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T:::~ :u~~ !!f'ti:;=~l~~~~~~~~~ <;:::~:" ~f=~:f, 1:T!: 
undentanda theoonnoU\tion of the no.megi1·en w the va.riow 
ageneil'll adminibtoring the relevant Acta. 'rhal na.mt it 
"Growers' Pa.rliament". 

Such a term naturally &roU8&< many qul'fltionl in our minda. 
h there actually another par\i&ment den•loping, to ~upplemen\ 
theworkofthepro\incia\lagi•lnturet Arethorflprosent"'ti i·O!Iol 
this so ea1\ed parliMUent elected in the u•ua.l mannm by duly 
qualiRed votenf DoeR the "Grower&' PntliamOilt" act in the 
~~&me manner 11.5 tho DQminion Parliamont1 And wb&t, if &ny, 
aretheduti~ it iaas~~uming from the provincial IJOI'OnlDU!Ill? 
h will be tho taak of thii eaay to IL!lliWor thO&& and simil.v 
questiollll, and to 011timat.o the imporlAIII'tl of thia new phen<>m· 
enonto the theory and pn.ctiaeofdomocratioliherali6lll. 

The fin\ problem. then, i~ W inveetipto the e~~ousos that 
gave ri!!O to the do,·elopmont of these marketing &geDCII'!I or 
"Growen' Parliam~.1nbl". Tbo ealll!OI aru not fa.r to seek. 

Ju!ttutheerisitithatthodeJ!TOSI!ionem,following l929. 
la.id on the 1houlden of Alberta wheat farmon led to a ruvolt 
again1\ debts aml mortpgai!, 110 tllo tiame crisis, when it litru•k 
the British Columbia fruit And vagetn.blo farmer, led to • tYP' 
of market eontrol that ill rapidly 1proading to tbo otber Canadiu 
provin0011. 

In Alberta., the man on tbo land lul.d ho.d a hard enol;lfll 
~;truggle to m.aintn.in himaelf in a lleroely <lOmpotitil'e international 
wh011.t market even prior to 1929. T he depreuion merely in­
cma.aed the competition, &nd forood whoM pri0011 •till lower. 
while tariff harrion and overproduction, in tenns of exi1tm1 
market demn.nd, created gigantic su:rp!USOII that it 111·as impo.iblt 
to diJ;poso of. In Britiah Ullumbia, fruit and ve~oct.able pm.. 
took a 6imiln.r drop nftor 1929. To aggravate matters, comped. 
tion in the international madrot WIUI joined .,.•nh inter-provinNI 
oompetition. FarmoMI quite na.lurally nn'Oited aga.irut 1ue.h a 
eompotitivo sy•t<Hn in fnvorofoontrol in someghapeorfon.. 

Mr. Arthu:r K. Loyd, ptOIIidoot and ~t'l'lll manager tl 
BriiUil Columbio Tree Fr~Ut, Limiled, leavO!J no doubt a. to tile 
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e&IDII of ma.rketing a.gencioa. Outlining the advanlap of th0118 
.,eneiee,he~&ys: 

Fint ahould be put thl! rr.?ual din;li~at.on of inl.('m&l wm­
petilioawhiehoetoncproduoormoppolnhon \.OMIO\herproduoer 
1n an a~tempt to reMh the n1arke1& and cut the f!lpeu8 of di.­
lributill( b.i1 proo.luet in an orderly manner. It l1 immt)(!iawly 
ohioua t.hatllsuftleient produ~ra('(llltiuue in this eo..,.-. it 
beoom ... m~rely a ~tue~tion of bow lo•ur they ean red1.10e the ... 
A'turua before th("fgO Into bankrupt~Y: l:ndcrauehall)·s(()m, 

~~~t'ho~t~e0~~~~~~~:Hl~ll:~n~l:!1...'\~l~~r!!i~:-!~jb~~: 
YPMI""Oflhfoirf~Uowprodu<>era. Theilldunzy ... willlulfert.re­
m~ndoullo.>~,IUld the &d111ntar8andamcoitielobtam.able by an 
area which ;. ob~ioc at leNt aU that tb._. marhl& un 1'""-Y " ill 

~~~:~~~~~1i~J&:i~·tio::::~ll~ 
}[r. l..oyd is a auooe.fu.l !arm er of 10mt~ thirty yean stand­

ill. and h;. opinion ought t{) be of 110me nolue. Howen~.-. his 
~~mmeotil are not the only 01.1011 that indicate the re&IIO!lll for 
wpport. of oontrolleod marketi~. Mr. S. J. Gray, &eereta.ry of 
tM r~era' Protecth•ll Commit too owtt up w oombat P.ttompts 
loutW.hma.rketeontrol,ex))J"eiiiMhiJru.el(asfotlon: 

rtL~ :!: t1h! ~~~~ ~k~l'lp~im~ITb=~:fp~: 
~•-.dfortheprevious6veyeal"llof$!1andl9put.onforerop 

:r~~o:· t.i~"·run::;~o'"'~~:r':ff:i4 ·a~J~;:d ~~th:C! 
plan 1!"1Krreby they 'll"ould be u.ured of at leut tau f'IIIUMII for 
thcir l.t.bour ... 

