TOPICS OF THE DAY
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1 rlurr FOoR TimME that has been waged all summer is

but, at tlm time of writing, while we cannot indulge
flattering self-osteem, on sober reflection

ing {0 its provisions,  grand meoting-point of what our
correspondents call pincer-movements was set for the
of Indis.  Tho Germans wero to drive i through tho
10 tho Caucasus, and from there onward to make a
ton-point i tho Near East with the Atrvan armios of
Meanwhile, the Japanose were to move in

on the Volga and the Nile, bt

m

arms.
Tha mm blows have fallen on our Russian allies. Their
beyond

vital factor in such a battle is the human spirit of endurance,
pocially when it has to be maintained month after month.
short stratogic retroat can be exocutod with comparative
or again, there are times when events make an enforced
an exciting adventure while it lasts. But tho campaign
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fought by the Russians this summer has been a very
affair. Month after month they have gono baek ﬂglmng
their line unbroken.
river after river, always hoping against hope that they
exhausted an enemy on whom they were inflicting fearful
The Germans have gained important strategie points, and lu
penetrated to the Black Sea and the Caucasus Mount
Novertheless, the Russians are undefeated, and, appare
unbroken in spirit. It is not the victory the Red leaders ha
confidently predicted in the spring: nevertheless, it is a

i the summer months.

Alexandria. Tobruk, so gallantly defended month after n
went down at last most unexpectedly, Our hearts
while Rommel's tanks rolled on to the basin of the Nile, mi
our darkest moments we saw them at Suez and even bey
rushing on to the historie battle-grounds of Syria and P
Here again, in this strangest of all the war theatres, our
comfort is in the frustrated aims of the enemy. As we Wi
our lines still hold, and by all accounts, our forees have
greatly strengthenod. Howover, we cannot hope, like our

in the north, for a winter respite. Thero is little or no inta
the desert heat, and we shall feel safer and happier only
wo have driven the enemy back from the positions he has
However, once again, we have fought for time and won it.
After early spectacular victories, the Japanese have made

have had their reverses and frustrations.

two signal defeats at sea, and have been unable to
further beyond Burma or into Australia. From such

we must extract all the comfort we can—for they pro
the encouragement we are likely to have for some time,
again we fight for time, and at present we can say that we.

importance. The first is over Germany.
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, Royal Air Force, in which the Royal Canadian Air Force
g 50 gallunt 4 share, must bo having a severo effect on

o s ‘puni
axperience of tho British peoplo suzgests that we must not
timate the results of these aerial expeditions. The Ger-
are & stubborn peoplo, with groat capacity for endurance,

on their inability to bear up under heavy blows. It is
ble that, with their characteristic thoroughness, they have
pt their faotorios all in one goograpbical area, no lft them
cted from air assault. Noverthless, photographs cannot

and tho effect of nightly raids in force, with the promise of
ll greater to come, is as heartening to us as it must be terrifying
enemies. Memories of the 1940 blitz can provoke nothing

ar is in the we ocean.  This wide

ud fateful placo of battle sends gt aommumqu& and only
by chance do we hear somo tale of gallantry that is

in the long annals of human Horoiens Thevideshant

18 is fighting a hard and often unequal battle, but in the
reports that reach us the fight for getting supplies across
Aflantie is, on the whole, successful. There are appalling

65 in men, ships and materials, but we do know that great

s of Canadians and Americans aro erossing the sea steadily.

s are being flown across the wide Atlantic day after day.

bnvn no reason to helieye other than that the preponderating

material of every deseription and to get it whereit is
. This vast enterprize we must think of in terms of a
it. The Russians, the Australians, the New Zealanders, the
h, the Americans, on sea, land and air have been fighting
give us time, It would be monstrous treach
our share of the great battle. Already we must bagm to think
e csmpaigns of 1943. We may not have won all the battles
942, but we have won the opportunity to fight next year,
d that is for us at present the greatest possible gain.
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T smcoxn wRoxT agitation deceivos nobody—nither

who press for the opening of & new offensive, nor those.
whom the propaganda is dirsted—least of all does it fmp
our enemies. The stump orators who harangue mass

front diseussion is that it is a species of political and
warfare waged in a domestic campaign. The real attack is
on the old guard of the Munich men, not to mention the Munich
women, of whom Lady Astor is tlm eluehunssa With us

a, proposals for a second fro ome significantly fi
cireles that label themselves anu-fnmst—snd 1ho sugge
is that the fascists are not all to be found wearing black or b
shirts on the continent of Europe.

