
A 'with-it' planning study 
One idea expressed in the new planning report from Burnaby. B.C. is 
that an area that is auto-oriented anyway should become a "positive 
statement of a current cultural condition." In the pop tradi t ion of 
Bob Venturi. Denise Brown and gu ru journalist Tom Wolfe "buildings 
would become signs and images buildings." For more. see pages 4 and 5. 

Expansion for Scarborough College 
Scarborough College, the 1960's architect ural triumph 

that brought international fame to Toronto archi tect 
J ohn Andrews. is about to become half as big aga in. The 

new addi tion (167.000 sq . ft.) will be one of several in 
th e next few yea rs (see master plan below) being keyed 

to enrolment projections. When fully grown. say the 
archi tects (again the And rews f irm but th is t ime without 

Page and Steele) th e College w hich is now bu rsting 
at th e seams w it h just less than 2,000 students will 

accommodate 5.000. 
" Feedback," says Andrews partner John Simpson. has 

played a large part in the programming and planning of th e 
addit ions. The section about to be bu ilt (see right ) 

is being designed for maxi mum flexi bility. Partitions 
w ill be non-structural. Seminar spaces will be easi ly altered 

to accommodate varying numbers of students. 
The gym end of the new wing w ill be a st udent recreation 

area w ith common rooms and a snack bar. Locker areas 
down the spine. says Simpson. will be the social areas 

they should be. open to light and a view. The seminar 
rooms. offices and a dining room wi ll make up th e rest of 

this phase. Cost: approxima tely S5 mill ion. 
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CLIENT RELATIONS 

" He who pays the pi per 
calls the tune" 
" We're hereto talk about the realities, 
not the whipped cream," said the 
opening speaker of a three-day sem
inar for apartment developers in 
Toronto last month. He and others 
who followed him made it qu ite clear 
that they regard the architect as too 
often just a purveyor of whipped 
cream. 

It's the hard realities of the market 
place wh ich should determine the 
shape of apartment and townhouse 
projects ("communities" is the new 
word, and the people who live in 
these " communi ties" are " residents", 
not tenants) . And it's up to the 
architect to follow rigidly what his 
developer client tells him the market 
place demands. 

Into this somewhat hostile " en
vironment" (another of the current 
cliches) went Toronto architect Jack 
Klein, whose firm, Jack Klein and 
Henry Sears, has probably designed 
more townhouse communities than 
any other in the country and is also 
one of the most prolific. designers of 
stugent housing. Klein told his audi
ence · some of the things he has 
learned along the way. 

Effective design of multiple hous
ing, says Sears, requires good com 
munication between the architect 
and the rest of the group involved in 
the development and management 
of such projects - the architect 
should regard himself as just one 
meJllber of a problem-solving team, 
which must also involve such people 
as rental agents, ma intenance men. 

Among the points he made : 
- Early in the game, the client 
should commun icate to the archi
tect any conditional factors which 
could affect his design solution; 
- A combination of different types 
of housing in one community " en
hances the life of the total project 

.. • a group of 200 units can create its 1 -=~~~~~~~= 
own environment" ; I 
- Underground parking may turn 
out to be the least costly when land 
costs are very high; high densities 
(say 25 units /acre or more) require 
underground parking ; and "safety 
and enjoyment considerations" for 
the residents are enhanced by un
derground parking, too ; 
- Pocket redevelopments - for an 
example a small group of town
houses on the site of an old mansion 
- is emerging as a popular new type 
of housing in some cities; 
- Site development costs for town 
houses are the highest of any type; 
the kind of ownership (e.g . condo
minium or rental) has an important 
bearing on how far you go with site 
improvements; good landscaping 
can be an important merchandising 
tool ; 
- Today'stownhousedevelopments 
are no longer so closely related to 
road patterns as they used to be; 
today the trend is to deep squarish 
lots, with cars and trucks kept well 
away from pedestrian traffic and 
recreation areas. 
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Doi ng your dome 

Ask a teenager " what's so neat about 
a dome" and he's likely to give an 
answer like : " like, it's amazing" or 
" like, it's exciting." But enthusiasm 
for domes seems to be more than a 
teenage craze. 

Some commune-types when asked 
what they like about domes an 
swered : " w e like living together in a 
heap with one kitchen and lots of 
shared space; w e dig science and 
futuristic stuff, we want our home to 
have a structural bias against indi
vidualism and for communism. We 
dig doing big things together." 
Whether these comments throw any 
light on the dome mystique is a sub
ject for argument but that there is a 
mystique is not. Domes in spite of 
being around, as a building type, for 
nearly half a century are now being 
heralded as the " new indigenous 
architecture of America." 

It seems that what the enthused 
youths are fed up with (aside from 
high housing costs) are the dreary 
alternatives for self -expression found 
in most rectangular buildings. One 
first year architecture student at the 
University of Toronto says " the 
permutations and combinations for 
exciting things to happen inside a 
rectangle are limited . .. and look 
how long people have been working 
at that." 

The probability for exciting things 
to happen with domes does seem 
high : domes can be one -level or 
multi - level, there can be series of 
mezzanines inside ; the choice of 
building materials is nearly endless 
(just a few of the more unusual that 
have already been used include 
bamboo - you can grow your own, 
steel, cedar shakes and foam -
would a dome then be called a 
tome 7) . Construction patterns seem 
endless too - try tetrahedrons, zona 
hedra, etc. 

