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New Dalhousie Rink - Model, 1981

 

New Dalhousie Rink - Construction,
1981

 

Dalhousie Memorial
Arena
Address: 6185 South St.
Start Date: 1981 Completion Date: Spring

1982
Architect: Daniel F. Tull; J.
G. Sykes

Renovation Date(s):

Contractor: Corkum
Construction

Building History
Dalhousie's original Memorial Rink was erected in 1950 and
commemorated the service and sacrifice of Dalhousie students who
fought in the two World Wars. In May 1978, that rink burned down
and a new Memorial Arena was designed to take its place. Today's
Memorial Arena honours all those who served and sacrificed for
Canada, and features a plaque of stone taken from the original
building.

Architect for the Memorial Arena was Daniel F. Tull, with significant
contribution from university planner-architect J.G. Sykes. The
Memorial Arena is a replica of the arena at the University of Maine,
with a unique scalloped, wooden roof design that President Henry
Hicks loved. It has a seating capacity of 1143, with additional
standing room for over 200.

Dalhousie had to tread carefully with the public in this building
project because of the fierce controversy that had erupted in the
1970s with the construction of the Dalplex. The university applied to
Halifax City Council for permission to build, since the plans
exceeded zoning dimension regulations. Designers strove to meet
area residents' request for an aesthetically pleasing structure.
Besides enhancing the aesthetics of the building, the roof was
meant to improve the structure's acoustics as well, and allow it to
be used for events other than skating, such as concerts,
convocations and exhibitions.

Construction of the Memorial Arena, contracted to H. W. Corkum
Construction Ltd., began in 1981 and was completed by the spring
of 1982. The building cost $2.5 million, more than four times the
old rink's cost. The first events were held there in June 1982 and
the official opening took place on Remembrance Day, November 11,
1982. Dignitaries present at the opening ceremony included: John
E. Shaffner, Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia; Premier John M.
Buchanan of Nova Scotia; Education Minister Terrence R.B.
Donahoe; Gerald A. Regan, former federal minister for fitness and
amateur sport; Dr. W. Andrew MacKay, President of Dalhousie;
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Dalhousie Memorial Arena - Rink Roof,
1988

Peter Corkum, builder; Daniel F. Tull, architect; Neil Erskine, Vice-
President Academic, Dalhousie Student Union; and Sherman
Zwicker, President of the Student Union in 1950-1951 when the
original rink opened.

Today the Dalhousie Memorial Arena is the home of the Dalhousie
Tigers Varsity Men's and Women's Hockey Teams and the Dalhousie
Superskills Hockey Schools.
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Dalhousie Memorial Arena Opening -
Dedication and Plaque, November 11,

1982

 

Dalhousie Memorial Arena and Soccer
Field, n.d.

 

Dalhousie Memorial Rink - Pouring of
new concrete floor, August 29, 1974

 

Dalhousie Memorial
Arena
Address: 6185 South St.
Start Date: 1981 Completion Date: Spring

1982
Architect: Daniel F. Tull; J.
G. Sykes

Renovation Date(s):

Contractor: Corkum
Construction
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IWK Kermesse 1982, first function in
new rink - crowd scene, 1982

 

IWK Kermesse 1982, first function in
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crafts show, 1982
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Dalhousie University Rink, Summer

