forration, btut studies of its distri-
rution (Ciles, 1C9R3) show the Cape Dauphin to
te laterallv equivalent with, ard transitional
into the Point Edward Forration., The btasal
contact of this unit is conforratrle, locally
disconformatrle, with the top of the Windsor
Crour. The uvrver contact is the rajor regional
unconformit+ that marks the trase of the lorien
Croup,

"he Yorier Croup

Sydney basin. It is nade

to Stepnanian sge (CZiles,
ao/r;q\ 1 LI PR s IR EEE -
1702)e  Three blostratigraphic and two lithostratigraphic units

nave been re o ! Tabl 1" e 1ot T i t |
lave been recognized (Table 1), € lower 'orlen strata unconformably
It

~nT] S ot £ L T~ - 10T ~ T 3 ]
overliie strata of the Toint Xdvard To ation and upperrost .indsor.

thick bedded sandstones predoninate,

conglomerates and coals. The
aprearance of thici, laterglly

rersisvent nudstones, rouzily parallel s* bhe



timestratigraphic

biostratigraphic

lithostratigraphic
Hayes , Bell Barss and Rusteta/ , 1983
and Goranson, | Hacquebard
1938 1967
. Prychocarpus | Thymospora
Westphalian D e P Y P
unitus zone zone C

upper Morien

‘Westphalian C

L inopteris
obligqua zone | zone B

Torispora \

zone

Lonchopteris

zone A

Vestispora

lower Morien

TABLE 1

Stratigraphic units

within the Morien Group

" ( adapted from Dilles and Rust, 1983 )



troundarv between the yiquteris orliqua zone and

the Ptvchocarpus unitus zone in the west and
central parts of the tasin (Fust et al., 1983).
In the eastern part of the tasin, the boundary

is relow this division, ard is thus diachronous.
The upper Yorien extends fror this diachronous
roundarv to arn as vet undefined limit (Giles,
1983)., It corprises the Alternating Facies
assemblage of Fust et al.(1%83), consisting of
shales, siltv shales, coal and sandstone. The
coals attain thickresses of several reters and
are mined ir the coastal areas and offshore.
Dilles and Eust (1C83) and Rust et al. (1¢83)
have outlined the depositional ernvironments of
the Yorien Crounr and attritute its deposition
to gsedimentatior or ar alluvial plain which
prosrecssivelv evolved frorm a traided (lower
Morien) to a reardering river plain (upper
Vorien). FPaleocurrent rmeasuremerts reported
v Duff et al. (1©82) and Rust et al. (1983)
show a northeast mea» raleocurrent direction
with deflections around trasement highs (Figure
5).

12/".!
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Chapter 3 The Yeasured Section

Vethods

The strata were measured usirg a 3 meter rod praduated
in 10 centimeter intervals, Unit toundaries were defined where
the 1ithologv or stvle of sedirentatior changed abruptlv, or
in the middle of gradatioral zores, Attitudes of tedding and
sedirentarv structures were measured with a Zrunton pocket
transit, A detailed log of the sectior is shown in Figure 6,

ard a descrintiorn of the sectior ig piven Pelow,

Facies Tvpes

Nine facies tvoes were recosnized in the section. The
tvpes, following ¥iall's (1978) classification scheme, are as

follows:

Cr: Massive pebrle to pgranule conplomerate, This facies tvpe
is present onlv as thirn (ur to 10 centimeter) lags at the
rase of channels ard laree scours., Clasts are mudstone
irtraclasts ard siderite rnodules., Large plant frargments
ard peat mats are corror.

ct: Trough cross-stratified sandstore, Crouved troush sets,
up to 20 centimeters thick, or medium- to coarse-grained
sandstone are locally interredded with planar-lamrinated
sardstore and massive sardstone, Two trough axes gave
azimuths of 300° to 312°, Where sediment is coarse-grained,
the troughs have lags of mudstone intraclasts, siderite
rodules and plant derris. Discontinuous pinch- and - swell
carhtorate reds are locallv present alorg tedding planes,.

