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AT HOME IN HOl\IELESSNESS: THE POETRY Qlo' 

DEREK WALCOTI 

lbc:W<'$tlodiesha•·crtttntlyproduo:davcrydiltinguishetlgroupof 
writers; the best of th=, ~rck WalCOI:t, pert and playwright, i. one of the 
best]iving]>OetJinEnglish. Farfrombcingacclebratorofquaintpcaunts, 
or makcr ol patriotic myths, and cqu.ally far from bcing a gcncralin ol the 

poetic imaginatioo, Wa.kott, in hli rmcm.c:ly \Vat Indian Engl~h, h:u rctuntetl 
cl<xjucncc andhuntandignityw,·coc:andU>themodcmJtage. 

The uti"" of Dc:rck Wakot.t's two moR recent collcctioru of pcrtry, 
Tlrr C.u/<lwuy and Thr Gulf, not only imply oomething about the West Indian, 
post-colonial condition, the isolation :rnd the estrangement ol CrU$0C'J a~nd· 
oocd Friday<, they alsoromc: rostand for thcgeneral condition of all men. 
What i• most local is, in this poetry, mon univcml, and Wakott"l ugulf' i.s 
oon, wr home, ""d our ..:me of hvmdessn<SS. 

The Gulf i., of o:oo,..., a geographical place: the Gulf d. Muico, the 
Caribbcan, WalCOI:t"slitcral hmnc, wd that particularcontplcx ol gwgraphy 
and hi•tory tlut h .. creat.d. lW West Indian prc:.cnt. Born a h;.Jf.whitc, 
Eng~sh-speaking middkcl.m Methodist on the largely Roman Catholic i.!:rnd 
of St. Luci.o, whm:th<:hbck poor tell half-African >toties in French patois, 
Walcoc:tcarlyintcratcd hirmdfinthepoo<ibilities foctheatrein his multipk 
inheritance. With his br<>tMrhe b.., found.d. ""·era! dramatic wmpanies, 
11001bly the Trinidad Theatre Workshop, which he hao run for the past eleven 

~earl. The best of his earliest poetry ""'" oollcct.d. in 1962 in his fourth book 
of vess<:, ln u Grun Niglt1. Since then h.: h .. brought out Tit~ c~u~wuy and 
Otlrt:r P~mt (1965) wd Tilt Gulf (1969). Ouuide the Wt$1 lndieo WalCOI:t 
;, perhapi best known for his most recent play, Dr~Rm on Monkry Moum<~in, 



flnl produad i11 the Cen!nl Libr~ry The~rrc, Toroow, August 12, 1967, and 

rr<:om!)· brought to New York. This pby, hit moot ambitiou• work, and 
thn:eothc:rs,all ccntnllyconcernW with theddinitioo oftheWost lndi:oo 

'""" ol mind, Tit~ s~~ .u Diluf'lt'" (1'l'H), Ti·{~il" ""rl Htt Brotltnt (1958), 
Mttlroda11, fit" TM So:r '" tll~ Ri>tn {1969), were published together in 1970. 

A oontr.ll U..mo in all W~loou"o writmg, and Lho: •u'*"t oi his """' 
.......,.nt book oi poetry is ~the gulf"-nuo. ju" the: ii<>Lttiou ~nd cst.r~ngemom ol 
U.. P"t .. Lilvcry, poot-oJiooial Wm lndics, bu1 a OUIC of mind-no~ juot the 
Gulf oi Mai<;o, but Uu: gulfs within which we aJJJi,·e, the divi•iom o£ history, 

ga>g~hy,race,cb.u,philo5ophy-:;~ndt!u:gulftwilhinus,Lho:dividedloya). 
tics oi Lho: honc.t man. In ~ Curn Ntglll wockcd with the prOOlcrru o£ find· 

wgoursct.·csthetpinui.>lorlitcn.ldesund:ontsandinhcritorsolourmtud 
:ood quarrding ana:ston. n~ C•stllU'QY WO<k((\ with the the""'" of rolooi.! 
ioobuon: the ncoed ol the coloniaJ.Jy (1;\UQt((\ to crate an 00 of wM. to ~ 

CO>"U from colont.ili>m"s dcnigmions. Th~ Gulj is not. only about the post· 
ro!Qnial condition, it is about I&ObttOO, m.r.mgemcnt, W.Odonmcnt, and d"-;. 

tion :u types ol homclcssn...., ol h.omtl=ncss at home, homde~:~ncst which ,. 
borne:. Yn fo. all the udncss of tb= themes, n~ Culj ends with a triumph. 

Forwh.:u Wlkatan!IQUnccd:uhittksireforhisp!ayo i•<q•t.:dlytruoe 
of his poo:try-tlm Uqo should ohareo.omething of the ~igorouoly hfc-aff~mt­
ing quality ol the warrior"• w.ok«<;ancc, ~the bongo'", which, ac.cording to 

Walcot.t, rqn-••<'nu the warrior's <bncc cl triumph """' <k~th: it u a "foot· 
a«c:rting, earth-zserting, lif<'-W><rting dance in rontrailictioo of the grid".' 
The t.riumph ol. a "<tk«<~n« am only be..,.] ,f the func-n.l is real. 

