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DR. JOIINSON AND TH E ~ INTELLECTUAL GLADIATORS" 

IN TH~ Nl'iTH CHAI'TU olthcir T~eory of Lllt'raluu, Prof .. ~ol'$ Wd\ck and WIITII 

poKsomcqucstion>aboutthcu.dulncss•nd•ccuracyoflneratun:a••~li 

the life and soc:i<"ly from which it hot emerged. l'ocussjng p:>nicu!ar anentioo • 

the Eng~•h comMy of the Rrstorauon paiod. they :uk: 

Woo it oimply • rnalm of cudmldom, o fairy bnd of odulteri<. ond mock _,.,.. 
•• Lomb bclie"<edl Or ••••• it, ao Macaulay would ho•c UJ bdic,c, • faithful piao«~ 
dcndrnt,lri>'olous,andbrutalari<tO<=:yl D.-shouldwcnotrather,r<jcrtin!Wi 
oitorn>tiva.,~wh>tparticularoocialgroupcr..,tedthisartf<><whato..di<nctl 

ohoold we ntll ~whether it w01 • n.tur:olistic: or • stylized ani Shwld ,..,..111 
mindlulo!,.tircandi.,ny,odf.ridiculcand fontaoy/ 1 

A rtte:ntand quitccmphal..ic "ycsHtoth>t !aotquestion has bttnsupplial 
Mr. C. D. Cecil of McGill Univcnity in an anidc entidtcl "Libertine and P' 
Elcmcnu in Reotoral..ion ComMy.-. 'The comMi .. of tl>Ot l"'riod, Mr. Cc<il 
"an:innncJ<nK<>:tcndcddcfinitionsofgoodbehaviourcouchM largdyin 

ofbad,aoalls:uirico.landhnn..tivcworh opparcmlymuotbc,,"ondhc);"Cl<Jit!IJ 

that ''cv'"'Y Restoration comc.ly that still intcrcsu us attem1~• t<> rc:alize"" 
f"'•sonolity baS<d on wmc rompromiS< ~wttnlibcnilllim and S<lf<oolfol ill 
the best manifcotations of e.1ch - imdl..,tual vitality and phy•ic>l rotr.tinl -

join~d."' Mr. C«ilgocs a otcp funhcr even th~n this. While :>dmitt:"C 
W)·chcrlcy's T~~ Cou~l''f Wife f!U(Ul:ttc:> bctw..,n h~•Y moralizing and brcr, 
e<>ntclld> that "the absurdity hununi'le< th~ pr~>ehlnf!. while the Knt<nti<>GI 

d:~rifico the lkltiri od point ofthcgrotC>C[Utaction.'" In cffcct.thcn,Mr.C<d 

1..,.,. to reg;~rd th~ moot durable of the R .. tor:uion romcdiC"S,.. utiric:ol 

dnm01icdisguiS<. 
That this wu far from Dr. john..,n'o view of Rcotoration comedy go<> 

wtthomaying. Ahhnughhedid notcndorsetheflatron<kmruuioruoithr 
oolcmnly pronouncffi by Ju.,my Collier and William Law, Johnsoo could 
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mllth of "'uriu.l or mouJ value in any o( them. For him thq were at best clcvu 
d..plars of w•t and raillery, worth qooung from ume 10 time in 1uppon of a light 
1o.mod ugum<m with Dn•d Garnck, but t<UNly to he t"'•t«l ..:rio.Wy u vo:hida 
ofmoralinstructioo. 

ltl.l,ofcolltSC,awdl·knownbctthatJobnsond•NriUI«lthedunuingcner-.!.1, 
OAd com«ly 1n p>nicul:ir, :u a "'liricalliiiUUm<nt. He il caffiul 10 dd'ino rtUJre m 
ltio D~rm>nrtry a• ''a ('«"' in which "'ickcdncll or folly il ccnsun:d", ~proper 

•r<."h<oontinue~~, "ildJNinguishcd by thcg.:nu:~!ityoltho: rdkction>, frum a 

~..awiuch!laJ......!againslaJ"'l'ticularl"'r'tJJ';bmthqarctoo[rcquentlycoa· 

lol..;kd.- .'\ndyc:t,undc:rltlll,;ll,heqoota,presum:tblywllhappronl,!ho:opini<m 
af Granvdk that "Wychc:rly, in hil wrilingt, is the ohatpaJ Ntyrut of his ume." 