Sh: Horizontallv stratified sardstore, Planar larinated, fire-
to medium-grained sardstore comrorlv occurs interhtedded with
trough cross-stratified sardstone, Primarv current lineation
occurs locallv, and two such lireations gave bearings of 165°
and 1350,

Sr: Pipple cross-larinated sandstore., This facies is fine-
rrained and commonlw occurs with massive, bioturtated fine-

14/...
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rrained sardstone., The ripples are asvmrmetric, and variatle

ir amplitude and wavelength, Crest patterns were not otserved,
due to the scarcitv of hedding-plare exposure, Carbonate
nodules are common in this facies, as are rootlets and

Stigmaria,

Sm: Massive sardstone., Fine- to coarse-grained, massive sand-
stone commonlv occurs intertedded with other sandy facies types.
Fioturbtation, carbonate nodules and rootlets are common. This

facies commonlv grades laterallv into Sh, Sr or St,

Fl: 1Interlarinated mudstone, siltstone and fire-grained sand-
stone, Lenticular tedding, tioturratior, cartonate nodules
and Stigrmaria are common, Upricht rooted trunks are locally
abundant, This facies commorlv grades irto Fr(a) and Fm(bt).

Fm: ¥assive mudstone and siltv mudstore,.
(a) egrev and dark prev rmudstone and siltv rudstone, This
facies tvoe is locallv carhonaceous and/or calcareous, and
locallv weaklv laminated, Rootlets, cartorate rodules and
plant detris are locallv arundant,
(r) red and green mottled mudstone., The green color is best
developed along root traces and or the surfaces of well

developed conical joints. Cartonate nodules are common.

-—

P: Carbonate nodules, VYodules uv to 10 certimeters in

diameter are scattered throuchout all the fine-grained facies
tvpes, and marv appear to te cored hy organic material. Larger
rodules (up to 25 centireters in diareter) and masses of
nodules are locallv concentrated or the tedcding planes of tasal
parts of St units, forming thir discortinous pirch - and -
swell teds,

C: Coal and carbonaceous shale, This facies type is present as
thin, laterallv continuous randed tright coal (using Diesel's,
1C65, classification schere), CShalev partings are atundant and
make up over 50 percent of sore searms, Coal sears commonly
have a VPleached seat earth, ‘

Sore of the ahove mentiored facies tvpes are shown in

Ficure 7,

17/ ...












Cur-Assembhlares

Sut-assemhlages are associations of facies on a scale of
single beds to several heds. Individual facies types may have
rradational or atrupt contacts, and are related twv a gradual
charge in grain size or sedimertarv stvle, or btwv srall-scale
cvelicitv, Three sub-asserhlares are recosnized in the measured
section: thick-hedded sandstones, coarsening-up - xixed sand -~

stores and coal - mixed fines seguences.

The thick-tedded sandstore suhr-assertlage is a single

fining-up unit over 5 meters thick, Facies fvpes included, in

the most common vertical sequence, are Cm, Sh, St, Sm, Sr and
F1. The hase is generally erosioral and units are locally
discontirous., Lateral accretion sets, approxirmately 3 m thick
and dipping perpendicular to the channel edge (where visitle),
are locallv present, as are rud-filled charnels. This sub-

asserhlage forms 28 percent of the measured section,

The coarsening-up-rixed sandstone sut-assemblage in-
cludes facies types Fr(a), Fl, Sr and St., Lenticular tedding,
ard small-scale scours are cormor., The contacts hetween facies
tvoes are laterallv and verticallv pradational, with local
sharp contacts. This sur-asserblage forms 20 percent of the
measured section,

The coal-mixed fines subt-assermhlage consists of thin
beds of sandstone of all facies tvves, facies tvpes Fm(a),
Fm{r) and coal. Thir fining-uv and coarsenirng-up units are
included, and the coarsest units are medium-grained sandstones.
Contacts retween units can he gradational or erosional. This
sur-assemhlage is the most arundant in the section forming
LR percent, Four percent of the section is covered.

These suh-assemtlages cormbined belong to the
Alternating Facies Assemblage described bv Rust et al., (1983)
in the Victoria Vines section measured along the eastern shore
of Svénev Harbour.

20
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Vascular Plant Fossils

One of the most remarkahle features of this measured
section is the abundance of large upright fossil trunks. They
are confined to one facies tvpe, Fl, and all tut one were observed

_________ ir ore unit near the top of the section. Thev are uniform in
size, about 50 cm in diameter at the tase, and tallest exposed
has a height of approximatelv 3 meters, Their upright position
over a coal seam indicates that thev are ir place., The internal
structures and mode of preservation will tre described in a later
chaoter, Comparisons retween these fossils and those in the
collection of the Nova Scotia Tuseum (Zodrow and McCandlish,
1080).indicate that thev are fossils of the artoraceous Lvcopod,

TLepidodendron.

