THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW
BRUNSWICK, PAST
AND PRESENT"

W. C. Kunsrean

"THE President, on behalf of tho Alumni Sooiety,
graciously asked me to speak

do with my mission here. Tam to diseuss “The Function of (i
University”, as I understand it. In my treatment I shall d
with the past history only so far as it reveals the function
the College, and I ask your indulgence if on this aceount I negl
many historical features of great interest to us all.

1
Tae Foxcrion or tue Owp Couuece or NEw Bav

In 1785 o number of Loyalist gentlemen prosented

and lands reserved for its support. This memorial was gran
by the Executive Council; the Charter was ordered to be drafte
and the lands reserve

Thoe Charter of ths incorporation of the College of

N
Tt was not until 1823 that the College undertook
work, and in 1828 three students were given the B. A
the only graduates of this College. Tho Seminary, or colleg
school, was more largely attended, and continued in ope
unti] 1871 when, by reason of tho Free Schools Act, it became
Frederioton Grammar School. The d

period was in reality for more and X
to prepare youth for life, and to prepare the few who could
it for colloge education. Lack of interost in education, lag
schools for colloge preparation, the small population, and

s
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s amllulvansss of the College account for the small

The Rev. Dr. Summarvillo was the only President

B Dolhes; an i ooty toachar: aud shio work watitoo lacgs
‘one man to carry on alone.

1 &
Tar Funcrioy or Kine's CoLuren

Tho Ccﬂags roceived a new Charter in 1828, but was incor-
arat name of King's College “for the education
pyouth i tho principles of the Chri

Howard Douglas, was a firm supporter of the College; on
1, 1829, he opened the new Arts Building and presented
Charter for King's College to the institution. Hn spoke of
deep feeling of satisfaction on the oceasion. The College,
 said, was the first and gmlest object of his mxs\lwn. and its
is mplete satisfaction than suy
The function of the College was,”

useful,
ge with consciences devoid of stain and conduct devoid of
] . Thus the function of the College was to instruct

outh in arts, science, and literature, and to train men to live

‘ministry of the Angliean Chureh, and to propare for
in fact, to be an institution of higher

to the professions, and it was controlled and dominated by
Anglican Church.
King’s College under the Prosidency of Dr. Jacobs for nearly
Ahirty years, and his uﬁnnmated professors, failed to
students, and its entire existence was an almost continuous
 condliot with the Legislative Asumbly The Province was back-
- ward in education, its schools were inferior, and the attendance
 was small and irregular. Many of the secondary schools were
itional; the denominations hegan to develop academies,
and a little later colleges, in which they could find that equality
King's College denied to them. The Assembly rlsmmded
that the College be abolished, and that the revenues be



346 THE DALHOUSIE REVIEW

other educational services which would benefit more of the
people. It objected to the control of the institution by an
irrosponsible group of the Family Compaet which controlled at
that time the main positions in government and on the hench,
and to its religious exclusiveness. The College Council was.
autoeratie, reactionary, and opposed to the reform movement
for responsible government.
Conflict between the Assembly and the College

the Lieutenant-Governor expected and had

Government for confirmation, but was one that the head
had secured through machinations of Dr. Stocker from T
Canads; and that Sir Howard Douglas was so dissatisfied
disgusted with its exclusive and illiberal character that he d
not lay it before the Assembly until he was near the close of
torm of office. It should also be said that the new Charter
the University of New Brunswick was strongly supported
members of the Legislative Council who were membrs of
Angliesn. Chiurch, A similar strogglo fo larger frondom o
place in other colleges in the kingdom, for example, in Ki

years later, when the College had removed the evils com
of and had become useful and efficient, that old issues
forgotten.

T

Tun Foxcrios or tuk Couupce As Prorossp ny Tk Ro
Consssio, AND Exnopien 1y THE At CREATING
NIvERSITY OF NEW BRUNSWICK

The Royal Commission of 1854 was composed of five 1
two of them noted educationists, namely Dr. Egerton
Superintendent of Erlucn(nn for Ontario; and William D
then Superintendent of Bducation for Nova Scotia, ar
Principal of MeGill University. The report of the

was an able one.
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Commission urged strongly that the College be retained,

al”; that it be non-denominational; that the Chair of
ogy be abolished; that the College seek to serve other
of the population by offering courses in enginecring, land

, agriculture, and in commerce and navigation; that

and by making tho University the highest institution of
in the educational system.
v.