Thio ;, the mo.>re ourpris•ng when - recall tt>;.t ncn the comed1a of Shake 
lpla«.injobruon'lvi<w,bil«ltflnlilkefulluoc:ofthciropponunoua to censure 
wilhdnu• nr fnlly. In hi1 notes on r ... ~ftl> Niel>t, fr... in<tancc, he mmpla•n• tha• 
-n.:mamag.:ufOlivJ.o,andthcluccttdingJ"'rplcxity,lboughwctlcnoug!Jcon 
litaltod,.cnon theaagc, WllntJcrc.hbility, and fails 10 produa: the proper in 

n-quircdinthedrama,uituhibiunojlUipioureofhk"• Al'!:oin.thc 
bult r>f n~ Mrrry IViu<'< 11{ w,,,...,.. wu, for John.,n, "the ff<:<jucncy ol 

M 1111 pmbnc, that no necessity of pn:xrving chal'1lCU:r can justify them. 
arc bw.nf bi~ho:r authority than thoocof criticilm.,. As fr... At Y11" Lk~ {I, 

Mcrnlyobjecuchat "by bwcningtothcend nfhi1wnrk S!Wr.apr;o"' IUJ>' 
th< di:al"!tur b(twccn th~ u<urpcr and the hermit, and [ooJ loot an oppor 

Ill exhibiting a mnral lc.~n in 1vhich he might bav~ found nuucr worthy ol ...... ,.,..., .. 
lftbccomiclt""'Ullr>fShak~a"'watwanungmthnc<lal;l(ticew:nti:aJi.. 

..t>IOOKdc:flciont,infnhnoon'ocyn..wc"'tl>c:rom«lirsofDrytlcn,Om 
&brl'f'l!l', Wvchrrky. and Va,..brugh. h is til'!niftcant <h>l, with the rxcrp· 

.1: Dry.kn, there i1 a deonb of com....,nt nn tMsc writcl'$. bnth in lloowdl's 

.. .;U,;n the connn of Johruon'• writinp. There il no doulx that Joh....,n _,.link imcra~. in the theory nf romedy. and that tbc prcvo.ilinl! "'ntimctu.al 
""'eh flouriv.cd on the aagc in his day failed tn c.apt.urc hi• inugin>tion-' 

•surpriling.thcn.ch•t ho:t.;.dcven less Jntcn:rt in the kind of comedy in 
-wire wu merely incidcn<al "~ and often ouhmcr!,.W by, the thcltJC' of 

mdJntriguc,as In the Res10<atioo p~rs." 

'no:bo th..t <here: was ptirc, snmc: of it of a very l"'"uful k1nd, in thew: 
• comedies (a• i\in. Thr:ak calkd them) S«nu w t.;.vc c.v.pcd <he 



1101.ice of nuny ol /ohn"m'• oon~mpouri~l. 11 they re~d tht: pl~)l ~t ~n. they.....! 

