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Buy your airfare and insurance*
to Europe - we'll give the BEST
price and get ALL this stuff

for FREE!

DSU Council Meeting

The upcoming DSU Council meetings will
be:
Incoming — Monday, April 4™ at 7:00pm in
SUB Council Chambers

SEE BELOW FOR AVAILABLE DSU
POSITIONS!!!

Outgoing - Wednesday, April 6th at 6:30 pm
in SUB Council Chambers e 33%“:],,2:52!5’,,,, -
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new activation only. Offer is a package and all items must be included
> Insurance is not a mandatory purchase in the province of British Columbia.

Lower Level, Dal SUB
494-2054
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Live Entertainment

¥ Burger and Double Draft for $3.75 taxes included,
5-9pm.
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Come get the therapy you need

SOCiety 'nfO ’ ¥ Wing Night, Wings & a Double Draft for

$5.75 taxes included

Ratification:
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Reminder that ALL societies must RE-RATIFY | @150 #3:{1]\

after May 1. Contact dsuvpi@dal.ca for more pbedemaie
information!




Editorial

Catherine Cooper
Editor-in-Chief

recently found a list on the
Internet called “Movies that

Make you Feel Better about your
Life.” 1 imagine that everyone
who watches movies can name at
least one such film. I have a few.
Bridget Jones’ Diary makes me feel
better about how much I suck at
public speaking. Absolutely Fabu-
lous makes me feel better about
my lack of fashion sense. Muriel’s
Wedding makes me feel better
about my career prospects.

Some movies make us feel
better because they remind us
of how lucky we are. Copy Edi-
tor Chris LaRoche says that the
movie that makes him feel better
about his life is A Day in the Life of
Ivan Denisovich, because “when
you watch it it's like wow. Wow.
Thank God I'm not in a gulag.”

Other movies are comforting
because they make our short-
comings seem like less of a big
deal when compared to the ex-
aggerated shortcomings of the
people on the screen. Arts Editor
Natalie Pendergast says that the
movie that makes her feel better
about her life is Enter the Doll-
house, because “in comparison
to [the main character] I'm not
such a nerd. She’s like a complete
dork.”

I recently attended a class
on screenwriting during which

“If this world is temporary and identity is an illusion, then everything is meaningless,
and it doesn’'t matter what you do.”

the teacher, local writer Michael
Melski, touched on the subject
of comedy. He said that the plots
of most comedies are actually
tragic, but we laugh because the
events are happening to some-
one else. When we see the things
that seem so calamitous in our
own lives happening to other
people, we can laugh at ourselves
and maybe, for just a second, re-
member to stop taking ourselves
so seriously.

That’s why, although it wasn’t
nominated for the Academy
Award, I nominate I Heart Hucka-
bees as the best movie to make
you feel better about your life—
especially at this time of year. If
you give it a chance (even Roger
Ebert agrees that you have to
watch it at least twice to get your
head around it), it is the ultimate
feel-better-about-your-life mov-
ie, because it makes you laugh
at something that doesn’t seem
quite so funny when it's happen-
ing to you—the existential crisis.

The main characters in the
movie are preoccupied by a ques-
tion that I'm sure every amateur
philosopher has pondered at
some point: do we live in an or-
dered universe where everything
is connected and happens for a
reason, or is life meaningless and
chaotic and suffering inevitable?
When things are going your way,
you tend to think that the ordered
universe theory is true, but when
nothing is, the chaotic cesspool
of suffering theory seems more
realistic.

I'm sure that everyone read-

ing this editorial has both en-
joyed successes and been dis-
appointed by failures this year.
These fluctuations in fortune can
leave you feeling self-assured and
confident one day and having an
inner dialogue not unlike the one
Albert has in the opening scene
of I Heart Huckabees the next (ex-
cerpt: “What am I doing? I don'’t
know what I'm doing. I'm doing
the best that I can. I know that’s
all T can ask of myself. Is that
good enough?... Maybe I should
just quit. Don’t quit. Maybe I
should just @#$%ing quit. Don’t
@#$%ing quit!”).

For university students, this
type of crisis is especially likely
to occur at this time of year.
Right about now, you are likely to
be studying for exams, panicking
about finishing papers, trying to
plan a move and get a summer
job, and, most importantly, eval-
uating what you have accom-
plished this year and where your
life is going.

Watching Albert embark on a
long existential crisis and end up
back where he started (but a little
bit wiser) enables you to be more
lighthearted about whatever you
are currently catastrophizing.
Along the way, you can laugh at
other people’s vanity, insecu-
rity, loneliness, self-absorption,
immaturity, social ineptitude,
etc. As for the debate that the
movie explores, the case is nev-
er closed—but spending some
time in the weird and wonderful
Huckabees world can help open
your mind to the possibilities.
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Student Employment Centre
Jobs Spotlight

The Nova Scotia Department of Environment and Labour
is currently recruiting for the following summer positions:

e Environmental Research Technical Analysts
- @ Environmental Research Business Analyst
e Environmental Legal Research Analyst

lese positions will help conduct research and analyze
d waster-resource management strategies for
hancement of solid waste diversion in Nova Scotia.

ate of pay: $16.00/hr
losing 5a e: April 8/05

Snap Shot

Did you know?

995,000 Canadians.
more than 22% of all
in the country.

*Job Postings - March ‘05

Avenue e Tel: (902) 494-3537

5 Cool Jobs in Natural Resources

1) Conservation & Fishery Officers

2) Geologists, Geochemists & Geophysicists
3) Geological Engineers

4) Commercial Divers

5) Meteorological Technicians

Natural resource companies directly employ

The sector accounts for
new capital investment

DALHOUSIE
UNIVERSITY

nspiring Minds

To access job postings go to www.dal.ca/sec
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Editor Jennifer Morrison
E-mail news@dalgazette.ca

Can the Tuition Hikes Be Reversed?

Board of Governors postpones vote on controversial budget

Jess McDiarmid
Staff COntributor

he days of Dalhousie’s Board

of Governors acting as a rub-
ber stamp for the Budget Adviso-
ry Committee may be over. The
practice of the board simply ap-
proving the BAC'’s budget as pre-
sented is no more: the scheduled
March 22 vote on the 2005/2006
budget was postponed until April
i3

The postponement follows
several weeks of extensive pres-
sure puton the board by students,
the DSU and the Dalhousie Sen-
ate regarding the proposed 9.28
per cent increase in tuition for
law, medical and dentistry stu-
dents, and the proposed 16.8 rise
in international students’ differ-
ential fees.

A silent protest was staged
in the Henry Hicks academic
building on the afternoon of the
planned vote. Over 200 students
from affected programs lined the
hallways dressed in the tradi-
tional attire of their future pro-
fessions, but without the usual
placards, yells or chants.

“In my entire five years be-
ing involved with the student
movement I've never witnessed
something quite so powerful,
and something that was so well
played [as the protest],” says
DSU president Curtis McGrath.
“The board members spoke
about it, [during the meeting]
board members referred to the
students in the hallway.”

The protest was the final act
of weeks of pressure encouraging
theboard to toss outthe proposed
tuition increase. Law, medical,
dentistry and international stu-
dents engaged in a phone and e-
mail campaign leading up to the
meeting. McGrath supplied the
students with the contact infor-
mation for the members of the
board—and says that his inbox
has been flooded in the past week
with CC'd e-mails sent to board
members. “That, combined with
the presence of students outside
the board meeting was an excep-
tional level of student engage-

Medical and law students Nicholas Wong, Amir Ghahreman, Mandy Woodland, Shubha De, Amanda
Crosby (L-R) protest proposed increases to professional degree tuition fees. / Photo: Rafal Andronowski

ment,” he says. “I think ... they
had a very strong impact on the
decision to defer the vote.”

But Dalhousie spokesperson
Charles Crosby says that the pro-
test had no effect on the decision
to postpone the vote on tuition
increases. He says the decision
was based on extensive feedback
from members of the board, the
Senate and students, who want
more information about the
process used to determine the
fees. “The decision had already
been made,” says Crosby. “The
plan was that [university presi-
dent] Dr. Traves was going to an-
nounce the proposed delay at ...
the meeting.”

McGrath says the decision
was not made ahead of time, but
instead at the beginning of the
meeting. During a recent Senate
meeting, a motion was passed
which stipulated that the DSU
and the Senate present con-
cerns about the Budget Advisory
Committee report to the Board

of Governors. Catherine Young,
Manager of Special Projects in
the Department of Communica-
tions and Marketing, says that
the issues brought forward dur-
ing the meeting led to the deci-
sion to postpone. Concern was
expressed by the Senate and the
DSU about deficiencies of infor-
mation in the BAC report and the
adverse affects of raising tuition.
The DSU issued a written re-

Advisory Committee.

Crosby maintains that the
protest’s impact was minimal. “I
mean, we really appreciate the
feedback from students, but in
terms of what impact it has, the
members of the board will make
a decision in the best interests
of the university and... the stu-
dents,” he says. “And it will come
down to that, regardless of pro-
tests or not.”

“If I'had advice for students between now and
the April 19 board meeting, it would be that
they continue to contact members of the Board
to share their stories and that they attend the
board meeting on April 19.”

- DSU president Curtis McGrath

sponse calling for tuition not to
increase more than 3.9 per cent
per year for affected programs
and a reassessment of financial
assistance packages and student
representation on the Budget

According to the BAC report,
Dalhousie aims to increase tu-
ition revenues by $3,021,000 in
2005/2006. With a 3.9 per cent in-
crease cap on undergraduate and
graduate tuition, the university

would have $1,988,470, or 65.8
per cent, of the increased tuition
revenue come from only 13.5 per
cent of the student population:
law, medical, dentistry and inter-
national students.

The methods used by the BAC
to procure these figures are un-
der fire: the 9.28 per cent rate was
determined by adding the aver-
age rate of increase from the past
five years with the maximum al-
lowed in an agreement between
the province and its universities
(3.9 per cent). “That’s a peculiar
way to go about your business,”
says McGrath. “If the president
doesn’t put forward a budget that
has other alternatives, we will
continue to challenge the wis-
dom of thought surrounding the
9.28 per cent increase and the
$810 in differential fees for inter-
national students.” The differen-
tial fee increase for international
students of $810 is also part of
the plan to secure additional
funds in light of increasing costs
and revenue constraints that are
on the university, he says.

“If I had advice for students
between now and the April 19
board meeting, it would be that
they continue to contact mem-
bers of the board to share their
stories and that they attend the
board meeting on April 19,” says
McGrath. “[Students should] do
what they can to have discus-
sions on campus, to engage their
classmates in a discussion about
the proposed tuition increases.”

Crosby will not speculate on
fees being reduced and says the
extension is not to allow time
for a budget change, but to give
board members time to review
the information.

But if enough pressure is ap-
plied, says McGrath, he thinks
the BAC might come back April
19 with a lower figure. History
would show that students “don’t
have a hope in hell,” he says—
“But on this topic, I'm going to
be OptlmlSth
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Questionable Budget
Numbers Revealed

Reid Southwick
Staff Contributor

ey calculations driving the

Budget Advisory Commit-
tee’s (BAC) recommendation to
increase tuition fees for profes-
sional students could be way off
base, say sources.

Dal’s Board of Governors has
postponed a vote on the con-
tentious budget, which contains
massive tuition increases for
professional and international
students—increases that are
misleading, inaccurate or offen-
sive, says Dal senator Richard Ev-
ans, co-chair of Dal law’s Student
Finance Committee.

