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PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 

According to the SSAC by-laws 
one of the Society's primary 
goals is to support the cause of 
historic preservation wherever 
important works of architecture 
are threatened. To this end, a 
preservation committee was con­
stituted to offer assistance 
nd support to appropriate cam­
paigns to preserve structures or 
sites of architectural, historical 
or cultural importance . Last 
May, I was elected to chair that 
committee. 

I have adopted the techniques 
developed by my predecessor, Mr. 
Douglas Richardson, which is to 
address letters to interested 
indiv iduals, institutions and 
o r ganizations, as well as the 
news media, expressing the con­
cern of this learned society in 
the threatened structure or site 
and stating the value of pre­
serving the structure or site as 
part of our national heritage. 

Although there are committee 
members in each province, it is 
not always possible to keep 
track of all preservation issues 
in this country. As a result, I 
am asking you to take an active 
part in the preservation activi­
ties of this Society by informing 
the committee of threatened 
structures or sites in your 
region. 

In many cases, you will be able 
to evaluate the architectural, 
historical or cultural importance 
of the structure or site; in 
other cases, the committee can do 
this evaluation for you. 

COMITE DE PRESERVATION 

Selon le statut de AEAC, un 
des premiers buts de l'associa­
tion est de soutenir . la cause 
pour la preservation d'impor­
tants travaux d'architecture qui 
sont sous la menace des demolis­
s eurs . Ainsi, un comite de pre­
servation a ete institue afin 
d'assister et de supporter les 
campagnes q ui auront pour but de 
preserver des structures ou des 
sites ayant une importance his­
torique, architecturale ou cul­
turelle. 

Il semble que la meilleure 
fa9on de proceder soit d'informer 
toutes personnes, organismes, 
media q ui voient l'importance de 
prese r ve r l es structures et sites 
de notre patrimoine. 

Meme si dans chaque province 
il se trouve des representants 
de notre comite, il n'est pas 
toujours possible de savoir 
tout ce qui se fait pour la 
preservation. C'est pourquoi 
je vous demande de prendre une 
part active dans les travaux 
de preservation de l'associa­
tion en informant le comite de 
toutes les structures ou sites 
importants qui sont en danger 
de demolition dans notre region. 

Dans plusieurs cas, vous serez 
capables d'en evaluer l'impor­
tance architecturale, historique 
et culturelle. Dans d'autres 
cas, le comite peut faire cette 
evaluation pour vous. 

En tant que membre de AEAC, 
nous sommes tous en faveur de 
garder les monuments archi-



As members of the SSAC, we are 
all in favour of retaining archi­
tectural monuments which express 
our past. I ask that you accept 
part of the responsibility for 
their preservation. 

You may write either to the 
Ottawa office of the SSAC or 
directly to me at Fort Steele 
Historic Park, Fort Steele, 
British Columbia VOB lNO. 

Frederick J. Netherton 
Chairperson 
Preservation Committee. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY FORMAT PROPOSAL 

The SSAC Library Committee has 
proposed the following format 
for a Bibliography of Archi­
tecture in Canada. 

A. General Studies 
B. Regional Studies 

i Newfoundland 
ii Maritimes 

iii Quebec 
iv Ontario 

v Prairies 
vi British Columbia 

vii Territories 

C. Individual Architects 
D. Individual Buildings 
E. Building Types 
F. Construction Methods 
G. Individual Styles 
H. Architectural Theory 
I. Bibliography 

The material included in this 
bibliography should be of a 
scholarly nature and not cover 
such items as tourist guides, 
celebratory brochures, planning 
documents or simply historical 
accounts. There is a place for 
these but such a place should 
be separate from the Society's 
bibliography - if only to limit 
the amount of material that can 
be collected in a reasonable 
period of time. 

Members who wish to comment on 
the format should contact 
Library Committee Chairperson 
Shane O'Dea, Department of 
English, Memorial University, 
St. John's, Newfoundland. 2 

tecturaux qui representent 
notre passe. Je vous demande 
d'accepter une partie de cette 
responsabilite pour la preser­
vation. 