For those who want to build their 
own dome or who are just curious 
about " domania" the most compre 
hensive book on domes ever pub
lished has just been released by 
Pacific Domes, a non-profit educa
tional corporation in California . (See 
a sampling from it, left) . "Dome
book Two" (Pacific Domes pub
lished a smaller Domebook One last 
spring) packaged in an exciting way 
tells everything about domes from 
simple how-to to advanced dome 
math. It even includes a chapter on 
"how to deal with the established 
building industry and its bankers, 
architects and inspectors." 

Cost $4.00. Available in Canada 
from Random House. 

All about condominiums 
Who buys condominium town 
houses and apartments 7 What do 
the people who buy them like (or 
dislike) about them 7 

The answers to these questions 
and others appear in a unique study 
being done for CMHC by Condo 
minium Research Associates, Toron 
to. CRA partners, architect Herschel 

Okun, lawyer and organizational 
expert M urray Blankstein and econ 
omist specializing in urban affairs 
Martin ter Woort, started their study 
in 1969, shortly after establishing 
their firm. One of the first tasks they 
set themselves was to look at all 
condominiums in Canada and more 
than half in the U.S. That part of the 
job is now complete and has re
sulted in a w eighty document on 
owners and lenders. The next phase, 
making some recommendations, is 
now underway. 

Architect Okun says that his in
volvement is more as an " informed 
consumer" than as an architect. His 
aim is to help the team find out what 
condominium owners "really want" 
rather than what they think they 
want - "to trade some of the trim
mings for genuine advantages," he 
says. 

Below, some of the highlights of 
the user survey : 
- 91 .7 per cent of condominium 
townhouses and apartments are 
occupied by families. 
- Average age of the male head of 
the household is 32; the women is 
30.5 years old. Only 1 0 per cent of 
those surveyed are 45 years or older. 
- The average condomjum house
hold has 3.15 persons ; 1.2 children 
whose average age is 6.8 years. 
- More than 40 per cent of the men 
and almost 30 per cent of the women 
had at least some university educa
tion . 
- Half the women work, full or part 
time. About a third of the men and 
the women who work are profes
sionals or technicians. 
- Average 1970 family income was 
$11 ,809. Only 8.9 per cent of the 
families earned less than $7,000 a 
year. 
- For most of the respondents, it 
was the first house they owned. 
Seven out of eight owners had been 
tenants, more than half in apart
ments. 
- Condominium owners like the 
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Zoops ! 

Burglar proof bank? 
Security. naturally, was one of the basic 

criteria for the new Bank of Montreal at Mountain and 
McGregor in Winnipeg and. says the branch manager. the way the 

interior was designed "a holdup person could never be sure 
he was watching everyone." The new bank. by 

Gustavo da Roza. features a circula r tellers' area (with a 
t ime-saving rotary savings ledger also designed by 

da Roza). a safety deposi t area behind a sliding 
gate and a staff lounge on a second storey balcony. 

Th e brightly accented interior is further en lived by 
a Ken Lochhead mural. 

After noting that the Metro Toronto Zoo 
(A/C. 7 /21 /71) was " the only major zoo 
to be founded in the 1970s." A/C learned that if anything . 
the '70s cou ld be called the decade of the new zoo. 
Frankfurt. Germany is getting one. the already famous San Diego 
zoo is developing a whole new animal sanctuary outside the 
city. and Minnesota is planning a S32-million zoo just south of Minneapolis. 
The Minnesota Zoo (below). which has just been delayed for money reasons 
but should be open by 1977. is to be a series of undulating structures which will conform 
to the natural terrain. 

Transporta tion Main Service 
System Concourse 

Underwater Viewing 

Pedestrian Walk 

Tropical Forest 

Service 

Service 

Canada 's first factory built hospital 
Fabtec Structures Ltd . of North Vancouver 
says that it hopes architects will recognize the advantages 
of the factory-built modular system fo r hospitals. but 
this hospit al (left) was designed by Fabtec itself. 
Construction time for the 1 8.000 sq. ft. facility was six months 

size of rooms, kitchen layouts. loca
tions and patios or balconies. They 
dislike the lack of soundproofing, 
parking, recreational facilities and 
the quality of construction. 
- Most owners chose a condomin
ium because it was with in their 
means, less expensive than semi
detached ownership and offered 
small down payments and good 
mortgage terms. 
- Average price paid for a condo
minium townhouse was $21 ,121 
and $18,812 for an apartment. About 
half the prices ranged between 
$17,000 and $21 ,000. 
- 80 per cent pay between $15 and 
$30 a month in maintenance charges. 
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(in the dead of win ter) and its 25 12' by 60' factory-built modules were 
transported over 600 miles by road to a si te 100 miles north of Prince George. 
B.C. Cost $720.000. 

Most owners prefer that they or an 
independent management company 
be responsible for maintenance. 
- Three out of every four condo
minium townhouse owners indi 
cated a future preference for single 
detached housing. 

SEMINARS 
Towards democratic planning 
The Association of Finnish Archi 
tects is holdings its fifth seminar 
(in English) in Helsinki, Finland, 
August 23- 27. The theme is " To 
wards Democratic Planning - Archi 
tecture and Urban Planning under 
Different Social Systems." Contact 

the Seminar Secretariat : Mrs. Riitta 
Skogstrom, Association of Finnish 
Architects, Unioninkatu 30, 00100 
Helsinki 10. A trip to Leningrad is 
planned after the seminar. 

