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T HE KRITISII INTERVENTION IN RUSSIA. 191 7-1920: I 

~TH' rou.o.;•a TO rn.u;,l..l iloutlli~IUI. ~T tn J<nH and 10 lmng Ruu<~, !hen p 
tnt~, by"""' mnnJ uc allo<llOO, ln<u tJw, g~Mr:t.l <kmucr:uic •rst~m lia hco<.,!yapa 
Ill tocby.~ So •poke Win.wn Churchill in M.rch, 19i9.' At d.., end of the 6nl 
World War Chwdull wa~o, mde«<, th<: """' trrq>ress<blc Bnush prougooia d. • 
anti.llol.sh<:vik w:.r. Lloyd Geor~ oa1d of htm th:ot ~h,. ducol blood m-olt<d ap111 
th<: "'hol""'le chmln:lllon of Gr:md Duka in R\W.la."" Pcrbar- bca.U$0 of the..., 
llobhev<k outcry m:ldc: by the Won•on Churchill> at the time and 11DU, huu•• 
of various typa. h:a~ a1«ncd th>t thoe m:~in m<Kivc of Allied imcrvcmioo in RUIIil 

wu <he ~ruaion of !he Sovitt r~imc by fOtcc, or pcrhap< tl>c wc:oktrunf • 
Ruuia for tl>c benefit oi llritish intcreo~s in the Near Eatt.• Th" w:u not trur• 
Bnm.h <lll~,..,.cmioro duting the war, <hough aftcrw:m! was anoo:hor S!OrJ'· 

Tom:t.kcanyocnw:ofach:!Olictnlnnfevcnu,thretquationl.,..ll 
an1wued: first, why w~• 1ntctvcnunn m Ru .. ia ~gun durmg the ,._,,: ...:ond. 
was 11 oonunU<'d ~her the armtstiCC: and, third, why was it fin:ol!y ~ndtd' 

During the: coght "">nth•oltl>c non-llol.bcvik ll.twian Pmvi•ional 

mcntml917,thconcatmrcgardmgll......,aofa!!mc~rsofthcllritishab.lllt 

to k<'ql that country in the war u an cffecuvc force. WJw,n 111 Novcmbcr !loo 
.<ht:vik,sc;>.nlcontrolofPctrogradandd"'ccntral),'OYCtnmcnt,IOmcmt"'"*' 

tht Briushgbinft "'n'C rrpclkd bythcthoughtofdca!inK ""h them. A 
thcyfc.orcdth.>tthcir•ubversivcdoctrincsmightt.:tkcroot on ilfltainthruup 

conoact. ~nd Grc.:u. llritain d«li~ fnr the momcnt to rrmgnozc tJw, Soviet 
n.., flolshcviks' ovowcd purpotc ,...., 10 brm~ pcaa tO R..,.P, uha ..... 

wu, ~nd w11h thli in mul<l tllcy signed an armistice with the Central 

Dcttrnber 15,1917. n.., enraged AllicsthU$fam:l aJCriouo mihuryptoblal. 

tllccndufOctobcrthc h ali>.n Army h:td boocn routed near Cap<lfct<Omcl. 

ltahanrcconry,rn:onyBmtshandFrenchtroopthadtobeocnttnltaly, 

the: wmcm front. With thoe Ruui~n mllal"" ~rmany wa1 at libcn' ID 
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~nwnb::rsoftroopsfromtbc:eas~crn~<>thc:wntcrnfront,andopcuuoMbegon­

ft lllg m November mnvnl over w.-cnty dovioioM 10 th<- West by Janu:~ry. 1918, and 
D,- MM-eh mon: th.:tn fony. lo.da:cl, for the: Alhn the q...,._,.,., b:od become not how 

be. 10 ddot Gc:rm:lfly but ntbc:r how best 10 a>'Oid ddeat.• 
Ruau ~pprarcd to be a key to the: ouu:~toon. ~,..,.,] Robr:ruoo>. ctuef of the 

lmpcml Gc:ner~l St~ff, weut 10 br :u 10 "'Y that there ..vu no ch~nc:c nf mo hcuy 
..aory wothnut an """"m from, and the Allied milnary llCpr<ocntauvn at Vcr 

...ne. pouurd to the: d:o.ngcr olGc:rmany'ogttung w:.r atod food "'PI~'"' to RUSlia. 

