
TilE QUEST FOR REALITY IN IIENDERSON 

THE RAIN KING 

·n., heroic qliC:It ;, no MW them~ in !iter~lu..,. Eugene Hendcrson 

ol S..ul &llow't H~'"'"M1" tk~ RJiJ, Kong, hm.:e-.·tr, .. ·hilo:. cng~go:d in • 
qliC:ItoimiWtoth:r.toleulierhfroes,is noordinoryhero. Aged 55, indif 
fc...,nt ])(IU<SS(It ol $3,000,000, husband of ooo: (Lily) and bther ol (ive 
("Edwud, Rtccy, r\hcc :md twQ more""), Hcndenon is, ne•·erthdcss, a hero 
in modern drm. LiLo the Cr1J$:Kitn, ],);( the grnl scc:kcrs, he is drivm by 1 

OOiretokarn whar.thcworldi! oUabout,todiorover re:olity, and thus satisfy 
the~~lr:sovoicc"'inhitht:irtwhichup." l .,.am,lwant,lwont,olt, l 

w:.m"",o-.crandO\·crago.in. ThisheOO.:.succcssfullyond~nOlonlythot 

"chaos <k><sn"t run thc whole •how" {155-6)' but o.bo--following tti.ab ol ~ 
arod hem---that hi$ Jo...c of "the uld bnch ltft"' hJS been junified. lt i~ true 

he: lcarru th:r.t "man must not <kmand a heaven of c.uth""0 :u>d that. reality it 
not<OnlCUUng wluch,ona:glimpsed, l!.:lnds before onc:o~ dearly and Jtation· 
ary :u anaruo. Instead, continual cftOft,cncrgy, .... ~~~ diocipli11c, arod rcpleni>b­
ingarcmluircdifttistobckt-ptinview.ondcvcntlJCnitthrcatensto 
changcfurms,tohcinrotuistent. (ThcqliC:Itifthcnp.moi.thci<Ultoneq>t 
of reality.) Yet Hendc:noo"o {.:1nd lkl!ow'o) conclwiQII. i1: 

I h:ncai ... Jl argued that l..ily n<irbo<r ki>OWJ DOl" hkos reality. Me/ I"""" 
the old bit<h jull the way oho. is 1nd llih 10 think I am olwoyo prq>:o~r«l £01" 
ev<:o tiJC ,..,.11 oh< lw 10 $how m<. lom • tru< .dora- ol hk, aod if I c:;u"l't 
reach oshighosthefoccc! it, I rl3nt my kiu somewhcrclo>Wer Jown (133--4). 

Whilo:.thispa~ougctlluurotcsth:ttHcndcrson haoagrcatiO\ccf!i{e, 
it illustrates also that he: 1w certain ot.bcr ch.nacteristia wcnu.al to IlK hero 
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"'ho will gr:opplo:: with life in onkr ro disa:..~r the nauu~ ol n:ality. The 
rym:uanddiction IUgg<st th<:cuergy which 1-lcndcnon possessa in abund.­
arn. Although 1t i1 ttmplmg to undcn:itim>!e the v.tlue lkllow pl:&CU on 
ouch cMrgy. it i< imp<.>rt.oot ID bcv in mind th~t JOIIC'ph (in D .. nglmg M11n) 
.md Asa Lc.·cnlh~l (m TM Vomm) fail to act oooocr than they do oimply 
~thcylad:Hcntkrson"stner-gy. 

hcanhtohowoth.otthiltntrgyis:mimpottantcharancmticolthe 
hero "ho want> to go ~dorpcr" than others in "unearthing lifC• meanings~. 

Fin! ol:lll, we.,.., told, more than an ordu>.try amount of energy;, needed 

r.oenooungt: the hero ID JntCl triaD of the head and heart whicl. he must 
m«t before he can b~;U: from dwh-lo•·ing, for whik Hendcrson ha!. a huge. 

bli!ld >ff>Ciitt for life, he has, .:u. the umc time, a daire for dc::alh: ihus he 
ob..bits on cn)o)-ment r:l m;..,ry throughout much of the: arly part o( the 

"'"cl: be attcmpu to krll the cat, he repeatedly ihratcnt ID commit 111icidc; 
he bars a 'Joitc wilh•n him wluch ;uks, MDo you kwe death oo muchl" 

