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TRAVEL TALKS

WORKING HOLIDAYS AND BRCKPAGKING ABROAD

sunderstanding airfares

erail & bus passes

earranging work visas

sinsurance, health & safety

eworking holidays in UK,
USA, Ireland, Australia, and
more

WAP Working Holidays
Tuesday, Mar.22 - 3:30 to 5pm
Dathousie SUB, Room 224
Tuesday, Mar.29 - 7 to 8:30pm

Travel CUTS Office - 1589 Barrington 5t.

DSU Council Meeting

The next DSU Council meeting will be held
on Wednesday, March 23rd at 6:30 pm in
SUB Council Chambers

Backpacking in Europe

Tuesday, Mar.22 - 2 to 3:30pm 3
Dathousie SUB, Room 224
Tuesday, Mar.22 - 7 to 8:30pm

Travel CUTS Office - 1589 Barrington St.

PLEASE RSVP: go to www.travelcuts.com
& click “travel talks” under @

www.travelcuts.com

- .TRAVEL CUTS

See the world your way

Travel CUTS is owned and operated by the Canadian Federation of Students

ion o

CONTRIBUTE!
Room 312 Mondays, 4:30, Dal SUB

to www.dsu.ca > Student Llfe > Info for Someues
Society Audits
un&@g&n. A.reminder to all Aand C

e d me

Wilson, DSU VP (Finance and Operatlons
March 20" is the last day that we are accepting
books! | |
Society URLs

with a ridiculously long URL,
| ger need to be!l! If you wish your

socrety URL to be changed/shortened, please
EMAIL ME at dsuvpi@dal.ca what it currently is
and what you would like it changed to. |
Are you interested in DSU information and
events? If so, sign up for the DSU Newsletter at
| www.dsu.ca!

Live Entenainment

4K Burger and Double Dran for $3.75 ta
5-9pm.

.nsnnpu tl-masdcs
Come get the therapy you need

- #K Wing Night, Wings & a Dout
$5.75 taxes included )

2 ke your ass to Halifax' Hottest Tu,
or One meals, 5-9pm.




Editorial

Michael Gorman
Sports Editor

One of the most liberating
things ever to happen to me

took place four years ago during
my second year—I failed organic
chemistry. I was really crushed
when it became clear that the
only way I could salvage the class
was to get over 90 on my final
exam. Given the way the course
had been going for me to that
point, the F seemed imminent;
time for the dreaded call home.

But when I called my mom I
was really surprised at what she
had to tell me. She said, “It's only
one class, and you'll recover. In
a couple of years when you walk
across the stage and receive your
diploma there won’t be any marks
on it.” Can you get any more un-
derstanding than that?

Now I know that this idea may
be over-simplifying things just a
little, but there is a lot of merit
to the maternal advice I received
that day. Up until that point I had
sweated every test I took, every
paper I wrote and above all else,
every mark I received. But what
my mom said to me made a lot
of sense. I'm not saying that I
gave up trying and became sat-
isfied with mediocre grades. But
not stressing and worrying about
marks anymore actually made
doing well easier. I started taking
classes I wanted to take because
they interested me rather than
because they were the classes I
thought I should take.

I also decided that rather than
staying cooped up in my room
studying all the time I should get
out and do something else. Enter
the Gazette.

At a friend’s suggestion [ went
to the Gazette and asked if I could
write a story. [ was assigned what
is now known to be the most
boring story in the history of
the paper. It was on something
called the evergreen project, an
initiative by the school to have
flat screen monitors in all of the
computer labs in an effort to save
energy. I did the story in one day
and from that point on was to-
tally hooked.

Other than failing that test,
getting involved at the Gazette

had become the most important
thing to happen to me at Dal. I've
not only made some great friends
and really funny memories, but
I've also found an excellent ca-
reer path.

Far too often, people walk
through their years of study at
Dal in a kind of haze, concerned
only about where theyre going
and what they have to do to get
there. Make no mistake, the fu-
ture is important—but so is the
process that gets you there. As

Photo: Nadine LaRoche

to ensure you'll have a memo-
rable and complete university
experience.

The Gazetteisn't the only place
you can do this. The campus
radio station, CKDU, is always
looking for volunteérs, and there
are enough clubs and societies to
fill the pages of this paper. Why
not find one that interests you
and check it out? You can find out
about all of these groups from the
DSU website, www.dsu.ca.

I'm always surprised when I

As we look back on our university years, the things
that stand out most are not grades or papers or
exams. What we remember are friends and

experiences and events.

we look back on our university
years, the things that stand out
most are not grades or papers
or exams. What we remember
are friends and experiences and
events. Getting involved on cam-
pus is the quickest and best way

hear someone sadly say that they
feel as though they don’t have
many friends. I'm also surprised
at the number of times I've actu-
ally heard someone say that. Not
long ago, a friend of mine broke
up with her boyfriend. Her big-
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gest concern wasn't that she was
now single, but that now she had
no one to hang out with. Getting
involved is the easiest way to
ensure that you never have this
problem.

It's been five years since I
lived in residence. I couldn't tell
you about half of the assign-
ments I had to do for school last
year, but I can still tell you some
of the funniest stories you'll ever
hear base on my experiences in
res. The same is true of my time
at the Gazette. As much as I've
enjoyed helping to put out the
paper each week for the last three

years, when I leave it won't be the
issues I'll remember as much as
the process of getting them out;
hanging out in the office until 11
p.m. on a Tuesday because noth-
ing is going right, beating the hell
out of Frosty the snowman in an
attempt to de-stress or trying to
keep my bladder from exploding
as I watch a fellow writer eat day-
old garlic fingers that someone
else has just doused with spray
paint.

Good times, I tell you, and
they can be yours too—all you
have to do is get involved.

areer needs.

Student Employment Centre
SEC Launches New Website

e Student Employment Centre has launched a new
website designed to better meet your employment and
A Along with job posting and searching
functionality, students and alumni will encounter
enhanced resources and information, including a new
feature called “Career Alerts”. On your first visit to the site,
just create a new account with this much-enhanced site to

maximize your job search efforts.
Visit www.dal.ca/sec for more information.

;Cth Floor e Student Union Building e 446-6136 University Avenue o Tel: (902) 494-3537
Jo access job postings go to www.dal.ca/sec

Upcoming Events

Investors Group
March 15, 12:00 - 1:30pm
Counci_l Chambers, SUB, 2nd floor

Nova Group (Teaching Overseas)
March 24, 9:00 - 11:00am
Council Chambers, SUB, 2nd floor

DALHOUSIE
UNIVERSITY
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Grawood Losses Close In On
$180,000 for 2003 - 2005

Quentin Casey
Editor-in-Chief
Michael Gorman

wts Editor

Dulhousie's campus bar lost
more than $100,000 Ilast
year—and with losses mounting
this year, Dal students are on the
hook to make up the difference.

The combined losses for the
Grawood’s drink and food ser-
vices during the 2003/2004 year
were $108,359.63—four times
the loss recorded during the
previous year. This year the Gra-
wood is projected to lose another
$73,838.

Jonathan Wilson, the DSU
vice-president of finance, said
the losses are “unacceptable.”

“It sends a real shock when
you hear [those numbers],” Wil-
son said. “But when you factor in
costs like labour, overhead and
insurance, things start getting up
there.”

It is normal for the Grawood
to run yearly deficits, but the
increase of $81,025.99 from
2002/2003 to 2003/2004 was any-
thing but.

DSUpresndentCumsMcGrath
said the losses are “excessive”
depending on whether students
view the Grawood as a business
or student service. McGrath said
many DSU services run deficits,
such as Tiger Patrol and Student
Advocacy. “These are services
that benefit students,” he said, so
the losses are overlooked.

Wilson doesn’t quite see it
that way.

“Things like the Grawood are
supposed to produce revenue,”
he said. “When you start talking
about business versus student
service you run into two angles.
If the Grawood was a business, it
would be bankrupt. At the same
time, if it’s a student service, how
much of a service are you provid-
ing if students aren’t going?”

McGrath said the DSU took
measures this year to cut the
losses to a minimum, including

An empty Grawood has become a familiar sight to students. / Photo: Rafal Andronowski

shortened hours and a smaller
menu. A programming commit-
tee has also been established to
plan shows and grade the perfor-
mances. But despite these mea-
sures, the DSU projected a loss of
only $32,045 for the current year.
But that figure has ballooned to
an estimated $73,838.

Wilson said that the decision
to lower the expected losses was
made in hopes that the previous
year would merely be “a blip on
the radar.”

But none of this explains the
Grawood’s giant surge into the
red.

McGrath said the Grawood’s
move from the basement of the
SUB to the first floor can account
for the decline in revenue, noting
that the move increased over-
head and staffing costs. In addi-
tion, insurance costs have risen
dramatically, he said. The Gra-
wood currently spends $16,000
on insurance for liquor liability.

But Wilson said that the fi-
nancial shortfalls are “not from
funding the renovations, but
from people not coming to the
new Grawood.”

The VP of finance is no strang-
er to the good old days at the Gra-

wood. A former staff supervisor,
Wilson worked at the "Wood for
three years before taking office
this year. He remembers when
the line-up for the old Grawood
wrapped around the corner of
Seymour St. and University Ave.
But for whatever reason, people
have not been lining up at the
new location.

“Moving the Grawood was
definitely a mistake,” he said.
“But hindsight is 20/20. It was a

By contrast, the T-Room, the
Sexton campus bar, is a tradition-
al moneymaker. “[It] will bring in
$10,000 this year,” said Wilson.
But he cautioned, “The T-Room
has much lower overhead costs.
Comparing the two is like com-
paring apples and oranges.”

McGrath offered a host of rea-
sons why Grawood attendance
has fallen, including competition
fromalively downtown scene and
Dal’s no-smoking policy, adding

“Things like the Grawood are supposed to
produce revenue. When you start talking about
“business versus student service you run into two

, angles. If the Grawood was a business, it would
' be bankrupt. At the same time, if it’s a student

semce, how much of a service are you providing

if students aren’t going?”

- Jonathan Wilson, DSU vice-president of finance

good idea in theory because the
old bar had a capacity of about

350 and was always packed—so-

you figured bigger equals better.
But the students obviously didn’t
agree. Keeping it downstairs and
fixing it up there would have
been better.”

that many downtown bars have
smoking rooms for patrons.

But for Dal students, the no-
smoking policy at the Grawood is
the least of their concerns.

“Whenever I go there it’s
dead,” said Jennifer Lahey. For
this reason, the third-year Eng-

lish and sociology major said she
rarely frequents the bar.

“Every time I go there and
there isn’t a band, it sucks,” said
Ian Conrad. Conrad, a third-year
commerce student, has visited
the Grawood only three times in
his three years on campus.

But some students, like Brian
Pentz, go to the Grawood regu-
larly. He likes to go once or twice
a week to relax after class, but
isn't sure if the price tag is worth
the service. “It’s good to have a
social place on campus, but with
the dollar amount involved you
have to look at it more closely,”
said the second-year biology stu-
dent.