Gtatf2l Sor Alfrrd Koo~, formc:r Hnmb nuln.ary ouacM m l'ctrognd. 10ld Lloyd 

Gcorge thou in oix months Germany could obtam oKarly all no rcqu11emcnu from 
k..._ in effct~ bre:~king the Allird blochde. The (>fl[y w:.y 10 prcvtnt o.h,;s mebon­

:Wy dc-vdopmcnt wn 10 emu.c in RoW.. MWnc: eff.ru~c fnrce to m>"- German 
f111><tnuoo.' 'T1w: Gc:rman tbre3t wu not onugm;o.ry. l1tc Ccm.-.1 Powers m­

ttltd.d. bc:yond a oh:o.dow of a douht, 111 we: lhusian rcwura-o "' the: fulk-st utcnt 

i"~oihle, and on fxt tkx rCIOur<n may h.:tV<c bttn r~bk f<M" thcJr being abk m 

hJhl oo "' loog •• ttKy dod.• Repono alto ruchrd Wulung1nn and Loodon of 
IOmn.a n pn1Drtefl nf w~r tn Ru .. oa making scriou1 dforu to 01gan iu fO<CtS ouf­

L:,.. toow-<""mcgicp<>inlSinSibrria,aodlaterofbc:mgehc:nujorioyt>flht"rrd 
1nK1p1 fiYwng 1M ~whotc" Rowans ~nd All~ ohc:r~ in Auguu, 191R. M<.>ot of tht 

!"'• .,.,. on Siberi~ were 001 Gcrnu.n. few "''~re ~l'ti>t'd-nd th<>K but hghtly· 

,111,] rcporto. .,f thc:ir ~e<muc• wcr~ gr<:>$0ly C.Ugg<'ratrd,0 but it wu only natural for 

llradr nermu< Allied leaden "' """'Y llboul lhc:m. 
Or><ommed121~ Dnu<h rnruoo tn c:YC<IU in R""'ia amc: :rt thcocnd ol Nn-

1!111bn, l9 1 7,wMnth~Driti:lhmtlitaryrepracntativcsjoinrd~of t hcoothc:r 

Alliodgo.eonme~••inprOlc<lingwGc:ncn.l D ukhorun,xung Ruwanoonunat><l.r, 

..... tbr RuMo·C.><nn:>n ,trmo<Oce ralko. Another raction wu th.:tt of Sor Gcor~c 
~ llnti.h. Amb:>.•udnr tn Ruata, who SUAAatrd le:o~ing" 10 the: 8ohhc:~ik1 
~ tlloy Wtl l pmdtJ<l' pt:><c on Gc:rmany'• lermo nr fo!(ht on wtth the Allic' .. 

• luo:ban>nbeliovedtlutforcingtheuh,uoted Ru .. i~mtofighton would mere· 

l}..l>in.. thcm.,.·bae.sRtwi.:tn~tionalrcocnuncnt wouklmrnoponu Gc:rnu.ny 

ptaa "A-cllCdcbycdorboughttoodearly.'" UnydGcorgewaotcmptedtofol.low 
~De.n·•.,h ic~. buo r:lemeno:•u ongrily <Ci«tf<l the ideo. lly l"lc«mbcr, 1917 . 

., hiM! cabon.ct had ogr«d that Drit.a.in's dominant pollcy would he: to k«Jt 
t~t dtcwu • ..-,ifth.:ttfdllluou~:h,tom>Urcthatlhc:counorvwao ... hc:lp(ulw 

AL .. nd as harmful IO lhc:cncmyu pouiblc. Uo1-d Ge<trge WO.$ woll•ng ~• that 

., wmidor uoing thco Bol. heviks u ~~~ onl\rurru:m ogomot Gc:rmany," "' for 

lio ~b11 from cnnhong the "l'ft!" llCgtmc. 



Whcntht&IohcvikJ .. izedoomrolofPctrogradthcydidnotaurom.ttic:dl)" 
inherit the entire Russi:m Empi..,. lnsuad, the already diuolving Ru<>ian otar.c dil­
intcgntedintoawdtcroflocalgovcrnmrnts,militaryandcivil. lnthemidotofthi. 
di.~<>rdcr some T""rin generals formed armia in the South, and supporters of th: 
fo~r Provisional C.overnment forJnC<I the <n-e;~lled Sourhca5tcrn Fcdcr:uion io 
the Cmasus." Bril3in made oomact with tha.c factiom :ilinosr at o~: by mid­
Dcccmlxr Briti•h agents were authorized to offer over £~0CIJ,OCJJ to ''arious group< 
ifrhcywouldcontinucfightingthcC..:rnuno,andthcy had promised support rot 
Sourheast.rnFederntion.11 

unofficial rdationo mun be C>~ahli>ha:! with the &hhcvik1 in the hope 
rhem to kttp RU<sian rconurcr$ out of C.,rm:rn hand1. At the ume time, 
and Cauc<Hian fora$ ~..,to be P"id, and a~:cnu and offi""'rs .. m to advise 
vinci•l govcrnmcnu and their armi... This was done quietly, to avoid if 
thcimpllt:ltionthatthcAili.,wcrcprcp.trinetonukcw:rronthc 
nat day, Britain and Fr:~ncc a~rttd to divide Russia into sphern of 
Frnnce ~:~kin~: Ilc,<arnhia. the Ukroinc, and the Crimc;o (with Poland 