Stooodly, lldlow bdieL·a gte:n cncrg)' i< nt<:-"l"Y became ,..a)ity, 

pr~ly•icwtd,",.:woci.:lttdwithiMpira.tion'" (150). Noj>a.Uivcorlukt· 

warm IT'pomc to lik will produce the irnpir:ati011 "hich leads to a full and 
dc.tt....,..ofrc.tltty. Onlyg=tcnergrwilldolh:at, as the following passage 
1\tggats: 

AduU,..illproducao•"Ct"}'duUgood,ofnointa"at. W\r.<reo fcllowdnowsa 
bottlclin<•h.trcMUapttobefound,dead,atcoti<nolli:alrlthcgrnt•U"ength 
oidfan,ondonlydfon(l~). 

!iinoc: 1-kndenon f""seseeS thiseMrgy,h<cap be inspim:l and 50 put down 
!be d.ath widL Thtl$ the trip r.o Africa, which u•e. bim: 

Sofo.Go.!"l .. kcnulcamo>"c,Hcndc·rtoo,putfOJthdfort.. You,too,willdic 
oilloiopcntlr::roco. Path wo!l•nnihi!.>te)"<"' anr.l nothing will rcnui.t> (37). 

AndiO,promptcdbytk.ircaru:lc;~.rried forward by csa:ssivc energy, 

Hmclononbtgintthc qucn and, in ba. bcgi.a to bring the blurred tmap 
ol.tcaloryintof<>:us,sinarc:spoodingvigorooslytolifei•apo.rtrlviewing 
lftliry. BU\othcrU3hlicahr:ad. Ucndc:rson mU<t, fom of all, learn tbc 
wah,.,,J.thehwt,th:uis,oi laic ami fccltng. Thit is rcbti•..,]y eary for him 

.Uhio!ifchebaJ, if anything, too much feeling. In fact. lkllow ttlb 

-.lOO much feeling has cootribut..d to Hcndei"JQII'< belated uttder.st:Lnding 

.. what reality is: 



Menoi moll l""''"ful ~ppc'lile ha•·• ah•-ayo been 1hc:oon 10 doubl; re:>!ity the 
moot. n..... who DDilld <101 bn.r oha1 bopcs•houlol Iura 10 miKry, and low .. 
1<>hatmb,anddeatlu10oiknccs,a...l><>on (!OS-6). 

Butoinc:ethehtartis invohtd in <he ttolal mpon..:,lbc trial<ofthc:he;ut 

mwtktndurcdagain. 

TherefOI'l' "" find lltnokrwn among the Amc .. ·i, a tribe gow~r..m by 
tbrir cmotiuno. Evcrylhing about them i U!lJrt< this. Consider Wil~tale, 

fim of alL Shc: is all lhh. ('fll, t;.,., IWO oylbbles ol hor name were 1101: 

chosen accickmally.) No cold cl,.,p of the band for her when grming • 
friend. lntltad,<hcfricnd"lband isthrwt (pulkd, if the friend i> Hendcrson, 
a bit un•u•~ of burudf) da:ply betwttn her mammoth brcasu and burlfflthcrc 
in the deep fle.h. Tb.:.t this guturc il. rnu.ntiO •uggat ouuallove goes 
withoutuying. l"hatitilmeantiOouggm.rnore--akmdolgcnc:l"OUI human 
warmthcnwmingfromthchc:art-i>P"r!t.oPJn«ooobviout . n..following 
pa .. agemakathisclear: 

On wp o{ e><rything doe, l man tl>c: radi.ant heat and monum<nral •cigbt 
wkichmyhaodra:<i•cd,l.here....,.thc:c:almpub:ati<o:>olhcrhcactparli<ipiiAI 
iD thc: 111voduclioa (64-~). 