If this increase and the 16.8
per cent rise in international dif-
ferential fees go through, profes-
sional and international students
will be forced to pay nearly 66 per
cent of the roughly $3-million
overall tuition fee increase for the
next school year—although they
only make up about 13 per cent
of the student body. The Board of
Governors will vote again at its
next meeting on April 19.

The March 22 vote was post-
poned when board members
decided they needed to further
examine the proposed increases,
especially given the concerns of
the Dal Senate, DSU, various fac-
ulties and students, said senate
chair Mohamed El-Hawary.

“In general, the governors
present at the meeting recog-
nized that the BAC report was
flawed,” said Frank Durnford,
a second-year law student who
observed the board proceedings
and also helped organize a silent
protest on the day of the planned
vote.

Senator Evans, whose written
response to the proposed bud-
get was summarized and given
to all board members before the

meeting, said his main concern
relates to the lack of proper evi-
dence that the BAC is supposed
to provide to support its tuition
increase recommendations.

The most glaring example of
this is the committee’s applica-
tion of the assessment criteria
called “demand for the pro-
gram,” in which Dal’s law, den-
tistry and medicine tuition fees
for 2004/2005 were compared to
those of 15 other universities in
Canada. The BAC, however, ex-
cludes roughly $2,500 in auxilia-
ry and incidental fees from Dal’s
law tuition fees to give it a middle
ranking, says Evans—but in real-

been more informed had the
committee members considered
the contents of a Feb. 1 report by
the law school Student Finance
Committee (SFC).

Evans and Sherifa Elkadem,
co-authors of the report, ana-
lyzed the average debt loads of
those who applied for a needs-

based bursary program run by |

SFC. They found that 71 graduat-
ing students, representing a little
less than half of the entire class,
will leave Dal this year with an
average debt of $51,500.

The two SFC members
also compiled statistics from the
law school’s career development

“Members of the law faculty are deeply
disturbed and troubled that our sincere efforts
to inform the process are being overlooked or
ignored in a seemingly callous manner.”

— Richard Evans,

co-chair of Dal law’s Student

Finance Committee

ity, the total amount is the third
highest in the country.

“My perspective is that
students, faculty and staff in the
law school community consider
this to be the most offensive as-
pect [of the report],” Evans wrote
in his response.

The BAC recommends an in-
crease of $110,000 in bursaries

for all three professional pro-

grams, but the bursaries would
only cover about 11 per cent of
the overall fee increase. Evans
estimated, for example, that law
students would receive an extra
bursary amount of $249, nearly
$500 less than the amount by
which their fees are projected to
rise.

Evans said the BAC’s assess-
ments, particularly those relating
to the earning potential of grad-
uating law students, could have

office to determine the earn-
ing potential of these graduates.
They found that in 2004, roughly

50 per cent stayed in the Atlantic |

Provinces—where articling sala- |

ries, in many cases, would not be
enough to assist even long-term
repayment of their loans.

But BAC did not cite these
findings in its final report and, in
fact, did not mention debt at all.

“Members of the law faculty
aredeeplydisturbed and troubled
that our sincere efforts to inform
the process are being overlooked
or ignored in a seemingly callous
manner,” Evans wrote.

“Certainly, from our perspec-
tive, no effort has been made
to date in the BAC document
to provide the decision making
members of the Board of Gover-
nors with a fair picture.”

2 i

Emram Mojumdar wants the government to take action against
tuition incrases. / Photo: Rafal Andronowski

Left Out:

No shortage of immigration woes for
Dal’s intemational students

Jess McDiarmid
Staff COntributor

t seems that no one will give
Dal’s international students a
‘break. In addition to the threat of
huge tuition hikes next year, they
have been virtually ignored by
the provincial government’s new
immigration program—and they
still can’t work off campus.
According to Melissa Fergu-
son, Dal’s international student
advisor, Nova Scotia’s immigra-
tion strategy, presented in Janu-
ary, falls short of the mark when
it comes to attracting and retain-
ing international students.
Before the strategy was an-
nounced, Ferguson presented
a survey of Dalhousie’s interna-

childcare, food, and a $40 stipend.

Are You a Single Mother who has attended university, is
attending university or is considering attending university?

If you are, we need your participation in a paid focus group to identify
your specific housing needs, We want to hear your opinions!

Your participation in this two-hour focus group will help us to develop

and design affordable housing for single mothers attending university by
meeting your specific needs and challenges. Participants will receive free

Please call Amanda Billard at YWCA Halifax, 423-6162 to register. The
YWCA provides Turning Point Programs for Women and Young Women.

YWCA

HALIFAX

ARE YOU
A SINGLE
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tional student population at a
planning meeting showing that
over 80 per cent of international
students would consider immi-
grating toNova Scotia. “I was very

confident, because it made sense

to me that this would be looked
at, and I was disappointed that
the strategy didn't touch on it,”
says Ferguson. “I guess I'm just
disappointed after all the meet-
ings and research that they didn’t
put international students in
the priority ... I wish they would
explain it to me, because it just
doesn’t make sense.”

“They [the government] are
talking about attracting immi-
gration,” says Emran Mojumdar,

Continued on Page 7...




Golden Key Tutoring Program Board of Govemors
Inspires Local Students

Laura Hynes
Staff Contributor

he Dalhousie chapter of the

Golden Key International
Honour Society functions like
most other student societies on
campus, hosting charity events
and pub nights. But what is less
known about Golden Key is the
work it has been doing in public
schools in the HRM. In February,
2004, Golden Key implemented a
comprehensive tutoring program
with the Halifax Regional School
Board (HRSB), and in just over a
year, the tutoring initiative has
garnered considerable attention
from the university, the city and
HRM media.

Created and run by Ian Joyce,
the chapter’s academic programs
director, the tutoring initiative

consists of 80 Dalhousie stu-
dents volunteering at 13 junior
and senior high schools in and
around Halifax.

“The tutoring initiative is
absolutely unique,” Joyce said.
“While other chapters in Canada
do offer tutoring and mentoring
services, I am personally un-
aware of any initiative equal to
ours in size or significance.”

In junior high schools, the
tutoring initiative works with
students at risk of academic fail-
ure. Janice Silver, the junior high
representative at the Halifax
Regional School Board, is very
pleased with the results of the
program.

“Everyone wins in this,” Silver
said. “It’s increasing confidence
in the kids.”

But Silver also mentioned

HALIFAY

REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY

Attention Off-Campus
University & College Students

Are you meving seen?

Please be environmentally responsible when disposing of your
refuse by placing garbage at the curb for collection on the
proper pick-up day of the refuse collection week. Remember
that for residential dwellings, there is a limit of 10 garbage
bags/cans on refuse collection week, plus one bulky item.
For small apartment buildings up to six units, the limit is 5
garbage bags/cans per unit and two bulky items on refuse
collection week. Please place foed and leaf and yard waste
in your green cart; bottles, cans and milk containers - with
caps off - in blue bag; newspapers, flyers and magazines in
a plastic grocery bag; and flatten and tie cardboard boxes.

ol =R

A

The following are collection weeks in Area 1 Halifax:
April 11-15 | Refuse & Recyclables Only

April 18 - 22 Green Carts & Recy_g[ables SR ey
April 25 - 29 Refuse & Recyclables Only

May2-6 | Green Carts & Recyclables Only

May 9 - 13 Refuse & Recyclables Only

R333-6912

For other collection areas, or for further information call
490-4000 or visit our website at www.halifax.ca/wrms.

some obstacles the initiative has
encountered and noted there are
still barriers to overcome. A par-
ticular problem is the red tape
each new tutor encounters. In

“Students have been
exposed—many for
the first time—to the
possibility of higher
education above and
beyond the high

school level.”
~Jan Joyce, Dal's Golden Key
academic programs director

order to work in the school sys-
tem, university students must
undergo a criminal background
check and fill out. substantial
paperwork. Once that is com-
pleted, students must contact
the schools and figure out trans-
portation.

Although Silver said that
some tutors have been frus-
trated with the administrative
requirements, she is still enthu-
siastic about exposing students
in junior and high school to uni-
versity students.

“I think we're very fortunate
to have this kind of relationship
with a local university,” Silver

Continued on Page 8...

e-mail addresses

Jamie Baillie
jbaillie@cua.com
[Credit Union Atlantic]

Elizabeth Beale

elizabeth.beale@apec-econ.ca

[Atlantic Provinces Economic
Council]

William Black
whblack@eastlink.ca
[Maritime Life]

‘Wesley Campbell

wcampbell@campbellcomeau.ns.ca
[Campbell Comeau Engineering]

Robert Chisholm
rchisholm@cupe.ca [CUPE]

Murray Coolican
murray.coolican@maritimelife.com
[Maritime Life Assurance
Company]

Jim Cowan
jcowan@smss.com
[Stewart McKelvey Stirling Scales]

David Craig
david.craig@nspower.ca
[N.S, Power]

Mo El-Hawary
elhawary@dal.ca
[Dalhousie Senate chair]

Jay Forbes
jay.forbes@aliant.ca
[Aliant]

Richard Goldbloom
richard.goldbloom@iwk.nshealth.ca
[Dalhousie chancellor]

Kevin Grundy
kevin.grundy@dal.ca
[Dalhousie Faculty Association]
- Observer

Lynn Irving
irving lynn@jdirving.com [Irving}

Daurene Lewis
daurene.lewis@nscc.ca [NSCC]

Cathy MacNutt
cmacnutt@upei.ca [UPEI]

Sunny Marche

sunny.marche@dal.ca

[Faculty representative (School
of Business)]

Don Mills
dmills@cra.ca
[Corporate Research Associates|

Robert Radchuck
bradchuck@hfx.eastlink.ca
[KPMG]

Suzanne Rosson
srosson@kwapartners.com
[KWA Partners])

Michael Shepherd

michael.shepherd@dal.ca

[Faculty representative
(Computer Science)]

Alasdair Sinclair
alasdair.sinclair@dal.ca
[Retired economics professor]

Jim Spatz
jim.spatz@southwest.ca
[Southwest Properties]

Bruce Towler
bruce.towler@cibc.ca [CIBC]

Tom Traves

tom.traves@dal.ca

[Dalhousie president and vice
chancellor]

Alison Archibald

alarchib@dal.ca

[Student representative
{(Medicine)]

Ezra Edelstein

eedelste@dal.ca

[Student representative
(Chemistry)]

Curtis McGrath
dsupres@dal.ca [DSU president]
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Dal students will be riding high on Metro Transit next year.

Photo: Quentin Casey

On Dal’s Campus

Neal Cody

Staff Contributor
Jennifer Morrison
News Editor

U-Pass Vote Unanimous

Dal students will be riding
high next year after the univer-
sity’s Board of Governors voted
unanimously on March 22 to ap-
prove the controversial U-Pass.

According to a recent story in
the Gazette, the likely start date
for the U-Pass would be Janu-
ary 2006, not September 2005
as originally planned. The delay
will supposedly let Metro Transit
beef up its bus service to accom-
modate the extra riders. But the
new passengers won't be getting
a free ride—they’ll have to pay a
fee of $115 per year, to be includ-
ed in tuition. -JM

PM Appoints Dal Governor to
Senate

Jim Cowan, the Chair of Dal-
housie’s Board of Governors, has
been appointed to the Senate by
Prime Minister Paul Martin. 63-
year-old Cowan, a Halifax-born
lawyer, has been a Liberal party
member for over 40 years. He was
president of the provincial Liber-
als from 1984-85 and ran unsuc-
cessfully for the party’s leader-
ship in 1986. Cowan has sat as
chair of Dalhousie’s Board of
Governors, the highest decision-
making body at the university,
since 2000. Cowan also ran Paul
Martin's leadership campaigns in
N.S. in 1990 and in 2004.

