


CONTROL OF THE AIR ••• 

VITAL to victory, control of 
the air "ill be attained 

1l11:ough the bravery of our airmen, the skill of 
our ground crews, the dili gence of our workmen, 
the capacity of our industry, the aggressiveness of 
our management, the persistence of our engineers. 

No single group, no single industry can claim 
more than a share of the credit. Working to
gether each has an indispensable part to play in 
helping to obtain and maintain supremacy in 
the air. 

We at Trane are only one link in this chain. 
In supplying heating equipment for hangars, 
workshops, offices, slP.eping quarters, hospitals 
and mess halls in the a ir training schools across 
Canada, Trane met the need for economical, 

A COMBINED ACHIEVEMENT 
efficient, quick-action heat distribuling units in 
the quantities demanded. Trane engineers, 
working to Government specifications, developed 
air conditioning equipment for Link Trainer 
rooms to protect delicate parts and to contribute 
to the efficiency of the operators. Trane equip
ment is being used to cool the oil when overhauled 
airplane engines are being tested. Similar cooling 
equipment, supplied by Trane, is essential in the 
successful operation of the practice gun turrets so 
important to the training of airmen. 

These are a :few of the ways Trane executives, 
engineers and employees are working with the 
Government, helping to meet the numerous new 
problems as they arise in the field of heating, 
cooling and air conditioning. 

rfRANE COMPANY OF CANADA LIMITED 

JJ eating-Cooling Air Conditioning 

HEAD OFFICE AND l<'ACTOHY, TORONTO ENGINEEIU ·c OFFICES, ACROSS CANADA 
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W ITH Mr. Coon's article we are showing this month some examples of wartime 

housing. The illustrations are not as complete a survey of the work as we would 

like, nor as worthy a treatment as the subject deserves. Wartime housing deserves 

great credit for the tremendous amount of research done in methods of construction, 

the care expended on external appearance, and, in a necessarily limited way, for the 

thought given to internal amenities. Under terrific pressure from Ottawa for accom

modation for workers, all three might have been sacrificed for speed, but such has not 

been the case. It is of course tragic that we do not have more leisurely wars in which 

slum clearance and reconstruction take the place of temporary wartime housing. From 

what we have seen of the thoroughness of those responsible for these temporary 

dwellings and their ingenuity, much valuable knowledge has been acquired which will 

be of great assistance in any low cost housing scheme which must inevitably follow the 

war. In addition we shall all be able to have a cheap, pleasant, summer cottage when 

wartime housing is dissolved. 

We have just attended a lunch of the Toronto Chapter and the Annual Dinner of 

Ottawa and Hamilton Chapters. On each occasion we were impressed with the under

lying seriousness in the conversation of those we met, in spite of the general hilarity 

which accompanies all gatherings of architects. The presence of members in the uniforms 

of the Navy, the Army and the Air Force contributed to it, but everywhere is a desire 

to do something for the war effort. 

The architects know, and it is an indisputable fact and not an idle boast, that 

formed into committees of two or three or more selected for their ability, architects 

could help the war effort tremendously. They would welcome any such task not for 

unreasonable financial gain, not for any post-war honour, but as an absolute duty. We 

have said before on this page that no profession has in peace and war had so many 

members in the armed forces as the Architectural profession, and those who because of 

age, health or other reason cannot take their places in the services are champing at the 

bit for work that will make them feel a part of the war effort of Canada. Through the 

efforts of our President, Mr. Coon, something of a start has been made in that direction 

in Ottawa on Naval Buildings. We congratulate him and wish those engaged on the 

work every success in an experiment that is bound to succeed. It has been tried in the 

United States where it is an accepted method of getting jobs done well and in a hurry. 

We have been astonished at the interest taken in the article on mud houses which 

we published with some trepidation . Does the acclamation with which it was received 

suggest that members look forward to a day when mud will remain the only building 

material not frozen for war purposes. Against that dread day we have an article in 

preparation on thatch. 

Members of the Royal Architectural Institute of Canada, especially those "old boys" 

of his who remember him with affection and admiration will rejoice that Sir Edwin 

Lutyens has received the Order of Merit at the hands of His Majesty the King. No fitter 

award could be found for the designer of the Cenotaph and Imperial Delhi, or for a 

President of the Royal Academy who had given so much of himself to public service. 

We feel that another member of the Order of Merit, another great lover of the English 

countryside who was also an architect, would have approved-Thomas Hardy. 



WARTIME HOUSING 
By BURWELL R. COON 

TYPICAL HOUSING GROUP 

THE necessity of providing suitable living quarters for 
workers engaged in war industry is a problem which 
faced the Federal Government as soon as war work 
commenced. Many of the factories were located in 

communities where private interests could not reasonably 
provide the houses which wou ld no doubt become vacant as 
soon as hostilities would cease. 

Houses in numbers of from twenty to approximately one 
thousand, for workers and their families, and community 
houses for large numbers of unmarried employees, were 
immediately required. 