The .chPwe .... 1hata boud llhould be ..,t U)l to handle all 
potatoelaodvc&<JI&bh.'llproduoodinagi•·enarca,tocon\rotbo 
tupplyofthillproduct to tltemllrl<et.o thiltther~~ .. ould not 
btsclutoronnupply•. 

Cnnt.-, U/t, a ropreacnt.ative Briti~h Q)Jumbin farm pa~r 
JftVio!Wy quot«l, poinl-8 out, in " lmwiinll' editorial• that for 
tll:rean: p-oduoon. ha•·eboon oompeUOO to sell butterfat at 
_.production, and o•er tho whole of Canada, and o•·er the ten 
J~&r~,thlla•·erareretlll'm"'OU!dhll underthecoatofproduetion, 
il ....,-factorint}lefarmingoperationinvolvingbutterfatwere 
Mulated. "From 1930 t.o 1940", it Wd, "dniry f&rmllrs pro-

-1:~§:;~-I~~~-::--_:~;::~ 
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telited, butthepatand~OOI'IIOtypcd &Illl'lt'tlrW them wae tbtthy 
had to be g'O\'erned by the law of 6Uj)ply and demand." The 
editorial roN on to praise aetio!UI of the IVar-Tiww PrKu e~M 
Tra!U Boord in oontrollinR pri()(ll and mlll'kcting of f&rm.J)r00ueu. 

Finally, the staOOment.a of the following letOOr a.ro typieal 
of hundred..~ of letton 10nt in by fa.rmel'll to the "letters to the 
&ditor"OO]Uttmlof]ooa.] VIUIOOUVlli'DIIV.'IJlBpel'!l: 

"When""' B. C. farmen coing to demand the Ml!le _.... 
prot.eetien C.nada a.cocortb, u & matter of eoww, all o• 0«11-
pationlr 

"Elov~npoundoofpotatoe~~foracupofcof!'oo,tbreedo>l!ll 
ea•for&poundofte&,onopoundofturniptoodforanreoty-fin 

=.~:ut.~':!!a:~=.~v:g;:~~~~:U~~ 
fiU1IIepiJIIIObe7" 

The inleronce from the above quot.o.tiont ;, ob\•iollil. Delltruetive 
oompetition, low pricllll, nuvket control-uch hae been tile 
British Columbia agricultural eoonomio oyele in tho paat ftf~ 
or t'lt'l!lltyyeu"L 

JJ. 