Cowan isn't the only senior
Dal administrator to be appoint-
ed by Martin to a federal post re-
cently: Last spring, Martin chose

Kit Kar P1zzA

DONAIRS - SUBS - SEAFOOD

429-3223 or 4252229
2314 Gottingen St., Halifax

Buy a 16" pizza
w/works for $12.99,
get 9” garlic fingers

for $1.00

16" pepperoni pizza for $8.25
or 2 for $14.99
2 medl. pizzas
w/3 toppings
$1299
3 small donairs
for $6.50 plus tax

Dalhousie’s VP external Dale
Godsoe as a member of the fed-
eral government’s advisory com-
mittee on cities and communi-
ties. Godsoe is also a longtime
Liberal—she was a campaign
worker and supporter in Nova
Scotia for Martin’s failed 1990
leadership bid. -NC

DSU Cashes In

The Dalhousie Student Union
collapsed a $634,000 investment
account with TE Investments last
week in order to save the union
money in the long-term.

The money, invested last year
as $600,000 from accumulated
surpluses and other funds, will
be used to make a balloon pay-
ment on a loan the DSU owes
to the university. The DSU’s VP
of finance and operations, Jona-
than Wilson, says the DSU will
save about $300,000 in interest
payments thanks to this cash-in.
The $3 million loan was taken

out several years ago to pay for .

the SUB’s renovations, includ-
ing the creation of the new Gra-
wood, and was scheduled to be
paid back by 2013. The balloon
payment shortens that period to
2011, at which time the DSU will
have the option of eliminating or
continuing the $25 per year ren-
ovation fee it currently charges
full-time students. The DSU also
has an investment fund portfolio
with BMO/Nesbitt Burns, which
has made roughly $138,000 since
its inception in 1998. Wilson says
the money is available in case of
an emergency, and makes more
sense being in an investment
fund than simply lying around
on-hand. -NC

LSAT MCAT
GMAT GRE

Prepuaration Seminars

» Complete 30-Hour Seminars

= Proven Test-Taking Strategies

= Personalized Professional Instruction
= Comprehensive Study Materials

u Simulated Practice Exams

= Free Repeat Policy

= Personal Tutoring Available

= Thousands of Satisfied Students

Oxford Seminars
1-800-269-6719

www.oxfordseminars.com
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International student woes, continued

Continued from Page 5...

president of the Dalhousie Inter-
national Students’ Association.
“Is this the way they’re going to
do it? They have a long way to

”

go.

Ferguson and Mojumdar had
hoped that changes would be
made to allow more flexible work
permits for international stu-
dents, during their studies and
after graduation.

Currently, international stu-

| dents are only allowed to work

on campus. Following gradua-
tion, they have three months to
find a job offer within their area
of study to receive a two-year
work permit. New Brunswick and

says Mills. “We haven't left it at a
no, we are pursuing it.”

Mills can’t say how long it will
take to get further decisions on
the issue of work permits. “We
have to negotiate with the fed-
eral government, and that can be
a lengthy process,” she says.

Being restricted to work-
ing on campus during studies
has a negative impact on find-
ing employment in Canada af-
ter graduation, says Mojumdar.
Three months isn't a long time
to find a job and it's made more
difficult because international
students can't get related work
experience during their studies
to put on their resumes. “I'm do-
ing engineering,” he says. “What

“When you meet the people, when you meet the
students who are graduating, and you see what they
could bring to Nova Scotia ... It just angers me. And
on the flip side, Nova Scotia is saying that we don’t
have enough people here from other countries.”

~ Melissa Ferguson,

Dal’s international student advisor

Manitoba have pilot programs
whereby international students
are allowed to work off campus
during their schooling, and there
was hope Nova Scotia could have
a similar program.

Elizabeth Mills, executive di-
rector of Nova Scotia’s Office of
Immigration, says the province
requested an off-campus work
program but was turned down by
the federal government. “We've
been told no because they’re
having some processing issues,”

job is there on campus that I can
do, and say, ‘Look, I have experi-
ence’? Nothing.”

Mojumdar will graduate this
May. After studying in Canada
for the past five years, he has un-
til the end of August to get a job
offer or he’ll have to leave the
country.

“When you meet the people,
when you meet the students who
are graduating, and you see what
they could bring to Nova Scotia
... It just angers me,” says Fergu-

son. “And on the flip side, Nova
Scotia is saying that we don’t
have enough people here from
other countries.”

The Office of Immigration
will continue its work to grant in-
ternational students permission
to get off-campus jobs. The of-
fice is also pursuing a provincial
nomination program, in which
applications from international
students would be fast-tracked,
Mills says. Immigration Canada
currently receives 800,000 ap-
plications each year, but accepts
only 252,000, creating a huge
backlog. Mills says fast-tracking
the applications would help.

But Mojundar says these
plans are not enough. Interna-
tional student differential fees
are set to increase by 9.28 per
cent next year and he says this
will cause internationals to look
elsewhere for their education. He
also says it is the province’s re-
sponsibility, not the university’s,
to attract and retain students and
immigrants.

“The province should move
their ass. [Instead of] just talk-
ing and talking and talking, [they
should] just do and do and do.”
He’s been hearing about the off-
campus work permit since 2002,
he says. “I feel like the Nova Sco-
tia government makes so many
[empty] commitments and
promises.”

Mills says that the province
should value international stu-

dents, and vice versa. “We re-

ally need international people to
want to be here, because that’s
the future of our province.”

DEEP DOWN

CARPET CLEANING

Great Prices

One Bedroom Apt..............$55.00
Two Bedroom Apt..............$65.00

All Prices are Final & Include:

e All Taxes

* De-odorization ®
e Stain Remowval
* Unlimited sq. ft. per room

We are located in the South End
call to book an appointment today!

830-1113
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Dump and Run
for a Good Cause

Hazel Walling
Staff Contributor

at do Cornell, Brown and
Dalhousie Universities all
have in common? Besides their
excellent reputations, they are
among an increasing number of
schools taking part in a waste
diversion program called Dump
and Run.

Each April brings about the
exodus of students from uni-
versity residences and local
apartments, so Dump and Run,
started in 1999 by Syracuse Uni-
versity student Lisa Heller and
organized at Dal by the Society
for Corporate and Environmen-
tal Social Responsibility, takes
care of all the junk they can't
haul back home. Anything goes,
CESR member Tamara Lorincz
explains, from mirrors and lamps
to couches, tables and chairs.

“[Students] just think ‘What
the heck am I going to do with it?’
... Something needs to be done
about their waste, and we're do-
ing something about it.”

Instead of having university
students’ cherished knickknacks
choke our landfills, CESR amass-
es and resells items donated
from the residences and com-

munity in a huge garage sale and |

environmental fair, featuring dis-
plays and fair trade coffee. This
year, the event will be held Dal’s
Studley gymnasium on Saturday,
April 30, beginning at 8 a.m. Mi-
chael Stricker, one of the event’s
main coordinators, is even hop-
ing to get some live musicians to
perform this year. “It’s to hope-
fully get the feel of ... the Satur-
day morning market,” he says.
This year will mark Dalhou-
sie’s third Dump and Run. Last
year, the event made over $4,000,
donated to about 20 different or-
ganizations including the Ecol-

ogy Action Center, Food Not |

Bombs, Community Gardens
initiatives and the Halifax Peace
Coalition.

“I can tell you that the Halifax
Peace Coalition was so thrilled to
get money,” says Lorincz, who is
also involved with that organiza-
tion. The Dump and Run contri-
bution helped the group bring
Jeremy Henson, an American war
resister, to speak in Nova Scotia.

To have someone transport
your donation to Studley gym for
you, call 489-2524. And remember,
if you want to snatch something
that someone else abandoned: the
early bird catches the worm.

lan Joyce, the creator and administrator of Golden Key's tutoring program.

Continued from Page 6...

said. “It is a really wonderful op-

| portunity for students in our sys-

| tem to have the benefit of some

Photo: Rafal Andronowski

very motivated and enthusiastic
folks academically.”

Joyce agrees. “Students have
been exposed—many for the first
time—to the possibility of higher

Gazette - News

|
| Golden Key tutors to hit Breakfast Television

education above and beyond the
high school level.”

In the high school program,
tutors work with students who
are under-challenged by their
current curriculum. Tutors pro-
vide “enrichment” work, some of
which has even replaced regular
school projects.

“Students at the high school
level have been afforded the
opportunity to participate in
a variety of advanced research
projects, ranging from the arts
to engineering roller coasters,”
Joyce explained.

Their parents are enthusias-
tic too—Silver noted that some
parents have been driving their
kids into Dal from Eastern Shore
regularly on the weekends to
participate in mentoring and tu-
toring services.

The tutoring initiative has
received considerable attention
from Golden Key headquarters
and the local media. Golden Key
will appear on Breakfast Televi-
sion on April 23 and will be fea-
tured in an upcoming article in
The Chronicle Herald.

“It has been very reward-
ing,” said Michelle Cameirao, the
chapter’s public relations direc-
tor. “Enhancing the education
and self-esteem of young stu-
dents makes me feel like we are
truly making a difference.”

RETURN FLIGHTS FROM HALIFRR

$559
559
559
559
259
1249

AMSTERDAM BRUSSELS
: ATHENS -
LdN DON
- Paris
RomE

DuBLIN
PRAGUE
ZURICH
NEW YORK

o BARCELONA BANGKOK

)

WESTJET TICKETS WITH NO SERVICE FEES,
CASH PAYMENTS ACCEPTED!
Buy Westlet tickets and earn chances to win
— visit www.travelcuts.com for more details.

HOT DFFERS
N ~
$100 off Topdeck

Get yours today in the
Spring ‘05
Student Traveller
Pick up your copy now at
any Travel CUTS office.

For more details call or stop by one of our offices.

GET ON TRACK
FOR EUROPE

FREE VIP Backpackers
Hostel Membership
with the purchase of
a Eurail or Britrail pass

For more details call or stop by one of our offices.

WIN a trip to

New Zealand!

Visit our NEW
website for details.

Busabout BONUS!

Get a FREE* Italian Explorer trip
OR an extra Travel Day with
passes purchased in April.

*Free item determined by pass type purchased.
For more details call or stop by one of our offices.

www.travelcuts.com

X o T8 o

Lower Level, Dal SUB - 494-2054
www.travelcuts.com

Conditions apply. Prices are valid at time of advertising deadline af\d may vary depending on availability, eligibility and departure dates.
Prices exclude taxes and other applicable fees. Travel CUTS is owned and operated by the Canadian Federation of Students.

e

< TRAVEL CUTS

See the world your way
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Opinions

DEAR: MARITIME WEATHER

[ hate spring in the Maritimes. But not
because it’s slow in the coming, or takes
too long to leave—nope, 1 hate spring here
because, frankly, it doesn't exist. It's in
absentia, permanently, and it doesn’'t seem
to care about participation points.

Everywhere else in this country,
Canadians have the meteorological

Editor Li Dong

opinions@dalgazette.ca

Vent (chris LaRoche)

opportunity to wake up to nose-sniffling,
sinus-swelling, eye-scratching flowery
goodness. You know, “that Spring feeling!”
Spikes in Kleenex sales aside, however,
spring’s absence around here is downright
unconstitutional. Winter seems to be the
boss in N.S.—storming in, doing what it
wants and then rolling over the next two

seasons, right through to August.

