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The Gende Way in Punishmenr 
-in m~mory of Manadol ai-Jamadi' 

T~~~n~.F l~~~~~~A~a:; i~yd=~~: ::li~~:!i~~ 
Algeri a, the British in Kenya, the Bdgi.ans in the Congn. the l'onugue.c 
'" Gutn~·Bi'-S>u, the Israelis tnd:.y in Gua. East jerus:alen1, and the Wc:st 
Bank, USanncd fora'$ a~ now Jc;l)i,ingthat crushmsmil it:~rysuperiorityil 

notenoughtosavcthcmfromh<»t;ogc-t:tlung.ambu•hc:.,~dotlterdeJdly 
:aaauln.Forsoldiersonth~sroundthcoccuponionofl""!i•F.mbccoming 
a desan1 inro hell remini5Utlt of the banality of ~il thn Hannah Am.d1 
speaks about so doquemly.' In the meantime. the chanocreri><iQ of C(llonial 
wan a~ u.uallyarrog:mcc:on the ~toftheoe<:u pien, who bdi......, that they 
bdongtoa•uperior raa(mo~civilizcd, mon:adw.ncul),=«>ntm~pwous 
ofthccoloniud.andsome<im<:Sn:fin:c,madmitth:uthecolonittdan:""""" 

M....Jdal-janudidi<dwlld<Jtrtl"fl"f'i<lwlwuoollodo"l'.l.><;ruan .......... "(ofino 
pnc•ouwiddyu..dby<h<lsndiAtmy).""f'<"d<Jbyhil...n.~wlld>...,.,-'<dbd>n'Hl 

him. 
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hum:ut.' Th11 C(llonial ;.,osc of wperioriry ~11 roo easily kad.. <.>CCUpying 
for«:<. in rhe nam~ of wme higher ucrnl mi"ion ro civiliu:--Jef~nding 
goodogainsrevil,pmr.-ctingeivili>.;~.rion ... anding upfordemocracy--inro 
di>proponiorute U5C of foroe. April 2003 AW F;.lluj~ burning when US 
forca went in woth the: imention (and method) to punish those who lud 
murtkmlandmutilar«lthcbodiefoffourKCUrityguanl.skillcdin:ut~r­

t.d.l~ forces bombordedcivili~n rcsidcnri~l ~.-.:u~nd killed 600 pcopl~. 
induding many children. Jenin (P:.lt:itine) wu aUu the 11~gc for :tnoth.r 
m>.SS>~:rcofinn<>O:flrciviliambytt.:,l..u:odiarmyin2002.1 

lnrhi>oontarofviolena:and«>ttntn·viok:na•hcUSb~r 
nctw(>rkCBSdecidt-d oo bn:alc rhc mc-di:l Pknoe.ln ill P"'1:"'m,60Mnr~<UJ 
ll,on28April,2003,its~thelil'$tphowsr.lphsofth~uvagetn:..t""'n' 
oflr-~<JiprisonersbyUSjaileuinAbuGhnl"bpri><"mwheretherc~rc3200 
dctaino:es, 700 more th:tn iu notmal Ol~ity. Thio is the ume priwn rhar 
rt.:, Commandtt in Otief promiled ro "to demolish, as a fir ring 1ymbol of 
]~"snewbeginnin&-"'"lbesctrophyi~lhodrcdrhcworld. Thc:n:pon 
was proofduttonurc was happening in I""' "T"hc: prog=n was ready at the 
5t:utofApril,butPcntagonpra.surcdclay«<itsbro;u.lcasrforrhrttwe<:ks. 
Thch;,irm:utofrhcUSj.oirnchiefofst<off,~ner.o!RiclurdMyen,pcnon· 

.allyC(Inrxted the Wn anchor man Dan Rarher:utd asked him to postpone 
rhc P"''lr.IITI, arguing th~t 11 would endwger the lives of the troops in the 
"b..nleofF:alluja."ll>er<:w:uofficialprasurcto~C~thtb.--dc:astancdlcd. 

Only when CBS h=d that the journalist Seymour Hcrsh, who works 
for Tht N~w YonUr. was planning ro publi..h f ... h photogr-~t>ho along>ide 
auxu finm .bmning "'l"''u P"'parcd by ~...,raJ Antonio Togubo did 
W nnworlc <kci<k m go ahead woth .be prozr.IITI.' lnotially the n>edia lud 
mmplied wnh US govnnmcm onnructioru ,m,, banned pictu= of dead 
us.,ldicroinl~asirh.adccnsored.ouchpoctu ... on•heb..siotrn.r<hcy 

'("buldR.unufdddid.....,dJ'odmrtth.aorl<>qd"atth........,bt.np."Fot_oo .... 
oubjcco,-Sb>'Qj2.ikk,"AttW~ilooW-'0..1X'<Ib"<onf.-...y!"U.....~f{ 
~(UM>1200Z]. 
'Fotmo«ooth<subj<a . >«F~S.OO.")"dJ*r<q~><q..dqu""nm"kout<."f.<M.,.J. 
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were "not "''Y l"'"'"'ic. "' Fox N<'Ws hon Bill O'Nxilly Did: "By using 
<ILoJC: graphic imaga of rh~ wnu,.,, CBS h.:u given the encmi"" of Amcnt:~ 
apowerfulweo.pon.AndU...r'•disturbinj!:." 

IU early as IX.xmlxt 2002 TIN W.r,J,;,.l"'" hJ11ud ~led tlut 
PfiK>n""'accu....:lofbdon~gtoAl-Qaid;lh:w:lbecnhddin•nhum.:utoon­
ditionsby<h<:USar ~:tirbue inAfgh:anisu.nand ludbccnsubj«ted 
tothemost•pl"'llingt<>t1urc.'Someho.ddicd;uarcsuhofthdrmaltrc•t· 
ment.Oth<:rprisoncrshadbccnJC:ntto5«rt~pti5<.>ntonrh<:idandofOiqo 

G:mia or to 50-(::l]led fr~ndly oounrtia--E£ypt and Jord.n---known for 
inllictingtonur<Oonpru<>l\(i$,Ofcomcicnaornot.Around600priK>ners. 
WOO.: idc:nuriaarcniU unknown, we~KnrmGU>.ndn:tmo Bo.y, ... ~ RQI 
Crouinspectorsattllilldenied;>CCUS:G~UI~clnamou::ued<h<:ttchn•qua 

oubKqucntly extended ro occupied Iraq. An officer in ch;l(~o( the prisoners 
.aid:"lfyoudon'rviolateJOmeone'shunwltighlftomeoftherime,you 
prob;.bly:=n'rdou>syourjob."lnadiiCU5Sionofrherounrcr-tcrrorism 
cemer, J. Cofcr Black, head of th~ OA oountcr·tcrrorism cenrcr, u.id JUC· 
oncdy: "Tbcrc-..r,u a beforc9/\\, and rhcrc w;uan afrer9111. Afrcr9fll. 
rheglovncomc off."'1Thisdimareoflegitimacyand impuniryopcncd the 
waytogcnc,...lbrutaJirya.gain>tl~iprisoncrs.Torturinginagoodt:~uscU 

now a«n as a grim exploit rlut merits souvenir phoros. If only ro rcmind 
those involved U..r ooloniil "'""arc a.lwap immoral. 