Ilowdoo1thomarkotwntrolopemte . Thepotat.oboardlll 
up under the Dominion Kolurol Product' MorkdiWJ Ad of 11131, 
and the provineial NIJtuT(J/ PNidtKU Morkthng Ad of the ll&lllt 

~~~~n be taken a~; fairly typical of thll96 new grow6nl' putia. 

Federallegi.Jation v.·n• enacted in order to regulate export 
and iut.er-provinnial trnde. The provinei11.l Act WIUI paued to 
authorize the regulation of iu\Ta-JlTOVineialtrnde. l.cgillatlo., 
inbothC&801,'WUiimitedtothorogulationofthotradoinnatunl 
produet... More lpooilklally, lho p111'Jl0118 of tho pro•in~ial MS 
wae "the eft'ooti,·e regulation and oontrol in any reepeet or iD .. 
ret~pecU of tho ma.rketiug of n&tuml product. within the provila. 
ineludingtheprohibitionof•uehmarketinginwho!eor inp&n". ' 
Under the &uthoril:lltion of thOiiO Aet.i, more than eleven mar..._ 
ing boanU. have boon .e~ up in BritillbColumbia, ran(iug&ll .. 
way from halibut and herrina: marlwting boards to the p)&lla 
board previously mentioned. 

Tho potaW board hw boon in operation tiinOO 1933,a.ll 
will beoonven\ont to dil!llD!III it under th11 following main headilp: 
(a) franchiw, (b) quota 1y11t.cm. (e) matketingand priM-­... ~:<~....,--...,..,-~-M.-
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Fnmthiu: Aocording to a ~t.at(lll)en~ made by the marketing 
boanlll!leTetary,E.W.Burque,onJo'ebrunry8,10-ll,membersof 
\he nwketing board are elooted ill exactly the same way u 
•unicipa.l o.- city ollieiaht----that is, by popular vow. "Any 
owner of ono acre or more of IIUld upon whieh the regulAted pro­
duet i1 grown for aale ia entitled to \·ote ... Thelarge;;t number 
of produoen who ca.n vote are owner producon1 with ono aero 
• mare of liWd upon whieh tho regulated produot it grown for 
tile .. The J)On(lm who oao vote, that;,, O'NIIer pn>duCI'lr:~, 
produoe m011i of the produata which are under oootrol, while the 
penon1 who cannot vote, that is, who rent their land, produoe 
produ~W whieh are not under oontro!. .. ".' Ballots for the 
*tio11.1 are diitributocl by mailtom·ery producorcntitlodto 
'fOte. "They are counted Qy the retun'ling om(l('r appointed by 
.a.. provincial marketing bol4l'd in Vict.oria ... ".• S. J. Gray, 
previously quoted, add~. " l t wu felt that dairy farm en and othert 
who gte'll' potatQIII and Ve£(1t.abJ(lll for their own 1156 only, a.nd 
aot lori&le,lhould ha\'O no II&Yin the matter, a. they III'Ore not 
directlyoonecmed.''~ 

Q.ola ~1/em: Mr. Oray providU~~ a clear IUUJ,)yfliB of the 
opention of the quota &y~tem .. envil!agO(I by 11 aupportor of 
~C~DtroUod marketing. Admitting the ]Jroblem of NtimA~ 
JWb6ble market oousumption aud of ]Jroviding for aW'piUIIOII 
IOd bing the quOta<! thoroon. he m!ldo this •t.atement: 

"Eaeh producer wu a~kod th~ number ol aerM owned, lhe 
uableland.c~plant.Mtopc.>tai.OOI!andot.bcr\'{'gfll.ablel for 
the ])all throe yca111, andacl'6ageinttocded in t.betoe eommodit~ for 
I.Dscurrentycar .. 

"Wh~n allthU inlorm.t.tioo Wfl:' lf<>l l<lg()ther, and the Bpprox-

=~~=~&!~c':J:'p~~:; ;,\.~·:l~~!.d~:rti0~t0h·!~= 
to potatON, the marbtrng board .... reuonably tore .ot fl.ndinc a 
marketforfourtootper..:reofoacb fanntr'le~p. Thlll four tent 
perr.el'6 WkDown .. thofBI'IIllll''tquoUI, orhilahareoltbe local 
~~~a~ketforpotatoell-

"~'armen having 40 &ei'CI of anble ~ would have four 

::':. !:!\/:~~~t~~~~./'an~:O:~r'1f5'~;,: :c.re· At four 
"Thiacaaoot be made a hard and faat rul<l,ula.ri"e o;>wnOJ'I 

::_uld.,;r~ ~k:t~ih'O::~ ~coJ:';..;~~':~r!! :de'~!:! 
.. ]>OOIIibloandtakeinatmauyrrowersupoAible •. 

'--~Cioo ... of-1--... v-.-. ........... 
::~ .. o.-w __ ....... ,...., 



286 THE DALHOUSIE R'ElVIEW 

"Soith&&brendooidcdthatnofarrnershouldha•·caquotaof 
more than 175 t<.>na, il'nlllpe<Jtive of the arable bond own00. 1" 

Marketing and Price Control. The C~Jntro of the mlll"lreting 
and prioo control of pot&t<JCS is the pot.at<.> board iurolf-a thre&­
nlllJl board elootod by producer-growers on tlle franchise hMU 
described above. This bonrd handllls n.ll potat<M.>a of registered 
groworii, tags the saok.s to show that they have passed throUjlh 
theboard'sh&!lds,andenforeooth6lawaga.inetthooowhowould 
bootleg pot.at.oes to tho markot abo\"e tho board's hood. Tbe 
boll.l"d u.l110 fl..:ms the price to be paid the producar. H owevllT. the 
board doeo~ not do it~ own ..elling. It de!'ignates a wlling agency 
- usually a woll known wholooalor-to do its selling for it . But 
tha board fixos both the wholeeala prioo and retail prioo of the 
pot.atooe, after consultation with wholo!;3I01"11 and rotailen. 
Tt is in this wa.y that wo g'{lt a situation in which the producer is 
paid $26 to $28 per ton for potatoo~, while the wholeo;s.ler is to 
sell to theretailerat$30to132pcrton, andtheretailerist.oflllil 
to the eon.umer at $38 to $ ·10 per ton. Thus there is diU 1 
price "spread" of S12 betwoon producer and oonsum(lr. 

The board charg'(OI th6 farm61" 12 per ton for handling the 
poW.t(lo(M. This fllOoove~ "snlary and fees of the sooretaeyand 
board members, clerical and warehouse cost., ~~nd the cluu-te for 
the board" ~ official tll.K'I which ~ on every ~aek". 1'be farmer 
aliiOJ~Y'theboo.rd!orsacks,attherateof IOcasack. 