Enough is enough. I propose a
constitutional amendment that requires
the Weather Board of Canada grant the
Maritime Provinces a yearly spring season
with flowers and sunshine—none of this
mud, brown grass and sleet business. Our
right to sinus-pressure inducing seasonal

changes in air-pollen counts (it's somewhere
in section 2 of the Bill of Rights, I'm sure of
it) shouldn’t be any different than the rights
of other Canadians. So, with plenty of pollen
spores and a strong sense of justice in hand,
I'm going to the Supreme Court of Canada.
You're welcome to join me, of course... just
remember your Dristan.

As law school tuition increases, the diversity of our classrooms diminishes. / Photo: Rafal Andronowski

Law and Disorder

Tuition hikes for Dal law threatens its celebrated diversity

Frank Durnford
Tom Booth
Opinions Contributors

he Budget Advisory Commit-

tee (BAC) and the Office of
the President are recommending
a 9.28 per cent tuition increase
for dentistry, law and medicine.
The proposed hike is not only for
the 2005/2006 academic year, but

it is also forecasted for two ad-

ditional years. For law students
and the law school community,
the passing of these proposals by
the Dalhousie Board of Gover-
nors threatens much of what we
value most about the Dalhousie
Law School.

Law school is already an ex-
pensive enterprise: many stu-
dents require lines of credit from
private institutions, in addition
to provincial and federal stu-
dent loans. Yet the banks are not
always forthcoming with their
money. Law students receive
only the minimum funding from
private banks, and previous stu-
dent loans are counted against
lines of credit because the banks
recognize that law students gen-
erally do not have a high earning
potential upon graduation. After
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graduating, the highest paid ar-
ticling clerk in Atlantic Canada
makes no more than $40,000 a
year—most of our graduates in
Atlantic Canada make far less.
The law school community
fears what these changes in tu-
ition, if accepted, will mean for
the law school. Dal law has a
long-standing tradition of pub-

lic service. While at Dal, law stu- _
‘dents are encouraged to explore

and pursue alternative legal ca-
reers. We have a celebrated legal
aid clinic, the largest pro bono
program in Canada, and the best
marine and environmental law
program in Canada. Dal also has
a well-established business law
program and some students will
graduate to become corporate
lawyers. The beauty of Dal law is
that, as a community, it fosters
diversity. The proposed tuition
hikes will impede the continued
realisation of that mandate.

As law school tuition increas-
es, the diversity of our classrooms
diminishes. The Board of Gover-
nors must question what type
of legal community they wish
to produce and realize that they
hold the key to the classroom. As
the governing body of a public

institution, the board shares the
responsibility of insuring acces-
sibility for students. Racial and
cultural minorities, students
with families and students from
generally low economic commu-

nities will be less able to attend |

law school and will be further
marginalized by higher tuition.
Higher tuition not only limits

the accessibility of a 19&. edu-

cation, but it limits the available

_choices for graduating students.

Those who are able to meet the
demands of higher tuition will
be forced into careers where they
can pay off debt, not into careers
in which they are passionate
about.

In the end, the decision will
rest with the Board of Gover-
nors. If the board approves the
9.28 per cent tuition increase,
they will make Dal law the third
most expensive law school in the
country, behind only the Univer-
sity of Toronto and Osgoode Hall
(also in Toronto). One hopes they
will reject the tuition increase in
order to preserve the diversity of
the Dalhousie Law School class
and the ability of our graduates
to pursue careers in Atlantic
Canada.

Letters

letters@dalgazette.ca

Tuition Toothache

My name is Colette Smith. I
am the president of the Dalhou-
sie Dental Students’ Society at the
Faculty of Dentistry. Our society
serves all four years of students
in the dentistry program at Dal,
and we are very concerned about
the proposed increases in tuition
for our faculty, as well as for the
medicine and law programs.

Our program has the high-
est fees of any professional pro-
gram at Dal. The cost for the first
year alone is now up to $18,595.
This fee includes tuition, plus
all of our auxiliary and instru-
ment costs. Because we require
a large amount of instruments
we understand that our fees will
be high, however, it is becoming

Why should our
program be subject

to these large tuition
increases when the
students in our faculty

ilable | mever see any of the

~ benefits?

very difficult to get access to the
kind of money thatis necessary to
attend the program while paying

for the cost of living. The fees are

already approaching the point
where prospective students may
not be able to enter into our field.
Obviously, an increase of 9.28 per
cent next year would make the
situation even worse.

The frustration surround-
ing the cost of dental school is
compounded by the fact that
our program receives absolutely
no funds from upper campus for
new instruments or clinic up-
grades. The dental faculty relies
solely on the generosity of our
alumni for this. New technology
is needed in the health profes-

sions not only to keep our stu-
dents current, but more impor-
tantly, to ensure that our patients
receive the highest standards of
care. Why should our program
be subject to these large tuition
increases when the students in
our faculty never see any of the
benefits? Why would we stay af-
ter graduation to help out the
underserved areas of Nova Scotia
when we could pay off our in-
credible loans faster elsewhere?
Many people are misled into
thinking that a dentist will make
enough money in the first few
years to pay off our debts from
school. The reality is that den-
tistry is not only a health pro-
fession, but also a business. The
cost to start up or buy into a den-
tal practice, depending on loca-
tion among many other factors,
is anywhere between $300,000
and $500,000. This does not take
into account that as a beginner,
the practice will run slower.
Many of our students attend-

“ﬁmenmw

to show support and speak out
against the proposed hike in tu-
ition. There was a solemn atmo-
sphere as the members of the
Board of Governors walked in,
which I feel was a great way to
get our point across. For the sake
of our medicine, dentistry and
law programs, I hope we made
an impact.

Colette Smith

A Problematic Prescription
Ninety per cent of Dalhousie’s
med students come from the rel-
atively poor Maritime provinces,
yet by 2007 the school plans to
have one of the highest tuitions
in Canada. The BAC, who every

chtInued on Next Page...
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Letters@dalgazette.ca, continued

Continued from Previous Page...

year proposes tuition fees to the
Board of Governors, has set this
year’s increase at 9.28 per cent
for med and other professional
students. For med students this
will mean a jump in tuition of
$1,088 to a $12,806 total. Stu-
dent concern prompted a silent
protest at the Board meeting on
March 22. Though the Board has
now put off their decision on the
BAC proposal until their next
meeting, student concern about
the issue is not waning.

The BAC proposed several
reasons to justify the increase.
The first, ability to pay, was the
least problematic. Even though
the maximum obtainable stu-
dent loan available to med stu-
dents in N.S. barely covers base
tuition, it is true that med stu-
dents can usually find a way to
pay. Banks are happy to extend
credit to med students. The fact
that students need to pay large
amounts of life and disability
insurance and interest to main-
tain this credit is not considered
by the BAC as problematic. What
should be considered problem-
atic is that financial institutions
are very concerned about the
sustainability of such a system
as med student debt burdens ex-
pand. If banks are becoming con-
cerned about the sustainability
of their practices it makes sense

that Dal pause to do the same.
The second justification
for the proposed increased ad-
dressed the cost of a med school
education. While it is true that
the average cost to educate a
med student is higher than some
other undergraduate programs,
it is important to consider the
benefits to undergrad programs
for which the med school pays.
Many top researchers chose Dal
because of the med school. The
fact that these names are used
to attract students is not men-
tioned. Nor is the fact that med
students already pay double
what an undergrad tuition costs.
The final, and most dubious,
reason that the BAC gave for in-
creasing med tuition centered
on demand for the program. Be-
cause many people want to be-
come doctors, the BAC reasoned,
we can charge as much as we
want. The fact that the BAC dis-
plays such an attitude towards
med education should worry ev-
ery Canadian. Studies have dem-
onstrated that as med tuition in-
creases, accessibility decreases.
Despite that students are able
to access credit once in med
school, the relationship between
increasing tuition and decreas-
ing representation from lower
socioeconomic groups is well
founded. Students from lower
socioeconomic backgrounds are
more likely to come from under-

serviced areas and are proven to
be more likely to return to those
areas. Assuring that people from
these areas have access to med
education is not only a moral im-
perative but also a logistical one
because limited accessibility will
in turn limit service.

Public concern should not
be limited to accessibility is-
sues, but should also focus on
service. Students faced with in-
creased debt-loads are inevitably
attracted to areas that can offer
debt relief. These bonuses are of-
ten financed by the communities
themselves, and some areas often
go under-serviced if they can't
raise enough funds. The health-
care available to a community
should not be based upon avail-
ability to pay. It is our fear that
increasing tuition fees will exac-
erbate this existing problem.

Training med students should
be a high priority for a country
that views universal healthcare
as one of its most sacred values.
Governments and universities
have an important role to play
in making sure this process takes
place. We have seen the coop-
eration possible with the recent
Memorandum of Understanding
to limit undergraduate tuition
increases. All we ask is that you
don’t use us to pay for it. All we
want is 3.9 per cent.

Ashley McCormick
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PLEASE SMOKERS, IF YOU DO NOT PLEASE
STOP SMOKING ON CAMPUS Dal will politely
ask you to “please stop smoking” again... please.

PUNNING OFF THE WORD “POWER” FOR OUR
“ADRIENNE POWER” COVER STORY HEADLINE
Our next best choice was “Adrienne-nough Gold
Medals For Ya?!”

A DALHOUSIE STAGE VERSION OF “PRIDE

AND PREJUDICE?” It is a truth universally
acknowled’ 2d that a King’s student in
possession of a gond fortune must be in want of
a Toronto girl.

HOW MANY DSU PRESIDENTS DOES IT TAKE TO
EAT A BANANA? Only one, but he has to appeal
it first.A

THE SHEER ANTICIPATION FOR “SIN CITY”
Not since the day before “Miss Congeniality 2”
opened have I shook this violently.

COMPLETELY BOMBING YOUR TERM PAPER
Then trying to explain to your Prof that it was
all an elaborate “April Fools” joke and that you'll
have the real essay in soon.

MICHAEL JACKSON STILL DOMINATING THE
HEADLINES Is it me, and R. Kelly and Jacko just
playing a messed-up game of chicken?

A PROFESSOR STRIKE WOULD REALLY HIT THE
SPOT RIGHT ABOUT NOW Too bad we used
them all up, and damn, we spent all our allotted
“natural disasters” too.

Legend: A = Biggest Gainer, * = Hot Shot Newcomer

Every 8th Move-In Gets an iPod shuffle:

Shuffle Your stuff In Now:
Before They’re Gone.

3

s 73(-

Ci

Attention, students. Talk about a sweet deal and a great way to store your stuff till school starts up in the fall.
Just reserve your storage unit, move in and you could be shuffling to the beat of the coolest sound around: a new iPod shuffle.
Every 8th move-in gets one but only while quantities last! Full details at metroselfstorage.acl.ca/shuffle.

Hurry, fifst come, first served while quantities last. Call 450-5656.

: *Applies to Dartmouth-only storage units and you must sign a contract until September 1, 2005. Must show student ID to qualify.
Due to popularity of iPod shuffles, there could be a slight waiting period. :
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What'’s a lesson that you’ve leamed this year?

S 5 N

When you do the beer “Faxe” you When in doubt, go with the I've learned that menstruation

To e-mail yourself your esay if your

working on the library computers, have to “face the facts” later. I face the cowboy hat. attracts bears.
because the G: drive and A: drive will facts every Sunday morning. - J. P Angelopoulos, - Jeremiah Bell,
[#@k you over. - Brie Smith, third-year kinesiology third-year kinesiology

- Sarah Rudd, third-year political science ; :

third-year history

To buy a travel mug, because using Group projects always lead to fun To take classes from teachers whom That chicks love a cocky Frenchman

all those paper cups is wasteful. Plus it adventures (i.e.: new best friends!). you really admire. with a tucked-in shirt.
keeps your coffee hotter! = Mary Katherine Charters, Krystenne MacMullin, - Chris LaRoche,

- Sarahjane Macdonald, third-year women'’s studies and IDS fourth-year political science third-year kissing-booth

third-year women'’s studies and IDS phenomenon
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*when we do your taxes  wotavaidcoupon.