Wah-d:onccs that incluoka real fuucnl are no popular opon.. The: 

p<'J'ular j)O(t is u1uall~ the poet who c<>mp\i!TI(nU his ~udicnce with cdcbra­
tionsofuomytlu,notthepoet "hodepreuestlu: audicurc with inugcs clitJ 
grid. Myth-<.>:khrattng pocu such :u Whitman, f~«t, and the West lndi.111 

Bnilhw:ute are often popuiltrly misundustood n pat.riotic dinortio<u of their 
vcrse,and.thrird;"kcrcompluiLicshavingt,ncon•·eoi<'nt!y forg<ltlen,thcir 

•implcr pocmo an often URd by review"rs ao "aporu •gainst lw patriolio:, 
O"llll"<:alion>tcdvcrse. 

For the patriot sunds in the «ntn: of his uniw;ne. But w~ tb:: 
W:nl<'ofgulfio.xnt.ral,theidontiticsau:dividcd;theoympthics:.u:Loc.tcdin 

thedi•·i•ion. AmasknuybecitherllbclorWhuc,butthc:fa«inthemLrN" 
is brown. The tlllln in the mrrrur inl>eriU not Carniul, the holid•y ol. nwk~ 
buti..a>t. Andtheunpopularityofl..entcrca~nCO<IOC<jllmCC,agulfbe. 



AT HOME IN HOMELESSNESS 

rwttn Lcn\Cn port and Cami•·:U p«~pk, a guH wltich io one (){ the nujor 
tbcmcsolTMGulj. 

Two pccmo from n.: Gulf, "M.u Man~ and 1he clooing ~m "Hie 

Jxet", rcprcscm Walcon"• fullcu c:xplora1ion of thegulfbetwttn popubr an 
and the medilaLi>e poet. ""M"'~ Man" is an introduction 10 1hc problem. The 
poem begiM with Carniv:U: "rrwo: puns with "mo.o''-the oolloqui~l for 
"muk~. 

Tltroughagre:llliDa'oheadclwdnlbyma.agt 
a bbckdakg.-Js, 
Ne"'· a gold wir«< pta<O.:k Wolhholdo a 11>2n, 

• f•n, O..un<ing its oval, ;<wrlltd <yco; 
Wb.tmct•pho<ol 
Wh><<Drooo.ling,mincingfanro.o>nl 

ll...:tor M•nnix, wal<CrwDrl..o dcrk, S..n Juan. has enrcred olion, 
Boroit, IWO goid<-D nuns- bobbing f.,.. brcai<plata, barges 
likeCieoparradown her ri<er, rnaking>~ylt.. 
"Join 1>1~, they .hcu.t, "0 God. chtlJ, yw con'r dance?~ 
bur.....-.cwh<Kinth.t,.·hirlwor.d'on.l~ 

•cholJ,rigg<d~habal,tolb[*f,oobbing. 

The m:uh of these dancen furnish their m)·th. H«t01"o n:unc: io parr 
M hio dan<:ing-ll«tor: the Grttk watrior. Tha1 hio name is, 1hu,, in<piml 
by U~t Grttk d..,,;,. rather tltan by African myth rcllco;t$ hi1 Europun. 

a.:ok>ni:U inheri1~ncc. Jlocll>r romhined wilh Mannii io a douhly m.l.nly oam<; 

••,.·aggeringu:une(lhooghlho:ouffi•i•at.-ilk•uggesLiveoldw:diminutiu:). 

And H«1or is a g=t name for a lion, th.n 111o001 m:anly and w:u--llke King 
cl. Bta.u. cmbkm cl. Elluop1a, Grcar Brilain, and Hollywood al<lc, tbo.c ue­

all)n cl. di"QITI$, o( Carni~al. And, l1ke rophy, Hector, 100, h:u "" <1tk:s 
rteiltd after his n:unc. The h:.H-rhpncs and the calypso rhythm w:entuatc 
the put-down. And the lion m~1k io m~ngy. 

NotelhatllocwrisnotJirgurwi:u ~lion, nor is heprtrtnJingtobe 
•lion; he hao ~nt~~J a lion. This i• l'lxe, in his inugin~tion; be is posseuing 

the lion a1 ~ 1pi.-i1 might f'O'UC$1 ~ man, a. • man might JIOUCS1 1 •isioo of 
himodf. But, within the royallioo cl. EngLand, Afrir2, and Holly......!, only 
• "hbd clerk growb~. 