To meet this need the Government formed and finances 
the Company called "Wartime Housing Limited", with irs 
Board of Directors comprised of Architects, Contractors and 
business men whose duty it is to decide as to where houses are 
requ ired and in what numbers, acquire property, provide 
where necessary water supply, sewage disposal, roads, side
walks, schools, amusements and other social amenities, and 
all this to be accomplished as economically as possible and 
with careful consideration of salvage value. The Company is 
also responsible for the renting management and administra
tion of the properties, which it is accomplishing by means of 
local committees who engage their own personnel and make 
returns to the Company. 

A Committee of Architects collected available data on 
plans, construction methods and materials and on the basis 
of this Committee's findings and after consultation with 
manufacturers and suppliers of building materials, the plans, 
specifications and details for four typical houses, and units of 
community housing were developed. 

Type 1 is a one storey dwelling 24' x 24' with a Jiving
room, rwo bedrooms, kitchen and bath. 

Type 2 is the same plan reversed to provide interest in the 
sire plan. 

Type 3 is one storey 24112' x 28' with a larger living-room, 
two bedrooms, kitchen and bathroom and a larger porch. 

Type 4 is two storey 24' x 28' with the same accommoda
tion on the first floor as the other types and with two add i
tional bedrooms on the second floor. 

Variety in exterior appearance is obtained with different 
colors of roofs and different color combinations on four dif
ferent types of wall finishes; 6" or 8" bevelled siding, B.C. 
cedar shingles; cedar grained asbestos siding; and 2' widths of 
5 /16" fir plywood weather board laid horizontally with 2" 
lap. 

In the interests of economy, speed of erection and possible 
salvage value the structures are detailed in convenient size 
panels varying in size from 2' x 4' to 4' x 14' . T hat is: floor, 
wall, roof, partition and ceiling panels. The~e panel.s are 
made up on jigs on the sire, in a shop constructed by the Gen
eral Contractor. 

When the foundation of cedar posts with built up sills is 
completed, the floor panels are laid on and bolted together, 
the finished flooring is laid, the wall and partition panels are 
bolted in place and the ceiling and roof panels are also bolted 
together. No nails are used except in the forming of the 
panels and the application of finish. 

The house is then ready for roofing, siding, insulation with 
rock wool in floors, walls and ceilings, electric wiring, plumb
ing, wall and ceiling fin ishes of plaster board and fibre board, 
trim, doors, hardware, cupboards, plumbing and electric fix
tures, stoves, heaters, decorating and window shades. 

The floor where possible is kept about 2' from the ground 
and the sills and posts are enclosed all around the house with 
Ys" asbestos board down to the grade. 

Tenders are called from responsible contractors on each 
group of houses, whether it be twenty or five hundred and 
the contract is let to the lowest tender. The Company then 
engages an architect in the vicinity of the project to super
vise the construction and issue certificates of payment. 

3 



WARTIME HOUSING 

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 





HOUSING GROUP, HALIFAX 

(GRADING , SIDEWALKS, PLANTING ARE STILL TO BE COMPLETED) 

KITCHEN REAR VIEW 



SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING : TYPE H 1 

f) .... "'-"" ... ... , ..•.•. 

SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING TYPE H 12 

SINGLE FAMILY DWELLING TYPE H 22 
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THE THIRTY-FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING 
OF 

THE ROYAL ARCHITECTURAL INSTITUTE OF CANADA 

in Montreal, Friday and Saturday, the 20th and 21st February, 1942 
(all sessions to be held at the Faculty Club, McGill University, 3450 McTavish Street) 

Programme 
Friday, the 20th February, 1942 

9.00 A.M.-Meeting of the 1941 Council of the R.A.I.C. (c) Discussion of the Report of the Council. (The 
in the private dining room. reading of the reports of the various Committees 

will be omitted and the activities of the com
mittees during 1941 will be incorporated in the 
Report of the Council; copies of all reports will 
be available upon request.) 

9.00 A.M.- 12.00 A.M.-Registration of Members and 
Delegates of the R.A.I.C. in the Assembly Hall. 

12.30 P.M.-Buff.et ' luncheon at the Faculty Club. Members 
of the R.A.I.C. from other provinces will be the guests 
of the P.Q.A.A. on this occasion. 

1.30 P.M.-INAUGURAL SESSION OF THE THIRTY-FIFTH 
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ROYAL ARCHITEC
TURAL INSTITUTE OF CANADA. 

(a) Reading of the Minutes of the Thirty-fourth 
Annual Meeting held at Toronto, Friday and 
Saturday, the 21st and 22nd February, 1941. 

(b) Report of the Council. 

7 .00 

(d) Report of the Election of Delegates from Com
ponent Societies to the 1942 Council of the 
Royal Architectural Institute of Canada. Alcide 
Chausse (F), Honorary Secretary. 

(e) New Business. 

P.M.-Informal dinner in the Main Dining Room of 
the Faculty Club. Members of the R.A.I.C from other 
provinces will be the guests of the P.Q.A.A. on this 
occasion. Entertainment by students of the School of 
Architecture, McGill University, and of the Ecole des 
Beaux-Arts. 

Saturday, the 21st February, 1942 

9.00 A.M.-Meeting of the Representatives of the Schools 
of Architecture at the Faculty Club. 

10.00 A.M.-Meeting of the Editorial Board of the R.A.I.C. 
Journal with its Provincial representatives. 

11.00 A.M.-Meeting of the 1942 Council of the R.A.I.C. in 
the private dining room. 

(1) Election of Officers. 