And she il e>·cn mvrc. than human warm<h. She i1 a po~r C3jtablc 

of cvuking fcchng'l not only new lo HendcNOn, but also more pow~ful than 
any be lw t\'Cr kno .. ·n. He is invil<ll to kiss her on the belly, the age-old 

ooura: of emotion<. Ao be doa to, olu...,.,ng in thc: beat <hat he cru:oun.ttrl, 

hc:isaw;orcofherurialyfcnulr:~lunging"'·crbuhc~berinn:rnal 

organs living bcnc:atb mounds of flah, her fingen movmg aloog her tlugh 
i.nadccidedlysaualgcswrc. 

f"urtbcrmorc,ohc Clltends back in time :uui011er both O<:U:J. Whcrt 

l-kndcnoo IU<:Cii hc:r guc, Jhc COJly grfttS hrm with ~ wink from b... wlua: 
blind eye (which connecu her with Time ~nd Tircsias) gi,..,n dl if rnu,Jd 
w /,m • lrfurm~. l1w she i1 a modern 1ircsi>S in African undress if furthu 

verificdinth.atilici>,inascnsc,bothmanandwoman.. Sheisa Womanol 
Bittabnes~,and >SI!Khhasbothhmb:u~ds and wives. No wQrulcr, thc:n,U.. 

upon ..W.ingattual pbysicalcoot.aetwilh lv:r Hen&...,.. cnjoys n.-w hcigbtJ 
ol fedmg to that. sinking his br:c: m her belly for the oecond umc, "the how 
[<XO.in] that bunt thc:oplfit'1 0Jc.,pH. 

Thd great fctling, ho\1...,,.~,, gushing forth with the brilliance :wd fora 

of w=r from a fountain, has as ,.·eU the lack of re.m:aint ol1uch "'at<:r. Of 
thi< Bellow, and later 1-Jendcnoa,.docs nu applO'·c. 1'berc mml kmatt 
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than f«ijng, though fo:cijng iJ good. llendtnon, ttroneotllly bbeled ..:upid 
byanumberofcritia,1 !eamsthil<JUitcnr!yintbe"""el. Rdlectingonthe 
cho.oo and misery of hi1 life dr:tpite good inttntioru, he uy•: ~.,, m:~yho: I 
bnt: killed life 100 ~rd and wakrned the whole muaurc~ (115). This 
il cualy what nol only be, but a!..:; the Arncwi, ho.·c done. The di>aster 
rc~uhing from such beha,·ior can be illmtr.ued 

The Amewi ohould be a happy tribr. 'fhcy h.a•e a !PT"' ca~ty for 
focling as shown not only by Will.at~ but aloo by Mtalh.o. with thDOC 
"""'-lthighsandb.ipl~sheiJso~togivetoHcndcnon;andbyhdo, 

bui'SUIIg with life and energy, "a ,...,,.1 friendly king", to quote Hcndcrson; 
llldbytho:tribc ingcncnl who take so re..o.lliy to J!cndcnon (:and llcndct$011. 
10 da.m), recogniring a kindred o.pirit. In :oo;ldition, they~, . ., :oil that a 
primitive tribe needs for sustenanC>': readily available n\Cat and water. 

Yt'tthcy arcnol happy. Olildrcn uy,the cankdicolthir5l, the tribe. 
in~h.a,..cmptybcl!ia. Al!thilltemofromthcirwilhngna.s!Obe 
JO"Croc:d by their fedinp. The Arncwi arc: unwilling to slaughter their 
aulc btaw.. ol a supcrnition proc=lmg noo: from the: Mad bul from the 
b..n.'IloeyheliC>·c,witholltanycvidrnce,thatthcircaulcarencred. Mclln· 
... b<lc,lhccaukdicofthii'SI.hecaUlethe"'·iW'r~•c.:Wilyavail;>bJe--;spolluttd 
br frogs which-ogain l>«..usc of a sup ... mion-annoo: ho: touched. So 
Umdonoo tome$ to the '""'""· Unfonun:udy, however, he, ~kc the Arnewi, 
ilgovt:rBCd lf>ltt by ~ICnd·sation" than se""" and thm oucceeds only in corn· 
putmdinglhc misery. In his ·~~rn<:SI 1n purify the water, he dc.truyl noo: 
oolythcfruglbut alto the wall that mains the water. The water occpo into 

"""""· So although Hcndcnoro ha1rcochcd a new level of emotional exJl<'ricmc 
:lii:IOOg the ArMwi, hu rcfmtd bio fedin~ he 5lill ti<;Q not ha~ what he 
n«do !(I be gnntcd a king, ckar ,.;.ew ol oulity. H" hu, bov.'C\'Cr, made 
- progrm and is re.:;u!y for the ncll.t task: learning discipline. Romilayn 
tbuokadohimtotheWariri. 