It now becomes clear that Briti!h Columbia mar.L:e\i.ar 
legislation reveals an importnn~ de\"elopment in the economie 
and political organization of democracy and dcmocratie goH!I11· 
ment, foranumberofthooriesoftru.ditionaldemocratieliber~­
\i$marathereinsupei"SIXI.ed:froedomofprodnetion,!roodomof 
trade, iroodom of competition, freedom of occupation and 
geographical representation. 

~'reedom of production-the freedom to produoo M little 
or M mnch of a product M one dcsires- hM gi\"6n way to (!OD.· 

trolled produetion whooo aim is to eliminate surpluses and bal&n{le 
quantity produced with market de!Il3nd, as e:rprOSI<Od in mon• 
tary terms. Suah i~ th6 mfllLn.ing of the quota syBtom. and the 
drastic limitations plaood on newoomcrs entering the field of 
production.' How Adam Smith and Rica.rdo would turn iD 
theirgrevcsat tbis&gra.nt violation of the philosophy of free 
enterprise! 

~.··o,_o..,u-Man< .. llaardP!ao..""lo< . <U 

~.'!:·i~!E"m:::~~"*1~'*'~[.!.·~·:?c:r:.:r~=-=-~ 
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The eompulaion to sell only to the markotina board and a 
-trallei\ina" agenoy Ui a direo~ aaw.uJt on tr-lom of inU!mal 
lnde--froedomofthebuyerand!!ellor,a~~individua\s,toopcrate 
11 au open market, to buy a~ the lowest price available and i&ll 
M the high1111t, to ~k the market whonower and whorevor- tboy 
f11ue. In the plaee of the open market i& !l.ll &glluny uternal to 
llleilldivtduai~~>·hiehoontrolt,forhim,..Uthefa.elOnintheop~~r­
Mion of buyill( and lllllling. Conoomitant with tho dl!!!truetion 
.. W. prime principle of la•ua-foiNJ ;., of OOllr!le, the passing of 
lbtootn!llltitivo a~~poct of tbe ooonom.io ~trueture. Individual 
llnMn 110 longer -k lho amo lll&l"kot in anta(onism to ono 
MOther, but share it. lnd01Jd, a.a Arthur K. Loyd ha.a pointed 
oat..oneofthoaim~ofnl&fketin&"legi!liat.ionis"eliminationof 
iatemal competition whieb set one produeor in opl)05ition to 
IDOthorproduef;r". 

Freedom of oocupation is pl'OIK!ribed in a negativesenM~. 
All ne1.-oomen to the fteld of potato produetion aro limited to a 
lov-aere quota, no mattl:lr how many ae.ros of \aod they may wiAh 
toiiOW. In this WIQ', now members to the industry ai"'disoottr-
1118d,butnotforbiddon. '!'here is, in othor wordll, a deftnite 
liaitonoeeupationalchoice,atleoastu.sfarasthisll.l!poctof 
11011omio life i& OOWiidorud. And freedom of oocupation it a.n 
ilaport.ant freedom 11o~sumed by tl"lloditional demoerMio liboraliltll. 

}'\nally. eleolioDli to tile potalo boanl are no\ on a purely 
1101faphioal baaie. The lltn:lll i~. rather, on thaoooupationof the 
tottnllolultheirrepreosentativea. Votenmw,beowner]Jroduoors 
ol potalOM, nnd the eledOO rep~ntativtlll muat bo owner 
produ!'(lnofpot&.toos. Hepresent&.tionisoocupa.tionalandfuno­
$ioul-not geographical. 

One nther point. Thi11 Orowen' Parliament is, in 110mo 
ntpeetl, llimilar to the provineial legi;l\ature. It ie eleoted. h 
IIM\bepoweroftaxing. inthefol·mofthe12foofor handling 
JO'Ilklllll required of ev01")' fannl!l'-a poll·or deel11orad illtJg&l in 
UleCNOof the milk markotina hoani. it islloll-inelusivo-very 
,otato ltf'O'II'I:!r being subjoct t.o >ts lawa. It haa the power of the 
poliee to bB.Ck it up--witM>II the l11owfuJ se1~ure of boot-legged 
pDC&toel, which are handed over to tile board. It ia !lllbordinAto 
w•he provinciallogislature, however, ill! powers being del.ega'ed 
Uld i .. operatio-a in;,poctod and eupcrvisod by the l11oUer. ln 
Diaao&Dse,iti•notoompletelyaulonomous,butitaubjeotthoor­
ttioa\lytothec:ontroloftbolllorgt)l"iiOOl,"'"aphiealunit. 