Th. ...rend and third coommcs ol MM"" M;,n~ arc aloo rom:mtic =sh. 
The puoock which "withhold. a m:an~, almost <knying the dwter within ir, 

ia, oloo, • foreign elegance and ~al emblem. The peacock ia the bird of 



lndJ~ prin=ily, and a$ the ~00 gbmorius the black w~e. the ~acock 
gbmnrizcs the Ean lndtion coolie. The th~rd dancer, Doy>ic, is Ckclp;ltn, 
African queen, Eo.rth rnothcr,ag;tin roy•~ allain foteign. Wakoct re•n~liza 
the colloquial phrase "maling~tylt" with iu !ittflll meaning; tl"' dance,.. are 
m:lking>l)'k;thisiotheirart. AndWalcottOO..OOioaythey:ucnOidancing 
bt.>utifuUy. Wakoo on« rcmarko::d of the dcuxton of his vencs, ''they art 

fKIIIlliking.boutdw-:.ctcr,tbey areiminingyoudc>clopanyk:thq lil:cH.• 
The otyk they like is tl1<: 'tylc they are m.Jr.ing; !he poetic spc.Jr.er is 1101 
nuking the otylc they like: "0 God, child, you can't dmcd" 

J1« the founh couumc of MM2s. Man~ is the child's. The child io 
dtaKd n a fruit lnt, a local cr=un; root gbnlllroul, DOl powerful. 000: 

colourful-but dusky, f«ble, pcnitenti:r.l. And the child is crying: "But I am 
dancing". Tun an: the tbucc:. The "~mtronome" fD which the moornet 
danoes arc the ~~- Carnival ignores, but <he !..cm that Carni~:r.l be> 
token•: the gibbn, the bull whip, the untended child: lhe hinoria of sl:aVttJ, 
imprisonment, ond ntg!cct, the colooial P"" ~nd pr=m. And here, too il 
the h~ngal nun, who ,,.;u ckspiscd, who w;u ~ ... yal, who ,. . ., imprisont<l, 
for ,.-hoot <kath """ mown in the :uhes and funcr:r.l coloon of Unt, wboK 
mmio ;, ooo: the potomania w~ w~ :m rld<kn by the spint gods of 0111 

own imagination, but !he mania of God's peace which is no ~xc: 

But J om dancing, fr""' on old gibber 
mybull-whil'f'Cdbody•wings,amoetn><>On><1 
Like: a fruit-bat tbopred in rhe .,lk-ccuoo'l Wdor, 
my '"'noa, my m:anoa is • terrible: abn. 

Upon your ptnitcntial motning, 
oomc:<lr.ullmua rubitsmc<nO<Jwi!h..hel, 
oomc:mindmussoquatdownho..ling"' yQOJtdull, 
oomc:h.>D<I muor trawl and t«<Olta your rubbish, 
oomconc musr wrirc your poem• 

w .• Jcon'l pracntation ol !he hUtorica.! plUI in tcrnu of present sufilt. 
ing, Joca.l and rutural i=~ry. and Untcn Ovi.tian 0\'Crtorl<S, malr.~:~ .-, 
Ash Wednaday reply to Carnival an U!CIIion of tru!h ag:linst the .m­
ofgl:unoor. M:wmilnmayprefcrthcma•k;butthilpoctryismirror 

ii 
Untcnreality;.oocjllllaninheritancefromlheput;itinclud.ldir: 

d>ligatiom of the future, .u the opening poem of Tll~ GuiJ, "Ebb~, su~ 



L1h ~Maso Man , ~Ehh" ;, cun~rned with the distance bctw«n the \lngbm­
oorous c•·eryday uiotencc, with it• •\lfflnng• ~nd no fun, and the ~!luring 

glamour (1/ lhc far-ow;;oy ur the im~Wk- uf.bbw Oj'f'O"C' m~ im:tges, • 
palm grove, rcprccnt"'g naturalp1cty ur th, "»cred wood!" of home, a 

idn:>n.c:rstruggling totW.hoti~on. whidtsu~u ;unbition and the desire 
tolravchomc,andtbc highw:.)-tn::odmiU to work tl~;~r "woo" muse"'"""" on. 
The bcauuful and ~Loved palm gro<.·c " going to ~ bull<k.<r.ocl btaurc the 

11l1nd n«dt the money. And tile glimpsed «hOOilcr i• noo: oo:1ly out too fu 

b)' now f..- the spukcr to idcnufy with, but 11 is, and al'''"Y' tw been in 110me 

.... y crippled. At £ir1t lhc ,.]and ,...,If seems to lu•·c cnonared the K~t, 
:u o woold-~ ail<: fcds ch.:tintd by home k>•·cs and by hon1e'1 poverty. But 

111 the sc:hooner a.:opa tbc i>lond " is seen u if Qugbt og;Un, thi• umc by 
tlw: "thinned", "wzhcd-up" lea r:odiaot than real, undrcm~-IJkc mooo. The 
ochooncr apptars to ha•·c wont<:<! to fly, but the dream< of flight wrrc im­
polliblc. lkxh what il dca~ 10 W. in staying hctl, the ...:red wood, and wh.:tt 

isda=ttousinlr••·inghcn:,amb;tion-:>.n:rt>Oftgagcdtoocooomicand 

10Ci1I!KUS$ity. "Ebb"concludel· 

Forufu,,c:ach sunWJ, 
lh<wildestolwall 

mongag<s hletolcar, 

And why oool From thisar 
U...c'• tel'for mough in the lu.bitual, 
miradc enough"' the fomihar. Sur<, 

ForlhciiLin(l/the gulfist:Otun~d (rum h11 p.><t, from natu!", ond 
from his dn:ams for lhc future. Yet ol..,ng wtth rhi1 scnoc Q{ C$trangcmcnt 

ilaoonrradiaoryocnsculhutTI.lncloocneu. Fora gulf is no void; it l""be­

twccnthiupand includestheir•horco. A>"Ru.ns<:l:~ Gn:~t !louse:" (from 
I• s Gru,. Niglu) r«alls from J.)orme, no mo.n i1 3!1 i;land: 

Abb:tewirh ngo, [ tiiOUght 
Soone ob.., is rotting"' lhio m~noriallail.t, 

And otiU tht coal of my c.ompouion fought: 
11ulAihiontoo,I<'U~ 

A colony Lke oun, 'P:ort ol the <ORti!ICflt, pwn of the ""'in' 
Nool<..boo:ttn, rook <>er bloo.n, dcrangtd 
ByfNming <honndo, and 1he •••napo::nK 

olbitttcfaction. 