Concrete convent ion 
Systems building and seismic con
struction will be two topical areas of 
discussion at the Prestressed Con
crete Institute's annual convention 
at the Los Angeles Hilton, Septem
ber 19- 23. A new PC\ design hand
book, to be published in early 
September, will also be distributed 
and explained. Presenting awards to 
designers of outstanding, precast 

1 prestressed concrete buildings of the 

year will be RAIC past president / 
Gordon R. Arnott . 

Schools 
"School Bu ilding Design & Con 
struction - An Urgent Reappraisal " 
is the theme of a conference on 
school construction methods and 
procedures at the 1971 Canadian 
Education Showplace, Exhibition 
Park, Toronto, October 28- 30. Ar
chitects, consulting engineers, con
tractors and education officials will 
take part in the conference on sub
jects ranging from the changing 
roles of the building and design 
team to purchasing procedures and 
mixed use buildings. 
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Urban structures - a long-range plan for Burnaby, B.C. 
based on new urban design guidelines 
Flexibili ty to cope wi th a fas t-changing world is the keynote of a new planning 
study for th e Vancouver area's largest municipality. Burnaby. Its au th or is 
Gerard Sixta. the municipa lity's long -range planner. 
Sixta says Grea ter Vancouver is more fortuna te than many other ci t ies . 
"wi th our environment not ye t ruined and our options not yet c losed." In order 
to take advan tage of this happy state. Six ta and his staff have prepared a 
progressive planning report which reflects so much of recent planning theory tha t 
it may well come to be regarded as some kind of urban design textbook. 

The document proposes an "intermittant -type grid" to produce a structured 
urban environment "wi th economy, identi ty and qua lity, capa ble of accommoda ting 
physical. economic and socia l change." Its planning goals are kep t flexible 
wi th th e inevi tabi lity of such change in mind. Possib le deve lopment policies 
and prog rams are described which would achieve certain stated object ives. 
Th e va ri ous roles and interact ions of differen t levels of governm ent are all owed for. 
And- perh aps most importantly- th e report seeks to invo lve people and 
crystall ize some of their desires and aspi ra t ions. 
Growing publ ic awareness of th e importance of a qua lity envi ronmen t is ci ted 
by Burnaby planning director Antony Parr as a major factor in making such a plan 
possible at this t ime. It also helped that : 1) large areas of centrally loca ted 
land are st il l undeveloped: 2) a comprehensive public transportation system is 
being discussed (A/C. 9/11 /70): and 3) th e existence of a Greater Vancouver 
Regiona l Distric t provides a vehicle for all local municipali t ies to discuss matters 
of mutual concern. 
The intermittent grid idea was suggested by studies of both actual and theoretical 
ci ty growth pa tterns. Such grids. the report says. are "no longer the gridi ron 
streets of the 19th century. but wide-mesh grids which may not even be perceived 
on the ground." An in termi ttent grid is described as one which "stra tifies 
development to make it more amenable- high and low concentrations act as 
mutu al relief." The gri d goes far beyond exis ting municipa l boundaries to cover 
the entire Lower Mainland area. It suggests how neighboring communi t ies are 
likely to regroup under pressure of growth. Future "new town" locations are 
suggested both wi thin and beyond already developed areas. It produces traffic 
surrounded nodes which are free of cross movement. And it is flexible enough not 
to requ ire new environmental standards at every step along th e way. 

A la rge pa rt of the new Burnaby planning study concentrates on the 
activi t ies (i t ca lls them shaping policies) which affect a ci ty- settl ement. 

Circu lation. green space and employment locations (top to bottom 
in diagram ri ght ). The pattern of each of these "shaping policies" would 

be molded to fi t in to the ci ty's grid and when pu t together would form 
the master plan . This master plan would then be a coordina ting 

framework- "an infrastru cture"- over which basic policies cou ld be 
transformed into zoning maps. street alightments and by-laws. 

ECOLOGY 
Airport impact 
Scientists from five Quebec univer
sities are undertaking a pioneer 
ecological study of the site of the 
new International Airport at Ste . 
Scholastique. 

Their aim is to assist developers in 
reducing to a minimum the airport's 
effect on the existing environment, 
to develop expertise in Canada on 
large-scale environmental studies 
and to develop a modus operandi 
for future studies. One important 
factor under consideration will be 
the potential bird hazard at the 
new airport. 

The project, headed by professor 
Pierre Dansereau, is being admin -
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istered initially by the Universite de 
Montreal under a contract with 
NRC and the Ministry of Transport 
which have contributed $1 00,000 
each to the project. Dr. Dansereau 
calls their involvement " an impor
tant step forward in the area of 
social responsibility. " 

Other members of the group are : 
Dr. Andre Marsan, Universite de 
Sherbrooke ; Dr. Camille Laverdiere, 
Universite de Montreal ; Dr. Daniel 
Waltz, Sir George Williams Univer
sity ; Dr. Roger Bider, McGill Uni 
versity ; Dr. Peter Clibbon, Universite 
Laval ; and Dr. Jean-Noel Fortin, 
Universite de Montreal. No archi
tects are involved. 

The Department of Regional Eco
nomic Expansion, the Department 

of Energy, ines and ResourcesM 
(Geological Survey of Canada) , the 
Canadian Wildlife Service and the 
Government of Quebec will also 
co-operate in the study, the first of 
its kind in Canada. 

