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Airporter Shuttle Bus Stop at Dal

Starting next week the Airporter shuttle bus will
stop on the Seymour street side of the Student Union
building during holiday weekends and the beginning
and end of term. There is also a stop for Sexton
Campus in the works, although the pick-up/drop-off
site has not been finalized. For December 12" to 15%
the Airporter is scheduled to leave at 5:30, 7:20,
9:40, 11:55, and 1:40 from the Seymour side of the
SUB. The trip takes approximately 40 minutes and
costs $28 for a round trip. One-way fare is $16. For
return times and a pdf copy of the schedule check out

Federal Liberal Convention

With a new liberal leader comes a new opportunity for
us to lobby for post secondary education. The
Canadian Alliance of Student Associations had two
head office staff at the convention as observers, not
only to build on CASA’s strong government relations,
but also to build our relationships with national
media. It was great to hear Stéphane Dion speak about
education during his speech on Friday at the
convention. He said:

“The sustainable economy is, above all, a
knowledge economy. We need to invest in the
skills and talents of all Canadians, in our
colleges and universities, in our students.
We need to better link the lab and the
market. We need to get Canadian ideas into
the marketplace more quickly.'

What stands out in the above quote, is that Dion
refers to education as an investment; an investment
in people, infrastructure, and our country. This is
a shift that we have been working on for over two
years now and it is great to see it trickling into
national politics. Dion’s idea of a knowledge-based
economy is further explained in a speech he gave in
Vancouver last May.

Check out the DSU weblog to watch a video we uncovered
of Dion discussing his stance on education. The video
was hosted on Dion’s website but was hidden from
public view. As far as we know, it can now only be
viewed at the DSU blog. In it, Dion says that he would

like to see increased federal funding to help students .

afford education and for research. All of this bodes
very well for our fight for post-secondary education.
For links to both of Dion’s speeches and the video
check out Mike Tipping’s post on the DSU blog at
dalhousieStudentUnion.blogspot.com.

As this will be my last =
article of the term I want
to wish you the best of
luck on your exams and a
happy holidays on behalf
of all of us here at the
DSU.

See you in January,

Ezra Edelstein

DSU President

Room 222 SUB

dsupres@dal.ca

my.dsu.ca / www.dsu.ca

Check out our blog at
dalhousieStudentUnion.blogspot.com
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16, $6

The 11th Annual USK Xmas Show
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All contributions in this issue of The Gazette were made by the staff listed above and the

A “staff contributor” is a member of the paper defined as
a person who has had three volunteer articles, or photo-
graphs of reasonable length, and/or substance published in
three different issues within the current publishing year.

The Gazette is the official written record of Dalhousie Uni-
versity since 1868 and is open to participation from all stu-
dents. It is published weekly during the academic year by
the Dall Gazette Publishing Society.

The Gazette is a student-run publication. Its primary pur-
pose is to report fairly and objectively on issues of impor-
tance and interest to the students of Dalhousie University,
to provide an open forum for the free expression and ex-
change of ideas, and to stimulate meaningful debate on
issues that affect or would otherwise be of interest to the
student body and/or society in general.

Views expressed in the Hot or Not feature, Top 10 listing,
and opinions section are solely those of the contributing
writers, and do not necessarily represent the views of The
Gazette or its staff. Views expressed in the Streeter feature
are solely those of the person being quoted, and not The
Gazette's writers or staff. All quotes attributed to Joey Ryba
in the Streeter feature of this paper are written, in good hu-
mour, by staff, and do not necessarily represent the views of
Joey Ryba. This publication is intended for readers 18 years
of age or older. The views of our writers are not the explicit
views of Dalhousie University.

All students of Dalhousie University, as well as any inter-
ested parties on or off-campus, are invited to contribute
to any section of the newspaper. Please contact the appro-
priate editor for submission guidelines, or drop by for our
weekly volunteer meetings every Monday at 5:30 p.m. in
room 312 of the Dal SUB. The Gazette reserves the right to
edit and reprint all submissions, and will not publish mate-
rial deemed by its editorial board to be discriminatory, rac-
ist, sexist, homophobic or libellous. Opinions expressed in
submitted letters are solely those of the authors. Editorials
in The Gazette are signed and represent the opinions of the
writer(s), not necessarily those of The Gazette staff, Edito-
rial Board, publisher, or Dalhousie University.

6136 University Avenue  info@dalgazette.ca
Halifax, Nova Scotia www.dalgazette.ca
B3H 4J2

General Inquiries Advertising Inquiries

(902) 494 - 2507 (902) 494 - 6532

advertising@dalgazette.ca
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following contributors: Catherine Holloway, Jimmy Kapche, Angelica Blenich, Hugh
Wallace, Christina Stefanski, and Kate Robertson.

This is the last issue of the term. Thanks!

The next contributor meeting will take place January 3rd at 5:30 p.m. in Room 312 of the
Dalhousie SUB. We need writers, photographers, illustrators, readers and ideas. If you can
contribute any of these, please drop us a line or come by the office.
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ond time’s the cham...

RAFAL ANDRONOWSKI
Editor-in-Chief

e all knew it was coming.

Some marked it on the cal-
endar, others scribbled it down in
a notepad or stuck a post-it note
someplace.

If you're like me, you did all
three plus a few more.

And still the date creeps up.
Then, all of a sudden, it’s here. De-
spite being a long time coming, and
fully expected, it is still somehow
refreshingly abrupt.

The end of first term.

It's always a surprise how quick-
ly the months go by. It feels as if the
school year has just started and al-
ready it’s time to head out for the
holidays.

Thinking back, one week blurs
into the next. The past few weeks

are particularly indistinguishable
from each other.

And you know what?

When second term starts and we
are back in the daily grind of school,
work and life, the weeks will once
again meld into one.

The only way I can tell them
apart is by what issue of The Gazette
is coming out when...

This week is number 14. Half-
way through the year. And spanning
halfway across one wall of our of-
fice are copies of each issue we have
published so far.

Looking back over the covers, it
is clear that our best stories and is-
sues have come from you — be they
your ideas or written by you. The
Gazette is your publication. It's your
stories, your opinions, your photos.

Without your help, this paper
would not exist. There is only so

much a few editors can do while be-
ing students at the same time.

I can’t really remember when I
first became a contributor at The
Gazette. It was sometime in 2002, or
maybe 2003, and I had been an ea-
ger reader all through first term. But
I couldn’t find the time and will to
come to a meeting.

Second term brought about a
change in schedule and attitude. I
stepped through the office door and
haven't looked back. Through The
Gazette, I have been given opportu-
nities to attend some amazing con-
certs, meet a great variety of people
and do what I love — take thou-
sands upon thousands of photos.

If you've been thinking about
coming to a meeting to write, pho-
tograph or otherwise contribute, or
if you want to send us ideas or sug-
gestions, now’s the time.

420-9999

6112 Quinpool Rd.
@ Vernon St.

444-9999

480 Parkland Dr.

Serving Halifax Peninsula & Fairmount

Serving Clayton Park, Fairview;,
Kingswood, & Bedford South of
Hammond Plains Rd.




News Editor: Reid Southwick
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Associate News Editor: Katie May

Contact: news@dalgazetite.ca

Halifax

house was on the floor and everything was covered in glass,” says
Edith Murphy-Hartnett, Halifax Explosion survivor.

Explosion Survivors

KaTIE MAY
Staff Contributor

dith Murphy-Hartnett still has

nightmares. It's been 89 years
since those two ships collided in
Halifax harbour, but even so, the 96-
year-old gets frightened every time
she hears a foghorn in the distance.

The morning of December 6,
1917 dawned bright and cloudless
over Halifax. By 9:05 a.m., clouds of
smoke billowed into the air; the only
light left came from a mass of burst-
ing flames that ravaged through the
city’s North End.

It was rush hour at the docks
when the Belgian vessel Imo scraped
the side of Mont-Blanc, a container
ship loaded with explosives. Sparks
from the collision ignited the ship in
a violent blast, becoming the biggest
man-made explosion in pre-nuclear
history. Within minutes, 2,000 peo-
ple were dead; another 9,000 were
injured and 12,000 were homeless.

To commemorate the 90th an-
niversary of the Halifax Explosion,
the Maritime Museum of the Atlan-
tic hosted a survivor’s reception on
Dec. 3. Roughly 45 people gathered
to listen to others’ memories and
share their own.

Murphy-Hartnett was only eight
years old when the blast destroyed
most of Halifax’s North End. She’s
been telling her story here for the
last few years and she says she'll keep
telling it for as long as she is able.

“I remember it like it was yester-
day,” she says, wincing as if experi-
encing the pain of December 6 over
again.

“I remember every bit of it, that
damn explosion. I'll never forget
that because everything in the house

was on the floor and everything was
covered in glass. All the windows
were out; there wasn't a key left in
the piano.”