All in OO<np>.«ioo end• 
So differently from wh>t the h.-.rt onanged: 
·,., wdlo• i!am.ooor of thy friend'• .. ' 

Walmn, h•lf·whitc and a sla,•c's de<c~ndant, rduscs nothing of hrt 
inhcritano:, but affirms it:tll,thcsc,·cr~lspccch palt<rn<, the<c,·cral religion•, 
the <c\~r:tl cultural traditions, the separated and <cvcring historieo. The bilin· 

guali<m of hio inhcriw.ncc is Ml moogrd but imperial. Whether writing in 

~~t::.•:~ ~~~~.;;; ,;~':~ ~~~~:~:··;; ~: ;~~~~~~~:~.~~::~~:!i:: I 
atcnohihtyoftftcsp<"'chistheS>m~.,whcnthercprobateisolatoChanw.l, 

d)·ing, refu= to <end r~r the priC$1' 

The prie.t migltt lo,., hU faith liotening to the modneu of on <>Id thief. Only 
God, who ha ve a '"""g ltom.:tch and who is a VC<)' old m.on, on old r=llih 
me who frightening tbr world, «>uld undcrot:ond that, so don't mind about th< 

(from M~lcodan, er Tlu Si% ;,. d~ Ra;•) 

Writtcnasthoyareinthcvoiccnfthe"folk",Wakott'splay<can<pcakofGo:l 
., exi<t ir>g, whtrca> the <peaket in Walcott'sfX>Ctty io agnostic. The littk 

hymnattMendofMa/cochon isnotunhelic,·cc]orunl><ii<>·ahle:iti<thefrd­
iugatthcloeartof\\'alcott .. \'isionofgricf: 

Thcr.gcofthebca>t istahnforgr>nt<d, 
Man's beauty i••haring hiohru<hcr'o pain; 
God sends tb~ "'"""'!where the "'"''"d is wanted, 
TlmUthcstor)'oisixinthc r.on 

The dignity of Wakon'• dramatLc cllaractcrs and the finely romp[., 

andcompa,.ionatevisionofm>ninhisplayoarer<X>tcdinWalcou'sc.rpcr>em 
ofthc"gulr', ln Waknu\poctry.· the point of view and thCJ""'lic speaker 

arcthcsam.,andthefin~ intclli):e.occthatproducedthe play••pcaksdirtdt 
tnthere,tdcrin his own voi<e. Thc<pec<:h style is different, but the rness>g~ 

i1 the s.m-.c: an alfirmatiot> o{ human dignity that indudcs a J>er.:cption<i 
the "fu...,ral"- the "hong~>", the worrior'o wake-<lancc. \Valcott'• moot U. 

allirmatinn, in hi< f'C"'!m, io ]><tlo:.!pl loi< most hupd.,< work, tb; 

"The Gulf", which sceo W murder of President Kennttl!' 

or Donne, \Valcnlt puns graHly tlornughout '1lr 
>S<O<i;ttionsiothcdrivingforccoithctight,lflllki. 



b'dc:d IDUOon:. As tho: poctio; sprak~r k~'-u Dallaa, "htn: h<: h:u ba:o 
~ioiung L:iends, and tho jet flieo along tho: Gulf al~ cl1.hc Amcriu.n south, 
he reacts to rhe juot-~nounccd munlcr cl the l'.uidcnt. Exh of the three 
satron• of the pnem begins with an clf<">M. tu <ktacb rhc mind from the p.>in 
clthought;eathStOioocndlw•thrhcilll;lgtofdcathrcj{ainingcontrol""cr 

lhought. In the fin~: occtLOn de:nh ;, occn as the dc:.uoycr, the <brroy•:r of 
om.n"s lovn, rhc deotroycr oi man"• wo.-k•, the de.tr<l)'cr cl the great. Jlut 
the '"Lycidas".likc ~lf-<;OOCCrn ol the speaker bocn> nl the occond ..,coon. 

l'or, :.s tl>co jet pl:r.nc k"'"' Dallas :a.ud friends behind, and rt.. Gutr circlCJ 
bclowit,dcalhpracnu iuclfmorcgcmrallynd;,uncc,u bistory,andasthc 

long p.tst of fratcnul, civil, nci~l war. In the third ocction, the :o.wa:CHC$$ ol 
hi"UI)'tutnstoprophecy;tlu:gulfofwar!lfor=n. 

noe 1pcakcr'• effort to achi<vc tho: <kta.ohed, the ubjccm~ vi<w ;, occn, 
rmnially, :u both a •pititual curci~e and tt.. n:su[,. of cmotwnal buguc. 