then\ will1 tht: ""of lubriciou• know1ngneo• thot one !Omelimc~liods in 0100.1111 
who profu• ~~~ ~""'lw.nan intern! 10 Oocar \Vildc "' the prc·R~ph.>ditcs. o<Wl ..., 
:wumc:th..tcvery.•MIIIthc lt<'Al'•conlportrd hitn><lfhhTouloUK-Lolllttt- la 
Other word..U..,. ... ,.. the Res~or:ouoo Wot>J•~ Lost Geneuo1<on,antl the """"'ol 
Wyd .. rley and cump.ony ao documr•u~•l <.kcadence. But th1>. ;ts - k110w, ,. ...... 
th.e whok .lt<><y. Seven.! ol U.. Reowration dr-.on..tiw thcmM:Ivcs had 

atthctimcoljerernyColh"r"'ott;><;k m Wl!l .. ndlater,thJt their 

rmsundc:ntood, o•ul th.u th~u ""Ork had been rnt.,rukd w C<Jify 
t.trn. EvcnVanbrugh.whosc1'<11'e<lmoralnl•l•g<~~ionw:~<.....,er 

ro in .... S~ort y,~,IC.SI"'•· in~ .......... to u.n ..... that u.. r 

MtoshowpropkwlutU..y.OOulddo.hJrcpr...,mingthemonthe 
they should IIO(,wu Thou.~h 11 onucko of r.atiiiJl,.;lli>..:ltion, th11 
acknowiW;;cthe trJdillnn>l '"'f'<'"'iLul11yof the "'tiri<ttn 

of the actual from th~ ide•l. Colky Cihber, ~~:mng a step funher, 
fenco: Bf his an ri.~ln >nto the dialogue of h11 play, Tire C~~rclm Huslo..~J. 
pracntro :>< Drury Lane in I?I:H. He~ he n..k.,.an obliqut auxk oo 

Hon v,..., o/tlr~ PrnJQrunus •nil '"'""'""'i'f of tire Englull Succ 

J.,.Jy lktl). l..oml"""" and!'!.)·., M:t<bm. =only thmg> 10 be!.~ ot. 

l.otliMoffla"'- Playanowindco:donc n...d r>t.llhc,IQmU<hafra.JM,/w, 
late short .. ight«l View of 'cm. \'ic:c mar ~" ''~ ond 1'""1""• 
lu.rdly,J.are •how a Vic:><>u• l'a«~<~ spcak"'ll hko htmoc1f, 
bcii>Jcall'd l'roplu.nefnt.:a:rwing him. 
'T11h.ard itl~. when l'copl<""""'' do>U!>f;"'shlorl.._ 
mnnt fnt Coetrnlf" . ...,,1 wt..< fut F.um~k,' 1 

TJ..p<>~mth.nu.:lyl'...l.<ftn:lkr$herc«a!l'•><lone,formurh!>ft1.c 

<rt:lll<<nth-.c<ntury dranutr•t~ h•d now w h< dir«tnl Jl mJklnjl: tM 

to••a:n the Cont"!lltKrhle and the EX<:mplary quito uncqui•ncal 
,,f .ub1kt~ and PUOOI JIO"'Cr in English dram.> i1 clw-ly 

thnt~,. U.. P~ h> S.ttk's Wt pla~, The CoN.tntH" L.twm 
met it ask.,.! toro.<>p::r~te in thr ta.k <>f rtfurminll the ""lt" 

Yoor Aid,_ humbly onugb1. then Bmo•s lmd, 
lu>dl~b'ral Mirthlilr.oLib'ra\Mcn,dc:knd 
Nom<II'Cl<t Ribaldry, woth Lic:onoewrn, 
Uomp the Namt of F.loqO>mCC or Wit; 
NtttnOr"el<t!.wltooFaraunn:nwr'dgo. 
TI..kwdd1111 Gloa"inJ~~ola s ... ,ll•fi.IJ.U.., 
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'T")'-"'rs."'"hllr..-..l<ngtorchncthc.\g<. 
To Ch.utrn Wit. ar>d Munh>-" l~ St.agt.11 

