114

PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Regional Aspects of Nova Scotian Agriculture

By D. F. Purnam

WELVE years ago in an unpublished
thesis, the writer analysed the census
returns relating to agriculture in the
province of Nova Scotia and attempted,
by means of dot-maps, to show something
of the distribution patterns. The task was
made difficult and the conclusions some-
what weakened by the fact that the census
tabulations were published only as county
figures, and these areas are much too
large to serve as the basis of distribution
maps in a province of such scattered

Any explanation of distributional pat-
terns must be based upon consideration
of the natural physical background, there-
fore the first chart presented here (Fig. 1)
is a generalized physiographic map of
the provinece based largely on that of
Goldthwaite.! As no soil map of the
provinee is yet available, soil character-
istics must be interpreted from the under-
lying rock. It is well known that hard
rocks such as granite, syenite and quartz-
ite do not develop into deep fertile soils,
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settlement. Since that time another cen- hence it is only natural to find that most

sus has been taken and the returns have
this time been published on the basis of
census subdivisions, which are, apparent-
ly, the polling distriects within the
counties. Distributional analysis is still
handicapped, however, by the fact that
there is no map of the polling distriets,
hence their exact locations and areas
cannot be plotted. Since there are usual-
ly twenty or more polling districts in a
county, a sufficient number of point
locations can be established to enable one
to draw reasonably accurate isopleth lines.
EDITOR'S NOTE: Mr. Putnam is a graduate of the

Nova Scotia Agricultural College, Truro and of the

Ontario Agricultural College, Guelph, and Ph.D of

the University of Toronto. He engaged in agricultural

research and is now a member of the Department of
Geography of the University of Toronto.

of the area occupied as farm land (Fig. 2)
is located on softer strata such as lime-
stones, shales and sandstones. The not-
able features of this map, which has been
drawn on the basis of the one accompany-
ing Dr. B. E. Fernow’s “Forest Conditions
in Nova Scotia'’, are the areas of absolute-
ly unsettled ecountry which coincide very
closely with the areas of granite outerop.
The slate and quartzite area is only
sparsely settled except for the shore dis-.
tricts of Digby and Yarmouth counties and
the ““Slate Belt’’ of Lunenburg and Queens.

Of the 4,300,000 acres reported as

occupied land in 1931, 2,500,000 or
1. J. W. Goldthwaite, ‘Physiography of Nova
Scotia.”
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589, was still in forest, and most of the
remainder is classified in two categories;
field crops occupying 625,000 acres or
14.59%,, and pasture (both improved and
natural) 913,000 acres or 219,. In only
gsix counties (Annapolis, Kings, Hants,
Cumberland, Colchester and Pictou) are
there appreciable areas in which more
than 209, of the farm land is devoted to

EMPTY

that in which there is a similar density
of crop land and the 209, isopleth in
this case seems to be controlled largely
by the lithologic boundary. A very
prominent feature of this map (Fig. 4)
is the large area devoted to pasture in
Yarmouth and Lunenburg counties.
Fairly high pasture densities are found
in Antigonish as well.

FIELD CROPS
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field crops (Fig. 3), while smaller areas
appear in Yarmouth and Antigonish.
The interrupted line passing through the
middle of the provinee is the 109, isopleth
an‘d throughout most of its length is
coincident with the boundary between
the hard and soft rocks. The area in
which more than 209, of the farm land
18 devoted to pasture is nearly double

Over a period of ten years, including
both depression and pre-depression years,
the average annual value of dairy pro-
duets in the province has been about
$8,500,000, and is by a safe margin the
most important source of cash income
to the majority of Nova Scotian farmers.
Isopleths of intensity of milk production
are shown in Fig. 5. Again, of course,
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the higher levels are found in the Northern
counties, but the pattern is complicated
by economic factors. Within the area
of moderately heavy milk production,
there are specialized dairy distriets. One
such is found near Amherst, another is
located in Pictou and North Colchester
counties, and a third is the market milk
district surrounding the Cape Breton
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According to the census of 1931, the
total agricultural production of the pro-
vince amounted to about $32,000,000,
the distribution of which is depicted in
the map shown on the cover of this
magazine T'wo factors immediately attain
prominence, first it is to be seen that the
specialized dairy districts enjoy a distinet
advantage, and second that the highest

