FRANCE IN THE NEW ORDER

Geneviive TaBouis

HEN speaking of France within the New Order, one
s inevitably bound to run across the question: “But
why have the Nazs used such different methods in France?
Why is their treatment of the French population so much more
considerate than their treatment, for example, of the Poles?”

When this question is asked of Nazi soldiers and officers
on French soi, yort invariably obtain the roply “Becotss thesa
are our orders!”—In a more loguacious mood, cerfain German
offcals havo added: “But, if we were compelled to retreat, our
orders would be to loot, burn and kill—to destroy!

Actually observers know—through facts and statements
which I am about to reveal—that there are two major reasons
for which Germany accorded a preferential treatment to France.
The first (and this is not tho major reason) is that Germany,
ever since tho signature of the Armistico, knows that total
execution of the Armistice clauses within France as well as in
the Colonies is an indispensable condition if the Nazi attack
against Great Britain, the Balkans, on the Mediterranean, in
‘Africa and in the Near East is to be successful. But the principal
reason for the gentle treatment is that the Fiihrer, in order to
achieve bis dream of a New Order in Europe, his Deutsch Furopa,
requires not only the geographical and politieal assistance of
France: more important to him is its philosophical and
moral adherence!

This is why Hitler has been careful not to repeat in my own
country the mistake he made in Norway, for instance. There,
ho had organized a Quisling government, which ruled in closest
collaboration with the Nazi overseers. But although perfect
harmony reigned between the Norwegian Fascists and the
Aryan Nazis, the entire country continued to maintain a solid
front of hatred against both the conquerors and their actual
leaders. It is no secret that national traditions, strengthened
by Norwegian patriotism, compelled the victors to resort to
merciless ropressive measures, which, in turn, only reinforced
the sentiments for revenge and the actual resistance to the
whole Nazi ideoloy

As o matter of fact, the Fiihror almost made a similar
mistake in my country in utilizing Pierre Laval. However, he
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rapidly stepped oft this erroneous path as socn as ho realized
that the pre-Poace conditions which Laval was ready to offer
on September 13 last year were being offered in total opposition
to the strongest wishes of the French people, to whom the very
sight of Piorre Laval was obnosious, and his willingness served
omly to increase the popular determination to resist Berlin's
demands.

Therefore Adolf Hitler made a minor concession of time,
and pretended to have been overcome with the logic of Marshal
Potain’s arguments. For the old Marshal was bocoming increas-
ingly popular in France. Thus a policy of kindness and tolerance
was adopted—just enough to assuago the desire in French hearts
Yo continue the war side by side with Britain. International
observers, who doubt the Fiihrer's successes and exploits in
the military field, invariably marvel over his remarkable under-
standing of human weaknesses and the diplomatic line he has
founded upon this understanding.

Tn this instance, Hitler's psychology obtained a total
victory. Such was the policy adopted by German leaders
toward the Vichy government, and now Nazi diplomacy has
been able to obtain, with a minimum of resistance, the very
same advantages which Pierro Laval offered in December, 1940.

ho terms of the total collaboration, for which Viehy
ministers have voted, actually mean, as General de Gaulle has
%o aptly described it: “that Hitler has placed France's neck in
2 looso tying knot which Germany can squeeze cach day tighter
in order to compel France to collaborate more closely with the
New Order"—and to fulfill within Europe the rdle which the
Tihrer had anticipated for it. To those who are sharply eritical
of the French people for allowing themselves to be entangled
in the organization of the New Order in Franco, one must, in
all fairness, point out that the Nazis have two strong, indeed
all-powerful weapons at their disposal: The hunger of the Fronch
Deople, and their total ignorance of the real developments of
this warl

Ttis important toremember that Marshal Petain signed the
Armistice because he had been convinced that Great Britain would
o defeated within & fortnight—and, in connection with this,
Prosident Lebrun pronounced his famous sentence: “Tragic
days aro theso when our generals will no longer fight!” Tn
spito of the actual events, this conviction became ever stronger
“ith Marshal Petain, and in his belief in British defeat—coupled
With America’s hesitation to take a firm stand with his govern-
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ment—ho found the excuse to entrench himself ever deeper
T his pro-German collaboration policies. French leaders now. -
B eiba air, through the prass and by other means—are busily
Draising the merits of the Franco-German collaboration, while,
D thor hand, neither Great Britain nor the U.S. succeeded
o forming Hrench public opinion upon the truth of their
Dlight, and the necessity for a strong determination to continue
D iruggle until victory. This latter is a very importent
e, Tor there is no doubt that the isolated mutinies would have
o oro numerous and moro important if President Roosevelt
D atosseded in informing the French people of kis determina-
tion to see the democracies Win.