There are probably good enough reasons for grati
at the existonce of an alert and vigilant body of opinion wait
any resurrected appearance of the Munich mind. Butit

is a complete distortion of historical fact to suggest that the
appeasement policies that haveled us beyond the brink of disa
were approved solely by what are called the reactionary e
During the years immediately before the war, was Ne
American labor less isolationist than North American capit
Tt is notorious that, when war broke out, radical groups who:
being used as a front by the insignificant but acti
party all maintained a Tuke-warm attitude towards the conflie
It was sedulously suggested that we had on our hands the n
version of a eapitalist-imperialist war, in which the working man
could have no interest except to avoid being led onee again
the meaningless slaughter. With the attack on Russia by the
Nazis, the whole picture changed over-night, and
Hitler, which had hitherto been denounced as the 1939
of the old, old game, now became a holy crusade.

'ho urgeney of current events is t00 gravo for thein
of recriminations about the past. We must leave
historians and psyehologists (both will be naedod) to unray
the tangled skein of motives and policies that have led us to this
present time. We have all been guilty partners in playing.
opportunist game. The need of the hour is for all to
together, and the fact that the agitation for a second
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gomo a party-cry is the main complaint against its advoeacy.
Bvery intelligent person realizes that the Russians are our allies,
fRitiicea ‘i magniBiomnt capacity. for oomhad Shey Hawe

p in a stubborn, heroie resistance to our common enemy.
very blow struck at the Axis powers is our blow, whoever
it, and the foes of Hitler are our friends, wherever they

3 Doubtless we have much to learn in the new
fare of modern times, and only blind stupidity would prevent

m gaining instruction from any likely quarter: but thero

1o need to nccept the innuendo that our own armies are entirely
od to the leadership of hal-hearted fools. Support

m Russians in the ordeal to which they are exposed is an
strategy that cannot have escaped the notice of our own

b Command. It would bo monstrous to suggest that any
onsible leader in our allied cause should refrain from attack-

n his most vulnerable point because it is impossible
to distinguish between the Russians and the Germans as our

m The only inference left in our minds is that the ery
a second front is not really an attempt to stir up a lethargic

Command, but the waving of a party battle-flag, when
h banners only confuse and divide.

The second front is an erroneous deseription of what its
ocates have in mind: moreover, so to define a new assault
the European continent involves a grave injury to gallant

n who have been and still are fighting on far-flung battle-
throughout the entire world. From the historical point
view, the battle line in Russia is the second European front.
first front was opened up on 3rd September, 1939, when the

igh and French declared war on Germany, and in the western

o operations have never coasod. Desertod by allies, the

British were forced back across the channel, and uridistely
g6t themselves to organize for defence. The Battle of London
provided a record of heroism that will live as long as history

Our airmen fought the Luftwaffe to a standstill, while

civilian population not only had their homes smashed, but,

silent courage, wont into factories and joined the Home
10 prepare for the next stage in the battle.

on the island of Crete, in battles fought amidst the

t of African deserts, at Hong-Kong, at Singapore,
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and not least in the North Atlantie, the Bri

and air forees were fighting alone and uncomplaining in
battles. True, they experienced reverse and defeat at a
every point, but we have to keop in mind the magnitude
extent of the operations in which they were e:

poverty of resources at their disposal. All this must bs said
neither in boast nor in apology (from many points of view it is
desolating record of dismal failure), but simply to correct
distorted view of ovents which would suggest 1l

Russians are fighting, everybody else has been playing & wai
game. All honour to the Soviet armies, but they have not
fighting alone.

There are three observations that may be

opening up a western front on the continent of Euro)

(1) Such an expedition is a military necossity. At this
of day there is 1o need to emphasize the terrible might of
power. It has added a new revolutionary weapon to the artil
of war. At times, the capacity to strike swiftly and ac
from the air has been a decisive factor in battle. The G
and Japanese have made use of the dive bomber with
effect on battleships and land fortifications.
yet, been established that, victory can be won sololy from

aireraft

(2) An invasion of Europe will be a costly operation, e
are fighting against an alert and intelligent enemy, who has &
well-deserved reputation for leaving nothing to chance.
the mid-summer of 1940, the British Isles have been put in asts
of readiness against the possibility of an invasion, and we
avery reason to believe the preparations for such an ordeal
complete and thorough. What do we suppose the Germans!
een doing in the territorics they have occupied?