Initial stages will take 18 months. 
Dansereau says the results will be an 
important guide to major Canadian 
airport developers in the next 25 
years. 

Veni ce in Peril 
Much of Venice is sinking at a rate of 
two and a half inches every ten years 
and UNESCO says one third of its 
art will be ruined in the next decade 
unless deterioration from dampness 
and corrosive smog is stopped. 

Donations are being accepted by the 
Venice in Peril Fund, Rooms 166 I 
167, 18 Carlton House Terrace, 
London SW1 , England. 

ARTS 
What about the RAIC medal? 
Is the RAIC awarding its allied arts 
medal to Canada's most deserving 
artists? 

Councillor Blanche van Ginkel of 
Montreal undertook a study of the 
whole arts medal program earlier 
this year and reported to the RAIC 
council in Toronto last month that 
the way the medal was being 
awarded could mean that significant 
artists were being ignored. 
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Mrs. van Ginkel expressed two 
main areas of concern . One was that 
she wondered if the present system 
(council decides the winner from 
nominations received from the asso
ciation hosting the Annual Assembly 
-councillors sometimes see a port
folio, sometimes they don't) allowed 
the award to be made not only on the 
basis of the artist's contribution to 
art allied to architecture but "on the 
basis of contribution to the art 
itself?" The other custom she ques
tioned was that of awarding the 
medal to an artist linked with the 
region where the Assembly was 
being held. This, she said, could be 
the reason the country's most signi
ficant artists were being missed. 

Mrs. van Ginkel was also con-
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cerned that since the program was 
begun in 1953, 14 out of 20 awards 
were made to sculptors and painters . 
"One might question whether the 
award might not be used to advan
tage to encourage excellence in 
other areas like industrial design) ," 
she said . 

Among Mrs. van Ginkel's other 
specific recommendations were: that 
the medal should not necessarily be 
awarded every year but only when a 
significant candidate is put forward ; 
that a committee appointed by 
council (which would include one 
non-architect member "who knows 
what's happening across the coun 
try" ) should be charged with nom
ination ; that this committee prepare 
a dossier on the candidate stating 

What might one of th e " towns" wi thin the overa ll grid system be like? 
To illust rate. the Burnaby group has designed a prototype new town in 
the shape of a horseshoe at one end of Burnaby's Deer Lake . The town. 
it says. would incorpora te existing elements and would be flanked 
by two arteri al roads connecting it wi th regional corridors and other 
towns. Its centre (top right) would be a commercia l spine. A ll vehicular 
traffic. parking and loading would be org anized around thi s spi ne and 
pedestrian activity would be di rected outwards to lower density 
residential areas. Stacked housing units with t erra ces surround ing the 
commercial core would form the high densi ty residentia l area 
(left and above). 

the case for his receiving an award of 
national significance; and that the 
RAIC should organize publicity "of 
high order quantitatively and qual
itatively." 

Mrs. van Ginkel's recommenda
tions were adopted and referred to 
the incoming RAIC executive for 
action. 

CITIES 
Getting it all together 
The urban computer model is one of 
the most significant tools being 
developed today for dealing with 
the complexity of cities. This device 
should gradually be installed (and 
be the basis for information ex-

change) in every major centre. 
This is Arthur Erickson talking 

about the problems of cities and 
steps to solve them at a recent inter
national conference in Indianapolis 
sponsored by the U.S. State Depart
ment. " Everything we have in civil
ization," says Erickson (who has 
just become the first architect to 
be awarded a $50,000 prize from 
the Royal Bank for distinguished 
achievement) "we owe to the city, 
yet North America has never ac
cepted the city, rather the city has 
come by default." 

Now he says, " we have learned 
that acting on information on one 
aspect of a situation only turns up 
another aspect that couldn't be 
foreseen and which is equally criti-
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cal." It is not only th e complex w eb 
of knowledge but the subtl e inter
relationships of all aspects of a 
situation, known and unknown, that 
is causing our difficu lties. Computer 
models although " still crude," says 
Erickson, are the tool s for probing 
th ese inter-connections. 

"It may take a decade or more to 
refin e th ese tools to the point where 
they are significantly accurate - but 
th ey are an important beginning to 
establish measuring devices for the 
effects of policy on organization ." 
(Vancouver is already testing an 
urban computer model with several 
U BC faculties, and an abbreviated 
version of the concept has also 
been tried in San Francisco (A / C, 
7 / 20 / 70) .) 

What else must be done to solve 
urbal'l problems? Erickson's sugges
tions include : a moratorium on 
building heights ; the incorporation 
of environmental goals into the 
build ing laws ; the application of 
law not so much to assess the object 
itself as its relationships with other 
objects ; and a move towards the 
complete public ownership of land. 

Another urba n policy 
Blame it on the " homesteading 
hangover" . The most popular target 
for attack in recent analysis of to 
day's society seems to be the North 
American pioneering instinct. 

The Greening of America (the 
U.S. best seller that has become a 
handbook for many progressive rev
olutionaries - architects included -
and a guidebook for confused par
ents trying to figure out what their 
" kids are all about") calls it a 
" worn-out attitude." 