hi.no•realisedthatthelinltaigni6oantfae'fordemoeraoy 
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of Britiah Columbia marketing logislation i1 that In plau 11j a 
wmpa.!ili""IWI(IR~alil1nl1f«onomietotidJ1 regulotedbl/Oni1Jitll 
morUt, tll.r lo111 of a11pplr ond dcmond ond a gotlfl'nmeiU bated" 
geoqraphi«<l "pruenhlliOfl., wMHie h•inu. M loi~fo.ire, cutpl 
wlun tAr oehon.r of 1nd1vtdual• l;()ll!liet wilh tlwH of oi.A.rr 1ndirl· 
duah, tlun if growing up, wilhm IM democra!U llruelure, a plo11!1fd 
orgonization of•ocitlll in which olltll.r lradition<~l ~atulatuoj 
demoeratU libe-rali11111 an npudialrd, in which oonlrol rrp/Gul 
fuedum '" itllo• hilhmo !>ern kno-, ond in V!Mell go~'('nlmtlli ly 
gtographit1llrtprfunlalionitrrploudiDilllgot."tNNmenlb1/flllldiolltl/ 
repl'eunlation. 

UI. 
The.llignitiea.noootthi•~rganir.&tionofeoonomiei!Ociety 

i1even moreprofo~mdifit booonsideredinrelation toooonomio 
110eiety aa a whole, for througltout the whole of our eoonomie 
1trueturethereiaa tendeneyforooeupatioualil'QUP' to organise 
alongfunctionalline&todefendLbeirowninterel!lt~<,&Jid forthtlm 
to &llilume many of the chara.cU!rilikll of government wilhin their 
own sph11n1. The working m.a.n J~a~~ formed ltil labor uniODL 
All with the marketing boar(b, theae union~ ~·ere formed primari)J 
to eliminn.te competition-eompetition of the individual l.11botw 
on thto labor market. As with the marketing boardl, a 110rt ol 
"ta:l:" i1 levied in the form of union dulll!. A1 witb the m&rketiDr 
bo&nl&, repre.enl.atin!.ll are elected. And aUempt. b.\1! M 
ruade, in tbe form or the cl~ 1hop, to malro membership ia 
tbe organization all-inelusive and oompul~ry. 

The bllfiine.. num baa fonned hi• tl'Wilil and cartel!!, &!A 
at l00o11t psrtially, w eliminate the de&truotive eft'oota of 
oompetition nnd to llabilizo price~~. Tburmnn W. Arnold, a.ui.A­
.IIn\ attomey-gonoral of the United States, giv1111an intereslillc 
pictute of the formation of trua~ to put a 1top to OOIDpetiti.._ 
Of aluminum, he 511ys; 

Ln 1931 th~re •·u•grmrio.r world •UlJllutofalu.m.iltnmwhiell 
threatenedtoin•·adeAmerU-anrnarkctland .•• dilturb~priet 
atruetureofth6Aluminum {'omp&nyolAmcrica. Sothate.:a-

