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Canadian firm wins 
competition to restore 

old Halifax buildings 
A Halifax constru ct ion firm work ing 
wi th local architects and engineers 

Duffus Romans Kundzin s and 
Rounsefe ll have beaten out a San 
Francisco developer teamed with 

Ha lifax fin anciers (and Quebec 
architects Tessier Courriveau 

& Lefebvre) in the recent 
developer proposal competit ion 

t o restore a group of 19th C. bui ld
ings on the Halifax waterfront 

(A/C9/7/71 ). 
The winning scheme, subm itted by 

Stevens & Fi ske Construction Ltd. , 
and ill ustrated here, wou ld t urn 

the area into a "h istoric precinct" 
and a "self-contained community·· . 
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The identity of th e old buildings 
would be preserved but they wou ld 

be serviced to modern standards. 
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Landscaping, paving and street 
f urn iture would further reinforce 

the area·s hi storic nature. Green 
spaces wou ld mark it s bounda ries 

and limited vehicular access 
wou ld make th e area a pedestrian 

haven. 
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THE PROFESSION 
AND TAX REFORM 
How architects can plan 
for the change to accrual 
accounting 
It appears unlikely that the proposed 
implementation date of January 1, 
1972 for the Government's Income 
Tax Reform will be achieved. There
fore, taxpayers may have more time 
to prepare themselves for these 
changes than was originally antici
pated. Perhaps the most important 
change affecting architects will be 
the requirement that professionals 
report their income on a modified 
accrual basis. Here, Keith Sandford 
of Foster Business Services, Ottawa, 
a tax consultant for the RAIC, 
reviews the jituation and makes 
some suggestions about how archi
tects can prepare themselves for 
this change. 

The White Paper on Tax Reform 
which was presented to the House 
by the Minister of Finance some two 

transitional prov1s1ons which in 
effect provide a reserve of deferrable 
income for tax purposes which is 
equa l to the value of the accounts 
receivable at the end of the tax
payer's 1971 taxation year, assum
ing the professional is operating 
on his own. 

If he is involved in a partnership 
or is a shareholder in a corporation 
there are other provisions. Basically 
the partnership provision provides 
a reserve that takes not only ac
counts receivable into the value of 
the reserve but also such items as 
depreciable property and goodwill, 
less accounts payable and mort
gages, etc. The goodwill factor to be 
reduced on a stipu lated basis over 
a period of years. Also, the new Act 
will require a corporation of profes
sionals to bring into income at least 
10 per cent of the opening accounts 
receivable reserve each year. 

Here are some examples which 
relate to a single architect in prac
tice. These would be amended 
accordingly for a partnership and / or 

lilt is essential to act now 
to minimize the impact 
of coming tax reform on 
your operations." 

years ago proposed that all profes
sionals be required to report their 
income on a full accrual rather than 
cash basis. In effect, the suggestion 
was that all accounts receivable and 
work in progress would have to be 
included as income. Offsetting this 
would be any accounts payable 
which would be included in ex
penses. In other words, the White 
Paper proposed that professionals 
be taxed as they do the work, not as 
at present- when they receive the 
cash . 

Following the White Paper, the 
RAIC and other professional groups 
advised the Parliamentary commit
tees of the inequities of such a 
change and the difficulties it would 
bring. The resulting Senate and 
House committee reports then be
came the basis for modification and 
the Tax Reform Bill was presented 
to the House of Commons in June 
1971. 

The Tax Reform Bill permits an 
architect to elect to exclude his 
work in progress from his taxable 
income. It is important to note that 
if he does not make such an election 
his work in progress must be in
cluded in his income. 

Also, if he does make such an 
election it is binding for subsequent 
taxation years unless it is revoked 
with the concurrence of the Minister 
of National Revenue. 

However, the Tax Reform Bill does 
stipulate that professionals must 
include in their income accounts 
receivable. This is known as a 
modified accrua l method of ac
counting. 

In addition, in order to soften the 
blow, the Government has proposed 
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to accommodate the corporation 
requirements noted above. They do, 
however, illustrate the principle in
volved. 

Basically the situation is that the 
architect will continue to operate as 
though on a cash basis. At the end 
of each fiscal year he will compute 
his accounts receivable. If the 
accounts receivable are higher in 
1972 than they were in 1971 the 
difference will be included in his 
income for tax purposes. If the 
receivables are the same, there will 
be no impact and in effect the cash 
method will be continued. If re
ceivables are lower in 1972 then 
the difference w ill be reflected in 
his income because he will have 
received the difference in cash 
throughout the year. However, this 
lower figure will be the amount of 
reserve for the subsequent taxation 
year calculations. 

Example 1 : It is assumed that an 
architect's receivables at the end of 
1971 are $100,000. If his receivables 
at the end of 1972 are also $1 00,000 
the system does not affect him at all 
(assuming he has elected not to 
include his work in progress). 