Tbe\Variri aregre:atly superior tu the Arnewi, n.cy are ~11 that the 
Amewiarcmd more. Fintol all, th~y do 001 rejca the importance of the 
cpolitXt Cl>doned by the Arncwi. lktlow mal<., th;. c:kar through Dabfu: 

"Ab, reo, I kno.,. the qualitko. Gcneroos. Mod:, Good. No oubohtut<o 
1l1<•dd bo """'Jltcd. On this my lgrc:<mmt is Iota! :and <om~ Mr, Ha>dcr· 
-"(148), 

And, 1 bit later, "Granted, grun·tU molani [m:~n want to live] io much, but 
ilionotaloocoufficicnt"(l93).1nrcrognizi.ngtlutgrun-tu·mola.oi.iJnoo: 



enough, the Wariri gain their ouP"riority. What more io nttd~ can b, <ttn 
by viewing what it i1 the Wariri h•ve that the Arncwi do noc. 

We arc told the Arncwi •nd Wariri were once one trib, but separated 
b=.UK of what Dahfu ref..-. to 50fllewhat rniolcadingly as the lud., problem. 
Wh.atthioarnountotoi>thattheWariri,fighters,o.sU..,irnanteimplies,are 
willing to work at coruciouoly <:r<ating their dc.tiny rather than b, guided 
blindlyby<:motioo. Like Augic March they are willing to grant that a! 
tboughooe'•character ma)· b, hi< fate, yet also hi• fate may b, hio character 
(which he h.:.o a hand in forming). One maka his luck by using hi< mind. 

The contrast bctw<:Cn the twn tribes is ougge<~ed by the animal asro. 
ciatcd with each trib,. With the Arnewi we •uociat<: the cow: lethargic, 
rontcm~ and uupid. With the Wariri we o.ssociatc the lion: vigoroos, in­
tenoc, the esocnCtcof being.' A further contrast i> ouggested by the rcoponsc: 
=htriheha.tothccow. (Prcs:unW>Iy,oocetheirresponocswercthclame.) 
Since the Arnewi will noc harm the toW1, they proloog their hunger and 
miocry. lncontrast,chcWariri utihuthecow: 

Apricstwilh omi,h fo.otltas tlutoprayed out in <'ety dircction threw his arm 
about the neck o!acow,caught thcmu:r.zlc, rai..:d hor head, and olit her throat 
aoifmikingam.otchonthcx.oto!hiopanu. Shcldltothcgroundand 
died. N<>body took much notice (156). 

his imponant to n<Kice that in restraining and <hanncling the c.mo­

tiom, that is, in a]]nwing the mind to go,·crn the (W•ions, the Wariri looc 
little or nothing and gain a grc~t deal. In oharp contr.>.•t, the Ant<:wi, in 
failing t<> govtrn tlteir <:motion$, gain ~othing and lo.c a great deal. Th:i! 
Bellow intend. that we ..:e Uti. is illustrated in a pm>g( describing Dahfu. 
Lily and Willatale ho.e a 11rong '"gift of life"', we arc told, "But dm King 
Dahfu w~ tnon:: strongly •upplicd with it dun any penoo. l ever met" (185). 

Bellow is pointing out th~t •lthough strong feeling io noc ooly dairablt 
but obo nc«:!.>ary for • full and clear view of reality, it mllit noc be allowed 
to rule. it must bcdircct<:d by the mind. Hcn<krson, in eagerly and senoc· 
le.sly building the bomb, and tk Arncwi, in refming, first o! all, to olaughter 
andcatthecowsand,seoondly,toridthepond offrogs,areliketlocJeW$who 
refused to ddend themseh·~ agatn•t the Rom•tu b=.use it wo.s Saturday. 
Hendcr>On, the Arncwi, and the Jew• in•it<:d certain defeat. 