(2) Appointment of the Executive Committee . 

(3) Budget for 1942. 

(4) Appointment of an Auditor. 

(5) Appointment of Standing Committees. 

(6) Delegation of powers to the Executive Committee 
of the Council. 

(7) Authorization for the Honorary Treasurer to pay 
certain expenses. 

(8) Place of next Annual Meeting. 

(9) Other Business . 

1.00 P.M.-Formal luncheon at the Faculty Club. The 
P.Q.A.A. extends a cordial invitation to all members 
of the R.A.I.C. to be present as guests of the 
Association. 

2.00 P.M.- 4.30 P.M.-General discussions on topics of 
current interest to the profession. 

5.30 P.M.-Convccation of the College of Fellows at the 
Faculty Club. At the Convocation the Fellows will 
be dressed for dinner and are reminded to wear their 
distinguishing collars and medallions. 

7.00 P.M.-Annual Dinner at the Cercle Universitaire. 
(Dress: Dinner jackets.) The Institute will be honoured 
by the pr·esence of His Excellency The Governor
General upon whom will formally be conferred 
Honorary Fellowship by the College of Fellows of 
the Institute. His Excellency will present Fellowship 
diplomas to newly-elected Fellows. Announcement 
of newly-elected officers. Installation of new Presi
dent . Announcement of newly-elected Ex.ecutive 
Committee and Council. The Speaker will be Mr. 
Grattan O'Leary, Associate Editor of the ·Ottawa 
Journal. 

The Exhibition of students' work arranged by the R.A.I.C. will be on view Friday and Saturday in the Assembly Room of the 
Faculty Club. Each School has arranged its own exhibit; the Schools of Architecture represented are as follows: Ecole des 
Beaux-Arts, Montreal, University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, McGill University, Montreal, and University of Toronto, Toronto . 

Arrangements are being made with the Museum of Modern Art of New York to have the Town-planning Exhibition entitled 
"Stockholm Bills" exhibited in Henry Morgan's store commencing February 19th. 

Arrangements for railway transportation and reservations at the Mount Royal Hotel may be made through the R.A.I.C. 
office. Members planning to attend are asked to kindly notify the Secretary as early as possible. 

Alcide Chausse, Honorary Secretary. Mary Elmslie, Secretary, 

7 4 King Street East, Toronto . 
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J. ROXBURGH SMITH 

President , Province of Quebec Association of Architects 

A SCOTSMAN by birth, ]. Roxburgh Smith, commenced 
his career in Architecture by serving his apprentice

ship with Charles E. Bell of Glasgow and graduating 1n 

Architecture from the Glasgow School of Art. 

In 1904, within twenty-four hours of his 
arrival in Montreal, he joined the staff of 
Edward and W. S. Maxwell and remained 
there for ten happy years, taking part in 
producing all manner of fine work for 
wealthy clients who wanted only the besr. 
It was a period of great prosperity and ex
pansion and John with the buoyancy and 
energy of you th, spurred by ambition and 
a great love for his chosen calling, took 
every opportunity for self development. 
H e was instrumental in forming the 
P.Q.A.A. Sketching Club and the Atelier 
Maxwell of the Beaux Arts Institute of 
Architecture, spending nights on "projets" 
and week-ends sketching or measuring old 
buildings. 

Part of 1913 and 1914 were spent in 
Europe, six months at Atelier Hebrard in 
Paris, and six months travelling in Eng
land, France, Belgium, Germany, Italy, in
cluding the breathless thrill of the Greek 
Temples at Paestum, and after ten years a visit to the land of 
his birth before returning to Canada, rich in impressions if 
not 111 purse. 

In Montreal again, he worked in several offices before 

LETTERS TO 

Dear Sir: 

The dangers of war have become very real to Canada. All 
our energies must be directed to win the war speedily and to 
guarantee the welfare of Canada at the Peace. 

A most urgent need is increased A.R.P. activity. This is a 
vi tal element of our national defense, one in which Architects 
and Engineers must be leaders. A.R.P. is successful only 
when thought out in relation to regional and town planning. 
It is a vital link with the reconstruction and progressive social 
developments which must be prepared for during the war 
for immediate realization when war -work will have to be 
switched ·to peace work. 

The imminent dangers of war attacks to our citizens on 
the East and West coasts demand urgent action. The writer 
desires to form a voluntary group of architects, draftsmen and 
engineers to study the problems of Canada's protective plan-

10 

joining up in 1919 with ]. Cecil McDougall, an old Maxwell 
an::! Paris colleague. He has been there ever since. 

]. Roxburgh Smith joined the Province of Quebec Asso
ciation of Architects in 1920, and has put in a considerable 

amount of hard work in the interests of 
the profession. After eleven years on the 
Ccuncil he took over the gavel as President, 
in which office he has acquitted himself 
with distinction. 

It is extraordinary that he has found time 
for so much extra activity as teaching 
Architectural Drawing and Design in the 
Montreal Technical Institute night classes 
for twenty-five years, an equal period as 
member of the Arrs Club, the designing of 
numerous decorative panels, monuments, 
programmes, not forgetting wood and lino
cuts, sketches and water colours. Every
thing he sets his hand to has high artistic 
merit, even his divots on the golf course, 
for, believe it or not he did at one time play 
a good game of golf, perhaps still does. 