Tbc objection to the rcm.arlc made by O'JWUy lia in the urgency 
onebringstobe:uonthcworldweli"'in,aworldwher<:weha"'becometo 
each or her uflics arc to wanton boys, a world where the US S«rctlyscndJ iu 
aptiva to be tonurcd under a policy known as "rendition." a world when: 
the we: of euphemL>tic bngU>.&C ~tAbu Gh .... lb, in Guanr~namo, Fxility 
139l(ls!X'!), and Afghanistan h..\1\' led to moral diKngagcmcm." In this 
ICiupL<io<h<:inKC'!rhnmuotbepcrftcdystill,notthefrog.Afiera.ll.the 
langu.age of evasion increa= <h<: J;k~lihood of cruel behaviour: J am more 
lrkolyrofn::lju"ifiedLnbc-..cinj!:tomtnnemapulpifl kn.owlam~rgu<~bly 
within the bw or ohdtercd by a benign ddiniUon of wh..t I am do•ng. This 
bacq;roundisalsoperlupsrckv:antrothc:followinstetofqucsti<lns:Mu" 
we r<:\1\';t] ounci>U, orwiU our gr~uarW crudry and rmplausibly r:niona.l· 

'1'hc•oboo ..... broO.rnO<IlBAprUI>,1'•miSdicio,an•rnpioyo<of<h<M•rut~Airuah 
Corpon<iorr. (~ndy..w.J),Wo.,....-;clod TJ.ts-J. 11- .,;dr, phor"&'.,..,,of 
do:oo6iouofddiomkA<Iinl""'duolud'-'~loom."'nrp>pU-. 
'O....I'natond&tloooGdlm.ro,"USDtcries""""'MOdttldolnc"""'""'""'·n.. 
w:.....-JV26Doorrnbal002:Al. 
"'liSJJKri«Abwo:•AJ. 
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izcdmeuun,.nnnofJ»inun.....,ilusanyhow?llreweo«ingc:videncefor 
JOme grmesque Raw in human natu~? Could it be that we a~ in the world 
dr:ocribnl in Loni .jr~ Flinwhc~ the protagonist propo1e1 that "the~ are 
nolawsforthepri.<onerofwarwhodoanorbclongtOO!Jruibe.Weando 
wlut """w:antwirh htm ,,, cut hitthro•r, tc.:&rout his hean, throw him on 
tM li~"?" Michd Fouauh, on tMotMt hand, tdls us t!ut the power of the 
tnt>okrntr::al(isalw:aysp~miKdontMotateofexceptionandonits•hility 

to dtspo.l('oflwe life as it kU lit and with impunity." llnd finally, how do 
we oplain tu the wurld that 80 to 90 per Qn< or more of rM deuinftl at 
Abu Ghralb and hundrd.s more: in undiscl<ll<:d priKln amps around the: 
world arc in fan innocent civili.Jns with no signiliant inform•tion of any 
""' to th.. so-all..!. coaliUon? TM ~rd of the dfon to ntionalizc and 
lq;iumateV;trinusdq;m::sofpainandtufkringa.asemialtoamilitary 
ntt<d.o<:unotquiteinbreu:hofhumanbchaviourandinternationall:aw, 
iJquire,quitcdisnubing. 

The"" is another!!:""'' d..ngcrfxingus. We •rc no.,.tJerc near having 
c~at<:daclim.:ucinwhOchthen:mightbcundcnrandingofonea.nothcr. 

Onthecontruy,ttisquueclcartlutweliw:dangerouslyinaclinu.tewhcn: 
official opponunosm, devious e.tphcmism, and cynical ambiguity >«m to 
allowforandevcncocouf2g>Ca:Unncbrutality,:uwitnes.thebctrayalof 
our z,.,,.,, sdvr:a. If thU iQunds too a:t"'"mc tt.:n we n...d only recall how 
ignorant of each other Chriiti>nity and bl:am lu....., choxn to br. Chnt· 
tianity oimp!y cannot imagine Islam ou anything other than a makvokn< 
f:un:uy. lsl:om,whikrc:vcringthcOidTest:uncntpatro:uch••ndprophn•. 
lindJ notion.slikc the Trinity ridteulow. Rnpcctful undmt~nding of cooch 
other may C>"cn M ..M! 10 ha"" rq;resied terribly. :u in <hcAhu Ghr:uO C;t.SC, 

whichnands:uthcmondiminishing.th..m<tStd~ingapcricn«the 
Arab wurld ha.~ publicly witnnscd on a global o:ak. Th.: Jutk contr;t.St 
bctw«nwluthappcnedotthc(in)famousprosunandthc"lt:uodard"way 
pri.on~r1arc.tonurcd inth.:Ar:abworld,:rncveryd:olyO<XUrrcncc,whcther 
it b. under Muba...k. Ben Ali, Mohatnm«d VI, Gadd~. or Assad 11, it 
stnking to..,ythelc:ast.Ovcrandabovcthcdit«l,btut:l.linAictionofp;un 
prcfnr.dbyruthlcs$Ar:ab rukt1.ntO<tofrhcmStill inbouinwwiththe 
fullcomplit:iryofWes<ern govrmmcnu, the US Administration focused on 
I")'Chologicald"Srad:uion.AnditutcadofthcJcCtccypractiudbyS:addam 
Hu...,in and mhcr Arab po•~nr::ates from Morocco to Syri.J, rhc US miliwy 
n:conkd the humiliation they onAict.d. C>"CO induding their own fxcs 
smilinggru.,.,mdy:uthcypa«<<beloindthccontoncd nal<cdbodiesof 



thcpti>Onen:.Wh<:nthcworldawthcnotoriou•photographufadnaincr 
wt:aringablockhood,dcctricwiraanxhnlrohislombtashe••ooo.lona 
boxonaridiculou•(Chrinlike)themicalpuJC.thconction~thatthit 
must be a piece of perfornl3ncran:. Theposition<and~tumaof ~othet 
detainer:~ iugg<:~ta dr.micallt;~.J~ong.~tiiJbfuu viwnt. whichc:annot but call 
tumi..d~"thcatredcnJdry,"Roben~'sphotographs.KefiCI 
from David Lynch movi ... " In this..,n..,, the Ahu Ghnlb c:>.£1', by turning 
intoapublic~c:>.ncbl,wasin>Omcwar-apn<"i"""lln:inanArah"''l'n'c, 
itwouldhavcbccnhush..dup.Naretuh,itmwtbe.kconsuun..dasan 
i~dutrhash«omeasitn:tm..-:atastcoftheobscenteytlu.toountcr­

pointt the public valu .. of personal dignity, democracy, and frttdom. One 
mUS< th..rdOre<ttm<hc"ocn~" which ha in a lwtdwtiuen t>Ote by Oon.:old 
Rumsfdd only two momht before the tcancbl w:u maiM to <he world, 
m., the fO..,r-hour standing ttch111que i1obsole"'"' "Why is sunding limit...! 
tu4 hours!"Thit i• dtcsamc DR. who~ "'«ndy ttW2(cd, as US miliury 
deathsinlraq""""pushingl300,toil3""puthii..,Jon.:ollthelc<tersof 
oondukncc with a machirw: tignatun-", the umc DR who lud c=t..d hit 
.,...nintdligmcc•s<'ncy,thcStn"''licSupportBr:>.nch,dcsign..dtoopcr:>.<e 
without dn=ion and umkr his dir= control, without d>e O>VSishtlaws 
rhat apply to the CIA, employing "notorious figutt:$" who!(' "links ro the US 
go\tinmcnt would be cmbarra.<S~ng if dilclos..d," and who an: behind the 
J~QC"~ia:of"tttraordinaryrendiuon:anopcr:>.<iuntlutkidnapsre.ist.ance 

6gluBS ond flow1 .Mm to countries kt>t>wn ro torture pritoncn, or roKO<:t 
US pri10n1 in "lba.iland, Afgh.onin-an, l'oland. and Roum;mia.'1 A<:cording 
to his rn~pl"f"r. this man"1 grufFatcriot hidc:s a hart.,( gold. ,. lt does not 
:appo.rendyroncccalan•moginotioncop.thlcufhovingonyscnscofwh~t<he 

body of tht Other ontght bC' ttpcriencin~ as M $tond..o stW in thrcuening 
condit;onsunderintt<tog;ltion(wj<horwithoutclothes,wonten'•undcr­
po.nu, tht hood or the dtctrodes). Why only IQ.,, hours~ Why t>Ot ten or 
twdvc,sothatnntunlythebodiesbut.:olsothc>Oulsofthcdctainccth.ove 
their 13irlharc:of torture." is cur to be arcasfic, h.mkr to know h .... doe 
to respond. 

