
Husband 

I will nOI~ri("oC forhocrdclly 
I willgric\·cforoldniUn:Jup 
thenfrcshnc'>S.thcgtnng-in. 
hinh,.olourchtldrcn 

lwillnollgrincforsallow.su!lt'n. 
suppers "here food W:l~ good 
but •·oin: wa.~ Mem: a bit~cr f001ed 
wak(' c:of :1 woman plcasuring 
intantntm-riddlinghcrdosc:ll. 

I will J.!Ticvc fortln11::~ when 
on my ann she got gr~ciuus 
to others, smiled to men-folk 
"" r~ccroursc•. h<'rknowl.,dgc 
of the n:tgSSOill("limeslx111:ringthcir., 
andhcrMylc.dollt<'S I lik<-xl her m. 
dcsignsfrommysuc<-c..s 

I w·,JI not grien: forhcrh•:~-tnodging 
myintert''ils--tht'><:rc;uning 
:~1 my 1"11-0..-J-hit-late-homc .:-~lls. th<': "-~iting. 
cocooned m our 'mnh•-filkd hedmom 
tospttat<\•h:uevt'rl"dl~<.-cnto 

Jwillgri("o"efnriKtrdtiklren 
losinJiC a mother In their yriUng adulthood 
a mother rh<-'Y rnuld rely- on but 
ne-..:rpt\--..:liC'Ia ~harp or ..oft ..,,ponsc 
or whil:h from the mood()( the Wy 



lwillnOIJO:ric\'("{Orthcs.11Q!ill!o(hreJ.-t• 
•h.1pdcs.~ lines of a smoking woman·, 
L1tcr-hfchody,especiallywhen 
IK' who «.~s remember.;: a h~rd frtu"n 
!9S0sl)orisDayswinl.';uil,3!an(•ar-honx'n.'><lf1 

lwil!llQI!(rn,.,efor>·carswhcn 
package holiday~ got oft..,ncr, l:tvi.'h'-'r 
th"" la\·15ht,.bo.Jtlesss:u~f1Cd 

l will na gri""'C for the fi,.,q trip without tl~ children 
when she wenttoplcs.• 
and my ~hamc thinking 01hcr men 
wcn:-pa'nngatmywifc"stit" 
takingpnyonwhat I had 

J willgrlC'\·cformonxnts 
of cl~ lime in the bed or the kitchen perhaps 
oraquicki<'sonx•\>chcrc. wh<'n:­
thcsuft-\Oiccdonc 1 hadf:llkn 
in loH· w~h :;till cnd1:1med .'iOll"""-"hcrc in '""' 

lwilltoutchhernowsoon, 
one 1:1~1 time. ki>..•theooldnc ... ,away. 
shouldt,r my childr"n 
~oo the people we know 
will ,h~k<' our hands. 
cmbr~ce. 

gri.,.,·chrieflywllhU' 

lwill1l018rie'.·eforh"rdeol)· . 
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