Sou:,urulu,·cn,dreadingtbcc•<nion 
of ti~hrenrng, rocked nave. fuelled with lirju<>r, 

oomcunolry, rtlioouoBo•ubon, 
rl>c body, bu.:klin~ or i" ca.kCl hole, 
aruarlikcl..tnigh<'•bl. .. rrocU>g•uengi,..,., 
.. -a<ch<othcfun>CJofthcah.o.u!tcdi<Jill 
ao the tnno-Tu.a• jct, Kl<t<hing begins 
rufiighr oncl iticnd.diminilh. So, !Obca,.·arc 

o{tbcdrnMun""'tbc"""ld<u<hcr 

Thio sort of <ktachmcnt ~)so g;,-.,. an •.oiJi'ctive .,..·en iew nf the di<r•n«<< 

lU~tion: 11><-gulf--dc~th, r;or;ial divisir>n, the hiS!oria ofh..tc. And th,. ,[c. 

t¥hing oococlf from CKatcd t.hings i< aloa ~ l~"J>C of dynlg. We S!Up up in 
thcwkctholewitltrtsglanwinr:lowbcyondY.hichbu!.bkthcclouJiofhi•· 

tory,onrlln•·cdctachaiugiftllromusalwctoLcoff,dicaw>y from thelO\·es 
rithc:world. rn10thc<livincunion--duth'luoion, which ildi>·i>iun,l>f Lin· 

r;olo'l,"bichisdiviJcd. 

l rmga of "ar---t/.., bul~. the milit.ary uniform, mrlnory bond mu•ic­
andriotfiresmthcghcttlll-.arebobnccdagarn<l im,~;t~ofln~canrlinn<.'Ccncc: 