Coals

The thickest coal unit measured in this section was
43 em, ard the comtined thickress of all four units is under
2 meters, The units are laterallv persistent and of uniform
thickness. Facquerard and Donaldson (1970) sarpled coal units
alone this section (index 103, carples GR1-17) and found ther
to he high volatile Dbituminous coals with vitrinite reflectance
retweer 0,71 ard 0,78 percert,

22/ ...
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Chapter 4 Petrographv

Sandstones

Two coarse-grained sandstone samples and four fine-
rrained sandstones were examined microscopically to determine
their composition and to investigate textures. Point counts
of 700 points were done to determine proportions of components,
The results of thin section aralvsis are shown in Table 2.

Sardstones were classified using Folk's (1974)
classification. Thev range ir tvope from lithic grevwacke to
quartzwacke with decreasing grain size (Fig. 8). The amount of
matrix increases with decreasing grair size. This is consistent
with the decrease in flow regirme suppested v sedimentary
structures in the units sarpled, indicating a decrease in flow
competence (Flatt et al,, 1980). ILithic erains irclude quartzite
and phvllite, and mineral rrairs are predominantlyv strained quartz,
with hiotite, muscovite ard plarioclase forming a small proportion.
The coarse-grained sandstone is moderatelv sorted, poorly cemented
ard porous, Crains are argular to sutangular, and grain contacts
are rmainly tangential. Fine-grained sandstones are less sorted.
Fands very rich in platv rinerals alternate with quartz-rich
lavers that commonlv have ovague mineral lags., Again, the grains
are argular to sub-angular ard srain contacts are long to sutured.
Fine-grained sandstones are less porous, and are well cemented,

with calcite filling insterstices.

The major difference retween the coarse-and fine-grained

sardstoneg can re summarized as fcllows:

1) Crain types - lithic grains are lacking in the fine-grained
sandstones,

2) Yatrix abundance - fine-rrained sandstones have a higher
percentage of matrix,.

Foth these differerces can be explained bty a decrease
in flow competence, Lithic grains are too coarse to te deposited
with the fine-prairned sediments., The products from the trreak up
of the lithic grains, quartz and fine micas, account for the

arundart matrix in the fire-rrained sandstore.
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Quartzwacke

FELDSPAR ROCK FRAGMENTS

MATRIX >15 %
(Matrix = less than 30 .4 fraction)

» Fine-grained sandstone X Coarse-grained sandstone

Figure 8 Classification of sandstones ( Folk, 1974)
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Tarle 2: Sandstone Petrorraphv

I N

Sample # J-6-0 J-14-0 J-20-1

Facies tvpe (sm) (f1) (sr)

Crain size vf F F

Roundness SA SA SA

7 clasts 63 68 64

- matrix + 20 &

& Z )

° cement 37 - 3

Quartz 439 - straired 539 - strained EE¢ - strained
and unstrained . and unstrained | ané¢ unstrained
graing L grains ;

Feldsvar 19 | <1 | 19
plagioclase and vlacrioclase plagioclase
k-feldspar verv fine GF very fine
(plarioclase>> hirhly altered highly altered
k-feldspar) verv | polvernthetic . polvsynthetic
fire, highlw twins twins
altered plag., has
polvsvnthetic
twins

Lithic - - -—

Other 1579 micas 129 wicas 59 micas
fire hiotite and fzne tiotite and | fine riotite and
muscovite plates |rmuscovite plates | muscovite plates
L¢ opaques €Y opaques 39 oraques in

lavers and rimming
. grains .