(withNorthRu«ialatcrtacidvadded\.11 Tna<:cordan""'with 
Britoin acted in foururinci<>1\orc:>s. defined somewhat arbitrnrilv as 

R:.><oia: the bndin~ of troops and lendin)t: of support in Siberia: ond 
...,vcl"linthcSouth. 

Brucc Lockhart. formerlY >ctinl! oon•ul I!Cn~rnl at Moscow. 
task was to do "' much harm to the lftrmans ~· IJO"Sibl~. to trv 
pc>cen•I:Oriationo,andto5tifkn &l•hevik rroi>tancetolftrmon 
nfhi1chidr••hturned outtobehandlinF:ne~Oiiations fnr Allied 1 

&lshcviko and hi• ~rnmem, The Britioh Govcrnmcnr claimed 
tn look upon the Bolsh~i~s "w'th a certain <kg= of fovnur u I 
tn make a .. paratcpcaceH,11 and the So...irt l•adcrs, op«ially 
rcqua.ted Allied aid •gainst Gcrrmmy. 

Chicherin, later Commiw.r for For<ign Affair&, told Lockharr 
arrival that while C.,rman miliurism and Briti•h capit:!lism were 
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!0< thc moment G<:m~any W>J the K""atcr d.:mgu and Bmi:<h hdp woukl thus \,. 
~IT T'he 8olm...,ksapp~hed thl: Allia on.:c in arly Janw.ry, whm thr 
.\llittl dtp~m>atic and mtlituy mintons in Prtrograd r.fi.IKd even 10 OOtify their 
gonrn~nt~." A1101hu ch.:.ncc a,... in F.bnury. wh.cn Trouky"s uno war, no 
pcx<:" pniJCf brnl<c do:mn hcfn<c a ,..,~,.·cd (''"""""' :Kiv~nct. :\td ,. .• , prorruocd 

• tll:lt time:, and Alhnlnfft«rs hdpcd whlt was left of the Rms•an t\rmy datroy 
the r.tilto.>d t=k• t<> Pctrot:nd. bw no mort help was •v~ilablc. the C">C'rm:ln :od 
ma conlinuod, and L:nin hi<ruoclf C>p(IOK<I furth.cr mnsu.na.10 The S.Win ddc 

J'l"""llt:!>nltM Trtaty<li Brffi-Luovskon March3,191S. 

Yn 01\C more ch:.nce ~ttmn!to n:rm.i.n oi kttping RLH.Jia oificWiy tn thl: w:u. 
0. Marth 5, Trouky inoquirnl of both l..ockban ... d Raymond Robins. an \rnn"Kan 
a.d Crou official whn h:Kitakcn on lnm .. lf the iob of maimainmg comae\ with the 

s..ha Gm--crnmcnt. wh.:.t Allinl aid would Cf>ITIC if the tw.hc:viks rdi.IKd to ~fy 

.. ttt:>ty wtth G<:rmo.oy. Trot:>ky WllntW to know--if help wttt «rtain--wh:.t 

111ft of hdp rould be gi"•n quicklv in war supph.s and mnoport:tti•m facilities. what 

~~p-Bru.u.n:rnd.spcc:i.tllrthcUnitniSucnwnuldukccoM"f'a l•paT~eWinr.ui<>n 

ri Silocria ond. Wrwc :ill. what stCJ,. flrit:~in cnuld undcrukc to U$urc this hclp." 
0. March J(~ at the end of thc dch:nc on ratification of the tn:atv in the All-Rw.si.'ln 

c..,;m.of S.:..ien. Lcnin ~·k..! Rr.hin< if holud •nvthins: 10 Rport on help from 
At: All;.,. ROOins h:td noo:. •nd Lemn s;>td dut l • .odili~n. too, lud "" ,...,,d. Lenin 

. which w:u occqxcd ovcrwhdmin~ly."' n.. Mory 

Loc:klurt had br:o:n irutruct..! in Fcbnu'"!' that thl:onc" Britioh 

110 llriti•h ~ntmonccnfrcally hdpfultUJII""t unvnl. on.d 
~ wn • rnDA!:" from Wnndrow W;J.,n 10 the Snvin 

i symp~thy fot the Ru>li~n people 3nd rC)!tflUng thot nn oid 

w:1> t:rmnl with $0m<:~hin~ akin 10 ridicuk_.. 