r:~t~~~~t 11it(,~u~i&e:e::·~0ti~~ :!'!."~~~~~mj:~ 

~~~TI~~~E:1~:E~.~:~~~:~r;:~~~= 
~~ c~~r~~:!ilr!nF:.~~~iiii! p~!f::~~ s 
ca.llylimi«'d. MiDimumworldptiec!s ,.,·ereftlt«l.' 
Dloo .... J~i1,7 ... 'i'.~ 11• .. 1.1-,_--·,_, .. __ 



B. C. MARKETING J,EGISLATION 289 

B-. again we find p!&nnin~: and control in tho mtorer~t. of an 
eoononuo pup by earte\11 which nre government.a in thcmlllllV611 
-.emi-fl.utonomo\lil unit. oontrollitl( the live. and livelihoods 
fllmilliona, in 110 far M thoy are not checked by oppo"n&' ooou­
paticnal £TOUP8 or by govcrnrnontinterfenmee. 

Tbe oonsumQrli, UIO, have organized theDl$11\vet into a.n 
III!ODOmiii&'J'(lup. Wehavo tho llousewi•·es' League in Vanoouver, 
lot inltan_. a body out to J)I"()I.Oet the OO!l$umer from the 
,.,....otoccupatiooa.lgrouJNIIiDthetpberoofproduct.ion. We 
U.ve alao, in Vanoouver, Conaumon' Councils-bodie.~ of whole­
lllers and retailers joining handt with oonBumen to meet tho 
orpni1.ation of the primary produeen~, in thi1 C&IIU the farmera' 
~~Uketing bOMds. 

TbUJ we have this flll'ther 1ipificanco to demooraey of 
aitish Columbia marketing logliil&tion, that it is not an i110latcd 
~of a type of planning and oontrol whieh ~jooU d8Dl.o­
-tic libera\am, but Uionell!!.poot of a IA!ndenoy preo.ent t.hroU&"h­"'t tbe entire democratic economic ~tnleturo for economic 
poll PI to orpniz.e alon&' funetLonal \inN and to MliUUlG funntioDJL 
flll•llel to thlllitl u.oua.Uy oou.Udored the !JPOOial sphere of govem­
-1. 

A\10 of vital ~igniflcance t.o the development of the democra.­
.-,t.heei•aretheooruoquonellllofthoincro&llingch~b!loon&eioUKn861L, 
alherartofthe fanner, brought to thesurfao::eby theorgan­
ill&ion of the markoting ~. A iianoo at the pronounoo­
-t.cffarmeninreeenty&~nfimllyeonvinc&~~one of thiafaet: 

If the amirk;. ~vu gOint t.o I.Mlromoved from t.be ,_ llf the 
llr.rdOOik>dmenolothermduatri&l,andtbe.arn~notcthermdul-

=uit~r! !here:~~~~::~~~. :!d~~~t:~·.:.:uJ:::ro 111J:n~ 
& IIIIY' :r. W.l\lillN, pnlllidont or"" B. C. F~~ormon' ln1titute. 

" I oonlider the Housewivee' !.&AgUe a group of llll&l' CommuniBt 
._,bodi!!t<,"&&yllanotherflll"lller,"andit'aquitepo~~~~ibleibeir 
~ a.nd rolatioWI are thoLI& who go on 1trike in e.ential 
IIIIUdri1111 and who an~ ••ell protected by Labor unioltfl .. , But 
I the farmen.. through thoir rep~tativOIL, the marketing 
llllrd, try to Rat a li•"ing or a hU\e more for their product, it i1 
11 &ILt oya. of th611& n&m;Jw-mindcd, IMilfiBh people the worat 
....,.iniiiiVenJUL.tionB." 

Ag&in, Thomas FruTington, a farmer with fllteen yoar! 
~eo, mn.intainR that "durinr the last thirty yOilrtl we have 
Wt up in our democracy group oontrol of our very exi1tenoo". 
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lie add~, "What I moan byth/Lt facti! that labor grou!)ll and 
industrial grGUIJII are, each for their own intffash, trying to outdo 
oachothnratthee~n!lflofthegroateatnu.mberof]IOOplewhc:l 
••orklong hours on the farms of tllisoountryin produeintfood 
iO that tbe nation ean liv<J ... Farmon, in tbis unb&lanccd 
eoonomy, no longer intm~d W be the ,;]a villi of minority interfllll 
whohM"etheatrengthattheirdis])Q5Aitoimposetbcirwillupor~ 
a people in web a way All to make it impt)Qible for that people 10 
o:ti&t." 

Thia class eonseiousnos. ineludea not only o. rea.li.utioD 
of the value of agri!lulture in tbo national eoonomy, but abo a 
fooling of antagonilliD towards other ooeupationa\ groupt­
labor, indu~trial and oonsumor. And in "'turn tbl.lSO other groUP! 
aro also be(inning ((I fool ~~ontagonistio to agrioultw-al orpni­
ution. 'fhe point is: Ultimatt.>ly every ooeupational group iD 
thfl national &oonomy <\ill org~~nize to proteet itB O'I'D in'-t.. 
ant.agoni~m botwoon OOCUJ>IItiona 'llill increase, and oventu.ally a 
nate of completea!u\rehy may rellult-'llith labor pitted a.gaint' 
indu1try, farmer pitted ag&in~t labor, indW!try pitted agailld 
f11rmer and producer pitted apinet eon~umer. 

Dl!m~raeyhasetld(lll.voutcdtomlllltthesituation,bygol'l!nl­
monteontrolofgrour-ooncemed,byanti-trustlegis!Mionandb,­