The DSU is well aware that
something must be done to boost
bar attendance.

“We have to find out what
people want,” said Wilson. “This
year we relied on posters around
the SUB to get the word out and
it just didn’t work. You've got the
same people coming in and out
of here every day. We have to
reach out on all three campuses
and find out what people what.”

In the meantime, Dal stu-
dents are paying for a bar very
few of them are using.

As of 2004/2005, full-time
students at Dal pay a DSU fee of
$112 while part-timers chip in
$56—rates that have stayed the
same for several years. Of that
money, about 10 per cent goes
toward funding the Grawood.
Wilson emphasized that the DSU
will not ask students to increase
their financial support for the

' bag,

McGrath said that students
will wonder why the Grawood
loses so much money, but would
not go so far to say that it should
be closed.

“We certainly won't recom-
mend to shut down the Gra-
wood,” he said.

But Wilson cautions that
there is a ceiling for losses of this
magnitude.

“Before we could justify loss-
es because [the Grawood] was
a student service and students
were using it,” he said. “But now
something has to be done. Peo-
ple are starting to ask if the Gra-
wood is going to close. We don’t
want that to happen, but we have
to show how serious this is.”
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U-Pass May Arrive Later
than Expected—If At All

Katie Maskell
Staff Contributor

hings are looking up for the

U-Pass at Dalhousie—but if
the current plans go ahead, the
bus pass will be implemented
later than was initially thought.
According to the DSU and Met-
ro Transit, the U-Pass could be
available to Dal students in Janu-
ary 2006, several months later
than the original September 2005
start date.

“Planners have been meeting
with Dalhousie administration,”
said Lori Patterson, spokesper-
son and manager of public re-
lations at Metro Transit, when
asked about the progress of the
Dalhousie U-Pass.

Dalhousie has been consid-
ering joining universities like St.
Mary’s to offer the U-pass for a
number of years. The pass would
allow Dal students unlimited
Metro Transit access throughout
the school year for a fee of ap-
proximately $115, included in
tuition.

A critical factor in the U-
Pass’s consideration is Metro
Transit’s annual budget. About
eight more buses will be required
to compensate for the probable
increase in travelers, so Metro
Transit is recommending to the

Halifax Regional Municipality
that a budget increase allow for
purchasing new buses.

“[Metro Transit’s] signal to us
was that they’re anxious to pro-
ceed, but they couldn’t do it un-
less they had the extra buses they
needed,” said Eric McKee, Dal’s
vice-president of student servic-
es. “They don’t control their own
capital budget—it's decided by
somebody else: Halifax Regional
Municipality council.”

DSU president Curtis Mc-
Grath told the Gazette that he
would rather not have a U-Pass
implemented at Dal if there
weren't enough buses to accom-
modate the additional riders. “If
Metro Transit doesn’'t have the
ability to deal with the volume,
I'd rather not have them come
online,” he said.

Once Metro Transit is able to
purchase additional buses, it will
take about eight to ten months
for them to be U-Pass ready.

“To prepare, they have to look
at the service and then beef up
that existing service,” said Pat-
terson. “They have to determine
where students are traveling
from [and avoid] compromising
other [riders]. The U-Pass does
have quite an impact on the ser-
vice, but we are working towards
"

Sue Uteck, HRM city council-
or for District 13, said that Metro
Transit is not quite prepared for
Dal’s U-Pass, but there is reason
for optimism. “[The deal] hasn't
been confirmed yet, [but] I'm op-
timistic that it will survive,” she
said.

The U-Pass idea appears to be
popular among Dalhousie stu-
dents. Several years ago, about
70 per cent of students polled by
a plebiscite during general elec-
tions indicated that they wanted
a U-Pass.

Christine Bhola, a third-year
SOSA student, is anxious to see
the U-Pass come to Dal. “Being
from Dartmouth, I am constant-
ly relying on Metro Transit buses
to get me to school and back,”
she said. “Bus passes are a lot
of money and the U-Pass would
definitely help. SMU has it and
loves it, and so should we.”

According to McGrath, Dal-
housie has so far been success-
ful in pushing for the pass. “We
made it an issue in the municipal
elections with the councilors and
the mayoral candidates,” he said.
“We pushed for them to create
modern and sustainable trans-
portation alternatives, and the
best way we could recommend
to them [was] instituting the U-
Pass.”

104

On Another Campus

Neal Cody

Staff Contributor
Jennifer Morrison
News Editor

Students on “Unlimited” Strike
in Quebec

Atleast 68,000 post-secondary
students have started an “unlim-
ited” strike in Quebec in protest
of the provincial government’s
recent cuts to education fund-
ing. At least 13 Quebec CEGEPs,
representing 30 student asso-
ciations, have so far boycotted
their classes, and dozens more

PER 6 PACK

'

(902) 490.CORK

are expected to follow. Student
associations from at least four
Quebec universities have also
voted to strike. Ten colleges have
voted against participating, even
though both the collegial and
university student federations of
Quebec have called for a general
student strike.

The strike coincides with
a television ad campaign and
planned marches and protests
across the province.

Students are  protesting
against $103 million that the
Charest government cut from a
post-secondary education bur-

nd) Bishop's
>

sary program last year. Provincial
Education Minister Jean-Marc
Fournier has warned students
that they could lose their semes-
ter, and that he is not prepared
to recognize an extended strike.
“We won't be giving out cheap di-
plomas,” he has said. He said any
lost time will have to be made up,
also questioning why students
are striking when Quebec has the
lowest tuition in the country.
Complicating matters further,
teachers are dissatisfied with
their collective agreements and

Continued on Page 7...
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THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS ;)

AVAILABLE AT
BISHOP'S CELLAR
(ACROSS FROM THE
BREWERY MARKET)
1477 Lower Water St.

www.bishopscellar.com
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Options
make

all the
difference

No matter what
your university
education,

you can enjoy

a career with

a difference

in the Canadian

Forces.

*« Engineers

* Physiotherapists

* Social Workers
* Pilots

* Doctors

* Nurses

* Pharmacists

* Naval Officers

To learn more,

contact us today.

Strong. Proud. Today’s Canadian Forces.
Découvrez vos forces dans les Forces canadiennes.

1800 856-8488
www.forces.gc.ca

Les options
font

toute la
différence

Peu importe

la nature de

vos études
universitaires,
vOous pouvez
bénéficier d’une
carriére différente
dans les Forces

canadiennes.

* Ingénieurs

* Physiothérapeutes

* Travailleurs
sociaux/
travailleuses
sociales

* Pilotes

* Médecins

* infirmiers/
infirmiéres

* Pharmaciens/
pharmaciennes

* Officiers de

marine

Pour obtenir

de plus amples
renseignements,
veuillez
communiquer
avec nous dés

aujourd’hui.

—

Canadi

Looking for a Job in a e-sem: @

BioScience Lab?

-Need work experience?
-Need specific lab skilis?

Gel electrophoresis

Southern and Western Blotting

DNA fingerprinting/PCR

Microbial and Mammalian Cell Culture

Genetic Engineering
Immunological Techniques

Cenre d'excafance

an SCENCes agricoles

&t biotechnologiues

Get a Diploma in Biotechnology”*
For more information
Call Toll Free: 1-888-875-2322
Email: Kevin Shiell@gnb.ca
Visit our website at
www cesab.cenb.nb.ca
*Can be completed in 1 year by a BSc. Graduate with the proper prerequisites

Centre of excafience
in agricoiural and
biotechnologica! sciences
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Canada’s Capital University

carleton.ca/summer

Take a summer session course at
Carleton University in Ottawa.
Flexible and convenient. Courses
are available days and evenings in
classrooms and on our cutv channel.
Whatever course you choose will fit
easily into your schedule, leaving
time for the beach, chores, and a job.
Everything you need to know is on
our Web site. Just log on and follow
the instructions, then get out and
enjoy the sun. You're already on your
way to a brighter future.

Summer
Session

2005

registrar@carleton.ca
(613) 520-3500

* Qver 80 distance educatwn courses tn
choose from in the Arts, Sciences and
Professional Studies

e Start at a time and place convenient for you

Check out our schedule at http://conted.acadiau.ca

ACADIA

KVBRS!TY

nMdon of Continuing and Distance Education

Wolfville, Nova Scotia B4P 2R6 ;
mnﬂnﬂngaduaﬁm@aadlaun

Maureen Batt
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was something dif-
February this
year—unlike in years past, there
was no day last month dedicated
to tuition protests and rowdy
marches to the legislature. The
Canadian Federation of Students
(CFS) voted against officially en-
dorsing this year’s National Day
of Action (NDA),

ada-wide student protest against

a one-day Can

steadily increasing tuition fees.

But in spite of the cancella-
tion, politicians and decision-
makers will still hear about af-
fordable education issues: CFS
is instead focusing on a “reduce
the fees” campaign beginning
this week.

“The Day of Action is not an
ongoing annual campaign, al-
though the ‘reduce the fees’ cam-
paign is,” said Danielle Samp-
son, a CFS executive member. “It
is something that our members
vote on each year when planning
our strategies and campaigns for
the upcoming year. This past
year, our members decided not
to put all of our energy into one
day, but to work on many differ-
ent issues and campaigns.”

The NDA is arguably a more
public way to attract attention to
tuition woes than letter writing,
for example, and therefore an ef-
fective means to get media atten-
tion. But as/S8ampson pointsout,
“The student protests have been
successful, but we believe that
our new approach will be even
more valuable and informative.”

Instead of planned public pro-
tests, this year there will be two
weeks of ongoing events to raise
awareness of tuition increases,
including a video petition, a
campaign to write letters to the
editor, and the release of results
from a public opinion poll on
education.

Nova Scotian students have
been hit the hardest by tuition
hikes, and are currently paying

Ao

So much for taking it to the streets.

president Curtis McGrath agreed
that the NDA is not the best ap-
proach to getting the job done.
“Demonstrations and protests
are tactics typically employed
by more left-leaning activist
groups. It is no replacement for
government relations and other
more civil tactics of engaging the
public,” he said.

Dalhousie is not a member of
CFS—although King’s is, and the

“Demonstrations and protests are tactics typically
employed by more left-leaning activist groups. It
is no replacement for government relations and
other more civil tactics of engaging the public.”

— Curtis McGrath, DSU president

the highest tuition in the coun-
try. “Students in Nova Scotia do
care about this, as it is causing
the students to use food banks
for food, get part-time and full-
time jobs to pay for their school-
ing, and take on debt loads of an
average of $25,000 for an under-
graduate degree,” said Sampson.

Dalhousie Student Union

Dalhousie Association of Gradu-
ate Students is a “trial member,”
according to the CFS website.
The DSU has agonized in the
past over whether to endorse the
NDA. McGrath said that even if
there had been a NDA in Nova
Scotia this year, he would have
urged his and other student gov-
ernments not to participate.