1(1 R<lbiru., Trouky h..d aotnl th.:.t L:nm would Of'PO'C r:otiftu· 

if the Unu..J St.:ltCI promio.cd t..lp. and the entire off.n <e<:mc.l 

k>ll opportunity. Aaually. as one «hnbr put 11, "elK implacobk 

C..,nwn Hrgh C'.mn:md ~nd the !:rowing cvtdcn<e th•t C>C'r 

I 'pregrunt' with rcroluuon ond th~t p;ortun!Lon wu noo: ion 

madcthcllo!W .. Lic::Wcrscnnc(lll$iduthodi.l.lgr~tdc.l 



of :ukiug for Allied help. Fl.ll1hcrmorc, l.<:n111 rco.!i:eed th:u the only Allied ,_, .. 
for helping w:u to hold Ru»ia 111 the war ag;o111$( Germany, and he w:u CGDvincal 
tha1 a d.daynl f""'U would be a more o""I"OIH one; l>c:ncc tuo real v1cw "'""' 
tha1 it wao nc«&sary to come to tcrniS wnh Gcrm.ny al once and lr)' 1t1 

mcru.cSovittpowcrforfUiun:oclf..Jcfcncc.•• 

A «ruin amount of amfusion ,..,. added to the Alhcl obviow inability ID 
gi"" whltannal aid 10 1hc Bolaho:viko. 11tc ~nmem nf Sute in Woah•np 
was root ,nformtd of Troulty'o ""* •mporuru n:queso. for aid until after rodic• 
tionoi.Lhcptxtrro!y,and when itdidkarnofthc n:qurst ll,.nt won!tbal 
Wil10n'1 derided mcwgc to the Ruos1an people was an MatioeqU>tc oruwtr ..... 

Bctn.ard Pares ind.acd hio own government when hC wrote, "Not only Rwoia, bar 
ourpolicy,roo.w:uallinpie«~." lthadn<>Kqucnccorrorui.llcncy.for'"Lbcfor· 

eign Mmistcr wa1 no1 in the War Cab1Mt, but was overridden . on ~ 
entia! qucollon by the PmneMinillcr, who dealt Wlththcv,~.riowcrncrg..,•illl 

by a st"fia; of tcmpor:ll)' ahifu which "~"' Utterly bewildering . ." Conro.. 
in L<lndon w:u incn:ascd by the appo.n:nt in.abihry of the ...-calkd RUOSian C... 
mm« to pcrlorm ttJ assignttl task of rca:ociling War OffiCe and Forcip Off. 
opinion tcglltdinJ Russia.•• 

Bewildering, too. wcr. cvcntt after the Russian arccp!•nn: of ptaa' 

C..rm.ny. Although in Fd>ruary. 1918, the BritiJh Govnnmcm rd:.-:1 
clcahngJwithl.coKarnrrKY,scnttol...ottdontoa.kforaaisr.tnccagaillSI 
tht Fon:ign Office in April withdrew rcoognition from lhc Rus:aian 
wluch had ~t<d the Pl"<l'lisional Gottmrncnt. and tal.d Loc:kh.an 
w:uwillingtotr<:atwiththcBollhcviks.Suchqueso.ionJHthercpovmcnt 
dcbu wen: not to be rai$Cd b«:au,. tM oolc a;m w:u th. dd'e:u of 
news pluocd Trouky, who nhd for a n.>Yal miW<>n."' and praendr 
pbcc .a.n Englilhm.n in ch.o.r~ ol aU R.uuian ratlw~yt, :u well as to 

wishcon:gardingtMRorcsat Arch.o.ngd and theoocup.>tion of 
Lotkhanforw:~rdedthac ~uesu,th.011lyn:plyfrom Balfour.tl>c:n 
rflary, IQS 10 the cffccr. that thi1 WaJ a)) JOOd IIC'WS lnd if 
1ua<k Trouky to rcoiu the C.:rman1 he wnuld indeed ~u..., earntd 

of all humanity. Bur S..lfouraddcdah.,_ofllriti.shgricnno<s 
sbcvtks, and no n.a.val miSSIOn or railway expert cvu arrtvttl. In 

dcspltcllalfour'•pmfesscdhchcfthatirwal~i£d.a.n~m .. 

wtththcSoYtuGatcrnmwt,"'thcapparcncopportuniucos.lippcdby. 