~isanothcr!('nocinwhichthis~ofque~riommoybcrdCY:lllt 

tothcNclcgroundofthcphotogr.tplu:Whatgoesoninthcmind:mdhcan 
of a nw1 who could write tha< t>t>tc! What doa it bode for the fate of na-

~Sb...;lmi.'~TwoO .. du."I .. .M•R.v.n•of!Jwln{3ju"'~):l9 
"I'<><...,..O<Id..oubj<aoltorn~~<.,..s.n!O<dl.LVioon. 7...._ACJMn-(o.fo,.i 
o.bl UP, 2004) lJ-78"' fW'ood>t. 
"Quo«.linMatkllinf\O<."u.l"'"-ln~.•n.,.N,tt.y ..... ~o{~(\8 
Dtootol>u1003):~5. 



1ions ,ru._, IK ocrupiell on~ of11K ""'" powttfulp<>IJ<ions in •h~ world! 
h~Rurn•fddwho"PP.....Mrno"'forrdUiintcrrogauonu:chniqu<l!at 

Guant:lnamo in ~rn~r1002.onlyro..,.,ind !h~m ~'l'"""'u"'frorn 
Navy b.....yetl a mon1h lat~r. In the n>ca•uirne . .,.,.rious modificuionJ •nd 
limi~l"'rmit.lionsforsuchobscu"''""'ics:u"pri<kandcgodown"and 
"..nviromn~n..J man•pubtWn" oontinu~d ro be d~isffl and a1>pro..W by 
ano,],r no kabumant man.AibtnoGonub. who •igncd a m~monlling 
som~ of th~ C.n"'"" Con~ruions "quaint."'"Variuuo ''"'"'from rh~ m~nu 
f:uh~rcd by th~ Sc.:..,ury of J::k{.,nu and ,he, ncwly-o.ppoinrM Attornry 
G~n~r:al a> wdl:u a host of qlio.si-intdl~ouili in riK Brnh Admini,.ntion 
w.:..,W,..., upbyin<uruga.ors m Jr:aqaftcr,],invo.sionofMan;h 2003 
Within d..."")' prison waiL.. riK $>.""&~ go>ol. lhc ~of the muhipkroias 
U...r nul.e up Abu Ghrolb, Rummld"s not~ onvcnu a sort of cosy public 
f.utt:LSy: a MSr·of·ho- pl=u..,of tiKoo:c~ rnllmr the man wJ<hm <h~ad­
ministr:arionwit/.m.M"'P"blicofbr. "Tb..pror:bm:ttion. h~cr.1>rovM 
ironically sclf-undoing. For the rriumpft:olism of the cl:t.im OOt Amcrictn­
i1JI1wasthconlygo>melcftmtown"'fln:tcd,],arrogantbch:rviourofoiK 
~)')'~"',...,]f. which hdl"'d to c"'arc the Nckl:uh oflslamie radii;::!.IQm. In 
shon,oiKdccl.m.tionthataUgrandnamoti>csufbringmg<krnocr.IC)'IO 
the Ar.~h world_, 0\'cr, wu dosdy hound up with rhc l.;.unching of ye-t 

anotlw:ront, which piu Capiul ag:tin$1 Qlo'•"· Or, a• far o.s the I mer goes, 
afundamenulistrnilfctdingofit.llisinthi•scnr.c:thatoncoughttorca<l 
the cynicism of the Wen and ri-b.;htt .. nl (shame) in the Arab world. To do 
50, one must dig out tiK "•hit" of the world and oonfrom its m.aJod<>rous 

"The, .,n~norncoon of evil deeds." Hannah An:ndt wrm~. 

"""""<t<d""'J'P"b<oak,wh.docou41r>ucb<<r><...tiDonYp>no<ul...rll)'uf 
~paoboiop-OJ~a>rmaiononthtdoxr.whoooonl~prnonol 

dll!i"";""....,'l'<'h.j»o:t~~·t-.-. ......... ht 
olt..t.-..m.oo......., ..... h<t ................... <~< ...... i<:.'' 

Arendt goes on to acknowkdg~ 1h~ ~r'• managtri..J takntJ, h11 bu=u· 
cr:uiccunnong,andhowhti•n~erme"'lyacoginatnachint.hist~ 

"tm:alabscnuofthinking"thatooapp:~llcdhtr. lnt.h~lightofthisSWttt 

Ab<illionodr<x>nurua;ooJ<h<mo><bicl<inoduoGoru.al<>bokh"'ob<WundonM>rlo 
o... ...... T,_ • ..Jr ... m .. A...., ..... Ah (;hM;J.. .,,Jm.w.,. r...,...(s...Yoo~<o r..:ew 
Yorlc~ofllo<:h:IO(Io()S4--7'1. 
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riokna, l imcnd ro rod, mo"' dttply and wnh ntWqa, ,J.., humiltarion 
at Abu Ghnoi'b pri10n where <orm"' W'all nm burt::~ucnti.c n<ionaliry in a 
rynchronic,Wd>trian.ltructun]..,n.~e,bmacnzy:ass>.uhonour..,n.ooand 

..,ntibiLry, d<:«ncyand inrdlca. Th~ u:chnicalapolhrosisofthf, borhar­
ianl(......,)uvcyt<to<ktermi~whoisandisnO<b.>rbarianinohtiOSC),ohc 

lftribk nurch of mechanizffl orang•t.uans, armtd wi<h all th~ <echnology 
of<hf,IW<11ry-flrsta:nmf'J"-"Il.hatmearumOtt<hanath""''rncdand 
trrrori>e:d world """"'' m rc:t.li«. For at Abu Ghr:Ub, oh~ Wntcrn mind. 
OIIOil"'varta<ionthc,.,f--c:tporula<tdomofwnknn.s.ou<ofslot.h,out 
ofapaohy,outofbc:kofim>f!ina<ion.ltisourcuk<oesuhlish<J..,rosonl 
for <hisapirul:uion. lnd=l. If worrlf--hu<><imUof millionJ in our ooura::s 
for tlu: lnq W11-stilllc:ovc us shoclcM, photognph• (on~ ""P doocr to 
rtaliry,itiss:aid)leavcuspoert..lpsmorcd;sgm•M"ill.Titc:ymaynotgivc 
us a brnu un<krs1anding of the hi.norical c:vcn•, bu< ra<hrr "'mind us how 
thr world hu b«n ordered sin« 1hrn. Of coutl<', we netd 10 ask ilie AJDC 

.om of quesci011 of pho1ogr:aphs that ..., ask of o1hcr .our<:a: Who made 
them and for wha1 pu.-posc! Wiili what n:stnin<J and und,r wh,, inllucliCt:$. 
culrora.l and mattri.alwtrc they made! Wha< is their provcnana:; what= 
they of. what c:;unc nu< and what came before; wtut do tl>cy me:o.n! But 
allofthisisvcrymuchmo.,diflicuhwithrcspccttophotngraplulw:o;::mM' 
thcyare.olondy:.oisobttdinflmc(theorfantoulttOn-rcmponliry.<hcir 
insanunciry);IOdctachcdinSJ*C,Cuto!TfTomwh:uishd!indorinfmnt 
ortothcsidc;IOdivorudffOmconvcrsation;.o<kpcndcntonthf,cyc,thc 
<edlnicalikillsandrhctoobofthoocioconrrolandindccdof<hcirg=. 