DEEP DOWN

CARPET CLEANING

(800) 565-6568  (902) 585-1434

Great Prices

BachApt ooiisnar . o 89058
One Bedroom Apt..............$55.00
Two Bedroom Apt..............$65.00

All Prices are Final & Include:

e All Taxes

e De-odorization *

e Stain Removal

e Unlimited sq. ft. per room
We are located in the South End

call to book an appointment today!

830-1113
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Price Jump

Professional students to see
tuition rise 9 per cent

Michael Gorman
Sports Editor

Current and future profes-
sional students at Dalhousie
might be looking for extra work
this summer as their tuition is
set to climb 9.28 per cent for the
2005/2006 school year.

This is just one of the increas-
es called for by the recent report
released by Dal’s Budget Advi-
sory Committee (BAC). Under
the report international students
will also feel the financial crunch
with an increase in differential
fees of 85 per cent over the next
five years.

Undergraduate students will
see their tuition go up 3.9 per
cent in accordance with a memo-
randum of understanding (MoU)
signed between the province and
Nova Scotia universities. The
MoU does not cover professional
programs and international dif-
ferential fees.

The BAC'’s decision was based
on Dal’s need to make up $12.4
million. Most of this is based on
the recent $7.7 million settle-
ment with faculty earlier this
year, which averted a possible
labour stoppage.

Dalhousie Medical Student
Society (DMSS) president Joey
McDonald said there is a com-
mon. reaction. around. the. med
school right now.

“Everyoneisprettymuchupin
arms,” said McDonald. “They’re
absolutely furious. We're at the
‘point with tuition increases now
where we actually expect to have
the crap beat out of us.”

McDonald said the consensus
amongst med students is that in
calling for such large increases,
Dal is forgetting its responsibil-
ity to the community it serves.
He said that when representa-
tives for med students met with
the BAC their presentation didn’t
make any specific requests but
rather “begged for mercy.”

“It’s terribly ridiculous that

The

Manday to Friday
8:30 am - 9:00 pm

Flu Shot Clinics
TIRED OF ER WAITS?

Fcmily
FOCUS Sameday Appointments

Halifax Professional Center
5991 Spring Garden Rd. Suite 102, Halifax

420-2038

Dalhousie University claims to
be the Maritime med school and
doesn'’t even seem to accept their
social responsibility to maintain
quality schooling for Maritim-
ers,” he said. “As Maritimers we
aren’t the richest in the coun-
try and it’s really shocking that
they seem intent in making our
tuition one of the highest in the
country.”

Charles Crosby, spokesper-
son for Dal, said the school never
likes to raise tuition and when it
does it's done with the students
in mind.

“Whenever there is any kind
of increase the object is to keep
it as low as possible while still
maintaining the level of service,”
he said.

Crosby said that while the
university is aware that Maritim-
ers don’t have the deepest pock-

“As Maritimers we
aren’t the richest
in the country and
it’s really shocking
that they seem
intent in making
our tuition one of
the highest in the
country.”
- Joey McDonald,
president of the
Dalhousie Medical
Student Society

ets in Canada, the university has
certain standards it must contin-
ue to reach.

“Our goal is to make univer-
sity as accessible as we can while
providing a certain standard of
education,” he said. “What we
can't do is sacrifice that.”

He also pointed out that Nova

Continued on Next Page...

Medical
Clinics
Walk-in or Call

Other locations:

On Another Campus, continued

Continued from Page 5...
are themselves deciding whether
to strike.

None of the striking schools
are English, as English CEGEP
students generally rely less on fi-
nancial aid and are not as politi-
cally active as their francophone
counterparts. At Montreal’s Va-
nier College, 15 to 25 per cent of
students receive loans or bursa-
ries, the highest percentage of
any English college. Not far away
at the francophone CEGEP of St.
Laurent, 30 per cent of students
receive some form of financial
aid. St. Laurent was one of the
first CEGEPs to strike, and it is
generally known as an activist or
militant school, whereas Vanier
is not. Yet even Vanier is contem-
plating a one-day strike. Other
strike notes:

¢ Some students at McGill
and Concordia are hoping their
schools will participate; Bishop'’s
University has no plans for a
strike. :
e A Léger marketing poll in
November showed that three out

| of four Quebecers are against the

bursary cuts.

* The Parti Québecois has re-
fused to endorse the strike, but
says it supports students in their
cause.

-NC

U of M leaves CASA

The University of-Manitoba
Students’ Union (UMSU) woted
to leave the Canadian Alliance
of Student Associations (CASA)
last month after a report ques-
tioned how well CASA represents
students nationally. The Feb. 10
decision was recommended by
a student union report that said
CASA’s $42,000 per year member-
ship fee would better be spent
elsewhere. UMSU officials said
CASA’s policies hadn't matured
enough since its creation nine
years ago, citing as an example
that it is only now becoming

bilingual. CASA says it is disap-
pointed by the move and was not
consulted or informed before the
vote.

There are currently two na-
tional student lobbying orga-
nizations in Canada—CASA,
representing about 300,000
post-secondary students, and
the Canadian Federation of Stu-
dents (CFS) with roughly 450,000
members. CASA was created in
1995 by student unions that were
unhappy with the CFS’s lobbying
actions and policies, which CASA
characterized as being too radi-
cal.

UMSU became a prospective
member of the CFS in Novem-
ber, but won’t say whether a vote
on full membership will be held
this year. The Dalhousie Student
Union is a member of CASA,
and the Dalhousie Association
of Graduate Students is a trial
member of the CFS.

-NC

Students Give Federal Budget
Thumbs-down

This year’s federal budget,
released last week, has come
much to the dismay of student
groups. “This is the worst budget
for education spending in a long,
long time,” George Soule, na-
tional chair of the CFS, told the
Canadian University Press. Both
CASA and the CFS were looking
for a dedicated transfer payment
to the provinces for post-sec-
ondary education, something
Prime Minister Paul Martin had
promised last summer. No new
funding or arrangement was an-
nounced. Nova Scotia Finance
Minister Peter Christie was also
disappointed by the absence of
education funding in the federal
budget. He was looking for new
money to help offset the cost of
educating Nova Scotia’s large
number of out-of-province stu-
dents. The budget did contain
some mention of post-secondary

(

You can sit on
. the couch and
~ dream about _i_t_,

Accounting was his background, but film was Todd’s

dream. So he took NSCC's Screen Arts Program

and the rest can be seen on the History Channel -
__justtune in to “Sea Hunters.”

Our grads get jobs; 88 per cent of them are

employed, most in their field of study. Talk to
it the future you want. Give us a call at

379-6722. We can help make it happen.

funding: student loans will be
forgiven in the event of death or
disability, $375 million over five
years in federal research grants
were anhnounced, and $75 million
over five years will fund indirect
research costs at universities.
-NC

Tuition Hikes Breaking the Law?

The Simon Fraser Student
Union has lodged a human rights
complaint against the Canadian
government, saying that tuition
hikes violate international law.

The complaint cites a passage
in the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, a UN treaty, which states
that higher education should be
made equally accessible to ev-
eryone. The complaint has been
endorsed by the Canadian Fed-
eration of Students and criticizes
the 300 per cent jump in tuition
since 1980. A similar complaint
was launched in the UK and re-
sulted in the government being
criticized by the UN.

-NC

NSCAD Likely Expanding to
Waterfront

If all goes according to plan,
NSCAD University will soon have
an oceanfront view. The Halifax
Port Authority agreed last week
to turn over Shed 21, near Pier 21,
to the university by September,
2006. The new campus would
contain classrooms and studios,
in addition to NSCAD'’s ceramics
and glassmaking plants, metal
shop, wood shop and sculpture
department. “We will want the
public to join with us and come
and look at what we do,” NSCAD
president Paul Greenhalgh told
reporters last week. The school
had also looked into putting its
second campus in Dartmouth,
but pending provincial govern-
ment approval, it looks like the
Halifax side has won.

-JM
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International students to pay higher tuition, continued

Continued from Previous Page...

Scotia is near the bottom of the
list when it comes to government
funding for post-secondary edu-
cation.

But McDonald is most upset
that in the report Dal is justify-
ing increases by saying their fees
are on par with schools like UBC
and the University of Toronto. He
calls this completely unaccept-
able.

“Dal is doing their best to
completely forget any social re-
sponsibility they have to the
Maritime region,” he said. “They
recognize that they serve the re-
gion, and they fill their seats ac-
cordingly but it seems like Dal
wants to make the program vir-
tually inaccessible for those stu-
dents from the region that they
serve.”

McDonald thinks that rather
than comparing itself to schools
with higher tuition rates like UBC
and U of T, Dal should be follow-
ing the model of schools like Mc-
Gill and Memorial—schools that
charge lower tuition for local stu-
dents in hopes of retaining doc-
tors for the area.

Crosby said the figures for the
increase were based on what was
required to cover operational
costs, while maintaining a cer-
tain standard of education and

Medical, professional and international students will have to dig deeper next year.

offering competitive rates with
the rest of the country.

Emran Mojumdar doesn’t dis-
pute that the new international
student differential fees are com-
petitive with the rest of the coun-
try, but he worries Dal’s increases
to match U of T and UBC will
cause international students to
overlook Dal.

“Dal is forgetting that UBC
and U of T’s locations [geograph-
ically] are better because of the
opportunities in those areas,”

\
it \

said Mojumdar, president of
Dal’s International Student Asso-
ciation. “We wouldn’t mind if we
were getting the same opportu-
nities as there.”

Mojumdar said losing inter-
national students wouldn’t only
affect the school financially.

“Dal will not only lose the stu-
dents, it will also lose the cultural
diversity we bring to the campus
and the city—not to mention the
economic benefit we bring to the
school and the city as consum-

ers.

While there is no way to know
yet if this will actually happen,
Crosby said the university is con-
fident that in spite of higher fees,
international students will con-
tinue choosing Dal.

“Losing students is a con-
cern,” he said. “But what we of-
fer here has been appealing for
a long time. Feedback seems to
suggest we will continue to be
an attractive option for students
from outside Canada.”

ND BEYOND.

AMSTERDAM
ATHENS

FRANKFURT

Gazetl NEeWS

Curtis McGrath said the con-
cerns expressed by McDonald
and Mojumdar are legitimate.
The president of the DSU said
there are major flaws with the
BAC’s explanations for the in-
creases.

“Dal is not meeting its obliga-
tion to Nova Scotia students,” he
said. “When you continue to raise
med students’ tuition you're sad-
dling them with debt. Students
who wanted to go back to rural
Nova Scotia to practice medicine
may not take that option now.”

McGrath also sees major
problems in comparing Dal to
UBC when explaining interna-
tional fee increases.

“It's wrong to set that argu-
ment up. Were not UBC and
Halifax isn’t the Mecca of cultural
diversity we sometimes like to
think we are.”

On a broader scale, McGrath
said increases like these penalize
the health of the province and
contradict its immigration man-
date.

Doctors who leave N.S. for
greener pastures to pay off debts,
that on average total $125,000,
only enhance the province’s doc-
tor shortage while international
students now have reason to by-
pass Dal on their way to Toronto
or Vancouver.
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MISOGYNIST MAILINGS FROM BELL SYMPATICO

Last week I found an ignorant piece of

advertising. This Bell Sympatico ad has
~the caption “You’ll do anything to protect

your kids from inappropriate content.