Example 2: If his receivables at the 
end of 1972 are $120,000 he must 
take the additional $20,000 into his 
income and pay tax on it. 

Example 3 : If, on the other hand, 
his receivables at the end of 1972 
are $75,000, his cash receipts will 
reflect this reduct ion and his tax 
payment will be based only on his 
cash receipts. However, for the 
subsequent taxation year his carry 
forward of accounts receivable, i.e. 
reserve, will be the new figure, 
i.e. $75,000. 

In most cases architects would 
benefit by allowing their accounts 
receivable at the end of 1971 to 
remain or take steps to insure that 
they are at a fairly high level. Th ere
fore, in addition to current billings 
he should contemplate interim bil l
ings for work in progress. Also, 
commencing in 1971 Accounts 
Payable will be deductible for tax 
purposes; therefore, it would be 
beneficial to have this figure at a 
high level at the 1972 year end. 

The situation for a new architect 
setting up shop is different. If he 
starts a practice with a 1971 year 
end it is likely that his receivables 
at the end of his second year will be 
higher than what they were at the 
end of his first year and he will lose 
the benefit of tax deferment to the 
extent of the difference. If he starts 
his practice with a year end after 
the new law goes into effect. he will 
receive no tax deferments under the 
transitional provisions. It may, there
fore, be worthwhile to establish a 
1971 year end even if you have 
only been in business a few months 
to obtain the benefit of the value of 
your accounts receivable at that 
time. 

It is noted that the proposals refer 
to the amount or the value of the 
accounts receivable at the end of 
1971 . Many of you will have closed 
your books for 1971 and will thus 
be unable to ensure that the ac
counts receivable are at the high 
level that would likely be desirable. 
You may wish to investigate the 
possibility of chang ing your year 
end. This can be done if the partner
ship changes in make up, i.e. a 
partner leaves or a new one is taken 
on. There are various other reasons 
for chang ing a year end; however, 
you must have a good reason other 
than minimizing future taxes for this 
change to be accepted by the 
Department of National Revenue. 

With respect to all these changes, 
it is essent ial that you consult your 
professional tax advisors to ensure 
that the proper steps are taken to 
comply with and minimize the im
pact of the new taxation provisions 
on your operations. 

In addition to the change to a 
modified accrual method of report
ing income, there will be other 
extensive changes in the tax treat
ment of professional partnerships. 
These matters also require your 
attention and decisions now. 

LA PROFESSION ET LA 
REFORME FISCALE 
Comment les architectes 
peuvent se preparer aux 
changements 
II semble peu probable que Ia mise 
en vigueur de Ia retorme du gou
vernement pour/' imp6t sur le revenu 
puisse etre rea Iisee pour le 1 er 
janvier 1972, tel que propose. L es 
contribuables auront done plus de 
temps pour se pre parer aces change
ments qu'on /'avait prevu au debut. 
Le changement le plus important 
qui affectera les architectes sera 
peut-etre /'exigence que les pro-

fessionels declarent leur revenu 
suivant une formule modifiee d'exer
cice financier sur bases "accrues" . 
M . Keith Sandford, des Foster 
Business Services, a Ottawa, un 
expert conseil en fiscalite pour 
1'/RAC, fait ici une revue de Ia situa
tion et apporte quelques sugges
tions sur Ia far;on dont les archi
tectes peuvent se preparer pour ce 
changement. 

Le Livre blanc sur Ia retorme fis
cale, qui a ete presente a Ia Chambre 
des communes par le ministre des 
Finances il y a environ deux ans, 
proposait que tous les profes
sionnels soient tenus de declarer 
leur revenu selon Ia valeur du travail 
execute plutot que selon les argents 
pen;:us. Ce qui etait suggere en fait, 
c'est que tous les comptes re
cevables, et Ia valeur du travail non 
termine, soient consideres comme 
revenu. En compensation, tout 
compte payable sera it considere 
comme une depense. Autrement dit, 
le Livre blanc proposait que les 
professionnels soient imposes pour 
Ia valeur du travail en cours, et non 
pas pour l'argent qui a ete perc;:u, 
comme presentement. 

A Ia suite du Livre blanc, I' I RAC 
et d'autres groupes de profession
nels ont avise les comites parle
mentaires des injustices d'un tel 
changement et des difficultes qu'il 
occasionnerait. Les rapports des 
comites du Senat et de Ia Chambre 
des communes qui ont resulte de 
cette intervention ont servi de base 
a des modifications, et le projet de 
loi sur Ia retorme fiscale a ete 
presente a Ia Chambre des com
munes au mois de juin 1971 . 

Le projet de loi sur Ia retorme 
fiscale permet a un architecte d'op
ter d' exclure Ia valeur de son travail 
en cours comme revenu imposable. 
II est important de noter que s'i l ne 
fait pas une telle option, Ia valeur de 
son travail en cours doit etre de-
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claree dans son revenu . 
Egalement, s'il fait une telle 

option, l'architecte est lie pour les 
annees d'imposition subsequentes, 
a moins qu'elle ne soit revoquee 
avec !'approbation du ministre du 
Revenu national. 