Get a coupon for a free Domino’s Pizza with
student tax preparation.

H&R BLOCK

.Come in today or call 1-800-HRBLOCK
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Medical

| he

- Clinics
Fam' 'y Walk-in or Call
FOCUS Sameday Appointments

Halifax Professional Center
9991 Spring Garden Rd. Suite 102, Halifax

Monday to Friday 420'2038

8:30 am - 9:00 pm

. Other locations:
Sat" Sun" & Hohdays Joseph Howe Dr. Sackville Dartmouth
11:00 am - 5:00 pm 443-2038 869-2038  462-2038

www.thefamilyfocus.ca ‘

All up on this interweb business:
dalgazette.ca

Intoducing
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The Word “Gay”

(and how to use it)

Jimmy Kapches
Staff Contributor

In my capacity as a native
speaker of the English lan-
guage, I would like to clear up
a misconception. There is a
wholly wrong way and a wholly
right way to use the word “gay.”
The correct meaning of “gay” is
“merry” or “homosexual.” The
wrong way to use the word “gay”
is when someone uses it to de-
scribe something as “bad.” “Gay”
when used as a pejorative adjec-
tive is wrong. It has never been
acceptable to use any such word
for the sake of disparaging some-
thing. We are too educated to fall
back on derogatory terms in col-
loquial speech, no matter what
the social occasion.

When the word “gay” is used
in the pejorative, people regu-
larly fail to realize that they are
disparaging gays and lesbians.
Some of the most upstanding
and kind-hearted English speak-
ers have been known to let slip
the wrong word, and it does not
make them bad people. It is un-
fortunate that their speech fails
to identify them as the intelligent
and compassionate human be-
ings that they are, and only they
can remedy that.

Christopher Dreher, in his
March 26 Globe and Mail article,
discusses Richard Florida and
his work regarding what he calls
“the creative class.” The health

Nice

of the creative economy of a city,
Dreher reports, is signalled by
“concentrations of gay people
and rock bands,” meaning that
cultured cities have more of both
groups. This implies that toler-
ant, cultured and educated cities
are economically sounder.

Being university students,
education is something we take
great pride in. We're paying big
bucks to become the artists, aca-
demics and professionals that

When the word
“gay” is used in the
pejorative, people
regularly fail to
realize that they are
disparaging gays
and lesbians.

make up a tolerant, creative so-
ciety. Words that are hollow and
hurtful, such as the false form of
“gay,” are not proper emblems of
this enlightened and exciting cre-
ative class. It is disappointing to
think that educated and pro-gay
people would still allow them-
selves to use a word that embod-
ies all the hate that homosexuals
have been fighting for years.

I would argue against anyone
who would accuse someone who
uses “gay” incorrectly and off-
handedly, as being a homophobe

28 Topple Drive
Dartmouth, N.S.

Locations Coast o Coast
throughout Canada and U.S.A

00 0 e eame

“A Tradition of Quality Since 1947”

468-6863

Maritime

Moving and Storage

Gay or gay? You be the judge.

outright. Honestly, people just
need to be reminded that this
word hurts before they never let
it touch their lips again. It is part
and parcel of the hatred that in-
telligent people are trying to fight
to simply level accusations at
someone of being ignorant and
wrong. Rather, everyone needs a
chance to change and a chance
to make good on past mistakes.

Any linguist will tell you that
English is one of the most ver-
bose languages on the planet, so
why back away from the vocabu-
lary that is the language’s gift?
In McCrum, Cran and MacNeils’
The Story of English, they estimate
the number of words in the Ox-
ford English Dictionary at 500,000.
With so many words in the Eng-
lish language, there’s no excuse
for using derogatory terms for
any reason.

Wrong usage of the word
“gay” has little to do with soci-
ety—but everything to do with
the individual. If the thought of
using “gay” in a pejorative sense
doesn’tbotheryou, butyouwould
not dare use it within earshot of
someone who self-identifies as
gay or lesbian, you may have to
re-evaluate your linguistic and
ethical priorities. Perhaps the
time has come to retire the word
“gay” in its false and bastardized
form, because the chances you
will hurt someone inadvertently
will only grow greater as you be-
come more educated and more
cultured. Remember the maxim
of that mysterious Greek, who
I think may be Aristotle: “those
words which pass the barriers of
your teeth can never be retract-
ed.”

ZLLIED

Agent for Allied Van Lines
THE CAREFUL MOVERS
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ROOTS OF RACINE

This Thursday, March 31, to Saturday;,
April 2, the King’s Theatrical Society will
perform an original translation of Jean
Racine’s Phedre, translated from French
by King's students Matt Hunt Gardner
and Heather Keachie. All shows begin at
8 p.m. at the Pit Theatre, King’s College.
- Admission is $7, $5 for students.

APRIL’S FOOL

Experience a meeting of the musical
minds with two of Halifax’s finest—with
multiple instruments in tow. Chris
Mitchell (saxophone) and Jamie Gatti
(bass) play the Music Room (6181 Lady
Hammond Rd.) this Friday, April 1, at 8
p.m. Admission $18; to reserve a seat, call
JazzEast at 492-2225,

WHAT’S IN A NAME?

Bootyjuice plays the Attic this Friday,
April 1. The band’s name promises a lot
of fun, but only those who attend the
show will know for sure. The booty ac-
tion starts at 11 p.m.

Hot Spots

SCOTTISH AMBITION

Bagpipes are in season for the Tannahill
Weavers, who are set to play Halifax on
Friday, April 8. These internationally re-
nowned, traditional performers will play
one night only in the Kenneth C. Rowe
Hall at Pier 21. Tickets are on sale at the
Cohn Box office and the Halifax Folklore
Centre.

Bridgette Sullivan
Staff Contributor

Halifax Indie Rock is an album
that has materialized only
after two years of hard work and
some manipulation of busy art-
ists’ schedules. Not only is it St.
John’s-born Jonathan Andrews’
first solo album, but it’s also a
showcase of the musical talent
Halifax has to offer: the 14-track
album features 24 of Andrews’ fa-
vorite local musicians.

When thinking about who
might assist him in creating his
vision of Halifax Indie Rock, An-
drews focused on the “needs of
the songs” and whose influences
would enhance them. “When 1
was approaching these songs
and thinking of all the different
sounds we could do,” says An-
drews, “I immediately thought of
these people.” Those people are
the 24 musicians that collaborat-
ed with Andrews on the album’s
tracks. Joel Plaskett (guitar, bass
and drums), Matt Murphy (gui-

Jonothan Andrews (L). / Photo: Rafal Andronowski

A Halifax Rock Affair

Jonothan Andrews on local unity

tar) and Tyler Messick (vocals)
are just a few of the local names
who have contributed.

Andrews claims that the diver-
sity on the CD—which features
tracks varying in length from just
under a minute to six-minutes—
fits the needs of his songs. Some
of the cuts are “short messages,”

When I was
approaching these
songs and thinking

of all the different
sounds we could do, I
immediately thought of
these people.

which Andrews feels are able to
communicate meaning within
a smaller time frame. Others,
which often have a “daydream”
feel to them, take longer to work
themselves out.

The album’s title, Andrews ad-
mits, is a bit “cheeky” in the way
that it attempts to both encap-
sulate his endeavours and poke

fun at the ways in which music
is often labeled. Andrews claims
to never “naturally [refer] to [his]
music as indie rock,” but if pres-
sured into defining his sound as
part of one particular genre or
another, he settles on “gener-
ally rock and roll”—with folk and
funk influences.

Halifax Indie Rock is perhaps |

a testament to the camaraderie
that exists among the musicians
of Halifax, acommunity Andrews’
believes is very “transient” in the
way artists constantly come and
go. Although there is limited
space for shows and competition
for airtime, Andrews says that
Halifax’s artists “generally sup-
port one another” and notes that
at a great deal of shows, much of
the audience is made up of other
musicians. Andrews’ album is
not only a display of solidarity,
but is in many ways a tribute to
the music community that An-
drews calls home.

Jonathan Andrews plays Stage
Nine on Saturday, April 2, for Hali-
fax Indie Rock’s CD release party.
Andrews will be backed by The
Middleclass Pushovers, and any
other of the album’s contributors
that can make an appearance. The
show starts at 9:30 p.m.

Reader Back in Writing

Lindsay Dobbin
Assistant Arts Editor

A woman looks out her apart-

ent window at a tree,
speaking in a small yet exact
voice through the other end of
the telephone. “I think art should
be like nature. It should have the
same qualities as nature,” she
says. “When you look at a tree, it
doesn't explain itself—it doesn’t
tell you why it’s there, it doesn't
tell you what it means, it simply
exists. I think great art is also that
way.”

This is the voice of author
Sheila Heti. It's a voice that
sculpts the ordinary into clever,
fairytale-like stories with no be-
ginning and no end, such as her
short story collection, The Middle
Stories. It’s also a voice that reso-

Sheila Heti makes her own rules.

Author Puts the

nates within the isolated mind

of an awkward man, crippled by
other people in her second and
most recent work, Ticknor.

Above all, Heti’s voice embod-
ies a mysterious air. Not in the
narrative sense, but in regards to
feeling—far removed from linear
storytelling. “I have always felt
that it’s important to express a
very specific emotional state or
to create a very specific feeling,”
Heti says. “I have never been in-
terested in narrative for the sake
of narrative.”

Heti forms her own rules for
each piece when she approaches
writing. With The Middle Stories,
Heti says she would often move
away from the classically inter-
esting parts of a story, such as

Continued on Page 17...
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Kelly Horne jumps to new heights in her production of “Fire Up,”
last Friday, March 19. / Photo: Kate Hayter-Ried

Kinetics Studio

Workshop performance brings
interesting perspective to dance

Anneke Foster

Staff Contributor

here is an interactive ele-

ment to appreciating con-
temporary dance; the audience’s
distinct curiosity for exploring
certain themes while predicting
their meanings comes to mind.
This interaction is what choreog-
raphers like Susan Lee thrive on,
made all the more evident in the
her evocative works, displayed
this March 19 at Grafton Street’s
Kinetics Studio. These pieces are
not constructed purely to enter-
tain, but also to enliven and chal-
lenge the dancers as well as the
audience.

The performance was a com-
bination of efforts of three chore-
ographers: Susan Lee, Veronique
Mackenzie and Kelly Horne, each
experimenting with differing

approaches to modern dance.
Mackenzie’s pieces demonstrat-
ed a keen sense of style and a
knack for artistic social commen-
tary. Her truly unique work was

Moment-born
movement is
such a charge, a
bit of a high—it
is so exciting.”

- Veronique
Mackenzie

displayed with “Cell Phones,” in
which two dancers speak with
people on hand-held cell phones
while dancing to conversation-
evoked inspirations. The audi-

ence laughed—and participated
thoroughly in the artistry.

Contrasted by Mackenzie's
somewhat dark approach to cer-
tain thematic elements, choreog-
rapher Kelly Horne’s work struck
a lighter mood. Horne demon-
strated her taste for numerous
dance forms by incorporating
elements of ballet, jazz and even
cheerleading in her show. Bright
colors with sometimes-eccentric
flare accented Horne’s contem-
porary style. The upbeat three
pieces, “Anything Goes,” “Fire
Up” and “3 Channels,” were all
well received.