!bt ..-.given to thc: <pc~kcr by a Dallas child at d.awn. rl"' beautiful urth 
~~~tlf,friocn<ls,angd•,thcGulf_ AR<Itt..ciryol Dan .. i<inoocent:llllairport, 
l.o>-eF~kJ,,.-oundcdbythc mur<krof Kcnnedy,hccorna lyne«lochc for thc 
Qtyol. friend. in which bot.e and murder exist also, but do nDl negate each 



otbu. lti!,ofrou~.rypic;lloEWak<lttthatllc:.unlihto=ny,didnntf«< 

obhg«<toacruoc allDalla• nf mur<l<r, For 1Jilla1 is not foreign t~rri10ry to 
U.., nun of dlf: Gulf, it il a famihar miracle: a< wdl n a ptx.o al. f2miliM turor. 

Wlutwaowillc,J 
11n inno::nn1, oun-streakcd Do!lu, the b<a>t'sclaw 
eurlcd around that h:oirspnng nfk is rC\'Qlcd 

MCVC'I'J' pogeu lunacy or faal bw; 
eir<ling tlut .. oonJ we J.t.,-e Love J'i(ld. 

In the KCOO.d ~tion of the poem Walrott ....., the jet'J window gWs 
to play "ith St. P~ul'• "we KC !10W a1 tn a gl;u1 darkly" but without the 
... int'• affirmation "but then b<f.t<> fxe". The clarity and the det:odlm:ul 
of gW. i1, instead, "the inuge bf our p:~in", The buutiful bhx and grq­

world""'" from tl"' jot as "peded of her~"""'""" combines with the a...a.e-
1\N al. mounting ucial ,-ioko~ to coluur thoe imagination with the bhx and 
grry uf the uniform• of the American ci>il war, th.-.t most brotherly bank, and 
••• •dtth;ot .. ·ar's mU>IC: 

thruughtlutgrcy,fadingmaosacn:ablue 

light-hanedcreekflut<Sofsornc•i<l• 
IUthc.,..ncoilaofdrummingw:atcr. 
Their <aulf: !I cr)'•nllm<: th< divine union 

oflhesc.Jc~aehed,di'idtdStata"-booellaugluer 
darhns~houmn.eroow,, 

Thusthe"divoneuni<.>n"<>fthefirstscctionofthcpocmpuns"-ithtbt­
""lOII ol the Suta in tile: ~«ond ~e<tion. As thoe poem continU<.!, the "•mol:l 
of hun.ting ghettos c~JUds the glass", and "" r«ogntz.c th~t tM cloodo !i 
earth >«n tbruY_gh the jet "'ndow ~1,-.c-n, !'Unnin_gly, a< the clouds ol racill 

who<filhng-ot~.tionl!gns 

pmc!..un tl"' Gulf, on air, bavy with gao, 
oid.em the Sbt<, horn Newa~k 1<1 r-;..,. Orlano. 

~va the South felt hkc home~ begins the third ocction. Yet the bot:K­
likcnes• 011ly inc..,aoes the $en><: of p>tn by m•ktng it more pcnon.J.. Tlr 
"str:u~,gc, f;rnuhar >Oil~ 

pri<kledondlo.arbtdtbc:tOJtu..,olmylu.ir, 
mystltusasaoocondary""'l. 
'llleGulf, yoor gulf, i1 doily widcning., 



lncre:~oedconsciousnnsofr;>ci~[prtjudia:bringson!l~etcrriblcpropl>ec:y: 

a.c:bblood-m:II'OK,..,_nuofthat<(lmingnight 
wMn thnc'oDO rock dch togohidlll' in 
and all lloeroclcs<at<h fire, when that block mtgho, 

<heir ooalking, rnoonlcoo paml=s turn from ~lim 
whoo< •·oicc tht-y an""..-.: bdien, ..-Mn the bla<k X'o 
Jtutk thdr ~100\'et with sbln seraphim. 

"I'b.rtKol~(takingupagainthcO~U.asro«:)~afignofbloOO. 

Religion will prll"id< no rock, and the Pa•>O\er of the: Angd of Death, when 
God puni>Md the EgYptians for cnsb•·ing the J<w'l, will a..:cur again. Pun­
Ding ,..,[ates blxk X'•, Mala>lm X'o, bl:ack Olrists (oino. X is ChriS~), X n 
•nonymom man, th.c bl:tek or in•·isibk man, and X ;ts crucifox, the: mark of 

pmo:<:ution, wilh the: oign SOUL BROTHER put up, like the paoom·er lamb"• 
blood,ogain.stthcang<'lloftkath,blad<angcb,inriottin>Q. 

Among the IC\'cral :rnlrru.h which an rc:prrsem Christ in the: bcst.iary, 

lion, lamb. dove, the: panther is abo, by ID<Iition, Chri>l. 1\ut thc:te bl:ack 
panthcn turn ~way from the Christ in whom they on Ill>( believe b.caiiSC 

He P"'add the hrothuly lmt they did no:x f"W'ilt. Tlx rliuppcintcd X"1 
"m: .. k thcir p;wover with sbin Kr:~plum". Angels will kill angels. Tbc 
block ongds of death will kill the whttc angels. But th. scrophim are, also, 
the innoccm of any race wOO will doe in 1uch a war. This is not a war of 
Lucifer against Cabrid, bc:.:>usc God i• not 0ttn :as on unc: 1Kk or !.he od,.r. 
N()l', 0111 of such a war, can rhere be •"Y ~ictory for nun. Nor will 1he 

<pakcr go home from such a ~ision: 

ThcGu\fohir>eo., duU., lad. "11><rno11 nl Tau 
glir>to like o mct:olrim. I ha\'( no Mine 
ulotlgusununcrbubblingroit>loead 

boi\sf()l'thotdoywhtaintheLordGOO"oname 
tloe<ooaloolfire>Rhco~upoothchwl 
ofaU,.·"-goopd t.thc .. ·hip•nd flame. 

age af1er ~ge, the untnotructing dead. 