the appointment of eonciliation and arbitration board!. B!St 
none of these has been conspieuously au00111111ful. OO\WIIIIUIIII 
control lead• thewarrin~~:grou]"lll to a baltleroy!ll foroontrolol 
government. Anti-trust lawR bring O~k thec<>mpotitive anart'hr 
within the group;; who 0\ibh. above all, to prevent thatanarthy, 
andleadtowbrOIO'Iinstitutions<\·hichell'ectin~lye\·adetheanli­
truatlegillationandJ)l'rfomlallthefunctiotaoftf\l!jUandeartela. 
And conciliation boA.rds are dependent on the good <\"ill of tlM 
arbitrating partit.'!<, unJess &'O'<'rnroent force lie. in t.be 
b.ckground, in whieb eaoo the struggle is ahifted to control ol 
go\·ernment. 

May it not be aigniflcant, in view of thiB, that British Colw. 
bia marketing board! are evolving & type of ropi'C!Ient.ation­
functional reprosentation-thateould be poaihly apJilied Ulli.-«­
sally? As it is now, thowa!Tinggroup;;bavonomeaWiofeomiar 
together to di8CUS3 policies and settle difrcrenee~~. Their only 
oommonpointofoontactispre;.,ureonthogovernmenttoheed 
their ,·arious demands. Maahl il not b. u-iu, 111 (lrl}tr/ofm_, 
a r/a/~ of anarchv 1/wl mav tN!ll r11d i~~o IM d(UNJdioll (l/ drm«!WJ, 
to brinaall group• foqellter on lh~ bo1i1 P/ /11.ndiona/ rsp-rumUatilll 
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......Uillllilulca/undi<Jn.a/ parli4mtni /Q tllpplem~nt or eve" W tup­
pla.U 141 GUiillq gNgrophical par/Wme!U1 

ltiltruethatwiththeevideneeon hand thereisnoonebut 
~rould oonc\ude that Britillh Columbia'a marketing boanlg 
an far from porl'oot. Critil'ifim it bitt~r and violent. Indood, .o 
disturbing hat the !ituation become that the provineial govem­
IIKlnthMappointedaHoyalComrniwriono[ inve.tlll:&tion. 

CritieiilllinvolveNallphaSO!IofllUI.rketingboanlopora.tioll.'l. 
They &re eritieiud bee&WIIl they roject the fundamental tll8110S of 
lnditional democratic liberalilllll. I. Robinaon of Jo:burne, 
BritiJh Columbia, ~tale!! that marlrolin~t board~ hAve re!!ldted in 
ln!edom of markotina: being abotisbe<l. "Con1UJU~YS have lost 
tlleit tree tD.AJ"ket rightt," he deelues, ".,·bile at the same time 
n fllnll81'-Producen have lost our Croedom of contract righta." 
Buil Oo.rdon contends that murketina: board nl~ationt hAve 
iDeluded "eompulaory J't'ltimentation of all fannen in theditrerent 
branebe. of the industry, oompul.wry eontrol of their effort of 
production, compulROry eontrol of th&ir products, and finally 
ud in particular, tho holtling of their ea~h returns by 11. bun)&u­
lnl'Y w whom ha~~ been dologated more power than a provincial 
Jeria]ature." 

Elootoro.l qualification~ !'1lqUir00 of mD.rketinfil' board• IU'O a 
10~ or OO!lBt.D.nt irritation. No !taliMt.icaHy roliable figures 
appMr to be a•-a.ilable,butit iaiW!oi:!rtAldap.inandaga.in that a 
wjorityotfa.mlel'l!can not l·ow,eitherbeeau.,et!toyren,land 
orbooallliothey do not produ008Ullieiont potatoe.!to be included 
iD tbe quota IY>~tem. BMil Gardon maintaira that the potato 
board Wall put into omce "by a vote of lu.. than •ix per ~ot". 
A great number of the fiU'lllOMI did not ''Oio, the reason being 
tbt the fartnCI'I may not voto unleu they regi~ter with the bolu'd, 
111!1 if they do reeislm', they tbus endone theoompuliOI'Y .cbmne'' 
h iuomplained, on th- and &imilur bases, that the oonsequenoo 
ofDWketing legislation is control n.nd mono]10ly of markeU by a 
lew,,·hilotheDUI.Ilyare•ltUOOzedout. 

Them is undoubtedly iKlm& truth in these oontentionJ. All 
in the cue of the developmont of all new institutioru, there is 
roin~~:onaillrulllJ\efor(l(>ntrol. Tbostrunle,inthiBinstanoo,ia 
hnniversalfranehiseandalcvelling-otrofrctur!lBbetweentho 
nll·lo-do and tho 1- we\1-\.0-do. The oontlliit i1 roma:rUbly 
limil.Brtothe•tru~&leterunivolllaJparliamentnry francbi&eand 
DODtrol of tho nation'111ife by the HoiUI'I of Commoilll that took 
pb;M in England in the nineteQnth oontUJ'y. 

Marketing board a.dminilitration bat a\10 oomo in for ita 
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lll!IU"(( oferitieism. Th~!'1l i1 evidonoo tlut.t l.IU'ge J)roduoorsmiJ' 
