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To all new and returning Dalhousie students:

Welcome back! It's finally September, and it's great to see so many new and
familiair faces. We hope to get to know you all throughout the school year.

For those of you who are new to Dalhousie, we welcome you to a warm and
friendly campus of students, faculty, and staff. Dalhousie is not just a
University...it's a community, and the more you put into it, the more you get
back. Take the student union, for example: we offer a variety of activities
and services, and all you have to do is come out and take advantage of
them. You can volunteer, become a member of Council, or get a job working
part-time. The opportunities are endless. Whatever you do, we know you'll
enjoy your experience here at Dalhousie.

Don't be shy...come visit us in the DSU Offices on the 2™ floor of the SUB.
Or, find out a little more about us online at our website: www.dsu.ca. You've
got nothing to lose, and a whole world of opportunities to gain.

Mark Your Calendars — Upcoming Evgng

Orientation week is over, but that doesn’t mean the activities have ended!
Mark your calendars with these dates; you won't want to miss everything we
have planned:

DalFest ‘09

Friday, September 11 (Studiey Quad) :

A celebration for new students, returning students, faculty and staff, this
event brings the Dalhousie community together with a full day of activities,
right at the heart of Studley campus. Food, games, prizes, a Molson tent, and
a concert with Joel Plaskett and the Emergency make the event a must of
anyone looking to celebrate the new school year.

Fall Society Fair

Monday, September 14 (McInnis Room, SUB)

Society Fair is a chance for student societies to strut their stuff to prospective
members. Its also an opportunity for students to discover societies and
initiatives they would like to get involved with. Whether youre a new or
returning student, the Fall Society Fair is a great way to connect with people
who share your interests. Doors open to Students at 11am.

Stay tuned for more upcoming events, and check out the new DSU '

STORM (Student Oriented Magazine) for all our September events!

Legal Services :

Having trouble with landlords? The Dalhousie Student Union has retained the
services of Hill Law to provide legal assistance to Dalhousie students. The
DSU legal services program is available for any legal problem, regardless of
whether or not it is university-related. For more information, or to make an
appointment, contact (902)494-1106.

Campus Copy

Make your presentations and reports stand out this semester. Whether you're
typing or printing, Campus Copy is here for you. Come for the
complimentary access to our computer lab and stay for our printing and
binding services. Visit www.dsu.ca for information and pricing.

Sincerely, -

Your DSU Executive

et P.S. Don't forget to follow us on Twitter: @dalstudentunion

Are you an International Student?

Do you want to stay ih Canada after you graduate?

There are a range of immigration options that can
enable you to gain Permanent Residency and

* ultimately Canadian Citizenship. Even if graduation
seems a long way off it's still good to know what

s o g T: 902 482-4512
To arrange a private consultation with a Canadian ~ ~ E: info@wildyimmigration.com
immigration specialist please call or email today. www.wildyimmigration.com

Faul Wiy bs a member af the Canadian Soctely of Immigy ation Crmsuitants (Memberordp SM9S215) aud o Fellow of the Canadiar Migration Insinge

@82 BLACK CITIZENSHIP
4 _PUBLIC INTELLECTUALS,

el AND THE NEW PRESIDENCY

- We Cater
Coffee
Teas =
Muffi ——y
Sl(l)u;l)l;s 9%!1%?9
Sandwiches Jane Secord
Desserts Phone: (902) 431-5299
Cheese/Meat Trays Cell (902) 497-5800
vcggic Trays Fax: 902-484-5417

. 1266 Hollis Street, Halifax, NS
Special Requests B3J 176

Jazzz . DeliCafe@gmail.com

tlosa $299 student

Spedial for the
entire term.

Kick the school year off to a yogic start in Halifax’s
newest downtown yoga studio for less than $20/week

vV From Labour Day to New Years Eve students can
practice as often they want!

vV Offer expires September 30",

¥ Student package is limited to a number of spaces. Call
early to enroll and reserve your mat!

VStudents must present a valid student ID.

¥ Call 449-0108 or email info@108yoga.ca to enroll in
this limited offer.

v Visit www.108yoga.ca for complete schedule.
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Turning a new page

Joshua Boyter
Editor in Chief

Like the insolvent General Motors,
The Gazette has taken a long hard look
at how we develop and deliver our prod-
uct.-Over the summer, The Gazette team
has worked hard to transform our paper
to deliver an environmentally friendly
and reader friendly media outlet that is
an unrivaled source of information for
Dalhousie students. The Gazette has un-
dergone this physical and philosophical
facelift to meet the needs of our readers.

Just like foreplay, there are some im-
portant guidelines we have developed to
help us perform to our highest capacity.
While members of the Dal community
enjoyed their holidays, The Gazette be-
came a member of the Campus University
Press — a non-profit national media co-
operative. CUP gives our readers access
to nationally relevant stories while expos-
ing our writers to a national audience.

A fifth section is also new this year.
Every week we'll print one or two time-
less narrative features relevant to
the Dalhousie community as well as
the greater Halifax community. Flip
to page 16 to read a feature about a
former child soldier at Dalhousie.

In this issue, we are also pleased to
print our first Code of Ethics. First pub-
lished in 1868, The Gazette is the oldest
newspaper in North America. But un-
til this year, our paper has never abided
to a moral journalistic code. Check out
page six to read our ethical guidelines.

Because The Gazette believes honesty
is the best policy, we would like to tell you
some previously undisclosed policy infor-
mation relevant to our new ethical guide.

Like most other papers in Canada and
across the globe, The Gazette relies on ad-
vertising in order to publish our product.
This year, as we have in previous years,
The Gazette will pursue two advertising

agreements. To thank our contributors —
who give life to our publication — we have
signed contracts with the Split Crow Pub
for a tab on Friday nights and with Greco’s
Pizza to provide munchies at Monday
meetings. Though these agreements are in
place, we will hold all companies, groups,
individuals and advertisers equally ac-
countable. Our duty is to our readers first.

Additionally, The Gazette often re-
ceives materials, such as CDs, from
public relation representatives. Though
we strongly discourage the acceptance
of freebies, we must temporarily accept
these products to conduct timely reviews
of new music, books and movies. The
Gazette staff, reporters and contribu-
tors are expected to return these mate-

This year, Gazette readers will take their rightful place in the printed pecking order | Josh Boyter

rials after they have been reviewed. All
books, CDs, DVDs and other materials
will be used as contest prizes this year.

In addition to these materi-
als, The Gazette accepts passes to
events and tickets because journal-
ists deserve access to any newswor-
thy event relevant to their publication.

We are very optimis-
tic for the coming year.

Our readers can expect larger, more
in depth and engaging issues from cover
to cover. We hope to create a communi-
ty paper that gives back to students and
welcomes any member of the community
to contribute. The Gazette has evolved
considerably over the last 141 years and
this year marks the turning of a new page.

Dot com?

The Gazette switched websites this summer

Joshua Boyter
Editor in Chief

For the past year, Gazette staff have
worked diligently on the design and
construction of our new website. Un-
der the leadership of our former Edi-
tor In Chief, Julie Sobowale, we up-
dated our servers in order to ease the
expansion of our web presence. Dur-
ing this process our web domain was
not updated and fell into expiry mode.

We used every option available to re-se-
cure our web domain, but we were unable
to do so. But as a precaution, we bought
the domain Dalgazette.com to ensure our
site remained as consistent as possible.

So update your Internet bookmarks
and visit our site at the new domain name.

This year we'll use the website as an ex-
tension of our physical paper. Youwill find

exclusive web content, videos and audio.
You will also be able to read our paper on-
line and search our back copies. Plus you'll
be able to contact us about signing up for
mailing lists and receiving a paperless PDF
copy of our paper to your e-mail inbox.

In addition to our new website, we have
expanded our web presence considerably
into the following multimedia platforms.

Follow us on Twitter. This year you will
be able to follow Gazette editors through
the week as they work on the paper. There
is a lot of work that goes on behind the
scenes that students couldn’t see before.
Through our twitter account, you will be
able to glimpse the various ideas, debates
and revelations Twittered throughout the
week. Editors at The Gazette will be updat-
ing the feed for us to ensure that the infor-
mation is timely and relevant. Important
information such as meeting times and

dates will be posted here as they become
available to ensure that our readership has
these pieces of important information.

Become a fan of The Gazette on Face-
book to get exclusive access to contests.
This page will be updated at least once a
week so check back often to ensure that
you don’t miss out on any of our excit-
ing promotions. We'll upload photos and
hold discussions here so that people can
keep up-to-date. You'll also be able to
debate various campus-relevant issues.

A photo is worth a thousand words on
our Flickr page. Gazette staff members
are almost constantly snapping photos,
both in and out of the office. Follow The
Gazette through this outlet to see behind
the scenes cover photo shoots and exclu-
sive pictures we can't print. For you photo
enthusiasts, we will post information
on Flickr about ongoing photo contests.

Letter from the Editor in Chief

il

Name Joshua Boyter
josh.boyter@gmail.com
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Joshua Boyter
Editor-in-Chief

editor@dalgazette.com

Joshua Boyter is a four-year veteran at
The Dalhousie Gazette. Josh started at The
Gazette within weeks of coming to Dal-
housie. Josh began as a news and photo
contributor, and subsequently went on to
be the Photo Editor for the past two years.

Josh is a current fourth year stu-
dent completing his combined hon-
ours in International Development
Studies and Social Anthropology.

Josh has a wide range of interests,
but two of his strongest passions are
photography and travel. Josh operates a
small photo studio in downtown Hali-
fax where he works with various clients.
Josh’s favorite type of photography is
fashion, which he shoots on a regular
basis. Josh also shoots photos for Dal-
News, but it will not interfere with his
duty to The Gazette and its readers.

Josh travels to various placesaround the
globe on a yearly basis for both academic
conferences and pleasure. Josh is never
afraid to teach himself new skills and par-
takes in various activities that range from
being a radio DJ to designing dresses for
fashion competitions and photo shoots.

Hilary Beaumont
Copy Editor
copy@dalgazette.com

Look up. See the only lit window on the
third floor of the Student Union Building?
That’s where Hilary Beaumont squints
at her screen well into the wee hours.

Prone to decisiveness and with a
sharp eye for detail, she is your Copy
Editor. She will guard your student levy
against libel lawsuits. She will ensure
your university paper remains account-
able and honest. She will give her left
boob for a cup of green tea made like
a London fog. Yes, you can thank caf-
feine for anything she accomplishes.

Hilary’s parents — Becky Jamieson and
Chris Beaumont — are both professors
on campus. When Hilary was young, her
mom used to let her look over “rocks for
jocks” papers. Oh, how they would laugh.

Hilary attributes her love of writing
and editing to her mom and grandma. But
her ability to write and edit comes from
the Super Friends group of journalists she
has grown to admire, especially King's
Copy Editing Instructor Laura Landon.

Thanks to Landon,and a man some may
know as Eric Blair, Hilary can and will kill
your babies. Metaphorically, of course.

But don't be shy. Drop by. Hil-
ary’s office has two comfy red chairs.
One for her, one for you. Bring tea.

P N .

Paul Bailte
Photo Editor
photo@dalgazette.com

Although rumours say that he was al-
ready holding a camera when he exited
his mother’s womb in the delivery room,
his first encounter with a camera was ac-
tually at the age of six. He instantly fell
in love with photography when he real-
ized that he can re-live his memories, an
instant solution for a kid who then had
the memory of a goldfish. When he was
eight years old, at the time when film
was ‘the only medium, he was already
teaching himself how to work with pro-
fessional cameras. The constant car-
rying of two heavy cameras wherever
he went was believed by most to be the
reason for his stunted growth. By the
age of 10, his friends were mostly photo
hobbyists who were, on average, three
times his age. This close circle of friends
and a lot of experimentation is where
he learned most about photography.

His move to digital photography
came relatively late as he was afraid that
by being able to take more shots at no
extra cost, he would not be as meticu-
lous. However, by being able to view the
shots instantly, his attention to detail
increased exponentially. Now at 23, this
fair skinned little Asian is still as pas-
sionate with photography as he was
when he first held a camera 17 years ago.

#3

Bethany Horne
News Editor
news@dalgazette.com

The movie Titanic played a role in her
early interest in journalism. In Guayaquil,
Ecuador, where she grew up, she joined
the newspaper club in her bilingual co-
legio largely to find an outlet for her sa-
tirical masterpiece, “My fart will go on”

That first bite of the publication bug
wasn't terminal. She spent the next years
afflicted byadifferentinsectsting: the trav-
el one. She went into the deeper recesses
of Ecuador, to England, Spain and Peru
before settling uneasily in the Maritimes.

Her travels and her life in Guaya-
quil were a permanent learning experi-
ence. Politics, education, health care,
poverty, law and the role of the military
in the lives of the most vulnerable be-
came stories to her, stories about people
she knows and experiences she lived.

Many who know her thought she
would study politics, international de-
velopment, or education at university.
But none of these disciplines changed
her world as much as stories did. Tell-
ing important stories in a meaning-
ful way is what she seeks in journalism.

This past summer, she took off on
a veggie-bus with her partner and
two dogs. They explored the conti-
nent, stockpiling stories along the way.

Lucy Schole
Ass1ystnat N ewsEditx

news@dalgazette.com

Lucy Scholey wasn't really sure what
to expect when she showed up to a
Dalhousie Gazette meeting last year.

She stepped into The Gazette of-
fice, peppered with assorted wall
decorations and filled with
ly diverse editors and contributors,
and took the first news story she saw.

When the Sunday deadline rolled
around, Lucy found herself strapped for
time. Not only did she have other as-
signments for her journalism and po-
litical science classes, she also had other
extracurricular activities like the Best
Buddies program and Free the Chil-
dren. Not to mention finding time to
go running for the sake of her sanity.

The end result was rewarding — not
only did she see her name in print, she
also contributed something valuable
to Dal students and staff. Last sum-
mer, Lucy joined Voiceprint — a radio
station for the blind and visually im-
paired — to further her journalism ex-
perience and continue giving to society.

Now, the fourth-year student
finds herself in the Assistant News
Editor position, and is eager to be-
come a part of the eclectic team.

Lucy tried something new and
ended up in a fortunate position.

similar-
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opinions@dalgazette.com

The Gazette staff is often made up of
a smorgasbord of aspiring journalists,
sweaty-palmed journalism students,
folks just trying to beef up their resume
for grad school, and just about every
genre in between. Working for a student
paper is always under valued, under paid,
and high stress. Kaley Kennedy is used
to that kind of job. After dedicating two
long years of her life to serving on the
King’s Students’ Union executive, the
journalism school drop-out is return-
ing to the world of student papers as
the 2009/2010 Gazette Opinions Editor.

The opinions section can be thought
of as a student newspaper’s version
of a cage match between two b-level
wrestlers: no-holds barred, gloves-off,
downright ridiculous, fun to watch. You
can watch as students weigh in on and
debate the current topics of the day,
whether through articles, columns, or

letters. Sometimes the opinions section

gives you advice, sometimes it provokes
critical thought and sometimes it's good
for a laugh. Kaley thinks of herself as a
kind of referee: she’s there to make sure
people have their facts straight, and
that come Friday, everyone can take a
breath, have a pint, and chill out a bit.

Tim Mitchell

Features Editor
Sfeatures@dalgazette.com

In Dartmouth in 1999, Tim Mitchell, a
Medal of Honour-winning former Green
Beret, finds that he is the last surviving mem-
ber of his unit. Disconsolate after finding out
the death of his last remaining comrade, he
wanders into the nearby town of Halifax, NS,
where local sheriff Beazley gives him a lift -
straight out of town; Beazley explains in no
uncertain terms that “drifters” like Mitchell
are not welcome in town. Insulted by Beaz-
ley’s action, Mitchell boldly returns to town
and is falsely arrested for vagrancy and re-

sisting arrest. His treatment at the hands of

Beazley's deputies grows even harsher, as he
is beaten and sprayed with a fire hose. When
the deputies try to force-shave him, Mitchell
(briefly flashing back to memories of Com-
munist torture in a prison camp) goes berserk
and breaks free; he commandeers a motor-
cycle and flees into the nearby hills. As the
sheriff's posse pursues, one belligerent deputy
violates orders and tries to kill Mitchell, and
in the process an accident leaves the deputy
dead. Misunderstandings pile up and Bea-
zley shoots Mitchell, but Mitchell survives.
The pursuit leads to a bloody confrontation
and a final plea for an end to the violence.

Laura Dawe
ArtsEditor

arts@dalgazette.com

Laura Dawe is a household name. If you
live in a wine bottle. She is best known
as a painter of portraits, vague crowds on
beaches and the abstract “spirit” of cer-
tain inanimate objects. She is second-best
known for throwing epic house parties
and cop-charming. Some people know
her as “that idiot girl who thinks she can
make a feature film with no money and
no experience” Some know her as “that
ballsy girl who thinks she can make a fea-
ture film with no money and no experi-
ence” Dawe is halfway through making
her first feature length movie. It is said
that she was born in Alberta, grew up
in Ontario and passed her summers in
B.C. and Newfoundland. She has lived
in Halifax for six years. At first she just
hung out with indie bands and submari-
ners, but then they all disbanded or went
to sea. So she started going to Dal. Now
she almost has an honors History degree
with a concentration in creative writing.
She teaches art to children at the Art
Gallery of Nova Scotia. Her favourite
colour is green and she is the Arts Edi-
tor this year at ye ol’ Dalhousie Gazette.
Her real passion, though, is cooking

Matt Ritchie
Assistnat Arts Editor
arts@dalgazette.com

Born in Toronto, Matthew Ritchie was
born into a family that consisted of an
actor as a Father and a photo editor for
a Mother. From an early stage he was
obsessed with channeling his artistic ex-
pression through drawing and painting.
Once into his teen years his older brother
turned him on to Punk Rock and began
teaching him how to play guitar. He soon
exceeded the creative prowess of his older
brother by enrolling in one of Toronto’s
premiere art schools where he studied
jazz and classical guitar, photography,
filmmaking, graphic design and fine arts.
After being rejected into fine art pro-
grams all across Canada a guidance coun-
selor suggested studying creative writing
and English literature in University. For
the next four years he developed his craft
by focusing on his main love of fine art,
theatre, and more importantly popular
music. This lead to contribution’s to the
Dalhousie Gazette as well as being pub-
lished in Spin Magazine and Exclaim!
Although being heavily interested in
the arts Matthew is not your typical
music nerd. On his off time he focuses
on running, weight lifting, basket-
ball, and his main love: skateboarding.

Joel Tichinoff

Sports Editor
sports@dalgazette.com

Most people call him Joey. He grew up
playing hockey, ski racing and watching
Top Gun in Timmins, Ontario. Summers
he played soccer and baseball. Most of his
early writing was devoted to violent, pirate-
themed Romans, which were reasonably well
received by his loving parents. During high
school, he attended Lakefield College School
where he developed passions for rugby, writ-
ing and delinquency. As a teenager, he spent
his summers working as a camp tripper and
an instructor in canoeing, sailing and tennis.
He also once co-headed a rigorous snorkel-
ing program. He is currently pursuing an
honours degree in Classics at King’s College.
In his time at Kingss, he has played hooker for
the Dalhousie Rugby team and taken part in
a wide array of recreational sports on cam-
pus. His other favourite campus pastimes
include getting lost in the LSC and napping
in the Killam Learning Commons. He's also
not afraid to say he ranks among the best
flip cup players in the league. Upon gradu-
ation, he plans to study Law. His favourite
hockey player is Doug Gilmour. Alexander
Ovechkin is his deity, so you will find noth-
ing but praise for him in Joels sports section.
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An “off the record” agreement is a
promise a journalist makes to never
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Sources
Journalists must treal their sources, subjects
and each other with compassion, but this does not
negate the need to test credibility and facts.
Gazette staff, reporters and contributors should:
Consider and test the credibility of all sources
Consider whether the public would
have reason to doubt the source
Be transparent in print about the credibility of sources
Question the motive of each person sourced
Test the accuracy of all sources
Use a second source to support or discredit the first
Never use unsubstantiated sourc
es (websites or documents)
Be suspicious of anonymous sources
Never use information from an anonymous or off the
record source without using a second identifiable source
Be aware and skeptical of Public Relations sources
- their first obligation is not to the public interest
Accountability
Journalists are accountable to their readers and
to each other. Gazette stafl members ip.n.i-rdnn s,
writers and reporters) are responsible for ¢ hecking

facts and sources before they are printed. Gazette staff

members must take immediate steps to correct error,
misrepresentation and plagiarism and print a letter
of apology to Gazette readers in the event of plagia
rism, falsification or serious misrepresentation.

Minimizing Harm

Compassionate journalists reduce harm to themsel
and others by treating sources, subjects and each other
with respect. When reporting, Gazette writers should
minimize harm simply by providing context. Together,
respect and context ensure a topic is not sensationalized

Gazette staff members, report-
ersand contributors should:

Seek as much information.as possible to
provide context without self-censorship

Treat the public, sources, crit
ics and competition with resp‘ccl

Strive to give readers a reason to trust all journalists

The Gazette and The Dalhousie Student Union

Gazette staff members must be wary of the Dalhousie
Student Union. Though we receive revenue from and are ob
ligated to report on this organization, this relationship must
remain proféssional. Gazette staff members and contribu

tors must strive to hold the DSU accountable in the same

way professional journalists hold government accountable.
An elected member of the DSU may contribute
to The Gazette, but the title or position the writer
holds within the DSU must be printed under his or
her name. This rule comprises published articles by
any paid and/or elected member of government.
Reporting on Advertisers
For years, The Gazette has accepted complemen-
tary deals with advertisers to provide alcohol or food to
its uncompensated contributors in exchange for print
advertising. Many reputable Canadian publications accept
similar deals. One downtown pub offers a significant tab
to The Gazette one night every week from the beginning
of September through the end of March. Similarly, one
pizza restaurant gives pizza to The Gazette at weekly
staff meetings. Contributors and staff members regularly
take full advantage of these opportunities as a chance

to build spirit and a sense of teamwork among paid and

s. The Gazette would not otherwise

unpaid reporte
be able to compensate contributors if not for these
advertising deals, In no way does The Gazette Publishing
Society's levy contribute to these complementary deals.

Regardless of how contributors and staff members are

compensalted, advertisers will not influence the way we

report news. We will hold all companies, organizations,
groups and individuals equally accountable. We will report
the truth because we have a duty to our readers first, not
1o our advertisers. If advertisers are not comfortable with
this conclusion, they are free to advertise elsewhere.
In the interest of full transparency to our readers,
the Editor in Chief of The Gazette has the responsibility
to spell out this policy in print at the beginning of each
year for as long as the policy is in place, This must be
done clearly and truthfully. Gazette readers, report-
ers, staff, contributors and menibers of The Gazette
Publishing Board are encouraged to enforce this rule.
Freebies
Accepting gifts or discounts can potentially implant a
bias in any journalist. The Gazette recognizes that public
relations representatives of musicians and authors often
send books, CDs and DVDs to us for review. These and
similar offers are accepted only as means of writing reviews
because The Gazette cannot afford to buy these materials
Gazette staff members, reporters and contributors must re
turn these materials once they are finished reviewing them.
Public relations materials will be used as prizes for contests.
Gazette staff members, reporters and con-
tributors may also accept event passes and tickets

because journalists deserve access to any news-
worthy event relevant to their publication.

Other offers of free drinks, alcohol, food or meals
also hold the potential to sway a journalist’s obligation to
the truth. The Gazette strongly urges all staff members,
reporters and contributors to reject these types of freebies.

Just as The Gazette Editor in Chief is respon
sible for spelling out our policy on advertisers, so
must he or she spell out our policy on freebies: clearly
and truthfully at the beginning of every year.

Gazette staff members, report-
ers and contributors should:

Reject freebies unless they are vital for
the purposes of review and/or access

Be clear to advertisers and sources that free
bies, however tempting, will be refused

Remember that we will report on musicians and
authors the same way we report on advertisers: truthfully

Never censor criticism, truth or vital information

Never blur the line between news and advertising
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Dal might ditch snail
mail, use Gmail

Lesley Pike
News Contributor

Signing into your Dalhousie Univer-
sity e-mail account might require going to a
Google or Microsoft website some day soon.
Staff members at Dals Information Tech-
nology Services are considering new e-mail
hosting options for students and alumni.

That's because the old
needs to be replaced, says Assistant
Vice President of ITS Dwight Fischer.

Last spring, the Dalhousie e-mail sys-
tem was overloaded. The system crashed
frequently. Users received e-mails as often
as snail mail, or didn'’t receive them at all.

“Weadded morehardware (lastspring),”
Fischer said. “But that’s just a temporary
fix. If we were to replace the e-mail system
for all students and all faculty and staff it
would probably be close to $1.5 million”

Currently the e-mail system is hosted
entirely by Dalhousie. The system hard-
ware is on campus, but Fischer says
it's getting too expensive to keep up.

The university has to come up with an-
other option. Fischer says Dal hopes to
create a new e-mail system just for staff.

Fischer estimates it would cost about

$750,000 to create a new Dal-based e-
mail system that would outsource student
and alumni e-mail to another company.

That’s where Google and Micro-
soft come in. Both companies of-
fer free e-mail addresses to students.

Student e-mail ad-
dresses would still end with @dal.ca,
but students would log into Google or
Microsoft instead of the Dal website.

and alumni

system

“It costs nothing except time
and effort on our part, Fischer says.
When ITS staff members began to
look into other options, he says they re-
alized these companies could give stu-
dents ten times more e-mail space than
Dal’s current system does — and for free.
“Why wouldnt we?” Fischer says.
He and other members of ITS ap-
proached the Dalhousie Student
Union last spring to talk about chang-
ing e-mail providers. They plan to
meet with members of the DSU
again, alongside alumni and students.
The two groups “just haven't gotten to
the point where anything’s-formalized,’
says Vice President (internal) Mark Hobbs.
He agrees that stu-
dents want more e-mail space.
But changing the provider of stu-
dent e-mails could create security is-
sues. While the hardware for the cur-
rent system at Dal is on campus, the
hardware for Google and Microsoft is
spread around the world. This means stu-
dents’ e-mails are saved over the world.
“The privacy laws in Canada (say)
if were going to be transmitting any
kind of sensitive data, we cannot host
it off Canadian soil; Fischer says.
Unlike most students, ITS staff mem-
bers deal with too much sensitive in-
formation to be able to switch to an e-
mail provider like Google or Microsoft.
If this plan does go through,
Fischer says students with concerns
about privacy would be given an op-
tion to have their e-mail hosted at Dal

PRI e A e

News

Gazette News covers Dalhousie
and the greater Halifax community.
Contributions are welcome! Email
Bethany at news@dalgazette.com

SeEagie Do e

Bethany Horne News editor
news@dalgazefte.com

Crowd control

' Seemingly silly swine flu precautions have serious basis

‘ Aly Thomson
| News Conftributor

alhousie students are being asked
Dto hold back on their hormones
and greet each other at the begin-
ning of the school year one meter apart.
Dal’s director of environmental health
and safety thinks it will prevent the spread
of swine flu, or Influenza A (HIN1).
Although the distance directive is not
an official campaign, Ray llson says the
university advises students to avoid things
like hand shaking, hugging, or kissing this
fall. He also thinks meetings should be
held over the phone. If students absolutely
must see each other in person, they should
keep one meter away from anybody else.
“The university wants to
take all precautions,” Ilson says.
Brad Bailey, a second year com-
merce student, doesn’t think that
these  guidelines are necessary.
“I don't think people will listen to the
guidelines,” Bailey says, because of the

| nature of campus life. “But I think it will

give something for people to talk about”

Although he believes following
the guidelines is impossible, Bailey
says he will be adding basic precau-
tions to his daily routine at school.

“I'm going to make a point of be-
ing sanitary, which I think everyone
should do, Bailey says. "If everyone
acts clean then everyone will be clean”

The Public Health Agency says students
living in residence should keep at least
two meters away from others when they
are feeling sick. The agency adds that sick
students living in residence should avoid
going to classes until they are healthy.

“Social distancing” and “crowd con-
trol” are two phrases Dalhousie’s health
and safety team is taking very seri-
ously — it means avoiding your peers
and “taking a step back if someone
is coughing or sneezing,’ says Ilson.

Posters around the school outline their
specific suggestions and tips on how
to stay healthy and avoid the swine flu.

Vice President of Student Life, Kris
Osmond, says the Dalhousie Student
Union is on board with keeping Dalhou-

~ Sept 1: A total of 72 swine flu related deaths are

sie a clean and healthy environment. He
says the DSU is doing its part by “mak-
ing sure students know where they
can get the information they need” He
mentions a new “flu” website that will
serve as a hub of swine flu information.

The website, accessible directly from the
Dal homepage, has information about flu
prevention, answers to frequently asked
questions and links to other swine flu re-
lated websites such as the Government of
Nova Scotia’s Influenza A (HIN1) page.

Osmond also says the DSU is including
things like hand sanitizer and hand wash-
ing instructions in the 2009 frosh packs.

“The most important thing to
keep in mind is that this is seri-
ous and if you are sick, you need to
take care of yourselff Osmond says.

Ilson says besides its social distancing

it of Health con

ases had been id;

n Windsor - visit Mexico. A couple

'ms 14 cases of swine flu connected to

area jumps from 14 to 31 confirmed ilinesses. -
gdmﬂlcpr'in Nova Scotla, says that the province is cnthe

nd serious preventive measures need to be taken by all, suchas
6 people are recovered or rec i .

i s 2d or recovering from the fiu.
pitalized case of swine flu in the pr

vin e province is reported. Three more peo-

ine flu before the end of the month. : o

from swine flu. Annette Sampson, 51, died at the QEIl Hospi-
dentified 'in the province. &

recommendations, the university is tak-
ing other precautions to reduce the risk
of swine flu on campus. Custodial staff is
stocking up on cleaning supplies and fre-
quent, thorough cleaning will take place.

Dalhousie has purchased over 100
hand-sanitizing products for high-
traffic areas such as residences, the
library and eating areas, says Ilson.

The Department of Health released
a flyer that says young people ages 10
to 19 have been hit the hardest with in-
fluenza over the past year, with ages
20 to 29 being the second highest.

But Bailey does not look at the odds.

“I live life based on fate] he
says. “I'm going to do everything
I can to not get swine flu. But if it
does happen, I'll deal with it then”
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Tuition trade o

Premier wants to see tuition lowered to the national average

NDP left full 0
Photographer credit

Laura Parlee
News Confributor

“Premier says tu-

landslide victory for the New
ADemocratic Party in Nova Sco-
tia’s provincial election left many
students hopeful for lower tuition costs
this year. As recently as 2006, the New
Democrats included promises of tuition
reductions- in their platform. But during
the party’s successful campaign earlier
this year, tuition promises were missing.
“We've always been really big on trying
to get tuition lower because it’s ridicu-
lous in Nova Scotia,” says ].D. Hutton,
president of the Dalhousie-King’s New
Democrats. “We have more universities
than most provinces in Canada and we're
tiny. We're really the education capital”
vvHutton worked as a volunteer co-
ordinator during the NDP provincial
election campaign and is also a mem-
ber of the Young New Democrats.
But he says the recent NDP platform
lacked a commitment to education.
“Accessibility is the biggest problem fac-
ing university students,” he says. “Tuition
in Nova ‘Scotia is way above the average.
That's definitely a number one priority.”
NovaScotia Premier Darrell Dexteragrees.
“There’s a commitment made to con-
tinue to lower tuition rates specifically
to move towards the national average,’
he says. “We want to see that to happen”
Dexter led the NDP to victory on June

ition reductions
will ultimately be
about how much
can we do and in
what amount of
time rather than
whether or not
to do it”

9, defeating Rodney MacDonald’s Pro-
gressive Conservative minority govern-
ment and securing an NDP majority.
During the 2009 election campaign, the
Alliance of Nova Scotia Students As-
sociations issued a report card grading
each party’s commitment to education.
Because the NDP did not include tuition
in their platform, Dexter gave ANSSA a
signed commitment to make education
a priority. The student group concluded

Dexter was still unlikely to follow through
and awarded his party a grade of “C"
The party made two election prom-
ises about post-secondary education.
First the NDP promised to create 250
more community college seats to ad-
dress long wait times. And the party
also plans to institute a graduate re-
tention tax credit of up to $15,000.
Dexter hopes the credit will keep graduates
in the province instead of moving west.
“Our platform commitment was to inspire
as many university graduates as possible
to stay,” says Dexter. “Everyone is eligible”
Nothing is in the works to lower tuition.
But Dexter and Hutton say the NDP
has not abandoned the tuition fight.
“The tuition reductions that have taken
place so far would not have taken place
had we not been in the house of as-
sembly,’ says Dexter. “We recognize the
importance of people having access to
post secondary education ... the ques-
tion will ultimately be how much can we
do and in what amount of time rather
than whether or not to do it] he says.
Hutton is still optimistic.
“We have been fighting for it over the
years, he says. “We did get a tuition
freeze and we're still auditing the prov-
inces books right now. Once we're
done this very intensive audit, you'll
see some new policies coming out”

News

Tax break not tempting
says ANSSA

NDP promises $15,000 to students who stay

in Nova Scotia

Lucy Scholey
Assistant News Editor

he recent election .of Nova Scotia’s
‘ New Democratic Party might prompt

debt-heavy university students to re-
consider post-graduate plans. Third-year
Dalhousie student Paul Conrod says he
might stay in the province just to accept
the government’s proposed $15,000 tax
credit for university students.
“It would definitely be an
tive because $15,000 is a huge sav-

incen-

ing” says the New Brunswick native.
The government has promised up to
$15,000 as a tax credit for students
who work in the province after gradu-
ation. Graduates - will receive up to
$2500 per year over six years in tax re-
bates. Lower income graduates who
aren't eligible for the $2500 will be
able to collect the full $15,000 over a
longer time period of up to ten years.
Sipping drinks at a café during one of
July’s few sunny days hardly seems the
right time to be thinking about oner-
ous student loans or life after university.
But Conrod says his increasing debt is
always on his mind, even when buying a
cup of coffee before class in the morning.
“At the moment, I'm kind of shuffling -
around money from a few sources. Like,
my parentsare helping with abit, but Thave
to work, obviously, to pay myrent,” he says,
estimating his debt will reach $21,000 by
the time he’s finished his English degree.
While he likes the idea of receiving a tax
credit to ease his debt burden, he ques-
tions the NDP's proposed plan. He says six
years is a long time to collect the full cred-
it, especially in a province with few job
opportunities' compared to other places.
“There don'’t seem to be a lot of really lu-
crative job positions here, especially just

coming out of an undergrad,’ he says.
Premier Darrell Dexter says the plan
has yet to be worked out before it goes
through next year’s budget. The tax
credit idea is simple, he says, because
anyone who graduates from a Nova
Scotia university is eligible, even if that
student is from outside the province.
“This was designed to offset that disad-
vantage of university costs,” says Dexter,
noting that retaining students is an added
economical benefit. “We really do need
to find ways to ensure that young people
from this province stay in this province.
Mark Coffin, the executive director of the
Alliance of Nova Scotia Students Associa-
tion (ANSSA), has his doubts. He says sta-
tistics show tdx credits don’t provide an
incentive for people to attend university.
“It's $6.5 million (the government is
spending on- the tax credit plan) that
could really impact a lot of students
that are struggling in Nova Scotia,” he
says. “But, instead, it’s going to be on
the wrong end of a degree for students
that probably can't make it that far”
ANSSA, a non-partisan group that repre
sents the province’s post-secondary insti-
tutions, will work with Education Minister
Marilyn More to assess post-secondary
priorities. While the NDP had what Cof-
fin calls a “slim” education platform dur-
ing the campaign, he says he hopes to see
the party build upon this area and looks
forward to meeting with More in the fall.
For Conrod, it’s a toss-up between staying
in a province with a relatively lack lustre
job market or taking an opportunity else-
where at the risk of losing the tax credit.
The plan’s six-year time
frame is ~ an  added  problem.
“l think that (the tax credit plan)
is a good idea} he says. “I just
think six years is a long time’

CAN YOU SPARE ONE HOUR A WEEK FOR GOD?

First Baptist Church Halifax,
Rev. John E. Boyd and Rev. Renée Clark,
welcome students to worship Sunday mornings at 10:30.

Our views are contemporary - our service is traditional - our choir is
awesome.

First Baptist Church Halifax
1300 Oxford St. (across from Sherriff Hall)
www.firstbaptisthalifax.org

Visit with Pastor John Dalton, Baptist Chaplain at Dalhousie

jddalton@eastlink.ca

Megan Leslie, MP
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HAPPY HOUR MONDAY TO SKTURDAY SPM-7PM
AND SUNDAY FROM 5PM-2AM.

Tuesdays & Sundays

OPEN MIC.

Thursdays & Saturday

$2 off appetizers
9pm-11pm

Private Function Room Available!
WWW_.ROGUESROOST.CA for menu,
bookings, entemllment and- 5_ (
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Ecological Footprints

Another year without knowledge of SUB energy use

meNDPhnhﬂonmmdMobcloncmdgn but the premier says they have not forgotten thelr commifment fo accessibliity fo education ;

Photographer credit

Lesley Pike
News Conftributor

e Dalhousie Student Union may put
T:ff a sustainability audit of the Stu-
dent Union building for another year.
Members of the DSU executive feel they

are not adequately prepared to conduct
the audit this fall.

“I realized when I got into office, af-
ter talking to people that did (an au-
dit) and talking to people at the (Dal-
housie Student Union) office that
we need to put more planning into
this/” DSU President Shannon Zim-
merman said in a recent interview.

A sustainability audit finds out
how a building is using energy and
what type of energy is consumed.

An audit seemed imminent when Zim-
merman said at a pre-election debate in
April that running a sustainability au-
dit on the SUB was one of her goals. She

won - the presidency, but said more re- .

cently the statement she made during
the debate was not an election promise.

“It was something that I definitely dis-
cussed, but it was never included in my
platform,” Zimmerman said. “It is some-
thing I said 1 would look into, which
I have. We (the student union execu-
tives) looked into it in May and realized
it was something we had to plan for”

Jason Pelley was the liaison for the
DSU Sustainability Office (DSUSO)
last year. He said in an email that the
DSU has discussed the building’s dif-
ferent audit options over the summer.

“If it is a full-on audit of the build-
ing, we cannot be asked to do it be-

cause they cost more than our an-

nual budget and can only be done by
certified engineering firms,” he wrote.

For now, Zimmerman
has  other projects in  mind.
“We are creating a sustainabil-
ity policy within the DSU] she said.
But the project is still in the research
stages. The DSU is waiting for the start
of the school year to bring back the em-

“They cost more

than our annual

budget and can
only be done by
certified engineer-

ing flrms,” sald the

DSUSO Ilalson

ployees of the DSU Sustainability Office.

But is it really necessary to put off
any action on the sustainability audit?

Last year, Rochelle Owen, the director
of the Dalhousie Sustainability Office — a
separate entity from the DSU Sustainabil-
ity Office — spent only six months plan-
ning before she started preliminary audit
work on all Dalhousie’s buildings. The
DSU might spend a year or more plan-
ning for the audit of only one building.

Audits conducted last year through the
Dalhousie Sustainability Office are not
full-scale sustainability audits like those
the DSU hopes to start this year. They
were smaller, “environmental audits”

An environmental audit has a nar-
rower scope. ‘It doesn't tell you how
(energy) is being used Owen said.

An environmental audit, in es-
sence, counts lights, waste containers
and other components of a building
that can affect the environment. It also
tracks energy consumption patterns.

A sustainability audit, on the oth-
er hand, is more comprehensive.

“(A sustainability audit) would in-
clude conversations about health,
economics, and broader patterns
of consumption,” explained Owen.

It took Owen and a group of assis-
tants four months of full-time work to
complete environmental audits of the
university’s buildings. These audits pro-
vided the motivation Dal needed to
make important changes — most nota-
bly the decision to make double-sided
printing the default on library printers.

“Something like this, you could do with
volunteers,” Owen said. “These kinds of
audits can point to some problems that
we wouldn’t necessarily know about”

The information gathered could be
useful in planning a more comprehen-
sive audit of the SUB, and could in-
spire more policy changes this year

Owen has already compiled infor-
mation that can be used to do an en-
vironmental audit and has done some
preliminary work on the SUB. She says
the information is available to the DSU
and other students to look at, but it is
up to the DSU if they want to use it.

This column will cover environmental
issues at the university and will contain
information on sustainable student life.
Send suggestions to news@dalgazette.com.

CONTRIBUTORS
NEEDED

DAL GAZETTE
RM 312 S.U.B.
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DAL WON’T GIVE

ver the summer, Dalhousie

joined a long list of Canadian
universities that no longer ac-

cept credit cards as payment for tuition or
residence fees. The new policy will affect
the 40 per cent of students who pay tu-
ition or residence fees with a credit card.
In a report released in late June,
the Budget Advisory Committee
said the decision would save the uni-
versity $1 million. The savings will
go toward a $4.8 million deficit.
“Dalhousiejust wantstosavethebottom
line,” Bryce Pulsifer says over the phone
from Alberta where he’s finishing a sum-
mer work term. The fourth-year chemical
engineering student thinks the univer-

sity should have thought of students first. .

“I do wunderstand that Dalhou-
sie is a business, but the students are
the most important party at the uni-
versity. Dalhousie needed to give

more consideration to the students”

Pulsifer, who pays for . his tuition
by credit card, found out about the
policy change not from the school,
but from his dad, a Dal alumnus.

“It was kind of a shock and a sur-
prise ‘cause I didn’t really have any
advanced warning,)

In 1999, the
the option of tuition payment via credit
card to encourage online registration.
Since then, the payment option has cost
the university $1.3 million, according to
the university’s operating budget. That
accounts for transaction fees and re-
ward points that students accumulate
for flights home during the holidays.

But Tim Hiltz isnt worried
about collecting points. The kine-
siology student is working five jobs

Pulsifer  says.

university introduced

STUDENTS ANY

One student has to work 15 to 20 hours extra each week to make up for it.

Hilary Beaumont | Copy Editor

Decision to cut credit cards as a payment option will save the school $1 million, but create siress for students | Paul Balite

over the summer to pay his tuition.

“Last week for about six days I was
working between 20 and 22 hours a day,
just back and forth between days here
and overnights there,” he says, sitting in
his Night Manager’s Office at the SUB.

Hiltz tackles four separate posi-
tions at the Student Union Building
plus a nightly gig at Source Security.

Because of the new policy, Hiltz has
to come up with an additional $2000 —

roughly one third of his tuition this year.
In previous years he paid using two credit
cards, each with a limit of $1000. Because
Dalhousie has removed that option, he’s
had to work 15 to 20 extra hours per week.

“Money’s tight, I mean tuition’s expen-
sive. So I had to pick up something else
to try and give myself some more money
for tuition and a little extra just to get by

DalNews, a campus newspaper
funded by the university, announced

the - Budget Advisory Committee’s
decision on June 30 with the head-
line “A million dollars in savings”

Before announcing the policy change,
the committee consulted with former
Dalhousie Student Union representa-
tives, the Senate, the Board of Governors
(on which only three members out of 25
are students) and administrative direc-
tors. One student, who is not an elected
member, also sits on the committee.

News

CREDIT

Many students, including Pulsifer,
wrote negative opinions as comments
on the DalNews online article. In re-
sponse, DalNews issued a Q&A-style
article to deal with student concerns.

Pulsifer ~says- that doesnt ne-
gate the fact that students weren't
consulted in the first place.

“The biggest issue is notification,’
he says. “They made this decision not
during the school year but during the
summer when a lot of people are away”

The incoming DSU executive took
office May 1, after Dalhousie con-
sulted former DSU President Court-
ney Larkin about the policy change.

DSU President Shannon Zimmer-
man, who has paid some of her tuition
with a credit card, says the committee
met with the outgoing and incoming
executives to go over the budget, but
says “it wasn't an in depth consultation”

“It’s unfortunate because we pay the
highest tuition in Canada and they're
taking away an option for students to
pay with, and that option will drasti-

cally affect a lot of students)” she says.
“At the same time it means a lot of things
weren't cut, like bursaries and grants’

Students will still be able to pay tu

ition or residence fees with a credit
card until Sept. 1, before students at-
tend their first classes on Sept. 10.

“It’s just a major inconvenience to stu-
dents,” Hiltz says. “I understand it’s going
to be a million dollars and whatnot, but 1
mean, the amount of money they get in
a year, what’s a million dollars to them?”

Dalhousie still accepts credit card pay-
ments from those who wish to donate
to the university. The bookstore also
continues to offer credit as an option.

Fair trade another option

Lucy Scholey
Assistant News Edifor

air-trade coffee aficionados can get

their fix of Mexican Morning and

Rainforest Rhapsody on campus this
year. Just Us! Coffee Roasters Co-op will
replace Starbucks in the Student Union
Building.

Though Starbucks also offers fair-trade
coffee, a Dalhousie Student Union coun-
cil member says this change follows a
general desire among the student popu-
lation to have better food on campus.

“One thing that always comes up is
increasing the amount of local food,
says Doyle Bond, VP (finance and op-
erations), referring to the meetings with
the university’s food selection commit-
tee. Members of this committee meet
with the student union’s food contractor,
Sodexho, to make recommendations.

Just Us! is a worker-owned
co-operative that only roasts or-
ganic  fair-trade  coffee  beans.

While the locally owned cof-
fee roaster might be a step in this
direction, Bond adds that increas-
ing local food availability is difficult.

“In Nova Scotia, local food is limited
to the season,” he says. “Bringing in local
vegetables is restricted to the season. It's
hard to bring in local carrots in February”

Maggie Lovett, SustainDals com-
munications director, agrees with Bond

that more students want local food
and beverage companies at the uni-
versity. SustainDal is a DSU society.

She says student interest in Tuppy
Tuesdays is one example of this. The
weekly SustainDal event where stu-
dents can buy cheap food if they bring
their own containers attracts almost
80 students a week, she estimates.

“(The turnout) shows the re-
sponse that students have towards
it she says, regarding local food.

This weekly event forms part
of SustainDals campaign to cre-

ate more campus sustainability. This
campaign includes promoting lo-
cal and independent food companies.
Lovett says she'd personally like to see
the university “lean away from these big,
corporate conglomeratesand shifttowards
local and sustainable sources of food” |
But with the new Just Us! café in the |
SUB, she says there’s been progress.
“I think people are starting to appre- |
ciate the connection that they have with
their food — knowing where it comes
from, how it's been grown she says.

CONTRIBUTORS
NEEDED

DAL GAZETTE
RM 312 S.U.B.
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Dal sips Pepsi under new contract News briefs

University and DSU buy old contract, sign new

Lucy Scholey
Assistant News Editor

alhousie students might notice
the new coffee shop in the Stu-

dent Union Building, but won't
see any change to the university's major

beverage contract.

Both the Dalhousie Student Union
and the university have jointly signed
a new contract with Pepsi after a fund-
ing shortfall last year. The new contract
includes a smaller volume target and
shorter life span of seven years, down
from the previous 10-year contract.

“Starting this year, the university and
the DSU will both start receiving rev-
enues from Pepsi,” says Doyle Bond, who
adds that his first day as VP (finance and
operations) involved dealing with this lu-
crative contract. Dal, the DSU and Pepsi
initially “over-predicted” the amount of
products the university could sell, he says.

In the summer of 2008, Pepsi stopped
funding Dal and the DSU because
they weren't meeting the quota. This
past summer, the DSU and the uni-
versity paid to exit the contract, open-
ing up the bid for new companies.
Alongside Pepsi, Coke also put in a bid.

Bond also says marketing prob-

|- lems probably cause led to the uni-

versity’s inability to meet its quota

“We felt like (the marketing and
promotion) didn't help us grow the
business on campus and we just ad-
dressed that when engaging them,
creating this new contract, he says.

Pepsi products were still available on
campus last year because the contract
still had two years left. That meant the
company could still sell its products ex-
clusively, without paying for the privilege.

Matt Golding, the former VP (fi-

nance and operations), said last year -

that there werent any repercus-
sions to the lack of funding because
the DSU had enough money set aside
for events, programs and societies.

The Dal-Pepsi contract is the uni-
versity’s largest, but Bond cant di-
vulge - the amount of funding it pro-
vides due to contract restrictions.

Last year, Golding estimated

.the total value of the DSU’s ex-

clusivity  contracts  at

York’s beverage contract nears end
raises concerns over bottled water

Ryan Buchanan
Excalibur (York University)

IORONTO (CUP) — With York Uni-
Tversity's Pepsi contract set to expire

in 2011, student groups may seize the
opportunity to push for a ban on bottled
water at the school.

As the University of Winnipeg pre-
pares to become the first Canadian uni-
versity to ban the sale of bottled water
on campus, pressure may fall on York
University’s administration to follow suit.

York Federation of Students (YFS)
president Krisna Saravanamuttu has
thrown his support behind the idea. The
YFS, he says, “would absolutely support a
ban on the sale of bottled water at York.

“The reason we are opposed to bottled
water, to be quite frank, is because essen-
tially it is the commodification of water.
It’s the same as commodifying air and sell-
ing it to people, so we don't believe in it

Bottled water has sparked contro-
versy in recent years. According to the
Polaris Institute, a Canadian think tank
based in Ottawa, restrictions have al-
ready been implemented in 30 munici-
palities in seven provinces across the
country, including the City of Toronto’s
recent ban on bottled water sales at To-
ronto City Hall and other civic centres.

Environmentalists across the world
have condemned bottled water for years,
claiming that the billions of plastic bottles
produced every year have created a sig-
nificant strain on the environment. Ac-
cording to York's faculty of environmen-
tal studies’ (FES) policy on bottled water,
marketing has created a widespread belief
that bottled water is safer than public
water, even though the available tests
so far haven't shown this to be true.

The FES has already implemented
their own ban on bottled water during

faculty functions, but professor and as-
sociate dean Anders Sandberg says a
campus-wide ban is more complicated.

“We have a contract with Pepsi that
supplies us with bottled water, Sand-
berg says. “I don't-know what the state
of that contract is, but we would obvi-
ously have to wait for that to expire be-
fore we could take any such measures.

Anthony Barbisan, director of York’s
card and food services, says the contract
with Pepsi will expire on Aug. 31, 2011,
but claimed the university hasn’t decided
yet whether or not it will be renewed.

As it stands, York stu-
dents are divided on the issue.

“Personally, I'm against banning
bottled water; says Shayan Mannan,
a fourth-year law and society student.
“] think we should be able to purchase
water if we want to. It's one of life’s es-

sentials. If there were more fountains

on campus I might use them more
often, but I still think we should be
able to purchase water if we want to”

Saad Khan, a third-year market-
ing  student, believes differently.

“I'm very against the selling of bot-
tled water; Khan says. “Frankly, I think
it's a rip-off. I live in residence and at
some of our events we have bottled
water, which is ridiculous because in
residence we have water everywhere”

A ban on bottled water isn't likely to
happen anytime before York’s contract
with Pepsi is up, but if the ban is ever
to be implemented, Sandberg believes
that it would have to involve a collec-
tive effort from students and faculties.

“It depends on the determination and
the pressure that students, faculties and
departments put on York," says Sandberg.

Bitch to a boss

If you're fed up with Dalhousie’s parking space or want a better place to

study, complain about it somewhere that matters.

An organizer of the Campus Master Plan — a major cross-campus develop-
ment plan —started a blog last May to gather community input. Facilities
Management employee Laura Masching’s posts encourage discussion
about different campus concerns, ranging from bicycle parking lots to

classroom sizes.

The blog started after Dal hosted workshops about the Master Campus
Plan last March. The university invited faculty, staff, students and members
of the surrounding community to discuss the university’s structural needs.

Join the on-going conversation at blogs.dal.ca/campusplan/

-Lucy Scholey, Assistant News Editor

Save the date: Society fair

Whether your calling is slacklining, speaking Spanish, or supporting sus-
tainability there’s a society for you! Catch the society fair on Sept.14 to find

the extracurricular for you.

Societies and clubs give students opportunities to play an active role in the
Dal community. They aren’t just a place to meet new people with similar
interests: they are a great way to supplement you academic education with

learning experiences you can have a say in creating.

Latin American music, South Asian dance and cuisine, fair trade coffee
giveaways, cheap access to lessons, and early experience in political orga-

nizing are all experiences brought to you by student societies.

-Sagan Pope, News Contributor

Another toonie to Transit

Your tuition may be frozen, but is your bus fare?

The cost of the U-pass included in all full-time students’ tuition increased
to $118 from $116. This pass covers unlimited use of city buses and ferries

for students throughout the fall and winter terms.

During the summer months, students can purchase a monthly metro pass

in concession

on July 1.

says the U-pass
th our general fare increase”” Bus fares went up

The new price isn't frozen, since Metro Transit has reserved the right to
raise fares. Metro Transit must notify universities of price increases six

months in advance.

The last bus fare increase was January 2005, before Dalhousie adopted the

U-pass program.
-Michelle Hampson, News Contributor

News tips can be submitted to gazettenewsdesk@gmail.com. Tipsters will
not be disclosed, but news brief writers will be acknowledged at the end of

each piece.
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Shutting the do

Dal’s master plan excludes non-traditional residence space

Katie Ingram
News Contributor

hen Dalhousie sold Fenwick

Place last year, the university

community lost the last large
non-traditional residence the school
may ever have. According to Jeff Lamb,
the assistant vice-president of Facilities
Management, the university has no plans
to replace the type of housing Fenwick of-
fered.

“The Campus Plan is looking at a mix-
ture of needs and future enrolment. It's
healthy in residence to have a mixture
of students,” says Lamb, who is involved
in Dal’s campus master plan. “The plan
is geared toward more traditional resi-
dences. We are for looking (at) an ap-
propriate mixture of students in these
buildings to bring a more communal
feeling to all of the Dalhousie campuses”

For more than three decades, Fenwick
Place housed over 500 Dal students per
year in apartments. Last year, after de-
ciding it would be too expensive to fix
the building’s infrastructure issues, Dal-
housie sold it to Templeton Properties.

“Although Fenwick wasn’t in the best
condition, it provided mature students
with a place to live, says Rob DuMer-
ton, who lived in Fenwick during the
2007 to 2008 school year. “Most of these
students come from away and need aca-
demic focused areas to live in. Traditional
residences are more focused on under-
graduate students, especially freshmen”

Lamb says that the decision to
close Fenwick Place was also based
on the university’s projection of the
student population in coming years.

“It's pointless to spend $25 (mil-

“It’s pointless
to spend $25
(million), $30
million to fix a
BUilding,” he
said. “It would
be better to in-
vest the money
in the rest of

campus.”

lion), $30 million to fix a building,
he says. “It would be better to invest
the money in the rest of campus’

Verity Turpin, communications di-
rector in Dal’s student community
services, says the closure of Fenwick
Place didn’t affect the number of stu-
dents that seek help from the uni-
versity’s off-campus housing service.

“Years ago, we used to have a lot stu-
dents come to us about housing, but that
haschanged becauseoftheinternetand the

The student union hoped new residence projects would include spaces for mature students, but

Dal's Master plan would Incorporate this population Info fradifional residences. Paul Balite

university’s incorporation of the U-Pass.

Turpin also says vacancy
rates in Halifax are improving.

In Halifax, the vacancy rate — or per-
centage of vacant rental units — is 3.8
per cent according to a June 2009 re-
lease by the Canadian Mortgage and
Housing Corporation. That’s higher
than the average rate in Canada’s 35
biggest cities, but lower than the rate
in other maritime cities like Moncton.

Although rent in Fenwick Place was
barely cheaper than other places in the
city ($1076 for an unfurnished two bed-
room apartment), some of the building’s
advantages made it attractive to lower
income students. Renters had the op-
tion to get eight-month leases for fur-
nished apartments. The fees were often
bundled into tuition payments, making
it easy for students to use scholarships
and loans to cover living expenses. The
building also had floors set aside for in-
ternational students. Plus the 24-hour
security was a bonus for single par-
ents or students with young children.

“Fenwick at least served to help these
groups and give them a safe and affordable
place to live,” says Elizabeth McCormack,
director of the Dalhousie Women'’s Cen-
tre. “Now those who can't afford a good
apartment have to live in dumps because
good apartments in Halifax are expensive”

With Fenwick’s closure, McCor-
mack says the only places that could
fill the void are Peter Green Hall and
Glengary Apartments, which is only a
16-unit building, compared to the 252-

unit Penwick Place. Peter Green Hall’s
112 units are open to students of all the
post-secondary institutions in the city.

Hannah Brown, a NSCAD stu-
dent who lived and worked in Fen-
wick Place, says Dal’s Glengary Apart-
ments “has a waiting list that is very
long, now that Fenwick is gone”

Alex Myhre, another former resi-
dent of Fenwick, says he’s disap-
pointed by the sale of the property.

“In  general, it feels like Dal-
housie would rather build new fa-
cilities than properly maintain the
ones they already have he says.

The student union doesnt know
whether the university consulted stu-
dents about plans to close the building.

“If no consultation occurred, we find it
very troubling,’ says DSU President Shan-
non Zimmerman. “Our hope is that when
the university makes major decisions
that will affect a number of students,
some form of consultation will occur”

“We feel that (any new project) should
include non-traditional forms of residence
that can house more mature students”

McCormack says students need to
speak up and give themselves a voice,
or the campus will continue to cater
to what the administration feels is cor-
rect. She says that is the administration
seeks to promote “a small, narrow and
exclusive model of what the campus is”

“That outlook is not a reality,’ she
says. “The university is full of diversity.

News

Hope for child soldiers

Beah shares his experiences at Dalhousie public talk

Laura Conrad
News Contributor

hild soldier recruitment still pos-

es a serious problem for several
conflict-ridden countries, but

two survivors say there’s reason for hope.
At 13, Ishmael Beah was recruited as

a child soldier in Sierra Leone’s vicious
civil war. John Kon Kelei from Sudan,
also a former child soldier, fought in his
country’s conflict at the age of five. Last
month, both survivors shared their ex-
periences at a Dalhousie public talk.
“We speak not only for child soldiers,
but for every child in a war zone," said
Kelei, who now works for several child
soldier rehabilitation groups and is un-
dertaking a master’s degree in Interna-
tional and European Law. “The problem
is not history. (Child soldier recruitment)
is happening now. But there is hope”
This statement reflected the overall
theme of the evening’s event — to en-
courage students and all community
members to get involved in this cause.
“To help solve this issue, be active,’
the now 26-year-old said. “If I am able
to do something, you are able to do it,
too. Don't feel guilt, but think about
how you can make change. Please know
things are possible and we are not lost”
The event — From Youth Affected by
War to Advocates of Peace: Rediscover-
ing Youth Strength and Resilience — al-
lowed Beah and Kelei to recount their
experiences and lead a discussion about
the problems and possible solutions sur-
rounding the global issue of child soldiers.
In 2007, the number of child soldiers
worldwide was in the tens of thousands,
according to an estimate from the Coali-
tion to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers. The
non-governmental organization, dedicat-

ed to researching and preventing child war
combatants, said child soldier recruitment
occurred in 17 countries during that year.

The Rebecca Cohn Auditorium re-
mained completely silent as Beah
launched into his childhood experi-
ence. His is a story filled with fight-
ing, killing, weapons and drugs.

“People do not have an understanding
of what the war does to human beings,’
the author of the best-selling A Long Way
Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier said.
“Whenever you hear a gunshot — that’s
where the next chapter of your life begins”

Kelei’s message complimented Beah’s
story, as he described how he had to
leave his simple life of tending cattle and
walk for days to an army training camp

“My colleagues and 1, we don't
like talking about our past - it
brings us bad memories, he said.

Despite his complicated story, Kelei
focused his talk on the positive. He said
he and other child soldier survivors
share their experiences “with courage,
for those who are still fighting. There are
some who are still waiting, waiting to face
what I had to face. I am here for them,
and to give you a face to this problem”

Grace Akallo, another former child
soldier from Uganda, delivered a similar
message. Akallo intended to speak at the
event, but couldn’t due to travel compli-
cations. Her statement explained how she
wanted to “show the very real suffering of
children affected by war,” and “put a hu-
man face to the children who may not
be seen and whose suffering is invisible.”

When an audience member asked
whether he was angry about his past, Beah
said, “I am not angry anymore. What an-
gers me now is when people turn a blind
eye to the suffering. But I try to channel
it in a positive way — by taking action”

LSAT MCAT
GMAT GRE

Preparation Seminars

¢ Complete 30-Hour Seminars

¢ Convenient Weekend Schedule
* Proven Test-Taking Strategies

¢ Experienced Course Instructors
¢ Comprehensive Study Materials
¢ Simulated Practice Exams

¢ Limited Class Size

* Free Repeat Policy

¢ Personal Tutoring Available

* Thousands of Satisfied Students

OXFORD SEMINARS

1-800-269-6719
416-924-3240
www.oxfordseminars.ca

5262 Sackville Street
downtown Halifax
Tel.425-2140

strangeadventures.com

Toyvs, games, manga & more!
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There’s life beyond campus

10 things to do in Halifax according to a Nova Scotia native

Kristin Slaney
News Contributor

1

those

Inhale pancakes at the Ardmore
Tea Room
These will be a godsend on
particularly painful hangover
mornings, post-frosh celebrations, when
the meal hall just won't cut it. Picture a
pancake the size of your face. Now pic-
ture it slightly larger. That, friends, is an
Ardmore pancake. One is usually more
than enough to fill you. They're cheaper
than anywhere else in town. And they're
listed on the menu as “pancakes good
size” What's more endearing than that?
(Ardmore Tea Room, 6499 Quinpool Rd.)
2. Turnpagesatjohn W.DoullBookseller
Students can’t rely on the university
bookstore alone. John W. Doull Booksell-
er sells used books at reasonable prices.
You can spend hours wandering around,
looking high above your head at ceiling
height bookshelves and towering piles of
books everywhere. An excellent reason
to ignore your science textbook. (John
W. Doull Bookseller, 1684 Barrington St.)
3.Rentanoffbeatflickat VideoDifference
If youre going to put off an essay
that’s due tomorrow, at least procras-
tinate the right way. Open 24-7, Video
Difference boasts the largest movie se-
lection in Atlantic Canada. “VD” stocks
anything from new releases to silent
films, foreign movies to box sets. And
there’s even a return box at the Stu-
dent Union Building. Nothing gets your
brain in the essay zone like watching
the full first season of Quantum Leap.
(Video Difference, 6086 Quinpool Rd.)
4. Find yourself in Point Pleasant Park
Eventually the reality of university life
will set in. Frosh week will end, classes
will start and you'll come to the shock-
ing realization that school is hard. Before
having a classic meltdown — “What am I
doing in university? I think I'll run off and
join the circus instead” — journey to Point
Pleasant Park. Take a jog to work out your
stress. Or sit down on one of the rocks by
the frog pond, breathe deeply, and calmly
remind yourself of how pissed your mom
would be if you told her you were joining
the circus. (Point Pleasant Park, the end of
Tower Rd. near Saint Mary’s University)
5. Feel the chill of a Halifax ghost tour
Halifax has been around since 1749,

Need Cutiine
Photographer credit

and with all its history comes a spooky
side as well. Take a walking tour of the
downtown or Citadel Hill, complete witha
guide to tell you all the popular ghost sto-
ries attached to our historical buildings.

6. Navigate the Halifax Farmers’ Market

‘The Farmer’s Market is probably one
of the most worthwhile places to see
in Halifax, but it also opens the earli-
est. Every Saturday morning from 7 a.m.
to 1 p.m., the courtyard of the Brewery
Market fills with merchants, shoppers
and some of the best smells in the city.
Try a Hali-famous cinnamon roll from
Mary’s Bread Basket, watch some of the
musicians busking or buy some fresh lo-
cal produce to combat your fast food
consumption. (Halifax Farmers’ Market,
Brewery Market, 1496 Lower Water St.)

7. Take a ferry ride

The ferry ride to and from Dart-
mouth provides one of the best views
of the city. The Metro Transit U-Pass is
included in your tuition, so use it to ex-
plore. Head down to the waterfront, get
on a ferry to Alderney Landing and wan-
der around a bit. Every Tuesday through
Saturday until August 31, catch DaPoPo
Theatre performing impromptu histori-
cal scenes on the upper deck. (Halifax
ferry terminal, Lower Water Street)

8.Soakupsomecultureatfallartsfestivals

It’s no surprise this city has a vibrant
arts scene. Introduce yourself by attending

i

some of the festivals happening through-
out Halifax this fall. At the Atlantic Fringe
Festival (Sept. 3 to 13) you can watch an
alternative play downtown for $5 and see
what local actors and directors are creat-
ing. Check out the Atlantic Shorts at the

~ Atlantic Film Festival (Sept. 17 to 26) to

ers produced in 2008/2009. The Halifax
Pop Explosion (Oct. 20 to 24) showcases
local music at events such as Just Friends
Brunch, which features live music and
breakfast food. A winning combination.

9.Findthriftygemsatusedclothingstores

So you spent all the money your par-
ents gave you when you left Ontario.
Don't fear. Halifax has cheap but stylish
options available to you, especially in the
used clothing department. Second hand
clothing shops are tucked into seemingly
innocent side streets off Spring Garden
Road. (Dressed in Time, 5670 Spring
Garden Rd.; Spree, 1530 Brunswick St.)

10. Paint pottery at Clay Café

Mid-terms will come sooner than you
think. For the first time in your life, you
might have to actually study to do well
on an exam. There’s no better way to re-
gain sanity after your test than spending
some blissful hours at Clay Café mind-
lessly painting pottery. Sit on a stool,
paint a mug and allow yourself to slowly
forget everything you crammed into your
head. (Clay Café, 6413 Quinpool Rd.)

An alternative welcome

Students gain education, experience in ALT 101

Samantha Durnford
News Contributor

ant to get more active and in-
volved in your community this
year? ALT 101 is an educational

alternative to the regular concert, games
and competitive events at Orientation
Week.

ALT 101, an initiative of Nova Sco-
tia Public Interest Research Group
(NSPIRG), is a calendar of events through-
out September and October organized
by students and non-Dal Haligonians.

Sebastien Labelle, co-organizer of ALT
101 and a fourth-year Dalhousie stu-
dent, says the event is designed to help
students to explore their community.

“While parties and games are impor-
tant, the organizers of ALT 101 want to

complement existing frosh series with
events -that will allow students to dis-
cover the region’s many identity groups,
grassroots organizations and social
movements,” says Labelle in an e-mail.

He says students can discover com-
munity groups while also assessing the
strengths and weaknesses of society and
“how they — as students and community
members — can begin to participate in
ways to change society for the better”

The program, now in its fourth year,
will host events from Sept. 2 to Oct. 3.
Events include a bike tour of local gar-
dens, a series of lectures about femi-
nism and women’s rights called DWC
Feminism 101, a tenancy rights work-
shop and media training with CKDU,

Emily Davidson, Go North! Co-
ordinator, says ALT 101 is an event

which “acts as a bridge between stu-
dents and the wider community”

She says the Go North! Studio and
Gallery Tour aims to welcome people to
the arts community of the North End.

Labelle says ALT 101 is important to
Dal due to a new wave of student activism.

“The growing momentum of ALT
101 and of a youth culture dissatis-
fied with status quo in civil rights,
foreign intervention and environ-
mental policies indicate that there is a
growing need for events like (these)”

Students looking for more informa-
tion about ALT 101 or a detailed calen-
dar of events can search Halifax ALT 101
on Facebook or visit www.nspirg.org.

Meet your new best friends advil and pepfo. | Siock phofo

Dealing with those darn post-
frosh week blues

Michelle Hampson
News Contributor

ime to put your nose to the grind-
T;tone, put your shoulder to the wheel

and work your fingers to the bone. In
other words, turn your brain on and get
your pen out because in case you didn't
know, school has started.

It’s hard to get back into school mode.
Especially after that incredible frosh
week when new friends were made,
drinks were had and parties were thrown.
The party doesn't have to stop here,
though. It just has to slow down a bit.

An excellent way to get over the post-
frosh week blues is to find a good bal-
ance between books and fun. You don't
want to fall behind on your studies, but
at the same time, you want to take advan-
tage of the best time of the year to make
new friends. Spend a bit of time on both.

A great way to meet people with simi-
lar interests is by joining societies. Dal-
housie has no shortage of these. There are
societies for horseback riding, tea, wine,
figure skating, dancing, camping, sustain-
ability, biochemistry, English, rowing and
so on and so forth. Check out the Tiger
Society website to find the perfect one.

Going to the gym on a regular basis
is a good idea. It keeps the endorphins
going and you can meet new people at
the gym. Burn off that freshman fifteen
before you gain it and you'll feel great.

Your gym membership is included in
tuition fees, so there really aren’t any ex-
cuses. A swimming pool, weight room,
running track and group fitness classes are
available at the Dalplex. For extra fees, you
can try the cardio room or rock climbing.

Staying mentally fit is important too.

That brain might be a bit rusty after
four months of no textbooks - warm
it up with a few crosswords or Sudoku,
Ease into some intellectual conversa-
tions with friends before you wildly
and passionately delve into an in-
tense political battle in front of your
political science class of 250 people.

If you need some help getting start-
ed academically, the Writing Centre
is at your disposal. It’s located on the

ground floor of the Killam Library in
room G40C. Appointments are free,
since it's a service included in your tu-
ition fees. That’s the place to go if you
need help or advice with an essay.

The Writing Centre provides free
seminars on writing. On Sept. 16
there’s a seminar on research papers
at 5 pm. There is another seminar for
science papers on Sept. 26 at 5 p.m.

Right after frosh week is also the
time to get organized. It's the time to
buy binders, highlight due dates and
plan out some form of order for all
your future notes. Seriously, it's now
or never. Handling the work load well
during the post-frosh week blues will
make the mid-term blues less brutal.

The stress that school brings can make
it harder to deal with personal problems.
If you're feeling anxious, want someone to
talk to or need help but don’t know where
to turn, you can visit the Dalhousie Coun-
selling Services Centre on the fourth
floor of the Student Union Building.

Homesickness might be kicking in
at this point too. Long distance phone
plans are truly beautiful and should be
taken advantage of. Sometimes it can
be hard to find a nicely priced plan, but
there’s always Skype, MSN and other
types of web conversation to keep in
touch with those far away loved ones.

Res rooms can be cold if you're feel-
ing homesick, so personalizing your
room might make it feel more welcom-
ing. Add some colour, cool gadgets or
anything that reminds you of home.

Don't be too attached to your old home,
though. Explore your new one. Halifax
has some amazing music and comedy. A
walk along the harbour and downtown
will give you a taste of this unique city.

And last but not least, Advil and
Pepto usually fall in the post-frosh
week category. Meet your new best
friends. Just try and make a few
real friends, too, and you'll be set.

Find links to the resources mentioned
in this article at our website, www.dalga-
zette.com.
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RESOURCES FOR LOW-INCOME STUDENTS

There are many ways to get things for free around here.

prices into account, going to school

at Dalhousie can cost some students
$15,000 per year. After four years of study
with that price tag, many undergrads will
graduate poor, or in debt. But some are
already poor at the beginning of their
degrees, and the high estimate of yearly
costs may seem threatening and over-
whelming.

If you're suffering from financial bur-
dens, you're not alone. Between Sep-
tember 2007 and March 2008, $2 mil-
lion worth of university bursaries were
awarded to students who proved financial
need. Here are some serious money-
saving options for low-income students.

I f you take living expenses and textbook

Shelter:

Student co-op

If you've had one too many conflicts
with your landlord, consider co-oper-
ative housing. The Metro Student Liv-
ing Co-operative, founded by Dal stu-
dents, has been working to make this
type of housing available to students.

A co-operative is a housing model
where tenants are members of a deci-
sion-making body and pay housing fees
into a communal pot. The co-op does
not profit off the fees of its members.
Instead the money goes toward im-
provements and repair as needed, and
as directed by the membership. Because
co-op housing is a not-for-profit model,
it is usually cheaper than paying rent.

Several established co-ops in the
city have vacancies. Metro Student Liv-
ing forged a partnership with Path-
ways Housing, a co-op management
company, to help students get into
these units, which are sometimes
eligible for government subsidies.

For a full list of Pathways vacancies
go to www.pathwayshousing.ca/va-
cancies.php, or dial them at 444-7277.

Affordable rent from government

The Department of Community
Services funds affordable housing for
low-income single-parents who attend
university and are interested in renting.
Applicants must be full-time students
who are working toward a first degree, the
lone custodial parent of the child or chil-
dren, approved for a Nova Scotia student
loan, and also eligible for public housing.
If you can check off those boxes, read
more about it at www.gov.ns.ca/coms/
housing/rental/LoneParentStudent.html,
or contact the Metro Regional housing
authority toll free at 1-800-565-8859.

Peter Green Hall Student
Family Housing Co-op

Married students who decided to take
affordable housing into their own hands
built the Peter Green Hall in the 1960s.
To be a member of this apartment com-

plex co-op, applicants must be a married
or cohabitating couple, a single parent or
a couple with children. At least one par-
ent must be a full-time university student.
Each  one-bedroom  unit costs
$645 a month. Each two-bedroom
goes for $805, utilities included. Resi-
dents are also expected to contrib-
ute at least a couple hours of volun-
teer work each month to the society.
For more information, go to
www.petergreenhall.dal.ca.

Herizons  for  single  mothers

Nova Scotia has the highest propor-
tion of single parent families in Canada,
according the YWCA’s housing program
brochure. Herizons, one such program for
single moms in Halifax, has space to house
up to five families led by single moms.

“Recent statistics show that there
were 228 single parents attending uni-
versity who applied for student assis-
tance in HRM,” the YWCA website says.

Nova Scotia has some of the highest
tuition rates in the country, and rent for a
two-bedroom apartment averages $899 a
month. Education is not always an option
for those who would most benefit from it.

Women at Herizons have access
to more ‘than just an apartment; they
have on-site, after-hours childcare,
emergency staff, access to referrals
and advocacy services, and are sur-
rounded by a supportive community.

Phone 902.423%6162 ext. 222 or
email w.hill@ywcahalifax.com to apply.

Food:

Dalhousie Student Union Food Bank
The Dalhousie Student Union runs
a food bank out of the basement of the
Student Union building. Just by flash-
ing your DalCard, you can walk away

Bethany Home | News Editor

with an armful of canned goods and
other non-perishables for free, right here
on campus, .to help during those tight
grocery weeks. The hours of operation
depend on the number of volunteers.

For more information, contact VP
(internal) Mark Hobbs at 494-1276.

Parker Street Food Bank

Clients of the Parker Street food bank
begin lining up at the Maynard Street
location half an hour before the doors
open at 8:30 a.m. The Parker Street Food
Bank is different from most because it
fills orders more frequently — every three
weeks — and lets folks choose which
foods they want to take home, instead of
giving out mystery grab bags. The food
bank also stocks fresh fruit and veg-
etables and a variety of donated bread.

Bring some bags, as well as a Nova
Scotia Health card or proof of resi-
dence, to 2415 Maynard St. on Monday,
Wednesday or Friday mornings. For
more information contact 425-2125.

Free meals

There are several places in the city
that serve free meals on different days of
the week. On Sunday, Saint Matthew’s
United Church serves breakfast between
9 a.m. and 10 a.m. at 1279 Barrington St.

For lunch on Sundays, try the free
vegetarian meals shared by the activists
of Food Not Bombs. The group meets
at 1 p.m. on the front steps of the North
Branch library at 2285 Gottingen St. Get
your Sunday supper at 6036 Coburg Rd.
in the gymnasium of St. Andrews Unit-
ed Church between 4 am. and 6 p.m.

On Monday, bring your re-usable mug
to the Student Union Building between
9 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. and get some free
coffee or tea at SustainDal’s Muggy Mon-
days stand. They will be there every week

of the school year to raise awareness
about our habits of waste, and to fight
back with piping hot caffeine rewards.

Monday to Friday, Hope Cot-
tage at 2435 Brunswick St. is open for
evening meals from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m.

On Tuesday, with a re-useable con-
tainer and your own cutlery in hand,
you can get vegetarian food by donation
from the Tuppy Tuesdays table, another
SustainDal initiative. Tuppy Tuesdays
will start during frosh week and con-
tinue every week of the school year.

On Wednesday, Food Not Bombs
re-appears at the Spring Garden Li-
brary at 5381 Spring Garden Rd. at 5
p.m. to serve their vegetarian fare. This
meal is targeted at university students.

On Saturday, St. George’s Anglican
Church at 2222 Brunswick St. opens
between 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. for dinner.

Hard cash:

Dalhousie bursaries

Although this cash source is not meant
to fund your whole education, it does a
nice job at filling in the gaps. Students
who have financial need, and have applied
for a student loan, can apply for fall bursa-
ries from Sept. 15 to Oct. 15. The amount
awarded can depend on your estimated
need, the funds the university has available
and the number of applicants, but it usu-
ally ranges between $200 and $600 a term.
Go to moneymatters.dal.ca/bursaries/
index.html to download an application.

Dalhousie Women's Centre bursaries

The Dal Women’s Centre offers the
only financial support on campus for stu-
dents with children. Students can apply
for bursaries throughout the school year.
More information is available on the cen-
tre’s website: www.dalwomenscentre.ca.

Temporary loans

Dal offers interest-free emergency
loans of up to $1,000 to help students
pay for living expenses until they can
find additional funding. These loans are
available for 30 days, but could cover
a period of up to 90 days. Applicants
need to prove they can pay the money
back. Applications are processed ev-
ery week and are due on Wednesdays.
To read the fine print or to print out
an application form, go to www.mon-
eymatters.dal.ca/04_temploans.html.

E X t r a s

Parker  Street  furniture  bank

The people at Parker Street run a fur-
niture bank in addition to a food bank.
They redistribute donated furniture
to families with proven needs (though
sometimes a delivery fee applies). If you
have a Nova Scotia health card, drop by
during office hours to fill out an applica-
tion for that bed, dresser, table or couch
you need. If they don’t have an item
you are looking for, they can add your
name to a waiting list and let you know
when new donations come in. Call 453-
4886 to schedule a pick-up or drop-off.

Dalhousie Student Union
online book exchange

The DSU textbook exchange web-
site allows students to sell their old
course books for any price. Users of
the site can search the directory by
title, author, subject or ISBN, and can
contact the seller directly by e-mail.

Although  professors  frequently
update their requirements to new-
est “editions, this is not always the
case, nor does it always mean the con-
tent of the old edition is different.

Do some research and search for
books you need at www.tigerbooks.ca.

If you can’t find what you're looking
for, don’t forget that many students also
post their books for sale on the www.dal.

Dal Women’s Centre child care
This little house on South Street near
Dalplex is packed with support for low-
income students, but their programs
can change from year to year. One thing
stays the same: volunteers offer child-
care to help single-parent students. A
clothing bank, toy bank and commu-
nity kitchen are squeezed into the space.
On the third Thursday of the month,
the centre hosts a “Students With Families
Meet and Greet”. Enjoy a potluck provid-
ed by the centre’s women and meet poten-
tial childcare volunteers. Film screenings,
support groups and other social events
are always going on in the centre’s lounge.
Drop by 6286 South St., or visit the web-
sitementionedaboveformoreinformation.

:
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Memoirs of a boy soldier

Tim Mitchell
Features Editor

hen he was 12, Ishmael Beah
left home with his older brother
and a friend to rap at a talent

competition in neighbouring town Mat-
tru Jong, Sierra Leone. They decided to
walk the 16 miles to save money. They'd
learned about hip-hop from American
television and when Beah first saw the
music video for Sugarhill’s “Rapper’s De-
light” he was impressed by how fast they
could speak English to the beat of the
music. He and his older brother, Junior,
would imitate the rappers’ dances, and
learning the lyrics helped improve their
English vocabulary.

On this January day in 1993, Beah did
not think to say goodbye to his parents,
nor tell anyone where they were going.

“We didn't know that we were leav-
ing home, never to return’ wrote
Beah in his book, A Long Way
Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier.

Beah spent the next few months of
his life running from town to town, try-
ing to avoid the rebels out of fear of being
killed or captured — trying to stay alive.

“We were so hungry that it hurt to
drink water and we felt cramps in our
guts,” he wrote. “It was as though some-
thing were eating the insides of our stom-
achs. Our lips became parched and our
joints weakened and ached. I began to
feel my ribs when I touched my sides”

“Over 16 years after he left home,
Beah shared his story at a public talk
on Aug. 27, hosted by Dalhousie, en-
titled From Youth Affected by War
to Advocates of Peace: Rediscovering

. Youth Strength and Resilience. Two

other former child soldiers joined him.

In his book and during the talk,
Beah set the scene for his early child-
hood. Sierra Leone was ravaged by civil
war. Rebels opposing the government,

known as the Revolutionary United

Front (RUF), attacked Beah’s hometown
of Mogbwemo. The rebels systematically
took control of villages like Beah’s, loot-
ing houses for food and supplies, and
recruiting children to fight in the war.

Like his parents, Beah was sepa-

“Ishmael Beah and nine other child soldiers speak at Dalhousie.

Ishmael Beah looks on as another child soldler tells his story. | Josh Boyter

rated from his brother and friends
when rebels attacked another town.
He was forced to survive on his own
—~ once narrowly escaping capture.

Beah was almost reunited with his
family before he learned that the vil-
lage they had been seeking refuge in
had been destroyed with no survivors.
It wasn’t until he made it to a town con-
trolled by the government army that he
thought he finally found refuge from
the war and safety from the violence.

Fe = was wrong.

“All that darkened the mood of the
village was the sight of orphaned chil-
dren,” he wrote. “There were over thirty
boys between the ages of seven and six-
teen. I was one of them. Apart from
this, there were no indications that
our childhood was threatened, much
less- that we would be robbed of it”

At 13, Beah was recruited as a child
soldier. For two years of his life, he
fought rebels alongside the army. He
became addicted to marijuana, co-
caine and brown-brown (a mixture of
cocaine and gun powder) in order to
numb the pain and make it easier to kill.

Beah wrote about the first time
he executed a prisoner by slic-
ing his throat with a bayonet.

“I didn't feel a thing for him, didn’t
think that much about what I was do-
ing. I just waited for the corporal’s order.
The prisoner was simply another rebel
who was responsible for the death of my
family, as I had come to truly believe”

At 15, Beah was released from the
fighting after UNICEF members negoti-
ated his release. He was put through the
process of disarmament, demobilization
and reintegration (DDR), a process that
organizations like the Child Soldiers Ini-
tiative have developed to help child sol-
diers make the transition to a normal life.

Beah spent eight months of his life in
a rehabilitation centre, suffering from
withdrawal and experiencing flashbacks
and nightmares. He was told, “It was
not your fault again and again, until
one day the meaning finally sank in, and
he began feeling remorse for what he
did as a child soldier, rather than pride.

With the help of organizations like
UNICEF, Beah was able to escape the
fighting in Sierra Leone, finish school at
the United Nations International School
in New York and graduate with a BA
in political science from Oberlin Col-
lege. Today he lives in New York and is
a member of Human Rights Watch Chil-
dren’s Division Advisory Committee.

Features

Gazette Features publishes one
long feature or two short features
every week. Email Tim at features@
dalgazette.com to pitch an idea

Features

Tim Mitchell Features editor
features@dalgazette.com

Youth cam on campus

Local director searches for first years willing to be filmed

Tim Mitchell
Features Editor

e ]
rthur Canning is sitting in a
bright corner of a Pub in north
end Halifax.

“There’s something kind of irre-
sistible about that energy of the first
year at university,’ he says with a boy-
ish grin — the sun shining on his face.
“I think for a lot of kids, it's their first
time away from mom and dad. First
year energy is something. I like it”

Canning, the self-taught filmmak-
er, is explaining why he’s searching
for university students to document
their first days at school in a short film.

“With my own university experience,
which wasn't particularly long, I do un-
derstand how precious those years are
now, having turned 39 recently. It just
really appeals to me, the thought of be-
ing a part of that section of life for a little
while, the energy that’s only there once,
that first year of university. I think I kind
of like the idea of sharing that for a little
while and turning it into something cool”

Canning has worked in ‘the ser-
vice industry for 23 years of his life,
now he’s done with it. He recently put
in his two weeks notice at his serv-
ing job, and doesn't intend to go back.

“I don’t even know how I'm going to
pay for September’s rent, but I don’t care,’
he says. “I have such a sense of freedom”

He's decided to follow his passion
for filmmaking, no matter the cost.

“I don’t have a penny, 1 don’t have

a job, but I do have ambition — a

lot of it — and a camera] he says.

He recalls his own first year as a student
in 1988at Mount Saint Vincent University.

“I had a philosophy professor
who told me, ‘If you want to learn
anything, leave here! 1 said, ‘OK!
So I did, and 1 never went back”

“Most of school was just spent chas-
ing girls, having fun with my buddies,
but art was the one thing I was so seri-
ous about. I wanted to go to art col-
lege. 1 wanted to pursue that, and
that somehow got watered down”

Canning didn't finish his degree, but
that didn’t stop him from learning about
the movie industry. He started a film
company called “Gift Shop Pictures”
with his partner Jared Mclnnis about two

years ago, and together they’ve been writ-
ing films four or five times a week. Now
they've decided to start producing films.

They were recently granted the
rights to make a film for a Stephen
King short story titled Mrs. Todd's
Shortcut, which they will film in the
fall and spring of this year. For Can-
ning, it will be his first act as a producer.

He hasdirected one before,ashort com-
edy that he titled the Craig Barfing Video.

“It's a movie that I shot unbeknownst
to a friend years ago after a night of
drinking. I had a camera that someone
had given to me, and he started getting
sick and I thought, ‘Oh my god, this is
my opportunity. I started shooting it and
treated it like it was a little movie, try-
ing to get good angles and make it look
nice, all the while, keeping him from no-
ticing,’ Canning says with a laugh. “So
about ten minutes into this 20-minute
open, he sees the camera and gets irate
in the process because now he feels he’s
being humiliated but he doesn’t have
the physical wherewithal to stop me’

He swears that no one can watch
the video without cracking up.

As for the first year student doc-
umentary, he says he isnt look-
ing for anything specific, just any-
one interesting, ‘quirky or funny.

“I want to see what other people might
have forideas. We've got the camera. We've
got the sound. What do you want to do?”

“It could be the first week. It could
be a specific adventure. Maybe they
want to actually have some dinner party
that degenerates into a drunk fest. Any
sort of idea that anyone has. Ideally, I
would follow a group of kids around
for a weekend, and then sit down, and
talk about what we've shot and how
we want to cut it up into a little movie.

Canning says the proj-
ect will have to be a paid thing,
but that the numbers are flexible.

“The camera itself rents for about
$200 a day — $300 with me or some-
body else using it. It’s not about the
money. First and foremost it's about
doing something cool. Second, it’s the
fact that I do have to pay my bills”

If you're interested in document-
ing your first days at university, you
can contact Arthur Canning by
email at arthurrcanning@yahoo.com
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Gazette Opinions welcomes any
opinion backed up with facts, but
we don't publish rants. Email Kaley

at opinions@dalgazette.com to
contribute.

opinions@dalgazette.com

SAFE SEX SHOULD BE SENSATIONAL, NOT SENSATIONALIZED

“ If you have sex, you will get Chla-
mydia and die”

Since puberty, the majority of
us have been offered some variation on
these words of wisdom. Occasionally,
well-meaning authority figures will also
pepper these monologues with such trite
phrases as “just say no,” and “always ask.’

I have a serious problem with these
ultimatums. Instead of recognizing
sexually active students as adults and
promoting a healthy dialogue about sex
and relationships, these ultimatums
add to a culture of fear surrounding sex.

These sound bytes tend to describe
sex to girls not as something they should
expect to enjoy, but as a weapon that
will be foisted upon them by a mysteri-
ous predator lurking in a bush. Similarly,
in a threatening and coercive tone, they
practically beg boys to restrain sup-
posedly natural tendencies towards as-
sault, “please, take a couple seconds and
check if your partner is breathing first!”

I think this column can
do a little better than that.

I'm not saying that now that we've en-
tered our collegiate years, frosh week will
be a beacon of hope, light and sexual libera-
tion. On the contrary, years of substandard
sexual education and culturally ingrained
taboos have left many of us unprepared

Katie Toth | Sex Columnist

“Lef's each take a small share of responsibliity for creating a safe, sex-positive, campus culiure.”
| Paul Balite

for living sort-of on our own, often filled
with raging hormones, occasionally sur-
rounded by alcohol and potentially armed
with little other than a meagre sense of how
to put a condom on a phallic piece of fruit.

So let’s shake things up. Let’s each take a
small share of responsibility for creating a
positive, safe sex campus culture. First, go

buy a bottle of lube and/or some toys, lock
the door and have some fun with your-
self. Venus Envy. Barrington Street. Go.

When you feel comfortable with your-
self, you'llbe so much betterat playing with
a friend (if you're into that kind of thing).

The first step is checking in and mak-
ing sure your advances are desired. How-

ever, consent is not just about asking.
The second, and most important, step is
listening to your partner. You're not just
waiting for permission to lick their tasty
treat — you're trying to get them off. This
endeavour is much, much easier when
you are paying attention to their response.

And don't forget at least one type of

protection. You want to have a nice bar-
rier between your fluids and theirs. Con-
dom, dental dam, vaginal condom, latex
gloves there are many options for many
pleasures: Free condoms and dental dams
are usually easy to find on campus. Check
the Dalhousie Women’s Centre, DalOUT
or Dal Health. Dal Health and the Hali-
fax Sexual Health Centre also offer oral
contraceptives and emergency contra-
ceptives (think Plan B) at a reduced cost.

Once we've made sure to understand
our selves and our partners, let’s stick to-
gether and look out for each other. When
we see an unwelcome advance from one
person to another, no matter how well
we know them, let’s obnoxiously inter-
rupt the twisted courtship dance and
talk about calculus before asking one of
the two to hang out for an orange soda.
If our friends are being disrespectful to
their sexual partners, let’s call them out
on it and tell them it isn’t cool. Finally,
let’s remember that that potential partner
we’re macking on is a human being, not
just gossip fodder for the next morning.

In other words, kids: don't be a
douchebag. And ward off douche-
baggery in others, especially over
the course of this exciting week.

That's the only ultimatum I have to offer.

ALT 101:

Student groups provide an educational orientation experience

Sebastien Labelle
Opinions Contributor

issatisfied with an orientation cal-
Dendar of events centered primar-

ily on a single campus and featur-
ing the typical frosh lineup of parties and
initiation rituals, a collective of student
groups have come together to offer new
and returning students the opportunity
to discover their campuses and Halifax’s
many communities through an alterna-
tive orientation series.

The Nova Scotia Public Interest Re-
search Group (NSPIRG) — a social and en-
vironmental justice group at Dalhousie —
has partnered with other student societies
here at Dal and at Saint Mary’s University,
as well as with the King’s Student Union,
the Student Union of NSCAD and various
community groups, to organize activities
that offer a radically different perspective
on Halifax. Dubbed Alt 101, this alterna-
tive orientation series is intended to com-
plement existing orientation activities
and thus present a more inclusive gate-
way to the diversity of Halifax. It features
student societies and community groups
that engage in critical education, give
voice to marginalized identity groups,
organize through grassroots methods
and follow principles of anti-oppression.

Alt 101 aims to be inclusive for all stu-
dents, especially students who are not tra-
ditionally interested in orientation events
such as mature and graduate students.

By working with partners’ on and
off Halifax’s many campuses, Alt 101

Discover Diversity

organizers hope to establish bridges
between student bodies and the com-
munity in which they are embedded
— something we consider o be lack-
ing in other orientation programs.

Alt 101 also aims to empower stu-
dents by giving them opportunities- to
meet great people, acquire new skills
and experience popular and creative
engagement in their community. Hali-
fax has much to offer both on and off
campus, but finding out what is avail-
able and where can be an arduous task.

By organizing an alternative ori-
entation, this task is made easier.

Alt 101 provides a taste of alternative
spaces’and critical ideas with the hope
that students will then get more involved
in the community they are a part of.

This year’s ALT 101 program includes
the Tools of Dissent workshop series, a
Do It Yourself Womyn's Health work-
shop, a Rooting Out Racism event, a

Media Skills workshop offered by CKDU,
the Know Your Rights workshops offered
by the Social Activist Law Student Asso-
ciation (SALSA), a free food serving of-

- fered by Food Not Bombs, an Anti-War

teach-in offered by the Student Coalition
Against War (SCAW), a bike tour of Hali-
fax’s community gardens and a Harvest
Party offered by the See More Green com-
munity garden, as well as other activities
presented by the Dal Women's Centre, the
SMU Women'’s Centre, Students Mobiliz-
ing for Action on Campus, the Palestinian
Solidarity Society, the Roberts Street So-
cial Centre, the Ink Storm Screen Printing
Collective, Bike Again! and many more.

For more details and a full cal-
endar of events, visit NSPIRG.org.

Sebastien ~ Labelle is a  board
member of the Nova Scotia Pub-
lic Interest Research Group.
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GIRL AT ORIENTATION WEEK FAQ:

| “I can stick three glow sticks in my ...earlobe.”

GIRL WALKING INTO SUB WITH FAMILY:
“Why do | get the feeling that this building has nothing to do
with Dalhousie?”

AT A SEXUAL HEALTH SESSION FOR RESIDENCE ASSISTANTS:
SPEAKER: “So does anyone know the volume of semen?”
Male RA: “| thought condoms were soundproof?”

WALKING BY THE QUAD WITH BAGPIPES PLAYING IN THE
BACKGROUND:
GUY: “Hey, bagpipes! My second favorite kind of pipe!”

GIRL (TALKING ABOUT TAKING THINGS SLOWLY WITH HER
BOYFRIEND):

“We're taking like ..little lobster paw print steps! I'm trying to
think of something small. Turtles are too big.”

SAME GIRL: “It's like there's a gap in the space-time continuum,
and he’s in it!”

HotorNot

| HOT: The summer NOT: The summer in Nova Scotia
HOT: Neon NOT: White after Labour Day
HOT: Frosh NOT: Fifth year creepers
HOT: Home cooked meals NOT: Home cooked meth

| HOT: The first issue of The Gazette NOT: The first issue of The DSU Magazine
HOT: Vet NOT: Sasquatch
HOT: Peter Duffy NOT: Peter Kelly
HOT: Swimming in the lake NOT: Swimming in the harbour
HOT: Shitin the harbour NOT: Ben Wedge
HOT: Writing for The Gazette NOT: Complaining about The Gazette

DISCLAIMER: Views expressed in the Hot or Not feature, Overheard at Dal, and
Streeter are solely those of the contributing writers or the individual pictured, and
do not necessarily represent the views of The Gazette or its staff.
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Beapartof a tradition

WEDNESDAY: 9 p.m.- 10 p.m.

DAY: 9 p.m. - 10 p-m.

Granville St, Halifax | 902.422.4366
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Sebastien Labelle
Opinions Conftributor

The Nova Scotia Public Interest Re-
search Group (NSPIRG) is pumped to
continue into a new year with the ability
to finally refocus its energy towards its
important mandate: to empower, educate

~and inspire action on social justice and
environmental issues at Dalhousie Uni-
versity as well as in the broader Halifax
community, and Nova Scotia generally.

This is possible thanks to all our sup-
porters in the student body and com-
munity who in the last year have pas-
sionately shared their time and effort
in order to defend NSPIRG's legitimacy
and promote its positive impacts on

their own lives and their community.
We are now looking forward to building
on this momentum and continuing to
keep students informed about our work.

Following its mandate, NSPIRG regu-
larly hosts events and workshops, con-
ducts unique research that is then dis-
seminated through educational events,
provides students with critical resources
not available elsewhere, and supports
grassroots community organizations.

Over this past summer, NSPIRG has
been busy collecting articles for its up-
coming publication Racism In Perspec-
tive, hosting regular lectures and dis-
cussion sessions as part of its We Won't
Pay for Their Crisis series focused on
the roots, impacts and solutions to the

current economic crisis, hosting speak-
ers such as Adil Charkaoui — one of five
Canadian residents arrested without
charge through the use of Security Cer-
tificates, and offering logistical support
to events such as the De-criminalization
of Black Youth rally in response to recent
alleged instances of racial discrimination
toward black youth on the part of lo-
cal educational and policing institutions.

As well, NSPIRG has responded
to funding requests from community
events by offering financial support to
such groups as Stepping Stone, the Ecol-
ogy Action Centre and Queer and Rebel
Days. And NSPIRG’s SeeMore Green
community garden working group has
been offering workshops throughout the

summer on topics ranging from con-
tainer gardening to Native land rights.

In the coming year, NSPIRG plans
to continue fighting landfill placements
near . marginalized populations, and re-
duced labour and environmental stan-
dards through its Save Lincolnville and
Resisting/Replacing Atlantica campaigns.

In addition, we will also be reviving
our Rooting Out Racism campaign in
order to address and reduce instances of
individual and systemic discrimination
on our campus and in our community.

As in previous years, NSPIRG’s lec-
tures and workshops series will begin
in conjunction with Alt 101, a series of
alternative orientation events offered to
new and returning students that will en-
gage them in a critical discovery of their
community and campus. In addition to
numerous events offered by various stu-
dent societies and community groups,
Alt 101 will include a Tools of Dissent
workshop as well as a three-day anti-war
teach-in offered by the Student Coalition
Against War (SCAW) and film screen-
ings by Films on Critical Issues (FOCI)
— two other NSPIRG working groups.

For more information on upcoming
events, visit our website (www.nspirg.
org) or come visit our office in room 314
of the Student Union Building. Our office
space also includes a library where a wide
selection of books, videos, magazines
and other publications are available for
free. If the Killam selection doesn’t cover
your topic of interest, ours just might!

As  always, NSPIRG remains
open to dialogue and our estab-
lished mechanisms for feedback re-
main available to the student body and
community. We seriously take into con-
sideration any constructive comments.

For those who dont agree with
NSPIRG’s mandate or activities, we are
currently in the process of responding
to last year’s criticism in order to im-
prove our transparent student levy opt-
out period offered for the last 20 years.

FRE
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Here’s how you qualify

We’'ll need to see verification of your

, enrolment in a qualifying full-time
post-secondary program (college, university, or CEGEP)
each year. Ask for details. 3
Also, additional fees apply
to withdrawals from
non-CIBC bank machines.

Apply online

Enjoy 24-hour access to your account with bank To apply, talk to a If you're interested in any of NSPIRG's
machines (CIBC has the largest network of bank CIBC advisor at any branch, campaigns or working groups, con-
5 5 - tact us to find out how t

| you can ge

machines in Canada!), CIBC Telephone Banking, call 1 800 465-CIBC (2422) or Rkl involvel TIE - Ghite e ther

visit wwwi.cibe.com/studentlife social justice or environmental is-
sues you'd like to tackle, don't hesitate
to ask how we can offer you support.

To have a say about NSPIRG's direc-
tion, show up at our AGM where all de-
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board of directors at the end of the year

or simply stop by our office any time.
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Renter rights

You have the right to stick this article to your fridge

Cole Webber
Opinions Contributor

With the start of a new school year,
many students will be moving into apart-
ments off campus. Moving into a new
place takes time, effort and money. Mak-
ing arrangements with landlords can
be intimidating, especially for first time
renters. As a tenant it's important to
know your legal rights so landlords and
other tenants can’t take advantage of you.
If you're one of the hundreds many stu-
dents moving into a new apartment this
September, here are some helpful tips
and a few highlights of your tenant rights.

When you move into a new apartment,
ask your landlord to do a walk through
inspection of the apartment with you.
Document the condition of the apart-
ment. Note any repairs that need to be
done or anything that needs to be fixed,
including appliances. You and your land-
lord should both sign the document.
When you move out, do another walk
through inspection. Thoroughly docu-
menting the condition of the apartment
can prevent the landlord from unfairly
keeping all or some portion of your secu-
rity deposit. A standard Rental Unit Con-
dition Report can be found on the Nova
Scotia Residential Tenancies webpage.

A landlord can only charge a maxi-
mum of one half of one month’s rent
as a security deposit. Landlords must
return your security deposit within 10
days of the end of your tenancy. If your
landlord wishes to keep any portion
of your security deposit, they must file
an application with Residential Tenan-
cies Division within the 10-day period.
If they do not file an application, they
must return the deposit to you in full.

If you're moving into a new apartment
with roommates it’s important to be clear
amongst yourselves and with the landlord
about who is responsible for paying rent.
Any tenant responsible for paying rent
should be listed on the Standard Form
Lease as a “Tenant” rather than merely an
“Occupant”. Roommates who are listed as
“Occupants” on the lease, or who are not
named on the lease at all, are less easily
held to account if they fail to pay their por-
tion of the rent, or if they move out with-
out giving notice. An electronic Standard
Form of Lease can be found on the Nova
Scotia Residential Tenancies webpage.

To legally evict a tenant, a landlord
must go through the proper legal process
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by first applying to Residential Tenancies
Division and then serving their tenant
with a notice of hearing. If Residential
Tenancies rules in favour of the landlord,
it will issue an order of vacant posses-
sion. Without a legal vacant possession
order, a landlord does not have the right
to put a tenant or their belongings out.

A landlord can only evict you for un-
paid rent if you are 30 or more days late.

Your landlord must give you four
months notice prior to your anniver-
sary date to raise your rent if you are
on a yearly or monthly lease or eight
weeks if you are on a weekly lease.

Your landlord must allow you to
sublet your unit. The maximum sub-
letting fee they can charge is $25.

Your landlord must give you
notice at least 24 hours be-
fore entering your rental unit.

Your landlord must keep your unit in
a decent state of repair and must com-
ply with health, safety and housing stan-
dards. If your landlord is negligent in
making repairs to your apartment you
can file an Application to the Director
of Residential Tenancies to have your
landlord ordered to make the repairs.

Students who live in university resi-
dences don't have the same rights as stu-
dents who rent off campus. This is because
student residences are exempt from the
Nova Scotia Residential Tenancies Act,
the provincial legislation that sets outs
rights and responsibilities for landlords
and tenants. This means that Dalhousie
does not have the same responsibilities
to students in residence as landlords do

to tenants in off campus housing. For in-
stance, the university. can decide to evict
a student from residence for an alleged
violation of its residence policies and
the student would have no legal recourse
through the customary channels. Unlike
other landlords, the university is not re-
quired to have a legal order from Residen-
tial Tenancies Division in order teo evict.

Changing this situation would re-
quire the Nova Scotia Supreme Court
to rule that student residences cease to
be exempted from the Residential Ten-
ancies Act. This could only happen if
a student who felt that the university
is treating them unfairly in relation to
their student residence housing brought
the issue before the Supreme Court. If
you feel the university is treating you
unfairly, talk to a lawyer. Dalhousie Le-
gal Aid Service has expertise in the area
of Residential Tenancies law and could
meet with.you to discuss your options.

Dalhousie Legal Aid Service runs a Ten-
ant Rights Project, which includes a Ten-
ant Rights Hotline (423-8105), commu-
nity drop-ins and workshops for tenants
and advocates. The project has produced
a comprehensive plain language guide
to tenant rights in Nova Scotia which is
available online at tenantrights.legalaid.
dal.ca. As well, Dal Legal Aid, in partner-
ship with other groups in the commu-
nity, is building a campaign demanding
an overhaul of the Residential Tenancies
Act to vastly expand the rights of tenants.

Cole Webber is a Commu-
nity Legal Worker with the Dal-
housie Legal Aid Services.

Opinions

How to stay in touch

A guide for off-campus frosh

Cole Webber
Opinions Contributor

Living off campus has it’s own unique
challenges that many students who live
on campus don’t have to face. Two of
the biggest challenges when you're com-
muting to school are meeting people and
finding out what’s happening on cam-
pus. Here are some tips for keeping tabs
on what Dahousie societies have to offer
and how to actually meet all the wonder-
ful new people you've seen in the Dal-
housie Inspiring Minds Advertisements.

Go to Dalhousie’s Orientation Week.
Orientation will give you the first taste
of university life. You'll get the chance
to meet other frosh living on and off
campus. Whether you bond over mock-
tails at the Grawood or devise creative
fundraising methods during Shinerama,
lack of sleep and insanity will inevita-
bly sow the seeds of new friendships.

Attend the Student Societies Fair. If
you want to get involved with groups
on campus and meet people with simi-
lar interests you should definitely go
to this fair. Sign up for as many societ-
ies as possible and harass members at
the booths. Fairs are held twice a year:
once in September and again in January.
Check out the DSU website for details.

Find the best bus route for you. Find-
ing what buses will get you to campus en-
sures that you actually get to class and all
those fun events on time. There are sev-
eral buses that stop either at Dal or within
walking distance of campus. Many bus
routes intersect and can get you to Dal
just as fast as your usual bus. Your U-Pass
gives students unlimited travel on Metro
Transit from September to May, so use it
to its full potential. Do some research and
you won't find yourself caught in a snow-
storm wondering if you'll make it to class
to write your midterm, like one writer —
who will remain nameless — did during
her first year. Call 490-4000 to speak to an
HRM representative about bus schedules.

Attend tutorials. Yes, really. You will be
working in small groups in smaller rooms

instead of looking across a sea of 200-
plus strangers in a lecture hall. Not only
are tutorials a great space for meeting
new people, attending a tutorial has the
added benefit of giving you participation
marks, which will help your class average.

Check your Dal e-mail constantly and
use Facebook. After you've signed up for
50 different societies, I strongly recom-
mend checking your e-mail. Most soci-
eties use e-mail as their primary form
of communication among members.
If you want to find out when the next
meeting is or whether you can score
a free meal, make it a habit to check
you e-mail religiously. Some societ-
ies also post their events on Facebook,
so look for Dal societies the next time
you're bored and creeping your friends.

Read posters and sidewalks. The most
current ads for events happening on cam-
pus and in Halifax can be found on the
SUB bulletin board (on the first floor near
the washrooms), the bulletin board in the
Killam Library (on the first floor by the
back entrance) and the large boards that
span the hallways of the LSC (near Tim
Hortons). Societies will sometimes use
the sidewalk in front of the SUB or Kil-
lam to advertise their next gatherings,
soirees and fundraising extravaganzas.

Dalplex has free fun. It isn't exactly free
— you pay for use of the Dalplex as part of
your student fees —but you might as well
make use of it. Full time Dal students have
access to free fitness classes held through-
out the week. It's a great way to meet
more people like you. Students might
even find a professor there on weekends.

If you like pumping iron, aerobics,
rock climbing or yoga, I suggest pop-
ping by when you have free . time.

Keep your eyes and ears open and
you'll be on the road to successfully
keeping in tune with life at Dal and un-
doubtedly encounter some loveable char-
acters along the way. Don’t be afraid to
be creative. If these tips don't work for
you, time and experience will eventu-
ally allow you to devise your own meth-
ods of keeping tabs on the Dal universe.
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WILL THE NDP DELIVER IN NOVA SCOTIA?

Eric Newstadt
Ryerson Free Press (Ryerson University)

ALIFAX (CUP) — As the Austra-

lian scholar of labour politics, Bo-

ris Frankel, said about the demise
of socialist and progressive politics in that
country, “The only dispute is whether
death was due to murder, suicide, social
neglect or old age”

A similar such debate is about to
emerge in Nova Scotia, where the
newly minted New Democratic Party
(NDP) government—the first ever in
Atlantic Canada—gets set to roll out
a right-of-centre fiscal program that
will likely read like the gravestone of
progressive politics in Canada’s east.

Not coincidentally, that program—if it
is at all similar to the platform on which
the NDP campaigned and was elected—
will be cousin to the efforts of successive
Labor governments in Australia between
1983 and 1996. This was, as the quote
above suggests, the era when the Austra-
lian Left met with an untimely end, and
sister to that of successive and so-called
“New” Labour governments in Britain,
whose policies, between 1997 and the
present day have done much to carry
forward the legacy of Margaret Thatcher.

Led by Darrell the Nova Scotia
2 n comprised of
seven commitments, two of which stand
out: 1) a promised cut to the province's
tax on home energy consumption (which
will carry a projected price-tag of $28
million); and 2) a promise to balance
the budget within the first 24 months
of the NDP’s election. The other com-
mitments—which involve job growth,
emergency room openings, the retention
of university graduates, geriatric health
care and road construction—are either
relatively inexpensive and uninspiring
band-aids or based around temporary
tax rebates similar to federal programs
implemented by the Harper Tories.

As such, only the proposed cut to the
HST on home energy use and the plan
to balance the province’s budget re-
ally demonstrate the logic driving the
new NDP government. Even on the face
of it, an eight per cent tax cut on home
‘energy use is a harbinger of bad envi-
ronmental economics. Though the NDP
platform does call for the development
of cleaner energy programs, Nova Sco-
tia is presently the largest consumer
of coal energy in the country (on a per

capita basis) and new energy sources
will not likely be operational anytime
soon, particularly given the immense
up-front cost of harnessing tidal energy.

What's more, in permanently giving
up an important revenue stream, the
province is surrendering not only what
some believe is a disincentive to over-
use energy, but also an ability to pay for
future program expenditures. Any new
taxes will be all but impossible to in-
troduce, particularly when the logic of
progressive taxation is something that
the government has already abandoned.

The promise to balance the budget is
equally concerning. First, the projected
deficit is so large that projected growth
in the province is unlikely to generate
the kind of cash necessary to balance its
books. Second, even though there are $73
million, or one per cent, of inefficiencies
and patronage to be eliminated from the
budget, this extra cash is too little to allow

for new Government expenditures. In ef-

fect, the Nova Scotia New Democrats,
like every other provincial government in
the country, are about to lock themselves

into a fiscal program in which visionary
ideas become all but impossible to ar-
ticulate—if they haven’t done so already.

In an environment where both the left
and the right speak the same language of
fiscal conservatism and restraint, even
the idea of increasingly progressive taxes
becomes untenable. And without increas-
ing the government’s revenue base, little
can be done to meet raised expectations
among voters for a progressive alterna-
tive to the Liberals and Conservatives.

As Augustus Haynes, the intrepid
reporter put in during the fifth sea-
son of The Wire, “You don’t do more

with less. You do less with less”

It would appear that the Nova Scotia
NDP has embraced the idea that the rate at
which private corporations invest in (and
thereby grow) the economy will increase
in an environment of low taxes and fiscal
conservatism. But what is amazing about
the NDP’s continued faith in right-wing
economics is its timing: at the very mo-
ment when such ideas are proving to be
wholly bankrupt. Indeed, to presume the
relative efficiency of private investment at

a time when the global financial system
has been largely nationalized—precisely
because of the inefficiency of private in-
vestment—is nothing short of fantastic.

As Sam Gindin, the former Cana-
dian Auto Workers economist has noted
time and again, Canada has lost liter-
ally tens of thousands of good, union-
ized jobs since accepting the logic of tax
cuts and fiscal restraint—even in the
midst of high rates of economic growth.
The trade-off has been that Canada
has “gained” tens of thousands of more
precarious forms of employment: con-
tract work, part-time service sector
jobs and lots of call-centre-type jobs,
particularly in the Atlantic Provinces.

It is also important to keep in mind
that Nova Scotia spends less as a per cent
of provincial GDP than six of the other
10 provinces; that tuition fees, which
the government has said it is not going
to reduce, are the highest in Canada;
and that the NDP has vowed to do noth-
ing to make it easier for unions to orga-
nize in Nova Scotia. Put another way,
the Nova Scotia NDP has tied itself to a

conservative fiscal agenda, even though
there is room to increase expenditures
without raising the eyebrows of the
wealthy investors they are so anxious to
attract; even though low tuition-fees are
a well documented incentive to obtain a
higher education; and even though good
jobs have been lost en masse as the rate
of unionization in Canada has fallen.

The Nova Scotia NDP has moved
further to the right than is necessary,
even if we stick to the bankrupt fun-
damentals of supply-side economics.

Though we won’t know for some fime
yet (the new government is set to of-
fer its first budget sometime in the fall),
we should expect an early retreat from
the 24-month balanced budget hori-
zon. Instead, we can expect that the
NDP government will announce that
the deficit inherited from the Conserva-
tives was larger than originally antici-
pated and that, as a result, the province
will have to wait a little longer before
Nova Scotia can “live within its means,’
as the party describes it on its website.

Of course, this should not be inter-
preted as though the government will
suddenly become more accepting of
deficit financing, which is key to an eq-
uitable and sustainable pattern of eco-
nomic development. On the contrary,
the longer that the NDP stretches out the
timeline for resolving its fiscal deficit, the
less likely we are to see the kind of initia-
tives that are so needed in Nova Scotia.

Things are likely to get
worse  before they get better

Advocates of more traditionally left-
wing politics have been apt to proclaim
the importance of avoiding the mistakes
that the Left made under the Bob Rae
New Democrats in Ontario in the early
1990s. Accordingly, the left is telling itself
that it needs to place constant pressure
on the Dexter New Democrats to live up
to the promise of social democratic poli-
tics. It would appear, however, that forc-
ing the New Democrats to change course
would be a momentous, if not impossible,
feat—particularly once the HST has been
scrapped, which is likely before the winter.

Not that pressure is a bad idea—it
is a fundamental necessity. Also neces-
sary, however, is an acceptance of the
cold reality that the Nova Scotia NDP is
no longer a social democratic party, and
that the political spectrum, if it is to be
pushed back to the left, will likely require
some other form of party organization.




DalGazette | Dalhousie Student newspaper issue 142-01

pg. 23

Eric Newstadt
Ryerson Free Press (Ryerson University)

s a new academic year starts at

Dalhousie, so does a new flavour

of student political activism and
student union engagement. Last semes-
ter, as the school year was ending, the
Dalhousie Student Union Annual General
Meeting saw the largest student turnout
in recent memory. The big question lying
before us as students is whether we will
continue to fight for a student union that
reflects the preferences and political en-
ergy of the spirited individuals that pay its
fees every year.

Last year I saw students from all parts
of the political spectrum cross the floor
from their peers on an array of issues. Last
year, I was forcefully kicked out of two
general meetings simply because individ-
uals in power dislike my views and antics.

Last year, I also finally saw students
take the time to selflessly drive their
union toward a better-run organization.
The latter is probably the most impor-
tant because many people, myself in-
cluded, have consistently criticized our
fellow students of laziness and complete
apathy towards the millions of dollars
our student union spends frivolously.

To all of Dalhousie’s returning stu-
dents, and especially all our newly ar-
riving students: take the time to learn
what our student union does, when its
meetings will be held and what issues are
faced by our union. The DSU is what we
will it to be, We pay for the organization’s
existence and yet in past years many stu-
dents are almost completely unaware that
it even exists or what its functions are.

Freshmen students have the most to
gain and the least to lose in demanding
their wants be heard and acted upon. For
those in first year, the students entrenched
in positions of authority will be gone by
third year, so if you upset the current ex-
ecutives, staff, or council, you will only
have to deal with their malice for another
year or two. So get out there and tell them
you want to see a reason for the common
student to be interested in their union.

The funniest hypocrisy is in the DSU
Executive Committee and DSU Coun-
cil’s current attitude towards holding a
sequential AGM. I have listened to three
years of executive committee members
and councilors (including those now sit-
ting) moan and groan that the root reason
our union doesn’t operate well is because

 of student apathy. Yet now when student

turnout to DSU political events is at an all
time high, certain executive committee
members and councilors have postponed
booking “the sequel” to last year’s success.

Why would there be a delay? If the
current leadership in the DSU is con-
cerned that the Nova Scotia Public In-
terest Group, the organization whose
existence was a primary issue of debate
at the AGM, does not possess a large and
active Dalhousie grassroots member-
ship, then how can certain individuals
claim that the last AGM was a pushed
agenda by any one particular subset
of the Dalhousie student population?

Also, how does our “in crowd” justify
putting their own particular agendasabove
and before the 500 or so students that filled
the McInnis Room in the SUB last spring?

It drives me crazy that 1 have been
told four three years by this “in crowd”
that a large subset of students will never
care about the operations and issues
faced by our union. But there is sub-
stantial evidence to the contrary, as was
shown at the AGM, our “in crowd” sets
to oppress the student spirit & inten-
tion of involvement simply because it
is too much of a headache to deal with.

My criticisms of our union’s opera-
tions are based on the assumption that
our union is meant to be a democracy,

which are met with a very disturbing
rebuttal every year. The Dalhousie Stu-
dent Union is registered with the Nova
Scotia Government as a corporation.
In other words, a corporation is tax-
ing us de facto just to attend university.

Last year, some students claimed that to
be anti-corporate student union equates
to being anti-capitalist and a tree hugging
communist. I say by taking back the DSU,
and its millions of dollars in yearly reve-
nue, is to emancipate students from a de-
generating education, rising campus food
prices, a shrinking job market, and an ag-
gregate feeling of personal helplessness
towards the very organizations in our lives
and country that are meant to assist the
very people who pay for their existence.

My criticisms of our union’s operations
arebased on the assumption that our union
is meant to be a democracy, which are met
with a very disturbing rebuttal every year.

I say by taking back the DSU, and its
millions of dollars in yearly revenue, is to
emancipate students from a degenerat-
ing education, rising campus food prices,
a shrinking job market, and an aggre-
gate feeling of personal helplessness to-
wards the very organizations in our lives
and country that are meant to assist the
very people who pay for their existence.

Get mad, get informed, get involved,
and get our money and building back.

Opinions

Flush secret contracts

Toilets should be behind closed doors, not DSU deals

Dave Bush
Opinions Contributor

ast year the Dalhousie Student

Union’s exclusivity contract with

Pepsi went down the toilet. Now the
DSU and the Dalhousie administration
are examining new beverage contract op-
tions for the near future. The question we
have to ask is: will the same mistake be
repeated again?

Allowing Pepsi to be the sole purveyor
of beverages on student union property
and on campus has severely limited stu-
dent choice. Pepsi provides little in the
way of healthy or nourishing drinks. The
original Pepsi cola contains several types
of sugar, artificial colours and flavours,
phosphoric acid, caffeine and citric acid.
Many of the company’s other products
also contain high levels of sugar and fla-
vouring. In addition to this, Pepsi is not lo-
cal, so the environmental costs associated
with trucking it in are more detrimental.

Ignoring Pepsi’s obvious health and en-
vironmental shortcomings, our student
union decided to give Pepsi a 12-year
exclusivity contract to sell its products.
By doing so the DSU has ignored its own
constitution which states that the union’s
purpose is “to provide services and pro-
gramming that enhance the student
experience in a financially, socially and
environmentally responsible manner”

The reason the union executive com-
mittee signed this deal 11 years ago was
not to enhance student experience in a
responsible manner, but to make money.

Last year Pepsi stopped giving the
union money. Since the university inked
a deal with Pepsi at the same time, they
too have seen the Pepsi-funded gravy
train dry up. Both the university and the
DSU had to meet a quota of selling Pepsi
products to receive money from Pepsi.

The last quota was not met, so
Pepsi has continued selling its prod-
ucts exclusively without giving money
to our union. Thus the Pepsi con-
tract has been the worst of all pos-
sible worlds: poor choeice and no money.

But before we lament too much about

Mobilizing for Action on

the loss of money we should reflect
on the deeper issues the Pepsi debacle
raises. For instance, the obvious ques-
tion: what was in that Pepsi contract?

Outside of a handful of past and pres-
ent DSU executives, we are all in the
dark about the details of the contract.
The same goes for the food contract that
DSU has with Sodexho. All contracts
that are signed by the union should be
available for all union members, and
all students, to scrutinize, weigh and
evaluate. Isn't this the very notion of
democracy? How can we operate as a
democratic union when the business of
the union is done behind closed doors?

Why the secrecy? The typical rea-
son given for the secrecy or confiden-
tiality of contracts is that the service
provider demands it. As a Gazette
staff editorial about the Pepsi contract
pointed out, “By restricting student ac-
cess to contract details, the student
union is acting like a corporation”

But we are not a corporation. We are
a union, which means we are account-
able to all students. The objective of
our union, according to our constitu-
tion, is “to encourage in the students
of the University an awareness of their
responsibilities in the local, provincial,
national and international community”

Those who think it necessary to sign
secret deals and those who justify secret
deals as just part of business are too will-
ing to dispense with democratic prin-
ciples. Our union should stand up for its
principles, not stand aside and let corpo-
rate interests dictate how our union is run.

We need to have a debate about the
food and drink choices we have on cam-
pus. But before that can happen we need
to stop our union from signing all secret
contracts or confidentiality agreements.
This must happen before our union nego-
tiates any more contracts. There is much
to be improved on our campus and one
of the simplest steps is to end secrecy.

Dave Bush is a member of Students
Campus.
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TOP 10 HALIFAX BANDS TO KNOW OR
AT LEAST KNOW ABOUT

From the cheesiest pop to the crustiest punk, Halifax has a band to satisfy almost every musical craving. Here are 10 tasty slices of the scene.

Windom Earle

If youre ready to party, a Windom
Earle show is the place to be. Playing
largely instrumental songs, their catchy,
layered synth and saxophone riffs will
have you wishing you had something to
sing along to. Fortunately Windom Earle
usually satisfies this urge by the end of
their set, when band members play their
epic anthem “Kitten Vs. Pegasus” Then
they follow it up with some iPod-backed
karaoke versions of “Since You've Been
Gone” or “Living on a Prayer’, which gui-
tarist Stephen MacLeod belts out with
everything he’s got. After you inevita-
bly see them six or seven times within
the span of two months, you might start
to get a bit sick of them, but until then,
when I say “Windom!” you say “Earle!”

Last Laugh

Just one of the many awesome bands
playing hardcore in Halifax right now,
Last Laugh combines power violence and
youth crew into tight, well-written songs
that are pissed off but keep it positive at
the same time. These stoner-rockers wor-
ship Black Sabbath (often covering “Sweet
Leaf”) and The Notorious B.LG. (every
song on their second release is named after
a Biggie track). They usually blast through
20-song sets in less than 15 minutes.
They’ve been packing basements, sheds,
living rooms, rec centres and Dartmouth’s
CD Heaven for almost two years now and
can even make the large all-ages Pavilion
feel full with only 30 people in the room.

¥

The Stance

The Stance is composed of four
scruffy but well-dressed dudes playing
Motown-infused rock and roll with a
swagger that is unmatched. Down a few
beers and watch singer Mark MacAulay
do his best Mick Jagger strut while gui-
tarist James MacAulay plays tastefully
written licks that stay close to tradition
but are inventive enough to elevate the
Stance miles above the average bar’s rock
bands. See them first chance you get and
scream for them to play “Somebody Call
the Law” — it's their best song and they
haven't played it in years. But maybe if
the band members get enough people
badgering them, they’ll make it happen.

Gamma Gamma Rays

Speaking of all-ages, this fresh faced
five-piece has been dominating the un-
der-19 indie scene for a few years now.
Over sunny pop songs with unconven-
tional structures, mathy drum beats, and
female vocal harmonies, bassist Mark
Grundy’s youthful screams tug at your
heartstrings, like Xiu Xiu awkwardly
making out with Cap'n Jazz. Along with
York Redoubt, these guys and gals head
the Hot Money Records collective, post-
ing one downloadable single from a dif-
ferent artist on their website every Mon-
day. Check it out: Hotmoneyrecords.com.

Alex Fountain | Arfs Contributor

Black Moor .

This longhaired foursome from Cole
Harbour is living proof that good old-
fashioned metal will never die. In the
past two years, they survived a near-
fatal car crash, came back to play a sold
out show at Hooters and were narrowly
(some might say unjustly) edged out in a
battle of the bands to open for Kiss. With
a full-length record on the way and a fan
base that seems to grow with every show,
Black Moor is set to take over the world.
But they're staying humble while they do
it. They’ll thrash their way into your heart
like those guys in Metallica never could.

Dog Day

Believe the hype. You will undoubtedly
have it beat into your head by every local
music publication before too long any-
ways, so you might as well just accept it
now. Dog Day is the best band in town.
Somehow the band members manage to
write songs that are laid back enough to
make you think they don’t care, but full
of so much nervous emotion that you feel
every word they sing. They've toured Eu-
rope with their stellar 2007 release, Night
Group, and their new record, Concentra-
tion, is bound to take them even farther.

Arts

Gazette Arts covers cultural
happenings in the Halifax
community. You heard it here first.
Email Laura at arts@dalgazette.
com to contribute

York Redoubt

Carrying on Halifax’s long standing
math-rock tradition without just rip-
ping off North of America, these young
upstarts combine garage, noise, the Phil
Spector Wall Of Sound and everything
that was awesome about the 1990s to
create a style that’s all their own. York
Redoubt write smart pop songs that
fall apart and put themselves back to-
gether with ease, somehow sprinkling in
three-minute feedback freak outs with-
out losing any momentum. See them
now, because they're going to be huge.

Contagium

Besides maybe Dog Day, no band in
Halifax is putting in more road time than
these guys. This crust punk powerhouse
has been across Canada twice and just re-
turned from a month-long trek across the
States, with plans for Europe in the not
too distant future. With all three mem-
bers sharing vocal duties, Contagium
delivers the highs, the lows and the even-
lowers, growling about the usual themes
of war, fear and disgust, like Dystopia
and Amebix did before them. If you've
got room on your studded leather vest
for one more patch, make it Contagium’s.

Arts

Laura Dawe Arts editor
arts@dalgazefte.com

The First Aid Kit

Don't let the fact that a lot of The First
Aid Kit's fan base is made up of King’s
College students dissuade you; this band
is awesome. Easily digestible and far from
disposable, this Springsteen worship-
ping five-piece’s anthems will have you
pumping your fists and tugging at the
collar of your sleeveless T-shirt until it
rips down the middle. Their keyboardist
usually holds up signs with lyrics written
on them at the most critical sing-a-long
parts, so if it’s your first time seeing them
you should have no trouble joining in.

)
Husband and Knife
Dark, depraved folk music as com-
posed by Dog Day drummer KC Spidle,
who has recently been joined by multi-
instrumentalist Evan Cardwell to add
more depth to his already weighty acous-
tic songs. His two full-lengths, An End
and Welcome Back to the Nothingness of
Your Life, are both great places to start,
but the best thing you could do would
be to scour the Internet for “Don’t Give
Up’, a strangely hopeful tune from a now
out of print cassette. If there’s one song
that could give you the perfect feel for
Halifax, this is it. It'll break your heart.

Recently at The Gazette we discovered the passing of one of our dedicated contributors. His name was Alex Fountain. He was a charismatic individual who always had a smile on his face and was fiercely passionate about the
arts and local music scene. He will be deeply missed by his co-workers, friends and family. — Matt Ritchie, Assistant Arts Editor

+
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Yay art, right?

But seriously

Laura Dawe
Arts Editor

here are so many good art galleries
Tin Halifax that it’s almost depressing.
Except it’s not depressing — it rules!
Choosing only five to introduce to you

was a little ennui inducing. But there's a
whole school year for you to read about
the rest.

Our very own Dalhousie Art Gallery is
the ideal place to enjoy between classes.
It’s totally free, it'’s totally on campus
and it’s totally awesome. According to
their website, the Dallery — as it is af-
fectionately referred to by this publica-
tion — is the oldest public art gallery in
Nova Scotia. But curator Peter Dykhuis
keeps the exhibits fearless and fresh.

A stand out from the sea of strong
shows last year was Exalted Beings, a
group exhibit which celebrated animals
in art and the animal in us all. It includ-
ed a video of a bunch of zoo animals
slowly destroying the inside of a house.

The current show, Black and White
with Storylines, is fitting for the begin-
ning of the school year. Abstract painter
Ron Shuebrook was asked to choose an
artist he has mentored to show alongside
him. He picked painter Carol Wainio,
who was his student at NSCAD in the
1970s. Not only does this show con-
sider our relationship with our teach-
ers, the paintings are also evocative
and beautiful. (6101 University Ave:)

The Khyber Institute for Contempo-
rary Arts is way more than an art gallery.
It’s an institute for contemporary arts! It
exists within a huge, ancient building on
Barrington Street that was leased from
the city by the No Money Down Collec-
tive in 1996 for $1 per year. The Khyber
is one of those amazing cultural gems
that seem, for one reason or another, to
be constantly teetering on the brink of de-
mise. But this past year things really start-
ed coming together. The huge, glamorous
white ballroom has been home to a stream
of inspirationally whimsical art exhibits.
Perhaps on of the best parts of the Khyber
are the monthly fundraising parties. No
one knows how to throw a theme party
like artists. The ballroom also hosts per-
formances that play to an unusually open-
minded crowd. You may also recognize the

name from the Joel Plaskett song “Down
at the Khyber” (1588 Barrington St.)

The Art Gallery of Nova Scotia (AGNS)
is our provincial gallery. It is possibly best
known as the home of the wildly charm-
ing Maud Lewis house, but that's just the
colourful folk icing on a multi-layered art
cake. The permanent collection is worth
seeing, and the rotating exhibits are var-
ied and almost always fantastic. This sum-
mer’s Sometimes Always, an exploration
of outdated technology and low-tech
instruments, was the type of show you
could spend a couple hours in, watching
videos and playing with Craig Leonard’s
bike wheel turntables. Via this gallery, two
of Halifax’s most exciting art events oc-
cur. The annual $70,000 Sobey Art Award
brings a short list of five young nominees
and their work to Halifax every fall. This
year’s show goes up on Sept. 1 and the
prize will be announced at a gala on Oct.
15. Canadian artist Marcel Dzama will
be there! The AGNS is also connected to
Nocturne: Art at Night, the annual late-
night Nuit Blanche style festival that hap-
pens on Oct. 17 this year. (1723 Hollis St.)

The Eye Level Gallery is, in many ways,
the jewel in the crown of Halifax's north

end. During its 35 Days of Non-orga-
nized Art last spring, the gallery became

a constantly in flux centre of creation,
performance and spontaneity. It enjoys a
nice community vibe everyday due to its
amazing non-profit bookstore, friendly
staff and bright windows right on Got-
tingen Street. Every year this gallery acts
as a touchstone for the totally awesome
and fun Go North festival. Go North
is a tour of Halifax studios, galleries,
and alternative spaces in the north end.
You can go with a guide or grab a map
and wander. This year Go North takes
place on Sept. 12. (2063 Gottingen St.)

161 Gallon Gallery is a cupboard in Dan
Joyce and Miriam Moren’s stairway. Not

surprisingly, it holds 161 gallons worth of “

art. This little gallery-that-could has been
operating for over two years now. The re-
straints of the space act much more as a
benefit than a bummer. Artists like Elea-
nor King, Anna Taylor, and Zoe Solomon
have all transformed the space into pleas-
ingly unique, site-specific art pieces. To
see a show, keep your ear to the ground
for the next opening, or stop by and po-
litely knock. Chances are you'll be po-
litely answered. (6014 Cunard St., Apt. 1)

Arts

'Get on your dancing shoes

' Where to shake your money maker in Halifax

Matthew Ritchie
| Assistant Arts Editor

‘ ith the most bars per capita
‘ compared to any other city in
Canada, Halifax is certainly a

great place to party. With a combination
of different drink establishments, from
martini bars to total dives, Halifax is a city
where the booze is always flowing and the
good times are rolling, even on a Monday
night.

Let’s start in the North End at Gus’
| Pub (2605 Agricola St.), also known as
the bar that has walls the colour of blood
exiting an elevator a la The Shining. But
don't let the Kubrickian exterior fool you;
this bar is the go to place to see any in-
dependent band in the Halifax music
scene. Expect to witness a lot of punk
and metal shows that go from the glori-
ous to the downright awful, but if last
year’s Halifax Pop Explosion showing

of Monotonix suggests, it is also the lo-
\ cation for some life changing concerts.
| In the south end, youll encoun-

ter St. Matthew’s Church (1479 Bar-
rington Street) where the acoustics have
| made the past music season memo-
\ rable by enriching the sounds of Great

Lake Swimmers and Spiral Beach.
A trip around the Halifax music scene
is nothing without The Seahorse Tav-

ern (1665 Argyle St.), located beneath
The Economy Shoe Shop. The Seahorse
provides a wide range of different con-
certs from Attack in Black to touring
Maritimes rock acts. Among the great-
est treasures of all are the weekly ap-
pearances by Halifax’s Mellotones each
Thursday. This is the only place in the city
where you can groove to your favourite
funk and Motown tunes. A night at The
Seahorse is certainly incomplete with-
out hearing the Mellotones’ near perfect
rendition of Stevie Wonder’s “Sir Duke”.

One of the up and coming venues is
The Paragon Theatre (2037 Gottingen
Street), which replaced Halifax classic,
The Marquee. Although having a rough
start to the year with one of the worst
lineups in all of Halifax, The Paragon is
your go to destination for the best Retro
Night in town as well as a plethora of
weekly performances that range from lo-
cal bands to independent hip-hop acts.

Although not much of a rock per-
formance hall, Tribeca (1588 Granville
Street) is the best club to get your groove
on. DJs play music ranging from Brit pop,
disco, old school hip-hop, and rock ‘n’
roll, Tribeca has the power to make you
sweat it out in the dirty grotto of a club.

With no shortage of great clubs to
boogie down in, there is always a place
to get your dance party on in Halifax.
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Atlantic

Film

Festival Preview

Films to see from Antichrist to The White Stripes

Matthew Ritchie
ﬁsisfonf Arts Editor

For most University Students with
little money, the chance to spend an
evening out usually involves a Colt
45 or a bottle of Great White. Sure,
indulging in grimy drinks is fun
every once in awhile, but are these
evenings likely to change your life?

This year’s 29th annual Atlantic
Film Festival is planning to do just
that. From Lars Von Trier to Gus Van
Sant, the world’s most prolific direc-
tors are unleashing some of their most
memorable works to date. So maybe .
its time you put down the party sauce
and have a cultured evening watch-
ing one of the films offered.

Trailer Park Boys: Count-
down to Liguor Day

Thursday, Sept. 17 at 7 p.m. at
Park Lane and Oxford Theatre
 Canada’s most prolific comedy troupe

since SCTV has a new movie out,
and it’s the final chapter in the saga of
Ricky, Julian and Bubbles. Returning
from their recent stint in prison, the
boys find a recently sober Jim Lahey
running Sunnyvale and trying his
best to allow these drunken dream-
ers no chance to succeed in life.

The Trostky

Saturday, Sept. 26 at 7
p.m. at Oxford Theatre

Jay Barcuhel of “Popular Mechanics
for Kids” fame plays Leon Bronstein, a
17 year old who feels he is the reincarna-
tion of communist leader Leon Trostky.
After being sent away to a boarding
school due to inciting a hunger strike
at his father’s clothing shop, Bronstein
crafts an uprising and tries to fulfill his
destiny as a communist leader. With
music by Malajube, this film is go-
ing to have the hipsters all over it.

Coco Chanel and Igor Stravinsky

Wednesday, Sept. 23 at 9:30
p-m. at Oxford Theatre

Set in the early 1900s, Coco Chanel
attends Igor Stravinsky’s “Rites of Spring”
performance. While the public hates his
new composition, Chanel can't help but
be entranced by its power. Stravinsky
loses wealth and notability while Chanel
rises to fame and fortune. Years later,
they reunite and spark a passionate love
affair along with an intellectual one.

The Imaginarium of
Doctor Parsanus

Saturday, Sept. 19 at 9:30
p.m. at Oxford Theatre

Christopher Plummer plays Doctor
Parsanuss, leader of a travelling theatre
troupe that gives audience members
the ability to go through a magical
mirror and control their imaginations.
Starring Johnny Depp, Jude Law and
Colin Ferrell, it’s also Heath Ledger’s
last performance. This may be the best
film of the festival to smoke pot before
watching. Did I mention Tom Waits .
plays the Devil? Where’s my bong?

Micmacs
Tuesday, Sept. 22 at 9:30
p.m. at Oxford Theatre
From the French director that brought

you Amelié comes a film about a man
who plans to destroy two factories run
by a weapon manufacturer. Micmacs is
a dark comedy that mixes anarchy and
satire into a melting pot of French fun.

The Invention of Lying

Wednesday, Sept. 23 at 7:00
p.m. at Oxford Theatre

From the man who brought you
The Office and Extras comes Rickey
Gervais’s new film about a romantic
couple existing in an alternate reality
in which lying — as well as the concept
of a lie — does not exist. When lead
character Mark discovers how to get
his way to the top by fibbing, his one
goal of winning the woman he loves
backfires when he is on top of the world.

The White Stripes Under
Great White Northern Lights

Thursday Sept. 24 at 9:30
p.m. at Oxford Theatre

Probably one of the most popular
films for Haligonian music fans will
be this White Stripes doc that follows
the duo as they trace their away across
every province and territory in Canada
- including Newfoundland. Witness you
and your buddies jamming out to their
minimalist blues-rock live in concert.
Also, discover why following the tour,
drummer Meg White made the band go
on hiatus due to exhaustion and stress.

Antichrist

Friday, Sept. 25 at 9:30
p-m. at Oxford Theatre

From mastermind Lars Von Trier
comes a film about a romantic couple
retreating to a cabin in the woods to
overcome the death of their child and
try to fix their broken marriage. Starring
the immaculate Willem Dafoe and the
sultry Charlotte Gainsbourg, expect
this one to be a hit at the film festival.

All Tomorrow’s Parties

Friday, Sept. 18 at 9:30
p.m. at Park Lane

A documentary on the alternative
music festival named after a Velvet
Underground song, witness bands from
Grinderman to the Yeah Yeah Yeahs do
their thing. Worth seeing just to witness
Mogwai blow the fucking house down.

Best Worst Movie

Saturday, Sept. 19 at 11:59
p.m. at Oxford Theatre

Set in Alexander City, Albama, Best

_ Worst Movie is the tale of a man with

a secret. George Hardy is a dentist
who lives in town, but also happens to
star in one of the worst movies of all
time — Claudio Fargasso’s Troll 2. His
life changes when he discovers he is
a cult hero to a small, but dedicated,
crowd of fans that span the globe.
Genius Within: the In-
ner Life of Glen Gould
Monday, Sept. 21 at 7:15
p.m. at Park Lane
From Bravo! Comes a documentary
that covers the inner workings of the
legendary Toronto Beaches born pianist.

With the Atlantic Film Festival’s
29th anniversary lineup, there are a
number of films that will keep you
entertained like a bottle of Baby
Duck never could. Get cultured.

The hunt for lan Curtis’ ghost in Manchester, England

Matthew Ritchie
Assistant Arts Editor

hen looking for a vacation
hot spot, most people choose-
somewhere tropical and warm.

Cuba, Florida and Hawaii are all great
places to relax in sun and surf. But for my
recent vacation, I decided to go some-
where dark, industrial and located in the
Northern Hemisphere. I decided to go to
Manchester. -

Manchester may well be home to the

| world famous Manchester United Soc-

cer Club, but I had no inclination to go
there based purely on that fact. I simply
wanted to find the ghost of Ian Curtis.

Manchester is home to many fa-
mous UK bands, including The Smiths,
The Stone Roses and Oasis, but Cur-
tis was lead singer and lyrical visionary
for the post-punk band Joy Division.
Years after Curtis committed suicide in
his Macclesfield home early one spring
morning in 1980, the band gained no-
toriety through DJ John Peel and rock
historians praising the band for their

combination of light and dark sonic tex--

tures on their two full length albums.

After missing our first train, my friends
and I made a mad dash through Lon-
don’s Victoria station to catch another
train to Manchester at 7:45 in the morn-
ing. Once we arrived in Manchester, we
hailed a cab and travelled through what
I thought would be a bleak and desolate

landscape. I was surprised to find the city
is a rich tapestry of history and art. Old
architecture is mixed with new, draw-
ing influences from all across Europe
to create a vibrant metropolitan area.

Once at the hotel, and after doing
some fact checking, the first location on
my hunt for Curtis’ ghost would be hard
to reach. Buried in the Macclesfield cem-
etery an hour away by train, it seemed
certainly impossible to get there only to
roam the cemetery at dusk to find Curtis’
grave. On top of that, a bunch of cheeky
buggers had stolen his gravestone. Some
people are too fanatical about musicians.

Our next stop was the house where
he hung himself. Once again, problems
arose. There was still that pesky train ride
to his Manchester suburb. Plus, the idea of
checking out the home where Curtis hung
himself seemed more morbid as I got
closer to my goal of seeing where he lived.

All seemed lost.

1 wandered up to the local HMV, gaz-
ing at the aisle filled with Morrissey
and Smiths CDs. I couldn’t help but feel
I'd been cheated with this whole trip.

So I did what any inconsolable goofy
rock fan would do: I got wasted in the base-
ment of a club and danced the night away.

Around 3 a.m. when the crowd be-
gan to stream from the club, a distinc-
tive opening riff caught my ear. It had a
dark bass line, jangly lightweight gui-
tars and urgent drumming. It was Joy
Division’s “Love Will Tear Us Apart”

Everyone began . cheering, regroup-
ing again to sway to the 1980s clas-
sic. I ended up pogoing with a pack
of drunken Manchurians and realized
that my adventure hadn't faltered at all.

In the morning we awoke an hour
before our train back to London. We
did some research and discovered the
location of the bands most famous
photo was not far from the train station.

Taken by Anton Corbijn, the photo
shows the band dressed in dark colours
against a walkway during a bright winter’s
day. It has become one of the most famous
photos in rock. The idea of actually wit-
nessing the location was too much to deny.

After handing the cabbie our direc-
tions, he sped off up the highway and
dropped us off next to a grassy knoll.
Confused as to where he had taken us,
I looked up and saw the bridge hang-
ing over me. With no time to spare,
I sprinted to the top of the hill and
snapped a few pictures without realiz-
ing I was framing the photos backwards.

Forwhateverreason, timeslowed down.
Istoodatop the bridge feeling light headed.
Was this feeling from the ghost of Curtis?

Probably not.

But my vacation was the most
memorable one in years due to be-
ing able to experience the city one
of my favourite bands called home.

I also met a sexy smoothie-maker
named Charlotte. Manchester rules!
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What is H8R FR3 FRI?|

Kelsey MclLaren
Arts Contributor

when everyone around James Reid was
complaining. He thought they all just
needed to relax and have a good time.
“Stop hating, guys,’ he
said.  “After  all, it's Friday!”
They listened. The complaining actu-
ally stopped. Reid and his co-workers
kept their newfound “hater-free” attitude
going when they showed up at a down-
town bar that same night. Word spread to
others and was quickly adopted. And so
the very first Hater-Free Friday was born.
The thing about Hater-Free Friday
(H8R FR3 FRI) is that once people hear
about it, they almost always become
supporters. The idea is so simple, re-
ally. It's about changing your out-
look to be positive, to relax and to
have a good time with your friends.
H8R FR3 FRI started as a one-time
thing and evolved to a catch phrase, to a
t-shirt and to a chant. Reid says he coined
the term, but that it became so popular
because “friends thought it was cool”
“So it was a collaborative effort,
he says. “It was a feeling that was al-
ready there and I just gave a name to it”
Reids friend Stephan MacLeod of

I t started on a Friday afternoon at work

Arts

band Windom Earle came up with the
abbreviation and together they sten-
cilled it on t-shirts to give away at live
performances and to friends. At shows,
you might also hear Windom Earle and
other local bands include the chant —
Hater-free! Hater-free! Hater-free! — in
their sets. But H8R FR3 FRI is more
than a chant or a t-shirt; it's an outlook.

Reid says that “you can keep the at-
titude throughout the week” but that
H8R FR3 “just sounded so good with
Friday, so that's the official day. But

Five parties not to pass up

Take a look at the bar scene through a DJ’s lens

Aaron Ward
Arts Contributor

The Pogue. If you're looking to get

out and have a good time in Halifax
~ replete with dope music, cheap drinks
and pretty people — read on.

There are tons of decent nighttime
options around, particularly during the
school year. Many cater to the lowest
common denominator, eschewing origi-
nality and character for the same old Top
40 garbage your aunt listens to in her of-
fice. But some nights raise the bar by in-
jecting atmosphere, creativity and soul
into an otherwise run-of-the-mill Halifax
club scene. Below, in no particular or-
der, are the top five parties not to miss.

Way Fazed Tues-
daze at The Paragon  Theatre

“Sleep when youre dead,’ writes
Stewart Innes, co-founder of this weekly
electro/disco party. Innes, also known
as Innez Da Future, along with Loukas
Stilldrunk and Dijon Boudoir, handle
the reins at the turntables, churning out
quick sets full of classics, new school
jams and original mixes that make pa-
trons want to shake their asses. Innes’
video projections combine with original
artwork by a rotating guest artist to en-
sure patrons get a multimedia experi-
ence. Cheap drinks ensure that you won't
remember a thing. This event gets busy
late; so don’t expect much of a crowd
before midnight. (2037 Gottingen St.)

LIFTED at The Coconut Grove

With its penchant for hosting live acts
(Buck 65, Classified, The Rascalz and
countless local artists), this Wednesday
weekly has a reputation for support-
ing the hip-hop scene from near and far.

“Our goal is to offer an alterna-
tive to the stereotypical nightlife
and sustain ourselves by doing so”

Forget The Palace, The Dome and

writes creator/host Ash MacLeod.

To call LIFTED sustainable would be
an understatement — it recently celebrat-
ed its third anniversary. Themes, resi-
dent DJs and performers change on the
regular, so keep your ear to the ground.
You might have to show up at a reason-
able hour to catch the live sets, espe-
cially if they’re local. (1567 Grafton St.)

Indie Pop Night at Gus' Pub

If hip hop and electro aren’t your thing
or you're just looking for something off
the beaten path, do yourself a favour and
check out Marc “D] Bones” LeBlanc’s
Indie Pop Night when it rolls through
town. Hailing from Moncton, NB (yes,
really), Bones has a keen ear for what's
cool and loves to keep the crowd involved
by playing requests and taking photos.
Use this as an excuse to check out one of
Halifax’s coolest bars, where musicians
and blue-collars rub shoulders without
thinking twice. Bones has this night on
a near-constant tour through the Mari-
times, so keep your eyes peeled for when
it’s headed our way. (2605 Agricola St.)

Metal Disco at The Paragon Theatre

The self-professed longest running
electro party in town, Metal Disco gets

the attitude can be enjoyed any day”

It also doesnt mean Reid con-
dones hating the rest of the week.

“Sometimes you have to let off some
steam, but just save it for Saturday or Sun-
day. ‘Hating’issuchastrongword. Youcan't
be positive all the time. Sometimes you
have to complain about that jerk at work.”

So remember to keep it H8R FR3
this Frosh Week and on Fridays. Af-
ter all, it’s just a great way to remem-
ber to enjoy yourself. Isn't that what
Frosh Week and Fridays are all about?

points for not jacking its patrons, un-

like other Saturday night options.
Cheap booze flows freely and DJs Lou-
kas Stilldrunk and Tony Haze have
music to fit the mood: heavy-hitting
electro with many original mixes.

Patrons- should expect “Pants-shit-
ting bass lines and ass-shaking hand-
claps. Lasers and smoke machines)
writes Stilldrunk. Who can argue? Met-
al Disco does its thing once a month
at The Paragon. (2037 Gottingen St.)

Doin’ Damage at Tribeca

The brainchild of Redbull 3Style nation-
al champion DJ Cosmo and up-and-com-
er DJ T-Woo, Doin’ Damage is the only
night around that is dedicated purely to
old-school hip-hop. Equal parts turntable
wizardry (watch out for some killer four-
turntable sets) and dance floor mayhem,
these guys know how to show off while
keeping the groove smooth. Live MCs
and breakers sometimes drop in to give
the kids something special. Doin’ Damage
is every second Thursday, but if you aren’t
down with the three-day weekend, the
boys play Bleu Nuit one Saturday a month
at the same spot. (1588 Granville St.)

on finishing
your degree
early.

Get a start

Al student Marc in Toronte

Make it happen with transfer credit from Athabasca University.

= At Athabasca University, our transfer credits can help you expand
Just ask Marc, who is on track to finish his
degree at an Ontario university a year early. He’s doing this by taking
some AU courses online during the summer while he works full-time,
and is applying his AU course credits towards his degree. * AU offers
over 700 courses delivered online and at a distance. And our flexible
start times mean you can fit your course work into your schedule.
= Transferability. Another reason why AU stands out as a global leader

your academic options.

in distance learning excellence.

standout: mma"“ Athabasca University /1

TECHNICAL & COMMERCIAL STUDENTS

Whalever new technalogy the future holds, we'll need plenty of energy

to power it. At Shell we're working on all sorfs of ideas to meet the growing
demand. And we need ambitious students and graduates-to help us tackle
the challenge. Join a company that values diversity, and gives you training,
support and career choices to develop your potential. Surround yourself
with some of our most accomplished problem solvers. And together we

can help build a responsible energy future.

Think further. Explore student and graduate opportunities af
www.shell.ca/careers and quote reference GFC1128 when you apply

Shell is an equal opportunity employer.
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Fresh

hat is it that inspires an artist?
What is it that arouses their
creativity, and pushes them to
produce their best work? For artist and
budding MC Zoé Solomon, the answer is
“animal flesh”.
“I became conscious of meat once
I began working as a breakfast cook,
she says, ladling a cup of coffee from
what used to be a four-litre bucket of
mayonnaise. “I started having dreams
about ham: of slicing ham, of ham sand-
wiches. I was hypnotized by it” When
asked about what’s so hypnotizing about
meat, Solomon shoots the kind of look
a devout Christian might give when
asked “So, Jesus. He’s just OK, right?”
“Have you ever handled roast beef?”
she asks incredulously. “Every slice is
like a gasoline puddle, a diamond. It’s
green and purple and pink. It's chang-
ing. It looks like a dragonfly wing”
Meat isn't the only bizarre novelty
to influence Solomon’s work. Body-
building, dog grooming, tips on how
to regain your sexual appetites after a
spinal cord injury; all have had their
hand in shaping Solomon’s portfolio.
“I get really fascinated by certain
things” she says. “And I want to share ev-
erything that’s going on in my own head.”
To properly do this, Solomon has
had to become fluent in many artis-
tic dialects. She communicates her
view of the world through ceramics,
drawings, and more recently, music.

flesh

rappers in Halifax, performing her unique
brand of equivocal daydream hip-hop in
small venues and dark, sweaty basements.

With songs about space diamonds, the
cannibalistic aftereffects of nuclear war,
and the medicinal properties of vomit,
Solomon has carved out a niche that
fits her so perfectly, there’s no room for
anyone else to squeeze in. Now she is
recording her debut EP Get Born, which
will be released Aug. 26 on cassette.

“I've been personally recording each
tape,” Solomon says as she ladles more cof-
fee. “Each is a unique live performance”

ButSolomonhasn'tleftvisualartbehind.

“I don’t want to be tied to a spe-
cific material” she says. “I'll use what-
ever I can get my hands on. A micro-
phone, paint, newspaper, coffee, bacon”

At this, Solomon seems to remem-
ber something. She jumps up and
leaves the table, returning with a note-
book. Opening it, she reads aloud:
“My ultimate goal is to make art that
makes the light come down so beauti-
ful and pure that the heavens open up.”

She closes the book, and
gives a meaningful look.

So does she want to create Armageddon
with her art? More like “Artmageddon.”

Solomon’s drawings can be seen at the
Utility Art Gallery, and she will be enter-
ing the Go North Studio Tour in September
(http://gonorth.eyelevelgallery.ca/), which
will allow audiences to enter her apart-
ment to explore her work and her home.

First-year dos and don’ts

'Find a healthy balance between boozing and hooking up

Alex Bruvels

| Arts Contributor

elcome, first-year students,

to Dalhousie residence life.

Whether you're destined to be
a Trojan, Big Horn or other residence
animal, your “rez” experience at Dalhou-
sie will no doubt be a zoo. Some love it,
some loathe it, but the reality is that many
first year students are stuck with it for the
next eight months at least. So here are
some tips to optimize your experience in
hopes that your time spent in rez ynay be
as memorable as mine.

Do party. The Halifax bar scene has
something for everyone, be it mas-
sive dance clubs, small watering holes
or upscale lounges. Often those enter-
ing first year residence are underage,
but rez parties and wet/dry events at
the Grawood offer good clean fun. And
for those who wish to up the ante on
under aged drinking, booze cruises,
purple Jesus parties and neighbour-

| hood keggers are never far from reach.

Calling alcohol regulations on these
events “relaxed” is an understatement.

On the flip side of this coin, don’t binge
drink four plus nights a week. Find a
healthy balance. If not, you'll notice sud-
den weight gain, energy loss, possible
bouts of depression and a general de-

| crease in the overall quality of residence

experience at Dalhousie. As corny as
it sounds, you're here to get an educa-
tion and at Dal, and that doesn’t come
cheap. So don't let your end goal be lost
in a haze of smoke and alcohol fumes.