Cependant, le projet de loi sur 
Ia retorme fiscale prescrit que les 
profession nels doivent declarer dans 
leur revenu leurs comptes rece 
vables. II s'agit Ia d'une methode 
modifiee de comptabilite d'exercice 
financier sur bases "accrues". 

En outre, afin d'amortir le contre
coup, le gouvernement a propose 
des mesures transitoires qui, en fait, 
permettent une reserve de revenu 
differe, pour les fins de l'imp6t, qui 
est egale a Ia valeur des comptes 
recevables a Ia fin de l'annee d'im
position 1971 du contribuable, en 
supposant que le professionnel 
pratique a son propre compte. 

S'il fait partie d'une societe ou 
s'il est actionnaire d'une corpora
tion, il y a d'autres dispositions 
speciales. Fondamentalement, Ia 
disposition concernant les societes 
prevoit une reserve qui englobe non 
seulement les comptes recevables 
dans Ia valeur de Ia reserve, mais 
aussi des points tels que les biens 
amortissables et Ia clientele, moins 
les comptes payables, les hypo
theques, etc. Le facteur clientele 
doit etre reduit selon une echelle 
prevue sur un certain nombre 
d'annees. Egalement, Ia nouvelle loi 
exigera qu'une corporation de pro
fessionnels calcule dans son revenu 
au moins 1 0 p. 1 00 de Ia reserve de 
comptes recevables au debut de 
chaque annee. 

Voici quelques exemples appli
cables a un architecte qui pratique 
seul. Ces exemples differeraient en 
consequence pour une societe et 
(ou) pour satisfaire aux besoins des 
exigences d'une corporation dont il 
est question plus haut. Cependant, 
ces exemples illustrent le principe 
en jeu. 

En principe, l'architecte con-

sition suivante. 
Exemple 1: Supposons que les 

comptes recevables d'un architecte 
a Ia fin de l'annee 1971 sont de 
$100,000. Si ses comptes recevables 
a Ia fin de l'annee 1972 sont egale
ment de $1 00,000, le systeme ne 
l'affecte aucunement (en supposant 
qu'il a opte de ne pas declarer Ia 
valeur de son travail en cours 
comme revenu imposable). 

Exemple 2: Si ses comptes re
cevables a Ia fin de l'annee 1972 
sont de $120,000, il doit declarer 
Ia somme additionnelle de $20,000 
dans son revenu et payer l'imp6t 
sur cette somme. 

Exemple 3: Si, d'un autre cote, 
ses comptes recevables a Ia fin de 
l'annee 1972 sont de $75,000, les 
argents qu'il a rec;;us refleteront 
cette reduction, et le paiement de 
son imp6t sera base seulement sur 
ces argents qu'il a rec;;us. Cependant, 
pour l'annee d'imposition subse
quente, son report des comptes 
recevables, c'est-a-dire sa reserve, 
sera le nouveau chiffre de $75,000. 

Dans Ia plupart des cas, les archi
tectes retireront des avantages en 
permettant a leurs comptes rece
vables a Ia fin de I' an nee 7971 de 
demeurer ce qu'ils sont, au en 
prenant des mesures pour voit a ce 
qu'ils soient a un niveau passable
ment eleve. Par consequent, en plus 
des factures deja envoyees, ils 
devraient songer a envoyer des fac
tures pour le travail qui n'est pas 
termine. De plus, a compter de 
l'annee 1971, les comptes payables 
seront deductibles pour les fins de 
l'imp6t; il sera it done avantageux de 
maintenir ce chiffre a un niveau 
eleve a Ia fin de l'annee 1972. 

La situation d' un nouvel archi
tecte qui ouvre un bureau est 
differente. S'il commence sa pratique 
a Ia fin de l'annee 1971, il est 
probable que ses comptes rece
vables a Ia fin de sa deuxieme an nee 
seront plus eleves que ce qu'ils 
etaient a Ia fin de sa premiere 
annee, et il perdra l'avantage de Ia 

~~ces points exigent votre 
attention et vos decisions 
des maintenant." 

tinuera a operer comme s'il ne 
declarait que ses argents perc;;us. A 
Ia fin de chaque exercice financier, 
il evaluera ses comptes recevables. 
Si ses comptes recevables sont plus 
eleves en 1972 qu'ils l'etaient en 
1971, Ia difference sera declaree 
comme revenu pour les fins de 
l'imp6t. Se ses comptes recevables 
sont les memes, il n'y aura aucun 
changement et Ia methode des 
argents perc;;us sera continuee. Si 
les comptes recevables sont in
ferieurs en 1972, Ia difference sera 
refletee dans son revenu, car il aura 
rec;;u Ia difference en argent durant 
l'annee. Cependant, ce chiffre plus 
bas sera le montant de Ia reserve 
pour les calculs de l'annee d' impo-
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differation d'imp6t jusqu'a con
currence de Ia difference. S'il com
mence sa pratique avec une fin 
d'annee apres I' entree en vigueur de 
Ia nouvelle loi, il ne beneficiera 
nullement de Ia differation d'imp6t 
aux termes des dispositions transi
toires. II vaudrait done peut-etre Ia 
peine d'etablir une fin d'annee 1971, 
meme s'il n'a ete en affaires que 
quelques mois, afin d'obtenir le 
benefice de Ia valeur de ses 
comptes recevables a ce moment-la . 