At work or play he lives life with gusto, 
enjoying conversations and discussions 
with friends as enthusiastically as he ap-
plies himself to work and hobbies. He and 

his wife live in a charming apartment in the city and those 
who have been privileged to visit their home, appreciate 
where ]. Roxburgh Smith draws some of his inspiration and 
encouragement. 

THE EDITOR 

ning and A.R.P. A report and perhaps an exhibition will at 
once have to be prepared for the governments, mayors and 
for general propaganda. 

Will anyone interested in this project and able to give 
assistance please communicate with the writer at 31 Wells 
Hill, Toronto, or telephone during the day at Randolph 3167 
(night Ki. 1452). 

Yours truly, 

FRED LASSERRE. 

Editor's Note:-LaJJene is a graduate of the U. ofT. and 
carried on further researches in Ettrope and was able to .rtttdy 
A.R.P. in Switzerland and England. Was with T ecton Archi
tects on A.R.P. schemes for London, England, and co -author 
of the best selle1· "Planned A .R.P." by that finn. R eturned to 
Canada in 1940. 

Journa l, Royal Architect ural Institute of Canada, January, 1942 



L INTERVENTION de Monsieur Baldwin aura-t-elle les 
heureux resultats qu'il est raisonnable d'en attendre? 

Je ne le crois pas·: malgre les boones intentions, le fruit n'est 
pas mur. 

II est remarquable que l'exemple vienne de Ia Province
Soeur: nous nous crayons dans le Quebec violants-individua
liste et francs; mais, cette franchise en vue de !'interet general 
y est assez ardue. ]'admire egalement que cette declaration 
ne soit pas une attaque mais une constation appuyee sur un 
etat de fait. 

M. Baldwin exprime !'opinion commune; il traduit en Ian
gage eerie ce qui depuis des annees fait !'objet de propos 
particuliers. lei meme, ou je me suis aventure' a des restric
tions inopportunes, je me suis abstenu pour des raisons de 
personnes. II m 'etait desagreable craignant de compromeme 
une cause que !'on put m'attribuer des motifs inexacts. 

Or il ne s'agit pas de juger qui que ce soit ou de rechercher 
des responsabilites; il s'agit, constatant un fait, de se deman
der comment supprimer Ia cause pernicieuse. 

A travers le Canada entier, l'enseignement est gene dans 
son developpement normal ; il reste theorique-incomplet 
sans attaches profondes avec les conditions de vie et les possi
bilites de realisations qui attendent les eU~ves a Ia sortie des 
ecoles. 

Cette guerre ne fait que rendre plus marque done plus 
angoissant l'ecart qui devient sans limites. 

Le texte de M. Baldwin est un cri d'alarme. Et il pose im
mediatement Ia necessite urgente d'une solution. 

Tout de suite commence Ia difficulte: Les Ecoles qui one 
repondu jusqu'ici se refusent apparemment a discuter (a rna 
connaissance une d'entr'elles-McGill-a pris !'initiative 
d 'un rajeunissement methodique). 

Elles n 'admettent pas, entre'elles et les difficulres du 
moment-un lien de cause a effet. Nul ne les juge serieuse
ment sous cet angle; d'ailleurs, cette annee, du mains dans le 
Quebec-au les directeurs siegeront au conseil (pourquoi ne 
les installe-r-on pas d'office?) elles seront en mesure de re
pondre et d'expliquer s'il y a lieu. 

Dans ce cas on peut craindre, par analogie, que le resultat 
ne demeure le compromis habitue!. 

S'il est vrai que les Architectes sentent de plus en plus le 
fosse s' elargir entre le public et eux- les raisons en soot 
beaucoup plus complexes- qu 'une simple question d'en
seignement scolaire. Ce serait a eux-je veux dire a ceux qui 
soot en pleine action et qui one une connaissance experimen-

tale de Ia difliculre, d'erablir les !ignes generales cl'un plan de 
readaptation (plan d'ensemble.) 

La, comme en urbanisme, il est vain et dangereux pour rous 
de croire qu'on peut y echapper et batir solidement sur autre 
chose que sur des idees generales. 

II s'est accumule au cours de 50 ans de pratique profession
nelle un clecher de prejuges er de mauvaises habitudes; idee 
de luxe faussement attachee a Ia notion de !'art; idee de 
dignite professionnelle officiellement etroite, mal definie par 
les rexres; le courant social suivi et accepte en rechignam
la main forc,:ee; !'idee perimee, mais forte encore dans le 
milieu architectural, de !'architecture decor ; Ia notion de 
solidite er de duree appliquee sans discernement;-le travers 
de J'archeologie; le refus d'accepter !'evolution de Ia notion 
architectonique, acceptee en fin de compte comme un sacri
fice a une mode; !'intransigeance hors de propos et d'etranges 
concessions et il faur ajouter, en general une reelle conscience 
-et un souci du metier qui echappe au public. 