Susan Lee’s improvisational
piece, based on a seven-hour
workshop held the day before,
went unnamed and costumes
were simply the dancers’ practice
apparel. The musical selection
was Mark Duggan’s “Evocation,”
very fitting with its ambient
tones. The workshop the previ-
ous evening had the same mood:
sometimes silent, sometimes
highly emotional. Susan Lee
crafted each dancer’s natural tal-
ent into a sometimes supportive,
sometimes lead role for her per-
formance.

In an interview preceding
the workshop, Lee spoke of her
desire to demonstrate “how the
brain interprets words and how
it manifests itself in the move-
ments—this is very beautiful and
abstract to me.” This was certain-
ly on display for the group’s nine-
minute performance, built on ex-
ercises explored in the workshop.
Each character danced individu-
ally while still participating as
part of an ensemble, giving the
piece stunning visual contrasts.

Susan Lee also performed a
solo venture entitled “Salvador,”
self-choreographed and first
performed in October 2004. The
performance, a series of move-
ments made at floor-level, was
both aesthetically satisfying and
theatrical.

Overall, the Kinetics Studio
gave its audience a true plea-
sure. Many audiences believe
that modern dance means to
abandon all rules of organiza-
tion and arrangement. Instead,
as Susan Lee describes, modern
dance only attempts to display a
“moment-born movement” in a
conceptual context; this can be a
terrifying experience but, as Ve-
ronique Mackenzie suggests, it is
can also be an exciting charge.
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Hugo Kitching’s effort helped save the play. / Photo: Sam Worthmgton

Noises Off too
Difficult for KTS

King'’s gets an “A” for effort

Anneke Foster
Staff Contributor

oises Off is one of the most

difficult plays to perform.
Despite the utter chaos the play
allows, perfect timing is abso-
lutely essential. The first time
I saw Noises Off was at a profes-
sional theater in Maine. Know-
ing the amount of preparation
that it took for those nine highly

| trained actors to get everything

|
|
|

right, I did not attend the King’s
Theatre Society production with
high hopes.

For the most part, my convic-
tions weren't disproved—though
the attempt was admirable.

The English satirical sex com-
edy by Michael Frayn was first
performed in 1982. When done
well, it can be one of the most en-
tertaining shows in the business.
When done poorly, however, it
can be an utter catastrophe.

KTS’s production sits some-

where in the middle.

Noises Off, in essence, is about
a show inside a show. The first
act of the play centres on the
rehearsal for Nothing On, the
show-inside-the-show. In it, the
director moves in and out of the
audience, giving stage cues to his
hopeless actors who can't seem to
get anything right, even the night
before they open. The second act
is, consequently, a behind-the-
scenes look at the performance,
and all the love triangles and
bitterness between cast mem-
bers are revealed. Chaos ensues,
tensions thicken, and the actors
begin fighting amongst them-
selves—all the while trying not to
miss entrances on the other side
of the stage. Finally, the third act
follows the production from the
audience’s view while the pan-
demonium from act two con-
tinues—and it's because of this

Continued on Next Page...
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KTS: Noises Off: a challenging production

Continued from Pre...

difficult plot-structure that dra-
matists (and university students)
rarely attempt Noises Off.

Thursday night, nine ambi-
tious actors took the King’s Pit
Stage to take on this challenge.
The show opened smoothly with
Alice Shipton (Dotty) answering
a telephone while the director
(who, unbeknownst to the au-
dience was lurking behind us)
corrected her performance. The
director, played by Ryan Gallo-
way, spoke his first few lines with
authority—his exasperation and
nervous anxiety were portrayed
well.

Garry and Brooke, played
by Eric Benson and Madeleine
Cohen, took to the stage with a
bit more apprehension. Though
Benson spoke clearly and care-
fully, there was sense of urgency
in his tone—necessary tension,
though, for a man “borrowing”
the country house of the bosses
at his law firm. Despite this mi-
nor qualm, his representation
of the character’s indecisiveness
was, both distinctive and humor-
ous. Cohen, however, failed to
portray real chemistry between
Brooke and Garry, and despite
her cunning lines, her timing was
not perfect and therefore once
again suspended the believabil-
ity of the character.

All actors moved around the
set well, even with the obstacle
(of lack thereof) of no-curtains.
As a result, there was no “back-
stage,” which made it difficult to
focus on the foreground. While
it proved beneficial for acts two
and three, where it is necessary
to see both sides of the stage, it
was actually quite deterring to
see various cast-members lurk-
ing behind the woodwork wait-
ing for their entrances.

Distractions indeed played a
major role in the performance:
characters such as stage-manag-
er Poppy (Tamara Mida-Broder),

while resilient and enthusiastic,
seemingly failed to disassoci-
ate between character and real-
ity. Key scenes that could have
been extremely hilarious were
minimized by lack of timing and
too much improvisation. Kate
Larue (Belinda) fell into the simi-
lar trap of too familiar-sound-
ing language. Her approach to
Belinda’s character was indeed
unique, and helped to highlight
the motherly-type characteristic
in the second act.

Another distraction was the

King'’s stage was
stark and lifeless,
and while the activity
therein compensated
somewhat, it was not
enough to detour
from the plainness
of the set and the
distractions behind-
stage.

actors’ constant shifting between
British and Canadian accents.
Though it helped the audience
differentiate between the actors’s
two roles (Noises Off and Nothing
On), it complicated the plot—the
play was set in England, and
therefore British accents should
have been used throughout.

The highlights of the show
were the performances by Hugo
Kitching, who played a remark-
able (though slightly deranged)
Selsdon Mowbray, and Aidan
Thompson (playing Freddy).
Kitching acted the entirety of
the play hobbling over a cane
with exaggerated difficulty; the
performance helped bring some
much-needed consistency to the
cast. His comedic flare and per-
fected sense of timing had the

entire audience in uproarious

laughter.
Thompson’s work comple-

To complete an important class over the summer, get your science
credit, facilitate your work schedule, improve marks or just learmn .
some of the Facts of Life, consider...

Dalhousie’s
Introductory Biology
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Both classes (BIOL 1020, 1021) are available in each
of the summer, fall and winter semesters.

These classes can be taken anywhere that you
can access the web

Summer session begins May 9, 2005

Register early to ensure a place

For more information, see

biology.dal.ca/online

o st

mented Kitching’s nicely. He
portrayed the perfectly neurotic
Freddy with believability and
ease. He captured the heart of
the emotionally unstable charac-
ter with his quick lines and bril-
liant facial reactions. His con-
stant fluctuation between stable
and instable was delivered with
Thompson’s extensive control
and accuracy. Mitchell Cushman
also delivered a credible perfor-
mance as Tim, the company’s
handyman and sometimes-un-
derstudy, despite the small part.
Bottom line? Noises Off is not
a production for the tight-bud-
geted. It is incredibly difficult to
produce this show without an
expensive set—something typi-
cally out of reach for a university.
This is not a set that can be left
to the audience’s imagination.
It must be just as good structur-
ally as it is aesthetically—and the
sets must have the ability to flip
around entirely for the second
act. The King’s stage was stark
and lifeless, and while the ac-
tivity therein compensated, the
plainness of the set and the dis-
tractions behind-stage remained
evident. Courageous and come-
dic, the KTS production of Noises
Off did not inspire the levels of
entertainment it could have, fail-
ing to reach the satirical heights
the play has the capability to de-

Burn Baby Burn

No theme, just songs half-assedely

| arranged into a cd
| Loukas Crowther-/ L'ayout/Design

The Caesars - “Jerk It Out”

Uncut - “Understanding the New Violence”
Magneta Lane - “The Constant Lover”
Maximo Park — “Graffiti”

Maximo Park - “Apply Some Pressure”

The Rapture - “Alabama Sunshine”

These Arms are Snakes — “The Shit Sisters”
Thunderbirds Are Now! = “Pink Motorcycle Helmet™
Buck 65- “4-6-3"

Low - “Monkey”

The Knife - “Pass This On”

Out Hud —“Dad, There's A Little Phrase Called T oo Much
Information”

Fischerspooner - “Cloud”

LCD Soundsystem - “Tribulations”
The Stills = “Killer Bees”

Broken Social Scene —“Cause = Time”
Talking Heads - “Once In a Lifetime”
Metric - “Wet Blanket”

Low —“Step”

Bloc Party - “Plans”

B e e o e e s

2D 1 Ftaf
o . s Ny vt
W }‘\'L’A)l Lstaie

Most firms independsntly owned and opersted.

Are You
‘Earning
& What

IF you're self-motivated, comfortable with technology
and ambitious, then Real Estate may be the career for
you.

A&H GMAC Real Estate can teach you to target the
right customers, prospect and list and sell homes
bringing you greater income and higher job
satisfaction.

For a new career and not just another job calf today
tunities at A&H GMAC Real

e provider.

/w.ahgmac.com

to explor:
Estate, a

A &
(902) 489-7700

Service You Deserve. People You Trust.™

Page 15 137:25

March 31st, 2005

Gazette




Gazette - Arts & Culture

) BLRATCHAY/ e

‘ i R
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RUDY HUWVIAN
& THE CONTACT

SATURDAY, APRIL 2, 9.30 PM, $5

JONATHAN ANDREWS
R H

CD RELEASE WIT
THE MIDDLECLASS PUSHOVERS
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‘ SUNDAY, APRIL 3, $2 :
ALTERNATIVE DANCE MUSIC FROM THE DEAD OF NIGHT

SHADOWPLAY

TUESDAY, APRIL 5, 9PM, §2
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THE AARON MACDONALD BAND A mT.
"[SATURDAY, APRIL 9, 9.30 PM, $7
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UIDED RELEASE SHOW
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FRIDAY, APRIL 15, 9.30 PM, $6

HALFWAY TREE CLASSIFIEDS

" ' SATURDAY, APRIL 16, 9.30 PM, $6 *

AL 500 SUMMER JOBS, 50 CAMPS, YOU CHOOSE! Northeast, USA; Athletic/Creative counselors need-
| ed. All sports, all arts! RN, Horsebackriding, Waterfront. STUDENTS AND COACHES! Apply on-line
www.summercampemployment.com; 1-516-433-8596 Carolyn

WWW.STAGENINE.CA

FOR FREE SHOW TICKETSH

TUESDAY - SUNDAY 4PM - 2AM ture as you quickly learn a language with our proven modern method. Direct contact in Nova Scotia
1567 GRAFTON ST. WWW.STAGENINE.CA 444 7801 efdom@verizon.net.do

WWW.EF.COM Study at an EF school in the world’s coolest cities. Immerse yourself in another cul-

SMALL FURNISHED BACHELOR APARTMENT. Henry St. near Law building. Utilities included from $338

CALNEN PHOTOGRAPHY o $435 SRdai.

Calnen Photography is proud to be the official graduation photographers
authorized by the Dalhousie Student Union. SUMMER SUBLET - 3 bedrooms / Shirley Street. May 1 - August 31. Close to Quinpool, 10 minute walk

to Dal. Second floor, renovated, large rooms. $399/month Neg. sublets@mac.com / 344-1863

Our new expanded studio/gallery is located at 1469 Birmingham St.
just south of Spring Garden Road .

ROOMMATE WANTED - 3 bedrooms / Shirley Street. May 1 - April 30/2006. Close to Quinpool, 10 minutes

Our studio is first in professionalism, first in quality and competitively priced.
pay e : walk to Dal. Second floor, renovated, large rooms. $550/month. room_mate@mac.com / 344-1863.