While a handful of people throughout France—including:
a aumber of the former French ministers, Mossrs. Daladier,
L Roynaud, Blum—are now kept informed of the actual
i the United States, the entire nation is flooded by
Doisoned propaganda. informing Frenchmen that the United

A
“elites,” referred to as Marshal Petain’s brain trust, men such
as Abel Bonnard, Chateaubriand, Carbuecia, Prouvot and the
grandson of the famous Gobineau, have proved themselves to
be able spokesmen and persuasive orators, while Fabriolus.
launches the theory: ““France found in her defeat a sense which

vietory.
Although this is the heart of the question, it must also
be said to the credit of the French people that to-day they
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smilingly shrug their shoulders over the childish innovations
of the New Order in France. For instance, the Vichy govern-
ment now states that those Frenchmen and Frenchwomen who
have been “denationalised” (and such is my own case) can
regain their French nationality only through a special decree
signed by Germany. Upon hearing this, the well-known Paul-
Louis-Weiler exclaimed: “I prefer to remain an apatride of
French origin rather than regain my nationality through the
Nazis' good will.”

The measures resorted to in order to build anti-Semitism are
even more childish. Although the government declares a general
exemption in favor of Jews who fought in the last world war,
whenever they face the necessity of exempting such and such
a distinguished Jew from general anti-Semitic repressive
measures, the title of “Honorary Aryan” is bestowed upon him
or her! Such was the case for various very popular singers,
Charles Trenet for instance, Vultura, and others.

Censorship is very strict. In a few weeks the famous
political trials of Messrs. Reynaud, Mandel, Daladier, Blum,
Guy La Chambre and others will take place behind closed doors,
except for one or two public sessions, to which fifty repre-
sentatives of the press have been invited; of these 40 are Nazis,
and the 10 French journalists have been carefully selocted.

‘When T arrived in the United States, T was asked during
an interview over the air: “‘Can you explain in twenty minutes
what was the main factor for the collapse of your country?”
At that time, I reiterated my convietion that it was the lack of
sincerity in the press, and the distortion of the news concerning
the international situation which had been—to a great degroe
—responsible for the complete unpreparedness of my people
in face of the actual and swift moving developments of the war.
‘To-day, upon a different scale, the situation in France is similar.
All and every means are used to persuade the French people
that its duty is to assist in the Franco-German collaboration
and to help build the New Order.

t this point, it is important to determine what exactly
is this New Order—and what shall France's specific funetion be!
We, in France, had known, as far back as 1938, of the famous
Herrenvolk Theory, and of Hitler’s conception of the immediate
organization of the New Order. The Theory itself recognized
four classes of society throughout Europe, of which the German
Nazis themselves would be the ruling class. Regulating the
movement of all of Europe, a giant apparatus had been con-
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ccived, which included one Foreign Affairs for all of Europa
vith Mr, Von Ribbentrop supervising all of Europe’s diplomacy,
Vith subsidiary offices in cach of the capitals. In the same
Wy, the German Economic Department would control all of
Teropean cconomy, while tho Financial Bureau would regulate
Al epehanges and financial transactions. And more recontly,
& ho month atter the French Armistice, in fact, Rudolf Kirscher
writes in the Frankfurter Zeilung:
1t is no longer & question of seeking an outward compromise
botwoen selated Buropean states—a belance that shifts the
Dbt bt tomporarily—leaving the system of collaboration
Norde it question of restoring the equilibrium

e b changing of maps—is the union of the entire continent
e Gorman and Italian leadership, with a clear demarcation
and gradation ot the responsibility of its members.

Thus the New Order in Burope means the end of multiple
national sovereignty, as well as the ropudiation of equality
Smong the mations. ~ Europe is to gravitate solely around the
Third Reich!
Tt is important to understand that the Fiihrer does not
plan to roconilo the defeated nations to his cause, after the
‘His conception is clearly defined by a military spokesman
who declared last June:

The vanquished must never rise again. The v erm_of
resistance and revenge is to be exterminated! No Teparation
‘payments, no economie concessions can ever regain independence
for the defeated states. A total vietory ean mean only the utter
destruetion of the vanquished nation, and its complete and final
disappearance from the historical arena.