II est a noter que les propositions 
ont trait au montant ou a Ia valeur 
des comptes recevables a Ia fin de 
l'annee 1971. II y en a plusieurs 
parmi les architectes qui auront 
ferme leurs livres pour l'annee 1971 . 

Pour faire en sorte que les comptes 
recevables soient au niveau eleve 
souhaitable, ils voudront peut-etre 
explorer Ia possibilite de changer 
leur fin d'annee. Cela est possible si 
Ia structure de Ia societe change, 
c'est-a-dire si un societaire part ou 
si un nouveau arrive. II y a diverses 
autres raisons pour changer une fin 
d'annee, mais ils devront avoir une 
bonne raison autre que celle de 
reduire au minimum les imp6ts 
futurs pour que ce changement soit 
accepte par le Ministere du Revenu 
national. 

A l'egard de tous ces change
ments, il est essential que l'archi
tecte consulte ses conseillers fiscaux 
pour s'assurer que les mesures 
appropriees sont prises pour reduire 
au minimum les repercussions des 
nouvelles dispositions fiscales sur 
ses operations. 

En plus du changement pour une 
methode modifiee d'exercice finan
cier pour declarer leur revenu, il y 
aura d'autres changements impor
tants qui affecteront les societes de 
professionnels. Ces points exigent 
egalement votre attention et vos 
decisions des maintenant. 

AWARDS 
A year in Japan 
University of Manitoba 1969 gradu
ate Karl Stevens has been awarded 
a fellowship for one year's training 
in Japan. 

The fellowship is offered annually 
by the Shimizu Construction Co. of 
Japan to a graduate architect of the 
University of Manitoba. Stevens 
will receive a monthly salary equiva
lent to his Japanese counterpart 
at Shimizu and will also have the 
opportunity to participate in the 
architectural program at Waseda 
University. 

Stevens is also a graduate of the 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech
nology, and is currently teaching in 
the Graduate Department of Archi
tecture at the University of Toronto. 

Architecture using aluminum 
Nominations are now being received 
for the 1972 R. S. Reynolds "awards 
for distinguished architecture using 
aluminum". 

To be considered for the award, 
an architect can notify the American 
Institute of Architects, 1785 Massa
chusetts Ave., N.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20036, U.S.A. for an entry 
blank, or he may be nominated 
by others. 

Deadline for nominations is Janu
ary 14, judging (from data binders 
that will be sent to all nominees) 
will take place February 17-18. The 
winning architect will receive 
$25,000 and an original sculpture 
in aluminum. 

SEMINARS 

Structural engineering 

Such international authorities as 
Fazlur R. Kahn and J. W. Fisher will 
be headliners at the third Canadian 

Structural Engineering Conference, 
Place des Arts, Montreal, March 6, 7. 

Kahn will discuss structural sys
tems for tall buildings, and Fisher, 
the fatigue of welded steel struc
tures. Leading Canadian engineers 
will deal with new steel materials, 
steel bridge developments, the de
sign of Commerce Court, and the 
stability of frames. 

Details from the Canadian Steel 
Industries Construction Council, 
1815 Yonge St., Toronto 7. 

RAIC convention '72 

"Western Exposure '72" is the name 
of the next RAIC Annual Assembly 
-the 65th -and the above logo has 
been designed. Convention dates 
are May 31st to June 4th; the loca
tion is Victoria, B.C. Victoria archi
tect David Hambleton heads up the 
'72 host committee. 

DIED 

Maurice Payette est decede a 
Montreal le 27 octobre 1971, a 
l'age de 83 ans . 

M . Payette, ancien president de 
1'1 RAC (1958-60) , eta it fellow de 
l'lnstitut (1946) , fellow honoraire 
de I'AIA (1958) et fellow du Rl BA 
(1959) . II avait egalement ete 
tresorier honoraire, secretaire hono
raire et president de I'AAPQ (1953). 

Eric W. Haldenby 
Prominent Toronto architect Eric W. 
Haldenby, founding partner of 
Mathers and Haldenby and Fellow 
of the RAIC, died last month in 
Toronto's Sunnybrook Hospital at 
78. 

Haldenby, during World War I, 
was a member of the 48th High
landers; was awarded the Military 
Cross in 1917 for action in France. 
In 1940, as a lieutenant-colonel 
commanding the 48th Highlanders, 
he was credited with saving the 
regiment by making a safe with
drawal from France. He later be
came a brigadier in command of the 
9th Canadian Highland Brigade, and 
was made a Commander of the 
Order of the British Empire in 1944 
for service. in Italy. 