Yatrix 279 verv fine 209 very fine 23¢ verv fine
micas and clavs micas, clavs gueartz, micas,
minor chlorite minor chlorite clavs

Cement 107 calcite 129 calcite 139 calcite
pore filling nore filling sparry and finely

crvstalline in pores

Crain irregular to longs to sutured long to sutured

contacts sutured

Corments matrix-supported |quite porous mostly clast-
in mica-rich clast-supported supported, some
hande, calcified matrix-supported
rootlets in platy-rich

layer 3
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Table 2: Sandstone Petrologv (cont'd)
Sample # J-22-1 J=26-1-A J-26-1-F
Facies tvpe (f1) (st) (st)
Crain size F C
Foundness SA A-> SA A=> S
7 clasts 59 8L 82
. matrivy + B
g TEITLX by 16 18
‘ cement
Quartz 389 -~ strained, Whe - strained, Lé7 - strained,
unstrained and volveryvstalline, polverystalline
polvervstalline and unstrained and unstrained
Feldspar a7 39 29
plagioclase plagioclase and plagioclase
veryv fine k-feldspar fine grains
hirghlv altered (plagioclase> polvsynthetic
polvsvnthetic k-feldspar) twins
twins fine grains
plag. has
volveynthetic
twins
Lithic - 309 phvllite and 299 phvllite and
7 ; / 3
guartzite quartzite
Other 149 micas 19 micas 29 micas
fine bhiotite ragred plates ragged plates
(minor muscovite) | biotites biotites
plates muscovite muscovite
7? in lavers and 69 opagues, 37 opaques
rimming some organics and organic with
grains mineral mineral rims
"atrix 269 verv fine 169 silt-sized 189 gilt-sized
micas, clavs, guartz, fine guartz, fine
minor chlorite micas and clayvs micas and clayvs
Cement 157 caleite = A9 14
sparrv and finely
crvstalline
Crain tangential, long tangential and tangential and
contacts and sutured long long
Comments sraded bedding veryv Dorous very porous
with opague-rich, |hrown halos brown halos
quartz-rich and around opaques, around opaques,
mica-rich lavers clots of opaques opague grains
in vugs rimming organics
Kew

for facies tvves see Ch, 3

ocrain size

Houndness

v verv fine
i fine
C coarse

A = angular

SA = subeangular
SR~  suberounded
7 =~ rounded
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3) Crain contacts - The presence of sutured and long contacts
in the fine-grained sandstones and tanpgential and long
contacts in the coarse grained sandstones reflect
differences in compaction,

L) Cement - almost totally lacking in the coarse-grained
sandstones,

These differences mav re related to the sorting and
permeahility of the sandstones, and the historv of cementation
ard diagenesis,

A possible sequence of events leading to these differences
is: &) Early cementation of sediments - coarse, well sorted
sediments initiallv well cemented, Less perreable, fine-grained
sedirents poorlv cemented. T) Vechanical cormnaction of fine-
rsrained sediments, The coarse-grained sandstonec are protected
from mechanical corpaction tv having filled vore spaces (Schmidt
and ¥cDhonald, 1980). c¢) Dissolution of cartonate from coarse-
fFrained sandstones at sore stage in the diagenetic history., The
reduced permearility of the fine-grained sedirents due to
compaction protects much of their cement fror dissolution. The
eviderce for early cartonate cemertatior is go00d, in that there
are arundant carbonate rnodules and cartonate-replaced plant
fossils,

Yudstones

The clav mineralogv of four mudstone units and one
irtraclast-rodule lag were investirated using ¥X-rav diffraction
aralveis, The <2 micron fraction was separated from the mudstone
rv settling milled sarvles for 1€ hours and removing the top
20 ¢m of a 1000 ml graduated cvlinder. The sample was then
treated with saturated calciur chloride to flocculate the clays,
ard the excess liquid was centrifuged off. Srmear slides were
prevared using the clav raterial ortained, and were allowed to
air drv refore analveis,

The samples were run in the diffractometer using CuKa
radiation, a scarning svpeed of 1° 26 per minute over a range of
20 to 329 2e,
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Tarle 3:

-

Sample # 3-0

crev mudstone

14-0

mudstone

Carnle 7

Frev

Sarple # 10-0

red rudstorne

Ca~rle £ 10-0

Freen mudstone

17-2

Sample #

crarrnel lar

kaolinite, illite,
peak location (2€9)

kaolinite, illite,
veak location
8,70
12.30°
17.7°
24,90
2€,80

kaolinite, illite,
peak location

8.70
12 Lo
17,70
2L, 00

26,€0

kaolinite, i1llite,
neak location

8,70
12.29
17.60
2L 00
26,70

kaolinrnite, illite,

peak location
124,
Rl ®
2645°
30.7°

Clav FMineralogy of Mudstones

chlorite

chloeorite

chlorite

crlorite

chlorite

27

mireral

chlorite

i1lite

kaolinite + chlorite
illite

chlorite

chlorite

illite + kaolinite
illite

rineral

illite

kaolirnite + chlorite
illite

chlorite + kaolinite
illite + kaolinite

rineral

illite

kaolirite + chlorite
illite

kKaolirite + chlerite
11l1ite + kaclinite

mineral

illite
kaolirite +
il1lite
kaoclinite +
keolinite +

chlorite

chlorite
il1lite

, Golomrite

rineral

rgolinite @ chlorite
Kaolinite © chlorite
illite + chlorite

dolonite

n

@9}
~
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Chapter 5 Irterpretation