AI Abu Ghnlb, 1hc piaura are lwruwtns-th~l goo widtou< ""Y' 
in g. l1!C men in 1h~ir n~kcdnCMIIiU piss.ing t.hcnud- in f= :u if in a 
horrible limonal mommt between life and <he gnvc. Tnnsmiut<\ o""r t.hc 
lntnnct,thc dogiW pho!ogr.t.phs !Tom Abu Ghnlb made the public cringe 
while jolting tJ.., intcmation~l perception of tOtnl.,, Tbc:y aloo ilgnalkd ~ 
..a change in the rcprncnmion of war through im~mak.ing 1cchnology 
inlhatihcirnislcna:h:uberomciconic,rolrandfuroome~hingoutsidc 

thrm..,]vcs. f"Or in addition lo tradition~] mn\0.. ~· 10eicty is now 
apablcof ....,;ng 1hc lnq :wauh through 1hceycs ofrhc men who plaoncd 
and a«u<.d tilt innii<Jn on cold blood-P.oul Wolfuwi17. Donald Rums­
fdd, and Dick Cht:n..y. This ise1pn:ially pcnin~m in th.t: US ~fttr Scp!an­
bo-ll,a:~ithasberomchudtowritcthchistoryofn:ccnrrimCJ.andstiU 
lwtkr <o wri<c .M hO..ory of .hcconunutng J>"'""nt. The moral obsccniry 
th.t was w~ on New York and Waslungton ushered in a <KW world of 
muimum dam;age, • world whc"' fanr:uy cavorts wiili ohcll=l, ~nd dc.tth 
li thr masagc, a world when: tJ.., known and '""unknown overlap and at 
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tirncsimcrsect,thercforcrcrnindingusofl.aan'snotionof~tMmt~'/'lvnir.'• 

lndiYidious commentary about !he twO h.u mode it popubr wisdom thot 
they are oonncctcd. For whn can forget <h~ Dcp;onrncm of ()efencc news 
bnding in Fd>ruary 2003, wt.en IJorWd Rumsfdd pondered !he rdation­
'hip bnv.=n rhe two: "There arc known known•." he ponti fic:ucd. 

l,.....,.m<np .... ~-know.W<alook,_.<b,...,.,.kn"'""u"know'"' 
1biooo50)1,..knowlhn<IO<....,..<hinp"".ID""'know;Jiu,<hcrc.,. -.. ~...._.. .. ~m.-- .... ··"--<loni"-.' 

Whltthcoddwion.uyJt:CretaJYforgorroodd,....,hc:crucialfounhformuh: 
the "unknown knowns," things we do not know thar we know, which is 
prccisdy !he Fm.~dian unconscious, the "knowledge which doesn't know 
iuclra, Lacan would have: it." Rumsfdd thought the maind:ln(!C"' in the 
confrontation wich Iraq~ the "unknown unknowno," the thmou from 
Sad.:l.mHuueinthathadnotb«nfo<C$Cen.Theclaimmaybcalcgitintate 
orn::,b..tinappro\lingthc:uscofspccialinterrogationt«hniquesinAbu 
Ghrii'b,hcrefusedtodisclosc,publiclyorrotheSen:.otc,wluttheappro•'C<I 
opecial techniqu..s ~re; dut much is known. We also know that the inter­
rogation• have: hod wme tr.ogicconsequcnoes. The Army has admitted rha1 
a<le::utthirty-nincprioone,.inlraqdicdwhilcbcingq~te~tioncd.>' 

~<mp~llnnrlu<emcrgcsisofa~rnnwork,anillU<cdbyvague 

SCr.IJ" of a mili<at<SI: i<kology and a monsuow punidung machirn::, ,)u, 
rq.onnl<noncderangrdtopmanwi<hlinleoruoscruplcsabmuengoging 
in:<hadymnhc..h<owinanillcsalwarand •ubducaproplcatanyCO<<. 

'AA•*~"•~ • ...... dworpnnin"''N<Wm...to<-n~inO<>nl< 
un....,ol ... y.!lolbcin'o'lbt:~"conWnsil'.mouo~Fortac.o.., 
"-"n,"-"n,thct ...... hooibro.da-ond--ophoria!Jipur..:.,.,.,, ... dwo.ci 
!'<f'PK'i"'dwin«t<>t>him"'""""'""'"'ci"'titu<l.dwoofapati>lorim<>tioft.>n<l""'r 
h<inMW.dbyoh<objorar..Jo..dw><hcCJbo.n.... Th<by.J.m...fOt U<:inio<hcolultaf 