1966

Model of the new rink. December 11, 1980. Dalhousie
Memorial Arena [file], Item 62.
New rink progressing well. 1981. Dalhousie Memorial Arena
[file], Item 69.
New rink. February 17, 1982. Dalhousie Memorial Arena [file],
Item 57.
Official Opening of Dalhousie Memorial Arena - Free skate
following ceremony. November 11, 1982. Dalhousie Memorial
Arena [file], Item 36.
Official Opening of Dalhousie Memorial Arena - free skating
after ceremony. November 11, 1982. Dalhousie Memorial
Arena [file], Item 54.
President MacKay & hockey coach Peter Esdale. With model of
proposed new rink. December 1980. Dalhousie Memorial
Arena [file], Item 65.
President MacKay and hockey coach Peter Esdale[,] Proposed
new rink. [1980]. Dalhousie Memorial Arena [file], Item 63.
President MacKay and hockey coach Peter Esdale[,] Proposed
new rink. [December 1980]. Dalhousie Memorial Arena [file],
Item 64.
Proposed new rink - President MacKay and hockey coach Peter
Esdale. n.d. Dalhousie Memorial Arena [file], Item 56.
Proposed new rink [- models] [4 images: 1 proof sheet].
December 1980. Dalhousie Memorial Arena [file], Item 20.
Proposed new rink [photo of model]. 1980. Dalhousie
Memorial Arena [file], Item 60.
Proposed new rink [photograph of model]. [198?]. Dalhousie
Memorial Arena [file], Item 55.
Proposed new rink [photos of models] [4 images: 1 proof
sheet]. December 1980. Dalhousie Memorial Arena [file], Item
59.
Proposed new rink. December 1980. Dalhousie Memorial Arena
[file], Item 12.
Proposed rink [photograph of model]. January 8, 1981.
Dalhousie Memorial Arena [file], Item 45.
Remains of Dal Rink fire. May 13, 1978. Dalhousie Memorial
Arena [file], Item 81.
Remains of rows of chairs in the Dal Rink following the fire.
May 13, 1978. Dalhousie Memorial Arena [file], Item 79.
Remains of rows of chairs in the Dal Rink following the fire.
May 13, 1978. Dalhousie Memorial Arena [file], Item 80.
Rink - Dr. MacKay[,] Mr. P. Esdale. With model of proposed
new rink. December 1980. Dalhousie Memorial Arena [file],
Item 66.
Rink - proposed new rink - model - internal view - ice surface.
1980. Dalhousie Memorial Arena [file], Item 61.
Rink [Demolition photos] [2 images]. [1980-81]. Dalhousie
Memorial Arena [file], Item 71.
Rink Construction progress. January 1982. Dalhousie Memorial
Arena [file], Item 51.
Ruins in a washroom in the Dalhousie Rink - fire May 1978.
[May 13, 1978]. Dalhousie Memorial Arena [file], Item 83.
Ruins in Dal Rink - burned May 13, 1978. [May 13, 1978].
Dalhousie Memorial Arena [file], Item 85.
Ruins of Dalhousie Rink fire...Remains of rows of plastic chairs
used for Spring Convocation the day before. May 13, 1978.
Dalhousie Memorial Arena [file], Item 75.
Ruins of the Dal Rink (by fire...) Chairs standing in a row
following general convocation May 12. May 13, 1978.

http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/images/NewRinkProgressingWell_DalMemorialArena.69.JPG
http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/images/TemporaryLibraryQuartersInDalUnivRink_Summer1966_DalMemorialArena.93.JPG


The Buildings of Dalhousie University - Dalhousie College, Original (Grand Parade) & Dalhousie Memorial Arena - References

http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/ArenaRefs.htm[5/19/2015 10:30:37 AM]

Dalhousie Memorial Arena [file], Item 76.
Sept. 77[,] Dalhousie Unv. Rink - - Artwork compliments of
some loyal King's students (loyal subjects to the King of
King's?). September 30, 1977. Dalhousie Memorial Arena
[file], Item 86.
Stacks of extra chairs for Spring Convocations held in the rink
May 11 & 12 /78. Days before the fire... May 13, 1978.
Dalhousie Memorial Arena [file], Item 78.
Temporary Library Quarters in Dalhousie University Rink in
summer of 1966. [1966]. Dalhousie Memorial Arena [file],
Item 93.
The remains of rows of chairs used for convocation the day
before the fire - Dal Rink. May 13, 1978. Dalhousie Memorial
Arena [file], Item 77.
This was a washroom in the Dal. Rink[.] Opened in Nov.
1950[,] burned May 13/78. May 13, 1978. Dalhousie Memorial
Arena [file], Item 82.
University News. March 4, 1982. Dalhousie Memorial Arena
[file], Item 53.

University News

Dalhousie Memorial Arena to be officially opened on
Remembrance Day. November 4, 1982. Dalhousie Memorial
Arena [file], Item 38.