Denositioral Environmenrt

The criteria for determiring the environment of depo-
citior are showr in Tatle L4, The presernce of ir gitu terrestrial
plart fossils, coals, rooted horizors ard carbonate horizons
irdicates that the sectiorn was deposited ir a terrestrial

ervironmenrt,

Syr-assertlares and sedimertarv features such as lateral
accretion sets and mud-filled chanvels irdicate that the

ernvironmert was fluvial.

A mudstone:sandstore ratio of approxirately 3:2 (in Tabrle
L) voints to devositior ir the alluvial plain of a meandering
strear, Fach sub-assertlage (thick-tredded sarndstone, coarsening-
un-rixed sandstone, ard coal-rixed fines) can Te related to an

asnect of the mearderirg strear ervirornmert,

Channel deposits are represented ir the thick-redded
sandstone assemrlare, "he upward decrease in grain-size
accompanied tv the successior of sedimentarvy structures, plarnar
larination to troueh cross-reds to ripples, irndicates depcsition
or a poirt rar, Preservation of these features is due to lateral
and down strearm migratior of the point bhar (Walker ard Cant, 197%9),
ard lateral accretiorn sets, dippire perpendicular to chanrel
marcins are observed ir the section, Mud-filled chanrnels are the
result of vertical accretion of suspended-load sediments in
arandoned chanrels., Charrel cut-off could hre due to avulsion,
chute or reck cut-off, hut the high vproportior of mudstone in the
fill suppests that neck cut-off is most likelv. The creation of
2 neck cut-off causes flow to dirinish alrost immediately.
Coarser, red-load sedirents are not carried through the cut-off
mearder, ard sedirentatior is achieved orly v vertical accretion
(alker ard Cant, 1979). Charnel and scour lags corsist of
mudstorne intraclasts ard cartonate nodules eroded from the channel
marcins, The size and forrm of the carbonate nodules matches those
in irterredded fine-grained urits., 7This irdicates that thev are
of local oricsir and trat their formation was svnchronous with
gedimertation,
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Tahle L.

sub-assemrlage

thick-redded sandstone

Surmarv of Interpretatior

importart features

erosional hase
firing-un sequence of
facies tvnes

tr » (sh) > (sm) = st =
sr - {1

lateral accretion sets
rucd-filled channel

environment

point bar

atandoned channel

coarsening-up-rixed
sandstone (207)

coarserirg up sequenrce
of facieg tvpes

Fr(a) < (F1) » sm > st
lenticular Tredding
large plart fossils

levee

coal mixed-fines
(487)

coals

red and green rottled
rudstores, pedogenic
cartonate rnodules,
arurdart plant debrris

peat swamp

overhank
deposits

]

fluvial ervironment

= reanderirg
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Levees and proximal overrark deposits are represented by
the subh-assembhlage coarsening-up-mixed fines, Coarsening up
sequences are deposited in tires of high water, when the stream
carries hed load over the stream hanks. As the flood water tops
the stream banks, a sudder decrease ir turbulence decreases flow
corvetence and the suspended sediments are deposited, fining
awav from channel maregins, Coarsening up sequences result from
the progradation of the levee across the floodplain. Intertedded,
lenticular sandstones and mudstornes are deposited on the distal
varts of levees, where sands are deposited in crevasse splavs,
ard mudstones irn depressions (Reireck and Singh, 1980). Levee
deposits are fairlv abundant ir the measured section (209).

Their preservation and formatiorn car partlv te attrituted to the
arundant veretation, represented btv rooted horizons and trunks.

The vegetation prohablv aided in trappire sediment, and the roots
of plants acted to statrilize the sediments, protecting them from

erosion..