As a partner in Mathers and 
Halden by, of which his son Douglas 
is now a principal, he designed such 
Toronto buildings as the Globe and 
Mail Building and the U.S. Consul
ate. He rebuilt the west block of the 
Ottawa Parliament Buildings and 
designed the library at the Royal 
Military College in Kingston . 
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Games in a park-like setting 
It was the excitement of the setting - the landscaping, although 

on ly in its infancy, the undulating hil ls, the artific ial rivers
that impressed Toronto archi tect And re Stern who, last month, 

visited Munich and the si te of next year's Olympic Games. 
550 architects, Stern reports. are involved in the development 

of the 740 -acre site, but t he way the shape of Frei Otto's famous 
tent- like structure is cont inuous ly repeated. "makes it seem 

more like 550 Frei Ottos". 
The concept for the $400-mi ll ion installati on. just mi nutes from 

downtown Munich. belongs to Stuttgart's Gunther Behnisch 
and hi s partn ers who. in 1967. won fi rst prize in a nati onwide 

architectural competi t ion. Unlike Mexico and Tokyo , it was 
possible, in Munich, t o concentrate many facilities in one area -

Olympic Stad iu m, Olympic Vi llage, competit ion si tes, subway 
and suburban rai lway stations, tra mways and bus stops are all 

wi thin easy reach of each other. 

A 60-ft. high central plateau has 
been pushed up on the north ern lake 

shore from which th e Olympic 
Stadium, Sports Hall and Swim 

ming Stadium ca n be reached. 
By constru cting this pl atea u. 

architects were ab le t o build the 
stad ia accordin g to th e anc ient 

mode l of ea rth stadia, thus avo iding 
tower constru ctions and success

full y integrating t he stad ia into 
the landscape. 

THE PROFESSION 

Free advice and good pr 

Following the B.C. architects' suc
cess with their free architectural 
advisory service (A / C 7 121 ! 71) 
several other provinces are at varying 
stages of jumping aboard the band
wagon. 

Voluntary service is being heralded 
as a "step towards better communi
cation with community and people 
in the community" and B.C. activi 
ties not only have received the 
blessings of the RAIC, but the 
national body is encouraging other 
associations to also get involved. 

Those who are investigating the 
possibilities include Nova Scotia, 
New Brunswick, Alberta and Mani
toba. Ontario has already circulated 
a series of guidelines to " those 
Chapters who might wish to imple
ment such a program". 

The service proposed by the OAA 
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is similar to the one in B.C. in that 
it would involve one -half-hour 
interviews by appointment to result 
in either immediate solution of the 
'c lient's' problem or referral. 

In B.C. this referral is either to a 
practicing architect or, if drafting is 
req uired, to a student to "pick up a 
little pocket money as well as gain 
valuable experience". The OAA is 
telling its chapters that " members 
have the option to use interested 
volunteer students under their direc
tion and professional responsibility" . 

B.C., since its service began 
earl ier this year (it stopped during 
summer months but resumed again 
in October) , has conducted 80 
interviews ; 26 resulted in referral 
to architects; 30 to students and 
others offering drafting services; 
and the remaining 24 saw problems 
solved on the spot. 

As to the breakdown of subjects: 
19 'clients' sought help in planning 
or design of new residences ; 4, help 

in drawing plans from magazine 
sketches or manufacturers' litera 
ture ; 2, basement problems; 6, 
carport or sundeck difficulties; 18, 
miscellaneous ; 6, ski cabins or 
summer retirement homes ; 13, in
terior or exterior house renovations; 
12, bedroom or recreation room 
additions. 

How referral is 'divvied' up 

In A / C 9/7 / 71 Winnipeg architect 
Brian Crawley, interested in B .C.'s 
experiment, wondered how jobs 
were referred by the free advisory 
service. Although it seems, on the 
surface, that referral results from a 
combination of ' those who do the 
work reap the benefits' and 'the luck 
of the draw', Advisory Service Com 
mittee Chairman R. J . Bickford is 
quick to point out that financial 
rewards are rather "minimal" . Mr. 
Bickford replies to Mr. Crawley 
below : 

Our system is based on the principle 
of voluntary help. In our current 
newsletter to members, we asked 
them to submit their names if 
interested in donating their time to 
conduct the Saturday free sessions. 
They will be listed for duty in the 
order they respond. At the inter
views, they are encouraged to 
describe the services architects offer, 
including their own as they see fit, 
and wherever appropriate to the 
case. As well, they give such advice 
as is possible in the time available. 
There is a nice balance to be 
achieved between encouraging 
members and students to participate 
in a broad public relations approach 
and responding to a person with a 
specific problem. We feel it neces
sary to answer the public demand 
for knowledge across the broadest 
spectrum, giving the greatest num
ber of members a chance to display 
their talents in a variety of ways. 
Hopefully, this will result in the best 
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The main f eat ure of the Munich 
Olympic skyli ne, and th e showplace 

of the Games. w ill be the 21,000 
sq. ft. ten t roof coverin g th e Olympic 

Stadium, Indoor Sports Hall and 
Swimming Stad ium. Th e t ent roof 

consists of a steel cable net wi th 
2'6" x 2'6" mesh spanned over py

lons and pi ll ars. The roof material 
is acry lic glass. 

type of public relations for mem 
bers of the profession, namely by 
personal recommendation . 