md of May Lenin, the only Sollhcvik who really m.natt!, champiorxd 



ntE BRITISH 1/'.'TERVE..'\ITION 1:>1 RUSSIA, 1917·1910' I 

uy pnu. The So~>et Governmcm w~o tho:n oay>ng Lh:u All"'d >nLu•~IILKKI would 
rault m ~ Gcrm.m <:ajXu~ oS PetfOjjnd and M01100w (>t 1=1 1n bet r=i•cd ~ 
Gcr!ll>n ulrim.nLim uqumng th( >mmcdi.:ttc ~nu~ of Allied foo:a from Mur 
fllanll<).an.dlhl:du.ncaoi~ RLIIIO-Gcrm:~n war wcrc<kc=.totdby 1he Boi<M-.h' 
bilwc Lo01gamz.c a dcpcmbblc ormy." 

l>apitc Trotoky"J ((olllinllcd rtqUC$ti for aid, c~cn o.ftcr the raufie:uion of 
tlw Troty of Brc~t LLovd:, Lhc~ ~ Lo ban a<otnl no real hope: of. the llol 
....... io.-iung Allocd IDLC...-cnuon. Trouky wao moved by pcM1mi1m rcg>rdong 
,. l"'rrnan..nu ol peace. pcrhapt :wurruog that • new w:tr wid• Gcrm:~ny wao 
llle\"\lablc,and lw: may ha•~ .,_,n willing LO occcpt ony help 10 kttp the Sov1et 

"l"l>e in .xistcr><:e. Tl"' pess1m11m wu t..id to rc>t m May. 1911;. with the inaugu. 
- cl offoc:i.1l Gcrman-Soviet rclaLIOIIt and the rulization that Gcrl1l.1ny did 
a 1111wd w - 11t army w crmh Bolsbc.um. Furthcnncn. Ltnin appw-1 nc•cr 
•U....COWHcnanctd ouch intnvcntion, whoch ''"''"dd undoulllcdly have broo..ght 
"""' upon Rusa1a 1hc full wmh of 1hc "'ukcncd bu1 t!ill mighty German armies 
lll[d .. Eu:." 

ThcDULillnlr.offightingbctWttnthcCzn:hJ..,.,gionandHolslt ... lkt""'f'S 
• s.bm> in May, 1918, apparently con.,.jnocd the So-.ia lcoden that the Cudu 
tltn:k>h<mrocavan~umlofAIIinlintnvcntiondeslgncdtotnashthcoommunltl 

ptmmcnt and a.utoe. AI b1c •• May 23. Trnuky tcm:mtoed friendly to l.ockhart, 

.. inurly Ju~~< Chich<rin "'Proachcd the A!lio:• hmcrly for •idin,l; with couotn 

~-'* Wh.n '"July, 191\ the Allied diplorN\5 left Vologdo (wh,ther 
~ Ud fkd from not-torn Pctrograd) for Ardun~l, h;l,..;ng he:lrd ol Lhc impend· 

.. BriWhocruFtion ol that pon. 1hc Bolm...iks •w tltoe """'"as~ prcludo: to 

-- itl1c""ntlllfl, an.d on July 29 L.n•n <kcla..M 10 a ~pCC<h Llut Soviet Ruma 
""''with ~An~lo-Frcnch imperialism.~•• The llolshe~iks cl«ided to "'".11 
.'illitd bndmgt. an.d when Arch.:tn~d wn <::~.ptuttd on ALig>& 2 the 

upum:tnv8ritishandF..,nchnauonalo(about200)uncoold 

,too,~imprii<N1Cd,andW1thhioacb.:tngcforUtrinov 

Ruoai.an Ambo5$0dnr "' Great 8riwn) m Octobtor, 1111'1. """ 
botwttn Britain and the Soviet Government ert<:kd.'' 

of the llritioh Novy had been opuatinJI out of Murman•k 

ILipplr.hil"'fromouhm<lriDQ,andpanofitrcm;~.incdtnMur 

..,intcrof.l917·1918.1near\yMarch,l918.th(~lkkad.n 

b.ornlylnghout~Lhattltoe>teatywnhG<rm:~nyhadfallenthtOUgh 

paltl<..,ircdtothclotal Sov1et 11 ML1rtn.1n1k tocoopcr.ue wnh the Allies 



in dd~11dn>g the port from dw: Gcmun Mrobbtn. w Henc.c, Uw: loc.ol a~nhonu<s il 
:-=onh R.,..._. appl•M to Ra.r Adm.Jral 11~Dm:~S K~mp. U., llromh wmrnandcl. 
for hclt'· turnmg <>~~• to h1m three Ruuoan datroycro. Th~ Alhn rtoofortel 
K~mp"• .._,uadnm,u buo with the conc:I\U.ior> of peace bo:tWttn the Bolslw:viko..l 
Germany his tiny force w.os kft alone to (;oa a GeriTU.Il army ol 55.000 m<n in .,.,. 

!ud. Germ:tn oubm;~.rmn st.i!! opcnted in Ami<: water>, and there o«mn:l • 
the turw: tn he nothing toP'"""' rlw:tr ~uu"ing a~ 01 Murmaruk. 1l>t Bricill 
Go>-.,rmrw:nt h«ame apprdw:rui•·~ about rlw: 11tuation. pleadong for Ameri<an Jqt. 
and at the end of May somc 500 AlliM rll:lrines, hxkM by an alhance with 
Gtrnu.n l'tnns, occupiM Murm;~ruk. They """"' rtinfortM in jlll>(. and 
loal Bnl<lw:YiU m;ade and kcj• an agr.-.,ment with tk Alli.,., who crnJ!d 

the food and munaions which the MOSCO'I'· gnnrnmrnt lackM.'" Main< 
Sir Om!es MAyn;ud, comrr~>ndmg the Allied fortts at Murnu.nsk. pthcrtd 
loc.altmopshcCQ\IIdandbtl'(anlopushthe}.!<>SWw-controiiM!lalt~ib 

ward to l..akc Onrg:o. nnr 550 mi1eo fmm Murrm.ndr. His obj.a. ap;r;n frnoa 
t.aingtb.port,waotoniKananti·BohllcvikRuuianarm)"lg:>inRtlw:G 
Finnioh threlt." 

A prominent charxtcristk of Allied military p!anninR thmugMta tht 
p.>rtnf1917andtarly191~w:~sa ... an:hf..-rtinfl>f"CCflw:ntJf..-the~cu 
and 10 lk«mhcr, 1917, it w;u arnn!:«lthat tlw: C7.ech Lt~:inn should he 
;u quicllv :u pouiblc from Ru .. ia to Fr.>ncc. Thi1 ~roup. ~ntual!v a1lmll 

umn~ and tb. only l:lf"R<' military group on the c::~ucrn front llill a diKipliowd 
""'' nt><k up ol Czcclu !mm Russi~ an<l C=h and SloY"k 10ldicrs wllo 
dc...rte<l from the Auu .. an .'\rmY. ,\fta ""'"Y d•ffkulti<:ll "' C"\"xlin~ dw 
m:ms and deo.ling with U., 8ol.t..,..;h. the (:uciu hc~an in March. !~IS.* 
pourrw:y to Vl:ldivo11ok •·i• the Tr:on..Sihcri~" Raolw~v. theor ~v<rn11.1l gm! 
Fr~l1CC.00 

O.:.flitc: tlw:<::lgcrnc:unl Fn:nch alJihnritit.•f,,r rctnloKc:mcntllo<tbc 

fmn1 (a.ptri~Uy after tb. Gernuno mounted th.-ir 't"ing nflerL<iYe in l~l!), 

miln2ry lC2<k<1 began to foresee oth<"r 1-.'hle """f,,.. th<: C7.Ub 

\prtl I, a 6rimh W:n Office me""""'ndum to the Cuchookw:tlt t\>ti<lllll 
cxpr......:ldoulxwhcthertb.CzcchttOO(L<<vuldbc:broughttoEur"P"Iad 

dw:idc:l.nftheirbcmgtmpklyalmRuutaO<Sihcm,priJ!..,.;ngfitbcrl 
uon around Omsk, co-oponuon wi•h GKgory Scm.nov (an anti· 

in ~hnchuri.o) and l''"lup5 th<: l•p.>,..,...,, or nacmuon to An:h.o.np:d. 

i.ka waoth:U the: CztehJ would Join lorc(ll with othc:r j>ro-,\lly g<"'1" 
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ICI form a .,.,.. front ag:unot tM Germ.o11s.•• F"'""'h miht~ry "'P'""'-mau. .. fm:~lly 
W""eJ the Briush plan, but the Freocb Govcr11mcnt otxlf rcm.a•ncd "Pf'-'1 
ID :~.~~y d•"<rsK>n of the Cudu fmm the "''atcrn frOI'It. Hence, Bnti•h military 
111011 dc•JKo.l a .,.w scb,mc to kttp the C:uxhs in Russia ,,,,thou, anwUy admitting 

oach a gnal. The t::uxhs W<:rc to be •pin, those ~!..,;ldy bcyo!Kithc Ural MountaJns 
,U.g on 10 Vlad,voswk and the 01ho:n being rout«! to Ardungd and ~{urn=uk. 
1\eimj>ra<~<•nw:ugi•cntoFrcll<handCucltlea<knthattiKobjtttofthcpl:ln 

,..t>:~cuatio•nofthe~wntoF,.ntt,thoughthatw.unOithcrcalj>U")X*,anJ 

We pbn ...,_, approvtd by the SuprenM: W•r eo....,.;] '" May, 1918.'0 

Thm, British milit~•r k:adcn had, they bt!;c...d_ fuund troopt for a,..,...-.~ 
ozamt front, and a sm.oll Alhtd force w:u !an<kd ot Archangd at the btWnn1ng 
~i\ap;uot,IQifl,toorm:theJCnr:olpurpoi><Jofgu>-rdingllOfa.,tr.Uningapro­
Ml!Runi.lnarmy (tobtatlcaotJO,IlXl.crong),and m«tongthcCuchoondother 
peo-AllySi.bcrian lo«atoenga~inj.oimoper:auons. Since fcwtrooptcould t.. 
,_....! fow Arrlwt;:d, Brou$11 agcnu there formcnteJ a coup d' ~rar oga•nsttbe corn­
..,;• gn-<crn""'"' of the city whcn the Allitd £"""' was re><ly to !and. The 
AltMagd g:trri..m dutifully fought iu way inland. hut Briti•h plan• were baKd 
... aiCriou•mi•judgnM:ntof~ntphicandpoliticalrnlityinRusUa;~nts 
• 5ibml lu<l ai<Qdy dcltroyo:d chanc .. of m«ting the Cuchs., ~nd the fora: at 
~I ..as fin:.lly mlucnl to ~rding iu Jtorcs and raisin,t a local Russi.an --·· 

Th.:\l!ia~:m to<fucuuopcntti.onlin Siberia .,.,nlftu the Bol.hcoil< 
.., lb.>l. ~nd Bntioh troops ot Hong Kong wm· c:ven alcntd fnr movement to 
9Wi...-uL t.hou2h firu]..,.dor;rs were 11<>t iuutd at that tinM:. In Janwno. F..m~n 
-..., B.lf~ur e~p~! a51'"ttmcnt with the American bthcf th~t •nv ot:CUJ)It· 
.. of RI>Sli.>n ~ri•orv wnuld tend tn unite all Rmsi•n• acain<t it. to CoCTtrun 
~- !lUI. B:!lfour oddcd lijl.nificomly. evenu mi~ht .,.,n "«~·'« a different ....._ ... , 

In O.Umhrr. 1917. the Alhcd tnilitary rcpruentativ .. at Vcri.lttllco rrponed 
lild.~ncerouldbcoffcrcdthcGcrmmoinSuut.hRuuiawuhout....-.rc 

(Jifllla••niution,.·ithtbatarea. SuchcomactcouldbtunlythwugbTurkty 
.,__,ol\l;odomotukandthcStbcrianr.UIW>y." llythccndnfJ.u>wry, 

do: llritioh Forei~n Office WJ.I !''"""'8 upon t\tncri.:an leaden thc view 
.. Sot.ri.... ~.ulway ... _ .. the only effective ~y to help amt-Genmn f<>ra:~ tn 

w lJid '" hhrwry the War Office submmcJ tu thc French Gcncnl Staff 
allmg f... a ·rao.h.ae" Japanroc tntm;entilln in Sibcn:~ for lhc !'ll'f""CS 



oi Rlnforong tbc rwion.al dem.oot 111 Russ1a, AYing Rumuia, and pRYall.illjl 

Gcrm:~.ny from moYmg more trOOJK to the wcucrn from... There ...,,.., M1H <Dor 
S.nuh ITI(Itivu for landings m Sibcri.a: the proomion oi vall quanuuu oi militatf 
lupph<:~ at Vbd1v~ (64!1,000 10111 1n J~n""ry, 1918), the rqxwtcd aploiu Ill 
German P''""""'"' a!d to tbc Cz.cch L...g~~~n, protectiOn oC the oil fiddo of lloc 
ea.p.an from Germany and Turk..y; ho"~u, the hope of rtt~tabliU.tng -
kind oi a<lcrn front wu pcrh~p! rriOll nnportant." Thank• to optimiltK ropld 
{roml...ockhanonTroulr.y'•bch..v,.,..,8a]fourwuablctoGy,,nurgin!tbcli ... 
Suta to approve 1ntcrvcnUon, that th.e S.,.,.iet governtn(nt had no ot.;«Ur-• 
1ud! a-· Nc~hdea, n<~~htng wu .Jooc until August, 1918, bccauocal 
•anrclucta~cto~Jap;on...,troopoinSibcmandbccauocofJap;tt"~aC I 
finttotuvcAmcTicanhdprnd!hentoy,oinwithoutit." 

