
TWENTY YEARS OF THE 
REVIEW 

THE EDITOR 

JUST twenty yMnl aco a group of men met at luncheon in a 
Ha.lifu I'Ellit.unm~ to eo111sider the project of a ne11r quarterly 

journal for diBeu!lllion and critieivn. The meeting ww a II«JUOI 
W much pc1110nal exehangG of regret thu the Uni~'tf'ri/11 Magoziru 
(on which Dal.housie had eoopl!l'ated with MeOill and Toronto) 
had, a few woob earliltl', ~ publication. How vividly do 
some of ua rooaJJ the warning tb&.t an enterpriw which three 
uni\·enitie. together had beoo unable to mainl&in oould not 
withmuebhopcof&uoe-.beundertakenbyoneofthethree 
alone! But tllo riak, though aeknowledged, WMJ not thought 
to be prohibitive. U wu urgOO in reply that enthiUi&IIDl for 
one'• 011'11 1pecial venture might be m<ml than enough to oom­
Jlo&IUiale for the 11b~enceof &IIIIOOird.&.!, and th(l thought of NoVIIo 
Scotia's traditional leadership in Canadian literature 1100med to 
indicate that opportunity for her talent had oome again. 

Thus WIU! launched Tnll 0ALUOU1111l R.:vn:w, of which the 
pretentllUmberoompletot Volume XX. 

&foremeaa T WTitclieJ~tboalendorVul. l , No. I. "Quite 
a presentable magazine", the &ager Pret.ident of the R~w 
Publt.ilirt{l Compctrtll AIII!UJ"Eod me, in an aeoompanyiltK noto, 
that afl.el'noon in April, 11)21, when my first t'OJIY reiW.'hed me 
from the presal lt waa nut unpresent.ablo, but Volume XX, 
No. 4, plaeed &ide by &ide •'ith i' will at once Buggtlll~ how the 
lhlvn:w has expanded in aca!e, in IIC)()po, in moehanieat pl'()­
duetion,intheoooporati\·eworkofpnb!ieist!Jfromnea.randfar. 

We began in an atmosphere very dift'crent from the J>msent. 
Two yean~ had thoo elapll(!d 1im~c the s.ignature of the "PeAI!O" 
which ha~~ woved t(l have booo no more than an illlOW!Y truce 
between W&nl. The RE\'UlW joined, naturally, 11o'itb other 
magazin011 of 1921 in considering "the aftermath of Vera.illllll". 
l:loposworethenbright,andnoonowantodtoanticipatefailul'(l. 
In our earlier numbers we gave opportunity to thinker•ofviU'iouJ 
typoa for debal.e on proble~ of the Reoon&lnlotion: !ITObleiiiJ 
which now seem romoto, yet hlld in them implioitly the very 
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iS!IUeA of the present. From the first v;e tried to l!erve our 
rea.dors through thi~ medium of intellectual exchange, and at 
leaat we may claim to have furniBhed no meN~ reflection of 
prevailing opinion; we have never been without the spirit o! 
insurgent criticism. What survivor lrom those early years of 
the REVIEW does not rooall how W. E. Maclellan, in his "'Topics 
of the Day", at a time wlmn cnthll!iiasm W&l! so high for two 
pa.rticulnrcau-theLea.gueofNationsandtheNalionu.l 
Homa for Je~uaad to reiwrate his di ... ent, for rea..sous which 
la.tere:s:perienctlhiUimDIItpa.inJ'ullyconftrmed? 

The interll!it of our contributors, however, has always 
included subjoota very difl'erent lrom tb01!6 of international 
strife. Our fi111t number had an article on the poetry of Goorge 
Mereo:lith. another on education for indW!try; the p..-nt 
numberbasapaperofanalytiea.rgumenton the teaching of the 
New 'l'e~~tament about busineM ethics, and one l'ilOOrding the 
roflootions of a Canadi~~on vi~itor in the old :\1a.ssachu;;ett.B home 
of Emerson ~~ond 'J'horeau. Our J)rod~n in journalism ha.d 
an intellootual and spiritual lei~uro denied toW!, but we still 
make room for those who have IWYthing vital to eay on literature 
or art., on public hooltb, on education, on oommeroe. on any 
aspoot ol1100ial order. The RE,"II:W hiUI taken it.s part in the 
estimai-e of great per110nal flgul'ell that have adorned the cultural 
lite of our time: it has been vigilant. too, ILl! is alwaYII tho 
office of a quarterly, in markinKihegrea.teentenarieBatwhich 
thought regarding I!Offie epooh in human J>I'Qgl"eS$ is instructively 
$limulated. Not 11. few of such papers, which first appeared in 
our pagoH. have aince been oollooted and re-issued with duo 
Mlmowledgment as sections of an impOrtant new book; readers 
ofavolnmeolCa.na.dinnpootryoftennotieelhatve~init 
first SAW the light in THJl 0ALHOUII.IK RJlvu:w. Increasingly 
too--a.othepresentnumberiUusl.rat6!l--weha\·eondeavored 
by notic611 of ne"' books to bring to our readen" attention what 
U.be!<tworth their lurther studyintheworldofpublishing. 

Amid the numerouB changi!H which time h11o9 nooossa.rily 
brought. we have tried to keep one p~~ortieula.r pledge of our 
opening "Salutation." We promised to show $peoial intenl!it 
in Maritime Province history. AB I turn over the twenty voluml.lll, 
I note that, in the eighty issu68 of the RP:VIIlW which have 110 
far appeared. approximately eighty-five articles have dealt 
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with .ome upoot of the pllllt of Nova Soot ia, of New Bruns"IVick 
or or Prinee Edward bland. 

Closing now our ho·ontieth year. we acknowledge wilh 
a ppreeiation the aupport which bu borne ou~ our faith that 
thore WIUI room 11.nd even demand for a magazine of thia type. 
l tianeedl-toeetforthindotailhowthedifticultiesu..-ell .. 
thQ opportunities have of late inCI"eiUII!Ii. With .a much more 
that it is imperative to dil!(luu, And on which •re require il­
lumination from many very different qu.&rten, the RcvtE"W" 
bu rumrmously widened the circle of itll contributor~~. lo'rom 
an early date we enlisted notable writen from Great Britain 
and from the United StatE~~~: of late we have included F'rench 
and Italian leaden Qf OJ)inion. Our i1111ue of lMt October had an 
uticle by the most famous of ltali&n ant.i-Fucifit hilstoriana, 
)>)"()fe.m- Gaetano Sa\vemini. for many year~~ profeuor of 
hisMry in the Univel'!lity of Florence, now ,.jJiting profouor 
at Yale and lluvard. The pl'fiii@Dt i.-ne ha.~~ its opening 
article by that highly distinguished J'rench journalist M. 
Andre Geraud (known to the reading world"" "Pertinu"). }o'or 
a forthcoming !Mu11 the~ of two I talian e:ril611 have been 
1100urad: Count Carlo SforM, for yea.ra ~·oreign Minister of 
Italy while the toll.!ititutiooal rfgimestillprevailedtben~,and 
Mr. G. A. &rghMe, the M.i\ao journalist whoae Go/inJII (a study 
of Signor Mu!!liOlini) provided such all!lnutionof the publil!b­
ing season in 1936. On another upee' of French atrairs the 
lhwu:w will shortly publish an article by M&.dame Gcneviove 
Taboui11.. 

'l'he&e are a fe.., of the articles 11'e have in prospll(lt. A1 we 
wcure more publio ~upport, from •ub!Klribers and sdvertisers, 
t he&ervice11'ill beutended aoddoopened. 