From the Wariri (o.nd ""p«ially Dahfu) Hendel"$00 learns what he 
nttdo 10 know about the: conncction between feeling and discipline $0 that 
evnJtually he i1 no longer like the third member of a relay team wbo can 
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hardly Wllil to get the !»too and ~ h.>•·ing gotteo it, r~rdy ulo off in the 
ttght duf<:tion. I le i! ~i,·cn 1.0me ta<.hngs by D•hfu. ";\fun of 1~ articlr.s 
had w do with the rc:btion ~'''ttn body and br~in~ (21~)- 'The hr.~.in uys 
tbc botl1 mun be made: to •lnw duwn, :u llcndcr'SO!t ha• •·agudy sw;po:ct~d 

all :olong. Tbu• w·ben Oilifu a.h rhttorirally, "Oo )"011 not .-ush through 
tbe .. -urld tno luni, Hcndcnon'"" he;. echoing~ thought tlut had occurred 
ea.r\iutoHcnlkrson buruclf. Dut be docs llcndcrson one httto:r. !le tells 
b.m what be mw;( do Wr he h:t! slowul doY.·n. Live, lkndenoo, D~u 

uyo. "1, tw, cndoroe grun-tu-mo\:wi, !>ut it nu.ut h.o•e lh;>p< and [Qrm" 

(""). 
Gron-tu-molani is gi,cn shape ami form dramotically by Mupi, a 

bt .... tiful roong girl wtth "elegant long legs~ who wi.hcd to <kmooutr..tte her 

lo¥eforDJ.h£u. Whtled.oncing>hc~otiud b" burning pipe and 

knocltcd out the a.ls on her thigb, presoing down "·ith her hand, and wl~l<: 

ohc bw* bcroclf bcr cyn, wbi<h wore Ouod with the pain, _,. •"'f'J'Cd 
ktokin1inmhis(2l6). 

u • .., iJ ft<:liog gn:ady into:n~ificd illld meaningfully cootrollt:d in t...-ms of 
ritu.al.ondindividualcxpcriencc. 

lkn<knon, lih Mnpi, m~t lcun to control bi.< fttling• 11'1C,1ningfully 
irtardcrtocomp~hiswkandth..,prog~otowardcomp..,hcndingn:::tlity. 

lie is given on opportunity to do so v.hcn in~itcd by Dabfu to doc~nd into 

tb. don ol Atti,,. lionocu. jU>t "" only g"'at w.~ for lhbfu ~nmkd Mupi to 

.,...!u.., r1lc glowtng cwls on bcr thigh, "' tw only a limilar lo~c onablo the 
frightmtd H~tdorson to dew:cnd into the den :wd ~!'!'roach and C\~n tOU<h 
lbo liooeu. I mnn not do an)'thtng •/ut v.~U ,..,J.kon my rdatwnship w1th 
Daltfu, llcodenon s.:~ys. Here is dis.cipliM ucncd for tliC sake oi Joo,·e. 

When Ani th111RS hc:r n>U7.1:.k into hU crotch (•igni£ic:mtly a wurcc of fttl· 

illg,tbe read...- will gr•nt), l!endcrson does not run. So feu, the "ruler o£ 
mankind", Bollow tdll "' (2l9), is wn<JUOrnl o.nd Joooc rrudc: mtaningful. 
Hmdenon 1w compk:«d a~hcr wk, "" l~e hims.elf io aware. He sa~• to 

l<tmilayu who. long before Htndmon, is tk~okd to mund~viating Joralty" 

aad""-ioo,~Romil:tyu,l'mleamingrnon:aboutyourgoodpctiniSallth(.tin"'. 

You"rtright. l"veguttowait"" {ISO). He re;dius that if he waits be will he 
pwrtd whn he wantt-an urt<krttanding ol rc:oli•! :ond htms.elf in terms ol 
mat realitr-ju" "" Romilayu, by waning, wtll receive wh:u. he wants--llen­
.ma.,•,j<ql. 

In ..,...;ring and thus ~llowing the blurred im.1~e$ roulting from ru.thing 

111ol1tpidlJ through the world to come into fucus, lkndtrson is able to 1« 



aJp«!Joftheworldhe.awcitheruncbrlyorMII~t;ille.>rlier. Hesecstlw 
\i£e is inevitably end punctu~u:d with du.th. lie secs fu~r that longing 
for death Of" fe~ring it will ooly weaken one'• cnth.,.ia•m for life. On tlu: 
l""iti•·c•i'"", ksecs th~t acknowltdging the inevot:tbilityof death and living 
m its prac:ncc withoot feu imcn•ifies life. This idea is iUuruatcd in d~t. 