Another military spokesman says: “A war of destruction is
A whote political aim is the destruction of tho enemy state!”
Regurding France's peculiar réle in the “New Order,” and

Nazis totally differs from the methods utilized by them in other
Eropean countries, we must remember that from 1020 fo
1040 my country was the real organizer of Europo—in the
politioal fleld and in all others. Franco was the leader of demo-
cratic prineiples, and the leader of the principle of equality
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smong nations, Thus, in the super-battle of the West, the
oD ik out not only at the country of France, but also
at the very structural principle of Burope.

The Third Reich, then, is no longer satisfied to have
conquered. France ns  strategio position against England.
e the limited offiial colaboration but total unofficial
S llaboration in the diplomatie field, already visible in Bucharest
o Lisbon. Tn the same way all Fronch ports and strategic
A e, frealy usod to further the Fihrer's ‘military plans.
s il the actusl economic exploitation and colonization of
o . be suficient to satisfy Nazi demands,

‘Bt by entering the New Order (and the loaders of my
country have so far offered no serious opposition), my country
Y aounce its European mission. FPolitically and morally,
ot itsell out to become a satellite of the Third Reich.

e Sl

Is the organization of the New Order solid, and will it last?
No! | Bocause it is not an aim in itself, but merely § step in the
Fihrer's wish to conquer the world. ‘Continental Europe is
ey the nucleus of Germany's domai, i the Nazi conception:
T epriaghoard for further conquests, rather than the frontiers
of a sacred Empire!

T Datober, 1038, the well knovn Baron ¥on Rheinbaden
wrotein the Berliner Monathefte: “Day by day, it _becomes
Dlainer that the African share of the FroDeer colonial states
D basically reallotted, and that in the Near and Far East
Yhis Turopean war will have far-reaching consequences.”

s far baok as 1086, while writing an exposure of German
war aims, T mysell roproduced a siatement which had just
uppeared in. the German military press: “The Italian Empire
O bridge to the nearby African continont with its raw
B arials—and beyond that, over the sea to the Indian Ocean.”
e his time, although the conquest of Africa W¥as thought of
principally 8s a means towards a decisive victory over the
B was also designed to areato  special German colonial
Tmpire, called “Bur—Africa,” which Would become a conse-
quence of German rule on the Buropean continent. It is now
O ous. that, Africa is very accessible and very desirable. An
e lonial domain, because the negro populatior represents
thoap and willing labor, and Africa is & source of valuable
‘min old.

‘Also necessary for the ‘maintenance of his New Order was
the factor of the Near East. And in order to draw it within his



FRANCE IN THE NEW ORDER 137

ephere of influence, one now observes the Tilhrer seeking his
e beyond the Dardanelles and tho ofls of Mosul and the
Tathway to the Tndian Ocean. This is the reason for the actual
intense activity in Syria-

s, the Pihrer is engaged in & War in which he is bound
10 fall wnder the eternal law which history has always applied
o et conquerors from the time of the ancient Bgyptian

P orlying all the various and odd factors responsible
for thelr falures, one could always find tis basio fact: Thei
Empires, too rapidly acquired, had 70 real, solid, substantial
bl basis, and wero doomed to fall

e D fay cconomio obsorvers remark that although
Nagi conquests have added strong new industrial units to
e . economy, the productivity of ‘continental European
o under German leadership cannot be arrived at by the
o ftion to German production of the former ‘production
in conquered countries.

Uil ot be o simple task to placo these conomies at
{he sarvico of the German war economy, bechuss they have
mady been partly destroyed or greatly disorganized. French
ey, for mstance, has been largely out off from the raw

‘material sources, while the existing reserves of raw material

P

Another positive factor, which i numerically bound to
destroy this German Europe, Lies in the national conflicts and
G ente which exist within this domain. hty million
Gormans are to-day faced by some ‘hundred millions of alien
Seopies. This fact is of utmost HmpOTiZce:

e it 1s doubtful whether the New Order, b0 being
ereated in France, will ever step out of ifs ‘present immature form
e full maturity. In British and Ameriet action, in the
hearts of our patriotic ‘people who remain faithful to the best
B s of domocracy, we place our faith:




