
Edirorial 

ONLY AfTER I HADTI-IISISSUEputroge~herinlinal fonndid I n<Ni« 
~ 11mil:uif)' among~ good deal of the fiction: /M•ri,m- ilrong rooting 
111 pl.aa or rohu~. And re Koscis"Jifory involvu n:ccm Hungarian immi­
gr:ams>o Comtb: it <'l:plores the w:~ys they and a native C:ana<lian WASP 
un<kruand and miJun<kr11and nch other. The nooia by D~vid Koulack 
and Gila Tal an: bo1h kl imide more or (in 10,..... >ap«t~) less u.imibtcd 
jN<lsh Nonh Amcrian rolrure. The omingoH.aur.o Jksc"sJtorycontribu­
tionlln'tnamcd,butherch~ractcrsarcinandofdc<:pruralcoumry,uolic 

tomanyofus. Ronaldl'rame"•andPaul Browruey"•storiesan:borhvery 
muchoboutScouinScotbnd:hccn:,thcuneasyju:re>pOSitionifr>Ot~n 

therolrun:ofthe intmigran11and that of 1htir newho~. bu1 bctwta1 ~ry 
con<emporaryScodand•ndillp;u!,verymuchaliveinthebuildingoand 
their•urrounding.s.lnallrh=,wilupeoplearcisimpor<an<lycorutitutcd 
by 1he culture •her c=.c from, but also by where they are now. 

Yuu'llnoticemanyoimilunies~nthcFrameandthcB~ 

Mory.Morccoincidcna::bothaulhors.i<tumJolll,inilie ••mc•m:illwburb 
of Glasgow. I ;u.kcd-thcy don"t know nch m he~ 

(Butthisissueisnut"thcmcd"-thcrestofthcnoric:soccuronF.tmil­
iar ground, more or le.. anywhere. K..-.in Fruia'o takes pl:.a.to ~~~ wnh. 
in Finbnd--though, as fu as I can rdl. tltil doan't malu: much differntce 
to the 11ory. "'hich could as well be sn 111 M>nn.,.polio or Melbourne, as 
could LoriCallan'oondElaincMcCiuskey"s.) 

Anywoy, I've bttn •••undering "'h.>t ClCplain• the large numbnof"lo­
c:atcd" 11o""s. lr may jwt be a conoequcna: of the pnfo:n:na:s of our cditon. 
My msplcion, ho~r, isth.>t thll isn'• thcwhoke>:planation-that, nthtt, 
thisopproach,alw:~y<im]l<Jrtantinfictio".isi"creui"glyso"owad~yl. In 
many w:~y<, it's a n~tural. For one thing, authOI$ often write as~ kind of 
.df-di'ICO'II<'"f)", 10 their home culture, and how it pl:op out whet<: they live 
now, ill an obviow frc<jucnt chemc. And tiM. contcmporuy pop-culture 
conccm with "roots" and onl1 g~ncalogy rcAccu the reunt ]l<Jpubrif)' of 
theidcoothatone'srclation>toonc'oculturcandhinoryareesscntialparuof 
one"sidcntity;asdoesthcgrowingphilosophialrcjcctionoftheind.ividu­
aliftic picture of us. shared by Enligh•mmem thinUrs and tl.llfnttialim, 



u aumnQmouo ahi.,orinlodf-creaungamm•. Again. picturing lif( "In 
Anmh~r C<Jumry" (tu <JUOt~ the title of Hcminh"""-Y'• P"r:uligmatic piece 
in this ynre) U a good ~y to Wk about human i.soi.Jtion and connection, 
and to producc .n.:conAict (in !hls cut, of culrum) without which 6eti.on 
would be: bland and poindeu. And, ofcou~W, .,..., !Udet~likc thcduno:tctl 
inourfietion mbc:tichlydr:~.wn,notgcn~ric,and putting them inside a 
culture isoncw:o.yufachievingthiJ. 

There"• a pa...do1 here liai.on.il ch:>rxtct~ lhould be: quite idiosyn­
Ct.l.tic arid ~icular, but ab<>, at the wm time, uni~rJ;;t.l. Ronakl Fwnc, 
inancm:li!tomc,upresscdwmcdis:.pprov;olof"intcrnation:olliction. 
n<>vds ~tin ai rport dqnrture lounges etc." Hi• writing dcmonltt.l.tcs hi• 
vicwth>t"thcloalannill,in2006,comain-.....,Jl,thc,...,rld,notto 
IOUnd too l"'rldiosc." In hiJI(ory in thls issue, !he voiasofan old pan<! 
houocrcproachthcAoundctingwtitcrlivingthcre."Youmadcupstorics, 
youinvc:medothcrhouM:Iand pcopletoputinthem,whilc:l!lthetimc 
wcwcrcw:titingforyouatthcrndofthedrivew>.y." 

There"• a occond coincidcna in thls ; .. ,...,involving twO of our 
;onicb. Boch arc politial, and both an highly critical of US inAU<'ncc and 
action ab~. Kai NidM:n offct~a Marxist an:alysi.s of globaliz.:nion, which 
he argues is harmfUl kca.ue it"s in thc~rviccofUS impcri:oli•m. Mumpha 
Marrouchi aucmpu to come to grips with the horrible action.o of,(,. US 
m l=t and Afghanisan. Neither article 10frms its umng radtcal politocal 
vicw>,andbotharcsurctoprovokcwmchonilcopposition.l'mgbdm 
indudc them. Intellectual life would not produce ~>rb without the injn:­
tionofirrit>nts. 
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