The devosits of the floodnlain and its vegetation are
reoresented bv the coal-mixed fines sutr-assemblage, NMudstones
are the result of vertical accretion of fine sediment from the
suspended load of flood waters, Compaction and subsidence of the
fire-grained sediments allowed peat swamps to form on the flood-
plain., Water tarle fluctvations mav also have teer important for
the prrowth of peat swarps, Two coal seams overlie rooted or
veretated sandv units, indicating that a rise in water level was
recessarv for swamp developmernt, Lateral and vertical color
changes in mudstone units also indicate fluctuating weter levels,
Red mudstores (indicating well drained conditions) cormonly
grade verticallv and laterallv into grev mudstones with atundant
cartonate nodules indicatinge a change frorm well drained to
poorlv drained conditions (Colemar, 1966},

Cartonate nodules, htelieved to be svngenetic, are fdund
in most of the fine-grained facies tvvpes. Nodules are formed
within the host sediment under rnear surface conditions, either
rv evaporation ard vrecivitatior of calcite in well drained areas
or tv chemicallv induced precipitation of iron cartonate in
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acidic, poorlv drained conditions (Reireck and Singh, 1980).

The association of nodules with rootlets and organic material
indicates that the majoritv of the nodules are of the latter

tvpe,

Provenance of Clastic Sedirents

The artundance of retamorphic rock fragments, strained
ard polvervstalline quartz grains in the sandstones of the
measured section indicate that the sediments were derived from
a metamorphic source area., A sirgle source rock tvpe is possitrle
as the quartzite and phvllite oraire are related in tvpe and are
orserved to form phvllite-quartzite clasts,

Some of the clav mirerals coulé also te derived from
such a source, Illite and chlorite car Tre derived from the
weathering of phvllites, ¥Kaolinite could also re of detrital
origin (as in the Amazon, where it forms a larse proportion of
the suspended load (Cirhs, 1968)), or it could re formed in
soils as the result of ir gitu leaching b plante.

The structural srain of the Svdnev Fasin runs northeast-
southwest (Kepvie, 1082) and vzleocurrent reasurerents (Dilles
and Fust, 1983; Duff et al., 1982) indicate a rean northeast
transport direction for the uvner Yorien. T“he socurce of these
sediments probrably lies to the southwest, witkh sore local input
from trasement highs, Possitle source rocks are remters of the
Forchu and Ceorgeville Crouvs, The rock tvpes represented in
the sandstone are rot distinctive, and a rore exact determination
of provenance is tevond the scope of tris studv,
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Chapter 6 Descrintion of Fossil Trees

The abundart fossil trees preserved in unit 22 of the
measured section were identified by examining Ybark" impressions
and fossil form., Comparisons of the collected data with 1lit-
erature descriptions (Tavlor, 1981; Zodrow and McCandlish, 1980)
irdicate that these trunks are the remains of Lepidodendron.

These aboraceous Lvcopods were woodv seedless vascular plants, and
were one of the most atundant plant species of the Cartoniferous
(Taylor, 1980). Thev may have grown to heirshts of 38 rmeters, with
trunks up to 2 meters in diareter at their rase, The general

form of lLevpidodendron is shown in Figure ¢, The plant differs

creatlyv from modern trees, It was suvoported tv a massive cortex
which surrounded a relativelwv small amount of vascular tissue.

As it prew it shed its epiderris and outer cortex, leaving the
older parts of the plant without the distinctive leaf scars.

When the plant had attained about one half of its heipght it
tranched dichotomously, and contirued Yrranching until the branches
could divide no further, ard growth stopped. The rocts or
Stigwaria were shallow and also Yranched dichotorously. Theyv were
covered with tubular appendares that prorably acted like rootlets.
These were absciwed during erowth leaving circular scars. The

irterral organization of Levnidodendron varies with plant species

and olant are (Tavlor, 1980),

It is interesting to note that one of the nearest living
relatives of this large tree-like vlant is the tinv clur moss,

Fourteen fossil trurks were otserved in the strata near
Tarle Head.(Figure 10), Onlv half of these are actual trunks,
the other half teing imprints onlv, In the detris at the btase
of the ¢liffs can be found what the author hrelieves to he the
partial remains of fossil trunks. This interpretation is based
orn orservations of the internal structures both in hand specimen
ard thin section and on corparisor with in place fossil trees,