n.., whip ~nd the flarn<-----211d ""'think of bol:h the slaV(>OWnc:r'• wbip 
.,.d the revolutioni•f• fl~n,.. J'or a. long :as thi• gulf ui!l:o, home i1 the 
"'"'""led field oflo•·c, and we h.-·e noty~t left hvme. l-lonle it this histary 

1111in<truatd by the &ad. Home io thio homdeunes~. 



THE DAUIOUSIE RE\'IEW 

Walcou's ch.:mocterio.tic i<kntif~C~tion of hUll'• ilan-lc ~ within eh-. 
ond of chaos :u hum.tn, un be m<>lt mccinctly illum~te<l by oomp~ring four 
poo:rn• whcr sintilorly ad!!~ to t.he soliury, unillumin:~.ting •t~r ol twi 
hghr, St~-,ns· ''Nw.n(CS of a Theme by Williams" ("hi~h give. us Willi1rru' 

p'>cm al wdl), Fron's "Cl""'"" Something Like a Star", ~nd Wakott's "StarM. 
1loc \\'illia......S.c-.cm and Froot [)Ornlf .:u.: ,..,.,. sirnilu; each '"I'"'· 

~nt>thc•peakcrufcdingfMificd bythc~n>Cofdi>t"ncc and oletachmcnt 
he. g•ts froot OO.Crving a stu which ap1~an to bo: onn:btcd to and Wlint<:r­

cstcd in the trivi~ ol. the honwt •itw.tion. 

llr11r"g"l' "'urgge 

you f'''' "''· ~M<I<~t r~<>r: 
SAi~r.Jo,,;,. rAr•u,..Ue 

,.,_JJPAidOJOr<lt11J,.o,.,rt/ 

I 
Sh1nc alon<, ohine noh,Jly, ohinc ~L: broau, 
th:atufl.cuncithor my bttnurany innctl"rt 
of my bring, ohinc like firr, that mirrors nothing 

l.tnd 1101"-rt toahyhuRU.Dr<y thatsuffwcs 

)'011 in iuown li~ht. 

llcnotthimenof •nnmmg, 
H.tlf-man,luolf..,_.r 

Bcn«ollint<lli~ltce, 

Or an old bone. 

The Fr<>~t poem similarly remarks orr the llat'• unknd"'g natu..,.: 

S.1-..ethin81!\nditsoyo,'l bu.rn'. 
llutsoy with whotdcgrttol bcaL 
Talk Fahrtnheit, to!k Crnugndc. 
U~el.angwg•-•·ancomrn:l=>d 
TrU <U whotdcmcniiJ<ID bknd. 
ltg;•co,...urug<'lyLrtlcaid, 
Butdocftrll.omcthinginth.o<n<l. 
And sttadiast u Kou' Eremite, 



~"'"''"•lOOping from iuopho-o; 
ll .. laaliul<oiluhrrc.. 
h .. kscluoaattainheight, 
Sowhrn><timto!htmtlbio•,.ayal 
T<>a.rry praikM blame""' far, 
We .,.., <'- _.....ming lilc o out 

ToruyourrninJionandbcO!oid. 
Robnt Frn.t,''C'-Somellting Like a Star" 

Th.cx Slatt arc dctadltd from mob IIJ>i.n•on :ond OOurgcois Knlimemalitics; 
thrirfortifyingeff«tiointell«tual. AhhuughbothStr.cruond Foutof1cn 

rtf<:rtonalurcaoheing a rhao1. the <ha"""' ofthtir philoool'hics were merdy 

!lx:chaoooolnature.C".OO·I<u•ndpcrh<lt-butpan••llyf<wm<d,hutnOl 
humanlyorcentrully<•il. Forneitlu•rSic>enonorFr<•tmuchfdtthcchaoo 
ui hum:on -ial rd;oti<>ns a• cemral t<> their Knsibilit}"· A~>d, although th. 

naturcoithacear!Krpom may h<lvcbttn formica and murky, the: minds 
ol these: poeto were cornnl(ltlly rcpr=nt<:"d by thrm .. souro:n oi light, starry, 
inba. Andolcoun.cthc:n:uuralchaoe:~ag:n~ticspcrcoi\·cdl<>gi<::olly 

obligm their non to b.,·, oothing to »y. Althuugh ncitl>cr Stc''""' nor 
Willioms "'"" Frost c•cr C<>nsistomly truk in thtir other pucrns the: ummc 
:mti-Jymbolit po~ttioo of thc<c sur poems, thry did, on the whok, ll'lld to 

ocoor their imaget of '"th.u "hich hum~nity has suffuwd in its own light-. 
"Make it new", they rcmcm\.o:rcd. F<>r them the poetic imagination w ... the 

makr:-rofform,thcsourceof [,ght; the~ in,·entcd the meaning> and .ldmiucd 
tbeim·ention. 

Butcluoti.<hurnan in Wakto~t"sl'"''"tY,and, if only on U..logic.a.l 
groundthatrnancanonlyl"'rceivenoturcthroughhisownhum:onity,Walcott"s 
1131Ur<:is•uffu~w.thhumarteln<"rnocia.,humarle<lljijl<:<tiom,hurnancsym· 

bOO~andischao.ooly"·hcnwcfed it Ill. Sinccu1.Jt mindiswhr,..,wearc,if 

bc.autyfcclsCQ!npa"i"nat<iti>compOlSSinnJt~.an.JI.:auly"scomp:o«ionisp~ 

r:A our ru~ry. Baudcbirc ""'right: the pilbrs of natmt'o tctn[>le 00 respond 
1<1 1.11 in • mystoriOUI bur h:>lf undtmomdablc •pcech. And the morning lW" 

io,in S!c,·cns'dtnyin~ wordo, "•him<ra nf the morning, lulf.rnan, ru.Jf,nar"". 
Butitioa..,:>lu..r. 

ll,inlh<!ightolthing•,youfadc 
'""l.ytt .... nly .. ithdrsw<> 
to<l<lf<:ktttnlio<dandoppr<>pri.oi.C 
dilw.co; ~kc the moon ldt oa 



aU ~tght among the Icons, tru.y 
ywin•isiblydcfightthiohoo ... 
Ootar, d01tblycom~"ion>t~, who rain< 
too lOOn fc< twilight, tool.o.t< 

for dawn, may'""' pal< n ..... 
difU'ftht....,..tinuo 
tluoughc~ 
wUh the,_.,., ol 
platnday. 

Among the SC\'~ral du1t<1'1 of mgg"-'ti<>n in thio ('O'ffi U..u is the 