Arthur Erickson (see above ) blames 
this attitude for North American 
urban problems : 

" The settler detached himself 
forcefully from his European civil
ization symbolized by the city . .. and 
faced the wilderness, meeting its 
power with his own vigor and in 
genuity. The act of homesteading 
was carried over into the new settle
ments in the form of aggressive 
independence and the ind ividuality 
of pioneering. Destruction of th e 
environment necessary for the pi 
oneer became th e behavioral mode 
- first against the land, then against 
the city, and now against himself." 

Philadelph ia urban planner and 
member of two U.S. presidential ad 
visory committees, Edmund Bacon, 
(who must be considered a moder
ate) says that homesteading thinking 
about land ownership will have to 
be modified. 

Bacon 's view s of the new city are 
a little more temperate t han those of 
today's more vocal advocates of 
change. Here's his plan for a new 
policy of action : 

1) Newly opened land should be 
divided not by an arbitrary standa rd 
lot size that disregards the ecology, 
but rath er by plots of land designed 
to assure minimum disturbance of 
nature by housing needs. 

2) Communities that are readily 
accessible to open countryside 
should include in their zon ing or-
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dinances bot h a minimum lot size for I EXHIBITIONS 
open areas to preserve essential ly 
natural features, and a maximum in Megastructure show 
other areas to provide for intensive A un ique opportun ity to see th e fan 
residentia l development. This would tastic city desig ns of Paolo Soleri 
create "an environmentally balanced is nearing the end in Ottaw a. 
commun ity." The exhibit ion mounted by t he 

3) Maximum and minimum lot- OAA Ottaw a Cha pter and oth er 
size zoning and state health codes bodies (government and private) 
should be interrelated to (a) prevent runs unt il 6.00 p.m. July 10 at t he 
squeezing individual septic tanks Government Confere nce Centre at 
into smaller and smaller lots gov- 2 Rideau St . 
erned by " vague and conflicting" Reflected in all th e works shown 
health codes, and (b) channel new (by models, photos and drawings) is 
intensive development into areas Solari 's controversial concept of 
where sew ers are installed before urban planning - he believes that 
housing is built, resulting in effi - high density cit ies (A f C, 4 /27 / 70) 
ciency and lower costs. will not only conserve land but avoid 

4) Urban growth should be di - blight, air pollution and other prob 
rected by a " carefully managed lems resulting from th e horizontal 
provision of publ ic service systems." one-level city. 
Much of today's thinking about land 
ownership stems from the home
steading days, and will have to be 
modified - though not abrogated -
by new regulatory concepts. 

5) Growth should be managed to 
control linear, open-ended growth 
of cities. He also recommends clus
tered intensive development, and 
" the provision of t ransportation fa 
cilities keyed in with public services 
in order to make an articulate and 
amenable total development." 

6) The city should temporarily 
assume privately-owned land that 
has been abandoned, for a " new 
kind of homesteading" for both 
inner-city inhabitants seeking new 
homes in the area and suburbanites 
wishing to retu rn to the city. Bacon 
also recommends a single basic 
utility core that would provide all 
utilities, including heat and plumb
ing, the unit to be owned and 
serviced by a public utility. 

Typical of his work is th e " dam 
city" above. Since dams involve 
great expenditures of money, pro 
duce large structures, and create 
extensive changes in the surround 
ing environment, Soleri says, man 
should be introduced into the life of 
th e dam. The dam might contain an 
entire town with its industry within 
the dam and dwellings on th e out
side surface exposed to light and air. 

7) Skillful interact ion of the six 
principles should be "achieved by a 
new public awareness of underlying 
issues coupled with purposeful man 
agement of public service delivery 
systems . .. directed toward a clear 
overall concept for th e region." RAIC /I RAC 

----~-----------------
OUTLOOK 
A cynic' s poetry? 
A / C received this poem on the back 
of a change of address notice from 
Vancouver architect Roger Kemble : 

As clouds wisp by. 
Here am I 
On a toadstool 
Weaving complex inventions 
To fit my preconceptions 
Of a distant dream 
That I put upon you 
As hard earned 
Research information ; 

The man who knows it all. 

M r. Century Twenty-one. 
The educated expert . 
Gives the world permission 
To make its daily 
Revolutions 'round the Sun, 
With the sullen overconfidence 
That there is knowledge 
Simply to be found. 

M r. Kemble's new address, by the 
wa y, is 2045 Wh yte A venue, Van 
couver 9 . 

U.I.A. 
Lors de l'assembiE~e de I' U.I.A. a 
Bariloche en 1969, Ia nouvelle struc
ture des organes de travail de 
I'Union tell e que proposee par le 
secretaire general a ete adoptee par 
le conseil. 

II y aura desormais, quatre com 
missions regionales de Ia Formation 
de l'architecte, et autant de I'Exer
cice de Ia Profession, composees 
chacune de 7 membres pour les 
groupes geographiques I (Europe) 
II (Afrique et Bassin Mediterraneen) 
Ill (Ameriques) et de 5 pour le 
groupe IV (Asie et Au stralie) . 

L'ensemble des quatre " Commis 
sions regionales" constitue Ia " Com
mission" proprement dite. Chaque 
commission region ale devrait se 
re unir une fo is par an ; tous les trois 
ans est prevu e une " Assemblee 
general e" des quatres commissions 
regionales. 

La responsabilite de Ia commis
sion de Ia Formation, avec secre
tariat centra l a New York, est 
assum ee par l e vice- presi den t 
Schwartzman. Les Sections ont ete 

invitees a sou mett re cand idatures et 1 

invi tations pour une eventuelle re
union. 