>ecu<>J W>~c of C.cm,;rc....,·~ pvpuJ.uit} r~. <Mn. nul t>i the Ikad &~ 
hruchnlitscr""dunngthc hcy-<b)ofThtv<dGomck ~...1 Peg W,d 
much nl otJ fora ~ bt~r <>n">od into the comcdon ol Gnld>rruth and 

toG.;o.rrick"<rnr><~rettntbt<>j!r>.Jlh"r,Drul..()m.~n,TireOU 

7"/r~ 1\'~y uJrlrr World were ~""'"'F\ the •nuot promi· 
one{}{ h10 onnnymous :&dmircrs is rccurded u uking 

h p.1rt ~f F'ondlewifc "" t>cccmhcr ll7i2." 
Jn!ulll(lnh•d~nwdl:w:quJuuodwiththc:playo 

si>Jccnhch.td ouvod~t P..dmorcforsol nY>nth.<with his 



The D<amio lowo the Dn.ma'o l'auono gi><, 
Andweth.ot li•cwplcaoc,muMplcaoctoli><, 

Wlw followo tttnu 10 rombtoc: doco ~W;:ws of Gurick on !he nttd for grC~ttr ..... 
alwnmthc:acungwtththo.:ol Johnoononthc::useoldnm:lasaaourttoimoal 

"1'>1 youn thit Night to bid the Reign cammcn~,>~ 
Of,_.,'d 1\>lur<,ond f<''"'mJSenx; 
TocbaoelhcOwmsoiSound,lhcl'unpoi.Show, 
Ftl<uxfuiM..U.,ond...!uuryWoe; 
Bidoanioc Virtue form lhcmingAg<, 
And Tn11h diffwc het Radimtt frnm the Stag<." 

But Jolmoon'l hopes for the mor..l improvc""'m o£ the thc~t'< w= 
relltzcd. A1beguwoldcr,tn faa,hebcca""'morcand morcpec"u.h 
titnu of lhc augc: tn gentral and ol the pc:..,,..] b.dingo of KtOn 

particubr. Th10 'l'""rulous attitude was sympwnuti.c of a 

agaioR theac:uog pr ... fcssion :u a whole, and" ohould be 
oonmlcrjnhnwn'afcwrccmd:dcriticismoofthe 

it OOC<:OUD\J in pan for tM irritable m:o.nner beadopu in i i 
dr:~nutic '"'"'k in lhc u~~' r;>f rh~ l'""u where be sap. 

Udta; or e<>oy and common, :u Wmol a '"""' tdiot. Bluff a 
ond Fondl~wrfr • ja.lout Puritan: and thcat:utroplle 
probably prodi>Cfll by m.:~rryin.~ ~ wnm:rn in a ~k.H "Yrt," 

garcomrdy, "hcn:illtbMcdeductiom~re""""".wiU otill «<Nin 
!X'werful ~oo fmilc: faculties: tbe dWoguc: ;, quick and opg.rklin!('.lhc 
II>Chusciuthconcntion,and tlM: wittouuhcrant tltot ito'er-i..r.:... 
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H~ pnrttt I.Av~ /<~'lAw a1 "a romWy of nearer alhonce to life, ond exhibitiug 
rt:il m~nn<n~ than Tlr~ Do11bl~ D~llln, whoch he b..rely IDC'Rtions, and Tire 

Ao fnr Congretr<:'o fu.al pUy, Tllr IV•y of rile World, Joluuon " 
th;ot ll was rttetvrd "ith 10 little favnur that Congrcvc d«idnltu 

for!M.uge." 