In January. 191H, when Br•ta>n began urg•ng the Unncd S..ata w 
Japanoc >ntcrvcnt!OR, Bolfour npWncd to Colo.xl H<>I.IK an addnion>l 
motive: worry over a pro-Gcrman pany in Japan. Briuun apparent!~ 

ma.kcJapanfcdth;at.bcwutOW<cdandalootobringJ•paninto 
'l'mh Germany, thus l~llin~ any poaiblc Japanao:.(;crm;tll 
Di..:uuion dragged on for months wnhout result while 
fht, Un11cd States of Gcrnu.n >roop movcmcnn from call to 
curcmc:ntof food and nw nu.t<ri:W in Ru .. ia, rnd thcn«d 

put prn~un: on Germany.. One message a...ncd that unku 
111 Sibc:ri.a at once, they had no chance of bc:ing ulmn:ucly 

tcnous defeat. lt eallcd attention to the grt>"'ing cxhawtion of 
manpoW<:r andcontcn<kd th;at any pouihlc vtctory '"the West rould 
b.: enough to force the Gr:ntnl Po-n to wuhdnw ft't>rn R.....U.. 
1hcy cnuld oull uoc to wtn world domtn~tion.• • 

Pcrh;apt Britain d>d 1101 prao thciAut~vtgorowlv a•s.hc1111gh< 
for both Uoyd Georgc and fl:tlfour inclined to delay Japannc 1 

hope that the IJolthc,vlks thmuclu:s would <nvttc i1. Britain 
the anti-Bolshcv1~ St:mcnov and trtcd tO <c<lf310 h.tm, hut no 

md Lloyd Gcmgc w:u pcn""dcd. by prn~ur~ from Fn"""- 1 
tary men. to rcnc.w pkat th;at the Unttcd Slates wmcnt to 
S>bc:na." ' "fhc, AU.cd Supf(:tnt War CouDC:il rnccung in 
condttion•, designed to quiet Amcric:ln feato, for Japanac 1 
w:u;ton:spcctll.lwia'oterritori.altntcgrity,tahnolidcin 
advance as br watward 11 pPU1bk to cncountt"< tM Gcrnuns..• 
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dtn~~ JIOIIIIOn ol the: Cud! Ltgion in the: sulnlnl:r d 1918 ltd Pmident Wibon 
toch.ngckurruDd."' 

In M3rch, 191!1, the Sov•ct C'.overnmcnt hod, despite Gcrm:1n pr ... u..,, agreed 
10 pc:rmn the C:u:cbs 10 lcavc Run•• through Vbdivootok," and in May it add((! 

""''CDt for IOIIlC ol them to go msuad to North Ruuia. The C:u:cko, h.owcvcr, 
~td unfav<)l.uobly Ill being splu, tome of them 11 Chdyabimk b.amr. involved 

lllllu>t:idrntQilM:.yl7wJthHungari.an~.,andSov~orcknthatthc: 

CacM be duarmnl causod thc: Czech oll~<tt~ tn deci.W to •shoot thcir w:ay tbmugh• 
• d>c Pacific. SIDCC thc: CZ«hs wcu thc:n sprnd out along the r:uJ ... y from thc: 
VoJr to VbdiVORok, fighting bnWttn them and the lloWM:v,kl bccamr. gcncr.ol 
M..gbout S•hc:ria, the Cw:h• soon 11e1~ng numr.mtH towns along the Siberian 

nilny oOO, in bte juM, Vladivootolc ;...,Jf.11 At this point the United S~:~tn 

IJ!'mlto intcrvcnuon, President Wilson propootng that hi• coumry and ]ap:tn 
ach .. rw;J7,ffJJtroopswVladJVOitolr torclievethroCzodutbcref«fightinginland. 

b<lbtroops.too,wcrc:~~enttoVladt-.ootok on August, even lw:lptngthcCZ«ho 

ip. a Bolihcv<L umy (.a.dto COOIJ<n IDOilly former Gaman ~·) on the 
0.., Ri•er.. By l:.tc summer Bnw.h kadc!ll hoped t!M: Cuch1 WOIIId meet 

GNnl Ala«>-'• •white~ army on the Volp. and mged that me« ]ap:u>ac: troop 
ill IM&d to support th11 move. The Cuch• wcu unable to mcct Alacn bur, 

.. ananu-llolihcvik Russian force. they IM:Jd all Siberia on Novcmbo:r 11. 1918.07 
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