Pour tout renseignement concer­
nant les activites de notre 
comite, adressez-vous au bureau 
d'Ottawa de AEAC ou a moi direc­
tement a: Fort Steele, pare 
historique, Fort Steele, C.B. 
VOB lNO 

Frederick J. Netherton 
Responsable de comite 
de preservation 

Format propose pour les biblio­
graphies 

Afin de compiler une biblio­
graphie de l'architecture au 
Canada, le comite de bibliotheque 
de AEAC propose le format suivant: 

A. Etudes generales 
B. Etudes regionales 

i Terre-Neuve 
ii Maritimes 

iii Quebec 
iv Ontario 

v Prairies 
vi Colombie-Britannique 

vii Territoires 

C. Architectes 
D. Edifices 
E. Genres d'edifices 
F. Methodes de construction 
G. Les styles 
H. Theories architecturales 
I. Bibliographies 

Cette bibliographie ne se veut 
pas un guide touristique ou 
historique, mais plutot une 
compilation de theses importantes 
dans le domaine de l'architec­
ture au Canada. 

Le format par lui - meme dependra 
de ce que nous aurons, mais ce 
que nous avons ci-haut mentionne 
nous donnera tout au moins une 
methode de travail. 

Shane O'Dea 
Departement d'anglais 
Universite Memorial 
St. Jean, Terre-Neuve 



ANALYSE DE L'INVENTAIRE 
ARCHITECTURAL DE CALGARY 

En aout 1975, au symposium du 
comite d'archives, il a ete 
decide que deux projets pilotes 
seraient tentes au Nouveau­
Brunswick et en Alberta. Ces 
projets ont pour but d'evaluer 
l'etat actuel des documents 
architecturaux, leur importance, 
leur disponibilite et deuxieme­
ment de determiner l'attitude 
des firmes quant a deposer 
leurs documents aux Archives. 

Ernest Ingles, bibliothecaire a 
la division des livres rares et 
des collections speciales, de 
l'universite de Calgary, est 
responsable de cette etude dans 
la region de Calgary. Ernie a 
soumis un rapport qui a ete dis­
tribue aux membres du comite 
d'archives. Nous tenterons de 
vous en exposer les grandes 
lignes. Tout membre de AEAC 
desirant une copie integrale de 
ce rapport devra s'adresser a: 
Jim Knight, Heritage Canada, 
easier postale 1358, Station "B", 
Ottawa, Ontario KlP 5R4. 

Ernie a decouvert que, de 1884 
a 1904, plusieurs architectes 
ont travaille dans la region de 
Calgary, mais tres peu de docu­
mentation est disponible quant 
a leurs travaux. 

Il semble evident que les annees 
1905 a 1915 representent une 
periode d'activite intense en 
architecture a Calgary. En 
effet cette periode a ete mar­
quee par un accroissement dans 
la construction et par une vague 
de prosperite dans le commerce de 
proprietes immobilieres. 

On y retrouvait 30 firmes; 8 ont 
survecu et 22 d'entre elles sont 
disparues. Par contre, les 
annees 1915-1945 ont ete moins 
fructueuses. Seules les firmes 
plus importantes de la periode 
1905-1915 ont pu survivre. En 
effet, de celles qui ont pratique 
de 1915 a 1945, seulement 3 ont 
pu se maintenir pour une periode 
de 10 ans et seulement qu'une 
etait encore en affaire en 1945. 

Durant les annees qui suivirent, 
il y a eu une nombre croissant 
de firmes. Cette expansion 
etant moderee au debut, est de­
venue plus rapide a la fin des 
annees 1950 et au debut des 
annees 1960. 
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AN ANALYSIS OF POTENTIALLY 
EXTANT ARCHITECTURAL RECORDS 

At the SSAC Archives Committee 
Symposium in August 1975, it 
was decided that two pilot 
projects would be undertaken 
in New Brunswick and in Alberta 
to ascertain, firstly, the 
availability, volume and con­
dition of any extant architec­
tural material, and secondly, 
to determine attitudes held 
by firms regarding the deposit 
of these records into archives. 