LftofCotttrntebonall thechanctcnsticsofoncolJohlU<Nl'o 
hc~p]»••mly cons1tkrW it on< of d"' b..t of ha "lolllc Jivco",'' •• he 

tl>CjustifiCll.iunforhi•prideprobablylicomtl>CJ!.Hrurung-up.in 
hu.,.,....v:olu&cnucalrcmarkl: 

m<ritofthehigbackind;bcisanorigiualwnttr,wboborrowcd 
of.hiopk>c.northcman...,.of.biidiaJos:U~<.OfluoplaJ1 IC111D01 

"""" I i""ptttal tNm m.ny yan " '""' pa"cd; but wb.tt remain• 
.... ,...;:,.,;·,,,tbathiJch•nw:t<roorc~monlyf><titiouoondortifJ<ial,with>cry 

m~~Cb<Jilife. Hcformcd•peculiarideaof.contickucdl....,., 
COIUiotingoyum.arkJondwt.expccttd•lll_,..;butthatwhich 

oddom foilrd of l"""lorming. I lu O«nes c<hibit not rrtiiCh of 

-'-'- c c·_~c-:U . .J:i ,".:; :_:::;~·.=.:.!~ ":.~~=~~~;"~;;v:! 
-t::' "CC'C''•- -•end 7' "'~;~~~~':::~ ~:;.~ :;.c=~.=~~~~'='! 

"'""immt. llut they.., ....o.ksofo miDd rq:>kto wid> imago. 



again, l~t iJ Oj>rCUIIlg hoo <.kcj>-f<.O..Oicd hc:licf th• l th~ 0111f~· f•nlt f .. unJ.ot~•fl f<>f "il~ 

caljudgmc:m"'IOI3rtbutn•turc. 

Much lot wh•t joltn..,n h~d U> Qy About the: tnaaph~""~l pot'' in hi• •'*· 
bmW Llf~ of Co..-lry ha~ a ccnam <ekv•no: ~- l'hae f"'CU> j.., .:ounplau.cd, G> 
nol mo¥>< U.. p>...,on., l..,au.., they ••~ '"'~tcmccl ""h th~ remoter fcdong1 •nd 
wnh iUj>oerfiualiue>. The" wu a a """" nf "•lender '""""'" .md Lobouml !*· 
w:ul.:mues,·· on whu:h hthe tno11t hcrc:rogo:ncnw ,<k;., ~rt: yoked h• vMok ... -. ~ 

gcth.r.¥" lkong '"whoLLy cmplo~nl on oomc:dung u~ ~ •u'1"'5t"l[·m., 
h;od no <e~rd to th~t unofonruty ol ot:momc:nt whiCh en;oblcs u1 tu cnn«~~c •nd • 
cJ<coto:thc:j.aiJUandthc:pk:uure>tltXhcr mind" they never what. on 

:~~:~~~~~~~~~-~~ ~~:· ~g~:;~~~~~~ .::,:::;·, .. ~--~~~-·~~: ~~~=·· 
iJ dcxnbnl. •• ~~ mncor ~ymg t" and fro wnh al.icrnau: 

Jol:u:,.un il ustng ""' in th<: ninth ~""' which he J;"'el ui the ""'''"~-·~··· 
vana, stt:lt;>gcm, onvc:ntion. ingenuny.~ rathc:r than,., ohc: ~le:"'" 
tiun.quickncuoffai>Cy,~oltllough 11 incorpnr.un IUITK<ofthatt<Jn 
thong in common ..U.:. with hi.i mucli.<Joscuucd dclinitwn <If wu in 
C<NVIry •• th<: rombiniog and oaociotivc f>OW.r nf tM im:~gm:mnn. 

abilityt<>achtcV<: th<:diKtwdi"c"nrou.tl!~ pcrceptmn ofJtmJhtudc: on 
Likt the mc:t~phylic.ol poru. Cong•cvc '113d more than enough~ ol 
which he pmdc:d by nul:.ing hU charaacrs intdimtD] gl;od.i.oun. 
mms and br-fet:cbnl. <;O<Ottiu :u ...upon~ both to ~rd and Mrikc 
b.>nk fot oupcriority in duologue th~t frcq...,mly dc:~nrnttc:d mto 
fookryorcpogramm:t ticdcbatc. 