“I get scared a lot when I hear
the boats blow,” she continues. “I'm
always scared we might have some-
thing else happen.”

David Sutherland, a retired Dal-
housie history professor, says the
disaster had major long-term ef-
fects on future generations. He says
the public housing and health-care
Halifax has today began as efforts to
rebuild the city after the explosion.

Sutherland says people will nev-
er forget what happened because
they have a “morbid curiosity” about
horrific events.

“People remember this because,
to be crass about it, it generates
tourist revenues,” he says. “This was
the one time that the war came to
our shores. It’s still haunting us.”

And it will continue to haunt
those who were there to witness the
desolate days that followed the ex-
plosion.

Wilfrid Creighton was a 13-year-
old boy at home on LeMarchant St.
when he felt the house shake. He
lost six relatives in the explosion and
can still recall the ruins that over-
whelmed the city in its aftermath.

“I didn’t know how serious it was
then,” the 102-year-old says. “When
I got up and saw the destruction,
saw dead bodies and smelled burn-
ing flesh — it was just so much.”

Creighton went on to graduate
from Dalhousie University and be-
come a hockey star in Germany, but
no matter where he went, images of
the Explosion wouldn’t leave him.

“I can’t shut it out of my memo-
ry. It’s too vivid.”

From The Gazette archives

10 YEARS AGO

Tigers break winning streak

Dalhousie women’s volleyball
stayed in third place in the Atlan-
tic University Athletics Association
(AUAA) despite a weekend loss to
Université de Moncton.

This was the first regular season
loss for the Tigers, now boasting a
5-1 record.

Dal trounced Acadia in three
straight sets during another recent
match at the Dalplex. The women
took the match 15-12, 15-6 and

15-5. Cara MacKenzie was named -

player of the game for contributing
2.3 out of three serve receives and
eight digs. Kia Johanssen was also
impressive, pounding out a 70 per
cent kill efficiency. ?

Over the weekend, the Tigers
visited New Brunswick where they
faced off against Mount Allison. The
Mounties put up a strong fight, but
the Black and Gold were stronger
and took the match in five sets: 15-
12, 8-15, 13-15, 15-8 and 15-11.

With a five-game streak behind
them, the Tigers faced off against
the second-ranked Université de
Moncton, Here, their luck finally
ran out as Moncton dominated the
court, taking the game in three sets:
15-13, 15-11 and 15-7.

The women were set to face
first-ranked St. Mary’s in 1997.

20 YEARS AGO

Student council meeting, in detail

The Dalhousie Student Council
(DSU) ended its first term in office
normally, despite recurring proce-
dural problems throughout the year.

The last meeting ended abruptly
when dentistry representative Martin
Bourgeois called quorum. He apolo-
gized for his move, but maintained it
was a matter of principle. The coun-
cil was about to vote on funding for
Operation Raleigh, a program that
organizes adventure expeditions for
youth around the world; without
enough information to make an in-
formed decision, Bourgeois said, the
outcome of the vote looked negative.

Additionally, SAHER representa-
tive Marion von Possel was elected to
a position on the presidential advising
committee on athletics over law rep
RaviVethamany—who, when pressed,
said he would take a stance in favour of
drug testing at the varsity level.

Vice president Sandra Bell said
the administration had agreed to
partially light up Studley Field at
night after receiving a report that
two men had followed a student on
the field late at night.

Treasurer Sean Casey reported
to council that the DSU’s financial
situation “doesn’t look good... it
looks as if we're going to lose a lot
of money.”

30 YEARS AGO

Councdil votes against emergency funding

On Sunday, Dec. 5, 1976, the
Dalhousie Student Council (DSU)
voted against a motion to give
$2,000 of emergency funding to
the Atlantic Federation of Students
(AFS).

Many councilors at the meeting
argued that without a detailed bud-
get, it was questionable whether the
AFS should receive the money from
Dal.

AFS Secretary Don Soucy chal-
lenged this notion, saying that the
DSU had assumed responsibility to
produce a budget for the AFS.

The $2,000 would have gone
towards ensuring that the AFS
would be able to function at full
capacity during upcoming spring
referenda. At an earlier meeting,
delegates of the AFS had voted to
seek $7,500 in emergency funding
by Dec. 15. z

Soucy assumed that since Dal
represented one-quarter of the
student population of the AFS, it
would be prepared to contribute an
equivalent amount of funds.

“The main problem is the con-
stant referral to AFS as ‘they,”” Soucy
said. “[Itis] the failure to realize that
itis not ‘they’ but an organization of
the post-secondary students in the
Atlantic provinces.”

Student Employment Centre
Volunteer On Campus

Peer Employment Coach

Are you interested in developing leadership, coaching, team-building,
communication and presentation skills? Interested in gaining

Summer Job Fair Week
Attend workshops and events to
prepare for the Summer Job Fair
Feb5-9

experience to develop your resume, and at the same time gain in-depth
knowledge of the current job market? If you answered Yes, consider

volunteering as a Peer Employment Coach with Student Employment

Centre.

For complete details visit www.dal.ca/sec and go to the
Volunteer Postings.

4th Floor e Student Union Building e 446-6136 University Avenue e Tel: (902) 494-3537

www.dal.ca/sec

Upcomin
E\‘/)ents g

Summer Job Fair

Don’t wait until summer to get
the best job

Feb 9
www.summetjobfair.com

DALHOUSIE
UNIVERSITY
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CANADIAN CAMPUS SHORTS

Students sue Uof0

Six students have filed small
claims lawsuits against the Univer-
sity of Ottawa in an effort to reclaim
a portion of the fees they paid for a
“science in society” course.

After filing a group lawsuit on
Nov. 23, the students have decided
to re-file on an individual basis in
hopes of improving the odds of
winning.

The students say the course’s
two teaching assistants (TAs)
couldn’t adequately support the
educational approach of the class.
The course structure divides 113
students into working groups of
10 to 15 students for discussion of
class material. Students say their
learning experience  could have
been enhanced with more direc-
tion from additional TAs.

“The teaching assistants would
have really made a difference, in the
fact that in a work group you need
to have a one-on-one contact with
someone to maximize the learning
experience, and that’s something
we weren't getting,” Valérie Duch-
esneau, a student involved in the
lawsuit said in an interview with
The Fulcrum.

The students are seeking a re-
fund of two-thirds of the tuition
they paid for the course, which is
equivalent to $344 each.

Students stage food fight

Students at the University of
Manitoba are taking part in town
hall meetings aimed at awarding
a new food services provider con-
tract for the university.

The contract for current pro-
vider Aramark will soon expire, and
the company is in competition with
Sodhexo to win the new contract.
A brawl broke out at the town hall
meeting on Nov. 15 when Aramark
presented its proposal. Michael
Oschefski, vice president of Ara-
mark, was attacked with an unripe
banana.

Sodexho made its presentation
at a town hall meeting on Nov. 27.
The proposal included a market-
place area for more variety in food
selection and also a new late-night
lounge.

One audience member said
that although the two presenta-
tions were similar, Sodhexo’s was
more scaled down.

“Aramark’s presentation was a
lot longer and a lot more built up.
There was a lot of stuff that was sur-
rounded around esthetics. More so,
1 just care that I'll be getting better
food,” said Marlowe Brownlee, first-
year student, told The Manitoban.

A committee will name the
school’s new food services provider
by January 2007.

UofC to have nursing school in Middle
East

The University of Calgary plans
to set up a satellite nursing faculty
in Qatar, a small country in the Per-
sian Gulf, by August 2007,

The Qatari government will
shoulder the roughly $1 billion-
project, which organizers say will
enroll 100 students annually.

“The funding that we're provid-
ing is through the people who are
going to go there,” UofC President
Harvey Weingarten told The Gaunt-
let.

“The important thing is that
this doesn’t distract from the nurs-
ing education we do here, or from
the nursing graduates. In fact,
quite to the contrary; it allows us to
graduate more nurses who have a
certain kind of experience that they
can get in Qatar and bring back and
enhance the nursing profession
here.”

Weingarten said Canadian
education standards will apply to
Qatar’s so-called “University City,”
which is also home to satellite cam-
puses from Carnegie Mellon, Texas
A&M and Georgetown universities.

SOUTH OF THE BORDER

Georgetown faces increase in crime

Georgetown University report-
ed a series of crimes hit its campus
before and during the American
Thanksgiving weekend, prompting
public safety officials to increase
warnings that students should take
extra care during the upcoming
winter break.

The Department of Public Safe-
ty said incidents of robbery and
theft occurred on consecutive days,
and that a person was taken into
custody for suspicious behaviour.

In the early morning of Nov. 21,
a student reported that two men
jumped out of a black car and de-
manded the student’s wallet and
cell phone. The student complied
and was not harmed. No arrests
have been made.