The attack on Dieppe in August of this yoar adds pr

and air forces could provide sufficient protection for
disembarkation not only of infantry units, but of
‘vehicles. Our commandoes got ashore and penetrated the.
defences. A landing is poslible. But the raid also
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{such desperato operations cannot bo earried through without

jvo losses—no greater in proportion than the casualties
ved in other similar expeditions —nevertheloss, “ufciant
‘make an invasion a sober undertaking to be decided upon

after complete study and preparation.

(3) When we attack Germany on the continent, we must
d with overwhelming force. The invasion should not be
d a day longer than is possible, but an even greater folly
d bo to make any premature attempt. We must eross over
certain vmury m our grasp.  When, how and where this
place are matters for wise and brave minds to decide,
n w. mn Dok help them in their grave responsibilities by

JATIONAL BELECTIVE ERVICH is now replacing conseription
a principle of action for our maximum contribution to
. The idea of putting every man (and every woman t0o)
Te or she is best equipped to serve the common cause

much to commend it. An agitation to conscribe men for

ory duty was well-intentioned, but often it displayed
zeal than knowledge about the vast requirements of

aim was an “all-out’ war effort, but in reality

not “lll-onl" enough. With memories of the last war

and with an understandable demand for equality of

as m only principle worthy of a demoeracy, the call

it The ideal was

bibe regarded as other than of first importance, it is only
Jof many ways in which Canada can take a proper share in
old series of operations.

‘We now realize that getting ready to fight takes a long time

p & longer period than the actual ﬂg]mng is
ly true of Guudn‘ where we had to begin pr

There can hardly have hoen a mnon

Not even the

Shnrp and bitter criticisms have often
Canadian lips, directed against what is described’
uilty folly of Bnmh statesmen who failed to realize the
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rising menaco of German preparations.

designs of Hitler were directed as much ag:

Poland, and if the men of the (‘)mmlmrhm go

deceived, what shall we say of ourselves? If a fool's

was located anywhere on this fair earth, it was here in No

Ameriea, and there is nio need to do much searching for the

who inhabited it. We entered this war not only unpre

in arms, but even more without proparation of mind. For

participation in a world-war mvolved & men o

revolution: and, as we know, there are elements among us, n

inconsiderable in proportions, who have not yot accepted it
necessity.

It has been asserted that we ought to have enacted con

tion with the same breath with which we declared war. Sucha

procedure would have been great folly. To make conser

effective, it is necessary 1o have a complete and well-co

plan of action ready the very moment the proelamation is

Canad: no pigeon-hole in the department of nati

defonce or any other department with a roady-made M

be sottled by Canada apart from her
problem of greatest difficulty in the attitude of Quebes.
raise an unnecessary hattle-flag at an hour when so many
standards were required to be run up to the mast-head?
As a matter of fact, the one element of conseription
Canadian war-programme has heen the loast important.
Service we been calling single men h
of 20 and 40 for service in the army at home, but it can
be said that the scheme has been a great success. Ti
effect has been to compel men by this indilwﬁ means to enl
voluntarily in some other branch of service. The result is
\mhunhy. in that being an infantryman is now mnnhd,
fuge of a eoward who has meither the will
mtdhavnoe to be anything else. Nobody has ever su
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t we should conscribe men for air-crew. The Royal

0 portan

contribution of Canada to the prosecution of the war.
young men engaged in essential war industries have been
in the invidious position of requiring to ask postponement

lled up, have gone off to join the Air Force, the Nuvy, or the
tive Service Army. Often they should have been prov

doing so, because they were performing important Santioral

ge in their own employment. But in the last resort, under

voluntary system, nobody could provent them from selecting

own line of service—no word of official advice was spoken—

other words, “laissez-faire” has hitherto directed our man-

policies.
National Selective Servico is only at its beginning. Tts
ut powers of compulsion are negative rather than positive.
0 Director can tell men and women what they must not do:
‘fhére is no ultimate authority to tell any person what he must
y unless he happens to be a man of military age, and then the
mandatory requirement is service in the army for home-
. You must not leave your present job without a permit,

Many people profoss
Il sincerity that they ask nothing more than to be told what
sy ought to do and then that they be compelled to do it.

problems of an acute character would

tely make their appearance with questions of wages,
loeation and capacity. Tho vast majority of Canadian
are now at work as primary producers, many on their
farms—WHho is to say whore every man, woman and child
to do?  Nevertheless, considerable powers of

rather than negative, could be introduced.