A1l Yrut two of the trunks are positioned directly abvove
the underlving coal seam, and these fossils terminate sharply

arove this sear (Ficure 11). Theyv range in height from 70
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centimeters to 3 meters, with an averape exposed height of
1.5 meters, The heights mav be underestimated, as the upper

termination of the trunk is rarelv exposed. Diameters at the
tase of trunks range from 30 to €0 centimeters with an average
of 50 centimeters. Attached Stigraria were not otserved. The

trunks were rooted in the underlvings peat rat so that the

Stigrmaria were vrohablr coalified with the peat., Some trunks are

disrupted (Firure 11), The shearins of the trunks and the
contiruityv of strata along these disruptiors mav indicate tedding
vlare 51ip during folding after litrification.

The internal structure of in situ trunks was cobserved at
one location, Vost of the fossil trunks are inaccessitle, teing
exposed onlv near the tops of steev, high c¢liffs, The trunk was
infilled with medium-grained sandstone ané greern mudstone similar
in appearance and compositior to the surrounding strata. The
epiderris and vascular tundles were coalified, Fased on the
orservations on fallen trunk remairs, an additional mode of
preservation is vroposed. A sketch of sample examined is shown
in Fipure 12, Thin section examination reveals delicate cell
structures vpreserved ir calcite, with a radial structure
characteristic of the verideum cells of the cortex (Tavlor, 1980).
Inward from this is a relativelv structureless zone that is cut
Tt vascular hundles., This sarple represents a fragment from
near the core of a larrer trunk., Petrifivation of plant material
indicates tkat cartonate-rich fluid was present in the sediments
soon after deposition, Ground water and river waters with a high
sclution load of calciur and ricarronate are supgested as the
source for this fluid. This hvvothesis is supported tv in sgitu
vedorenic nodules, the presence of carbonate nodules in channel
lags (indicating that thev were eroded, readv formed, from the
gsurrounding sediments) and b+ the presence of calcite cements
in sandstornes, Earlv calcification proravrlyv plaved an important
role in preserving the trunks, The plant irmersed in cartonate-
rich eround water would rot slowlv, allowing parts to hTe
revlaced tv calcite (Tavlor, 1980). The cemented sediments
svrrourding the trunk would support it, preventing it from teing
crushred or overturred,



caicite vsiniet

vascular bundle

periderm cell structure

FIGURE 12

Petrified (calcified) trunk fragment
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A sumrmary of the sequence of events leading to the
preservation of the fossil trunks is shown in Figure 13.
As shown, the lower portion of the trunk is more likely to be
calcified, as it is immersed first and has less chance to rot.

Lhz/. ..
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a) Lepidodendron  growing in peat swomp

b) killed by an infiux of sediment
from prograding ievee —top of

c) filled plant blown off

S

FIGURE 13

Mode of preservation of
upright trunks in upper Morien
strata near Table Head.

infilled

facies Fi:
fine-grained sandstone
and mudstone

d) burial, coalification,
uplift and exposure

\)}< roots coalified
with peat
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Chapter 7 Conclusions

From the preceding data and discussion the following
conclusions are drawn:

1) The strata at Tatle Head were devosited in an alluvial plain
with meandering channels, Major phvsiograpric features of
alluvial plains are represented in the sub-assemtlages defined:
channel (thick-tedded sandstones), levee (coarseﬁing-up—mixed
csandstone), and flood plain (coal-rixed finres),

2) The clastic sediments were derived frorm a metamorphic source
terrain. Paleocurrents irdicate a source to the southwest, with
possible input from local taserent highs,

3) The coal seams near Tavtle Yead are continuous, tut thin and
of poor gualitv, "Shalev partings commorly comprise 50 percent of
seams, Thev are vpresently uneconcoric,

L) Fossil trunks of Lepidodendror were preserved b+ infilling with
sediment and v calcificatiorn of vplant partz. Farlyr cerentation
of sediments mav have aided preservation,

bu/. ..
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Recommendations for Future Work
A closer examination of the fossil trunks mav reveal

the extent of each tvvoe of preservation. Features such as bark
scours and sediment drapes mar reveal the timing of preservation,

bs/...
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hriplogv; FecCraw-Hill Fook Companv 5ECp,
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Task

Fieldwork
Literature search
Lar work

Seminar prevaration
Writing

Draftine

Appendix A

Work Schedule

Time

hours

hours
hours
hours
hours

hours

C hours
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