Funcriox o THE UNiversiTy oF NEw BRUNSWICK SINCE
Irs EstABLISHRMENT IN 1860

 The main recommendations in the report of the Commission

at Buckingham Palace in 1860. Tho growih of the
ity was slow until the turn of the zwenmeth century.
hof the i and

5 Thon the provin-

ke '!"ha College undor the new Charter sought to reach other
of students. In 1860 President Brydone Jack stated in

enial address that in his view the arts course was essential

nd mental training, but he proposed to add to it “‘courses

ly adapted to the needs of the age and to the eircumstances

0 country”. This was practically the view of the institution

T was a student here in 1894-1808. The Arts Course was

se in its subject-matter, and in its method it gave

training

‘However, the necessities of the Province led to the establish-
it of departments of applied sciences. In 1889 the Chair of

il Engineering was ostablished, and in 1890 Civil Engineering
d into its new building and became a department. In
) the Chair of Physies was established, and somewhat later
ent of Physics and Electrical Engineering. In 1907
or of Forestry was appointed. Now we have a Depart-
of Forestry housed in its own building and preparing
for the important development of forest industries.
the Law Faculty was established in the city of Saint
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John. As yet we have no Sehool of Agriculture, although
isa ﬂeld of practical value for the Province, and demanding
theory and principles of the great sciences of chemistry
biology. We have students who now take a pre-medical
and who work in co-operation with larger institutions w
the work here is recognized and credited in their medical

npnﬂy on the side of the practical or applied sciences. ‘l‘hen

& largo ineroase in the equipment, the mombers of 4
muuy and the students of these subjects.

social demands, and by the necessitios of the industries. To b
sure, we huve increased th staffin the Arts course. We o ha

omies, and Education. Yet o3 ion
from the oMl caltaral type to that of the appliod srisuom?

V.

Tue Present Foscrion or mak CoLLeeE

What, in view of these facts, or “our past history", is the
function of the College now? What is our goal for it? I

a mere group of professional and vmuuo
May edumwn be_ both liberal and vocational,

which it rests? To teach such applied sciences is to give a

or cultural education. But professional or vocational trai

which coneerns itself with mere skills, and habits of d-.lilc
insure success or prosperity,is not cultural in character, is

not worthy of a University, but can be loarned direetly in

selected

be 50
carried on as to fail to provide culture or liberation of
Tho formation of mere habits of memorizing, or
unrelated items, provides no scope for creative thinking, and
approgiation of value. Count and Chapman ey that o
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ess in ideas, doctrines and sympathies”—*“An individual

ited not by information and by great learning, but rather

aititude toward life. To be able to see two sides to a

to m.hze xznoranw, to appreciate expert service, to

to study and direot the course of social

0 be pubho«pnnled t0 recognize the elaims of national and

térnational obligation: these are the hall-marks of the man
s education has made him free”’.

our education in this University now moving towards or

from this liberation of heart and mind? First of all, we

t recognizo the real distinction between a cultured and an

tured mind. Our ideas of culture arose years ago from the

culture of the aristocracy of the Mother Country. Culture

yas the hall-mark of the man who passed as a true member of

ho higher class of loisure. In Canada it often meant that one

speak w\thnut gJ'lmmnhea.l error, that he was able to quote

from classical and English writers,

thinking,
narrowness in “ideas, sympathies and doetrines”.
B Eicotion etwoen the sdmation of mme,of the
ns and of the servile masses goes back to Aristotle,
its casto system, and Aristotle discussed the education of the

mrl aesthetic aspects. But the education of the

class was m—y different. They did tho work in an age
knew nothing of machinery or of modern science: therefore
must obtain and sklls by assiduous application, by habit-
Training for them involved the formation of correct

ts hmly by what the psyehologist would now call “condi-

undergone radical changes during the

ogmize the infinite worth of each personality and his right
education which will provide him opportunity for his richest
highest development of intellect, foeling, appreciation and

and for his greatest service to socioty. Wo have &
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far different value of the common man from that prevalent in ag.
aristocracy.

Equally important is the difference in our scientific

tific one, and therefore we have a machine type of prodt
In the mines, forests, agriculture, commeree, transportation
trade, construction, farming, health protection, and such lil
an understanding of modern science is required. The worker

our industries requires some knowledge of the mathematical
and qualitative basis of the sciences—of mechanics, phy
chemistry, biology, and perhaps psychology and sociology.
modern world demands therefore intelligent citizens, eif

nature and human nature. Any applied or pure seience
rests upon the principles and theory of the exact sciences,
which provides an intelligent interpretation of data and a
sight of consoquences, is surely oultural.
knowledge control over the forces abou

technical education is fallacious. . .
technical education where there is ne
liberal education which is not technical, that is, which does not
impart both technical and intellectual vision.”

If our conclusions aro correct, then vocational edue
may be liberal or cultural insofar as it seeks to un
interpret the theory and principles of the science or sei
which are applied; but insofar as it rests upon tricks of the
or upon skills and routine that can be acquired without th
to any extent, it provides no freedom for the mind or real
ciations for the worker.