(=]
o - -
f ‘. o ™ .'
\ L)
4 s~ PER HUNDRED ACRES FARM LAND
o RS
o *.'| zErO~ 10000 — OVER
EMPTY L__"110000L8s 20000Lps 20000 LBS
Fig. 5
coalfields. A fourth district is located production of all is centred in the fruib

in Colchester and Hants, shipping fluid
milk to the city of Halifax, as well as
supplying processing plants in Truro and
Halifax. Yarmouth county contains a
specialized dairy region, and there are
several smaller areas adjacent to the towns
of the Annapolis Valley.

growing region of the Annapolis Vall

Fig. 6 shows the distribution of
capital according to the census of
The fruit farms of the Annapolis
stand out above all the rest, but
it may be seen that the specialized dé
districts also enjoy an advantage.
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total farm capital for the province in 1931
was $105,000,000 on about 40,000 farms
or an average of $2,600 per farm. It is
evident therefore that the wvalues of
farms in the outlaying areas are low
indeed. Taking into consideration all
the factors charted on the isopleth maps
it is possible to delimit a number of

).FRUIT BELT
2.CENTRAL DAIRY \
JNORTHERN DAIRY 6LUNENBURG-QUEENS 9 ANTIGONISH

4. NORTHERN C.B.L.
5.CUMBERLAND

Cumberland, (4) Northern Cape Breton
including the counties of Inverness and
Vietoria, (5) Cumberland, (6) Lunenburg
and Queens, (7) Yarmouth and Digby,
(8) Cape Breton county, (9) Antigonish.
Together they account for almost 909%,
of the agricultural production of the
province, and the remaining portion,
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individual agricultural regions. Nine
such areas are shown in Fig. 7. They
are in order of importance from a pro-
duction standpoint: (1) The Fruit Belt
in Hants, Kings and Annapolis, (2) The
Central Dairy Region in Hants, Col-
chester and Halifax, (3) the North Shore
Dairy Region in Pictou, Colchester and

including large areas in all the counties,
but more especially in the southern half
of the provinee, produces very little. The
chief categories of agricultural production
in order of value are field erops, dairy pro-
ducts, other livestock enterprises, fruit and
vegetables, and forest products. The table
on the following page has been compiled
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Value of 1931 | Field Dairy Fruit and | Forest
Distriet Produetion | Crops | Produets | Livestock | Vegetables| Produets

% % % % %
L BB i e v awass $ 8,500,000 30 10 10 45 5
2. Central Dairy............ 4,500,000 44 25 16 4 11
3. Northern Dairy........... 4,000,000 48 25 16 4 7
4. Northern Cape Breton..... 3,000,000 50 17 15 3 15
5. Cumberland.............. 2,500,000 48 17 17 5 13
6. Lunenburg—Queens....... 2,000,000 37 15 17 11 20
7. Yarmouth—Digby........ 2,000,000 38 18 16 8 20
8. Cape Breton Co........... 1,500,000 40 27 16 7 10
9. Antigonish............... 1,500,000 48 14 25 3 10
Total for Provinee........... 32,000,000 40 18 16 14 12

from the census figures and shows to
some extent at least, the types of farming
characterizing the various distriets.
Field crops bulk largest in all except
the fruit belt, but other categories provide
most of the cash income. There are
three important dairy districts in which
259, or more of the farm produection is in
the form of dairy products, while in
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only one county, Antigonish, do other
livestock enterprises reach a similar prom-
inence. In most of the remaining dis-
tricts there is a semblance of balance
between the two types of animal husband-
ry. Forest products bulk large in some
of the districts, and in the outlying parts
of the province they are even more
important.
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Colonization in the Province of Quebec
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LTHOUGH the Province of Quebec

covers over 600,000 square miles,
it is populated only along the St. Lawrence
and a few of its tributaries, and along
the shores of the Baie des Chaleurs.
In addition, a new area is now being
opened up, in the west of the province—
the ’Abitibi distriect where some 70,000
settlers and miners are at present ereating
a new Quebec.

There are some 136,000 farmers in the
Province of Quebee, settled on about 13
million acres of land. Hence, vast terri-
I%?l%:ﬁzgt?t?f !or:hewl’rmc? oD.B‘I:aLc He hn

to a large extent been responsible for the work de-
m‘ihedinthi.l article.

tories are still available for improvement
either through mining enterprise or by
timber exploitation. Moreover there are
opportunities, for more extensive develop~
ment of water-power as well as industries
connected therewith, and especially for
a fuller development of agriculture in al }
its branches.
During the past fifty years agriculture,
like other industrial activities, has unde
gone certain changes. Farmers toda
instead of cultivating sixty acres
formerly, find it worthwhile to 3
anywhere from 120 to 180 acres.
factors have contributed to this tren
agricultural activity. In the first place