So will we” beside a picture entitled

“The Female Body.” It is a representation

from a textbook, but in lieu of breasts or

vagina there are vicious holes. On either

side of the sad faced, mutilated woman °

are little censored pictures of organs; one

retains the title of “Ovary.”

What is inappropriate about the
female body? It is not some raunchy
porno, nor a gratuitously naked man. It
is a textbook, labelled as “inappropriate”
alongside the suggestion of those other
naughty things found on the Internet.

The womb, the uterus, the ovaries are
all missing from The Female Body, as if
The Female Body in this sterilized form is

more appropriate. Bell Sympatico must
be operating on seriously befuddled
morals if their opinion of “inappropriate
content” is a picture used for teaching.
To suggest that the female body is dirty
and to cut it to pieces is deliberate
misogyny by ignorance.

‘Someone must be asleep at the
wheel in the Bell Sympatico advertising
machine. I am shocked by their

ignorance and machete-wielding
morality. The lesson learned from this is
that companies need to think before they
speak, that way they wont haphazardly
toss our reality backwards into Neolithic
times. I certainly hate my Rogers’ cell
phone plan, but at least Rogers doesn’t
hate women.

e ————

Ignorance Isn’t Pot: No Longer a
an Excuse

Informed voting doesn’t get much

easier than this

Michael Gorman

Sports Editor

Pcrusing last week’s issue of
the election content-heavy
Gazette, 1 was surprised by the
number of people in the Streeter

who said

they wouldn’t be vot-
ing because they weren't edu-
cated enough on the candidates
and issues—and therefore didn't
want to make an “uninformed
decision.”

How noble.

It will still be a few days before
we know what kind of a turnout
this year’s election was able to
draw, but in the meantime there
is alarger issue at hand—it’s high
time people begin realizing igno-
rance is not an excuse for lazi-

On average, less

than 10 per cent of
the student body
takes the time to vote
in student union
elections.

ness. No wonder politicians and
officials outside the university
community so often brush stu-
dents off. Of course this makes us
mad as hell, but what reason do
we give them to do otherwise?
On average, less than 10 per
cent of the student body takes
‘the time to vote in student union
elections—less than 10 per cent!
When we can't even be bothered
to voice our opinions on who we
want running our own student
union, how can we expect mu-
nicipal, provincial and federal
officials to give a damn about
what we want or think? There

Teach English

ESL Teacher Training Courses
® [ntensive 60-Hour Program
® Classroom Management Techniques
® Detailed Lesson Planning
= Comprehensive Teaching Materials
® Internationally Recognized Certificate
® Job Guarantee Included
¥ Thousands of Satisfied Students

Oxford Seminars
1-800-269-6719

www.oxfordseminars.com

is no reason for elected officials
to fear the power of the student
vote, because right now the stu-
dent vote is weaker than Michael
Jackson’s chances of scoring an-
other number one hit.

Nothing could make univer-
sity students look lazier than
saying they won't be voting be-
cause they don't know enough
about issues or candidates and
they haven’t the time to educate
themselves. Election websites
provided information on every
candidate, what they stood for
and the exact job description of
the office they were seeking.

The elections committee put
on six forums where students
could come see candidates and
hear what they were all about.
Most candidates even put their
email addresses on their posters
,s0 if you actually were so busy
that you couldn’t take the time to
attend a forum, read the Gazette
or surf a website, you could email
them questions and they would
get back to you. How many other
political settings do you think
that happens in? As much as I
would have liked to send Paul
Martin an email or two during
the last election, I'm pretty sure
I'd have had a snowball’s chance
in hell of hearing back from him.

To those of you who voted in
this past election, kudos to you—
your vote did count and it did
make a difference. It also earned
you the right to complain all you
want next year if you're dissatis-
fied with what the DSU is doing
for you. For those of you who
didn't vote, just be glad you aren’t
living in Australia—anyone who
decides to skip voting there gets
fined, whether they are informed

or not.
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Certification in 5-days
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Jimmy Kapches
Opinions Contributoi

H()\\ many of us would choose
to boycott the Nike Cor-
poration because of its promis-
cuous use of sweatshops in the
developing world? The abuse of
women and children for the sake
of creating shoes and other con-
sumer goods that they cantieven
dare afford is undoubtedly a dis-
gusting and immoral business.

| So smile to yourself when you

pass by a Nike shoe and choose

| something decidedly more hu-
| manity-friendly. You are a good

person for trying to make a dif-
ference, and more people could

| make the same efforts. You are to

|

be lauded and looked te for your
positivedeadership. 4

Four Mounties are dead, four
families are in mourning, and
every Canadian institution and
individual citizen should have
condolences on the tips of their
tongues. Those four honourable
officers died on duty trying to
make Canada a safer place for
you, for me and for the genera-
tions to come. Those young men
died because they were trying
to curb the illegal cultivation of
marijuana.

This sad incident brings two
distinctly Canadian problems
to the fore: laws on pot, and the
marijuana industry.

Marijuana has been shown to
be about as harmful as beer or
cigarettes, depending how you
look at it. It is certainly not the
demon that the U.Ss “War on
Drugs” has made it out to be. It is
a substance, much like beer, that
requires moderation and mind-
fulness among those who can
control themselves, and which
should be avoided by those that
can't—such as sufferers of al-
coholism. Canadian law is in
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“The marijuana industry is not the benevolent creature |
once thought it was.”

the process of being changed
to reflect this, and we should be
thankful for that.

The marijuana industry, on
the other hand, is not the benev-
olent creature that pot professes
to be. Certainly, after smoking a
happy little joint, people will tell
you that all is peace and groovy-
ness, all kindness and gentle
oblivion. To a large extent, the
head rush pot provides is a form
of relaxation in the extreme. But
how, then, can one condone the
actions of the “industry” (read:
illegal growers of pot) when they
kill and destroy for the sake of
profit, if the high is so harmless?

If you won't buy Starbucks be-
cause they rape and pillage the
livelihoods of coffee producers
around the world, good on you—
organic tastes better anyways. If
you won't buy Nike because they
make slaves of the worker, good
on you—the corporation is a ver-
itable demon. If you choose to
buy marijuana from that name-
less, faceless dealer who gets it
from who-knows-where, are you
any better than the reckless con-
sumer after all? Therein lies the

CLAY CAFE
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criminality.

The marijuana industry is not
the benevolent creature I once
thought it was. There is noth-
ing “fair trade” or ethical about
coercing families of illegal im-
migrants shipped in from China
to grow plants in their house in
Oakville or Mississauga. There is
no good in a business that just de-
stroyed four families and rocked
a small town in northern Alberta.
If you would never dare to wear
leather on your person, but you'd
be happy to toke a little doobie,
perhaps you should think; it's
not cows this industry is killing,
it'’s people. Men and women who
live to serve us are being killed
because we can’t wait for the Lib-
erals to change the law.

If you would not dare sip Star-
bucks, but you're already getting
set to smoke a splif, perhaps you
should consider where that pot
came from. It’s not organic, its
not fair trade and its not an ethi-
cal industry. Grow your own, or
failing that, perhaps you should
invest a few moments to look up
the word “hypocrite” in a good
dictionary.
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CLASSIFIEDS

500 SUMMER JOBS, 50 CAMPS, YOU CHOOSE! Northeast, USA; Athletic/Creative counselors needed.
All sports, all arts! RN, Horsebackriding, Waterfront. STUDENTS AND COACHES! Apply on-line www.
summercampemployment.com; 1-516-433-8596 Carolyn

ARE YOU 18-25? SEXUALLY ACTIVE? Psychology Graduate student seeks participants to complete
ANONYMOUS survey of sexual knowledge and behavior. $15 for 45 minutes. For more information
please call Heather or Carrie at 421-7514.

ONE BEDROOM FOR RENT in 5 bedroom home, 5251 Duffus St. $400 dollars/month including utilities.
Separate bathroom. (902) 446-9801

Kit Kat P1zzA

DONAIRS - SUBS - SEAFOOD

LSAT MCAT
GMAT GRE

429-3223 or 425-2229

! ., Halif = o
Al Preparation Seminars
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= Complete 30-Hour Seminars
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» Comprehensive Study Materials

for $1.00
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= Simufated Practice Exams
= Free Repeat Policy

or 2 fer s1499 ® Personal Tutoring Available
2 med. '“ms w Thousands of Satisfied Students
"’33‘1‘;'?;';““ Oxford Seminars
3 small donairs 1-800-269-6719
for $6.50 plus tax

www.oxfordseminars.com

WWW.EF.COM Study at an EF school in the world’s coolest cities. Immerse yourself in another cul-
ture as you quickly learn a language with our proven modern method. Direct contact in Nova Scotia
efdom@verizon.net.do

APARTMENT WANTED (Rent/Sublet/Lease for March, April or May 1st) 1 or 2 bedroom (one used as
study). Semi-retired professional employed at Dal AND his 11-year old English Springer Spaniel (Becky).
Extra damage deposit if needed for Becky. Becky has very good references. Exceptionally well-behaved.
Barks once/year (estim). Loves everyone. Very layed-back. Prefer bright and spacious with hardwood
floors (?), eat-in kitchen (?), high ceilings, older well-kept building. Parking (?). Laundry access. Rent
($900 max) to include all utilities. Living in Dartmouth and MUST live closer to Dal. Call if you can help
- David 464-6254.

SMALL FURNISHED BACHELOR APARTMENT. Henry St. near Law building. Utilities included from $338
to $435. 425-5843.

CALL 494-6532 or EMAIL advertising@dalgazette.
ca to book your classified.
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February 1, 2005 to May 2, 2005. Pizza coupon given with any purchase of student tax preparation service at $29.95 per student. Pizza coupon valid for a medium one-topping pizza at participating Domino’s locations

Not a valid coupon.
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Streeter

Tell us an embarrasing story

I fell down in church during first
communion. I tripped over nothing and

A friend of mine got drunk, tried

to pee out of a window, and the win-

got stuck under a table. dow shut down on his dick. And then
he went home and puked
all over himself.

- Jason McDonald,
third-year biochem

- Ashley Carruthers,
fourth-year microbiology

My friend was walking along a bike Coming back from Miami, every inch

trail when she suddenly had explosive  of my skin was peeling off. People refused
to rub sun-tan lotion on my back.
- Jean-Marc Daigle,

must’'ve been the squirrels shitting on fourth-year neuroscience and French

diarrhea. It was running all down her
leg and she tried to tell people that it

her.
- Rahael Chester,
fourth-year IDS

I was telling my male-friend to go
“balls-deep” on a school-related mat-
ter right as a hot waitress walked by.
She gave us a weird look.
- Tony Linigar,
third-year IDS

I once ended up walking around
a crowded beach wearing my granny
underwear over my bathing suit without

knowing it. Some stranger eventually
told me.

- Angie Gillis,

fourth-year philosophy and English -

ar -

My boyfriend set me on fire for
Valentine’s Day. Candles and feathers
don’t mix.

- Karla Swansburg,
fourth-year psychology

I once got a ski wedged up a body
part. You can guess which one.
- Chris LaRoche,

sixth-year band-camp counsellor

» Les bourses

Millennium
- du millénaire

Scholarships =

LEADERSHIP

www.awardforexcellence.ca

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT
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FRIDAY, MARCH 11, 9.30 PM
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GOOD JUDGEMENT BOYS, KRISTEN 5, MATT ANAKA
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HlE TN
SUNDAY, MARCH 20, $2
[ ALTERNATIVE DANCE MUSIC ROM THE DEAD OF NIGHT

SHADONELAY
+

Aad
BLACK WEDNESDAYS
WITH SYSTEM SHIT AND FRIENDS|

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23 & MARCH 30, $2

R
CHECK QuT

WWW.STAGENINE.CA
FOR FREE SHOW TICKETSH

TUESDAY - SUNDAY 4PM - 2AM

1567 GRAFTON ST. WWW.STAGENINE.CA 444 7801

CALNEN PHOTOGRA

Calnen Photography is proud to be the official graduation photographers
authorized by the Dalhousie Student Union.

Our new expanded studio/gallery is located at 1469 Birmingham St.
just south of Spring Garden Road .

' For more information or to schedule
an appointment, you can reach us at:

Ph: 423-8840

smdlo@ca”henphotogmphyeoﬁ

. EMAIL
Visit us on the web : www.calnenphotography.com

Our studio is first in professionalism, first in quality and competitively priced.

Letters

letters@dalgazette.ca

Love for Lina’s Piece

I happened by your opinion
piece [“A Regrettable Silence,”
by Lina Hussain, Gazette 137:21)
by chance, and felt compelled to
reply. This is something I often
think of, being able to confront
a beautiful woman to say “you
know what, you're beautiful, and
I just thought I should tell you,
because you should know.” For
me, it’s a girl in the library, brown
eyes, jet black hair. I don’t want to
try and sleep with her or instigate
a relationship necessarily. In fact
she has a boyfriend, but it would
be nice to let her know how in-
spired and jubilant those pow-
erful brown eyes make me feel

It takes a lot of guts,
confidence and depth
to write what you
wrote.

when I see them, and how good
it is to know that there are beau-
tiful women like her out there.
Anyway, that’s not why I
wrote you, to tell you of my own
issues, but rather to take this op-
portunity to act on the impulse.
It takes a lot of guts, confidence
and depth to write what you
wrote, and although I don’t know
what you look like and we'll nev-
er meet, I want to tell you that
you are beautiful. Beauty goes far
beyond jaw lines, fragrance and
powerful brown eyes, although
they help in the short run. To
open an orange of such depth in

the medium that you did is in-
spiring, and I can’t communicate
how happy I am to know there
are beautiful women out there
like you. You are of a rare breed,
and you deserve to know that it is
appreciated.
If you're wondering;

a) I'm not insane,

b) yes I am a Dal student

and

c¢) this is not an roundabout
way of trying to get a date

Cheers,
Lance McGillicuddy

AIDS gets some aid from the
press
Dear Gazette,

I would like to take this op-
portunity to thank you for the

promotion that you provided

for the Canadian AIDS Memo

rial Quilt Display ‘that was held

in the Student Union Bui
last semester [Gazette 137:13].
With so little funding, we were

extremely pleased by the gener-
osity of campus groups willing to
promote our event at little or no
cost. You surpassed our expecta-
tions by providing us with both
space prior to the event as well
as making us your cover story
for the paper the week after the
event. We were disappointed that
we did not receive more media
coverage from the city of Halifax
but the fact that you put us in
your paper means that our story
reached thousands of students
and staff here at Dalhousie.

We drew 400 visitors to the

Where do you sit
with your career?

can provide you with the
skills you need to enter a
career that sits better with you.
And, because they build on
your university education,

you take only the courses that
are most necessary to your
future success.

www.business.humber.ca

m&;‘

At Humber College, our postgraduate programs...

* Public Administration
* International Marketing
* Human Resources Management

+ Sales and Marketing for the Health Sector

Marketing Management
* Professional Golf Management
* International Project Management

Apply now and see why in less than a year,
you could be sitting where you want to be,

With a 89% overall graduate employment rate...

Seating is Limited!
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Display, which is a huge success
for an event such as this one. We
were also able to raise over $400
in donations that we will in turn
donate to the AIDS Coalition of
Nova Scotia and the Nova Scotia

You surpassed our
expectations by
providing us with
both space prior to
the event as well as
making us your cover
story for the paper
the week after the
event.

Gambia Association. We are very
pleased with the success .of the
event.
I hope that in the future you
able to offer other groups the
same sponsorship that you did

for us. Such a small gest

ure goes
a long way for non-profit events.

hank you again for your sup-
port and I wish you all the best in

2005.

Yours Sincerely,
Louise Rudderham
Health Education Intern
Dalhousie University Health
Services

Send all Letters to the Editor(s)

at letters@dalgazette.ca. Please
limit letters to 250 words max.
Submitted letters may be edited for
space and/or content.

Call 416-675-6622,

ext. 4258 for further
information.

Apply for all Business
School programs

at the OCAS web sife -
www.ontariocolleges.ca

%) HUMBER

The Business School
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A Case for Demonstrating
Against the Occupation of Iraq

Marco Chown Oved
Opinions Contributor

wo years ago, the drums of

war were beating. As top
U.S. official after top U.S. official
stepped up to the White House
podium to warn of the grave
danger of the impending and
inevitable Iraqi attack, millions
around the world were sceptical.
And today, millions more remain
SO.

We were threatened: appar-
ently the UN would become “ir-
relevant” ifit did not condone the
invasion. We were told (and many
of us believed) fantastic lies, and
still many felt that the case for
war had not been made—among
them, we later found out, UN
Secretary General Kofi Annan.
Bull headed and undeterred, the
Bush administration insisted on
invading the sovereign nation of
Iraq as a pre-emptive strike, to
avoid the greater conflict antici-
pated when, presumably, Sad-
dam would be invading us.

Two years have passed, and
one thing has become quite clear:
the war was premised on lies and
the threatening weapons did not
exist. More than 1,000 American
soldiers have been killed on for-
eign soil for a war that has been
rebranded as a mission to bring
freedom to an oppressed peo-
ple. Well, that freedom has cost

100,000 Iraqi lives to date, and
that doesn’t even account for the
atrocious casualties of the pre-
war embargo or the coming costs
of the use of depleted uranium
munitions: a radioactive legacy
that has a half-life of 4.5 billion
years.

As the occupation drags on
and the daily reports of violence
become so commonplace they
are relegated to the back pages,
an unrepentant and even vin-
dicated Bush regime scolds its
neighbour to the north for not
contributing to the invasion or
occupation forces (though we do
support the war in many, less di-
rect ways: see SNC-Lavalin’s mu-
nitions production), and more
recently, for refusing to partici-
pate in a ballistic missile defence
system that, until the US pulled
out of the international treaty
two years ago, was patently ille-
gal.

Well I say that I'm proud to be
a citizen of a country that is will-
ing to stand up to the world’s bul-
ly by respecting international law
and democratic opinion. Finally,
and under great pressure, we
seem to have gotten something
right. And it was this pressure
that was the tipping point: with-
out widespread outcry by thou-
sands of Canadians, in the media,
on the streets, around the lunch
table, Canada surely would have

followed the United States into
whatever ludicrous foreign cru-
sade it concocted.

But because Canadians are
engaged, because we listen,
read and watch what is going on
around the world, we were able
to choose the right course of ac-
tion. And right is the key word
here, because that murderous,
illegal, and disastrous campaign
in the Middle East, if nothing
else, is morally wrong, no matter
what the Bible thumpers say.

So it is for these reasons that I
will be marching on March 19 as
part of the International Day of
Solidarity against the occupation
of Iraq.

It is because freedom of
speech and assembly are alive
and well in Canada (unlike our
neighbour to the south), and it
has proven to be an effective po-
litical tool.

It is because as we go into ex-
ams, it is easy to forget that doz-
ens of people are killed, maimed,
mutilated, kidnapped ordetained
illegally, indefinitely and without
any council every single day.

Yes, Canada is proving to be
unwilling to support these ac-
tions, but they nevertheless
continue, and popular dissent is
more important than ever. See
you in the streets!

LAST WEEK

12

18

THIS WEEK

WEEKS ON
CHART

Top 10

COMMUNIST HATS Definitely the hottest 6
remnant of the Cold War after all those A-Bombs.

GETTING ANGRY OVER WHAT YOU FOUND AT 14
MSNGEEKS.COM Just because they deleted you
before you deleted them is no excuse.

“OH, YOU'RE FROM THE MARITIMES, AREN'T 3
YOU?” You've officially lost all hope with a girl
who says this. Move on.

WRITING AN ESSAY, ONG-BAK STYLE No 12
proofreading. No spell-check. No. Staples.
Attached.

FEELING “THAT” WAY ABOUT AMANDA BYNES
Unacceptable.A

WEARING A GRAY TRENCHCOAT TO IMPRESS
THE LADIES Go-Go Gadget confidence!*

COUPLES THAT EXERCISE TOGETHER (AS
A COUPLE) It’s nice to know the values your
relationship is based on.

THE NEW FACES ON THE DAL WEBSITE Still kind
of look like demons from “Children of the Corn.”

MAKING RANDOM REFERENCES TO PONYBOY
It's amazing how many people have read that
shitty book.

THE IDEA THAT A KEG OF BEER CAN BE
DELIVERED TO MY APARTMENT If only they
could also deliver a keg of responsibility and a
keg of ambulance, too.

Legend: » = Biggest Gainer, * = Hot Shot Newcomer

Have a great summer. Be a U of T visiting student.

- Choose from hundreds of day and
evening Arts and Science courses

Pick up credits toward your
degree at your home university

Take advantage of U of T's great
libraries and athletic centres

Experience the excitement of
summer in Toronto

Find out more
www.wdw.utoronto.ca/visit
phone: 416-978-5880

email:

visiting.students@utoronto.ca

Woodsworth
College

University of Toronto

NCE AVAILABLE
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NSCAD PARTY!

Come one, come all. This coming Friday,
March 11, NSCAD’s graduating honours
graphic design class is having a fund-
raiser for their year-end celebrations.
Sonny D., Jody Crowe, and Marixa will be
performing for a maxed out dance party
at the Warehouse. Show starts at 10 p.m.

and cover is $5.

Editor
| Assitant Lindsay Dobbin
I E-mait

Natalie Pendergast

arts@dalgazette.ca

PLAY IN PIT!

448-5080.

From March 9 to March 12, the Kings The-
atre Society is presenting “Noises Off” by
Michael Frayn. The shows will take place
in the Pit Theatre in the Arts and Admin-
istration building at 8 p.m. Tickets are
$7/$5 for students. For reservations, call

BEST IN SHOW!