~""""""'" ........ oom«lomstlwhodl>fK<...,m.d«>bt""tdy'P"""'~~ 
of<hcoub;<a'o>~o..,.rto<puiooOOdo:ttly....,.j,..!..,btitot!f•so.l,«r.~•""""<tW>J 
oabi<a""".-.,thcM.:~»•IJownob)«t.lluo;.thc........,.,....,.Ro>);if"''"' 
intotbe"R.eaJ:F.,.op<t><tiOn"'onoly>iocith<,..bjoc<,JK)><qua!...ao:on,lmlt(l'><io: 
s...il, 1966l4}-.S6oSI.o'IOj ?Ad<.l.M..r~A·I....-,_ .. JM.-Uu .. ......,. 
r.,..JMC..b,.(Comh<i<IF-MITI'ttu..I'.I'Jl)dl'!"-3...d~inp>rt><ul" 
"Asuporbvitwofthc..w.ti<Mi<plq<dbyDonold!W....tdd;.,<hc...,inlnq;.btiOund 
~~~-~lb.-ft/UF..,}1wu-IJS..,of"--iA--C..,_,W,. 
I'N<wVorlc R<pay,200-4). Th<ttnil<....,.i<>mull. Sec.OOMuk O.oo.r~ "AbuGhr;ao'b: 
n. HiddmSt:O<J.' 1l.!WOJIYri&-o(IJ.Ja00aoloo..l004), 44---50 
"!iipl>wod l'rrl>d. C..~ ll'o<lh•fS<poM Frt.J(I..,..OO.o: H"!;>nh P-. 19H) 832. 
"Secl)amo.,,"Abo.GhnJb: l 'h< HOI.l.aSuxy"4}. 



"Animal Hou.e on the night •hili" u James Schlcsinge-r d~tly put it. 
This alone would be p>d moon for undcnr.lndmg how the Abu Ghr.t'ib 
sc;tndalshows where the real dangen arc: in tit.: "unknown knowns," the 
dis:ovowcdbcl;..li,luppositiOflsandob.cencpraaiccswc:prctcndnocto 
know about, although they form the: Aip•idcof public monlity. 11 Nowhcre 
1w the volatility of thi• process been more apparent than in the ocrwdipirous 
ponmodcrn w:ay, all in lngmcnts with an cc:Oc cohc1Cr>Ct:, of exhibiting 
on April 30. 20041urid snapshots of naked lr.~~~i p•iJoncn being abused 
and/or tOrtUred {W<: h~VCyt'ttO be cJearon this) "jui! for !he fun of it" by 
American admin.nrators oirhc priJon. images :appvcnrly 10 unambiguow 
th:n the: wpremc comnu.ndcr hinudf admntcd ro ~nJing them Jisgracc­
fui."'Thc irony i•that bcfpre rhc photogr:>.phs came out it had been almost 
imp<>Aiblc to lin.d in the US images of dod or suffe-ring lraqt pritoncn, 
wbo""""' ...n '"writhe on their bellies, ur~natc on thcmJdvn ""'of fear 
ofd.ogsandd<>ghandlers,otandonboxcsforlongpcri<.><lsoftimcwhik 
od.crs~dt:.incdmtheAO<>fforhours,alm~e;drpnvcd.,fs.kq>forup 

to~ty-twOhoursandfoi'07d.intoltreufulpositiQnoforupmfOrty-live 

minutes.~ These photograph. :ue pornographic in a""!}' spccili.c fOrm in 
dwthqtratkontheuncorucioll.lauociauonoft.,nun:,..,.anddeath. 

One doa not h.:a"" ro ;oco:,pt l'n:ud's vistotl of the mob, bur<knnlu 
it is with all the I!Ctmtypes ofbourgcoi.< k.t.r. to notiu that he hu dnwn 
a~ncfromp<::<V~:ntontotruth.Civiliz:t.UonlJunjll.lr;ourJnOitV"CMnncd 

ooci:llinstttuuonsan:cvil;byw:ayQfpointingthclingeratthcmdividual 
who dugr.oas us. sinu wc: are all of us pcrvem in our d=ms. " How we: 
~fallen" or "This is nOI' the Amui<:a I know." ro cin: 1he commandc.­
m<hicf, ;, • cbtm a< once 1implistic and hypocritical in toW u the Bu•h 
Admtntltration mqt/w cpmmdi rCJenlbleo th31 of a corrupt monopoly 
{p.lhlidyowncd but priv;udy nun.p), mu.th ofiudomesric and foreign 
policya.nbcundmrood in terrnsofthchiddcn and th~n:fo..,unknown 
surdwge.lnthisrontctt,oncmay~ndconsol.ationinFrtud'•"ThcDi<~l­

lwionmentofthcWu,"whidtrcachcsll.lth.:atin"rea[ii)',OUtfdlowci<iJ.cns 
h:ovcnotJunk~tolow,..~k.t.rnl.bcc>uS<:thcyhadnC""'rnS<:na>htgh 

uwrbclicvcd.""ThisisnO<,finally.anarcil-si!ticlamcnrbmagrucoom~ 

nality ~ musr face up to no mancr how ~infulthc ourcomc JJ. Other 

•S~...;t.ip....boa<buki .. ponnoitlliwh..h<c.lls'Am<riaft.WS'Ili""""" 
S« .... 'll«w=Two0ro<lu'19 
~Qimo«<ilo 0...0<1', 'AbuGhroit>:Th<HiddMS."'f'46 
"S..~'t.-'l9-S2. 
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pictura: c:apcuu events th~c che reoc of the world has become ..::auromtd 
eo: equi.,.,.krJu of the famous Voem~m phoco of a girl running IC=ming 
fromanap:.olmm...::kch:uischoughttoh.>V<:donesumuchtoaffoctthe 
hems and minds of American< during the war. The parsimonious .... of a 
fcwimagcsofthchorrorofs.hrivdlNcorp>CS.boi!ingandcongcalcdblood, 
anewunderworldofbloatNntsandflic:s,andofthemannerofdcachiudf 
continucstokgllimatc:onunlawfulcnv.uionofaroveuigncoumrybyan 
o~rburdentdPresidentwhonotonlyhighjack..dthe2000electionand 

forced hi• w:~y inco the White Hou"' but who aloo ran (and won!) the 2004 
dection on a plufonn of aim:miil nepcion and a connection ~n 
Osama Bin Laden and S..ddam Hussein chat ~n he, when pressed, h:u 
sincc:hadtodiscbim. 11 ~rriWhaswriucnpcrcepciv.:lyoftiN:dcgn:cto 
which "dq" an already "w"--traincd by us, ofu.n p=iouslywpporttd by 
..........., th.atU.canxkofthc:Otherisalsooignilicandyan anxk byt/u, Sdf, 
anlf!IV=ionrhaccanMJ«nascommgfrom"thcm"onlybyapolitical 
rhc!Oriceonumucdtoimp!Ob.:.hlcabJolutcs.Thcpictura:ofthcprisoncll 
at Abu Ghn.i1o, which mingle "them" and "w" in unp<tdicttd and 1wiling 
ways. arc W"Orth more than a thowand word•. but words mwt accompany 
chcm. If this it ind=:l the lOCiny of the tpc:cudc (thmk ofJanct Jack.<on's 
orn;urw:ntn! nipple and how it wu digitally dfacctl in Jubscq...,m news 
broodcasuon1Fd.ruary2004,aft..,-;,.,nir.ialapmuuduringthcSupcr 
Bowl. it$ p<imal sa:nc, JO tolpeai<)•tben mercaposuuto mouand mote 
im~gesof rortutc will not oficsclf g>~>.r.tiWIC any meaningfUl rymp:.othywith 
and for chc Other, who can never ust. Alw;~.ys impelled co further misrcprc· 
SWII!ion,hc:isdegr:odtd,de-Wiitizcd,andannuUN.Acasc:inpc:Hn!iJU.c 
phg:h1 of the: victims of tOrtUI(: at GU<Int<iru.mo priJOn who arc: dcmed the 
mostbui<:fundamentolprotec<ionsthatguar.ntecaUofusourhumo.nity. " 
lnthcAbuGhr.tThca.c.th.ephol<>-documcncaryl:ukisnotancndiniudf. 
but it is a beginning. Wcwilln<:V<:rltnowwhcthcrwcarcal~ynumb,or 