Car le public ne nous a pas suivi depuis que nous nous 
sommes mis en societe. II en est reste au consrructeur
sculpteur sur bois-mesnisie-charpentier~mac;:on-archi
tecte-homme de connaissances utilisables et quotidiennes et 
c'est a ceux qu 'il croit ses successeurs qu'il s'adresse sans se 
rendre compte qu 'il y a division du travail. 

Pendant ce temps, nous formons une caste isolee, assez 
curieusement vaniteuse de son etat, ou chacun fait son chemin 
comme il peut. Nous crayons continuer une tradition: c'esr 
une illusion aussi, les ecoles creees, voulues et acceptees dans 
cer esprit, sont-elles artificielles. Sans entrer clans le detail de 
leur fonctionnement, on peut affirmer qu 'a travers tout le 
Canada et quelques que soient les nuances de l'un: a !'autre, 
ce ne soot pas des Ecoles mais de petites FACULTES. Cest 
le reproche fondamental a leur faire, le seul regret a expri
mer. Mais rant que cet esprit se maintiendra, il y a peu a 
esperer. Bien plus, il semble que nous ne pourrons seuls 
regler leur cas-qui releve d'un concours commun, de J'en
seignement des Arts appliques, de !'orientation profession
nelle et pour etre lucides jusqu'au bout, qui nous echappe 
deja par le fait de notre minorite; par !'attitude sans equi
voque er parfaitement dererminee des services federaux, par 
Ia tendance de plus en plus forte vers une sorte de socialisme 
d 'etat, precipice er amplifie par les circonsrances-accepte 
par patriorisme et par raison d'etat. En attendant, il resre 
loisible de former des comites et de dresser des rapports
avec les resultats habiruels. 

-Mar-cel Pari.zecttt. 

NOTICE 

DEPARTMENT OF MUNITIONS AND SUPPLY 
OTTAWA, CANADA 

December 6, 1941 
Gentlemen: 

As a result of decisions made by the Lock, Builders and 
Cabinet Hardware Metals Committee established under 
Order No. M. C. 8, you are hereby instructed to observe the 
restrictions as listed under Schedules A and B. 

These restrictions are to become effective immediately. 

It will be permitted, in order to liquidate existing stocks, 
for manufacturers to fill any orders received prior to the 
receipt of these instructions. 

On and after March 1, 1942, no manufacturer will be per
mitted to provide the trade with any of the articles enumer
ated on the restricted list. 

Yours very truly, 

G. C. BATEMAN, 
Metals Controller. 

"These r-estncttons COlier- such ar-ticles as Sur-face B olts, 
Bar- Sash Lifts, Butts and Hinges, K ick Plates, Store Door 
Lock and Latch Sets, etc. A complete list may be pr-ocu1·ed 
by wr-iting the Office of the Metals Contr-oller, Room 220, 
No. 3 Building, Department of Munitions and Supply, 
Ottawa." 
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The p·resent ctrticle is int1·oductory to a se·ries by m embe1·s 

of the ARCHITECTURAL RESEARCH GROUP IN 
TORONTO dealing with problems confronting the Archi

tectural Profession. Subsequent articles by other memben 

will develop points set out in this programme. While we 

never intended that our literary should dominate our graphi

cal efforts, we ha·ve come to recognize the fact that, pending 

the compltte presentation of a solution to a broad problem, 

some contact with other architects is highly desirable. This 

presentation by the exhibition of drawings has been delayed 

by the pressure of daily wo·rk and, more recently, by the reduc

tion in our organization due to absentees on direct wm· work. 

How ever, we are still anxious and keen to proceed according 

to our original intentions as our resources permit. 

TOMORROW ' S WORK 

FOR US, this is a war of the Past and a war for the Fmure; 
a war of blood and a war of ideas; a war for the annihilation of 
powerful and devastatingly evil political forces. In the sphere 
of Architecture, we have a potentially effective IDEA
WEAPON. It is a policy for the complete re-birth of a vital 
understanding of the design and construction of buildings 
throughout our country; a rebirth that shall be successful 
before the opportunity and requirement for it becomes acme 
after the present emergency. This idea will not become a 
weapon until we define new outlooks which will help ro 
prevent a repetition of the negligence, the stupidity and the 
spoliation of the past decades in building; nor until we direct 
a course ro ensure the reaching of such an objective. 

No matter how much our thoughts have been diverted 
from it during the last while, building and re-building for the 
future remains one of the greatest national problems. The 
reflectiveness of these times and the hopes voiced from day ro 
day indicate that the idea is crystallizing into some form and 
suggests that this very moment should see the birth of a great 
and intelligent cause. Tomorrow's reactions, tOmorrow 's 
delusions, tomorrow 's self-sufficiencies may dull our enter
prise. The physical conditions for decent living, efficient work 
and healthy recreation are so lacking, generally, that they 
must wield a powerful deterrent tO the national effort-in 
war or in peace. No country can attain its maturity, enjoy its 
self-respect, or achieve a position of international worth if it 
shuns and continues ro shun a realist ic approach ro this prob
lem. A Plan is needed. 