B85 aohac of. Selootivs Bexsis rlanands ootkturiose siady
ing war-needs. Already the first picture of the war
ribution that presented itself to the Canadian mind has been
Who could have predicted that we would
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have to fight Japan on our Pacific coast, with the United States’

much tossing about from policy to policy, at last we are fac
the problems of service and production in a well-consi
fashion. Aslong as Mr. E. M. Little and his colleagues

to do a good job, we must support them.

sz FUTURE OF RADIO has been brought into public xmﬁw
and discussion by the recent investigations of a

committee into the affairs of the Canadian Broadeasting Co p
tion. This committee concentrated its attention on
‘matters belonging to the internal organization of our go:

owned radio system, and made proposals for amendmen h
public interest in the subject was a reflection of the intimat

of its influence as well as the perfection of its method may w

designate it as almost the most important of all publie utiliti
The parliamentary committee might have devoted s

of its time to an appraisal of what the C.B.C. has aceomp!

in its short history, and also to a critical estimate of its p

operations. Our public are not very interested in the p

of management: most properly, they judge the effectiveness

radio by what comes streaming through their

The progress made has been rather remarkable. Ouly &

of years ago, we were fumbling with crude pwees of app

some of it home-made, and all rather inadeqy ‘o-day,

simple turning of a handle brings the voice Df the wm‘ld into ou

Tomes with such accuracy of reproduction perso

alities of speakers and musicians enter with the sound of th

performances. Statesmen have forsaken the m'bum for

of their speeches through the press, now they sit at home ¢
talk to a whole nation. A whole continent
simultaneous laughter at the quips of a com
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A.muricn the listener may choose his programmes to suit

opera or jazz, the declamation of the orator

gags of an entertainer, the news of the day or the latest

in a serial story that may be  thriller or a romance.

jorth America, most new ventures still depend on the

ise of the pioneer. Radio began as a small private venture

companies who frankly recognized it as & means of

money, and it still continues to bring rich rewards.

tage of development corresponds o the old nickel movie

and the programmes were on the same standard—rather

de, without high standards in produetion or taste. Inevitably,

@new industry attracted large capital, and in the United States

erica. great net-works have been built up to control

mmes with ability to attract outstanding artists and

. Tt is not generally recognised how important it is

a that our system should be in the hands of a publie

There is no frontier in the air. If the development

ian radio were left to private stations, for the most

i ﬁqwnuld be unable, except in a few large urban centres,

ly programmes that could compete in interest or efficiency

e that pour across the border. These stations would be

mpelled to bocome mere adjuncts o outlets for American

with the result that a distinetive Canadian note and

would disappear from our most influential vehicle
e communication.

eless, lhe Toeal station n reqm.rad for Lmﬂl We

id with [z e loeal

town gm.muy deseribed ny the Board of ’l‘ﬂde as a

ecommunity is the focus of loyalty for many of our people.

g the home-town” may be an exercise in hialism

limiting effects on the interests of the public mind, but

pmmie for sentiments of pride in the hearts of many

match or to hear a speech delivered by one of their own
ar orators. At the same time, we noed to develop a et

skill, the Canadian Brondeasting Corporation has
‘amational voios to speak with a local accent, The unified

mmm with the small stations to combine items of
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to the theatre, one important difference is the absence of the -
box-office in the receiving set. True, there is u license fee which
is enacted for the privilege of listening-in, but it is not adequate
to maintain the heavy upkeep of a national system strung across
the Dominion of Canada. The only other possibility would be
to receive large government subsidies, but this would limit the
desirable freedom of a Broadeasting Corporation. In any ease,
we cannot keep advertising out of the Canadian air, because
the United States of America provides some of the most popular
programmes on a sponsor-basis. The Canadian people may
as well derive the monetary benefits of these features: they help
to provide other desirable items, which could be given to our
population as a whole only through & national system—i
such as the news of the day, commentaries on current affairs,
first-class music and, more and more, education both for children
and for adults. On the other hand, advertising must be conf
led. The publie grows wmuy of uweum\n lppul! 1o buy. 'l‘hn
are standards of taste to be again, a national
system is the guardian of the \nrllvlduul hswner against unlimited
commercialism.

Radio is only in its infancy. There are great developments
ahead. Already dictator nations have recogised its potency fo
mould public opinion, and the direst penaltios are inflicted for

important factor in the collapse of the nation. We have no.
desiro {0 make Canadian radio an instrament of propagas

for any party or group.  Rather the future of radio in o d
eracy must be wnlempl“ed in 'Arnlﬁ of n‘]llclhlln. The pub

In this mad world of ours we must hold on to this new
of influence for civilization. T
18T