ncN to numb ouroclveo. bd'orc images of tortuu, durcso, :ond dcach unlCSI 

~ 1-..lt . ................ -ooodd: "ACJJSI,...,., to.-.r._,pollukrn iaM.,.:!OOJ(i.c., 
IWfti<}'III<MKhoJi<roh<~flid,.WorldTrodtC.O.«and""''_..,Ji«ob."' ... 
..;nflilraq)di..,..rrd3&1•"''""'"'m......,.,....... .. ..ru~nc•or<pn!C'...,..,.w.a..w. 
.. , ... ~<im>l< .-oi<ktu ol .... URi!rdSw•~ o6ndingth>< O<roUDU fOr •"""'-d.o>IJ 
rh.o ranw<"' <hioMinom<lo.W.Mlll~." S...: ILio "Sor-v.,...,· IU'I"'iM..,_ 
~:101.14),7 

.. ~ ....... .,... .. m...."'us~""dc."',.._Jp;a ..... Js.ddom.H._ ..... 
dumofrom<bei'Ooo>i<,.,wdJOI<h<l<g>loubm.-old ..... oofhio"""'"li<u'""'"" 
duri"'hi>6111oppeoron«incoun. 
"Mid>ari R.c,..ill>d Elm !toy, , __ .. _ Wlwth<IJWJSJ-JJK_O,.,.._ 
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~JCC tMm in broad daylight. To speak of Hollywood in rdatoon <o images 
of tM &I long tow~n.IOr aampk, is in an oiMous way wtdos, and yct it 
does not -m tmpcwobk ,lu,, such a connoo:ion dlould lu~ .hapro the 
F..nwir$ of tcrroriJu abk to malignly conju"' up the cm(rgtncy number 
{ni~nc-one)withth,annivo:nal)'ofAllendcJ:us;w.m:uooninl973,thc 
USinvaJionofHondu~inl9l9,ofthcbcginningoftf,B.,1lshMand:ne 
in Palestine in 1922, and of the debt of the Ottomans k~Q.., the g>tcs of 
Vienna in 1663.• 

ltisthc"m.noform~tiveapcricncc."throughthepainoftheprisoncn 
:rndthcccst.uyofthcortorw..,rsthat..,ndcnpcrtincmthcin.:•gcsofnak~ 
Iraqi men pi!~ up in human pynmids. The trouble bcg•n when the pho­
togr:o.phs we"' poxclatcd in """Ntw IOrk Timi"Jand on new~ btWda.sts, so 
dutbunocks.gtniuls,:rndothcrbodyp:aruwcn:IOgni.Sudtimer..:ntionJ 
ironial!yindtc:atctlut the light ofthce>:.posai body can auK~ mo"' 
offi:ncctlun<hcrevd.ttionoftortu"'-J'Still,thm:iJmo...,tluncnoughto 
-. '.l'orx. ~cannot know what kinds of pictui"CI we lu>T not se.n. what 
IOIIU~we"' not photogr>.pbcd.. llut liOmcofthc p>rtiCip>nts we"' young 
W<lmtn prod!KCll '"own !hock elroo:, intnjccting the atmosphc..,of a fr.u 
panyintoaSadcanorgyofviolene<candab;c..aion.ThisiJwhatFouc:mh 
ironia.llytcrm<:dthc"gentk ..... yinpunishmcnt.""cxccp•tlutpunishment 
inthisaxiJhcldinat..,mblmgbalmccofd.uli•m,to-ingandfro-ing 
bnw.,n thcduknessdignorancc:rndillumtnationofvision.ltisdtct.:ucd 
by the grim cvtntl of an unjust wor, which, like Kafka's pcnalscnlcmcm, 
bl urthcdistincoionbe""""nthcobscrvcrbcingbothp..,d;,toryexplo...,r 
andinnoantwitness,voyn~r:rndvictim,opprcuorandopprei>Cd .... Even 
10, dioc"'tion iJ the rule in news joumali•m. This;, bcca.uK the serving up 
ofthcv~~tWlyhorrifio..-blood,go...,,mutilationandhumililltion-iJ<hc 
wkofthecmmainmcm indwtry, not the news media. In =lity, however, 
tabot.abo<llthebodyoraboutthedadborhbclongtothat~tcd 
doowndcsignncdas~logiallyddintd:>~wiutU,or.hould 

"S.."Hupn'olllda:~lM"J«1"'~200>1); 11 
~n....;o..,ncdlm<orprnmtmodri,-And.ony~;n"M.Ui"CT""un:l<pi."7:W 
twllo·U ....... .,....,..mJWy.zoot~12-1•. 
•o-.,.tJ,. ... oJp,,..,J,J04-.Ill'oocouJ.d;,.ingui""'bet"'""..-luoi><cNI>tho"body 
ofd.tcooJm.ncd"andth<"•p«t.odtoflh<ouffiold"nnthc-on<hondol>d"&<•'rr.oliud 
~""'"""""''....J"tlw:s<nU.. ..... rinpuniohm<nt"Qnthcooh« 
"l•~clno<<howottl><cndolfotiKt'.u/Sm/..,,""'·m.lcmp<i<><tiJochi<vt-dthroush 
okin<lofin .. rrtdjUfliuinth<o..-fu!...,;.;idoofm.olfiwwlw>ouccumho•u•h<hoo<if>c. 
................... nuliunaioftofhUmodlin<.S...F<>n>.Kalh./o,.._/'r...JSml._.~ 
r•at~SNrr,._Woft..,.om.U....Km<<andEitltneWdhm(I'WYO<k,So:d<t....t 
"""""""197J)~s-Q. 



be, off-.cone. The fetish, fur fmtd, is th.t which plugs an intolerable gap; 
and cxpming our tcxu~l paru has i~>elf now become the grc;o~t kti>h of 
aii.Foralliucami'o';l]~uccavoningi.bodytalkisthwourbtcubrandof 
rq>rcuion; :md dw: posunodem cult of plcarure, n<>f last in 1U Arncrian 
vamnu.i•a.,rysolemn.high-mnedaffair.lfrhrlibidinalbodyis•n, 
rhclabouringbodyisf~l. Thcrcaremuul>ted bodoagalore, belonging 
as dqdo ro a bit of .he globe bqond the purview ofth.e world. In Ab.. 
Ghrai"b. thc•hiftisonefromthebody:urel:otiontod,.,bodyasobjcct.h 
isalsodw:lhiftfromMerlau-PontytoFot.cauh.l'orthcformcr,thcbody 
is"whcrctlu.reiswmerhingtolxdonc";fordw:lancr,dw:body is"'-hcre 
oomcrhing-pung, imprinung, regimenting, tonuring-is being done to 
l"""· f-or l.acan, dw:bodymiculates ittclfin Wgmonly to find ittclfbcu-.~ 
by them. >< The rncrvi•" AW no real diHincrion bcrwcrn the human body 
:md a ban211a. &nh, after all, are m>terial objc<:u, 6ccpt, th:.t is. in thi~ 
comat,oncncrdsalanguap:,.iUch...duwcap<urewhatdiffcrcmi..testh.e 
hum211 body from rhe rhingo around ir. Fcrhi Bcnsl:oma makn rbc poinr I 
am trying ro cxplaon wnh admirable aamy. ~At the same time, there io no 
hnitaUon in procbiming the dotruction of dw: CSKncc of dw: OrM. in 
wanting to uke it away from him and from hi.< own hununny and thereby 
reduo:thim<oa.dtinne'dcarass.".,ltisinthisxn"'that thcl raqipriron­
ct"S' bodies....,,.., reduced ro jam jus and d:~.Jtic: bands. In d.., pi"OCQJ. U..,. 
~toppcdbcingcrativ.:.Andlxc.utcthcycouldnorbeob)«rificd,thcrew:u 

no question of relationship k<w«n them and their <onu<cn. The I)'Jtcm 
whichlayltlu.mopentotormcntandl;>o;;crationi>alrothcgroundsforal] 
possible b<calcdown of communication. The truth does not l;c som~hcrc 

in k<w«n, but in .he imf"l"'ible tension lxt-o.-«n "ul and "!hem: in the 
pho!ograph.~rticu!.>cingthcmsdves in sigruonlyco find tkmtclvubcm~ 
by them ... 

Humiliation is~ central component of tonurc. In Abu Ghraob, the 
humiliauon is rargcred ddibcratdy at the bl~mic ~nsc of dca:ncy. saual 