uligiom:thatwhichio ctal,y~tfadcd in the light of"thmgs", distanccd fr001 

"' by our choia:, )'~ a soorc~ ri delight (more than light), rompa,.ionate, 
dtm:ting the wont in ut (:u oim .. n, raidc:nu. of the cha<Ji uound w) with 

rhe p:onioo of plain cby. The d:.y ot:or is traditiorully CluUt. whooc p:wi.., 
oikwcandpatn tJourlight~d dcligbt,~nd "'holepassoon .. al<oourpbin, 
ourordinary,cbily brQ;I. tlutU..cby•t:ori•alooVcnus,thegoddcuof kwe, 

~aut)·. and .. ~ual ~ton. And the ~tar is ab<> a =I st.> r, a hcnc:fit d mr.:ra 
ing, a light to the imagination. And the~ .. is '<lm<thing or ~nything 

beautiful hut more rem~mbcu:d tMan p<rcti>ed, The sur is something of the 
J•rinciplc of rompmion iuelf. 

"Still w< belong he,.,. Ther<\ Vrnm. \Vc """not )"<I lost", from 

a dtffcn:nt Wakott purm ("Umpfall") lout it i• the 1..:"'"' ot>or, ~d the U.tn( 

plain JW'ion<: disuncc, loot...,.., clooenns-arKI the oom~10ns of e;mh's 
btautyand hum:on],.-e. 

The la<t ('O'm oi TM G~IJ, "Hie Jatct", agam a»cJU the ar-homcno:sl 
of the speaker with the parttCI>I>r p.oin oi pbin day WJth JU roored and 
familiar ]o,·~. Though tlt<rc. is "no home" wtdt•n the gulf, within the ~ 

of evil; although there "~re horn<:«>mings without lumw=" {from "Homrwrn­
ing:An .. La R~yc~) when the artin'• work i• ignor«< <X 1101. wamcd, when. 
:u poet. he is niled ftom lhc unthinking; though home contains pain and ._ 
and iool.ation-it ;~, Wakou ~··crJ, rhc right place, the nght>ubjo:t.--t.ho: ltll! 

scli. In ~I lie Jxtt" '"" Gul£, tJu. "grey tub •~~ming ..-ith clouds cl Kl' 

;r.phim", the muxulou! angcb of rhc -oro,n:uy ea~th"-is lhc place whc:Jc. 
losmg one's"'""' of home. losing ooc's self, one: i• reborn. 

You mU<t he botn ag~in to find yourM:lf, 13YI the l.lthlc. You mUll be 
born ogain of the water; you mun he w;uhed ckan, you mun be w;uhed lWl1, 



AT IIOME I"' HOMF.LESSNESS 

,..,... miJSl be drow,.,j. And be born again of Uw: wa~r. Gulf wat~r. For 

!Otho:.poeti>hurnogaio,~foundiohisscn><:oflootno:U. Forhekoowsthat 

bring so lost ~nd so r~born, invi•ibk ID the people >mong whom he sink•, he 

= be reborn "' 1 grta~r ani<l and .. a grc~ttr w01kcr for th~ir mmmon 
wul. •• a grratcr spcal..rr for their tn1t >elves, rlw: f:acr~ under tbe ~on masks, 
than any mere poliuct>n M popu\ari•t. Why ~turn !tom rlw: Big World to 
thetinyislandl Why rcurm robe cast away,iguorcd,unp<'!lular. 

Convinced of rh< row~· of provinci.>li .. n, 
! yielded qu'"ly my kDOWltdg< .,(the wot\d 
toogrtyrubtteaminiw:ithciou<bol.><raphim, 
rhe•ngdoand flag• oilhc w<><ld, 
and lll>""tf •'- who hi .. , lih ok1m. oi .. ,lt, 
this coarx ooop-uod~nJI: trulh: 

I -~lu IDOl"<!""""'' rh= you. mo<e fame rhan 10""­
[wu""'"'hnmotir.,lk-lhcCQfllRW)IIweal. 
I pr<rcnd<d oubdy to lost mpdf in crowds 
knowt~~g my P"""K<WOUklaltcroh.:ir r-eflcaion. 

1•-.r rhatmuKie•hoo\dcringoh.:g ..... 
throughordinaryeanh, 
CO<nrnon<r than w>tc< I .ank tolooc my nom<', 
rhiowor myJ<"<Uild birth. 

And Wa\CI)I.t has alrrrffl their rdkctiun-th<:ir bee in the mirror...-our 

faccinthcmirror. Ti-Jranthelinkst,Mahkthcmonkcy,Cluntalthcrhid 
and pCII<t in rhc l~t, ]lector the: clerk ~nd Boy•ic-al\ lost in the wiklcmeso, 

t~>~aw:>yinrhcgulf.londyonclp<IOI-rtrcbl-n. 

Aghoot>trp<frcmyou.mrgrandfotllcr'•JhOOtl 
U('f"OIIttdlrom~roinyEngh•hdurc. 

you"""ghtynurRom.n 

EndrnouicMXbyfirc. 
Yourmi•ed-g>~hucdynurchafl"<dblackbo<>Q 
inachiJ,J",rolfon. 

Anclburiedth=him.oclfona ltrongrcoo.l!. 
Sirc, 
why'~' I roi"' yoo np1 lkc.o.use 

YlJIJr hoo1<lw voico. )0\lf burnt hlJIJ1<, 
1hrilb with ungucued, lovely rnhcritOI"l, 
your ~cnrologic:ol Jool trao, f~llcn •un·i.,... 
lik~oco>(ln<tltimberthrooghgmao.,\inlcli•·a. 



I <ljlCil tow~rd1 Y""rtwilighl,sir,tlut dre:om 
whtttlam>ingodiath.tiC:I-<,..,..ing,_.am 
tc....-.rds tlu.t \'~f'OIO'I' world, whew soul<, 

likcpres•ur«<ucabroughtdi>rnorwlsoutofroo.ls.. 

Out uf a wruked pall, grttn voica; out of a hinory of hate, ~~~ a­
tcnsiooolkwc;outolthogulf,anisL:and:a~inhomdasncH. 

NOTES 
D=Jr. w~~rnn, "M<:aninp", s.-. 1 (Scpfm>b..r 19i0), 48-9 
O.rok W~lwn, "W•kou '"' Woloou", c~nb~~n Qwm•rly XIV (M.•rd>Juoc 
1%8),78. 