The next day, a suspect entered
a dorm room and stole $270-worth
of valuables, including an iPod
Nano, a camera and a pair of sneak-
ers. A security official caught the
suspect on the scene.

In a third incident on Nov. 25, a
suspect was apprehended by secu-
rity officials for “suspicious” behav-
iour, and was barred from univer-
sity property.

Campus safety chief Darryl
Harrison said the incidents repre-
sent a typical increase in crime that
occurs during the holiday season.

“Incidents such as thefts and
burglaries, as well as street rob-
beries, unfortunately do have a
tendency to increase during the
holiday season,” Harrison told The
Hoya, Georgetown’s student news-
paper. “We encourage our commu-
nity to keep that in mind.”

Sources: The Manitoban, Uni-
versity of Manitoba, The Fulcrum,
University of Ottawa, The Gaunt-
let, University of Calgary, The Hoya,
Georgetown University
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OT A FRIEND
HITTING THE

BOOKMARKS
INSTEAD OF
THE BOOKS:

If a friend is consumed by the need to gamble,
he could use your help. Find out more at

friends4friends.ns.ca

RESPONSIBLE
GAMBLING
1'888'347'8888 It’s your best bet
Health Promotion and P ion
Problem Gambling Helplir




l SMOKING BAN IS IN EFFECT... NOW!
I want to punch people who reason that “we share the air.”

OUR NEW LIBERAL LEADER
A white male from Quebec. Exciting!

LINDSAY LOHAN IN ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
9 [!'msure the other members have no idea how famous this
“Lindsay Lodan” person really is.

3 NEW BRUNSWICK WANTS TO RAISE ITS MINIMUM WAGE
Government officials went on to declare bankrupcy

“ROCKY” CHARACTER ALLEGEDLY BASED ON JESUS CHRIST
Not as bad as Mel Gibson basing himself on Jesus Christ.

METEORITE IN EDMONTON MAY HAVE SEEDED EARTH WITH THE
6 BUILDING BLOCKS OF LIFE How else do you explain the perfectly
evolved hair of Stephen Harper?

K-FED APPEARS ON THE GAME SHOW 1 VS. 100
Previewing his legal representation at the divorce trial.

8 SOFIA COPPOLA’S DAUGHTER

Who's the godfather, and how big are his balls?

9 STARSHIP TROOPERS 3 Aims to answer the mysteries left behind
from Starship Troopers 2, the central question being: “Why?”

BEING EXCITED OVER SNOW
Only affects people who don't have to deal with motor vehicles.
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"§ HOT: Heroes / i NOT: Rocky

1 HOT: Dal law’s million-dollar grant / | 7# NOT: The rewards of undergrad
"§ HOT: Heavy petting / it NOT: Coppin’ a feel

“§ HO T: Roommate drama / i NOT: Reality Television

“f HOT: Listening to Tenacious D / i# NOT: Robbing the Big G

5

1 HOT: Using your indoor voice / i NOT: Unintentional eavesdropping

"} HOT: The “Brit Pack” / f NOT: Brit’s bits

"§ HOT: Smacking“that” / il NOT: Smacking “her”

“§ HOT: Gwen Stefani / i} NOT: Madonna

"fl HOT: Dressing like a slutty Santa / i} NOT: The true meaning of Christmas
B suggestions? hotormot daigazette ca
DISCLAIMER

Views expressed in the Hot or Not feature, Top 10 listing, and Streeter are solely those of the con-
tributing writers or the individual pictured, and do not necessarily represent the views of The Ga-
zette or its staff. The quotes said by Joey Ryba in the Streeter are completly fabricated by the staff
and are do not necessarily represent views held by Joey Ryba himself, The Gazette and or its staff.

PIPEESEERS VIR 3

OANNE DAVID

SO RBE S

1276 Barrington Street » Halifax
902.404.1276

joannedavid@eastlink.ca

“ Clones of my boyfriend.

Simone Bern, second-year law

“ Da Ali G Show complete series.

Sarah Cooper, fourth-year English

66

Corey Yantha, second-year economics

“ +— Him!

Andi Sadowski, fourth-year sociology and IDS

“ Peace of mind.

Reese Bevan-John, second-year kinesiology

“ | want a gas card for my car.

Royan Doucette, fourth-year theatre

‘ ‘ Sex-slave hologram.

Peter Smith, fourth-year biology

‘ A new fart machine... all my older ones aren’t
working anymore because | rectum.

Joey Ryba, fourteenth-year bondage

A g
BAR & BIILIARDS
Where students party & play pool!

Rock & Roll Tunes
Darthoard

Board Games
6 Pool Tables
Snooker Table
Great Space

Arizona Room

You're going fo love this place!

5187 Salter Street

ko toes Pacico bl
423-2522 ~ LocasBar.com
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Kit KAT P1zzA

DONAIRS - SUBS - SEAFOOD

429-3223 or 425-2229
2314 Gottingen St., Halifax
Buy a 16” pizza
w/works for $13.99,
get 9” gariic fingers
for $1.00
16" pepperoni pizza for
$9.25
or 2 for $16.99
2 med. pizzas
w/3 toppings
$14.99
3 small donairs
for $7.99 plus tax

Want to fry
a NEW way

to surf the
Internet?

SurfWithLinks.com




Flying too close to the sun

CATHERINE HoLLOWAY
Staff Contributor

ittle over a year ago Hwang Woo-

Suk’s career started to fall apart.
The South Korean scientist had been
heralded as a pioneer in the field of
stem cell research for being the first
to clone human embryonic stem
cells, and for creating the world’s
first cloned dog, Snuppy.

On Dec. 15, 2005, one of Hwang’s
colleagues revealed that the es-
teemed scientist had fabricated the
stem cell colonies used in his land-
mark paper, which had been pub-
lished in the journal Science. Later
that month, the allegations were
confirmed, though Snuppy was
confirmed to be genuine.

The public outcry was tremen-
dous: Hwang was a folk hero in
South Korea, a rock star of science.
In February, a South Korean truck
driver coated himself in paint thin-
ner and lit himself on fire in pro-
test.

“The View from Within: Does
science trust itself?” was the second
lecture in the Trust in Science series,
presented by a joint effort between
University of King’s College and the
Atlantic School of Theology. The
talk, held at Ondaatje Hall in the
FASS on Thursday, November 30,
was given by Dr. David Scadden,
co-director of stem cell research at
Harvard. Scadden spoke about stem
cell research, scientific method and
his own experiences working in this
new and very controversial field.

Embryonic stem cell research
is a bright sun burning in the sky of
scientific research, Scadden said —
and with such potential, scientists
could be tempted, as Icarus was,
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Hwang Woo-Suk lied about cloning research in the hopes that by the time anyone tried to repeat
his experiments, the technology would be available to produce the results without the falsehoods.

to use his father’s wings and fly too
close. Scadden said he believes that
Hwang was motivated to lie about
his research because he wanted to
be the first, and that Hwang thought
that by the time anyone tried to re-
peat his experiments, the technol-
ogy would be able to produce the
results without the falsehoods.
When a scientist is caught lying,
his or her fall from grace in the sci-
entific community is long and per-
manent. Though rare, these events
are just as painful for the commu-
nity as they are for the individual.
Opportunity is misused, and the in-
tegrity and trust that exists between
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peers — upon which all scientists
depend — becomes compromised.
Scientific knowledge is unique
in that the truth is not set in stone,
but is subject to change as new in-
formation is produced or discov-
ered. Scientific theories are, for the
most part, not contrived in single,
brilliant moments of Eureka by in-
dividual scientists, but developed
over a long period of time, built up
by smaller observations and finally
pieced together to form a conclu-
sion. For that, scientists must trust
their peers. In the end, said Scad-
den, all knowledge is a combination
of both faith and reason.

Dead
But It Told A Tale
And Now Listen, Littie Child
To The Safety Rail

We would assume our true independence, our country’s adulthood and our democracy’s true

nature would be revealed. We're of a republic.

Off With Her Head
(from our money)!

Jimmy KAPCHES
Staff Contributor

Her Majesty might be a pretty
nice girl, but we don’t need
her as head of state any longer. My
friends, our constitutional mon-
archy makes us appear less of a
democracy and much more like a
democrazy. Look at it this way, fel-
low Canadians; we're a country gov-
erned by (sometimes) responsible
adults. Why do we need a monarch
at the top of the ceremonial power
structure? Frankly we don’t, and her
head should be off our cash. And
this is coming from United Empire
Loyalist stock.

Let us start with the Governor
General. Our head of state, at least
on this side of the Atlantic Ocean, is
ideally a cultural icon. The Governor
General is chosen on the basis of mer-
it, not lineage. Likewise, our prime
minister is not chosen on the basis
of lineage, either. If the PM. spot was,
we, the strong people of a world-class
democracy, would have a royal freak
out. To think that a son or daughter of
John A. Macdonald would have been
given rights to be the head of our
country is as unfathomable today as
itwould have been then.

So why then are we bracing for
Charles to take his place on our
cash?

If Prime Minister Harper can
pay for reconciliation with all the
Chinese who worked so diligently
on the great railroads, why can't he
give them a bank note of their own?
What about the glories of the many
First Nations’ People? That we re-
tain the Queen as our regent is the
same as saying that we as a country
have little or nothing of our own to
believe in. What about multicultur-
alism? What about our great heroes
like Nellie McClung, Portia White,
Agnes McPhail, Terry Fox, Tommy
Douglas and Tecumseh? Do they
not deserve to be on our money
more than that cross-Atlantic queen
who got the job by an accident of
history?

To take the Queen off our cash
would be a truly monumental act.

We would assume our true indepen-
dence, and our country’s adulthood
and our democracy’s true nature
would be revealed; we're a repub-
lic. In the New Republic of Canada,
our merits, the merits of our grand-
mothers and grandfathers and the
many merits of our children would
create sovereignty.

Quebec wouldn't need to worry
about being a nation in the New
Nation of Canada. “Les Québécois”
would not be a cultural minority.
Quebec would instead be a well-
recognised organ in a well-func-
tioning body. Would a right arm
ever demand itself distinguished as
separate from the body itself?

The First Nations people would
not need to fear unjust and ineq-
uitable land seizures of the past;
everyone could come to the table
anew and build our very best ver-
sion of Canada from scratch.

To Queen Bess' credit, she’s
never been in the way of Canada’s
business. Politically, the Queen has
no sway or say, save for her habit of
sending letters to the odd centenar-
ian Canadian.

And it’s not like England could
get us into trouble against our will.
Certainly, Canadians would have
been involved in both world wars
without being subjects of England;
fighting for what we perceive to be a
just cause is pretty Canadian.

But do we need an outdated
monarchy to tell us this?

If treason (nay, High Treason
if you believe this to be an offence
against the Queen’s authority) is
what it takes to shake the dust off
our Canada, let’s do it. We are ready,
fiscally and socially, to take owner-
ship of our successes and our fail-
ures. We need no parent, no emis-
sary from God, sitting far above us
across the cold and desolate wastes
of the ocean. This is our country,
and unless we move away from ar-
chaic and insignificant historical
accidents, we will always be stuck
in a rut.

Besides, does anyone really want
Charles and Camilla on the twenty-
dollar bill?




~
=
=
a

Letters@dalgazette.ca

Faulty Game Theory

I am writing in response to the
article entitled “Poker skills can pay
the bills” (Gazette 139-11). Although
[ recognize that everyone is entitled
to their own opinion, I was com-
pelled to write a response because
of numerous claims made in the
article that are both misleading and
misinformed.

The unfortunate reality is that
young adults are participating in
gambling in record numbers. Con-
trary to Li Dong’s suggestion in the
article, some are losing more than
they can afford. In the 2003 Nova
Scotia Gambling Prevalence Study,
young adults age 19 to 24 are iden-
tified as having the highest risk of
developing a gambling problem.
In addition, their participation in
sports betting, Breakopen tickets,
VLTs and casino table games is sig-
nificantly higher than any other
age group. Although the majority
of Nova Scotians who gamble do so
without a problem, the truth is that
anyone can develop a gambling
problem, regardless of their age,
education level or gambling activity
of choice.

Gambling, by definition, entails
risking something of value on an
activity with an uncertain outcome.
This means that poker is gambling,
regardless of whether you are play-
ing at a casino, online, or at home
with friends. It is not, as suggested
by your writer, a “100 per cent a
game of skill.”

Although skill is most certainly a
factor in being able to play the game
well, the outcome is ultimately out
of the players’ control. Each player
at the table does choose which cards
to play or fold, and when to bet or
check, but they do not have control
over the decisions of the other play-
ers or over the cards that are dealt.

The myth that gambling out-
comes can be influenced is a com-
mon one, but that does not make
it true. Gambling is a form of en-
tertainment and under no circum-
stances should it be viewed as a
way of making money. Suggesting
to your readership that “poker skills
can pay the bills” is both irrespon-
sible and misinformed. The risks as-
sociated with gambling should not
be taken lightly.

Contraryto LiDong’s concluding
statement, there is more involved in
gambling responsibly than expect-
ing people will inherently know
“where to draw the line.” Among
other things, gambling responsibly
is about setting limits, balancing
gambling with other social activi-
ties, only gambling with money you
can afford to lose, and understand-
ing that the odds of winning are al-
ways against you.

Laura Melanson
Project Manager,
Prevention Programs
Nova Scotia Gaming
Corporation

Sex-Discrimination

Victoria Jones begins her letter
(Gazette 139-13) by asking if Josip
Vaci is physiologically-capable of
bearing a child, and proceeds to tell
us that those who cannot should
simply bow out of the abortion de-
bate. She seems unaware that the
personal characteristics of an indi-
vidual have no bearing whatsoever
on an argument’s validity, unless
used as part of that individual’s ar-
gument.
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Rather than respond to the
points raised by Mr. Vaci, Jones
chose to invalidate them based sole-
ly on the sex of their author —a poor
decision made all the more amusing
when one realizes Mr. Vaci’s article
was itself derived from a speech
by a pro-life woman. I suspect Ms.
Jones is already aware of the fallacy
here; surely, she would not apply
her argument to a woman who had
passed through menopause, or un-
dergone a hysterectomy, or was un-
able to bear children for any other
reason.

Ms. Jones had ample opportu-
nity to point out the flaws in Mr.
Vaci’s argument. Unfortunately, she
decided that it was easier to tell him
he was not allowed to speak than to
respond to what he might have had
to say.

Jonathan Doyle

Indie Issues

I would first like to admonish
Rafal Adronowski (editor-in-chief at
The Gazette) for not handing Sarah
Mortimer’s article “What is... In-
die?” (Gazette 139-11) off to Li Dong
(opinions editor), whose jurisdic-
tion it clearly falls under. Rather,
“What is... Indie?” found its way
into the Arts & Culture section and
appeared as a piece of reporting,
instead of the bitter tirade that it
clearly was.

The basic theses of Mortimer’s
article state that “indie as an idea
supports notions of individuality
and anti corporatism” (Mortimer,
you are describing the punk aes-
thetic, not indie); and, “the tenants
of indie culture often require sac-
rificing one’s true appreciation of
art in favour of more obscure me-
dia” (to suggest that you, Mortim-
er, know what people really think
about art despite what they may
say, is unbelievably arrogant). The
venom also drips: “...indiers tend to
support art based on its relative ob-
scurity instead of its overall quality”
(so true, 1 only listen to the tapes my
neighbour records on his boom box
in his bedroom); and again she goes
on: “in hopes of maintaining their
‘originality,’ indiers increasingly
censor their personal tastes in order
to impress others” (yep, I really do
worship at the altar of Nickelback. I
hope none of my friends read this).

While the term “indie” is a deriv-
ative of “independent,” its meaning
has broadened, very much like ev-
ery other pop culture idiom thrown
around with abandon today. Simi-
larly, the term “alternative” was used
in the early 90s to describe a certain
brand of music that was alternative
to the mainstream. Said music was
quickly adopted by the mainstream
but the terminology remains, be-
cause it is useful, despite having lost
most of its original meaning.

Indie culture is as diverse and
relevant as any other identifiable
culture. The persons that Mortimer
describes (shallow, insecure and
completely unoriginal in their vain
attempt at originality) exist in all
walks of life and in all types of so-
cial groupings. To suggest that such
people populate the better parts
of the indie scene (a scene that in
my experience consists of the well
educated and thoughtful, who care
very much about art) is profoundly
naive.

Yours,
Robin Lindsay
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A cartoon squirrel ranting about CDs — what more could you want?

Assistant Editor: Laura Trethewey

Contact: arts@dalgazette.ca

Friday, Dec. 15 @ Stage Nine

The Tom Fun Orchestra, Carmen Townsend and the Shakey Deals & Horses

Editors’ picks of the week

All | want for Christmas is a higher GPA and a cute pair of shoes.

All | want for Christmas...

ANGELICA BLENICH
Staff Contributor

Dear Santa,

How good is good?

Another year has come and gone
and I find myself sitting in the exact
same position as last year, trying to
come up with reasonable excuses as
to why I really do deserve the things
on my wish list.

Santa, I can explain. I've been
writing my wish list to you since I
was three years old, and no matter
what offences I might have com-
mitted during the year, nothing will
stop me from believing that you gl
come through for me.

So my dear Santa, sit back and
relax while I tell you what I really
want for Christmas this year.

For starters, I would really like to

get my university degree this com-
ing May. For the past three and a half
years, I've been working really hard
...ahem... I've been working hard...
well, anyway, I've been in school for
three and a half years and I really
think I deserve it. I realize that I oc-
casionally put off writing my essays
and studying until the last minute,
but coffee was invented for a rea-
son, right?

Anyhow, it's time for me to get
out into the real world, and having
a degree associated with my name
would really help. You could even
throw in a strong GPA if you're feel-
ing extra generous.

Second, I could use a little ro-
mance in my life. Nothing spectacu-
lar or reminiscent of a Julia Roberts
movie — just something to get me
through awkward Christmas din-

Sex with Hugh

The P’s and Q’s of ‘friend sex’

HuGH WALLACE
Sex Contributor

s adults, we sometimes search
for sex in some pretty risky plac-
es. One of the best alternatives for
members of the lonely hearts club is
to search for sex in a safe, no-strings
attached and potentially fulfilling

| place — your friend pool.

|

Hear me out.

Friend sex is usually a pretty fan-
tastic endeavour, especially if both
parties are ready for a just-for-kicks
kind of interaction. It's safe because
you are doing it with someone you
trust and know. Although some ob-
jections to this safeness may exist,
I believe that friend sex can be en-
tirely safe and enjoyable for many
reasons.

To begin with, friend sex means
you are having sex with someone
you trust and are, for the most part,
comfortable with.

This is great because it brings
an element of fun into the bedroom
that is often difficult to attain with
that guy or girl you brought home
from the bar. Laughter is one of
the best things you can experience
while having sex — but that is a dif-
ferent story.

Sex with a friend can be no-
strings-attached. It can leave all the
emotion normally associated with
relationships out of the picture,
which is nice, particularly when you

want to simply experience pleasure.

Friend sex can also be more
comfortable (and even hilarious)
because there are often no expecta-
tions of perfect performance. There
are no awkward moments from ei-
ther partner’s uncertainty of the af-
fection of the other; you know you
like each other, and in what way.

With friend sex, the walk of
shame becomes a regular walk
home.

Some of us already sleep over
at our friends’ houses, especially
after a sloppy night of intoxication.
But there’s no suspicion regarding
whether or not you slept together.
For many, friend sex is not only the
best sex, but often the least suspi-
cious. Friend sex can be hidden and
passed off as many other things. If
you look around at your friends, can
you tell which of them have been
having co-ed sleepovers lately? And
if you could tell, does it or should it
even matter? Probably not.

I'm not suggesting that everyone
should go out, grab a friend, jump
into the haystack and have a hoe-
down. There’s also some difficulty as-
sociated with the realm of friend sex.

The trickiest part about friend
sex is the fact that after it's done, you
are still just two friends.

The perfect balance between
friends and sexual playmates rep-
resents a fine line between bliss and
the demise of a friendship.

ners when I'm forced to avoid Aunt
Christine who's only interested in
asking about my love life.

And finally, my jolly old friend
up in the north, what I really want
this Christmas doesn’t need gift
wrapping and it definitely doesn’t
come with a receipt. What I want
more then anything is quality time
with my family and friends; a few
Kodak moments of friends remi-
niscing over hot chocolate, and a
Christmas morning filled with fes-
tive love and joy.

So Santa, I'm leaving the rest up
to you. I'm sending this letter with
complete faith that you won't let me
down. And, just in case you're won-
dering, throwing in a cute pair of
shoes never hurts.

Humbly yours,

Angelica Blenich

It's important, as pleasure seek-
ers, to keep a watchful eye on our
emotions, especially if you are a ha-
bitual partaker of friend sex. I urge
you to step with caution into the
taking of friends as lovers — you
may end up with neither a friend
nor a lover.

Another difficulty involves keep-
ing your sweet little friend téte-a-
tétes a secret. It's not a particularly
good feeling if you hear about how
hot your trysts are from another
friend in your group.

On top of that, it’s just poor form
to go around sharing intimate de-
tails about sexual encounters with
heaps of people, and it has the po-
tential to cause friend rivalries or
group discomforts.

While friend sex is enjoyable for
many reasons, understand the com-
plications that may arise. It's im-
portant that both of you are willing,
respectful participants. If you start
to feel yourself getting emotionally
involved, discuss this change with
your friend. They are, after all, a
shoulder to lean on.

(Then again, they can also be a
shoulder to do something entirely
different on.)

I'received a question! I'm no longer
a virgin. I would like to receive more.
Comments are also appreciated and
welcome. Reach me at sex@dalgazette.
ca.




Q & A with TROBIZ

CHRISTINA STEFANSKI
Staff Contributor

Tremayne Howe's musical inter-
est began at an early age. He
learned from his father, Coleman
Howe, a bandleader and guitar
player, and his mother, Muzz Mar-
shall, a soul singer in Halifax. Using
the name TROBIZ, Howe developed
his career as a producer, emcee and
composer.

TROBIZ has produced albums
for many well-known Canadian art-
ists, including Classified, Universal
Soul, Shy Luv, Kalib Symonds and
Tara Chase. He has also shared the
stage with artists such as D] Jazzy
Jeff, Kardinal Offishall, Choclair,
Saukrates, Thrust and Solitaire. His
music is recognized all over the
world and he has a significant fan
base in the United States, Europe
and Taiwan.

The production on his first solo
album, The Beginning, is an eclectic
blend of soul, rap and R&B. TRO-
BIZ'’s video for his club banger song,
“Do What You Do,” is now featured
on Much Music.

The Gazette sat down with TRO-
BIZ to discuss where his love for mu-
sic began and how he wants to share
this love with artists in Halifax.

Gazette: What musicians have influ-
enced you, other than your family?

TROBIZ: When I really got interested
in making beats a lot of people were
using the old samples, like James
Brown. I became real interested in
making that old Motown sound, like
Pete Rock and CL Smooth and [J-
Dilla]. I also love Common’s music.
I rock their music and combine my
ideas with theirs.

Gazette: What instruments do you
incorporate into your musical pro-
duction?

TROBIZ: | make my beats right on the
spot with live music. I play keyboard,
bass, guitar, shakers and percussion.
Whether we sample the song or play
it, I try to find a pocket.

I started out sampling music.
I got my first sampler from Sixtoo
(Rob Squire) who showed me how
to use it and from there I started
to make my own beats. With [sam-
pling] you have limitations; you
have to hide your sample and chop
it a certain way. I got tired of having
restraints and I started noticing that
guys aren't really sampling every-
thing [they play on stage].

Gazette: How do you decide what
kind of sounds you will incorporate
into your beats when you produce
different genres of music?

TROBIZ: | try to find something that
I can develop on my own and then
spin off from that. I do that for every-
thing 1 hear. If I hear a jazz riff that
sounds cool, I see if I can translate it
into something I do. I play the same
riff over on keyboard and when I get
a feel for it, I can turn it around and
do my own thing.

Gazette: How do you visualize your
music when you are both producing
and writing the same track?

TROBIZ: With the production of my
own hip-hop beats, my father allows
me to [to hear my lyrics over the mu-
sic]. We've written slow tracks and
messed around with them and they
sound like something that came
from an old record because of the
feel he has for it, considering he’s
from the 60s and 70s.

Gazette: What musical projects did
you do before The Beginning?

TROBIZ: The first album I did.was
with Tacktishion [Tracey Williams
from Universal Soul]. We pressed 50

Halifax’s TROBIZ gets ready to release his first solo album. / Photo: Andrew Tench

copies and it was more of a demo. I
never counted it as an official release
of mine. The other one is Trobiz Un-
released. Some tracks ended up on
snowboard videos, skateboard vid-
eos and people started asking me for
music. These opportunities came up
out of the blue.

With The Beginning, 1 took my
time to record it and it’s a solo proj-
ect as far as the emceeing on it. I did
most of the production, aside from
some help I got from my family on
guitar parts.

Gazette: How did living in Montreal
affect your musical development?

TROBIZ: In 1991, I wasn't in the right
spot so I went to Montreal to clear
my head and get myself back on
track. I wasn't really playing around
with the music as much. I was doing
a little emceeing but I wasn'’t trying
to record and invest in music. I was
more into the basketball thing and
music was more of a hobby.

After that I ended up coming
back to Halifax because I thought
I was ready to set my mind on my
goals, which was to open up a bar-
bershop and have a place to focus
on my music.

Gazette: Did this affect your music
career?

TROBIZ: 1 gather a lot of contacts
through people who come into the
shop and spread the word or con-
verse about what they want to do. I
got my first video through a client at
the barbershop. It's a good spot for
me to advertise my music. The peo-
ple that come in help get my word
out and they help bring information
back to me.

Music should be outside the box.
It's a matter of where you're at and
who you're working with.

Gazette: Have you encouraged your
son to pursue music?

TROBIZ: I have a seven-year-old son
who is a good keyboard man and
can sing and rap; he has a couple rap

s

tracks. I can’t wait until be releases
his own. I have to give him a little bit
of music and see what he wants to
do with it.

You have to pass it on to the kids
and that's what this whole thing is
about more than selling albums.
It's about trying to build a stepping-
stone to make other people believe
that they can actually succeed from
the beginning of their first creation.

My focus is on getting Nova Sco-
tian artists who have talent to feel a
little more confident. It starts with
a guy like me to encourage them by
taking the producer role. I want to
give them an avenue and an outlet
to try for themselves and build up
the province.

Gazette: How do you personally con-
tribute to the progress of aspiring
artists?

TROBIZ: 1 keep my studio affordable
and I always carry my [recording
equipment] with me. I try to keep my
ears open for anything we should be
recording.

The Beginning is based on the
concept of starting clean and not us-
ing other people’s music. It's about
building your own music to show
people that, if you have enough time
and energy, you can recreate your
own sound and put it out in Hali-
fax. It's not a fluke if someone does
well, it's because it’s actually a good
product.

Alot of guys feel that there is lim-
ited chance in a small city. To make
it more believable, we need more
now. There are a lot of good artists,
not just rappers, like Kalib Symonds
and Jordan Croucher (JC).

Now here we are with a very
eclectic hip-hop scene. If you work
at it you can definitely bring atten-
tion to the province and to yourself
through building projects.

The Beginning launch party will
be held at Seahorse Tavern on Satur-
day, Dec. 9, @ 10 p.m. Cover is $15, free
if you already own the album.

‘For more information check out
TROBIZ at www.myspace.com/trobiz

Bum Baby Bum
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IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR...
IDE A: Top 10 best untraditional Christmas songs / Angelica 8 aff Contribtitor

Every year around Dec. 1, a wave of nostalgia washes over me as all the
radio stations and shopping malls begin to play endless slews of Christ-
mas songs.

Call me a sucker for cheesy bubblegum holiday tunes, but they never
fail to put a smile on my face or an extra skip in my step.

This list of my favourite untraditional Christmas songs is sure to turn
any party into a festive special occasion and any scrooge into a jolly holi-
day enthusiast.

So sip up that eggnog, warm up by the fire and be sure to stand under
the mistletoe.

Mariah Carey — “All I Want for Christmas is You”

Marilyn Monroe - “Santa Baby”

Joni Mitchell - “River”

George Michael - “Last Christmas”

Kelly Clarkson — “My Grown-Up Christmas List”

Harry Connick Jr. - “When My Heart Finds Christmas”
Dave Matthews Band - “The Christmas Song”

Brenda Lee - “Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree”

Jackson 5 - “I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus”

Ella Fitzgerald & Louis Armstrong - “Baby it's cold outside”

SIDE B: Top 10 best fake songs / Kate Robertson / Staff Contributor

I'm not anti-Christmas or anti-holidays, nor am I anti-commercialism.
1 love Christmas songs and choirs and carols. It’s all community-building
and I love togetherness and love and peace and love and songs and peace
and love. I really do.

A lot of the tracks on Side A are about cashing in on the holidays. The
artists listed there are trying to produce some semblance of a “whole-
some” image to make up for last year’s sex scandal. Or they’re trying to sell
a track by making Christmas about sex, which is even weirder.

So here’s a reworked list of Side A’s songs that is a bit more honest;
either about the people who perform them, or the people who have to
listen to them.

It’s a gentle reminder that the holidays aren’t always smooth sailing,
that Santa isn't a hottie, and that some pop fans don't forget this easily.

Mariah Carey - “All | Want is People to Forget About Glitter”

Marilyn Monroe - “Santa’s Not A Sex Symbol”

Joni Mitchell - “This Isn't Really a Christmas Song, It's Just Really Good”
George Michael — “Last Christmas I Fell Asleep at the Wheel and Got Arrested”

Kelly Clarkson - “Gimme a Stylist for Christmas”

Harry Connick Jr. — “When My Heart Finds a Career (Not Just a Cameo)”
Dave Matthews Band - “I Can’t Find My Sense of Humour Song”
Brenda Lee — “Fighting Around the Christmas Dinner Table”

Jackson 5 - “I Saw My Drunk Uncle Kissing Santa Claus”

Ella Fitzgerald & Louis Armstrong — “Baby, CLIMATE CHANGEIS UPON US”

Stressed out with
school work? Maybe
it's your reading.

Are you in college or university and struggling

to read — it's not that you can't read, but it shouldn’t be
as tough as it is. It should be more enjoyable. it should be
easier to absorb. It's holding you back and you know it.

Research proves our SpellRead program works—with powerful
results. Our program is not tutoring. It is an intensive,
comprehensive program that develops reading skills

logically and without guesswork.

Call us and find out how our program for university and college
students will help you with your studies. So by the time you
graduate you have changed more than the letters after your name.

Call us today and find out more.
(902) 453-4113

Sarah Arnold, Director
www.speliread.com
information@hfxiearning-spellread.com
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SpellRead
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Our mission:
skilled, confident readers.
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Sports Editor: Joey Ryba

Tiger Report

Assistant Sports Editor: Colleen Cosgrove

Some teams enjoy success while others aim |

to pick up the pace in the second half

Joey RyBa
Sports Editor

he first half of the 2006/2007

Atlantic University Sport (AUS)
season has ended.

Here’s a breakdown of the Tiger
teams:

Women'’s soccer:

The women’s soccer team fin-
ished third overall in AUS regular
season play, one point behind UPEI
— narrowly missing the first-round
playoff bye. The squad was eliminat-
ed in the quarter-final by St. EX. 2-1
in penalty kicks at the AUS champi-
onship tournament, hosted by Cape
Breton in early November.

Despite the tough loss against St.
EX., a number of Tigers were recog-
nized individually for their perfor-
mance. Leanne Huck received the
AUS MVP award and was selected as
a first-team all-star. Her younger sis-
ter Jeannette Huck was named AUS
rookie of the year and was selected
as a second-team all-star. Veterans
Rebecca Doyle and Katie Hollins-
head were named to the first and
second all-star teams respectively.

Men’s soccer:

The men’s soccer team finished
fourth overall in the AUS confer-
ence and, like the women’s team,
the men’s team just missed getting
a first-round playoff bye. The team
was eliminated by St. Mary's in pen-
alty kicks at the AUS playoff tourna-
ment hosted by UNB. The team en-
joyed success in the first half of the
season, but was plagued by injuries
throughout the second half, which
led to its slide down the standings
and early playoff exit.

Individually, two Tigers received
awards. Captain Ryan Haughn was
selected as an AUS first-team all-
star and a Canadian Interuniversity
Sport (CIS) first-team all-star as well.
Veteran John Ballantyne was named
to the second all-star team.

Women'’s cross-country:

The women’s cross-country team
finished second overall at the AUS
championship at St. EX,, one point
behind the host team, and finished
third overall at the CIS champion-
ship on the Plains of Abraham in
Quebec City at Laval University.

Janice Ashworth, Caroline Mc-
Innes and Rebecca Walker were the
top three runners for the Tigers.
McInnes, Ashworth and Walker fin-
ished first, second and fifth at the
AUS championship. Ashworth was
the top Dal runner at the national
championship finishing sixth.

Men’s cross-country:

The men’s team also finished
second overall at the AUS champi-
onship, one point behind St. EX.; the
team also finished eighth overall at

the CIS championship.

Russell Christie, Rob Jewer and
John Corbit were the top trio of
runners and finished first, second
and fifth individually at the Atlantic
Championship. Jewer was Dal’s top |
runner at the nationals finishing ‘
seventh overall. >

Women's hockey:

The women'’s hockey team is in
fourth place in the AUS, five points
out of third. Veterans Leah Merkley
and Kim Carcary are sixth and sev-
enth in conference scoring with 15
and 13 points in 10 games respec-
tively.

The Tigers are a young squad
with 13 rookies and only three |
fourth-year players; they aim to
keep pace in the second half of the
season.

Men'’s hockey:

It's been a tough year for the
men’s hockey team. The Tigers are |
last overall and seven points out of
a playoff spot. The team lost star re-
cruit Mathieu Melanson, and goal-
tender Josh Disher missed most of
the first half with a groin injury.

Third-year forward Jimmy Cud- |
dihy is having a solid season and is
seventh in conference scoring with
18 points. Sophomore forward Tom
Zanoski has been named to the AUS
all-stars and will represent Canada |
at the World University Games this
January in Italy.

Women'’s basketball:

The women'’s basketball team is
in first place overall and are unde-
feated at home. Veteran Kate McNeil
is the Tiger’s top scorer averaging 14 |
points per game. Rookie Alex Legge
is having a solid season averaging
11.3 points per game.