As yet, we have not had any of the physical destruction, the 
sight of acres laid waste by bomb and fire, which Englishmen 
will find a tremendous creative stimulus when their time for 
Reconstruction comes. In fact , Reconstruction, in the same 
meaning, is not our word. Our position seems duller and 
more hopeless. Nothing happens ro our buildings. It is diffi
cult, though not insincere or incorrect, ro say with conviction 
that a given building or group of buildings is worthless when , 
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in actuality, it is providing some service however meagre or 
miserable. It is more difficult tO• explain how such a condi
tion, so prevalent, becomes the familiar stumbling block to 
our well-intended ambitions. Ironic and depressing it might 
seem, bur a heap of rubble burned and blasted ro bits, masses 
of steel grotesquely twisted, and great gaping excavations 
tOrn by a determined and sadistic enemy can be much more 
a positive creative inspiration for everybody than a street of 
our buildings-filthy, obsolete, hallowed beyond their time 
or merit, dull monuments ro apathy, selfishness, ignorance 
and sentimentality. Here is the reprimanding proof of our 
inability ro keep our architectural surroundings progressing 
in relation to our other achievements. The dead hulks that 
make up our Yonge streets are much more p::tthetic than a 
bombed-out area if only l::ecause more time must go by be
fore anything intelligent is done about them. Our spark of 
devastation may have ro come from something else than a 
bomb fuse. 

Fortunately, Time and Taxes will help ro deal with this in 
due course; Time by increas ing the physical weakness and 
obsolescence factors and Taxes by proving the economic fol
lies. The most interesting and by far the most significant 
problem lies in the buildings ro come. Undoubtedly, an in 
crease in our population and a permanent development of 
industrial production plus the accumulated backlog of cur
rently needed buildings will induce a great new building 
programme for Canada. It will be nothing less than a social 
crime if these new houses, facrories and community centres 
are allowed tO spring up, unstudied and umelated ro the 
larger scheme of things. 

Architects and planners must have the initiative and the 
aLithority to foster this new work. They should be able to 
preserve a balance of recognition for the individual. Control 
for the unity of civic design can be realized through sensible 
bye-laws and through the guidance of responsible Commis
SIOns carefully selected. The success of the whole project will 
depend upon architects working in collaboration, either as 
individuals or as groups, for the whole good of society. 

In consequence of our shortcomings, we have not yet been 
able, partway through a war, tO give the man-in-the-street or 
the soldier-at-arms even a glimpse of what may await him 
with the coming of peace. We have not yet been able ro en
courage him in his everyday work or ro quicken his confi
dence in tOmorrow, a confidence that would bridge a great 
many of the social problems of today. Is this because we, as a 
learned profession, are not yet prepared ro agree upon the 
principles of the problem? We have stalled too long on the 
fragments of planning; housing, for instance, (and especially 
the way which we have looked into it) is just such a fragment. 
It has been a constant source of wonder why, with so much 
critical analysis about, we cannot scrap the smaller viewpoint 
for the larger. Such a step would hasten a successful start on 
the problem. All units of building are so interdependent in 
the functioning community that they must be considered 
with the whole both practically and aesthetically. Ambitious 
and remote this larger attitude may seem bur we must change 
our prese.nt s~nse of values if we are ro engender strength and 
Imagmaoon Into our work. Every architect can help to devel
op this objective, step by step, through a programme of 
RESEARCH of needs, design and materials: EDUCATION 
of the public, students and architects: and ORGANIZA
TION of architects, builders, workmen and manufacturers. 

. ~he IDEA-WE!'-PON for us, then , is Creative Planning 
In It~ l~rgest architectural meaning. It will be for a battle 
that IS JUSt about to begin and which will be at its heat with 
the first days ~f peace. It will l::e a battle that will go on for 
the rest of this century. Preparation now is all-important. 

j ohn Layn[!,. 

Journal, Royal Archit ec tural In stitute of Canada, January, 1942 



PROVINCIAL PAGE 
ALBERTA 

On a recent visit to Edmonton the Hon. Malcolm Mac
donald introduced his address to the Canadian Club by some 
enthusiastic remarks on the growth of the city since he had 
last visited it and by expressing the conviction of the certain
ty of almost unlimited further expansion. This may have 
been partly a pleasant manner of greeting, on conventional 
lines. That a wish for greater expansion is generally accepted 
as the best of all possible wishes for a city may, however, 
cause those whose care is for the good of the city to consider 
whether to be bigger is really to be better. Edmonton is fairly 
rapidly approaching the mark of 100,000 in population. 
Those who have given special study to such matters warn us 
that a city of that size is on the verge of becoming unwieldy 
in size and that it is better to have two or three good small 
ci ties than one big bad one. 

Probably a certain number of great metropolises is justi
fiable and necessary in any large country. The question may 
well be asked just where and which these are to be in this 
Canada of ours. If this or that one is fated to become a 
nucleus of one of these, it would be well to make the neces
sary preparation in time, lest we have roo many cities engaged 
in the thoughtless struggle for mere bigness. Reconstruction 
in Britain is surveying the whole country with a view to re
lieving the greater centres of population from their devastat
ing congestions and proposals are being studied for the wider 
distribution of industries to altogether new centres, to the 
environs of smaller established centres, and to the restriction 
of certain existing rowns to the function of being centres 
primarily of agricultural industries rather than as purely in
dustrial centres having no direct relation to primary produc
tion. The problem is complex and it would seem well that we 
in Canada should take its study seriously. 