ARE YOU A SINGLE MOTHER WHO IS ATTENDING UNIVERSITY? Considering attending university? Or
have attended university? Paid Focus Group Regarding Affordable Housing For Single Mothers Attend-
ing or Considering Attending University. YWCA Halifax wants to hear your opinions on your specific
housing needs. Participants will receive free childcare, lunch, and a $40 stipend. Your participation in
this two-hour focus group will help us to develop and design affordable housing for single mothers at-
tending university by meeting your specific needs and challenges. For more information please contact
Amanda Billard at 423-6162 or email adbillar@dal.ca

FOR RENT - Sunny furnished bedroom available in two bedroom house. All utilities included. Washer,
dryer, storage. Excellent bus route to universities and downtown. International students welcome. $410
per month. Pam 477-8408

For more information or to scheduie
an appointment, you can reach us at:

e 40 SUMMER SUBLET (OPTION TO RENEW): 2-bedroom Quinpool Court apt. $895. Heat/hot water included.
Ph: 423-88 Amazing location! Right behind Superstore, liquor store, Wendy’s. Avail May 1-Aug 1 (and renew). 422-
5379.

To place a classified ad e-mail advertising@dalgazette.ca
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SuperSex in
the SuperCity

Sex With a Disability

Dave Moriné-Wentworth
Sexpert

Many of us take things for
granted on a daily basis
without realizing it—things such
as good health, clean water to
drink, and having a roof over our
heads. Many of us take our bi-
pedal mobility for granted and
shudder to think about what it
would be like to readapt to life
with a disability. One of the most
alien concepts to able-bodied in-
dividuals is how sexuality works
for those with a physical impair-
ment. For many of us it is easy
to assume that a loss of physi-
cal sensation is indicative of a
loss of sexual pleasure. Another
widespread belief is that sex is
logistically impossible for those
in wheelchairs.

One common disability
comes from a form of spinal cord
injury. Paraplegia is the paraly-
sis of the lower half of the body,
and quadriplegia is the paralysis
of the body from the neck down.
Both paraplegia and quadriple-
gia are caused by damage to the
spinal cord. This paralysis leaves
the affected area devoid of physi-
cal sensation. It is difficult for
many to imagine what it would
be like to lose feelings in these
areas of the body, especially the
genitals, which are loaded with
responsive sensors.

Despite a lack of physical
awareness of stimulation, it is
possible for many individuals
in wheelchairs to realize some
form of sexual satisfaction. In
earlier decades, institutionaliza-
tion of those with disabilities did
not allow for exploration of their
unique sexualities. Now, through
online support groups and in-
creased societal appreciation of
diversity, sex researchers have
become interested in under-
standing how those with physical
impairments can still maintain a
healthy and pleasurable sex life,
not only for themselves, but for
their partners too.

Faculty of Law

yeerstudéﬁtsareguarmweedhousmg' he
group tutorials, (e.g. B per cees)

It is very hard to make broad
generalizations about how para-
lysed adults engage in sexual
conduct. This is because every
person is different, and the ca-
pacity for sexual intercourse will
largely relate to the extent of the
individual’s handicap. For exam-
ple, some men with disabilities
are able to achieve and maintain
an erection, while others cannot.
Ejaculation is also something
that can vary, and technological
innovations are allowing men
without the ability to ejaculate
to have their sperm harvested
for in-vitro fertilization of their

We are all
sexual beings,
with or without
disabilities

partner’s ova (eggs).

Women with disabilities can
also enjoy a rewarding reproduc-
tive sex life. Although amenor-
rhoea (an absence of menstrua-
tion) is common after spinal
injury, regular ovulation does
resume about six months after
paralysis. Many disabled women
are able to bring pregnancies to
full term, although a higher risk
of birth complications does exist.
One benefit that paralysed wom-
en have is that vaginal delivery is
possible without anaesthesia be-
cause of lack of responsive nerve
tissue below the waist.

Modern sexual culture has
become orgasm-centred, mean-
ing that we look at the physical
aspects of our sexuality and not
at psychological arousal and
satisfaction. This has caused the
majority of the population to in-
correctly assume that those with
disabilities are asexual. All the
same, the last 20 years have al-
lowed the disabled to break down
walls of prejudice and show the
world that they are also capable
of sexual expression.

Highway to Hell’s Bells

' Halifax gets Thunderstruck

Hells Bells: Not exactly as pictured.

Natalie Pendergast
Arts Editor

How many AC/DC tribute
bands does it take to change a
light bulb? None—anyone who
covers the legendary rock band
would start a fire instead.

But the trend of imitating the
Aussie five has flooded the globe
in the past decade. There are over
100 legitimate cover bands dedi-
cated to the high voltage sound
of AC/DC. They range from suc-
cessful, all female groups like
Hells Belles and AC/DShe, to Eu-
ropean faves like Germany’s Big
Balls, Sweden’s AB/DC and Italy’s
Dogbone. There are also bands,
such as Chicago’s Bonfire, who
pay tribute only to the pre-1980
fame of lead singer Bon Scott.

Terry Baker, who plays lead
guitar in Toronto’s Hells Bells,
says that forming his cover band
seemed like a natural step to take
in his musical career. “I grew up
on the straight-up rock and roll
of AC/DC,” he says. “Young is so
good on guitar, and it was like

People wanted to see
AC/DC.When you
don'’t live at home and
you have to pay the
bills, this was a fun
way to do it.

second nature for me to follow in
his footsteps.”

The Canadian version of Bri-
an, Angus, Malcom, Cliff and Phil
have been together for 10 years,

and has had as many line-up
turnovers as the original group
has had lead singer changes.
Throughout the past decade of
touring and balls to the walls ex-
plosive performing, Hells Bells
have seen many of their AC/DC
tribute contemporaries crumble
under the pressure and compe-
tition of mimicking such a pro-
lific ensemble. But when they
began their rock and roll hobby,
their never imagined they would
achieve the success and longev-
ity that they have had.

“People wanted to see AC/DC.
When you don't live at home and
you have to pay the bills, this was
a fun way to do it,” says Baker.

The band’s popularity is part-
ly due to its members’ dedica-
tion and relaxed attitude. Some
rivals—like Canada’s 2001 forma-
tion, Thunderstruck—have even
taken the tribute motif to the
next level and modeled them-
selves after Hells Bell. “We've got
people tributing a tribute band,”
Baker laughs.

What started as a way to pay
the bills has turned into a full
mime of AC/DC—and has be-
come the band’s day job. Plus,
Baker says his (Angus Young
style) schoolboy uniform fits bet-
ter with every passing year.

Hells Bells plays in Halifax four
times a year; the band most recently
graced us with its presence this past
Saturday, March 26, at the Attic.

Spin Spin Sugar

The Summerlad

Saved By Radio

The second release from Calgary’s The Summerlad
is background music well suited for making out or
telling stories on the couch, at dusk, in the fall. If
you actually want to pay attention to the music,
though, it’s good for that, too. While not exactly
original—Themes: International may well allude to
the diversity of the bands The Summerlad alter-
nately rip off, from Ireland’s Super Furry Animals
on “Hey There Aubade” to Canada’s Broken Social
Scene on “Vallee of Cobras”—they are forgiven, be-

capable of more than mere regurgitation. -Ashleigh
Themes: International Gaul

cause the imitations are good. The odd twist in old
conventions helps to reinforce the band as being

Study Law In England

Start your LLB in September 2005

The Faculty of Law is now accepting applications for its 2-year and 3-year LLB
Degrees at one of the most innovative and successful universities in the UK.

* No prior degree required for 3-year LLB * No LSAT/LNAT
'Smdantsmthaumrsmydegreeunapplvforanadvanwdaﬁearu

A representative from the Faculty of Law will be gtvmg a presentauon on the LLB
pmgrams and the apphcauon process. at: ;

~ Toronto, April 11, n-nencem-e 40 St. George St., Rm 1180, 7pm
omwa,Aprii‘lE Momsetﬂldg.. asumuiw,amaos 7pm e s

Contact

Faculty of Law, Unwersq;éf Lercss;ai‘
* " University Road, Leicester, LE1 7RH UK |
| Tk 01144 116 252§§§3 -

A Leading Research & Teaching University

;}
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Halifax
nfflrA A Writer's Reference
'\\ J No Milk Records

This album is already popular enough that a short
review in the Dalhousie Gazette probably won't have
devastating effects on its sales, and so I don't mind
letting the cat out of the bag—the members of Hali-
fax listen to George Michael. Sure, Halifax, you may
have blatantly stolen the lyrics for “Broken Glass
Syndrome” from Saves the Day’s “Rocks Tonics Juice

Continued on Next Page...

CONTRIBUTE!
Room 312 Mondays' : |
4:30, Dal SUB

Teach Engllsh
Worldwide!
Start Your Adventure Toda
"8t World Class TESOL
Certification in 5-days

+” Over 25,000 Global TESOL
v Graduate:g are Teaching

Job Guarantee!
FREE Info Night Tuesday @ 6pm
Compu College, 1526 Dresden Row

1-888-270-2941
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Spin Spin Sugar, continued
Continued from Previous Page...

Magic” and the rest from every other emo band in
existence, but 20 years of rehearsed lament can't
erase that one night you spent on your bed, in your
underwear, sweating and screaming, “Cuz you got-
ta have faith-uh faith-uh FAITH.” -Ashleigh Gaul

".,9 Wrath of Circuits
| Sonic Unyon

The Nein—or as I like to call them, The No—have
improved leaps and bounds since releasing their
self titled debut album a year or so ago. That first
effort (which the Gazette gave a rather unfavorable
review) was a clashing, unpolished mish mash of
chaotic rock. But Circuits is worthy of overwhelm-
ing praise. With classic rock flavor resembling the
Monkeys and an incredible mix of electronics,
bass and guitar, these Hamilton boys show they
have gone through every song with a fine-toothed
comb—recording, re-recordingand editing with

the utmost effort. The kind of diligent and patient
effort it takes to create a remarkable and unique
rock album. The spooky vocals work well with the
hypnotic xylophone. - Natalie Pendergast

| cadeaux

8 Physical City

i | Sound Document

it L1

Vancouver’s Cadeaux—or, as I like to call them,
Gifts—follow in the giant Canadian footsteps of
bands like The Arcade Fire and The Unicorns. By
adding hyperactive background vocals and ephed-
rine harmonies to their songs, Cadeaux have trans-
formed the traditional power-pop example to a Go-
gos-meets-Blondie orgasmic machine. Kati Lapi
and Dani Vachon put energetic female vocalists like
Gwen Stefani to shame, infusing their music with
elegance and confidence. Now if only we could start
a Halifax campaign to get these five crazies to play
here... - Natalie Pendergast

v Culture

| The reader in the writing, continued

Continued from Page 13...

conflict, in an attempt to sur-
prise herself. She says the same
pleasure of surprise was found
when she was writing in Ticknor’s

| voice.

The reader is an integral part
of Heti’s writing. As a reader of
her work, one is required to en-

| gage with one’s own thoughts

rather than on the voice of the
story for guidance. Take, for in-
stance, two paintings: one is able
to retrieve a clear idea from the
first; after viewing the second,
however, one walks away filled
with incoherent but powerful
thoughts. It is the second paint-
ing that makes one engage with
one’s own ideas.

According to Heti, writing is
more powerful if it’s like the sec-
ond painting. “I think that there’s

mystery in the world and mystery
in other people and there should
be mystery in art,” she says. “If
there’s no mystery, then what is it
for—why have a reader?... When
I'm writing, I am really aware
that there’s going to be another
human being interacting with it,”
she continues. “What I like to in-
teract with are things that beguile
me to some degree, because then
it asks something of me.”

Sheila Heti will be reading from
her most recent novel, Ticknor, at
St. Matthew's United Church (Bar-
rington Street) on Wednesday, April
6, at 7:30 p.m. Admission is $5. Heti
will be one of the many authors
presenting works at the Halifax In-
ternational Writers Festival (April
6-10). Visit www.sheilaheti.net for
more information.

‘CONTRIBUT

Zhill mg?;ts
b Excelient cozy atmosphere

For more Information please vistt...

www.jpjazzclub.com

Members & Guests Welcome

SLONE & MUNRO
LAWYERS

Providing assistance with:
* Immigration to Canada
* Study and Work Permits

*Temporary Resident Status

Andrew
Munro

amunro@eastlink.ca
www.munro-immigration.ca

5162 Duke St., Suite 501
Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3] IN7

ph: (902) 492-3310

fx: (902) 492-001
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Tae Kwon Do master Ilhan Kim says he learns as much from his

students as they do from him. / Photo: Rafal Andronowski

Tae Kwon Do Unites

Body and Spirit

Joe Ryba
Staff Contributor

« ae Kwon Do is one of the

most systematic and sci-
entific Korean martial arts that
teaches one more than physical
fighting skills,” says Master II-
han Kim. Kim, a native of Seoul,
South Korea, came to Canada five
years ago. He is a fourth-degree
black belt and has been teaching
the art of Tae Kwon Do for three
years.

Kim trained in his home
country under his father, Grand
Master Kim, who is himself a
ninth-degree black belt. The dis-
tinction of Grand Master comes
when a person earns his seventh-
degree black belt. .

Ilhan,- 26, has studied Tae
Kwon Do and its philosophy
since he was four years old. “Tae
Kwon Do is a discipline that
shows ways of enhancing our
spirit and life through training
our body and mind,” he says.

It’s these ideas that Kim is try-
ing to pass on to people here on
Dal campus. The Dalhousie Tae
Kwon Do club meets every Tues-
day and Thursday evening at the
Studley Gym, and the training
session lasts an hour and a half.
At the start of the session, the
students bow to the Korean and
Canadian flags to show respect.
Next the students mediate for
two or three minutes.

Kim says that one cannot for-
get about meditation. “It teach-
es us discipline, mind control
and breathing control,” he says.
“Meditation is also used for im-
agery training, which helps with
concentration.”

The students stretch and
warm-up following meditation
before theyfocus on six elements,
which include basic skills, punch-
ing, blocking, stance, forms and
kicking. The session ends with
stretching and more meditation.

In addition to improving his
own personal training, Kim also
enjoys the benefits he gets from
teaching at the club. “I learn a
great deal from the students,” he
says. “It's important to learn from
others. One can learn more from
studying the art and philosophy
of martial arts than traditional
sports.”

One of Kim’s students is first
degree black-belt Chris Bray.
Bray, a recent Dal graduate in
psychology, has been training for
four consecutive years. “I really
like the speed of Tae Kwon Do,”
says Bray. “There’s a little bit of
everything in it. It’s a well bal-
anced sport that strengthens the
relationship between body and
spirit.”

Throughout his four years of
training, Bray says that the two
hardest things in Tae Kwon Do
are flexibility and learning the
techniques, because the body is
not used to them.

“It’s difficult at first,” he says.
“It’s easy to get out of shape. You
can train for weeks then go on
Christmas vacation and you lose
your tone.”

Despite the flexibility de-
mand, Bray has really enjoyed
Tae Kwon Do and plans to con-
tinue training for years to come.
“Tae Kwon Do is a way of life for
me,” he says. “I've gained a great
deal from it and plan to continue
training for a long time.”

-ditor Michael Gorman

sports@dalgazette.ca

Hope Springs Eternal... Or Does It?

Denial, acceptance and the plight of the Toronto Blue Jays

Joshua D. Smith
Sports Contributor

Wth each passing year, the
arrival of - spring brings
hope, optimism and boundless
potential. The same holds true
in Major League Baseball, where
spring training represents a clean
slate.

Every team is equal until
opening day, and the promise of
success finds itself in all 30 club-
houses. New faces and healthy
bodies give even the most inept
franchises visions of October.
Currently, the Toronto Blue Jays
hold one of spring’s most impres-
sive records, boasting a talented,
young roster. However, barring
sudden bankruptcy and wide-
spread injury in Boston and New
York, they Jays will be on the out-
side looking in when the leaves
descend this fall.

After a forgettable season
in which Toronto pitchers were
handed Ls in 94 of 162 games,
it would appear that there is no-
where to go for the Jays but up
in 2005. By letting slugger Carlos
Delgado depart in the off-sea-
son, Toronto’s management was
able to liberate a large portion of
their payroll and spend it on free
agents such as Canadian Corey
Koskie and the gifted but under-
valued Shea Hillenbrand. Rogers
Communications, the team’s cur-
rent owners, bought the rights
to the SkyDome, renamed it the
Rogers Centre and announced
the installation of a new play-
ing surface that more closely re-
sembles grass. The owners also
pledged to spend $210-million
over the next three seasons on
player salaries. The core of the

roster has remained largely in-
tact, and includes a terrific out-
field of Vernon Wells, Alex Rios
and either Frank Catalanotto or
Gabe Gross. Sources for opti-
mism appear to be endless, but
will they be enough to overcome
two gargantuan baseball em-
pires?

Everyone was delighted to see
the Boston Red Sox erase 86 years
of frustration by finally winning
the World Series in 2004. Lost in
the shuffle, however, was the fact
that they had the second-high-
est payroll in all of baseball, at
$125-million. After a few subtle
changes to the pitching staff and
infield, Boston is primed to de-
fend their title and should be just
as competitive this time around.
In New York, it will be business as
usual. This means another bal-
looned payroll figure (last sea-
son, they were the league’s big-
gest spenders at $183-million;
this year, the number will be over
$200-million) and another chilly
playoff run in the Bronx.

Now, granted, money does not
always buy a winner. The Mets
and Dodgers have proven this for
years. Money does make it easier
to add depth in case of injury,
though. If spent intelligently, as
Boston and New York have re-

~ cently, an increase in finances of-

fers the recipients a competitive
edge not seen by the smaller, less
fortunate franchises.

With that in mind, Toronto
is clearly aiming for the success
enjoyed by Oakland, Seattle and
Texas in recent years. After letting
human price-tags Jason Giambi,
Miguel Tejada, Ken Griffey Jr.,
Alex Rodriguez, Randy Johnson,
and yes, Alex Rodriguez (again)

leave for free agency, the clubs
have thrived in the years follow-
ing their departures, improving
in every case. The avid baseball
observer will be quick to point
out that despite this success-
ful plan, all three of these teams
play in the American League
West Division and do not have to
deal with the conglomerates on
the East Coast in order to earn a
playoff position.

The Minnesota Twins are
another fine example of a team
finding success year after year
despite pocketbook deficiencies.
Again, the Twins are situated in
a weaker division, the American
League Central, where they stand
on top of a less-than-impressive
heap. Toronto plays in the Ameri-
can League East, and they are not
realigning any time soon—de-
spite geographical evidence sug-
gesting that the Central would be
more accurate.

The Blue Jays are looking to
the proven star-discarding for-
mula as a recipe for improve-
ment and, ideally, the franchise’s
transformation into a contender.
But as not one, but two Goliaths
stand in opposition to the obvi-
ous David, even a marked im-
provement onlast season’s record
may not be enough to compete
for a post-season berth. Toronto’s
pockets have been opened, but
it's time for a reality check. There
are, at most, two playoff spots in
the division. You don’t need to
be Sir Isaac Newton to pass East
Division Math 1000. The irony is
that, despite the many reasons to
hope for Toronto, the Blue Jays’
chances have never looked so
grim.

Gazette Picks
& Predictions

Dalhousie Year-End Awards

By the time you're reading
this, Thursday’s Black and Gold
banquet—a celebration of Dal
varsity accomplishments—will

be well underway. There are lots -

of awards to be handed out, but
here’s where the Gazette sees the
big three going:

Coach of the Year— No surpris-
es here, Dan Hennigar should be
the runaway favourite. He led the
women’s cross-country team to
a national championship, and
his track and field team returned
from CIs with four gold medals,
two silver medals and a bronze.

Female Athlete of the Year — No
surprises here either. Once again,
Adrienne Power dominated the
track scene, and because of her
three gold medals at Cls—not
to mention being named female
track athlete of the year for Ca-

nadian universities—Power will
pick up her third straight Dal
AOTY.

Male Athlete of the Year — This
award is a little more difficult to
call. There are several athletes
who could get the award, but
we're going with Jeff Weiler of
the men’s volleyball team. Wei-
ler is the consummate leader on
the floor, and while his team fell
short at CIs, he was named na-
tional libero of the year for the
second year in a row. To date he is
the only player to win the award.
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Samsung S12M8 PC3200
tjﬁim DDR400 RAM

: $76.99

Plantronics .Audio 90 Stereo
PC Multimedia Headset

$38.99

Intense Low Prices Everyday
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Cordless Mouse

$95.99

Ridata 100-Pack 8x 4.7GB

PVD-R

Logitech MX 1000 Laser

NEC 16X Dual Layer
DVD + /- RW OEM

Ridata 50-Pack 8X 4.7GB

DVD-R

$34.99

6148 Quinpool Rd T:444-4263
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www.intencity.ca




AERO WORLD TRAVELS

- The Travel Professionals

Our experienced Travel Consultants
will be pleased to organize your:

* spring break “all-inclusive™ package
* {rip home
* insurance coverage
*  Ccruise
+ hotel & car rental, etc.
Contact us today at
(902) 422-4416
or email your questions fo
admin(@aero-worldtravels.com

Located:
1718 Argyle Street, Suite 230,
Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3J 3N6

452-3573

Photos: Rafal Andronowski

CLAY CAFE
Paint-Your-Own Pottery Studio

IS MOVING!!

ZO% off ali pottery for university

students with a valid ID il the end of
October!!!

Current location:
1261 Barrington St. (South)
New Location Early Nov.

6413 Quinpool (opposite the
Oxford Theater)
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You Can Reduce Student Loan Debt

Nova Scotia Student Debt Reduction Program
You may be eligible for significant debt reduction if you:

e have just completed a post-secondary program

e had a Nova Scotia Student Loan in the 2003-04 academic
year or later

» and studied in Canada

It’s easy to apply for the Student Debt

Reduction Program. Do it now!

Check the Department of Education
website for details at
bttp://studentloans.ednet.ns.ca
or call 424-8420 (in Metro)
1-800-565-8420 (1ol free in Nova Scotia)
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Social
Sciences
Grads

Train to Become a
Professional
Counsellor
CTI Halifax Campus

902-423-0966
ctihfx@eastlink.ca

Teach Engllsh
Overseas

ESL Teacher Training Courses
® Intensive 60-Hour Program
u Classroom Management Techniques
B Detailed Lesson Planning
u Comprehensive Teaching Materials
@ Internationally Recognized Certificate
u Job Guarantee Included
® Thousands of Satisfied Students

Oxford Seminars

TR e

1-800-269-6719

www.oxfordseminars.com

dalgazette.ca

FIVE BACK-ISSUE BUCKS!

Bring in this coupon
Jor 85 off any
back-issue comics!
(So if you only
choose $5 worth,
they’re FREE!)

One coupen per person. Offer expires
March 31st, 2005. No cash value.

Strange Adventures
the comic bookshops
5262 Sackville St, downtown
www.strangeadventures.com
902.425.2140

Best Choice
Chinese Food

The cold weather is coming!!

Come try the hot
Chicken Bone Soup
only ¢.25

(only served with other Chinese food)

Serving in Grad House

from Monday to Friday
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