Men’s basketball:

The men’s basketball team is
sixth overall, four points out of
third. Veteran Monte Francois leads
the team in scoring averaging 14.1 |
points per game. |

}

Women'’s volleyball:

It's been an uphill battle for the |
women's volleyball team. The squad
finished the first half of the season
with a 0-8 record. The team has defi-
nitely been hurt by the loss of Stacey
Power, Jill Goulet, Leslie Marriot and
Leah MacInnis.

Men’s volleyball:

The men’s volleyball team is un-
defeated in AUS play this season.
The team also posted outstanding
results in a number of interlock tour-
naments. The Tigers are impressive
across the board with returning all-
stars Jesse Mighton, Jeff Weiler and
Nick Rademacher. The team aims to
win a medal at nationals and have its
strongest team in recent years.

HOCKEY

Athlete of the week

JIMMY CUDDIHY

Jimmy Cuddihy’s poise and leadership on the ice has
been the contributing factor to the Tigers’ recent suc-
cess. The veteran forward was the first Tiger to score
against the St. EX. X-Men on Nov. 29, helping rally the
Tigers' from an early two-goal deficit by assisting on
one more goal to tie the game. Despite dropping three
overtime games, Cuddihy has been a major catalyst for
the Tigers, keeping the team in the hunt through his
three goals and three assists in just three games. Cud-
dihy is a third-year physics student from Aylmer, Que.

Contact: sports@dalgazette.ca

CoLLEEN COSGROVE
Assistant Sports Editor

g Ithough a tough loss ended the
rst half of the season, the Dal

{ women’s hockey team is still happy

with its success on and off the ice
— and is looking to its veteran play-
ers to lead the rookie squad through
2007.

Dal faced off against the Atlantic
University Sport (AUS) leaders St. E
X. two weeks ago for the final game
of 2006. The Tigers were defeated 4-
1, but fourth-year starter and natural
team leader Leah Merkley says the
Tigers are happy with the results.

“They are a very skilled team,”
says Merkley. “Just for us to show up
and play as well as we did, I mean it
was 4-1 but it didn’t feel like that at
all, it felt a lot closer than the score

| says and I feel we finally stepped up

and played to our potential.”

The Tigers go into the mid-sea-
son break placed fourth in the AUS.
Head coach Lesley Jordan says she
was happy with the team’s match
versus St. E X. and the fourth place
position... for now.

“We are a young team and we
have played well, and not so well,
and have some inconsistency,” says
Jordan. “We finished very well, and

| we had a great game against Mt. Al-
| lison and an excellent game versus

St. E X. I think if we continue to play
like that we will have success next
semester.”

The Tigers’ success this season
is no surprise. But Jordan says the
team’s lineup has provided a few sur-
prises for opposing teams that aren’t

| used to all the new faces. The Tigers

added 13 rookies to the team this
year. After the addition of 10 rookies
in Merkley’s first year in 2003/2004,

| she says she thought that was alot...
| until she walked into the dressing

room in September.

“It’s interesting, but it’s a good
dynamic,” says Merkley. “There are
tons of them; they are taking over
the world, but they are all on the
same page and they work hard and
they want to be there. They take on
a lot of leadership from us, and our
vets are showing them the way so
that’s good.”

At the start of the season, Jordan

| said she was hesitant about every-
| one learning new systems.

But now things have fallen into
place.

“We've had to take a few steps
back just to sort of get things and

Introducing MIRELLA direct from Toronto
A hairstylist with fiair that will create a look that is you.

15% Off for Students

Book an appointment with MIRELLA at:

Hm'r.s‘ni(isr

5039 Spring Garden Road
Halifax, Nova Scotia
TEL: 902.422.3438 or 9o2.422.0110

Copying
Faxing

Digital Services
Large Format Printing
Mailbox Rentals
Packing Services
Packing Supplies
Courier Services

Queen Street Plaza
1096 Queen Street
Tel: 902.423.2788

| The uPS Store |

Offensive forward Leah Merkley plays an intense in your face brand of hodkey. / Photo: Nick Pearce

everybody up to speed,” says Jor-
dan. “But again I think that’s just
something we need to do and [the
girls] are starting to see some suc-
cess with it and buying into it all a
little more. We have taken a couple
of huge strides in the last couple of
weeks, especially in our own zone,
and I think that really helped us es-
pecially in the last weekend where
we finished up so well.”

Merkley says she has also seen
some improvements from her team-
mates in the last few weeks.

“We have to work for everything
we get, but we sort of have to put in
the time and see how it goes,” says
Merkley. “Sometimes we're scared
to see how good we actually are,
but we're finally letting people know

what we're made of. It was fun [play-
ing against St. E X_|”

After their personal triumph
versus St. E X. and Mt. Allison, the
Tigers will take a three-week hiatus
and return to the ice on Dec. 27, fac-
ing off against Nova Scotia’s under-
18 Canada Games team. Although
the break will be short, Jordan sees
this as a great opportunity to prac-
tice.

“It will be a great experience for
our younger girls to get a little more
time on the ice before we get into
the second half of the season,” says
Jordan. “If anything, it’s good for re-
cruiting and good competition for
us. I can tell; there are a lot of good
things that are going to come out of
it.”

Flu Shot Clinics

The

TIRED OF ER WAITS?

Famil
Focusy

420-6060

for all locations

Halifax Professional Centre, 5991 Spring Garden Road
Mon to Fri 8:30am-9:00pm ¢ Sat, Sun, Holidays 11am-5pm

Other Locations: Joseph Howe Dr. ® Sackville ® Dartmouth
www.thefamilyfocus.ca

Medical
Clinics
Walk-in or Call
Sameday Appointments
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We are all guilty of it at some
point. That time downtown

when you are so drunk that the
brain stops running yet the body
just keeps on going. You convince
yourself that walking home from
the bar will be a great time and cure
all your problems. You begin the
trek by talking with what seems to
be longtime friends you just met
that night. You tell them stories that
you know you are going to regret in
the morning, but you still go ahead
and belt them at full volume to the
world.

The point of this letter is not to
rain on your drunken parade but
stress the importance of leaving
downtown the way it was when you

"FOR THE WIDEST & WISEST
SELECTION OF COMICS AND
GRAPHIC NOVELS, YON HAVE
10 BE A LITTLE STRANGE!”

n letter to dowmcwh‘d'runks

Open letter to downtown drunks

were sober. What are you accom-
plishing by knocking over that mail-
box on the way home? Sure, it makes
a great sound when it falls over but
what about the mailmen and wom-
en. Just stop for once and have some
compassion for the people that have
to clean up your drunken mess. This
is your downtown and you don't
know how many people you are ef-
fecting when you decide to vandal-
ize it.

I happen to have a perfect ex-
ample of this. Last Saturday, a group
of downtown drunks decided that
it would be absolutely hilarious to
break into an event tent on Spring
Garden road. They tore down light-
ing, smashed it to pieces and stole a

TR

THE COMIC BOOKSHOPS!
MANGA, GAMES,
NIFTY TOYS,

& LOTS MORE!
5262 Sackville Street
downtown Halifax

1 425-2140
| strangeadventures.com

fire extinguisher. This escapade was
topped off by knocking over a 100 lb
propane tank, opening the valve and
filling the 40ft by 40ft tent with pro-
pane. Now this is a horrific safety
hazard that thankfully did not kill
anyone but did steal money for in-
nocent children in the HRM. These
downtown drunks had vandalized
the tent for a charity event that was
to happen the next day. This group
of downtown drunks have prevented
underprivileged kids in the HRM
from having a gift under the tree this
year and almost killed someone.

So, next time you have one of
those nights downtown, just walk
your hammered ass home...

Chiropractic

Dr. Brad Lohrenz
Robie @ Spring Garden
Chiropractic Clinic

Halifax Professional Centre
5991 Spring Garden Road
Main Floor
(1 block from Dal. Campus)
422-3279

Dal. Student Insurance
chiropractic Benefits
$25 / session
$400 / year

No referral needed.

Vietnam Joins the W10

Hootenanny!: Tums out
it’s not that fun

n Tuesday, November 7, 2006

Vietnam was admitted into the
World Trade Organization. Immedi-
ately the free market hyenas started
barking.

The International Monetary
Fund forecasted 8% GDP growth for
2006 and praised new opportunities
for foreign direct investment in the
country. Our own Prime Minister
Stephen Harper met with Vietnam-
ese PM Nguyen Tan Dung to express
hopes that Vietnam will create cozy
conditions for Canadian businesses
to expand. British Trade and Indus-
try Minister Nigel Griffiths warned
Hanoi that their acceptance into the
WTO “will count for nothing” unless
foreign business is free from pesky
market divergences like import/ex-
port taxes and labour regulations.
And on November 19, Japanese PM
Shinzo Abe brought 100 elite Japa-
nese entrepreneurs on a two-day
visit to evaluate trade and invest-
ment opportunities.