have exerted undue prouuroon thoboo.nl. attheexpel'\8(1of tbe 
~mall produoor11. '!'here ia evidence thR.t lleized boot.-log potatoea 
m.&y have boon 110ld for J)4!fi!Ona.l proHt--tiHl peril(lfiB involved 
having failed io tum the money over to the boa.rd. Tlun it 
evidenca that grading may have boon caro!OIIIIIy bandlod. Then 
is evidence that the finanoe and aooounting ~y•Wm may not ha~ 
been adequate, and that eBbtJ.re. of th0 invoiee. may ha.\·e hem 
porpctratedonoocru.ion. 

Theae oritioiK!llll of the mMketing bo&ni rf1Vfl61 yet anot~ 
~ignillonntfaotorintholntt.or'•rt.>!e inthodevelopmentofdemo­
oraoy, vi:~; .. tmu a cm1lro!led economy necu!ilaling af!/Qried off~ 
frtr adminiflrali!oe purpo.u require1 a ~'t'l/ rigilanl conlrola!lda 
ronatalllondrigidftlptl'lfii10no/nUIMa&Pfel•ofadminUtralio., 
10 /lull. monqpoly domina/ion u:i/1 not cnuiiiM indit•id116l. 

Already the"Ciyne lleport:· tbereo;:ult of an inu•tigati011. 
of the potato marketinJr board eompletod priOI' to theappoin$­
m811t of the !loyal Commias.ion suggw;h l"'ll'ommoodaliODI 
that. if implomented. would aid immoo.sumbly the poe.ition of tht 
individual in hi~ con1tant 1tn1ggle agD.inst minority oontml. 

ThiB repOrt doo.l1 with olootions, flnanoo,gmdinll' n.nd quo'­
andiniiOfa.rfl.!!itiiOOmstoindic.at<)thatburuauerntiocorruptiOII 
ii&QUOtitionofburuaueraticeontrol rnthcr than theeliminstioo 
of bureaueraoy, it is pertin~nt to Bummariw it.. l'ei'Ommcndati~ 
h-. In regard to eloctions, it reeornmonda "thntnopenoa 
•hallbequalifiodtobenominatedoroleetedo.s,ort.ooontinueia 
ofllee aa, & member of the board if he is an emtlloyee of the board 
or .oiling agoney,or if he haeaoontract with ~ho !xmnlor..geney, 
or if he is ongaK'Eld in any hu~inOI!S dea!in~ with the board CJt 

&g~~noy other than 1111 a grower marketing hi- own produet'~ 
Theroportfurth61'rooOmlllend~''thatnoithorthet~.~tenoynolallJ 
ernployoo of the agenoy be permitted to take any part in tilt 
elooUonofbo.o.rdmembor•.nndthattheounduetinf{ofUmelooti<JI 
ot mombol"!! of the board be plll('ed in the handfl of the provincia,l 
governmoot." In ~rd to finance, the I'OJIOrt su~U tbai 
mon.ie11 l"'llOived from the We or lleizOO potatOM ought to be H4 
aaido in a .uparate truH~ fund of the boa.nl, and that the board 
lll!ould have to -k datutory p01\'ers to eonvfll't the money to 
ita own use. Itsugp:eo!!tll, &1110, that a moro~trioiSUJICtvillioool 
ll.nanoialoperatiollllofthobo&rdisnece!lii&ry. 

Emoioney in grading oould bo increai!Oil by periodie t4lll 
oheoka by in.speeton, to Me thnt individual ruomhen ge~&!IQII&N ··--,.)1--.-v--.l<-.-
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deal, and th11 Dominion govel'nment 9hould- to it that potatoes 
dlelared unfit for hunum oon.sumption we actually unfit for 
klllftaO OOII.SUmptiou, in the opinion of the report. Pinally, the 
•IIOta •Y•t.em i.hould be illl!peeted more frequontly, a.ooording to 
llr. Clyne, 110 that there will be no tendencies towards di&erimin-

'""'· ln&hort,thllwholet.enorofthereportie tho.tthere•houldbe 
llriot«supervitionofbureaucra.cy;notit.llelimination. 

The lignillcanoo of British Columbia'• ma.rketinll' Jegia\ation 
ID t.be theory and pra.etioo of demQ!'ra.ey i•. then, fivefold, Jl'int, 
lr.Tet.la that within the demoon.tie !llrncture there is growing up 
• orpniu.tion bNed on planning and oontrol, that repudiates 
IMctirethllllisof ninotoonth century libernli!m. Sooond, it 
dlo~r~thatliOOraldemoorooyha$,inpart,aanetionedthodeve\op­

aHooonomieorganiz.atiC~uthatiKantagonistietoi~own 
Thitd, it leads to theroaliu.tion that agriculture is 

along linN antithetieal to 
everyoocupationalgroupis 

the protection of i~ own 

-~~~"',"""'~""::~.· ·.:~=:ift~:: 
ovila int.olerable to the liberty· 
be pos&ible, throull'h adequat.e 

which itself oontro!. and 
afOI'Inofreprosentation which, 

apurolyoonsultati\'eeapaeityon 

·~;;~·,;~;;;;;;:;.!;;;:;;';;ih' ;w;~~y ':~~~ ~~~~~::~~:~ 
rn.te,&JIOr~nir.a.tionwith 

·=·.·c·:::c·:;c;·::··,;c;:.c·.c- 11:u~~~ ~~atched with tho 