Butin our Arts course are we seoking & broad general ed
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or are we providing ospocially in junior and senior years a

The rest are probably pre-students, prelaw, pre-
pre-ministry. A fow others have at least a bias '.owm'rh
appropriate for their professional career. There i
practically 1o longer a general liberal education hioh
look towards or have a bias for some profession or
on after coll
‘the youth of the prosent needs not only preparation
voeation, but some preparation at least for many other
, which are sometimes called avocations. His vocational
may be for o chamm‘ an engineer, a teacher, or an
‘but his avocational training should help him to become a
and effivient member af a mw of a family, a membar of
whether
, artistic, or let us hope above all, an efficient mnmber—
Christian Church. Are we to give no higher education
avoeations, which mean so much for the welfare of the
and the community, and in which he will find much of
piness and joy of life? All of them rest upon some know-
the experience of the race, and upon the advances that
n o m v,he physical and social sciences.
jes in their significance and meaning if
be a m-x citizen. What general training should the

¢e mathematics is one of the main lines whieh the creative
0 mmhu followed in its development, and since it is now

 present {0 the past, to foresee the future, and therefore to
elligently. A knowledgo of our English language and
which brings with it the traits of English character
ts in the Graeco-Roman civilization as it has been trans-
m Christianity, is essential for the appreciation of our
Training to speak and to write the Fnglish lany

correctly is very important for communication and

ion. A knowledge of another language, and es)
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of Latin where students can master it with a degree of int

mnhnumlnly tmud by science, gnd we must attain
f d of the me
employs 1!we aro to live intelligently ad cooperatively.
Our environment is largely a social one, created by the
tion and institutions of human experience, lllﬂ l knoy
the social sciences dealing with health, pol
sociology, and psychology is nocessary for ln!elhm‘
Then there is the great world of appreciation and of &
art, music and literature, and an appreciative unde
these is essential if life is to find enrichment and sati
ly, there is a need to organize all these val\ms—cl
ledge, " sosiabl ty, industry, beauty, righteousn
into some unified system within the soul of the mdxvldud
within the universe of knowledge if we are “to see life stead
and see it whole". This task of philosophy was central wi
Greek and medieval thinkers. 4
The problem is how 10 get time for these avocations
the vocations, We have admitted that vocational educ
so far as it involves an intelligent understanding of ﬂu p neij
of the science upon whmh n mu
ere is a danger of e
other values of life, and of (auuemg Sitenion upon the prof
often not upon the science u applies, but upon & sucoess |
upon advancement in pos and an inerease in pecuniary ga
A wider knowledge of its slations % tie NHO world of st
concepts, and to the great social and moral ends for
industry is a means, gives the true leader and the cultured

sees the meaning of the forest for civilization, and seeks to
its resources in a way {0 promote a proper

immediate and future uses. He is & servant of society, and s
the industry for society. “The larger outeome of the Ce
education is to create in the student an under
appreciation of the principles upon which must bo
society and that civilization for which the clear in md
pure in heart are forever striving”. h
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better world order. Are we seeking in our education to
ire & love for it, and an understanding of the principles upon
it must be based?
high-school as well as the College is engaged in secondary
. rdinate these two institutions in order

st yoar, or the first and second ‘years of the College
o for the general subjects of an avoeational nature and the
n fossional training, might

education.
i logo was established to provide a liberal
trust it will never resign this function. All its graduates
be liberated from ignorance, prejudice, dogmatism, from
thy motives and low aims, by an earnest search for know-
o and a real appreciation of the great ideals. That training
and mind which brings with it intellestual and moral
which enablos one to discern the truth and to feel under
jon to make it prevail, is the true liberation of the soul.
said "¢ your work is first and your wage is second, you
lords; :mu your wage is first, and your work is second,
d:

jonds.’
May Lusk you graduates to make your vocation or profession
jur supreme social function? Put your primary interest in the

and technological principles it embodies, in its progress
dium of social advance, in its relation to the whole world
atifio coneepts, and in the social onds and purposes it is
to serve.

PR

am now closing thirty-four years as o teacher in this
ity. 1 can sincerely say that I have made my profession
eme mission in life, and I have found satisfaction in it.
have enjoyed communion with the great thinkers of the ages,
we had real happiness in the fellowship of my pupils.
{say with the Gireat Teacher “T have had meat to eat that
not of". 1 trust that when you come as near to the
Jof your career as | am now to mine, you may look back upon
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itas T now do with gratitude for tho rich values it has
you, and for the peace of mind you have obtained in it.
Howard Douglas said the University was meant

Brogresive society, nd are used us fortromes of

tation and special privileges. What they need is, first of all,
undergo a searching analysis by social science, involving & clea
discernment, and unhesitating rojoction of the evil in them

Slowsmces/tn
ﬂutthnyu(Godhwﬂ.lnnhunwnsoul Agoodhh
good social order aro achieved together. May you enter
faith into your full citizenship of that better world order that;
go out to-day to realize, and in that citizenship discover
true self and the peace and happiness of true living.