Sounds about right. “The solu-
tion to your backwardness,” we say,

“is to have more of us and less of

you.”

So with all this potential influx
of new money into the Vietnamese
economy, why do you get the sense
that I'm complaining? Probably
because you're used to articles in
student newspapers badmouthing
capitalism, badmouthing the WTO,
and badmouthing Stephen Harper.
Probably also because I referred to
the IMF and Northern governments
as “free market hyenas” earlier. And
probably because I am complain-
ing. Worry not; I have my reasons.
Assuming the end goal of industrial-
ization is a good one (an article in its
own right), there are still convincing
reasons to believe that goal un-
achievable under the current order.

There is no longer room in the
increasingly homogenous global
economy for divergences that at-
tempt to ensure Vietnamese own-
ership of its economic fate — diver-
gences like restrictions on incoming
and outgoing FDI, land redistribu-
tion to the poor, or government
subsidies sustaining “uncompeti-
tive” industries. The fear of com-
munism, it would seem, has given
way to consumerism as the great
ideological basis of Northern for-
eign affairs. Without relinquishing
its sovereignty to foreign capital,
Vietnam would have remained iso-
lated economically and politically.
So it joined the WTO on the promise
of market openings in the industrial
capitalist countries, but at the price
of drastically and constitutionally
reducing protection of domestic
industries. This means there can
be no enforcement of Vietnamese
ownership, which means those in
charge of Vietnamese industrializa-
tion are, in fact, necessarily self-in-
terested foreigners who absorb the
wealth generated by industry with
no reassurance that any of it will be
reinvested in Vietnam.

Meanwhile, without the “arti-
ficial” protection of government,
even free-market advocates warn
that a third of Vietnamese farmers
— who are about 60% of the Viet-
namese workforce — may lose their
jobs as a result of the country’s ad-

mission into the WTO, with particu-
lar difficulty for livestock producers.
“Why livestock?” you ask. “What a
convenient segue into Northern free
trade hypocrisy,” I reply.

Livestock is notoriously sub-
sidized in the North (2003 figures
were $2,000USD/head in the EU)
leaving Vietnamese farmers both
unprotected and at a major com-
petitive disadvantage. Significantly,
livestock industries in the North,
thanks to their enormous subsidies,
routinely dump their products into
Southern countries at prices below
the domestic cost of production
An influx of dairy products means
collapse in prices and, most signifi-
cantly, lost livelihoods for Vietnam
ese livestock farmers.

[o highlight again the North's
unwillingness to share the burden
of the open markets it speaks so
fondly of, earlier this year the Eu
pean Union accused Vietnam 1
China of dumping shoes on Euro-
pean markets, much as they have
been doing to Southern markets
with dairy and other products. The
EU reacted with an import duty on
Vietnamese and Chinese shoes of
almost 20%.

So it would appear that the
restrictions that come with WTO
admission are being applied to
Vietnam, but not the EU. It makes
sense: the WTO makes decisions
by member vote, meaning that the
more politically powerful a county
is the more influence it has in deci-
sions. These decisions, meanwhile,
impact people who did not elect
these representatives and to whom
they are unaccountable. Further-
more, punishment for non-compli-
ance consists of restricting interna-
tional trade. Therefore, the EU, in
its non-compliance, might face lost
trade with tiny Vietnam. Vietnam, if
it were to disobey the WTO, would
almost certainly lose trade with the
mega-bucks, mega-technology, and
mega-meds of the EU.

Vietnamese rice farmers, unlike
their cattle-herding neighbours,
are predicted to benefit from new
export opportunities. But without
the growth of other agricultural op-
tions, this will lead to reduced eco-
nomic diversity as financial viabil-
ity becomes limited to export crops
like rice and palm oil. The result is
a Vietnam increasingly dependent
on fluctuating (and frequently pro-
tectionist) foreign markets. Oh, and
foreign food imports since most do-
mestic food crops are economically
unfeasible.

So even if Vietnam achieves 8%
growth for 2006, and experiences an
enormous increase in foreign invest-
ment, economists must ask who will
guide that growth and who will ben-
efit from it? The answer to both, it
would appear, is the global investor
rather than the local producer. De-
velopment practitioners must then
ask, is this really development?

With the WTO in charge, that
sounds about right.

Adam Linnard is a student in In-
ternational Development Studies and
Editor-in-Chief for Dalhousie’s Engi-
neers Without Borders.
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WANT TO BE A SINGING PIRATE? |

The Gilbert and Sullivan i
Society of Nova Scotia is looking
for performers for our spring
production of The Pirates of
Penzance. We are looking for a
chorus of pirates, Keystone cops
and flappers. We need principal
roles in all vocal ranges.

Leave your name and number

on the G&S message line - 429-1287
- and we'll get back to your about i
auditions on Dec 6th and 10th. ‘

BARISTAS WANTED! ;

The Wired Monk Coffee Bistro ’
is opening mid-November on the |
corner of Hollis and Morris and ,
needs a brilliant line-up of new
staff. P/T and F/T avail. Must love
serving people and making great
coffee and food.

Phone Lisa at 223-4565 to apply!

HAVE THE SUMMER OF YOUR LIFE...

... at a prestigious coed sleep-
away camp in the beautiful Pocono
Mountains of Pennsylvania, 2 _
hours from NYC. We're seeking
counselors who can teach any Team
& Individual Sports, Tennis, Gym-
nastics, Horseback Riding, Mt. Bik-
ing, Theatre, Tech Theatre, Circus,
Magic, Arts & Crafts, Pioneering,
Climbing Tower, Water Sports, Mu-
sic, Dance, Science, or Computers.

Kitchen and maintenance positions
also available. Great salaries and
perks. Plenty of free time. Intern-
ships available for many majors.

| On-campus interviews on Jan 18th.

Apply online at www.islandlake.
com. Call 800-869-6083 between 9 and
5 eastern time on weekdays for more
information. info@islandlake.com.

SUMMER CAMP JOBS IN THE US
CAMP TOWANDA, a coed resi-

| dential summer camp in Pennsyl-

vania has openings for counselors,
coaches and instructors 6/16-8/11.

| Applicants 19+ earn excellent sal-

ary, room, board, travel allowance
and J-1 visa reimbursement. Infor-
mation meeting and interviews will
be held on campus in late January.
Visit www.camptowanda.com Staff
Experience for application. Email
staff@camptowanda.com or call
800 923-2267 for additional infor-
mation.

| A SPANISH TEACHER, PREFERABLY

FROM ARGENTINA, IS URGENTLY
REQUIRED

To teach one student full-time
from January 2007 to December
2007. Course material and class-
room will be provided.

Please send resume to:
chtourigny@sympatico.ca , fax: 613-
230-2047 or call 613 323-3074.

“l traveled half-way across Canada
for the Cartography program at

NSCC.”

Shannon left the University of Saskatchewan to
study Cartography at the Centre of Geographic
Sciences (COGS) at NSCC's Annapolis Valley
Campus. She excelled, winning the National
Geographic Student Award and the International
British Cartographic Award.

Immediately after graduation, Shannon landed a
permanent GIS position and now works daily on
“everything to do with maps” and is very happy.

Seats are available next September in a wide
range of NSCC programs that let you follow your
heart — then land a great job, including:

» Geographic Information Systems

» Geomatics Programming

» GIS for Business

» Marine Geomatics

» Planning — Land Information
Technology

» Remote Sensing

To learn more, please call 1-866-679-6722 or
visit www.nscc.ca .

nscc

Annapolis Valley Campus

THE

INTERNATIONAL
MANAGEMENT CAREER
YOU’'VE DREAMED OF
STARTS HERE.

Queen’s Master of Global Management is a unique, 12-month program that
provides in-depth international business content along with invaluable
cross-cultural experience. The program examines international issues ranging
from the global economy to international finance; allows for a significant
level of customization; and includes a full semester of study at one of our

international business school partners.

Take the next step toward the international career you've dreamed about.
Find out more about Queen’s Master of Global Management.

Queenrs

INTERNATIONAL LEARNING - INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE + INTERNATIONAL OPPORTUNITY

MASTER OF e
GLOBAL MANAGEMENT | Scor

Toll-free: 1.866.861.1615

E-mail: queensmasters@business.queensu.ca
gsbmasters.com/global

Web:

Queen’s Master of Global Management is a full-time, 12-month program
beginning in September. No previous full-time work experience is required.
This program is currently undergoing the OCGS approval process.

ACADMEIC EXCELLENCE. EXCEPTIONAL EXPERIENCE.

|
| BUSINESS
|

If you have international business
aspirations and an undergraduate
degree in business, Queen's School
of Business offers you an exciting
way to broaden your education, your
experience and your horizons.