Museum Pieces are performing at Gus’
Pub in the North End on Thursday, March
10. If you have five dollars, you can pur-
chase a few hours of entertainment from
these old blokes. This is the best show of
the foreseeable week, so hop to it.

What's

SOCIALLY GREEN!

The Grawood is playing host to blueberry
Grunt for St. Patrick’s Day. The event falls
on the same evening as one of the pub’s
renowned “Sociables!” Everyone should
pay homage to their Irish roots and catch
some of that delicious green stuff they

call beer. It’s green.

S —— —

a Windom Earle?

P.E.l. Band brings Rocktronica to Halifax

Windom Earle’s Stephan McLoed hams it up for the camera.

Photo: Jessica Whyte

Jessica Whyte
Arts Contributor

W’mdom Earle is collab-
orative, dynamic, karaoke
style rocktronic band. Its lineup
and roster are confusing, and its
history is even more so, but this
can all be whittled down to the
continuing presence of Stephan
MacLeod and the desire to keep
it fun.

Named after a surrogate vil-
lain from the canceled second
season of Twin Peaks, the band

has outlived its namesake and
been active for the last seven
years. In their present and most
basic form,
Stephan MacLeod on guitar, Greg
Boone on bass, Matt Packman
on keyboards and an unnamed

" boom-box of prerecorded back-

ings.

Greg and Stephan share
much of the songwriting. That
said, their live set often plays
host to a rotating roster of guests
and theatrics. During live shows,
they play over a compact disc of

the collection is -

prerecorded cut-and-paste beats
and samples, creating a sound
that is driving, punchy and al-
ways on time.

“What we're doing over the
[prerecorded] music live is mix-
ing sounds that are appropriate
for the feedback of the beats.
We never really overplay on it.
There’s no guitar solos, and no
fanciness... it's almost like tak-
ing dance music and trying to
make it sound more live,” says
MacLeod.

“Windom Earle is essentially a
karaoke outfit,” says MacLeod—
and it fits, as both Boone and
MacLeod are self-proclaimed ka-
raoke junkies. If you're lucky, you
may catch them getting gonged
off the stage at Cheers on a Mon-
day night, waving their souve-
nir “I Got Gonged’” XXL T-shirts
proudly. According to them,
they've never made it through a
karaoke session without being
ushered from the stage by host
Jackie Smit, and yet they keep
going back.

Karaoke may bring to mind
images of young women belt-
ing along tunelessly to Whitney
Houston numbers, but in Win-
dom Earle’s case, it is three men
with instruments racing along
musically to self-created boom-
ing throbs and shakes. They
provide live accompaniment to
canned music, but those prere-
corded songs are their own, and
that added element of required
precision that comes with ac-
companying an unwavering and
unchanging recording is impres-
sive—and unique to a city that is
starving for diversions from the
standard rock quartet.

There’s also an underlying de-
sire to keep the band lively and

entertaining both for the audi-
ence and its members, despite
the occasional drawbacks of
constant boisterousness. “Win-
dom Earle has a certain element
where its always staying fun, and
its been the bane of our exis-
tence,” says Boone. “A lot of times
when we just need to be serious
for once, none of us can do it.”
It's not just a tag line either—the
band really does come across on
stage like they’re having a blast,
and they engage the audience to
join along with them.

Their latest “physical” release,
entitled A Series of Minor Personal
Tragedies, was put out under
the name The Windom Earle All
Stars. But The Windom Earle All
Stars are not Windom Earle. It’s
a moniker used to cover all the
projects of which MacLeod has
been a part since 1998, including
the Jeff Coll 5 and Operation Im-
pact from Prince Edward Island.

MacLeod describes the group
release as “what happens when
three bands that share the same
members don’t have enough
material to make separate al-
bums.” It's confusing to sort out
one man, three projects and four
names. MacLeod did try to ex-
plain it: “The Windom Earle All
Stars is what happens when we
do all of the bands. Windom Earle
is when its just me, Greg Boone,

“Matt [Packman] and whoever,

and its just instrumental.”

That “whoever” is crucial to
the attitude and lineup of the
band as it could be anyone, and
it defines a Windom Earle perfor-
mance. Windom Earle has taken
the stage with multiple drum-
mers, extra guitarists, random
dancers and general merrymak-
ers. “Windom Earle is such a col-
laborative thing,” says Boone,
“especially the live shows. If we're
playing with a good drummer or
with musicians we respect, like
Special Noise at the ECUAS, it
makes it better.”

Boone and MacLeod were
both born in the Halifax region
and live here now, but met each
other and Matt Packman on
Prince Edward Island. MacLeod
works at an adult video store in
Dartmouth while Boone stud-
ies at NSCAD. Windom Earle is
Stephan’s only project, but Boone
and Packman both play for Sharp
Like Knives, dividing their time
between the two bands and oth-
er projects.

The disc is in constant ro-
tation at CKDU, and it has al-
ready been requested by campus
stations across the country as
word-of-mouth spreads about
this unique collection of wonky
electronirock. Minor Personal
Tragedies will be in local record
stores, but is also available for
free on the Windom Earle web-
site, http://www.windomearle.
com or through the Polygon Net-
work at http://www.polygonnet-
work.org

You can also obtain Windom
Earle’s own release, The Things
I Do For Girls, through their
website or from the Polygon
Network’s releases section. The
Polygon Network is a net label
featuring electronic music by
Atlantic Canadian artists, and it
is a perfect fit for the outfit. The
move to release the album on-
line resulted in a brief affair with
fame in Germany. Windom Ear-
le’s status may not compete with
that of the Hasselhoff’s, but the
band was featured on a German
download site, and attracted over
a thousand hits in one weekend.
Even if you're only huge in Ger-
many for a few days, it’s still fun
to say you were.

Windom Earle plays St. Pat-
rick’s Day, headlining for the NXNE
(North By North End) festival at
Gus's Pub. The show starts at 10
p.m., costs $4 and includes perfor-
mances by Pop Secret, SS Cardiacs,
and Camaromance.

COMMUNICATIONS

Experience communications solutions for your lifestyle.
Experience outstanding value.
Experience exceptional service.

“Experience'it all here.

443-1110

Aliant D
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Canada Council For the Arts helps fund projects like Ryan, the Canadian-made film that
won the Oscar for Best Animated Short Film this year.

Return of the Mack

Federal Budget Renews Funding For Arts

Sarah Vanderwolf
Staff Contributor

W‘hile this year’s federal bud-
get may not bring joy into
the hearts of many Canadians,
few would question the value of
continued funding for the arts.
The Canada Council for the Arts
has been designated to receive
an additional $25 million a year
for the next five years.

In 2003 2004, the Council
supported “more than 4,000 in-
dividual artists and arts organi-
zations in hundreds of commu-
nities across Canada” and hopes
to increase its contribution to the
arts community with this latest
“major infusion from the federal
government.”

With help from the govern-
ment, the council has been able
to “create and sustain librar-
ies, museums, heritage sites, art

galleries and performance ven-
ues across Canada, as well as
arts organizations—the world
renowned ballet companies,
theatre organizations, sympho-
nies and opera companies.” The
council has also been essential to
the success of the cultural indus-
tries, like film and video, sound
recording and book publishing
since its founding in 1957.

The Royal Commission on
National Development in the
Arts, Letters and Sciences recom-
mended the creation of the Can-
ada Council in 1951. Six years
later, Parliament passed the Can-
ada Council Act, the objectives
of the council being “to foster
and promote the study and en-
joyment of, and the production
of works in, the arts, humanities
and social sciences.” Initial fund-
ing for programs came from the
death duties of Nova Scotia in-

dustrialists Sir James Dunn and
Izaak Walton Killam. In 1966,
the Killam Trust bequeathed an
additional $16.5 million to the
Council.

The federal government’s
contribution to the arts in Cana-
da fosters not just creativity, but
also economic growth. The gov-
ernment’s “$7 billion investment
in culture helps generate $26
billion in economic activity and
creates 740,000 jobs,” according
to Statistics Canada.

The current chair of the Coun-
cil is legendary ballerina Karen
Kain, who is delighted with the
government’s continued dedica-
tion to the arts. “We are pleased
that the government....appreci-
ates the value the arts bring to
Canadians and their communi-
ties,” she said in an interview.

Small Business

Own this Space for
only ¢20/week!

Call Gazette Advertising
® 494-65312

Live performances

5 Pool Tables
sy Chill nights
s Excellent cozy atmosphere

For more information please visit...

www.jpjazzclub.com
Members & Guests Welcome

¢ Excellent Ventilation

* B&W, Oversized Trays

* $45/Month,Chemicals Included
* Convenient, Secure Location

MARCH 19th, 2005
9:00-4:30 pm

faithito d@guss
mental. gﬁte\o;} :

Bl organic farming

B earth education

hnngs together people of

dship and.climate change.
vill'include an interfaith panel
ssionvand presentations and work-
shops ¢overing topics such as:
i ! wind and solar power
B First Nations issues
B conscientious consumerism

B peace and the environment

B environmental conscientiousness
B sustainable transportation

Various environmental organizations will
also host booths at the conference.

For more information or to pre-register,
please contact Daisy Kidston at 424-6684
or kidston@clean.ns.ca

related to environ-

March 10th, 2005

The CCC is hosted by
Climate  Clean Nova Scotia
Chan Sipkhg datromninl chong
Centre
and funded by %
Ca.nadﬁ Department of Energy
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Mozart Tribute

A Timeless Performance

Anneke Foster
Staff Contributor

he man sitting to my left sug-

gested I name this article
“Symphony Nova Scotia Hit all
the Right Notes.” I couldn’t agree
more. It has been a long time
since I have heard music this-
profound and stunning. Sym-
phony Nova Scotia has been a
reccurring act on the Cohn stage
throughout the year, and regret-
tably, last Friday’s Mozart tribute
was my first time attending one
of their performances. Fortu-
nately, however, the concert was
delivered with so much inspira-
tion and solidity that I am sure it
will not be my last.

In-between pieces, one mem-
ber of the orchestra played three
selections and gave an informa-
tive and entertaining mini-lec-
ture. These brief thoughts helped
to illustrate the life of Mozart
(who started composing at the
age of five) and added some well-
received insight into his charac-
ter.

The highlight of the evening
was “Piano Concerto Number
25.” Rarely performed, it is a tes-
tament to Mozart’s incredible
knowledge of sound and his abil-
ity to use numerous instruments
to create one, resilient voice. His
~ meticulous attention to detail

~and truly thoughtful choice of
dynamics, notes and rhythm are
just some of his strong suits.

World-renowned pianist Lor-
raine Min soloed as guest pianist
and not only delivered an as-
tounding rendition of Mozart’s
work, but also played with her
own stylistic edge, which compli-
mented the work nicely. Her pre-
cision and purity of sound were
matched only by the grace with
which she played.

Six-months-pregnant, Min’s
stage presence was captivating
and lively, and all eyes were on
her, especially those of her hus-
band (the concertmaster/first
violinist) who, upon the comple-
tion of the piece, beamed from

ear to ear and gave her extended
hand a gentle kiss.

Both “The Abduction from
te Seraglio Overture” and “Sym-
phony Number 35 in D,” which
proceeded and followed the
Concerto (respectively) were also
quite notable. The opening piece
highlighted the Symphony’s uni-
fied sound—especially the first
violinists’—and the incredible
emotional power of music. It was
a choice selection to begin with,
and it really showcased the mu-
sicians’ abilities and drew the at-
tention of the audience.

The closing piece focused ex-

Her precision and
purity of sound were
matched only by the

grace through with
which she played.

tensively on contrast. Its move-
ments flowed seamlessly without
sacrificing differentiating ele-
ments. From the more powerful,
excitatory, “Allegro con Spirito”
(which used certain notes as ex-
clamation points) to the smooth,
dance-like “Andante” and the fi-
nal two movements- both lively
and triumphant, the audience
got to sample a range of equally
fulfilling moods.

The most memorable aspect
of the performance was the care
and perfection each musician
took to play each note. There was
no room for error, and the musi-
cians seemed incapable of such
as they played with the utmost
precision and professionalism. It
was not only a tribute to Mozart,
but also to the members of Sym-
phony Nova Scotia for their ex-
ceptional ability and to Lorraine
Min for her remarkable level of
achievement and flawless per-
formance. And who knows, come
May, perhaps Min will bring a
new Mozart prodigy into the
world.

classes In

courses may be cross listed.

Language — Culture — Volunteer Opportunities. ..

Come and Discover Dakar

Join us for an informal info. session on our Senegal semester-
abroad programme on March 17 at 1 1:30 in McCain 1102.

If you're interested in learning first-hand about African culture
while further developing your French language skills, this
programme may be for you. The French Department offers a
semester of study (January-April 2006) at the Université Cheikh
Anta Diop (IFE) in Dakar, Senegal.

In addition to language classes offered at all levels, the IFE offers
French-African and French
civilization, French Civilization, phonetics and translation.
Students may also take classes at the West African Research
Centre, including the Sociology of Development. A number of

Estimated costs: tuition $2000; room and board with a host family

literature, African
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SuperSex in the SuperCity

Missionary Monotony

Dave Moriné-Wentworth
Sexpert

Is your sex life becoming too
routine, too predictable? Often-
times it is very easy for a couple
to fall into a particular position
of preference, be it doggie style or
missionary sex, but in due time,
things start to become unexcit-
ing. Take this student question,
for example:

o My girlfriend and I have

e been together for a couple of
months. We first had sex a month
into our relationship, and we both
enjoy traditional missionary with
me on top. We used to get into it
and really have a satisfying experi-
ence, but now it is just so ordinary
that we are not enjoying sex. What
can be done to fix this?

o The first way to revamp

e the classic, time-honoured
missionary position is to change
it from the traditional girl-on-
‘bottom, guy-on-top scenario. Flip
it up by lying on your back and
having your girlfriend ride you,
either facing you or with her back

to you. Many couples find this to
be an enjoyable variation, as it
allows for the possibility of face-
to-face contact. This enhances
the overall sexual satisfaction,
as you can watch your partner’s
facial reactions to the pleasure.
Furthermore, you can take plea-
sure to new heights by stimulat-
ing your girlfriend’s body—don’t
just let her ride you and do all the
work! Use your hands to stimu-
late her body, with due attention
on the erogenous zones.

If missionary has you bored
altogether, perhaps you need to
totally reinvent your sexual rou-
tine by trying out a different po-
sition. In addition to missionary
style, the other common position

I'm not suggesting
running out to the
countryside for some
lustful antics in a

: spring meadow, but
. even going from the
bedroom into the living
room or kitchen can
provide a rejuvenating
spark to any stagnated
sex play.

is doggie style. Some couples de-
light in this type of penetrative
sex, as they report that the thrust-
ing is deeper and the feeling

more intimate. Conversely, other
couples find it non-arousing, as
they can only see their partner’s
backside during sex and they feel
that there is less of an emotional
connection during intercourse.

If intimacy during inter-
course is important for you and
your partner, you may want to
explore spooning. This is a posi-
tion where two lovers rest next to
one another with her back to his
front, almost in a dual fetal posi-
tion. In this way, both partners
can enjoy vaginal or anal stimu-
lation, or they may choose to be
intimate without penetration,
using the opportunity to explore,
caress and get to know each oth-
ers bodies.

I wonder if your situation
could also be improved by tak-
ing sex out of the bedroom and
to a new setting. Now, I'm not
suggesting running out to the
countryside for some lustful an-
tics in a spring meadow, but even
going from the bedroom into the
living room or kitchen can pro-
vide a rejuvenating spark to any
stagnated sex play. Let’s face it,
a bed is a piece of furniture, and
therefore you can only do a lim-
ited number of things in it. Sofas,
dining room tables, countertops,
showers, desks and even the floor
itself can all be new and amusing
places for lovemaking. The possi-
bilities are truly limitless, bound
only by your erotic imagination.

Arts Hole

Too Much Information

Carrie Gilbert
Arts Contributor

here are a wide variety of talk

shows on television today.
From Dr. Philto Jerry Springer, the
appeal of real-life dramas played
out on the screen seems to have
grown. North American audi-
ences can't seem to get enough
of watching all kinds of gripping
things happening to people just
like them, but I wonder if there’s
a point at which to draw the line
in letting others into our person-
al lives. I mean, who really wants
their deepest, darkest secrets re-
vealed on national television?

Some would argue that peo-
ple will do anything to get on
TV. This appears to be the case
with shows like Jerry Springer and
Maury Povich, where the guests
will make themselves look ut-
terly crude and vulgar in order

to get themselves some time on
television. Oftentimes there are
even shows involving paternity
tests, which should be a private
matter between the individuals
involved, but are instead broad-
cast all over in what becomes a
real life soap opera.

Sometimes, there are good
and justifiable reasons for one
to share one’s personal story. An
example would be that by telling
your story, you can help other
people in similar situations and
give them somebody they can re-
late to. But what happens when
that story involves a great level of
seriousness, such as molestation,
abuse or the troubled relation-
ships within a family? Shouldn’t
people turn to a professional in
their area and solve their issues
privately instead of turning to
a TV psychologist, such as Dr.
Phil?

NEW - FIRST TIME in CANADAI!
STAGES of Israeli Defensive Tactics System

KRAV MAGA
The MOST complete System that makes

YOU become your BEST Bodyguard!
Directed by Phillippe KADDOUCH - EIKM Chief Instructor

Sure, Phil McGraw is a real
psychologist. He deals with a lot
of different issues, from marriage
and family problems"to teenag-
ers in trouble. He even has his
own weight loss program.

Although he helps numerous
guests who appear on his show,
the subjects can get pretty in-
tense. For instance, there was
a recent episode in which a 19-
year-old male got accused of be-
ing a sexual predator by his own
parents. The show even goes so
far as to put him through a lie
detector test. If this was my fam-
ily, I would not want to go on a
daytime show to have a prob-
lem of this extremity solved. If
television is their last resort, I
don’t think they've properly ex-
plored their options. Don't get
me wrong, I think Dr. Phil is very
good at what he does, but when
it comes to issues that go that
in depth, I would rather talk to
someone like him in a confiden-
tial setting.

Shows like his and Oprah’s
can tug at the heartstrings and
bring very inspiring stories to
light. I believe though, that cer-
tain matters should be kept pri-
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The Truth
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About Iron Ring

Peter White

Sextant Contributor

W‘hen I think of “secret cer-
emonies,” there are a few
things that come to mind. Like
cloaks and hoods. Like torches
and sacred documents. Like shad-
owy figures and poorly lit temples
and virgin sacrifices—the fun
things that can never happen at
a regular ceremony. So, naturally,
when I found out that I was to be
part of the clandestine evening
that is “iron ring,” I got a little
excited. If a ceremony has to be
secret, there has got to be either
something incredibly important
or incredibly strange happening.
Either that, or there is a ton of nu-
dity involved.

I was sure I was in for the
most interesting night of my life.
I played out what I thought would
‘happen over and over again in my
imind. We would all be lined up in
the gymnasium. Then, the lights
would go out. We would be blind-
folded and led out of the build-
ing where we would be put on a
bus and led to an unidentified
location. We would be herded
inside, and our blindfolds would
be removed. It would be pitch
black. Then, magically, torches
would light, showing us the cold,
stone room that we were stand-
fng in. All around the walls of this
room would be other engineers,

dressed in black robes, none of -

them smiling. The leader would
approach a podium at the front of
the room. He would then inform
us that what we were about to go
through would not be easy, but
once it was finished, we would
be given great wisdom that has
been amassed through the ages,
and our lives would never be the
same.

At this point the fantasy gets a
little hazy, because at this time I
imagine a painful and humiliat-
ing initiation would take place.
Lightening and red-hot branding
irons would be involved. Once
this is finished, we would line up
and the leader would ascend the
podium once more. He would

wilderness trips, field sports, equestrian.

brochure.

Counselors: Combined childcare/teaching. Must be able to teach or lead one or more
of the following activities: gymnastics, tennis, swim, sail, canoe, water ski, arts
(including stained glass, sewing, jewelry, wood, photo), dance, music, theatre, archery,

Service Workers: including openings for kitchen, laundry, housekeeping, secretaries,
maintenance & grounds, and kitchen supervisor.

Non-smokers. June 18 to August 25. Attractive salary (US) plus travel allowance.
To Apply: Applications and photo gallery are available on our website:
www.kippewa.com or contact us at the numbers listed below for a staff

Kippewa, Box 340, Westwood, Massachusetts, 02090-0340, U.S.A.
tel: 781-762-8291 | fax: 781-255-7167

begin to speak, and the words
that would rain upon us would
be unlike any that we had ever
heard before. Suddenly, every-
thing would make sense. Then,
one by one, we would approach
the podium and a ring of iron |
would be pulled out of a sacred

fire and placed on our fingers. We |
would be told that should we ever |
forget the words spoken today, E
we could look at this ring, and |
everything would come flooding
back. We would recite the sacred
words handed down by our engi-
neering forefathers, committing
us to silence and condemning us
to a fate worse than death should
we fail to uphold the standards of
engineering. We would then exit
the stone room and enter a beau-

My dream was
dead. I was
crushed I didn’t
1inkT would ever
- recover.Thenl
discovered the free
wine. And I got
over it.

tiful banquet hall, filled with the
finest wines, fruits, and suckling
pigs. We would then go home sat-
isfied, never to speak of this night
again.

So on the night of March 3,
as I walked up the stairs to the
Daltech gym, I was certain that I
had the evening all figured out. I
thought that I was a step ahead
of everyone else. I was ready. We
all lined up on the gym floor, and
I held my breath as I waited pa-
tiently for the lights to go out. An
hour and a half later, as the un-
eventful, but very nice ceremony
wraps up, I was still waiting. It
had been weeks since I last cried,

i al

but as I stood there wondering
what went wrong, a single tear
ran down my cheek. My dream
was dead. I was crushed. I didn’t
think I would ever recover. Then
I discovered the free wine. And I
got over it.