Any work resulting from the inter
view is regarded as a bonus- if 
profitabl e. It is common knowledge 
much of the work in this field shows 
little financial reward. 

I was glad to read of Mr. Crawley's 
support of another project in which 
w e and other associations are 
actively engaged -the rewriting of 
our code of eth ics. What we need, 
to be effective in this venture, is the 
active support of our members, 
many of whom appear quite apa
th et ic towards change. 

R. J. Bickford, Vancouver 

Coming- the age of the 
jet -set architect 
Architects from many countries 
meeting at the World Conference 
on Reciprocity for Architects in 
Amsterdam last month agreed in 
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principle that " architects be allowed 
to practice freely among countries 
and that the services of arch itects 
should be available to all people of 
the world". 

To this end the group made a 
resolution that a yearly International 
Relations Conference of Architects 
be established, open to all interested 
countries. This conference, they 
suggested, should "for the time 
being" be affiliated with the Na
tional Council of Architectural Regis
tration Boards and the Architectural 
Registrat ion Council of the United 
Kingdom and, that its first meeting 
be held concurrently with th e next 
annual meeting ofthose committees. 

The purpose of the new confer
ence would be to study and recom
mend a methodology for : recogni
tion and accrediting internationally 
accepted standards of architectural 
education; defining and establish
ing internationally accepted stand
ards of professional training and 

experience (exclusive of discipline) 
beyond academic qualifications; 
and specifying special conditions 
that must be recognized in particular 
regions and countries. 

BOOKS 

Research bibli ography 

Documents published in 1970 relat
ing to Canadian urban affairs are 
listed in the latest Urban and 
Regional References Supplement 
published by the Canadian Council 
on Urban and Regional Research. 

The 133-page soft cover book is 
an annotated, classified, and indexed 
bibliography of over 700 papers. It 
is a supplement to Urban and 
Regional References 1945-1969 
published earlier this year with over 
7,000 entries. 

The next supplement, to cover 
research in late '70 and '71 , is to 

be distributed early in 1972 and 
CCURR is looking for input for this 
next document. To let it know about 
your research project or to order 
copies of previous supplements 
contact Valerie Shelton, Editor, 
CCURR, Suite 511 , 151 Slater St., 
Ottawa K1 P 5H3. 

A w hole ce ntury of Ameri ca n 
arch itecture 
The Legacy of Albert Kahn. The 
Detroit Institute of Arts, 1970, 184 
pages, 288 illustrations. 

Th is is a catalogue .of an exhibition 
of the work of Albert Kahn from 
1888 to 1942, and of Kahn 's associ
ates, "the legatees," from 1942 to 
1970. It includes a short biography 
written by Mr. W. Hawkins Ferry 
and an account of the continuation 
of the practice written by Professor 
Walter B. Sanders of the University 
of Michigan. It is thus very nearly an 
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account of a whole century of 
American architecture. 

That Albert Kahn was an efficient 
and successful architect is no sur
prise but the extent of his ability as 
presented in this catalogue is. The 
intention of the exhibition was to 
present the scope of Kahn's creative 
genius so that it is not at all selec
tive, as other works have been. 
Therefore, it seems to ignore Kahn's 
unique position as the supreme 
industrial architect of the automotive 
industry -the innovator of the huge 
single floor, production-line, day
lit. factory building . Kahn's residen
tial work is stiff and not at all 
inventive. Most of it consists of 
immense but rather banal country 
houses for Detroit tycoons. The best 
of these vast houses are modeled 
upon the work of Charles Platt, 
whom his biographer tells us he 
greatly admired. The worst are 
Grosse Pointe Tudor. The early com
mercial buildings, on the other hand, 
seem to have a lasting appeal and in 
fact many of them are still in use 
whereas most of the great houses 
have already been demolished. In 
the design of these commercial 
buildings one can detect a talented 
architect working from the basis of 
a tidy structural frame, to produce 
handsome rooms and pleasant fa-
9ades, cleverly decorated by patterns 
derived from building materials and 
methods of construction. 