"""'elm:o.i.nlythrougiiDahfu. 
Doom b.a.ogs o.-er all that Dmfu does. Knowing he will die: when 

hete3!1CSrohe virile, he does all he an tn "'lllO"IC from his aisten<e all ul•ia, 
all tlw C001tributes to premature imr<>'eooe. Hi1 every ll"IO'o'""""'"' U :o.i.mtd 
at w:Wiing him tu k fully and intenody ex:>etly what he is: a king who, 
whikholl<lrtdandgramcdaglorious li lc,willbeurnngled alSO<>flaJ he looa 
hilvitality. 

Hci.<abktoli•·clifcfullyandintcnscly~rtlybecauscbcdoe:snotdcny 

thatdcathuuu.,po.rtly~uscb.doe:sootfcarit. lnlt~,ho.pl.aysagame 

with it, almoot htcr.llly. l'criodic.ally be brin,11;1 forw:u-d the U.ulb of former 
kings among "bich his own will ooon be numbered. 11tcn a bcamiful young 
am:ozon with ~brea11> fiso:d, as if rn!ly made of gold"" (a·~ of the 
w:rnally youthful :llld thw' 1hasp rontmt to J)ahfu) towo the ~kulb high 
mto the air and catd!es them. 1~ ling juin1 in the game. 

Thi• game, bound intnnsically to the kmg'1 dc~th, is not: the only 
"'minder of duth wlli<h D.U.Iu dclibuatcly encounters, He walks atnoog 
the «>rJ><tS whkh h:!ng from ropes in one pan of the villagco. lie m<ll:CI 
fmturnt vi•its to Ani, bo:lie•cd m embody the K>UI of his predccessor on lhc: 
throne. (ThL1$thcfarthoclingmunqoclluponcnteringtheckn ifth>t !KII 

only of physical •·iulcn.:c, but a\1<) o£ de.>ih. Some day his K>Ul, :abo, will fW1 
into the body ol a lion.) tk o:onsoru W..ly wtth thoc Butam who i<, rint: ol 
al~ a •ymbol ol life's decaying forces., ao •uggottd by hio "sure of wnnklod 
and eo,.,rl:osting •~periencc" (!ljli), and, KCondly, the man who one day ... ~11 
<lrJngkDahfu. 

lti•throughthc Bun;unth.otRcllowm~kes theouggt$tion th:!t I lender· 
sonlwlc:uncdfroool>ahfuth>tlifecnds with death; thereforc,ocizcthc da1 
Hei•arontinwlrcmirwkrolthocbctthatll:>hfuwilldie,,.,haobttnohnwll 
abo•c. lie is alto a reminder that Hendenon will die for, looking at thl 
wrinkled :llld ugly bee, hc ..,.. hi• own irn.age rell«t~ in it. With th;. new 

ltr>OWkdg.; he i• able wuy '" h•msclf: 

.. intmoifyrothtrwhatyou are. This iothc one and only tick<t-1lltc1UifJ" 
Should~"" be ovcre<>m<:, you slob, .bwld 1"" l;c in yoor owo blood .. ....,~no. 
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..-iow ot 11.1ruu whooc gift you ha,-, bwaycd, tbf "''Orld ... ;u W:c bKk 
•ltaclhc..orldunw«a.ofully..,.,fonh(l66). 

h ia imporu.m to mn•idcr lhi:. pus.>g<' "'~full)-, fot it oomaim not 
""lr rtitcntions of earlier thnnn., bm al<o ouggcnions ol n.tw 00<:1. NOli.., 

Hc!ldtnon't acknowledgement at thio point in b;, 11ue.t th.1t intensicy ;, im­
po<tant. Although he seemed to know thi• at tbf ouuct, here bt indicates 

!.. lw lt;>tn«<IOincthing about how to intensify his ~fc in • meaningful way. 
1'!.. (IJ?~ d1~rn theme is suggcstccl, whid1 in turn •uggem not o"IY th.ot man 
;, mortal, hut olso 1hat ll«.''usc he i• mortal he should be doing .omcthing 
goodandpouihle. ln«cnsityisn«esurytoa•·oidbeinj;"o•·crcomc:"hyduth­
looingorhyfe~. Discipline is ,...,.led to d irttttbt cner~'YIOthot oomething 

c:mbtach•e•ed. All nf tl-w:>c tbingo worl:inglO!(et.hercn.hk • pcnon to be 
uaaly wlut he is. just :os D..W:u-by nncea•ing dfon.....,.uce«<kd in being 
eucdJwlutbewao. 

