BROADCASTING THE BRITISH
PARLIAMENT

ArtHur NETTLETON

MONG many strange facets presented by the current war,
X one of the strangest is that the present abnormal conditions
brought to the forefront a question which, by all
ds, ought to have emerged during the 10205,
h broadeasting has been a Government monopoly since
only the exigencios of a world confliet have secured close
ting

don,
Even now, the surface of this suggestion has been little
moro than seratched. When Mr. Churchill on January 20th
it before the House of Commons a proposal that certain
of his might be mechanically recorded for future

ing, his motive was concerned with personal
rather than with the principle of broadeasting
gen His object was mainly to

er the

the idea were put forward.
iamentary broadeasts on & much wider

et ik Te mhih e Wil
d ﬁhﬂ! is nnthl.nz really novel in the |dul New Zealand
d it a full five years ago, and every session of the New

d Puliument can now be heard in progress by radio

portance. Radio of

means) 'hmby every voter may obtain
into the running of the State. In the ideal democratic
e, public co-operation would extend to the attendance in
nent of every individual, when laws affecting the commun-
being made or revised. Obviously, however, the intro-
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duction of such a privilege to its fullest extent is utterly
impracticable in Great Britain—though we do acknowledge
the principle, the Strangers’ Gallery in the House of Commons
being open to anybody sufficiently interested to attend.

ly a

lmlhnn inhabitants of O.ho Bﬂtmh !nlns could at any one time
be crowded into the House, every one of that large population
would have the opportunity o take an active interest by listen-
ing, were the proceedings broadeast.

{The propocal 1 ectablsh an Empire Pariament, (tat i

additional to tho one

country, and concerned with purely Empire nﬂ.lin, in contrast

mmdcrwensmmrndmnutmem if the Premier’s request
‘were met.

This point can be quickly disposed of. How has N
Zealand overcome the difficulty?

strife exists in connection with
powerful radio transmitter in the ou\mu—y—zn Welli
six times the strength of any other New Zealand stati
reserved for parliamentary broadcasts every moment the Ho
is in session.

A more reasonable eriticism of this

it may be urged that the spoken word can, by correct in
e made to convey its frue meaning more readly than the
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- word—which is the alternative method of conveying M.P.'s

utterances to constituents and to voters in general.
As to faulty radio transmission and reception, perfection
just about been obtained in this line during the last fow
rs, It is also easy to arrange safeguards against the misuse
ndlo by any misguided mamhm- ‘who may attempt lo employ

v otherwise

’I'IIB Spukw of the Naw Zealand House is pmndsd with a
i him instantly to cut off the broadcasts if he
o it necessary to do so. He is also provided with a
rate microphone, by means of which he can cut into the
with explanations or comments, should the

arise.
The same precautions guard against the divulging of State
erets. An idea of the reliance which can be placed upon these
is obtainable from the fact that tho New Zealand
entary broadcasts have continued since the outbreak of

war.
Centuries-old tradition is undoubtedly the greatest obstacle
(here are
ose who still regard radio as essentially and primarily a medium
entertainment, and who therefore look askance at any
i to bring microphones into the House of Commons.
 dignity of the uazung (they say) would thereby be impaired.
, the New Zealand Parliament, with less than 100
hmvry behind it, is far less hidebound to historie custom
is its London counterpart.
The process of introducing radio into the Commons could
be achieved by first installing microphones, not for radio
but for the convenience of members alone. The
of ma House destroyed by Nazi hnmhs were never

reprosentative's seat is 1o b wired for telophonic purposes.
‘microphones were installed in the British House of

, if only for internal use, much of the traditional

. Radio transmissions of the proceedings

B y
o tho barrier of “outraged propriety” were broken down.
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Tn reality, radio is nowadays such a common feature of
everyday life that it cannot conceivably be consistently

by say up-to-date Paslisment. [t is not, unliely that, wers
Government proceedings made available to the ears of every
Vot a-atop ool lve bes St tawacds the el o Al
oft-deplored_election apathy. The New broadeasts
Tive xcatun Bisk sitoot *Dows Uiidar.”

Next logical step would be television of the House in session.
When every household can see (as well as hear) its gor
institution in action, 2 will have
new heights. But tho first stop is radio dissomination of the
spoken word, the broadeasting of debates and other speeches
without visual accompaniment.