drcorumandpridc.Bchind•hchumiliauonloesacard"u!lythought·out 
polocyofpsy<:hicabwc."Thcpul"f'O"'Ofallcocn:ivct~niquciswondw:c 

"M.aounM«inu·l'onry.PI,nt.-..Juoflt><f1"'•·•,..,.,.CulirtSmidt(l.ondoo:T.,-. 
lotalldF..-,l0021clup.2irtJW<W;uhr;Fo<>ault.n.n,Js..,•.Jh•mhll-4<111'ntr 
llroolu.. l1NI} W...t. Oo\pn •fDn•" '" M*'«• N.,.,.,;,.. (C>mbcids<c H>tnrd UP. 19931 
2~l6.1'of• ....... d«bt•oua""'<idt<body.-Gdlcoo.i=<,L1!.JI,nu., •• , 
""'"""""'""'""inui9~19U(PuiJ:Mirt.U,1002)4~7 

"Ffthi8<mlama.U~4r*'"',..Jrr7J..,(""""t.,l'oino.21X1'1)9J 
"Tmyf.aclnon./'"tp,..of~JUJnu:cn.;..,J&.;,. .. FiJh, . .,.......ldrt...JO<IJ.,(t-o 
do..IN..'I'odt:\mo.lOOJ)ll'J·36. 



Tii1Gtr<naW~tlt<Pllt<IIHM~"' • 179 

psychologinl"'&=<ion .... Rq;n::uionisbuicallyalouofautonomy."The 
manual (/J.,,_, &.il11trr b:p/4.tlltlll11 T""'"'"l "'""""/, producal by tiK 
CIA !Or Hondu""" in 198J) iun upoUted ...,nion oftiK Kt~IHtrldA""'"'"' 
t(O<t("rt{ll/n'J"Jtati~nMulluttlofl963,accordingtowhichsuchrq;n::uion 

lwrobo:traumaticallyinduccd: 

n..,.,...,;,.....l ... af..,,r,,.,,w.., ...... ;.,,.~o;r>dof~rloodo 
orpa...,..i•. hionu...Jby•n•wno•ic:or<Ub-lr>llm><M:npttin><o:whidl 
~.,;,~.<ht...,.Jd<horilfamlli.ar<o<h<.,bjoct•wdl01hioi""'" 
ofb.imod(,..;thdlduo.......W, ... Aodlio-.eno<h<.,.,oaitr..-oprnoo 
.._.oon,&rlil.xli<ron«>mpp,-.1' 

Thil is almm• axdytho IICC'nario laid ou< by •IK psychoanalyst Christopher 
Bollasin "TIKS.ruaurcofEvil,"whichd<:SCrilxstr.,"psychicdeath"or 
"radialinfan<ilizarion"th.atthtotr<alkill01'impoaaonhisviaim: 

w.md .. u>oolmllipo<of•rw•.,d<htm..Jn ..... r...,...Jbyoudden<k,...n•i.> 
ofoh<ml.<hc..;a;.,nprnma:. ... ..,nibilar:i<>nafodulr:p<nanoli<youucturn 
....d;.........,...._.ccn...,kir>dofinbmdtpooihon,J><*lbly~ 
"""''-....,rnaiod(OIO<ht........,of~«d.....W....." 

' Incarcerated m:odnors" will do nkdy for Abu Ghraib. Crucial in both 
ata iJ tha< tiK subj«<lobj«t iJ made <o ~ 10 a 11a1e of childlike 
dcpmdoncy, a< .ho Ame <imo IO$<ng all U.o n:f.,rona poin~ du.t would 
allow him 10 find himself cvcn in 1his rq;n:w:d, .n&milc world. The key, 
u d.o CIA manual puu it, is "loss of amonomy." Far from raising the 
......tdmhn~ISofcivlllution,<IKruling~nofU..:e:~rlypar<oftiK 

newanmry....,moobo:spcndingalornfoncrgylryingoomm not only 
<h..ircinzc:n•buralso<hc~r><>--a.llo:dcn~miesinrochild,.,n.SoltisrhaJthc 

drnm of f.....dom can quickly oour 10 nightman:, :u rh~ ddi.ant ~~ of 
1hr modern (" I uko value from myxlf alnn~·) dwondlcs ro a cry of anguiJh 
("I am 10 lonely in m;, univcrso!"). On thilsoon:, the paradoK offffi!dom 
i1 dw it ~rs you fron• the wmld in which you P"'ctice it. Once ap1n, 
sdf-reai.W.rion involva sdf-cscrangcmcnt. Tl~ prkc of hbc:tty ;, ncrnal 
dm:ption,whichwu:ICitdupona~raficrf'n:sidc:nt8ushitriurnplunt 
lttUt aboard the USS Ab,...ham Lincoln (May 2003) unckr tiK b.:lnner 
"Mi.sionAccomplisho:d!"lnApril2004,!obcp<e<:ise,thcp•cturcsoflor­
Nn: ....-:n: n:leascd inco our now, our I'"'"""'· Conforming to what Rllland 

~ Urun! !110dl~ Acto.cy. K•lurlt C.••~>'l•t#htt"" l•"""f"'"" M••ul (l\16], 
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B:mh .. descri~asth~spcciliciryofphotographicimo.gery,i~<evidcn"" 

ofrhc~ntorobjo:cr"having-bc:cn-thcre." itwould5eemt.lmthc"'""' 
inn:mceswhen photography, like a lightening bolt, i\\urninat .. pmand 

prc5ent, mili< vivid and unfo~ttable what might othcrwi5e be man;>g<:d 
ordomc:uic:ucd." Hadthc..,bc:cnnopi<tu"",iti<unlikdythatthetorturc 
of Iraqi< would have .,.·er come m light. Su.an Somag may be wrong when 

>h<:Spc:iksabouttl><narrativcpovcrryofrhephotogr>phicimagcinthat 
wi1hout the photographic evidcn.,, the Abu Ghrai"b ca5e would not havt: 
bc:cndi<eovcr.-dinthc6ntpl.., ... ltisthankstothee>mcr>lcn•thatan 

imageoftheundcrworldinlraqundcracrudoccupationv."''m,primcd, 
transmittcd,broado.n,andreproduccd. 

lnth<:upihot,unlmwchavctlocoourag<:mS!andupandthinkfor 
ounelves. there will be no limiu lO the folly of m<:n, as witn<:ss tk "bitch 
in the box· : a normal procedure the US Army u5ewh<:n th<:yw:mt to soften 
upaprisoner.Thepr>cticcoonsisuofstuffingthcd<:uin..,inthcrrunkof 
a bl:u:lc Mcrccdcs for a while and driving him around. One can im:ogine 
how inhuman the swntbox in Iraq, in AuguSl, when the temperature hi1< 
120degrec:smu.<tbc.Orthc50/l0to:chniquc,whichisbmughtimop\ay 

to break down EPWs (enemy prisoners of war) and make it c:uicr for the 
HET (human exploitation teanlS) to get information from them. The 
50/\0tcchniqucisafavourilc:it5aimisl0makethcdctaine<:<srandfor 
fifty minuta of the hour for1<:n hourswid1 a hoodovt:r their hnds in the 
hcat." Addtothisorgyoftorrn<:nt,thedeathofmorethan250.000\raqi 
civilian•inapf"'llingconditions,thcruhurcofroutinebc:..tings.>t:uvation, 
killingsandtorturcofthemostgrotcsquckind..;thel,SOO.OOO,OOObuUets 
the US military had purcluscd for""' in the coming )'I'M. which repr=m 
roughly58bullctsfor~:>·crylraqiadultandchild.P<:<hapsth<:ll00bod.in 

"Pilllarul&rti=.Gt'"'"'~' /Vfo<"•"'•"!'h.._,lry.tr.tn>.W>niH..,...,<\l(Nco­
YQti.:Hilla<Wang.l981)22 24. 
•s..un So"l>il· &t;•"'"''h.t Po'" ofOtb"' (New Y<>rk: Pkodor. 2003) 9-1-99. 
"()oh<ttecltniqu<s;,d...J.th"""-ingfoodiJlth<toiktaodonkrinspti><><><niOC'l<it,fo.ci"'l 
<kuinmtoh..tklikt<IOS'whii<MPS'f'ilandurilwconth<m.>Odomiziztgprioon<nwith 
pol>:.:"Ocluwhik f.,,ulcMP,,..,do.Onc<l<uin<.w.oocruallyoodomi><dwithab"""" 
byafcmai<>Oidi<:r."andin~onabuxwithabooJonthcdcu.il>«'!hndwhilc>imulm<l 