Pour Ia commission regional e du I 
groupe Ill (Ameriques) les 7 sec 
tions membres sont le Canada, les 
U.S.A., le Brasil , I' Argentine, Cuba, I 
I' Equateur et le Venezuela. La cand i
dature du Canada comme section 
hotesse a ete acceptee et les sec
tions membres delegueront cha cune 
un representant expert dans le 
domaine de Ia Formation architec
turale a Ia conferen ce qui aura lieu 
a Ia Maison Stanley, New Richmond, 
Que. du 26 au 30 juillet 1971 . Le 
logement, Ia nourriture et le trans
port . . . aller-retour des delegues 
(Montreal- New Richmond) sont 
gracieusement offerts par le Conseil 
des arts du Canada. 

Le delegue pour Ia Section Cana 
dienne est le professeur Douglas 
Shadbolt directeur de l'ecole 
d'architecture de l'universite Carle 
ton a Ottawa, qui agira comme 
president de Ia commission re 
gionale et le secretariat pour Ia 
conference est assure par I' I RAC 
a son siege social. 

PEOPLE 

Another laurel for Arthur Erickson -
the Nova Scotia Technical College 
during its Spring convocation con 
ferred on him an honorary Doctor of 
Engineering . In his introduction Dr. I 
Peter Manning, Director of the 
School of Architecture at NSTC, 
said that "Those who believe in the 
social consequences of architectural 
design must also believe that Mr. 
Erickson has made a distinctive con
tribution to certain contemporary 
forms of social confrontation and in 
tra -university disputation. Although 
university traditions recognize out
side achievements in a rather illusory 
fashion, the NS Tech was gratified 
in having had its chance to pay 
tribute to a successful practitioner 
and an outstanding spokesman for 
the architectural profession ." 

Montreal eng ineer Donald G. La 
plante is new director of the 
Materials Branch of t he Department 
of Industry, Trade and Commerce. 
Laplante has been active in the 
formation of the BEAM (Bui lding 
Equipment Accessories and Ma
terials) program, and w as from 1968 
to 1970 chief of the Construction 
Division in the M ateria ls Branch. 
He served also last year on the 
Prices and Incomes Commission. 

Edmonton architect George W. Lord 
is the new Specificat ion Writers 

Associat ion presi
dent . Lord, a part
ner in t he f irm of 
Wynn,Rule,Hanna, 
Forbes, Feldberg, 
Sc hmidt Archi
tects, Engineers, 
Interior Designers, 
is a Fellow of the 
RAIC, and past 

president of t he Alberta Association 
of Architects. He succeeds J ames 
Findlay of Vancouver. 

Architecture Canada 



Here's a beautiful way to lower wall cost. 
It's been done. This electrically-heated town house devel
opment in Quebec City combined the advantages of TTW 
brick with the insulation that has no 'equivalent"-Styrofoam* 
plastic foam . Now, this wall system is the standard specifi
cation. Why? Because it answered the owner's aesthetic, 
thermal and structural requirements at a saving of 20%. 
Details overleaf ... 

"Trademart of The Oow Chemrca1 Company 

~DOW CHEMICAL OF CANADA, LIMITED 



Developers: La Federation Co -op Habitat du Quebec 

This simple wall system using Styrofoam insulation 
offers exceptional savings without restricting 
design freedom . 
Once in a while. a simple combination of con
ventional materials produces an unusual cost 
breakthrough-wi thout sacrificing aesthetic or 
design scope. 

Such a breakthrough has been found in the wall 
system used by La Federation Co -op Habitat du 
Quebec in an electrically-heated 300-home proj
ect in Duberger. a suburb of Quebec City. The 
result was a thermally efficient wall at 20% less 
cost compared to conventional solid masonry or 
balloon frame. 

The wall system is simplicity itself: a single course 
of TTW brick. (conventiona l doub le course unit 
masonry cou ld be used but w ith some loss in 
economy) with 1" or 2" thick boards of Styro
foam* SM plastic foam insulation glued directly 
to the interior surface using Dow Mastic #7 (a 
high tack adhesive designed speci fically for such 
applications). followed by gypsum wallboard. or 
panelling of your choice. also affi xed with Dow 
Mastic #7. 

That's it. except for wood nai ling strips. the same 
thickness as the Styrofoam . at floor and cei ling 
junctures for mechanical fastening of the drywa ll . 
The high compressive strength of Styrofoam pro
vides excellent continuous support. 

The result is a load - or non - load bearing wall that 
meets the National Building Code. It is ideally 
suited for electri ca ll y heated buildings because it 
has a permanent high thermal efficiency. No 
vapour barrier is needed in most app li cat ions 
because Styrofoam SM has a very low 0.6 perm 
rating . 

The 0 .20 "k" factor of Styrofoam SM is lower 
than other types of Styrofoam and. when equi
valent cost is figured in . is way ahead of any 
other insulation . It is also flame -retardant (se lf 
extinguishing); will not susta in mold growth ; 
provides no food value for rodents or vermin; 
and won't absorb water. 

The more you investigate. the more you'll like 
this new wall system-especia lly its speed. econ
omy, high thermal efficiency and aesthetic 
potential. Get our bulletin #FB -1 00. Write Con 
struction Materials Sales. Dow Chemical of 
Canada. Limited. Sarnia. Ontario. 