Strikes and threats of strikes should warn us that one of the 
most important problems for consideration and solution is 
the standard of living, including that of housing, of the 
$80.00 a month men. These are numbered by the million in 
our country. They are the people who, by their labour, make 
our high standard of living possible for the others. Yet, if 
we begin to enumerate the items that make up that standard, 
we shall find that these people continue to exist by dispensing 
with each and almost every one of these items. If we begin, 
for example, with modern sanitation, we shall find that they 
either build their houses where there is no water and sewer, 
managing with occasionally purchased water and a back
house, or else are hived in congested flats where the alleged 
conveniences are inadequate to the numbers served and pri
vacy is at a discount. If we suppose a standard in which only 
bedrooms are used as sleeping places and no more than two 
persons in a moderately sized bedroom, we shall find that in 
the houses of these people there are beds in all rooms where 
there is possible space for them. If we have fine ideals about 
economical systems of heating we shall find these people glad 
to keep warm by the most primitive contrivances. Taking a 
different line we may congratulate ourselves that our food 
supply is cheap and abundant. An actual survey of over a 
hundred families in this city showed that the average food 
bill was 22 V2 cents per person per day. As the income of 
these families ranged from $45 0 to $2,500 per annum, the 
food bill for many families must be much lower than that. 
It would puzzle most of us to obtain adequate nourishment 
for that figure . 

A favourite solution applied to the housing problem in 

great cities is the apartment house. Low cost and nearness 
to work are the attractions of this solution. In actual prac
tice the many housing schemes that have been carried out 
on this basis have greatly relieved the situation, but, in 
many respects they are not a genuine solution of the prob
lem. In our smaller cities the kind and degree of congestion 
that has called into being whole districts of apartment houses 
does not exist nor should it l:e permitted to be possible. Con
sider whether the statement is true that where there are no 
apartment buildings there can be no slums. There is certainly 
enough truth in that to make us ponder whether it would not 
be .well to check the growth of apartment buildings in our 
smaller but rapidly growing cities. Let us look on the possi 
bilities of another solution which thousands are struggling 
almost fiercely to adopt in preference to being condemned to 
live in an apartment,-the small individual shack with the 
necessities but not the conveniences of modern life. Many of 
these people are skilful with their hands and display courage, 
initiative, energy and ingenuity. They own their own homes, 
such as they are. All members of the family are interested 
and share in its care and upkeep, not waiting for a laggard 
landlord to do things for them. They are proud of such 
achievements as they can accomplish and these cannot be 
called negligible. They build true homes for themselves. 
Their gardens are often enviable. True, an architect dare 
not design such houses, he has his reputation to maintain. 

These people gladly accept front line conditions in a war to 
defend these homes. What can be done for them ? Diogenes 
lived in a large barrel of some sort. Alexander the Great, as 
a munificent patron of philosophy, asked him whether there 
was anything he could do for him. "Certainly, you can stand 
out of my sunshine," was the answer. Can we contrive some 
way of letting the sun shine upon these people who are so 
capable of looking after themselves, if only they could get, 
not the rools, for these they have, having their good heads 
and hands,-but the chance? 

-Cecil S. Burgess. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
The Vancouver Chapter of the A.I.B.C. has made an en

thusiastic start on its study of post war building. 
All local Architects are agreed that the war must come first 

in their consideration, but whatever time can be spared 
should be devoted to study and planning of post war projects. 
This study may bring about some definite program for Van
couver and British Columbia. 

It has been decided to start at once with regular meetings 
set aside for this study. The following subjects are to receive 
particular attention -

(1.) H ousing: Planning of Residential areas. 
Homes for the workers. 
Recreation. 

(2.) The Major Prog1·am: Reconstruction of . dila
pidated buildings. 
Rebuilding of Schools that are out of date. 

(3.) Public Buildings 
( 4.) Communication Buildings 
(5.) Parks 
( 6.) Wharves 
(7.) Power Plants 
(8.) Rural and Community Villages 
(9.) Industrial 

The following Architects have been appointed ro head 
committees: Messrs. C. B. K. Van Norman, H . Barratt, R. A. 
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D. Berwick, William Fredk. Gardiner, Geo. N. Evans, E. D . 
King, C. E. Pratt, Andrew Mercer, and P. C. Underwood. 
The President of the Chapter, Mr. Jos. F. Watson, is to be a 
member of all committees. 

All local Architects are asked to assist and to give as much 
time as possible to the project. 

W artime H ousing is at present building temporary hous
ing in North Vancouver, Prince Rupert and Esquimalt. 
McCarter and Nairne are the supervising Architects. This 
firm is also completing plans for a $35 0,000 building for the 
Merchant Marine. 

Berwick and Pratt are the Architects for the Dominion 
Rustproofing plant which is nearing completion. 

Mercer and Mercer are the Architects for extensive alter
ations to the old Shaughnessy Hospital, which is being con
verted into an Infectious Diseases Pavilion. 

Several Vancouver Architects are active with the A.R.P. 
and have been called in a professional capacity to prepare 
local buildings for air raids. 