Lumingtobc:.,·hathei.•,iJWno:rta•kdl>lfa...sl-kndenoo. U•ing 
.0 dw M h.u k;>tnt<l ;about ene~·- fo.l ing and di<eiplinc, he undcrtak~ 
!lbsdiffiroht:osk. hisespa;iaUydifforu!t (,. llendt.n<>n b«aut<:hecomes 

from a fomily th.:tt 1w along record nf thinking t~ are tome:t.hin,~: Wy ""' 
DCI{. For cumpk. one nf llcn<krson's ancestors believed hc w:~.• on Oricm.1l 
.,d $0 ~got him~tlf mi~cJ up in the ll-ox~r Rthcl!innH. Mnre re«ntly, hio 

dau~htcr c~me home with a Negro child rcrfectly convinced she wa1 it. 

"""''· 
So, like Tommy Wilhdm in Sri::~ th~ D~y. Hendet'Klfl muot karn to 

diuioguiJh between hio real ooul and hi• ~pretender ...,I", lie mun larn 

a.h.a,-casuiuhk and accurate image of him ... U. Only then "ill he lu,•e W 
[rctdom gr~nted tot""- f'C'"<In who l.:rto><-'1 both his limi~tions and his 
pottnti.litieo. 

To kam thi1 di~tinction he descends 3.j:ain inm Atu'J don where he has 
ll=dy kamcJ $0 mucll. H crc he;, gi«n "a ohot of ani~ml nature~, which 
onQDs •imply tl~t be kamo to be fully human. All h!J inhibit~"'' give w:~y. 
All oophi1tie>1ion bdc1. For a while he ;,, oymbo!ically hut Wo through 
imitation.theli<>nhenclf: 

Roor, tllOt, ruttr, Hend«IC>n-Sungo. Do not he afraid. 1-"l y<>llrodf. Snarl 
grcod1. Fttl the 1~><1. J.o., . .,. on the forq>awo, Up with hindquutcll .. 
Be the bto"l Y<>ll will rcan·cr humanity later, but for the m<>n'IWt, boo it 
wcrly(2J6). 



JU$1 ;tS =licr lkn<kr100 U("'rknctd a~ rdine~nt of feding, so 
r>OW hr bcromca lunu.clf more fullr dun C\tr before. ~My lungs supplied 
the air hut the noo:t came from my soul .. (236), be uys. A t\C\11 depth of 
sdfil,..,aliud. ltiothis,..,.ili?.:~tinnofthe!<'lfthatenablca him to ..,turn to 

Amuicaperfoxtlyintcntongoingtorntdicalschool--de$pitchis~ino: 

hch>tal""YI"'~tnltobcadoctor. 
I b•·ing k:lrncd wh.at the. oclf is, ..,-birth i• poosibk, and m:m an ~....,1. 

c.omelifcancw ... (11tis rc-binhis 5\J~<e~ted by a ritualistic mud bath on 
~ 176 of Hn.d"ro~.) lnd«d, the idea tlut it is ne•·cr too late fPr a man 

w chang.:--------an Kk.a up~ 'f'C"cif101lly by Dahfu---U one that ~unds 
throogh much of 1\ollow's work and is inruh-ul in hi• concept of rulity. 
Given the prnper toob--<1 willingness to act, intcmity, dis-ciplined [.,.,tin&", a 
willingn.,.stohcoo=lf~cn,..,alityanbcchangtd. "Jt'syouwhomakc 
the ""Ofld wlut it i1. Reality is ~·ou~ (JO'J), 

This conclmion is dcri•·td from Bdt..w'o bclid in the grat power of 
the mind and !YI.1n's ahilitytocontrolthat mind. 1'he worklira mind, he 

