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Particulate Mauer 

111e a_~hcs to ashes of~ "illage, 
immolatl.'([ lm~~ and burnt-out hu~ks 
of :tU!O!llObi)es. Q,CR"SI <:IO\ldc<Ner fed 
by bl~ck plumes, we! ml!;! of roin l~ppin~ :u 
~mouklcring wound~. In the marke1 square, 
~nokl nun a! h:llf-nn'<! 
looksforhi.•son. 
Gath•.orL-d!hercJre!hccorpsesofyoun~o~men 

he watdw._'([ txlrn. hreast-fed. fUOW to 
assu~theirfathers'sJall... 

Arr.mgcdinrows,Jhcirlxxllescruslll.-Jhytank-Jrc:td 
A few ~hob outside the gm(."<;Ome pcri!TIC{er­
!ryingtoflec 
'lhe pul'l..'.:.'([ ,·iaim goo, 
thercckkn ... -Jflc~h paSieofJllCn 
squeezcdoutofthcirtul>e< 
He «ceS 1he drenched ckxhcs of tho.;e he knew 
and loH-d, thcirwardroi:>c•ll<:wlr-prcsso..'([and 
torn. bony .~hc-.~rs ha,ing shred 1he dcnitn~ and polyeSiers 
a! prcMurepoint>. 
He kn~ls, {('Cling the' OfWIIlic o;oak :o;ecp through 
his leggings. He:od d«lin~'([ In thesrolio(k sc:uch 
for hl~ boy, he pil'kS up a pk..::e of nt<.'IJI 
liu1 might ha•·e been a ring 
imagining ils finger, a hand he once shook 
in the mockseriou,ncssofan~dult 
Strikin~ ~bargain with a child. 
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