Do make friends with your residence
advisor,
the “RA” These are most often return-
ing rez students charged with the task

incident when it comes to stuff like
drunken noise complaints. Plus, these
advisors are already seasoned veter-
ans of residence life and can serve as a
great source of information and advice.

Do participate in intramural residence
sports. A great way to combat the “fresh-
man fifteen” — too often associated with
rez cafeteria food, sports also serve as
an opportunity to meet people in your
and other residences with at least one
common interest. For jocks who take
sporting seriously: residence hockey is
competitive. The season is .capped off
with the annual Risley versus Howe Hall
charity hockey game, which yields fierce
inter residence rivalry and draws a big-
ger crowd than the majority of Dalhou-
sie Varsity season games. For those who
are less inclined to competition or who
are just looking to have fun, broomball,

more commonly known as-

badminton, flag football and the annual
fall softball tournament — to name a few
— are offered. These outings are often a
lot more laid back and participants have
been known to engage in a few brews both

pre and post game. Flip to the Sports sec-
tion to find out how you can get involved.

Don't engage in what is commonly re-
ferred to as “floor-cest” or “rez-cest”: the
act of hooking up with those who live in
your residence. Hook ups will inevitably
occur, especially during frosh week, when
first year students are bursting with hor-
mones and drunk on the new freedom
of being away from home. Keep in mind
that Halifax, although not the size of
Toronto or Vancouver, is still a bustling
city of a little over 380,000 people. Surely
you can find a suitable mate within this
population that won't result in awkward

steer clear of such situations. It’s instanc-
es like these that can result in unwanted
nicknames that stick around for years to
come. So, unless you feel this person may
be the absolute love of your life, don’t piss
in your own pool. Seek more open water.

Don't fall victim to the grease of
“caf” food. The hot and ready selec-
tion of burgers, fries, pizza and sweets
might be tempting but over the next
few years your metabolism will start to
slow down and results will show. When
asked what she hated most about resi-
dence, former RA Kimberly Gosse re-
plied, “the food, straight up, it was awful”

Pharmacy student Wilson concurs,
citing it as one of his main reasons for
not returning to Risley Hall for a sec-
ond year. Make best friends with the
salad bar, spring for a mini fridge to
stock with healthy alternatives or take

opportunities to explore Halifax’s wide
variety of restaurants. This doesn’t in-
clude 3 a.m. binges at Pizza Corner or
the grease factory known as Willy's.

Unlike other rez food, Shirreff Hall en-
joys a reputation of vastly superior qual-
ity and selection of food amongst Dal
residences. Wilson agrees, stating that
Shirreff has the best food by far of all the
residences, whereas Howe Hall and Ris-
ley are “worse off and about the same”

If you're not lucky enough to live in
Shirreff, the few minute walk across
campus is worth it, and your meal
card works just as well there as it
does at all residence dining facilities.

Do make friends off campus. Al-
though immediate floor mates will no
doubt soon become some of your new
best friends, it’s good to widen your so-

Don't try to study in your room. With
your TV, stereo, beer stocked mini fridge
and constant stream of friends who
would like nothing more than to dis-
tract you with a gaming session or with
news of the newest cheap drink specials,
your room is not exactly a prime study
environment. So suck it up with your
“I can’t study in complete silence” or “I
need to have some form of distraction to
get things done” mentality, and walk the
short distance to the Killam Library for a
study session. If you're really ambitious,
perhaps you'll venture to the fourth or
fifth floor of the Killam, or to the Weldon
law library where people actually study.
When you only have fifteen hours of class
a week, you'd be amazed at what two to
three hours a day in the library can do
and how easy life will be by exam time.

4 . - e of enforcing the rules within residence, stares in the cafeteria, rumours swirl-  cial network. It gives you an excuse to
# EXP|Ol'II19 the mind of local artist Zoé& Solomon and it doesn’t hurt to be on their good ing the halls and the unavoidable post vacate residence and get outside when
£ side. Being friendly with an RA can be  hook up discomfort of being forced to rez gets a bit hard on the head during
i:' Cheryl Hann Under the rap moniker Fresh Flesh, Sol- | the difference between a casual verbal  cohabitate for the next eight months. the dark winter months and you start to
g Arts Contributor omon has lead the charge for solo female | warning and a written and recorded Although tempting, it's best to try and  feel like you're living in a dimly lit cave.
\
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Drinking 101

Where to raise a glass in Halifax

Matthew Ritchie
Assistant Arts Editor

h, sweet.lady beer. How slid-

ing you down my throat at Split

Crow makes me think of frosh
years past, guzzling ale after ale in an at-
tempt to gain enough confidence to dip
mine foot into The Dome.

If you haven't noticed, having a
few drinks with friends is fun. With
this in mind welcome to The Dal-
housie Gazette’s comprehensive list
of where to drink while in Halifax.

A trip out in the nightlife is incomplete
without at least going to the Split Crow
Pub (1855 Granville St.) a few times a
year. Home of the famous 4:30 p.m. pow-
er hour on Saturday afternoons, as well
as the equally popular 8 p.m. version on
Thursday nights, the Split Crow is one of
the oldest party spots in Halifax. Home to
cheap Coors Light and Molson Canadian,
expect to find a rambunctious crowd
from young to old mingling together and
listening to a variety of classic rock jams
and more Gaelic ditties. But don't expect
to have a conversation while a band is
playing — the music can be loud at times.

In the same category of classic Halifax
bar spots is The Maxwell’s Plum (1600
Grafton St.), which has the most beers
on tap in all of Halifax: 60. The half price
appetizers in the late evenings and huge
Brewtenders make" this the ideal place
to sit back and enjoy an NHL game.

If your love for sports runs a little deep-
er, you may want to check out The Oasis
(5661 Spring Garden Rd.). Resembling a
legion basement mixed with your dad’s
basement, The Oasis offers moderately
priced drinks and wings. More important-
ly they have UFC nights-and an extensive
television schedule of all sporting events.
Your scholastic career isn't complete
without at least one trip here to witness
the Toronto Maple Leafs battle the Otta-
wa Senators, or any other division rivalry.

If you take your sports less seri-
ously, and your wing consumption a
bit more, then head across the street to
Your Father’s Moustache (5686 Spring
Garden Rd.). With a fun ambience and
a number of flat screen TVs, Your Fa-

e
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ther's Moustache delivers on all booz-
ing fronts with cheap breakfast and
good eats. They also have some of the
best wings in Halifax. But they usually
don’t supply enough sauce to dip into.

The Halifax Alehouse (1717 Bruns-
wick St.) is a decent bar with cheap
beer and wing combos on Wednesdays.

Out of province students might
also enjoy the kitsch of Bubble’s Man-
sion (5287 Prince St.). Named after and
owned by the famous character on the
Trailer Park Boys, Bubble’s Mansion is a
fun bar to hang with your bros, but isn't
the best place to dance. The music can
be weak at times, but shopping carts
hanging from the ceiling and excellent
food make it a fun place to hang out.

If youre more interested in random
hook ups and club beats, Halifax has two
clubs that will meet your needs. The Pal-
ace (1721 Brunswick St.) is a nightclub
that promotes a slightly more upscale
clientele with more sitting areas and finer
drinks than other clubs in town. However,
the raging club beats and local reputation
as a hook up hot spot lead The Palace to
get pretty messy by the end of the night.

Then there’s The Dome (1726 Argyle
Street), which is lucky enough to be
called the best and worst local nightclub,
depending on whom you talk to. It has

a similar club feel to The Palace, but in
a larger space. This is the ideal place to
get your booty shakin’ down. Just don't
be around when they turn the lights on.

Peddler’s Pub (1903 Granville St.)
is a sports bar near Split Crow. Its
tiny dance floor and too-loud music
make this a bad place to meet people.

On campus, we have the classic Gra-
wood (6136 University Ave.). Here you can
find extremely cheap drink prices, decent
pub food and there is always a good band
to see a few times a week. It is also close
to classes and perfect for a beer at lunch,

On Sexton Campus you'll run across
The T Room (5269 Morris St.). Smaller
than the Grawood, but with equally
cheap drinks, The T Room is a fun place
to play Trivia, sing karaoke or shoot
some pool on the engineering campus.

The best bar on campus is certainly
The Gradhouse. Sadly, sod has replaced
the old building, but the bar should be
up and running in a new venue across
the street by the time school kicks
into full swing. Expect to find a de-
cent crowd from all over the university.

Of course there are many more
bars in Halifax, but these should
get you started on your nighttime
or midday adventure around town.

Arts

|

Matthew Ritchie
| Assistant Arts Editor

people pretty ingenious about saving

I iving in an economic recession makes
money. Coupons, pre drinking, steal-

ing — these are all parts of the financial
exercises your average student partakes in
to save money while at school.

When it comes to books for school it
isn’t surprising for Dalhousie Arts stu-
dents to spend $600 or more on texts per
year. More specialized areas.of study, such
as engineering, are likely to spend $800
and up. But it’s possible to save a bunch
of money on textbooks if you have a bit
of time and are willing to look around.

The Dalhousie Bookstore can run
you up a lot of money with new edi-
tions, but if youre smart you'll head
their as soon as possible to pick up lim-
ited quantities of used books. In courses
that require one textbook, this can be
your easiest way to save money, with
books half the price of a new edition.

Halifax also has a number of good
used bookstores. One of the best will re-
quire a short trek to the north end of the
city where you'll encounter Books R’ Us
(6050 Almon St.). Not so much a used
bookstore as a large room covered floor
to ceiling with used books on shelves
and in piles, this is the ideal place to

_ shop for an arts student studying English
or Philosophy. If you have some time to
browse around you can generally pay for

How to save money on textbooks

a whole class for less than $20. Other no-
table used bookstores include Back Pages
Used Books (1526 Queen St.) and The
Last Word Bookstore (2160 Windsor St.).

Websites such as Amazon.ca also of-
fer good prices on books. New editions
can be priced as much as half the price
of the same book you'd find in your local

bookstore. The best part about a site like

Amazon.ca is the prices from the “new
& used” section. By searching through
the used section of the website you can
find your desired texts online for way
cheaper than an original with little to no
delivery fee. This is the best way to find
textbooks on the cheap for a number of
sciences. And if you're willing to give up
the small amount of newer information
found in a new edition, you can purchase
a pervious edition for even more savings.

At Dalhousie, we're also lucky to
have our own website: Tigerbooks.
ca. On this website you can negoti-
ate prices with fellow students and
meet them on campus for pick up.

When in doubt you can always walk
the halls of buildings like the Life Sci-
ences Centre or the Killam Library
where you will come across a num-
ber of postings for cheap textbooks.

With these rules you can save more
than half your allowance on books
for all of your school texts, leav-
ing some pocket cash for more of
the fun times university has to offer.

Teach Engish
Abroad

TESOL/TESL Teacher Training
Certification Courses

¢ Intensive 60-Hour Program

* Cl Manag; t Techni
* Detailed Lesson Planning

¢ ESL Skills Development

+ Comprehensive Teaching Material

* Interactive Teaching Practi .
¢ Internationally Recognized Certificate
* Teacher Placement Service

* Money-Back Guarantee Included

* Thousands of Satisfied Students

OXFORD SEMINARS
| 1-800-269-6719/416-924-3240
www.oxfordseminars.ca

 Tea Makes You Smarter!
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Arts

Laura Walton
Arts Contributor

ub crawls are going to make you
barf. So spend your money on

something that’s actually going to
help you pick up. The boutiques scattered
around the city are easy to find — if you
know where to look — and hard to leave.
Dressed in Time
If the boldly dressed mannequin on
the street doesn’t hold your attention,
the inside of this vintage hub will. As
they walk through the side entrance on
Brenton Street, shoppers are transported
into an archive containing the top trends
of decades past. Purses hang from the
ceiling and men’s fedoras are propped
on racks full of sweaters and dresses.
The store offers clothing from “vintage
to present, for ladies and gents, fab funky
finds” says smiling Owner Glen Walker.
“People get vintage and retro con-
fused,” Walker explains. “Vintage is
1950s and earlier. Then the 1960s are
rockabilly, the 70s are retro, and the
80s are pretty much just alternative. A
sad era for men and women,’ he jokes.
The prices are usually within the $15 to

very special” to be over $45. Among the
gemstones are numerous high-end de-
signer labels. With a Louis Vuitton vi-
sor plus Coach and Burberry purses,
Walker proves that his skills in buying
are well honed. (5670 Spring Garden Rd.)
Biscuit General Store
While the clothing here isn’t vintage,
it's objective is. With an extensive se-
lection from numerous credible labels,
this ever-growing boutique set out to
be a modern department store. The ap-
parel is accompanied by an array of
cosmetics, gifts, shoes and deco col-
_ lectibles. But the term department store
drags up images of oversized, imper-
sonal places such as The Bay and Sears.
“Those are outdated. They're all ei-
ther dead or dying’ observes owner
Wendy Friedman. “This is the mod-
ern manifestation of a  department
store, and in a boutique setting, car-
rying products geared towards mod-
ern day customers, not grandparents”
For over twelve years, the store has
been expanding and refining its collec-
tion. It now carries high end lines hard
to find elsewhere in the city. But the store
isn’t attracted by brand names as much
as it is by taste. “We don't sell things
because they are attached to a name,
we sell things we think are great,” Fried-
man says. “Our brand is Biscuit. We find
the best stuff, and we bring it to you”
The prices are customized to every
type of budget. Specializing in gifts un-
der $20, Biscuit is downtown stop worth
keeping on rotation. (1661 Argyle St.)
Don Deez Clothing
For guys that take pride in their style, the
place to look is here. “Induce lavish living”
is the store’s motto and prevalent theme.
Co-owner Michael Polek says his mis-
sion is to bring urban flavour to Halifax
in a way unlike any other store in the city.
His objective is to provide clothes that
have classic quality and style to last for
years. The pieces aim to be the keystones
in a well-developed wardrobe, combin-
ing timeless looks with current edge.
Chilled out hip-hop beats emit from
the sound system, but the store’s flavour
can’t be categorized. The garments rep-
resent the attitude of a city, but are not

advertised as urban. “I hate that word,
Polek says. “It’s developed a stigma of
being flashy, loud, and baggy, which
is the opposite of what we are doing
here. We do clean, fitted and stylish”
Five Four Clothing is the latest line
the store focuses on. Designed in Los
Angeles, it has started to blow up after
a diverse spread of celebrities, includ-
ing Franz Ferdinand, 50 Cent and Larry
King, donned clothes from the collec-
tion. The store’s other brands are equally
sought-after names including LRG Cloth-
ing and Clae Shoes. (1442 Dresden Row)
Love, Me Boutique
Handmade and locally created
items are what this funky shap is
all about. Indie designers thrive at
this beacon of one-of-a-kind items
for “wearing, living and giving,’ says
Owner Chara Kingston. Love, Me is com-
mittedtocarryingCanadiandesignersonly.
This boutique’s customer base is as di-
verse as its stock. Kids and adults, men

.and women, can find unique pieces to

compliment their individual style or to
give as memorable gifts. From Cotton
Candy Cupcake’s crafted leather earrings
to Laura Chenoweth’s hand-woven and
organic apparel, the store carries pieces
that are indeed on the path to being loved.
“It’s things you wear at a party, to class,
to work, that make people ask, ‘Wow,
where did you get that?” Kingston says.
The boutique is one that al-
lows every budget to obtain qual-
ity art and style. (1539 Birmingham St.)
Lost & Found
Slinking up to the north end earns
you a store of select second-hand finds,
plus the works of independent design-

_ers and artists. Treasures include care-

fully selected apparel and a range of
rare art, music and collectibles. Doo-
wop songs make customers swoon
as they peruse the quality leather, lo-
cal jewelry and art-deco house wares.

After they moved to Halifax from
Montreal, the owners brought a store
with them that catered to the individualis-
tic shopper. “People are taking more pride
in what they are wearing,’ Co-owner Jay
Melanson observes. “They are going less
to the box and trend stores and more to
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ones that are tailored towards originality”
Artists showcased on the walls ro-

tate every two months, but there are |

pieces that look as if they’ve hung there
forever. That’s probably because the
whole store has fluidity to its flare.

“We carry a variety but one that follows
a similar taste,” Melanson says, gesturing
at items in the shop. “People who love
that record would also love that sweater”

The chilled ~ out vibe

coerc-

es customers to linger and browse-

through the treasures of the past.
The store is also the physical home
of Divorce Distribution stock. Divorce

is an incredible online record com- |

pany that buys and trades with inde- |
pendent records labels and distributes |

their own vinyl. (2383 Agricola St.)
Allie’s Boutique
Last but far from least is one of the best-
kept secrets in Halifax. With over twenty-
three years of experience working in her
favor, Allie Fineberg has created a Halifax
highway to the latest purses and acces-
sories from the streets New York City.
“They get them Monday and I get
them Thursday’ Fineberg affirms.
Snakeskin purses, patent wallets
and graphic pashminas fill up this re-
stored house on Barrington Street.
The items here are exclusive, taste-
fully selected and priced to sell.
“I like to keep buying, so I have to
keep selling,” Fineberg smiles. “And if you
don't keep the stock fresh, keep updat-
ing, the pieces just aren’t good anymore.
The term “relevant” very accurately
describes the store’s stock and focus
on accessories. Handbags and purses
are the easiest way to update a ward-
robe, and often the most enjoyable to
purchase. Beyond bags, the store also
carries the latest jewelry, shoes, and
select vintage dresses and tops. With
its steady flow of regular clientele, the
caliber of the items makes the store a
secret one almost hesitates to share.
Experience and a strong reputa-
tion in the industry have kept Al-
lie’s thriving, especially during her
Halloween costume and Christmas
gift rushes. (1144 Barrington St.)

Tomorrow'’s Professionals

Apply Today!

Apply Online!

OMSAS Www.ouac.on.ca/omsas/

Ontario Medical School Application Service
September 15, 2009: Last day to register for
online applications

October-1, 2009: Application deadline

OLSAS

: Ontario Law School Application Service
November 2, 2009: Application deadline for first-year English programs
May 3, 2010: Application deadline for upper-year programs

www.ouac.on.ca/olsas/

TEAS WWW.ouac.on.ca/teas/

Teacher Education Application Service
December 1, 2009: Application deadline for English programs
. March 1, 2010: Application deadline for French programs

www.ouac.on.ca/orpas/ ORPAS

Ontario Rehabilitation Sciences Programs
Application Service

(Audiology, Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy/Physiotherapy,
Speech-Language Pathology)

January 8, 2010: Application deadline

170 Research Lane

Gue N1G 5E2

on.ca
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Joel Tichinoff
Sports Editor

DaLHousiE KARATE CLUB

Affiliated with the Halifax Internation-
al Shotokan Karate Federation (ISKF),
Dal Karate offers a full range of classes at
the beginner, intermediate and advance
levels at discounted rates for students at
Dalhousie and King’s College.

FYI: Kata are sequences of techniques
against imaginary opponents that blend
speed and elegance, power and finesse.
Names for kata such as Crane on a Rock,
Flying Swallow and Looking at the Sky
emphasize the wisdom old masters
learned from nature. -

Editor’s Note: Mould yourself into a
complete person, strong in mind, body
and spirit. Also, Dal Karate’s famous
“Split Crow” move should come in really
handy when waiting in line at the bar. But
know this, Grasshopper: not even Jet Li
could fight his way to the front of the line
at a campus Tim Hortons.

Contact: Philip.obrien@dal.ca

Website: www.iskf.ca

Facebook? No.

DavrHousie SCUBA Diving CLuB
Organized shore dives for beginners on

weekends in September and October. The
regular season is May to August. More
experienced divers are invited to take part
in night dives and wreck dives. Open to
all certified divers.

Don't Miss: Caged Shark Dive in
Lunenburg!

Editor’s Note: You've got to be certi-
fied balls-out crazy to put yourself in a
cage 20ft. below the surface of the North
Atlantic in shark-infested waters. These
dudes kick ass.

Contact: scuba@dal.ca

Website: seadevilns.spaces.live.com

Facebook? No.

DALHOUSIE DATING SOCIETY

Winner of the 2009 Best New Society
Award at Dal, this society brings many
singles, as well as couples together in an
environment that will stimulate interac-
tion and will provide a positive atmo-
sphere to get to know your fellow co-eds.

FYI: Dating is a sport.

Editor’s Note: Open to singles and
couples? Score.

Contact: dating@dal.ca

Website: daldating.dsu.dal.ca

Facebook? Yes. Probably creeping your
profile right now.

DALHOUSIE SWING DANCE SOCIETY

University students are keeping great
music and dancing alive in Halifax.
Founded in 2003, the swing dance society
provides a “healthy and fun social envi-
ronment” for those interested in swing
dancing and swing music. They even host
dances on the Waterfront.

Don’t Miss: Wednesday Night Swing
Dances at Bearly’s on Barrington Street
followed by karaoke!

Editor’s Note: 181 members and grow-
ing.

Contact: dalswing@gmail.com

Website: www.dalswing.tk

Facebook? Yes

DALHOUSIE WATER POoLO

Team practices Sundays, Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays at Dalplex from
September to April. Cross fitness and
extra swimming sessions offered weekly.
Open to all students. No previous Water
Polo experience necessary.

Don’t Miss: Spring Invitational tourna-
ment hosted annually by Dal Water Polo

Sports

Gazette Sports covers athletic
events and topics relevant to
Dalhousie. Email Joel at sports@
dalgazette.com to contribute

— the largest water polo meet in Atlantic
Canada.

Editor’s Note: I went out to a practice
and was bedridden for three days but
had a great time. If you're into combining
turbo fitness and a lot fun, water polo is
for you.

Contact: waterpolo@dal.ca

Website: waterpolo.athletics.dal.ca

Facebook? Yes.

Darnousie RuGBy FoorBaLL CLUB

Dal Rugby begins season 128 stronger
than ever. The Men’s team winning both
the Maritime and Eastern Canada cham-
pionships in 2009. Tier II teams and de-
velopment teams offer beginners a chance
to play with and learn from some of the
best university rugby players in the coun-
try.

FYI: Saturday’s a Rugby Day.

Editor’s Note: Dal Rugby is competi-
tive and exciting to watch. If you're not
personally into mud and blood grab a
12-pack of Keith's and get ready for some
Nova Scotia rugby.

Contact: (Women'’s) In514016@dal.ca,
(Men'’s) john.hewitt@dal.ca

Sports

Joel Tichinoff Sports editor
sports@dalgazette.com

Website:  dalhousieuniversityrugby-
footballclub.dsu.dal.ca

Facebook? Yes.

Joel Tichinoff was a member of the Dal
Men'’s Rugby Club last year.

DALHOUSIE KAYAKING SOCIETY

Whether you're honing your High
Brace or just out for an Eskimo Roll, DKS
offers year-round training and guidance
from qualified personnel to students of all
skill sets.

Don’t Miss: Some of the best sea-kaya-
king in the world here in NS

Editor’s Note: Kayak is one of my top
five favourite palindromes.

Contact: dks@dal.ca

Website: N/A

Facebook? No.

DAL BOARD SOCIETY

From the slopes to the surf, Dal Board
Society brings together students who share
a love for skiing, surfing, snowboarding and
every other kind of boarding, minus water-
boarding, Dal Board organizes overnight
surfing trips in the fall and day trips to Mar-
tock and Wentworth ski hills in winter.

CHRIS HAUGHN, SOCCER
Hometown: Halifax, NS
Degree/Major: Pharmacy
Favourite Grawood menu item: Traditional Club Sandwich
Favourite class at Dal: Social Psychology
Career aspirations: Research

Favourite pump-up song: t :
Words to live by: The human spirit is like a shark,

e of the Tiger

JEANETTE HUCK, SOCCER

Hometown: Hatchet Lake, NS

Degree/Major: Commerce, Major i

Favourite Grawood menu item: Nac

Favourite class at Dal: Financial Institutions

Career aspirations: Police Officer

' Favourite pump-up song: Eve of the Tiger

Words to live by: Pain is temporary, quitting lasts forever.

FOR TIGERS' SCHEDULES VISIT WWW.ATHLETICS.DAL.CA/ TIGERS

n it stops moving, it dies

GET TO KNOW YOUR TIGER TEAMS...

Look for “Meet the Tigers” events all year long.
The kick-off event is September 12 at the Grawood,
with great music, great prizes and Molson
Ambassadors on hand sampling their products.

The fun starts at 9pm!

SOCCER SEASON OPENERS
Saturday, September 12

Dal vs. Cape Breton, Wickwire Field
Women @ 1pm, Men @ 3:15pm

CROSS COUNTRY EXHIBITION MEET

Saturday, September 12

Point Pleasant Park

Women @ 12pm, Men @ 12:45pm

Admission is free for Dal students with ID

WWW.ATHLETICS.DAL.CA
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Sports

Seek passion and purpose

at university

Unsolicited advice from a campus success guru

Murray Walters
Sports Contributor

h, September. You bring new
sights and sounds of the univer-
sity campus: frosh week, new

classes, new friends and new professors.

It's a lot to take in. As a seasoned veteran
of university life I've experienced two pro-
grams, many Grawood nights, campus
events and all the trials and tribulations
of your average student. And parties.

Yes, we all love parties — sadly some of
which are sausage fests and more hype
than anything. But more importantly, on
top of all that, I've experienced campus life
with a purpose. I know what I'm passion-
ate about, so I'm going after it, contrary to
what others have told me to do with my life.

With so many of these good
things going on around you, some-
times it can be tough to really fo-
cus on the real reason you're here.