"'Y'· llende=n '"-''• then, mah of the wnr\d wh.tt he wam.: he can be 
llentknon-Sungo or Or. Hentkrwn. 1"he,.., is, bowncr, tlifficulty inhc,..,m 
in this ~pJWCh, a• Bellow xlnowledgc:o. One ;, confronted wid> the. diffo­
culttaJkol"det:idingwhatisrnl,wlutun,..,al,andth......,..,diffieuht:oskol 
docidin); what oh<.X.td be inmrpt>!"ot~d into <Kl~·s concept of ,..,a[i<y, what diJ. 

canlcd from it. Suggesting that one mmt \e~rn to go beyond the worlo.l of. 
fxtowithoutdi~nlingfxu., lkllow"·ritts· 

The worldolf~ts is re.!, o\1 right, and DO< robe.Jten:d. Tb.: phyoi<a\ w«ld 
is oll there. :ond it hdongo to IICicn«. Bm th<rc is the noumenol depanment 
ond thctt weut:atc >.nd c...-a!< and cr<:Ue {l-18). 

lt i• import:ont to obstn·e th.t 1\ollow does nut cmph.:.<i7.C the limitauom d 
the mind in crc~ting a po:non:tl n::~lity. Else,.·l.erc, t.ow.:Yer, he does WU1t 

of the <bngtf":l that ori,. from tl"}"ing to create a world uuuide the "hun= 
cheater". If man UfX""IS a perfca world, he wilt be disappointed. If he a­
ptttsap<:rfectlycoruislt11tviewoitheworldllndol"reality,hewillagainbt 
di~-appoi.nted. llohfu confirm• thi• whc11 he ~-ars, "lt is not up to ~. \[..,. 
denon-llcndenon-Sungo--to make the wo-rld comistent", We are not mas­
ten, the11; nevertheleu, ~the thing [reality] come:< from within" (210). 

So,ao alrcadyruggo~.=.lity ronsi)U not only of the immtdi.au 
ph)·siu.land 'isihk w-orld, but aloooi that outside of the "huiiWlthu.t<r" 
whidtthcindividualchooocstuluvec.o--uiuwiththe physical w-or-klol fa(ll. 



THE QUEST FOR REALITY IN HENDERSON TilE RAIN KING 

Admin.dly Hcndcnon k...,s limitatiom. lie kouns th..ot he must w~it; that 

he: mustdiiCOOtint~t his violin pl>ying oincc he will nc•~r rca<h hi. father­
,..thc:angelo--:myway;thathc"can"tc~p<'Cttoli•efi•·c<><silllive..-(70). But 
he k:uw aho tlut he c;rn he Dr. llrndenon or at km think of hi~lf as 

bc<oo!ing Dr. Hcnderson (U.. bet th>.t he miMn Sq>tember rq;istration ""ar 
thett~dri U.. novd ouggesu he will ne•·cr be<:<>!llC a doct,.,.), oiocc thiJ will 

cause no harm. lie can S.:..·c Lily "ev.:n if •he only oumcd to Joo;c" him. 
Ar>dhecando""'"'. ]lccanmalethewo.ldml.l(hg.-c:aterth~nit i• ,..·ithoot 
beirtg<lilhooat. llendcrson musa· 

Wed<>D't..,. the..,_,. :os they arc,.., why do ....,lo-,.., thanl They are­
smallgold.x;.cnbutmdlellfitc{1SJ). 

Yet it is :u gold objeru that we love t!"""'· No matter, then, that th.y are 
mdlcss fire. Thr: ilhuioo ;, what produces a ~·I feeling an.d enable< nun to 

lo<ctheworklf«morcthan iti.:wdthllftol-:ltisfyhisronumicloogings. 

Much U include-d. then, in Bd~,w·-nc] Hmdcnon".......conccpt of 
rt:alitv. Ultinutdy it con•iw ol an unusual blcndinlt of bcu and illusions. 

B~t hccau!C it i• tOOl comtant, bccau!C it includo the illll«>fy which is, fint of 
all,h:.rd to maintain and. '""""ndly,di<>>truwo if it ,,...,.es tot>br oouideof 

the"'mm~ theatcr", b«..tHC it in~ol•es a not ••')' •impk rdatiorubil' ol mind 
iLnd body, ta<h m•n"• f"'nonal reality dern>mh comt.ant ttplenisbing. This 
un be ,..;ompli•h«l only by great enerb'Y• effi\rt, will, and disciplino. 

NOTF.S 
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