
at

ALTERNATIVE REALITY: THE MONUMENT, THE 
MEGASTRUCTURE AND THE LUXURY HOTEL



CONTENTS

 ............................................................................................................................ iii
 ..........................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................
 ...................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................3
 ...........................................................................................................4

 ..................................................................................
 .................................................................................

 ........................................................6
 ......................................................

 ........................................
 ...............................

 .....................................................................................................................
 ..........................................................

 ......................................................................
.......................................................................

 ..........................................................................................
 ......................................................

 ...............................................................
 ......................................................................................

 ....................................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................

 ............................................................................................................
 ...........................................................................................................

 ........................................................................................................
 ...................................................................................................

 ..........................................................................................
.........................................................................................................

 ....................................................................................................43
 ....................................................................................................................44



ABSTRACT



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Special thanks to the Bruce and Dorothy Rosetti Scholarship for providing me with the 

opportunity to study Manhattan. 



CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION 

Architecture as Social Criticism 

Citizens of No Place: An Architectural Graphic Novel 



3 

4

Surface/Subsurface

Working Together to Build a More Resilient Region

The New York Times



6

Form Follows Fiction

October: Obsolescence

The End of Fictionalism, 



Thesis Question

The New York Times



CHAPTER 2: THE SITE AND THE SETTING

Site Complexities and Pressures

MAS Context Narrative

MAS Context: Narrative

MAS Context: Narrative



A Brief Morphology of the Built Environment

 

 

Wired Online 

Delirious New York

The New York Times

Architizer





278

495

678

78

95

87

Density

Highways

Subway Stations

Twitter Activity

Commute < 40 min





FINANCIAL 
DISTRICT

CIVIC
CENTER

TWO BRIDGES

CHINATOWN

TRIBECA

LITTLE 
ITALY

LOWER EAST SIDE

NOLITA

BOWERY

HUDSON 
SQUARE

WEST VILLAGE

SOHO

NOHO

GREENWICH 
VILLAGE

HIGHLINE

HUDSON YARDS

DOMINO 
SUGAR
FACTORY

WILLIAMSBURG 
BRIDGE

MANHATTAN 
BRIDGE

BROOKLYN
BRIDGE

BROOKLYN 
BRIDGE
PARK

WTC

34TH ST.
TUNNEL

HOLLAND
TUNNEL

BATTERY 
PARK
TUNNEL

TIMES 
SQUARE

GRAND
CENTRAL

EMPIRE
STATE
BUILDING

CHRYSLER
BUIDLING

HOTEL 
CHELSEA



National Security, 9/11 and the Inaccessible

Social Disjunction: Three Disjointed Neighbourhoods

 

 New York Times,

Civic Center Demographics,



 

The New York 
Times, 



Once Upon a Place: Architecture and Fiction

1650

1800

1980 2014

BROOKLYN BRIDGE
1870 - 1883

MANHATTAN BRIDGE
1901-1912

BROOKLYN
BRIDGE
PARK
2008 

FDR DRIVE 1955

SOUTH 
SEAPORT
MARKET

TWO BRIDGES
LITTLE FUZHOU

CIVIC
CENTER

DUMBO

FINANCIAL 
DISTRICT

WTC





FEMA FLOOD LINE

NYPD HEADQUARTERS

MUNICIPAL BUILDING

SUPREME COURTHOUSE

CITY HALL

PACE UNIVERSITY

PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOL

VERIZON 

LA GUARDIA SOCIAL HOUSING 

EAST RIVER (SALT WATER TIDAL STRAIT)

ANCHORAGE

HOWARD HUGHES/SHoP PROPOSAL REGION

HISTORIC STRUCTURE



Inherited Infrastructure: The Monument and the Megastructure

 
New York Times

PBS





Avenue of the Finest Elevation 

Dover Street Elevation

Robert F. Wagner Sr. Place



New York Times

New York Times, 





Program



 



CHAPTER 3: THE USERS AND THE CHARACTERS

Modes of Representation

The Crisis of European Sciences and Transcendental Phenomenology 

Dada, Surrealism, and Their Heritage



33

34

36

détournement

33. The Role of Visual Art in Dada, 

34.
The Role of Visual Art in Dada.

36. Society of the Spectacle



The Undercurrents: Formulating Site Characters

Once Upon a Place

Citizens of No Place

Drawings that Count: The Work of Diploma 15



The Crisis of European Sciences, 





CHAPTER 4: THE DESIGN SEQUENCE AND THE PLOT

Extracting Gothic Geometry

 

Medieval Structure: The Gothic Vault





1
Approach

2
Lobby

3
Datum

4
Gardens

5
Hotel Room

6
Structural Jungle

7
Bunkers

The Seven Sectors

43

43. Once upon a Place. 



The Approach



The Lobby







The Datum









The Hotel Room





The Structural Jungle

The Bunkers





CONCLUSION

44

46

44. Once Upon a Place

46. Citizens of No Place



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Medieval Structure: The Gothic Vault. 

New York Times, 

PBS. 

New York Times, 

Point 2 Homes Online.

Architizer

The New York Times

Urban Omnibus: The Culture of City Making. 

Once upon a Place: Architecture and Fiction

MAS Context: Narrative

New York Times

Edible Geography

Untapped Cities

About Education



The Archigram Archival Project

The New York Times,

Drawings that Count: The Work of Diploma 15

New York Magazine

The Crisis of European Sciences and Transcendental Phenomenology. 

Delirious New York

Wired Online 

October: Obsolescence

Citizens of No Place: An Architectural Graphic Novel. 

The Vault: Historic Treasures, Oddities and Delights

NYC News and Analysis

MAS Context: Narrative

BLDG BLOG

The Role of Visual Art in Dada. 



Arc Space. 

New York 
Times

Ephemeral New York

Critical Commons

Civic Center Demographics.

Working Together to Build a More Resilient Region

A Picture History of the Brooklyn Bridge.  

Downtown Express

The End of Fictionalism. 

Surface/Subsurface