It is the major industrial work of 
the last six to eight years of his life 
which shows his most powerful 
contribution to architectural devel
opment. All of the great work seems 
to occur after his extraordinary 
Russian experience in the early 
thirties, but in spirit it seems to owe 
more to Gropus than to anything 
Kahn may have seen in Russia . The 
Republic Steel Corporation Mills in 
Cleveland in 1936; the Chrysler, 
Ford and General Motors plants in 
or near Detroit in 1936-37 and 38; 
The Glen Martin aircraft factories in 
Baltimore in 1937 ; the Ohio Steel 
Foundry in Lima, Ohio in 1938 ; 
The Chrysler Corporation Tank Ar
senal in Warren, Michigan in 1941 ; 
The American Locomotive Machine 
Shop in Auburn, New York in 1942 ; 
The Amertorp Corporation, Torpedo 
plant in Chicago in the same year 
and finally the Chrysler Corporation 
Dodge Truck plant also in Chicago 
a year later are examples of superb 
industrial work that appears to be 
entirely uncontrived and possibly 
the most confident American build
ings ever built. 

The later buildings of his associ
ates in comparison appear to be only 
average good work and show no 
consistent architectural manner. 

The catalogue deserves to be in 
all collections of American architec
ture and is a good supplement to the 
earlier work "The Industrial Archi 
ture of Albert Kahn Inc. " , by George 
Nelson, Architectural Book Publish
ing Co. Inc., which emphasized the 
industrial buildings and gave no 
hint of all the fancy houses. 

J . Bland, Montreal 
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PRACTICE 
Ontario to talk to architects 
about greener pastures 
Architects interested in providing 
services abroad can, for $30, partici
pate in a conference on Capital 
Projects Abroad being sponsored by 
the Ontario Department of Trade 
and Development at the Skyline 
Hotel November 17, 18. 

The purpose of the conference is 
to : "review the contribution that 
Canadian firms can make to capital 
projects abroad ; examine the prob
lems in obtaining business in over
seas capital projects and focus on 
some of the tools and aids which 
are available in this regard; explore 
new ideas for expansion in this 
critical segment of our economy; 
maintain a level of discussion reflect
ing the experience of seasoned 
exporters." 

OAA president Frank Nicol says 
he queries why the government is 
sponsoring conferences such as this 
one, and why it is making state 
ments like "there is no doubt that 
Ontario has the expertise and manu
facturing competence to meet inter
national competition in many fields 
[including architecture]", when 
Premier Davis looks to the U.S. and 
Buckminster Fuller to design a 
mixed-use project for the un
highwayed portion of the Spadina 
Expressway (A / C 10 /25 /71) . Per
haps this will be a topic for dis
cussion? 

N.S. architects try to find 
out w ho's stealing their 
hay - and w hy? 
Architects outside Nova Scotia are 
getting a lion's share of jobs in that 
province while Nova Scotia archi
tects are getting only crumbs of 
work outside. 

To find out why, and what to do 
about it, the Nova Scotia Associa
tion of Architects earlier this year 
formed a committee. That commit 
tee's findings are now compiled, 
the questions are partially answered 
and the results, disarmingly frank, 
are now available. 

A number of the problems, it 
seems, are specific to that province 
of only 32 architectural firms, but 
many more are caused by the same 
thorn that is in every architect's side 
- the lack of public understanding 
about what an architect's function is. 

NSAA Investigating Committee 
Chairman Ojars Biskaps described 
the task of exploring the erosion of 
the N.S. architects' jobs as difficult. 
Not the least of the problems, he 
said, involved the fact that some of 
the NSAA "amateur sleuths" (the 
fact finding committee included 
Biskaps and four others) reached 
"dead-ends" quickly. 

The group had agreed that the 
"clinical interview approach" be 
used so that "situations and ability 
of interviewers would in no way 
carry a stigma of being narrow and 
parochial" . But, says Biskaps, "the 
persuasiveness or lack of it by inter
viewers in finding sources of infor-

mation" was a weakness. 
The committee's findings, he 

recommends, should be accepted 
as an interim statement. Further, he 
says, "the ad hoc committee should 
be replaced by a standing committee 
to collect information useful in 
improving the performance of NSAA 
members or this kind of activity 
should be added to the responsi
bilities of an existing permanent 
committee of the Association." 

The committee members probed 
five areas : urban renewal; chain 
establishments, buildings for na
tional franchises; lease-back and 
leasehold projects, developers ' 
work ; government projects ; and 
university buildings. It discovered 
one of the most recurring reasons 
for hiring "outside architects" was 
the feeling among clients that 'big 
city' architects would have more 
experience and that they have a 
reputation for getting things done 
efficiently. The names of several 
well-known Toronto firms were 
more than once mentioned as 
examples. 

Below, some of the other popular 
reasons determined by the NSAA 
committee for looking elsewhere 
for architectural services : 

-Architects located in central 
Canada are often nearer the head 
offices of building owners. This 
was the case, for example, with 
Halifax's huge Scotia Square de
velopment. Although a local firm 
was partially involved, the Scotia 
Square president told one of the 
factfinders the package dealers 
(MacAlpine Co.) with Canadian 
headquarters in Toronto, "naturally 
preferred to deal with a Toronto 
architectural firm". 