Many people who you have been in-
fluenced by in life have told you that you
are here to just get an education so that
you can get a job and join the rat race
or the “grind”. Many of these people are
people who at some point in their lives
had a vision for the quality of life they
wanted to obtain, but somewhere along
the way lost that vision and settled for
less then they could be. Don't live that life.

Whether youre new to university,
or you're like me and you've been here
a while, it’s never too late to discover

your passion. Don’t decide to go into

a field because of the money you'll
make or because your parents told you
to. Do it because it's what you want
to do. It doesn’t matter what anybody
else thinks, it all comes down to you.

I'm not telling you to be a jerk to
people along your journey of life, be-
cause I think you should help as many
people you can along the way. How-
ever, what it comes down to is that if
youre only doing something for the
money or to please somebody else then
you will live a less than fulfilling life.

I leave you with two keys in discover-
ing your passion. 1) Don't let your talents
overtake your passion. Just because you're
superficially good at something and could
make money at it doesn’t mean you need
to make it your life. If that were the case
I would have gone to community col-
lege to get a certificate for printing tech-
nology and would be working in a print
shop instead of following my dreams. 2)
Look out for things you do in your daily
life where when you are doing them time
seems to fly. This could be something
you are passionate about. Ask yourself.

It’s time to turn down the suck knob on
life and make it better. Live on Purpose.
Walters Sociol-

Murray studies

ogy at Dalhousie University. He is

a  motivational  speaker,
trainer and professional bodybuilder.

personal |

MEET THE TIGERS!

CHRIS HAUGHN, SOCCER, Halifax, NS
Deg jor: Pharmacy

Favourite Grawood menu ifem: Club Sanc
Favourite dass at Dal: Secial Psychology

Career spirations: Research

JEANETTE HUCK, SOCCER, Hatchet Lake, NS

Degree/Major: Commerce, Major in Finance
awood menu item: Nach
ssaf Dal: Finandal Institutions
Career aspirations: Police Officer

GET TO KNOW YOUR TIGERS...

Look for “Meet the Tigers” events all year long!
The kick-off event is September 12 at the Grawood, with
great music, great prizes and Molson Ambassadors

on hand sampling their products. The fun starts at 9pm!

(j;r Vood

CANADIAN

SOCCER SEASON OPENERS

Dal vs. Cape Breton, W @

CROSS COUN

12pm, M @ 12:45pm

Admission is free for Dal students with ID

Tpm, M @ 3:15pm

WWW.ATHLETICS.DAL.CA
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‘Atlantic Football League is
born in New Brunswick

Sarah Ratchford
CUP Atlantic Bureau Chief

air, and along with it comes a new
league for football teams in Atlantic
Canada.

The Atlantic Football League (AFL) is
finally in action after four years of sort-
ing out the fine details. There are three
teams in the league thus far: the Moncton
Raiders, the Saint John Seawolves and the
Fredericton Red Bombers. The latter two
teams will be affiliated with the University
of New Brunswick campuses in their cities.

The AFL teams will not be playing at the
varsity level, but that doesn’t mean there
aren’t big plans in store for the league.

The idea for an Atlantic football league
was formulated by Saint John's Barry Og-
den, who approached Fredericton’s Larry
Wisniewski about it a year and a half ago.

Ogden is the General Manager for the
Seawolves team, while Wisniewski per-
forms that function for the Bombers. The
Moncton team will be run by Dan Fougere.

Although the league has just begun,
plans are already in store for major growth.

“We're going to grow, says Ogden.
“The potential is huge . . . PEI wants
in this year. We're well on our way
with the organization. We've even had
some interest in Maine ... Football is
growing in age, it's growing in gender
and different people’s physical sizes”

Ogden likes the fact that ath-
letes of all different sizes and types
of" athleticism can play football
and feel good about themselves.

Although the prospect of a league is
not a new one, the idea only became vi-
able in July and August, says Wisniewski.

“The word was out, but

FREDERICTON (CUP) — Fall is in the

criti-

cal issues weren’t settled. Key pieces
were players, coaching staff and fi-
nances, and we received substan-
tial support in all of those areas’”

While they all belong to the same
league, the teams will be set up dif-
ferently in terms of membership.

The Raiders will be a community-based
team. Fougere says the Moncton team
wanted to stay away from universities.

“Universities have club teams, which
means they have to take so many from
the university itself. We'll take stu-
dents from (Crandall University) and
the Université de Moncton, but we
want the best product he explains.

The General Manager is concerned
that if primarily university students
are accepted, the team may not be able
to draw in as much talent as possible.

“We want a competitive
product on the field” he says.

The teams out of the two UNB cam-
puses — the Seawolves and Bomb-
ers — will draw mostly from uni-
versity students to fill their rosters.

UNB Saint John'’s team will be based
on campus, but Wisniewski says the Sea-
wolves will encourage players from New
Brunswick Community College and the
greater Saint John community to try out.

At UNB Fredericton, about 65 per
cent of the team will be UNB students.
The other 35 per cent of Bombers will

be Saint Thomas University students and -

members of the Fredericton community.

“The team will have a strong UNB
presence, but (there is) an open door
to students from STU.and the com-
munity who would want that link
and  affiliation,” says = Wisniewski.

Tryouts for all three teams are
in full swing and students are get-

ting anxious to get out on the field.

Third year UNB Fredericton law student
Justin DeMerchant has taken a leadership
role with-the Bombers already. He spent
much of his time this summer recruiting
players and spreading the word through
Facebook and the team’s new website.

DeMerchant has been a key
part of the interim player
tive and plans to play defence.

“It’s exciting. I'm looking forward to the
season and I think everybody else is, too.”

“Just because it’s not part of Cana-
dian Interuniversity Sport (CIS), doesn't
mean it can’t be of that caliber;” he says.

Third year UNB Fredericton busi-
ness student Fraser Boldon shares De-
Merchant’s sentiment. Boldon also
worked to recruit players this summer.
He played football for nine years prior
to coming to UNB, and he can’t wait
for the opportunity to get back at it.

“Its a great feeling. I've just been trying
to stay in shape and biding my time, wait-
ing for it to come. I'm glad to have got it to-
gether and be getting a team on the field,’
he says. “I'm really excited that football’s
back at UNB and we’re dead serious about
bringing out its full potential. We'd love to
have as many fans and students and people
in Fredericton come out and support us.”

The first AFL game is scheduled to take
place in Fredericton, where the Bombers,
who went on a 29 year hiatus due to lack
of funds in 1980, played their last game.

“l proposed to Fredericton that we
have the first game there says Og-

execu-

.den. “In 1979 the Red Bombers played

their last game, so why not commemo-
rate the thirtieth anniversary of that?”
The league kicks off September 26,
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The Belliveau Renaissance

Tanguay and Gervais top star-studded list of
off-season acquisitions

Joel Tichinoff
SBorTs Editor

Last year the Dalhousie Tigers Men's

Hockey team was the worst var-

sity hockey team in North America.
But if coach Pete Belliveau is right, that’s
about to change.

Between Nov. 8, 2008 and the last game
of the season on Feb. 14, 2009, the Tigers
won two games and lost 20. The team
finished last in the AUS — a full 11 points
behind second last St. Thomas University.

In all of North America, only the
Brown University Bears of the East-
ern College Athletic Conference had a

out of 140 games since winning the CIS
bronze medal in 2004. He came to rebuild.

If the past year is any indication,
Belliveau is planning on doing more
than simply reviving a decrepit hock-
ey team. And if he succeeds, he will
put Dalhousie on the map as a con-
tender in Canadian varsity hockey.

In his first season with the Tigers,
the new coach squeezed as much as
he could out of Dals talent-thin ros-
ter on the ice while working tirelessly
-behind the scenes on a major over-
haul of the Dalhousie hockey program.

The beginning of Belliveau’s regime
in Halifax was marked by the additions

B e i pmmwgei‘meﬁm_“’fﬁléﬁféa Nova Scotian forward Trevor

finished with 10 points in 22 games.
Dalhousie managed only nine points in
28 games, going 4-23-1 in 2008/2009.

The Tigers were outscored 152 to 78,
posting the worst goal differential of
any Canadian university hockey team.
Starting goaltender Josh Disher let in
an average of 5.41 goals per game while
leading the league in 30 saves per game.

Not one single Dal player was in-
vited to the AUS All Star Team. Team
point leader Chad McCaffrey had
13 goals, 19 assists and a +/- rating
of -20. Not surprisingly, Dal had the
worst attendance rate in the league.

Enter Coach Belliveau. In his 30 years
of hockey experience, Belliveau has rarely
been wrong. Widely regarded as one of
the finest coaches in Canadian university
hockey, he began coaching at the Uni-
versité de Moncton in 1991. In his nine
years as head coach of the university’s
Aigles Bleus, Belliveau led his team into
the post-season eight times, winning
the AUS Championships in 1995 and
1999, Belliveau’s Aigles Bleus appeared
twice in the CIS national championships,
claiming the University Cup in 1995.

Following his success in New Bruns-
wick, Belliveau was coach of the Lake-
head University Thunderwolves from
2001 to 2007. During his six-year ten-
ure in Thunder Bay, the Thunderwolves
posted a 91-44-11 regular season re-
cord, going 26-12 in six playoff appear-
ances, including a 13-0 post-season
record at home. In 2006, Belliveau re-
turned to thé University Cup Finals in
a 3-2 loss to the University of Alberta.

In March of 2008, Dalhousie Univer-
sity announced it had signed Belliveau,
ranked ninth in all time wins as a CIS
coach. Belliveau took over a Dal team
that had missed the playoffs four years in
row and placed last in league standings
for three consecutive seasons losing 113

- ey powerhouse

Mackenzie, and the Swedish duo of Robert
Ahlander and Hampus Engzell. Arguably
last season’s top rookie, Mackenzie tied
Chad McCaffrey for top goal scorer at 13
goals and 21 points. Ahlander and Engzell
had nine and eight points respectively.

A flurry of signings in the off-sea-
son resulted in a major reshuffling the
Tigers lineup going into 2009/2010
with 12 new recruits entering the
Dal system, most of whom are ex-
pected to make an immediate impact.

Leading the class of 2009 is former
Quebec Major Junior Hockey League star
Maxime Tanguay. Younger brother to
Alex Tanguay of the Tampa Bay Lightning,
Tanguay scored 26 goals and 66 points
last season with the Victoriaville Tigres.

Joining Maxime from the QIMHL are
goaltender Bobby Nadeau, gritty for-

wards Shea Kewin and Francois Gauth- -

ier, and star defenceman Benoit Gervais
who ranked second among QJMHL
blueliners last season with 62 points.

The Tigers' offense received another
boost with the addition of Daniel Bartek
of the Western Hockey League’s Ever-
ett Silvertips and former member of the
2008 Czech IIHF world junior team.

Further depth was added up front
with Junior A star Ryan Stoddard,
Michigan-native Jacob Johnstone as
well as Jordan Gagne and Ron Kelly,
who tallied a combined 104 points
last season in the BCHL, and six-foot-
four Swedish winger Gabriel Lundin.

Last but not least, former NCAA
defenceman Jordy Berk will “also be
joining the Tigers from ECAC hOf:k-
Cornell  University.

The Tigers have yet to play a game
this season, but have already begun
to turn heads. Whether the newcom-
ers can end the playoff drought remains
to be seen, but one thing is certain: the
worst is over. Let the Belliveau era begin.

Sports

Balancing barefoot

Slacklining at Dalhousie

Joel Tichinoff
Sports Editor

| wo trees, a thin strip of nylon and
dynamic balance are all you need to

slackline.
“Anyone can do it but I've never

| seen anyone get it right the first time)
| says Dalhousie Slacklining Club Presi-

dent Greg Bathe. “It’s a challenge just

| getting from one side to the other”

You've probably seen them on campus
— some talking casually in the shadow of
a leafy shade tree, some resting on the
sunny grass — all eyes fixed on a solitary
figure, barefoot, moving across a bounc-
ing line stretched between two trunks.
It’s not a circus and that’s not a tightrope
but it looks like fun. They are slackliners
and their sport is so new that it is still de-
veloping new tricks and styles every year.
There’s even a new form of slacklining
that incorporates traditional yoga posi-
tions with the intense focus and expert
balance that “slackers” find irresistible.

Slacklining has been present on Dal
campus for over a decade but has re-
cently exploded in popularity among
Dal students. Formerly practiced only
among an elite group of adrenaline junk-
ies, the Dalhousie Slacklining Club now
includes over fifty members and is grow-
ing thanks in a large part to Bathe’s ef-
forts at organizing slackers into a society
funded by the Dalhousie Student Union.

Practicing in the middle of campus

&
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on sunny days doesn’t discourage in-
terest either. Many members began
as curious campus bystanders pass-
ing by a practice who had to stop and
try it out. Greg Bathe himself admits
he began as an interested onlooker.

“I was walking by and thought,
‘that looks easy, couldnt do it and
got hooked” Bathe says, smiling.

More like walking on a thin tram-
poline than crossing a tightrope, slack-
ing or slacklining-emerged in the 1970s
among the high treetops and sheer cliffs
of California’s Yosemite National Park.
Restless climbers began testing their bal-
ance on parking lot chains and climbing
webs stretched between two posts. It was
only a matter of time before adventure

seekers were pushing themselves to ever
more difficult tricks and greater heights.

The sport grew into two branch-
es: lowlining, which is stunt-oriented
and mercifully close to the ground,
and highlining, which requires dare-
devils to cross a slackline at a sub-
stantial height above land or water.

“There is no highlining at Dal ...yet”
says Bathe. “That’s a whole other world”

The day when we see a slackline

. A,
strung high above campus is certainly

far off. Until then, Dal slackers will be

balancing barefoot, practicing ollies and

360's on the lowline. And they will hap-
pily share the line with anyone who dares.

One gone, more to follow?

Tony von Richter
CUP Sports Bureau Chief

NCAA’s Division Il approved a reso-

lution in 2007 permitting the admis-
sion of schools from outside the United
States, observers wondered if any mem-
bers of Canadian Interuniversity Sport
(CIS) would soon jump to the more pres-
tigious American organization.

FREDERICTON (CUP) — When the

This summer, the CIS fans got their

answer when Simon Fraser 'University
announced their intention to join Di-
vision II's Great Northwest Athletic
Conference as of the 2011/2012 season.

The move to the NCAA “just fit the
long-term philosophy of Simon Fra-
ser University, said Dr. David Mur-
phy, Director of Athletics at SFU. “The
founding fathers, their philosophy and
their intentions were always to play-in a
north-south direction, and the oppor-
tunity arose again for us to get back to
our traditional rivals. As it stands now,
we have teams that still play in the (Na-
tional Association of Intercollegiate
Athletics) and only six that play in the
CIS, so it was getting back to our roots”

CIS Chief Executive Officer Marg
McGregor said via email that while the
CIS would have preferred SFU to stay
with the organization, they wish their
student athletes the best in returning to
the school’s American sporting roots.

Since its inception in 1965, the SFU
Clan have competed in the US-based
NAIA and only placed teams in the CIS
in 2002 when they were unable to fol-
low many of their NAIA rivals to Divi-

sion II. Murphy indicated that history of
playing in the United States was a large
reason why nearly all of the athletes
and §taﬁ and the majority of supporters
were in favor of the move to the NCAA.

Although SFU is moving to the
NCAA, don't expect to be seeing them
on primetime TV anytime soon as Di-
vision II receives far less media: cover-
age and attention than Division I, which
is comprised of much larger schools.

Despite not being on the same playing
field as Ohio State or Notre Dame, SFU’s
CIS teams will gain a large advantage in
the amount of scholarship money that
they can offer to, their student athletes.

Currently, CIS teams can only offer to
pay for a student’s tuition and fees, but
Division I and II teams can also cover
an athlete’s room and board as well as
textbook costs. McGregor noted, how-
ever, that the CIS has established a task
force to examine this issue as part of a
10-point plan to improve the CIS. It aims
to report back to the membership in 2010.

Some have suggested that the CIS’ plan
(and their recent decision to not allow dual
membership between the CISand NCAA)
is mostly a response to the NCAA open-
ing its membership to Canadian schools.

McGregor says that was only one
of many factors behind the CIS' de-
cision to develop their action plan.

“CIS has viewed the NCAA Division
II decision to open their membership
to Canadian universities as one of many
catalysts for change within CIS. The en-
vironment has changed fairly dramati-
cally in the past 24 months, and not just
because of the NCAA decision. CIS is

‘Simon Fraser leaves CIS for NCAA starting in 2011/2012

committed to continuous improvement.”

While SFU is set to become an NCAA
member within two years, there are still
a few issues to solve such as eligibility for
each student athlete. The NCAA has had
some issue with football players with pre-
vious junior football experience, for exam-

ple. Murphy, though, said he expects that <

issue to be resolved without any problems.

A larger issue will be how to imple-
ment legislation, dubbed “Title IX]
which states that athletic scholarships
between men and women must be eéqual.

“Title IX will be new, and certainly
it will cause of a little bit of a prob-
lem when we start out, but they don't
say from day one that you have to be
compliant — you just have to be work-
ing towards compliancy,’ said Murphy.

He stated that the university is al-
ready addressing this issue and he
has already spoken with a number of
women’s club teams about becoming
part of the varsity athletics program.

Regardless of any issues that may
need to be resolved, Murphy is happy
that SFU is once again able to play their
traditional American rivals and feels
for the most part that SFU will be very
competitive in Division II from day one.

“I'd say all the NAIA teams are ready
now. We're playing Division II, Divi-
sion I with our NAIA teams right now.

On the CIS teams, I think that men’s

basketball and football will be in for a
tough few years. I think our women’s
basketball is just fantastic. If they can
keep everybody together they’ll be fine.
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THE SEXTANT

DALHOUSIE'S OFFICIAL ENGINEERING NEWSPAPER

S1X DEGREES OF LOSING YOUR DIGNITY AT THE T-ROOM

(OR GRAWOOD)

Zhindra Gillis
(follow up to original article by
Jaqueline Poushay)

It is the beginning of the term and after
all that has happened I am reaching into
the past and my own experience to give
you some sound advice. If you haven’t
been to the T-Room vyet this semester |
hope you will go. It’s a fun time (live
mustc on Thursday nights, Trivia on
Friday nights!). Having a bar on our
campus is a great and convenient thing,
but in order to prevent you from major
embarrassment, you must take some
precaution. I have definitely had those
“OMG I did that last night!” moments.
In order to spare you, the readers of
The Sextant, of similar embarrassment,
I present Six Degrees Of Losing Your
Dignity At The T-Room 2

1. Puking. The bar is carpeted and puk-
ing in it just makes it disgusting for

everyone, including your classmates
who are working and sober and have to
break out the puke packs to soak it up.
If you do have to puke, do it in a gar-
bage can and have your friends hide
you while you puke, or do it discretely
in a glass or pitcher. I personally have-
n’t puked at the T-Room yet. Butif
you’re a sympathetic puker it’s not a
good idea to watch your friends race
yards at the Grawood.

2. Making out with someone. Not only
will neither of you remember it, but
your (relatively) more-sober Trivia
teammates actually will, your friends
also will, and pretty much everyone
else in the bar will. Making out in pub-
lic is never okay, and it’s especially not
okay in a space like the T-Room, no
matter how hard you try to justify it
“it’s okay, it’s the Concrete Canoe
competition! Anything goes.” No. Just
no.

3. Getting a concussion. Mild head
trauma is never cool, especially after a
night of drinking, ESPECIALLY if you
get it jumping into a cab. It Will cost
you an uncomfortable night in the
emergency room and.questions of
“How did you manage that?” and “Did
you really try to Superman into a cab?”
the next day.

4. Getting motorboats/giving motor-
boats. This falls under the same cate-
gory as making out with someone.
Even if you are simply demonstrating
what a motorboat is to someone who
has read this article and wondering
what it is. Motorboat demonstrations
are also big fat NOs.

5. Displaying acts of emotion. No mat-
ter how much of an asshole that guy
was, it’s not cool to yell at him/corner
him and ask him questions or slap him.
Keep your personal problems outside

the T-Room and just have a good time
with your friends, despite the proven
fact that what you are feeling before
you head out on a Friday night will just
be amplified by consumption of alco-
hol.

6. Proudly double fisting when you are
already drunk. This can possibly result
in being fireman-carried up 4 flights of
stairs, and seeing statements you’ve
made on Overheard at Dal. These are
moments your friends will never let
you live down.

WELCOME BACK ONE AND ALL!

Anna West
Editor

Well, here we are again! It’s Sep-
tember and that means the begin-
ning of yet another grueling year
of assignments, reports, studying,
and the list goes on.

Don’t let the stress of the aca-

demic world ruin the best years of

your life. Get out there, try some-
thing new, go to a game, check
out the T-Room, pick up a
sweater vest and have some fun!
This semester is going to be filled
with activities! The DSEUS has
fresh faces who are pumped and
ready to provide whatever it is
that students want to get involved
with. Check out DalSexton.ca for
more information regarding up-
coming events, discipline chal-
lenges and exciting going-ons.

Another way to spread your wings
is to write for The Sextant! Engi-
neering doesn’t have to be all
about crunching numbers, spitting
out formulas and drinking your-
self under the table. Writing for
The Sextant is a wonderful oppor-
tunity for students to improve
their written communication

skills. Communication skills, both
written and oral, are extremely
valuable in both university and
the work force. An engineer is
pretty useless if he/she can’t ef-
fectively express concerns, poten-
tial issues, design ideas or product
pros and cons.

Writing an article typically takes
an hour and those who get their
articles published will be re-
warded for their efforts. Articles
for The Sextant range from hu-
morous antics around campus, to
experiences from past co-op work
terms, to intellectual editorials, to
promotions for upcoming events
to political viewpoints.

Writing doesn’t have to be pain-
ful. The following are a few ‘tips
that I have learned over the years
of writing both for pleasure and
for school/work:

1. Scrap down a quick outline.
This helps to formulate thoughts
and put them in a logical order. It
is just tentative, but assists the
writer in covering all points
wanted. i

2. Write the way you speak. Don’t

worry about proper grammar,
punctuation or using big words.
Just write the way you would tell
your best friend a story. You can
always clean it up later, but writ-
ing in this manner ensures ease of
flow.

3. Walk away if you need to. If
you're having a brain fart, can’t
find the right words or just aren’t
in the mood for writing, take a
break and come back to it later.
You'll get a better piece if you
don’t force it, but let it just come
naturally.

4. If you edit your own work, 3. is
very important. Also, rtead it
aloud. If you’re editing something
you've written yourself, you
know what you're trying to say
and will automatically fill in miss-
ing words. Reading aloud helps to
reduce this and get the perspective
of someone else reading it.

4. USE SPELL CHECK!

I would love to hear from every
student on this campus and am
open to suggestions for i lmprovmg
the campus newspaper!

Thursday September 10 « First Class Bash

Feature Band: Hawco

Friday September 11 » Trivia
I

DSE

dalhousnesexton
englneering undemmmw

September 18 - 20, 2009 « Sexton Fall Festival
Every Friday Afternoon + Engibeering in the Design Commons
Apparel * Belt Buckles (Bronze, Silver and Gold Toned), Key Chains and T-Shms

Questions, Comments and to Contribute sextant@dal.ca

DAL

ENG

Visit Sexton Campus's

Co-orP CORNER

Important Dates:

September 14, 2009 « First day of job postings
for Round 1

Séptember 17, 2009 » Monthly Experience Re-
cords, Performance Appraisal and Work Term
Report due for returning engineering students
September 29, 2009 « Halifax Career Day

Things to Remember:

The $300 fee must be paid (Student Accounts)

and students must be registered (Dal Online)

for their upcoming co-op work term before they

are able to view and apply to PlacePro job

postings.

Employers may want a Drivers’ Abstract as

well as.a Transcript, Resume and Cover Letter.

A Drivers’ Abstract can be obtained from a

Registry of Motor Vehicles Office.

Students are encouraged to do their own job

search as well as to utilize the postings on

PlacePro. If you get a job without going

through PlacePro, be sure to let the co-op of-

fice know so they can designate you  as

‘placed’.

Forms are online or at the co-op office for those

students who get jobs outside of PlacePro. If
you do not fill out this form, then your work

term may not be eligible for co-op and may not -
count as time towards your E.IT., or profes-

sional engineering designation.

If you have just returned from a co-op work
term, you must change your preferences on -
PlacePro to search for jobs for your next work
term.

The co-op website offers many tips and is very
informative. The website is:

_http://www.engandcompscicoop.dal.ca

s Online Resource dalsexton.ca
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CHEVROLET 2477 ROBIE'STREET * HALIFAX * 422-8551
| CADILLAC  WWW.OREGANSCHEVROLET.COM

DRIVING HIGHER STANDARDS

2009 Aveo5 offer includes GM Loyalty discount and Cash Delivery allowance discounts over 84 month finance term includes taxes. Plus freight, PDI and delivery fee's. 2009 Cobalt Coupe
or Sedan offer includes GM Loyalty discount and Cash Delivery aflowance discounts over 84 mont finance term; includes taxes. Plus freight, PDI and delivery fee's,

& Durty Nellys..
Aap Autbhentic Lrish Pub
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SEPTEMBER 17TH

FOOD SPECIALS

IRISH STEW $9.99

CORN BEEF & CABBAGE $
FISH & CHIPS $9.99

DURTY NELLY’S QUIZ NIGHT
MONDAY NIGHTS

Sudoko Answers
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——Now Piaying
Assignment Calculator =
Refworks

Worldgat

Powerful tools for your academic success.
Real time and online, from wherever you are.

library.dal.ca
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