STYROFOAM SM / T.T.W. BRICK SYSTEM 

TTW BRICK 
DRYWALL 

WOOD BASE 

WOOD NAILER AT rLOOA 

STYROFOAM SM INSULATION 

WOOD JOISTS 

WOOD NAILER AT CEILING 

BUILDING PAPER 

~~ STRAPPING (AIR SPACE) 

FIBREBOARD 

W GYPSUM PLASTER 

WOOD BASE 

FINISHED FLOOR 

CONVENTIONAL MASONRY WALL 

WOOD JOIST 

,_,~GYPSUM PLASHR 

~DOW CHEMICAL OF CANADA LIMITED 



New SWAC vice -presidents are 
Wayne N. Watson, an architectural 
technologist with Windsor architects 
Johnson-McWhinnie and Gordon 
Hill, in national sales of building 
materials with Canad ian Hanson & 
Van Winkle. 

OPINION 
The 'school off ice': 
what the students t hi nk 

In A / C, 5 / 4/71 an article entitled 
"The school-office" reported that a 
number of North American Schools 
of Architecture including the one at 
the University of British Columbia 
were experimenting with putting 
students in regular architectural 
offices during the term to help 
them gain practical experience. The 
spring term at UBC saw six stu
dents under the direction of Prof. 
C. A. Tiers spend five half-days 
per week in the offices of Rhone and 
lredale, Thompson Berwick Pratt 
and Partners and McCarter Nairne 
and Partners. Each student's pro 
gram varied with the nature of the 
firm's work and his interests and 
experience. Bi-monthly meetings 
were held with both practising 
architects and the School to discuss 
and criticize both the student's w ork 
and specific activities within the 
office. Here, the students give their 
opinions on how UBC's departure 
in education worked : 

At Rhone and lredale the program 
was arranged to allow both students 
to work directly with their principal 
on the design for a shopping street 
renovation in Vancouver. This in 
volved a wide spectrum of activities, 
ranging from meetings with the city 
planning department to specification 
writing, and since this office oper
ates virtually undepartmentalized it 
provided the students with a view 
of the complete scope of the job 
from start to finish. Such orientation 
to all phases of a job and their 
co -ordination is felt to be something 
lacking in most experiences offered 
to students either in academic 
courses or in summer work. The 
student in gravitating from school 
books to summer drafting stool 
seldom finds the time or the oppor
tunity to see past his drafting board . 

At both Thompson, Berwick, Pratt 
and Partners, and McCarter, Nairne 
and Partners, the nature of the pro 
gram was conditioned by the 
departmentalization of the offices. 
A comprehensive orientation was 
attempted by having students rotate 
between departments with which 
they had no previous experience. 
For example, one student spent a 
month in research with the town 
planning section, while another 
began writing specifications and 
then went on to participate in site 
supervision . One student capitalized 
on his previous readings into the 
theory of a pattern language as a 
basis for design, by using it as the 
basis for designing a community 
centre. 

In general, a program was initiated 
that attempted to allow for change 
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within the dynamic pattern of office 
work. In retrospect, however, this 
seemed to be the major flaw in the 
program. A student would often be 
left in limbo between finishing one 
job and waiting for another to start . 
Conversely, other times would see 
him faced with a close deadline that 
drew him completely out of the 
School and into the midst of the 
frantic production machine. 

The main objective of providing 
a broad exposure to the many sides 
of architectural practice seems, in 
the opinion ofthose who partici
pated, to have been reached ; 
however, it is felt that time sched 
uling and the exact position of the 
student with respect to the office 
should be made more explicit at the 
outset. The question that now arises 
is whether the School should extend 
the program to projects over which 
it has more control and which are 
more related to new architectural 
theories. [This is what both the 
School at Carleton and McGill 
propose as the ideal situation 
(A / C, 5/4 / 71) .] 

T. Morton, B. Hemingway, 
R. Lines, T. Gofers, C. Dobson, 

M . Kuzych, student participants, 
School of Architecture, UBC 

PROJECTS 
A municipal complex consisting of 
administrative offices, a library, arts 
and crafts and recreation studios, 
and a multi-purpose theatre, is 
planned for Bramalea City Centre 
(Bramalea being a 'new town' de 
velopment near Brampton, Ont.). 
The three-storey complex, designed 
by Allward & Gouinlock, makes 
maximum use of the sloping site, 
with the lower level opening to a 
reflecting pool-skating rink and 
town square. 

Waterloo University's psychology 
department in Ontario, one of the 
largest in Canada, will soon be mov
ing from old quarters in a factory 
building to a new $5 -million struc
ture designed by Webb, Zerafa, 
Menkes and Housden, Toronto. 
Scheduled for completion, fall 1972, 
the building will be brick masonry 
with exposed concrete spandrels on 
sides facing the road . The decision 
to go ahead followed prolonged 
negotiations with the contractor to 
cut the lowest tender by $500,000 to 
bring the building within budget. 

BOOKS 
Problems of the "urban f ringe" 
Greater Peterborough Master Plan, 
Peterborough Development Corpo 
ration , Peterscourt, Peterborough, 
U.K., $10.80. 
The relevance of this document lies 
not in the fact that it describes the 
projected growth of another new 
town, but rather that the planning 
premises are applicable to the prob
lems of the "urban fringe" in North 
America . 

Three aspects of the Peterborough 
planning document reinforce this 
assumption . First, a parallel is drawn 
between Ebanezar Howard's Garden 

lONGER liFE GROUT 
The unique feature of EMBEco GRouT is that sufficient water 
can be added to make it easily placeable, yet there is no shrink
age after hardening and drying. Bond strength, compress ive 
strength and density are substantially increased , too. For 
details, call your Master Builders field man. 

BIBECII* 
A Product of 

MASTER BUILDERS 
*A registered trade mark of The Master Builders Company, limited. 

General Offices and Factory: 79 KINCORT STREET, TORONTO 15, ONTARIO. 
Branches: Vancouver, Calgary, Edmonton, Saskatoon, Winnipeg, london, Ottowa, 

Montreal, Moncton Me &t 02ER 

7he 
Canadian 
BealEstate 
Annual 
19?1 
Working with developers? The 1971 Annual has 
everything you want to know about who's who 
and what's up in Canadian realty development. 
Financial reports on all major public and private 
real estate and building companies. Names of 
thousands of builders and lenders. Forecasts, 
charts, statistics, bibliography, articles and many 
more features. 

Send $8.00, or write for free brochure 

CANADIAN REAL ESTATE ANNUAL 
56 Esplanade E. 
Toronto 1, Ont. 
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The 
only thing 
as good as 
Pilkington 
Float Glass . 
IS 
Pilkington 
TOTAL 
SERVICE 

City concept of urban social organ
ization. Stress is laid on clusters of 
separate townships that focus on the 
central city linked by greenways and 
public transportation. A symbiotic 
relationship between the two is 
assumed and with the pattern of 
existing settlement in this central 
region of England this seems to be 
practicable. The master plan clearly 
seeks to reinforce the existing social 
fabric . 

The second aspect that particu 
larly relates to North American urban 
metropol itan growth is the integra 
tion of new growth within the fabric 
of previous development incl uding 
historic centres. This contrasts w ith 
previous new town developments 
conceived as self-sufficient com 
munities occupying virgin territory. 

Finally the planning organizational 
structure is of interest in that it in
cl udes centralized authority (the de
velopment corporation ), and local 
authority (the county and city coun
cils) , as part of a "planning partner
ship". Although no specific mention 
is made of small group citizen par
tici pation in the planning process, 
the integration of government agen
cies is a valuable first step in this 
process and presumably lays the 
groundwork for a more comprehen
sive basis of participation . 

Although the lack of background 
information or technical supple 
ments leaves these issues at an in 
troductory stage, the planning docu 
ment is clearly written, concisely 
illustrated and generally informative. 

Peter Jacobs, Halifax 

CLASSIFIED 

$2 per line for RAIC members 
All others, $3 a line. 

Senior designers 
Middle -sized (40 employees) archi 
tecture and interior design firm re 
quires a senior design architect to 
d irect the output of a group of gifted 
and creative designers. Scope of 
present work -load offers a wide 
variety of both type and size of job 
and encompasses projects through
out Canada. Salary and profit -shar
ing generous and partnership op 
portunity for right man .. . . Also, 

Design architect 
Opportunity for recently graduated 
architect dedicated to developing 
design capabilities within a highly 
creative design group. Applicants 
should w elcome the challenge of 
diversified work and be willing to 
quickly accept the responsibility of 
the complete design input of the 
project team. Please reply giving 
details of academic and professiona l 
experience to date. 

Location : western Canada. Salary 
employee benefits and bonus ar
ra ngement generous. 

Repl y Box 171 c/o Architecture 
Canada. 

Book Service 
Books on architecture can be 
ordered through the Architecture 
Canada Book Service, 56 Esplanade, 
Toronto 215. 

Supergraffiti 
Interiors, space planning, furniture, 
signage and decorative graphics. 

For information write: 

Barrie Briscoe, 221 Lonsmount 
Drive, Toronto 10. 653-5173 

Supergraffiti 

~~©LARIS 

~armalux 
Glass without glazing in an 
all insulated window for 
the first time in Ontario . 

For information write : 
Armalux Glass Industries 
17 Racine Rd . 
Rexdale, Ontario . 
743-7511 

~. REYNOLDS 
~ ALUMINUM 
Siding, soffit and fascia, 
eavestrough, shutters and painted 
aluminum sheet in a variety 
of colours. 
Reynolds Aluminum 
Company of Canada Ltd ., 
Toronto 
625 Garyray Drive, (416) 741-8484 
Montreal 
9420 Parkway Blvd. (514) 351-6330 

karelia 
newf 

In the last issue we told you about 
the " Karelia Cook Shop". Another 
area w e are very excited about and 
on which we are devoting a great 
deal of loving care and effort is the 
new " Karelia Book Section" which 
is just beginning to come into ex
istence. 

From time to time we have had at 
Karelia some books which w e per
sonally like very much. However, in 
the past it has been a rather sporadic 
effort. We have now decided to make 
it into a very real part of Karelia and 
intend carryi ng all good design mag
azines, which will be available for 
purchase on an individual issue 
basis as w ell as on a subscription 
basis. We will also carry a wide 
select ion of architectural books and 
other books which w e like. 

As with every product in Karelia, 
w e will only carry those books 
which we persona lly like and which 
w e feel have some significance. We 
will have books which are beautiful, 
entertaining, informative and which 
have a " message" to which we are 
sympathetic. If you have found 
books which you like for simi lar 
reasons, w e would very much like to 
hear from you . 

Archi tecture Canada 
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