-Some questioned implied a lack 
of confidence in architects' abilities. 
Most franchised operations and 
chain companies indicated that they 
had standardized the style of build
ings for reasons of "design, image 
and economy". But one company, 
which didn't, made this startling 
statement. It said it might give a job 
to an architect and "give him leeway 
to use his design abilities as long as 
he did not interfere with [the build
ing's] function". 

- N.S. architects are felt to lack 
organization to see a big job 
through . It is also felt they work 
more slowly. In discussions about 
university buildings Nova Scotia 
architects generally fared well, but 
those criticisms that were levelled 
were aimed at the heart. In one case 
competency was questioned, says 
the report, "in matters of costing 
and sharing the university's con
cern with meeting the increase-of
cost-of-construction problem". 
Other critics indicated to the fact
finders that they felt local firms 
were "not well organized to form 
comprehensive teams for in-depth 
sustained work compared with the 
output of firms of comparable size 
elsewhere - slow" . "Established 
architects in Halifax seem to be 
detached and either don't want to 
know or are not aware of the value 
of the multitude of little things that 

seem to be important to those 
operating institutions such as uni
versities· . 

- It was felt that architects need 
to stand up and fight for what they 
think is right but often don't. This 
comment came from a developer. 
This same developer said he doesn't 
always want "yes sir" and he tends 
to get this not only locally but out
side too. He added that he thought 
most developers are prepared to 
pay whatever is necessary to get 
architects who have the sort of flair 
required to make their building a 
more distinctive place than a com
petitive building at the same cost. 

- Clients say they want to deal 
with the building's designer, and 
often get only a partner who is a 
go-between. "Partners, not design
ers, attend meetings and are in 
charge ; the authority to produce is 
thwarted by inability of firms to 
allow designers (or design teams) 
responsibility and the kind of in
centive that is being generated by 
a sense of responsibility". 

DESIGN 
Design for changes in 
medical practice 
The medical building can no longer 
be a conventional office building 
with medical tenants, says a recent 
article in an American property man
agement magazine. 

In the 50's the total medical tenant 
office building became the trend . 
Doctors shared reception and ad
ministration facilities but were pri
marily tenants. This trend continued 
through the 60's. 

Now, with group practice and the 
explosion of medical technology, 
medical buildings need new designs. 
Some of the suggested facilities in
clude : (1) Centralized administrative 
offices, common waiting areas and 
receptionist control. Provision should 
be made for data processing, central 
appointment scheduling and chart 
retrieval and return. (2) Modular 
consultation and multiple examina
tion suites. (3) Modular treatment 
areas apart from examination suites 
for the use of para-medical assist
ants. (4) Optical, dental and phar
maceutical facilities . (5) Adequately
sized X-ray, lab and operatory 
modules. 

CLASSIFIED 

$2 per line for RAIC members 
All others, $3 a line. 

Practice notes 
Nicol, Schoales, Ream, McBain 
Architects, have relocated their 
offices at 212 King St. West, Suite 
102, Toronto 129, Telephone (416) 
864-1347. 

Vacation house for rent 
For rent Eleuthera, Bahamas. 4 twin
bedroom, 2-bath house on sea, 
completely equipped, weekly maid, 
$50 daily for 4. Weekly, monthly, 
family rates on request. Box 176 
c / o Architecture Canada. 

A rchitecture Canada 



Sound specifications: 
One source of supply 
One source of responsibility 

November 8, 1971 

JOHNS-MANVILLE not only supplies just 
about the widest range of acoustical 
and decorative ceilings of anyone in Canada 
but also installs them . We operate the largest 
acoustical ceiling contracting business 
in the country. When you specify 
Johns-Manville we stand behind the 
complete job-right from initial design to 
final installation . 

No other major manufacturer in 
Canada can offer this total service. 

!J~ Johns-Manville 

Johns-Manville Total Service 
a sound proposition 
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11,000 SO. YDS. OF COMFORT UNDER 
5 MILLION SCUFFING FEET, ONTARIO PLACE 
Another big job calling for Cush-n-Tred Series 1700 foam rubber 
carpet cushion! More proof that Cush-n-Tred is Canada's most 
wanted line of contract carpet cushions. 

Cush-n-Tred 1700 is made of high-density foam rubber 
with countless uniform microcells, not large holes. 
Microcells act like tiny springs, giving extra years of 
soft resilience for extra-long wear. 

Cush-n-Tred 1700 has a strong, natural jute 
backing . It 's non-tox ic, non-allergenic , 
mildew-resistant, and virtually odour-free. 

Satisfy your clients with Cush-n-Tred 
carpet cushion in fibre or foam rub
ber. See your C. G. C. Architect 
Service Representative or write 
Canadian Gypsum Co. , Ltd ., 
25 Clayson Road , Weston , 
Ontario. 

Ontario Place, Toronto • Architect: Craig , Zeidler & Strong • General Contractor: Dept. of Public Works , Province of Ontario. 
Construction Manager: John Nei lson Management, LTD. 
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