Publications

Dalhousie Gazette

Galloway, Bruce. "New Memorial Rink opened." Dalhousie
Gazette. November 18, 1982, p. 19.
Regan, Tom. "Aid for new rink; government stalling."
Dalhousie Gazette. October 25, 1979, p. 9.
Regan, Tom. "Dal to get new rink." Dalhousie Gazette.
February 7, 1980, p. 1.
Salah, Theresa Anne. "A quick look at Memorial Arena's
history." Dalhousie Gazette. March 27, 2003, p. 26.
Speirs, Walter G. "Dal rink: is it completed?" Dalhousie
Gazette. October 28, 1982, p. 22.

The [Halifax] Chronicle Herald

Roseveare, Heather. "Dal arena stands 'as living tribute.'" The
[Halifax] Chronicle-Herald. November 12, 1982. p. 5.

The [Halifax] Mail-Star

Small, Estelle. "Dal arena construction 'unusual'." The
[Halifax] Mail-Star. October 1, 1981, p. 2.

University News

"Dalhousie Memorial Arena to be officially opened on
Remembrance Day." University News. November 4, 1982, p.
1.
"Memorial Arena opens on Remembrance Day." University
News Rink Supplement. November 1982, p. 1.
"Memorial Arena's opening a tribute to war dead, peace."
University News. November 18, 1982, p. 1.



The Buildings of Dalhousie University - Dalhousie College, Original (Grand Parade) & Dalhousie Memorial Arena - References

http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/ArenaRefs.htm[5/19/2015 10:30:37 AM]

"New rink already in use." University News. June 1982, p. 3.
"Official opening for rink slated for October." University News.
September 23, 1982, p. 3.
"Old Man Winter delays rink completion, now due in April."
University News. March 4, 1982, p. 1.
"Rink 10% over budget." University News. March 11, 1982, p.
3.
"Rink construction going well." University News. December 10,
1981, p. 3.
"Rink construction going well." University News. December 10,
1981, p. 3.
"Rink construction on target." University News. September 17,
1981, p. 3.
"The inside view: Interior model of the proposed rink. Note
bleachers on only one side, and the timbered, beamed roof."
University News. January 8, 1981, p. 2.
"These were Dal's top athletes last athletes last year."
University News. September 5, 1974. p. 24-25.
[Aerial view of the new arena]. University News Rink
Supplement. November 1982, p. 9.
Kerr, Cathy and Gina Wilkins. "Old man Winter delays rink
completion, now due in April." University News. March 4,
1982, p. 1.
Kerr, Cathy. "Memorial Arena's opening a tribute to war dead,
peace." University News. November 18, 1982. p. 1.
Mann, Derek. "Dalhousie Memorial Arena to be officially
opened on Remembrance Day." University News. November 4,
1982. p. 1.
Mann, Derek. "Rink: app referred to City Council." University
News. December 11, 1980, p. 3.
Mann, Derek. "Rink: Application referred to city council."
University News. December 11, 1980, p. 3.
Original rink in ashes. University News Rink Supplement.
November 1982, p. 9.
University News. March 4, 1982.
University News. Rink Supplement. November 1982.

Textual Records

PR Photos

"Dalhousie University's Memorial Arena opens on
Remembrance Day" [press release]. Information Office -
Dalhousie University. November 4, 1982. p. 1-2. Dalhousie
Memorial Arena [file], Item 40.

Reference Files

Convocation programs and invitations - Special convocation
for the formal opening of the Dalhousie Memorial Arena.
November 11, 1982. MS-1-Ref, 8.13.

Building History - Dalhousie Memorial Arena

Top



The Buildings of Dalhousie University - Dalhousie College, Original (Grand Parade) & Dalhousie Memorial Arena - References

http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/ArenaRefs.htm[5/19/2015 10:30:37 AM]

Revised on 
Comments to the Webmaster

http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/digital.htm
mailto:archives@dal.ca?subject=The%20Buildings%20of%20Dalhousie

	http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/Arena.htm
	www.library.dal.ca
	The Buildings of Dalhousie University - Dalhousie Memorial Arena - Building History


	http://www.library.dal.ca/duasc/buildings/ArenaRefs.htm
	www.library.dal.ca
	The Buildings of Dalhousie University - Dalhousie College, Original (Grand Parade) & Dalhousie Memorial Arena - References