Thi• compla1nt ~bout the: ""crkwlong of "'tt i1, ol ~"'· ""'' ~'""" 
of Johns<Jfl"odioromfort wo.th th<: work ol !he Rcstor.tcion 
MOI"eov<:r, :u Mrs. Thl"illc tdlt ua, for >11 l!io aggreuivencu 
ronvcrAtioo, "nobody I!W ~ IOO(C just aversion to general 

The truth oltl!ioOO...r'•~llo<l io hornc out by the: bet. that he: 
ao >ll<:h, m h11 crouc.ol wroung1. He admtrcs Pope"• R~ of rile 

cJ<quilitc cumplc of ludocrous poetry".'" not primarily :u a 
mn!lngth:IIMIOl.iricalcrniciom m:~yt>oecon>tdcrnl:u useful 

andimpnov .. judgcmc:m",hcuprcs!Ofi..,rmuldoubuabuutthe 

intentions in wrnmg the D"~"'"'·'< Of U.. Attrco of Swoft he 
oppfO'I;lll,cothcrin wntingorinronvcnauo .. ,and w!w.n 
the author ol G,.//oOit-1'1 Tnwil Johnton di>miiSel his argumcntJ w>th 
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~n«.'•. By the: """"' token, h11 commc:nu on the utirial upccu cl Dry­
dal'sworkarequiteUMnthullastic. .. 

There is .omc: justif~C~~tion fnr the view, thc:n, th:it job...,.,'''"" ucue ID 

- ...,,. 1n ~noral •• a mrthod nf mon.l cntim.m, and qwtc openly cruial of 
llnmathar waouKdcnhcraoa vehidc forsuch .. urcorasa platform for the a­

wit, hDwcvcr brilli:lm. In thil."" in many Dlhcr '""peQ$, he: wu :u>· 

reaction nfthcltom:mticcritics to the saurical mode. There,., for 

lhoncnnungs of CongrCYt; Johnson was lw ot:lliOfiol.u and ~ 
orl.omh,ahlwlugh~W<luldluveagrttdwtththemboth 

1 rorc of thc:lr j~mcnt. His whok v>ew of the matter is cpioomi:ted 
fromaOOlhcrcontcxt, in which hcubsef'o'e. that "Litc,.turc i1 a 

!light, which, like rh<: light of thc•un. may .,mcti...., enahlc 

lit.e;butwhowouldwishwex:apt;unpleasingobjccu.by 
him•dftopc:rpctualdarkneul ... 1 
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Cb. V/11, and in W. R. Ka.11. "Jobnson'o Criticiom. of the 
/otsrul oJ E8rJuA L---r HiUOry (March, 1950),1"1'- "·••• ••r:···" •• .::•:-:­
c~nt~ry /""''""'"''·<d.). L OiffMd (N..., Y,..k, 19'19), M'· 
ong :arc a few eumpln. which l ha•c odectcd at rondon-t. ol "' 
th.tf!laroofCM>gn:w: 
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Fit,b.lcdtvplung.:mytclfintotlw.morerotmtoningFiK,oWornon'oArms ... , 
(Loter). Wdl, why do you 1101 '"""~' I'~ dol""' Offn- not"""' lndl; .., 
fortpd I'm caught- lbcte otands my :\1011h, ond thuhc:r my Needle puimo.,, 
(/~ .. / .. IJJ, ii). 

J'.J~•I•~'· We on: !he T,..;ns,.n {i..,, Volontinc: onJ h" brnth<t Ben]. and can. 
no~shinoiD<>n<Spho:n:;whenb.r...,.] m~~Sttot.. (~jtxl.-,lll.i•). 

f""nt~' {lookU>g in th< mirror). I do not ..,._ any Re,·olutioo here; - Me­
tbmksllo•.kwuhaotn:ncall<lb.nignospa:t-~t,a!itllepale-butlhc 
Roooo ollhcoc Cb<cko ~u,, .• be<n 8atha'd many v .. ,..... (/~u/,. IIJ, Jii). 
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