Ernest Ingles, Librarian at the 
Rare Books and Special Collection 
Division of the University of 
Calgary Library undertook such a 
study for the Calgary area. 
Ernie has submitted a report 
which has been distributed to 
members of the Archives Committee. 
The following remarks outline the 
major findings of the study. 
Any SSAC members wishing the 
detailed report should write to 
Jim Knight, Heritage Canada, 
Box 1358, Station "B", Ottawa, 
KlP 5R4. 

Ernie found that the years 1884 
to 1904 are, architecturally 
speaking, shrouded in some 
mystery. Several architects 
worked in the Calgary district 
at this time, but few materials 
have survived to document their 
accomplishments. 

It is apparent that the years 
1905 to 1915 represent a period 
of considerable architectural 
activity in Calgary. This is 
consistent with the building and 
real estate boom which occured at 
this time. During this period 
there were a total of thirty 
active firms; eight of the firms 
survived the period and twenty­
two firms ceased practice. The 
years from 1915 to 1945, on the 
other hand, were much slower. 
Only those firms having emerged 
from the 1905-1915 period as the 
more dominant seemed able to 
survive. Indeed, of the firms 
practicing during this 1915 to 
1945 period only three remained 
in practice for more than ten 
years, only one of which was 
still active in 1945. In this 
latter year, however, there was 
an increase in the number of 
active firms. This expansion 
was moderate at first, but became 
more rapid in the late 1950's 
and early 1960's. 



Le rapport cite que 25% des 
firmes ont eu une duree moyenne 
d'un an ou mains. 52 % ont ete 
en operation entre 2 et 9 ans. 
23% ont eu une duree de 10 ans 
ou plus. 

Le rapport conclu qu'il y a 
peu de chance de retirer une 
documentation importante des 
firmes qui ont eu une duree le 1 
an et mains. Pour cel les qui ont 
eu de 2 a 9 ans de duree, tout 
depend de la periode et du suc­
cesseur legal de la firme. Les 
chances de trouver des docu­
ments interessants en ce qui 
concerne les firmes qui ont 10 
ans et p lus sont tres bonnes. 

Ces conclusions sont tirees du 
questionnaire qui a ete distribue 
a 1.' association des archi tectes 
de l' Alberta . Ce questionnaire 
visait les points suivants: 
l'histoirique de la firme, 
l'existence de documents, l' en­
treposage, l'attitude des archi­
tectes envers les archives ... 

La reaction vis a vis le question­
naire a ete bonne. La plupart des 
architectes etaient d'accord de 
deposer les documents architec­
turaux aux archives. La majorite 
des documents retenus par les 
firmes d'architectes de Calgary 
qui sont encore sur le marche 
datent d'au plus, de 1945. Il 
croit qu'avec des recherches sou­
tenues, beaucoup plus de documents 
peuvent etre decouverts. Actuelle­
ment, Ernie poursuit ces etudes 
dans plusieurs autres villes. 

Jim Knight 
Responsable des 

archives 

4 

The report states that 25 % of 
all firms had a life span of one 
year or less. Another 52 % of 
all firms were active between 
two and nine years . Finally, 
23% of all firms lasted ten 
years or more. 

The report concluded that there 
was little probability of re­
trieving substantive documenta­
tion of firms lasting one year or 
less. The likelihood of re­
trieving records from those 
firms which lasted from two to 
nine years would depend on the 
period in which they were active 
and to some extent the presence 
of a legal successor firm. And 
for those firms which were in 
practice ten years or longer, 
the chance of finding extant 
records is very good. 

These conclusions were sub­
stantiated by a questionnaire 
which was circulated to the 
Alberta Association of Architects. 
Questions about the firm's history, 
the extant of records held, 
either active or in storage, and 
the architects attitudes towards 
depositing records in archives 
were asked. Response to the 
questionnaire was good. Most 
architects were sympathetic to 
the idea of depositing such 
materials i n archives. On the 
whole the majority of extant 
records held by Calgary firms 
still practicing date no earlier 
than 1945. Nevertheless, Ernie 
was successful in finding several 
instances where records predating 
1945 were held by practicing 
firms. He believes that with 
persistent research more materials 
from this period will be discovered. 
Ernie is now undertaking similar 
research in several other centers. 

Jim Knight 
Chairperson 
Archives Committee 
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