d<acic:dwin:oorcort>o:ll«<tohi,hand>OJodpcni<:fu«i>ogpro""""'om,.,wh:J.t<wb3< 
phoooyaphs ace t.krn. «m:ring tkuinw wioh fa«<> and in«rting lwww in their anusn: 
ouippingth<mofthcirdothcsandfu.rcing<h<mto"'"""'m...,·oun<l<rwuco"'h';'h<>do. 



that wno:bmu~lu ro rhc Baghdad morgu~ in on~ monrh Qu....,200~). m~ny 
with hand• bound and • bullcr in rhc h~~d. roo di.digurM 10 b.: id~nrifiW. 
are a ~ndund opm ackJ.o,...kdgm~m or a war rha< clan, noc 1prak iu n~m~ 
a wo1 rlu.r iscosring rhrAm~riC2Jl ru·p•yC't $\95 million a my and rhar 
th<: am h:&d al=dyuat'dffl by S50 billion US <:rptnset in all or World 
~ 1."' lmnyorimnors, $195 million would pmvi<k twd"' meo.k a .Uy 
l"or~trarvingchildoneotth. 

Jrthissoundstoootrcm(,......,th(nouglurorcmlndot~rx-lvaorrh. 

carRaK" thattookplxr: in Fallujah whc~ihc US lud ~mployfflwt.ir~ pho.­
phorow munitions, an inccnd~ry device, known among soldiert:r.< "Willic 
Pttc" or ".tukeand bake," which is bannM as a """pan by ohc:Con"'ntion 
on Convc:nuon;<l Wc;~.pon•. Similar 10 napalm, it lcava the victim horribly 
burne-d, often right through to the: bone. "US forces ha~ wed them "''Y 
sparinsJy." • State DcpanmentlpokeomOfl said, "for illumin~rion purpolel. 
Thcywcr<:lin!dimothcairtoilluminatecnemypositionsatnight,notat 
enemy lighten."" Yer ., the s:.me time, ......, are introducM to a pr<>gr.~m 
dubbcd"d«pman.agcmcnt,"•po~tetcrmforoncorthctypcJOfocntory 
dqmv:uion that arcconsidctffltortu~ under the Gcnev:l Con~miono. Old 
ooldim with long mcrnorleo argue th..t duri"l the Kon:o~n War it w;u <:raedy 
dtistxticw...:lbythcChi~.ausingAmcricanPOWstoJu!Terpsychotic 
brcaks.th>.t fM m..,,;.,. or the rudtlo. Or~emal mind. F.kmcnuof ihc US 
maiwy, intdl•gcna, and prUon nl2bliU.mcnu"""" mtdinl :111d cmploym 
ICIIJO<y dcpriV3tion •• Abu Ghraib and d..,..hcrc. The pl:rns. mtcndW to 
..:nmblc a person's sen5e of day :rnd nigh<. rime :ond pl:acc. ""'"'drawn up 
by on in<t"I"I"O&"torand gtvcn cxh n•ghtto MP, (Mili..,ry Policc) toC<CCU<e. 
Thc l""isoncr i1 kept alon~ wirhout light or vcntibtion. wirhout water or 
dorl~c:~. 1n a cdl ciihcr vcry hm or very oold, wnh music or sercamtng ;<]] 

around"" d1~nt umcs." In <he rne>nrim~. rh~ cuhurc orbrutaliz:mon 
{Als:.tiandogl:ucwcdonad..<lyln.ii<Ortrrifyprisoncrs:ondthcn"maul" 
them, various indignioics =~ ustng human !Vcn; men are forced 
ro.OOomil.concanothcr,rhey;<IKJhavcKJfts:.nd,hotprp)X"r.:IJldfilthy 
wattrnufrt.dinthcir:rnwa;onch.odhi•ruric.kscutoff,andw;u<hcn 
made ro cot them) continues :u morc lw-rowing photographic ~idcnce 
orJnual abuse, tottnrc, and humiliation by thc llriti1h Army thi< <im~ 

~1Aptnpaciooovi<woltki•mao•.,;,robofoundln~l/-"r(Fd>nutyl006] 
·~·,_,.,,·46. 

"tliooW~.'WhooiH<udAbou•lraqiD200S:11•LMIJ.olln>A>of&.h() 

~l006),7. 



whoo.eu&!Jrcconlofgui"'',Cfhnicdcaruong.:ondauociuain M:UayW., 
Kenya, Aden, Cyprus, and Non~rn ln:land •pcab for iuclf, come 10 ~~ 

surF..cc.. Confromed with the cvi<kncc, one iJ templed to ask the oimple 
question: How f&r rnnovnl 11 thc er~ligluencd War front the promtO<c of 
rcsronngdcnuxracytoth..nmoftheworldwh~thcrithe!raq, l'alts<inc 
or AfghanWan! The bruWi<y nf occupuion u ~rwkmic on wlut Oa•od 
Andcrwn h;u apdy called the "ruhun: of impuni<y" of the puiod: which 
iniuclf(;ivath..lictoabcnightedWarwho..,fcarofl.domconunuato 
fudthc:anof"au:oamr.hioastcrik,o:.ulf2DtO:.i5<cncc,otonathcl.ur 
wordmfrecdomandthcfin.:r.ldtsl"'ir. 

lu fa.r Q being able ro name our sit.,.tion goes, io may no< bc......, 
rh:u the montcnr of ~gniuon is.:r.lw:oys the mo« viW. If, 3.1 wmc heli<:V~, 
onctnruc<:n<lsthctr.ogicinrbroaaofanicull.tingir,thcnrhoocwholu>e 
lost the po~r ro name their cnndnion, or who nevc:r had ir in rhc fi,.,t 
place. may well be cnnsidcrcd th.t most Wncnrahlcof alL Perhaps Praidcnt 
Blllhgocstohisbcd<:Vcrynighrcoc.oortedinjustthiJkindofgr.~ndio..­

"'lf-deccptionw.-.ppcd in aiuperbro~pMrhiJtrt: 

'"'""'""""",_of...,., ..... ..,..,..,.,._,r;p.._.l""f'f<loou>ltlw:ot 
lif<inlroq.llod.An><ricanundluqi~lwoiT}'oboutmyl'ri.J.l...dto""'"J' 
:ob<>ut m1wik wnil .lw:hi1 an IS.,....,.. popubriiTficu.e, Sow•h<'• -· 
....d--.-. Y"" k-.1 don'• -.yallchM.....:h,O<btr thm..tuc I iu• 
<ko:ribodta)'OU.llmibut<tlwto l'wpp<a«ofmind.Aloo-o/'ith..aoto 
dowith"'1J»niaolufoiili.and•loool't....,h..aloodo...,thtt..r ... rm..lu 
ol'f'<'OPI<pta)'IOt .... ondW. ... I'ntllotpi"!!pt«')'p>d.~,.ll:"'..t..l 
'""· Tl•m'• tim<o......, r ludn't t-n. r~p p<a«ofmind." 

lnthiJ~asinothcrs.thcaesdtnicandcvc:ry<bysmJtofrhc:word "wony" 

ar•conswulyatloggcrh.-..ds.ltmaybcthatlkckcuaduntbratcsafutllf<'in 
whichrhtconc:cpoof"pc-xcofmind"willtndttdcc:asctoluvo::mcaning: 
but in the mnnwhil• it liva on in ohc grid which 5prings from knowing 
oh:&<~ <;:an no longer"""" batoW a dignified title on our wn::tcl>tdJ>CS~;, 
vicwi<"'lp.anofsomcp,....Jaoincdordcr,ordisccrn oniuv•ryrcrrnrthe 
sh.dow of rransccndencc. Withouo a !<'me of,./~,, such sorrow would 1x 
me..ningka. And as long :u ohcn: iiiJ<IlJU", ohcn: an be: n;>gcdy. But how 
ongic is the tragedy ohat is unfolding bcfun: our ve<y eyu1 One might 3.1k. 

l'c:ohllps thc ultinu1erragcdy iloo luvo:: km !h..Cli"'City, aupt i11 a f:onwy 
oll.Budt,rofi:dforothc:~!thosc:innt.t<:<:n<lr..qiviaim•,ntostofwhom 

:=poorcivili:lnlc;t.Ughtinrhcct<»~·lirc.Thatilindccdtnlpc. 

""W!ttt 1 Hard......,.. Jnq in zoo~·, 


	0008.tif
	0009.tif
	0010.tif
	0011.tif
	0012.tif
	0013.tif
	0014.tif
	0015.tif
	0016.tif
	0017.tif
	0018.tif
	0019.tif
	0020.tif
	0021.tif
	0022.tif
	0023.tif

