
A Note from the Editor 

Two Montreal buildings are examined in this 
.1. issue of the BuJJetin: Susan Bronson presents 

an exhaustive account of the inception and evolu­
tion of canada's first purpose-built museum of 
natural history, the Peter Redpath Museum at Mc­
Gill University; and Irene Puchalski investigates the 
Bishop Court Apartments, one of Montreal's first 
apartment buildings aimed specifically at the city's 
moneyed citizens. Also included in this issue is a 
review by Walter Daschko of Monuments to Faith: 
Ukrainiiln Churches in Manitoba, and the results of 
a recent membership survey. 

In The Design of the Peter Redpath 
Museum at McGill University: The Genesis, Expres­
sion, and Evolution of an Idea About Natural His­
tory, Susan Bronson searches the background of the 
museum's founder, William Dawson, to find his 
sources of inspiration for the Redpath Museum. 
She then demonstrates how these inspirations were 
expressed in the design, and finally relates how the 
building evolved after the death of Dawson. By 
painting this larger picture, Bronson is able to sug­
gest a direction for the future development of the 
Peter Redpath Museum which is sensitive to the 
building's historical, architectural, and scientific con­
texts. 

Irene Puchalski, after outlining the cir­
cumstances that led to the construction of one of 
Montreal's first high-class apartment buildings, 
Bishop Court, describes the essential characteristics 
of this building. The success of Bishop Court led to 
a number of similar apartment blocks in the city; 
buildings of this type, she notes, became a Montreal 
phenomenon. Bishop Court still stands today, serv­
ing as Concordia University's administration build­
ing since 1976. 

Walter Daschko, in his review of Monu­
ments to Faith, commends the authors' ability to 
clarify the role of Manitoba's Ukrainian churches in 
defining "the cultural and religious character of the 
communities in which they stand." While noting cer­
tain shortcomings, he finds much to praise in this 
recent publication. 

Thanks to Christiane Lefebvre for trans­
lating the survey results. 
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Note du redacteur 

Deux articles portant sur des ~ifices 
montr~lais sont publi~ dans ce num6ro du 

Bulletin : tout d'abord, celui de Susan Bronson qui 
pr6sente une 6tude fouill6e sur Ia cr~tion et 
1'6volution du premier musre canadien d'histoire 
naturelle construit A cet effet, le Musre Peter 
Redpath de l'Universit6 McGill; ensuite,le texte de 
Irene Puchalski qui porte sur le Bishop Court Apart­
ments, l'un des premiers 6difices A appartements de 
Montr~l destin~ A loger les citoyens ai~ de Ia 
ville. On trouvera en plus un compte rendu, r6dig6 
par Walter Daschko, du livre Monuments to Faith: 
Ukrainiiln Churches in Manitoba, ainsi que les 
r~ultats d'un sondage effectu6 r6cemment aupr~ 
de nos membres. 

Dans The Design of the Peter Redpath 
Museum at McGill: The Genesis, Expression, and 
Evolution of an Idea About Natural History, Susan 
Bronson explore le pass6 de William Dawson, fon­
dateur du Musre Redpath, pour retracer les sources 
qui l'ont inspir6 dans sa conception de 1'6difice. Elle 
tente ensuite de d6montrer comment ces influences 
se sont manifest6es dans !'architecture et poursuit 
en expliquant comment le mus6e a 6volu6 apr~ Ia 
mort de Dawson. Apres avoir effectu6 une telle ana­
lyse, l'auteure se sent finalement en mesure d'indi­
quer des voies A suivre pour l'avenir du mus6e, 
lesquelles tiennent compte des contextes historique, 
architectural et scientifique dans lesquels il s'est 
d6velop¢. 

Apr~ avoir relat6 les circonstances qui ont 
men6 A Ia construction du Bishop Court Apart­
ments, Irene Puchalski d6crit les caract6ristiques 
essentielles de l'~ifice, qui repr6sente l'un des 
premiers 6difices A appartements de haut de gamme 
de Montr6al. Son su~ a d'ailleurs entrain6 
1'6rection de plusieurs autres 6difices du meme 
genre dans Ia ville, lesquels sont devenus, seton elle, 
"un ph6nomene montr6alais". Le Bishop Court 
Apartments existe encore de nos jours, et sert A 
abriter des services administratifs de l'Universit6 
Concordia depuis 1976. 

Walter Daschko, dans son compte rendu 
de Monuments to Faith, commente l'habilet6 de 
!'auteur A cerner le r6le des 6glises ukrainiennes 
dans Ia d6finition "du caractere culture! et religieux 
des communaut6s dans lesquelles elles sont 
6tablies". Tout en soulignant au passage quelques 
interpr6tations rapides, il met n6anmoins en lumiere 
plusieurs bons aspects A retenir de cet ouvrage. 

Merci A Christiane Lefebvre pour Ia 
traduction des r~ultats du sondage. 

SSAC BULLETIN SEAC 59 