-R. A . D. Berwick. 
E. D. King 

ONTARIO 
The past month, perhaps one of the most momentous in 

world history, has been comparatively uneventful so far as 
our own little corner of human activity is concerned. True, 
the elections to the Council and Registration Board of the 
O.A.A. were held , but did not produce any greater upheavals 
than usual ; in fact , two of the candidates were not even 
accorded the thrill of a "run for their money". The retiring 
President, Bruce H. Wright, (Toronto), did not seek re-elec
tion, and Prof. E. R. Arthur was elected in his place; the other 
new members of Council being L. G. Bridgman, (London), 
in place of John M. Watt, and W.]. Abra, (Ottawa), in place 
of A. ]. Hazelgrove. The latter was elected to the Registration 
Board , to fill the vacancy occasioned by the retirement of 
Major James H. Craig, who has been a member of the Board 
since its establishment in 1931 and Chairman since the death 
of Dr. John Pearson. 

The press continues to carry items regarding the housing 
situation through the province. According to an article in 
the Ottawa Journal, overcrowding in that city has reached a 
point where many people are compelled to live under cir
cumstances which make normal family life impossible; and 
social welfare agencies have felt it their duty to make repre
sentat ions to the City Council. The problem is difficult to 
deal with, anywhere, at this time; and in the case of Ottawa 
more than ordinarily so, because of the extremely artificial 
nature of the rise in population. It is not easy to see how 
private enterprise can be enticed into the field, (as it normally 
would be by the prospect of high rents), without embarrass
ing the government in its efforts to stabilize the cost of living. 
On the other hand , there can be little doubt that temporary 
solutions should be kept down to the unavoidable minimum. 

This housing problem is one of a number which may com
pel us, sooner or later, to face a much broader issue, i.e. , 
whether we can hope to maintain some of our economic con
cepts in the face of the ruthless realism of the tOtalitarian 
powers. The steel problem is another. A recent despatch 
from Ottawa tO the Daily Commercial News deals with the 
salvaging of steel from abandoned railway and street car 
tracks. The report states that while there are thousands of 
rons of unused steel embedded in the streets of Canadian 
towns, the breaking and resroring of roadway surfaces may 
result in the tOtal cost of recovery being greater than the 
scrap value of the metal; in which case the work may have to 
wait until suitable arrangements have been made tO take 
care of the "loss"! There can be no question that our friends 
of the Axis would tear up the tracks first , and worry about the 
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econom ics later- if at all. But the situation concerns us in 
this respect:-that the steel shortage is considered serious 
enough ro warrant putting the architectural profession more 
or less out of business, without concern for the economics of 
the matter-excepting on the part of the architects them
selves. What is needed is a national economic policy, some 
recognizable pattern of economic principles-not neces
sarily orthodox- which shall be applied without fear or 
favour all along the line. Norhing less will enable us tO de
velop our full strength for the struggle, or leave us anything 
but national chaos at the end of it. 

-Gladstone Evans. 

BOO K RE V I EW 
"TO HELL WITH CULTURE" 

By HERBERT READ 
Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co. Ltd. , London, Eng. Price 35¢ 

T HIS little book, not more than a pamphlet, is a. concise 
but complete criticism of modern living. The t1tle may 

be slightly misleading and could have read, "To Hell With 
Culturalism." As the reader may expect, this is not a book 
advocating "Philistinism". Its denunciations are directed 
only at the shams which are accepted under the name of 
culture. 

The Thesis: Whereas the culture or culturalism we know is 
an artificiality having no roms or nourishment in daily living 
but merely a veneer of gentility covering the crudities of 
existence, it must be discarded. Away with the appetizing 
sauces which cover the staleness of our food! Let us produce 
the food itself. 

For what is culture? Simply the sub-conscious, autOmatic 
expressions of a free people working in a free society under 
enlightened guidance. In this society every activity is artis
tic, all production results from pride in craftsmanship, suit
ability ro purpose, and fitness of design. All phases of life 
have meaning and embody beauty and truth. Note that the 
people must be a free one if its productions are ro be worth 
while. 

This freedom implies democracy; a democracy in which 
every being is g iven the opportunity tO enrich humanity 
with his special talents and every one is cared for in his 
needs, where the motive for production is for the common 
good and not for individual gain. The author's conception 
of democracy is frankly socialistic. Whether you will go the 
full length with the author or not need not be discussed here, 
but whether you do or not, most of us will have no quarrel 
with his contention that as yet we have not produced a real 
democracy. It is this new estate which must be striven for tO 
arrive at the core of a true cult~1re . 

- j ack Btenzel. 

OB IT UARY 
EWART G. WILSON 

TorontO 
Ewart G. Wilson, well known architect, died on Monday, 

December 29, at his home, 42 Langley Avenue, in his 61st 
year. He had been in poor health for some months. 

Born in Toronto, he was the son of David Wilson, one of 
the city's pioneer merchants. Many of the older apartment 
houses were designed · by Mr. Wilson. He was a member of 
Simpson Avenue United Church and of the board of stew
ards. He was also a member of the Kiwanis Club. 

Surviving are his widow, Inez H ayes Wilson; a brother, 
Rev. George H . Wilson of Vancouver, and two sisters, Miss 
E. M. Wilson of Winnipeg and Miss Gladys Wilson of 
Toronto. 

Jou rnal, Royal Archit ect ural Institute of Canada, January , 1942 
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