Engineering Student

Third Annual Pi-Throw for

SEXTANT

Phoenix House

he third annual Pi-throw for

Phoenix House is coming
up, running Monday March 14 to
Wednesday, March 16, through-
out peninsula Halifax. This event
is put on by the Dalhousie Uni-
versity Sexton Campus Engineer-
ing Society. For those of you who
are unaware how Pi-throw works
it'’s simple, you call 494-6110 on

Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday

and order a pie for $10. At that
point in time we will ask for your
name, credit card number, the
name of the person you want to
pie and where they will be. That is
all we need. At that point in time
a pie will be sent to the person
and when it gets there they will
have 4 options:

1.) Pay $10 and redirect that
very same pie to another indi-
vidual.

2.) Pay $20 and purchase the
pie to eat it.

3.) They can choose to take
the pie in the face for charity.

4.) They can choose not to
participate.

Newspaper

To many of you this may sound
like a great idea, and something
that you would like to support,
but you don't have a credit card.
That’s OK: there will be individu-
als in the Dalhousie SUB Monday
and Tuesday to take orders. Visit
www.pithrow.com for more infor-
mation.

Last year this event raised
$4300 for Phoenix House an or-
ganization for underprivileged
youth ages 16 to 24. It’s a great
fundraiser with a lot of fun being
had. So call 494-6110 and send a
pie! If you have any other ques-
tions please feel free to email
rdumeah@dal.ca. There is some-
one in Halifax that you or your
friends would like to send a pie
to.

Egg Drop 2005

Bryden Berkvens
Sextant Contributor

or national engineering week,

APENS held its annual egg
drop competition in several ju-
nior high schools in the area.

Grade nine students from all
across the city got to try their
hand at being an engineer for
the day. Their goal was to design
a device that would prevent an
egg from breaking when dropped
from a height of three meters. The
catch is that there was a limited
amount of materials that could
be used, and all materials had to
be purchased though the money
that was allotted at the beginning
of the event. The materials that
could be used were Styrofoam
cups, paper towel, tape, elastic
bands, cotton balls and tooth
picks.

After witnessing the design
and testing of several different
designs, the parachute design

| HALIFAX DRAUGHT
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seemed to be the design that
worked the most effectively. The
most common approach was
to simply put the egg in the Sty-
rofoam cup and stuff it with as
many cotton balls as possible.
This was the framework for about
85 per cent of the designs; I am
sad to say that not one egg sur-
vived this design.

There were some very original
designs this year as well, howev-
er: one group used two other eggs
as sacrificial eggs to protect their
egg. Another group also attached
a long piece of tape to their egg
and wrapped it around the egg
and let go of one end and let it
unwrap. A slight measuring error
led to the demise of this egg.

The kids learned a lot from
this event, as did all of the volun-
teers who helped out. Kids will
do or try anything that will help
them win. I saw kids try to sneak
their own paper towel from the
bathroom, claiming that the vol-

201i & 501i kegs available on requesfl

unteers broke their egg so they
could get a new one, and my fa-
vourite: “that was how you told
me to do it, so it is your fault it
didn’t work!”

But in the end, everyone had
a great time—and hopefully in a
few years we see some of those
same faces walking around Sex-
ton campus, building on their
knowledge of egg dropping.
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Results

Women - Team Rankings

1) Dalhousie University 163
2) Memorial University 59
3) Université de Moncton 51

 Sports

AUS Track & Field Championships

Men - Team Rankings

1) Dalhousie University 148
2) St. Mary’s University 87
3) Memorial University 47

Major Awards Winners
Women

Athlete of the Year — Adrienne Powe
Championship MVP - Alicia

Dobranowski

Men

Athlete of the Year — Paul Chafe
Champlonshlp MVP - Joshua Davidson

Track Stars Race to Cls

Leanna MaclLean leads a strong women’s team to Winnipeg.
Photo: Nick Pearce

Joe Ryba
Staff Contributor

he CIS track and field cham-

pionship is in full force this
weekend at the University of
Manitoba in Winnipeg—and
Dal is sending both the men’s
and women’s teams. The sec-
ond-ranked women'’s team will
be battling for a top-three spot,
while the men have their eyes set

on cracking the top ten.

The women’s team started
slow this season but quickly
moved up in the rankings.

“Every week we had a differ-
ent athlete come up big,” says
coach Dan Hennigar. “This is the
first year we've been ranked in
the top two.”

Despite the team’s high rank-
ing, Hennigar knows that noth-
ing is guaranteed.

“The CIs are no cake walk,” he
says.
and Saskatchewan, and it's going
to be a fight for third, assuming
everything goes well.”

On the individual level,
Tigers have two of the fastest
runners in the country: Adrienne
Power and Leanna MacLean.
Power is the favourite to win the
60-metre sprint and the 300m.

“We'll be battling Calgary |

the |

“Adrienne is the fastest CIS |

athlete,” Hennigar says.
ranked number one in the 300[m]
and is two seconds ahead of the
number two runner. She com-
petes at a world-class level, and
only a handful of people can run
that fast in the world.”

Leanna MacLean’s specialties
are the 1000m and the 1500m.

“Leanna can really compete,
but has to run exceptionally
well,” says Hennigar. In addition
to the high expectations for Pow-
er and MacLean, Hilary Burn is
a contender in the 1500m and
the 3000m. The women'’s 4x200m

and the 4x800m relay teams are |

strong as well. The women’s team

also has several athletes com- |

peting in the 60m—which, says

“She’s |

Hennigar, reflects the strength of |

Dal’s sprinting program.

On the men’s side, though the
team is not ranked, it won't deter
them from putting in a strong
performance. Paul Chafe in the
3000m, and rookie John Corbit in
the 1000m and 1500m, will gar-
ner the attention for Dal.

“The men’s 3000m is a tight
field,” Hennigar says. “Paul is
ranked ninth and is one second
out of fourth. He’s much fitter
now than when he ran his ranked
time, and if he races to his po-
tential, he can run with anybody
in the country. John Corbit sur-
prised a few people with his fin-
ishing kick.

“If he hangs in there, he may
surprise a few people at the CIs.”

Michael Gorman
sports@dalgazette.ca

Rookie of the Year — John Corbit

CIS Swimming Championships Results
Dal'’s Kiera Aitken won a silver medal in
the 50-metre backstroke and bronze in

the 100m backstroke.

— Sports Briefs

Men wnth brooms (the idea barrel is runmng low)

The Water Cooler

Jenn Casey
Staff Contributor

K everyone, it’s time to ad-

mit it. You all watched at
least some. It's time to be open
about it. Free yourself! You'll feel
so much better, because keep-
ing it inside isn't helping anyone.
Besides, eventually someone is
going to find you in front of the
television yelling “hurry hard!”
and expose you for who you re-
ally are... all minds out of the
gutter please.

So, are you ready to admit it?
With no NHL, you can’t hide be-
hind hockey like you use to. You
turned on the TV this week to
the CBC and watched some curl-
ing—you are a closet curling fan.

I have come to the conclu-
sion that Canada is rampant with
closet curling fans. Seriously, if
no one-likes curling, then who
fills the rinks during tourna-
ments and sends the television
ratings through the roof? (Alright,
maybe I'm exaggerating, but you
get my point).

I know you're out there—and
it’s time that you stop hiding it.
Curling is a great game. It re-
quires strategy, an understand-

ing of physics and athletic abil-
ity. It has also become part of the
Canadian identity, so you might
as well live up to the stereotype.

Curlers at the pro level aren't
millionaires—most of the money
they make goes back into travel
expenses and training. They play
because they love it. In fact, most
hold jobs outside of the curling
world.

The recent Scott Tournament
of Hearts featured some of the
best competition it had seen in
years. The scores were close, the
shot making dramatic and the
upsets were plenty. Five-time
reigning champ Colleen Jones
was sent home in the tiebreaker
round, and a new champion was
crowned: Manitoba’s Jennifer
Jones.

The men’s championship, The
Brier, is in full swing and is shap-
ing up to be just as exciting.

So why not embrace the game,
grab your favourite snacks, get a
beer and watch the match? Or
you could be even more adven-
turous and try curling. It’s never
too late to start—Team Saskatch-
ewan’s Sherri Singler didn'’t start
until she was 23.

Samsung 512MB PC3200
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Dalhousie Tigers
- Season Reviews

Jenn Casey
Sports Contributor

This is the first in a series of sea-
son reviews for Dal'’s varsity team.
The remaining teams will be cov-
ered next week.

SOCCER
Men’s
12GP (6-6-0) H (4-1-0) A (2-5-0)
Goals: F-23 A-19 Pts: 18
3rd in East Division 6th in AUS

The men’s soccer team started
out with high expectations—and
delivered on them with some
huge wins. But by mid-season
the injury bug had plagued just
about every player on the squad.

“Every game we've had four
or five guys that are forced to
watch the game because they’re
injured,” forward Olusegun
Famuyide said during the season
while sporting a braced knee.

At one point the men teetered
on the brink of losing playoff
chances, but were able to win
some key games at the end of the
season. They lost 5-2 in the AUS
semi-finals to St. Mary’s.

Women's

13GP (8-1-4) H (4-0-3) A (4-1-1)
Goals: F-23 A-5 Pits: 28

1st in Division 2nd in AUS

The ladies dominated defen-
sively, letting in the fewest goals
in the AUS. They also dominated
the AUS all-star teams with six
players getting the nod. But what
they couldn’t dominate were the
UPEI Panthers. The ladies’ in-
credible run ended with a 2-0
loss to the first-place Panthers.

“l know as the losing team
you're not supposed to say this,
but it was a robbery,” said mid-
fielder Leah Kutcher. “We got

tough breaks, we were the better -

team.”
Look for the team to bounce

Jilliane Goulet
Volleyball

Jilliane Gou
versity Female
honoured for at

Jet is this week’s Dalhousie Uni-
Athlete of the Week. Goulet was
hird time as a second team all-

back for next season, as they only
stand to lose a possible seven

- players to graduation.

CROSS-COUNTRY
Men's
(AUS) Rank: 2 Win: 11 Loss: 5
Points: 22
AUS Champions, 5th at CIS
Championship

The men’s team was not short
of stars, but Paul Chafe seemed
to shine the most, winning the
three AUS meets he participated
in, including the AUS champion-
ship.

“Matthew (Sheffield) and
I had agreed to tie and then I
sprinted past him at the end,”
said Paul Chafe, smiling mischie-
vously.

But Chafe and the Tigers
couldn’t pull out a win at the CIS
championship. Chafe finished
fourth, behind three University
of Windsor runners, and the
team finished fifth overall.

Women's

(AUS) Rank: tie for Ist Win: 18
Loss: 2 Points: 36

AUS Champions, CIS Champions

Possibly the most suc-
cessful Dal team this year—the
ladies are in possession of our
only national CIS banner to date
(the only other possibilities left
are the Track and Field teams).

“I'm really happy with the
team’s performance,” said coach
Dan Hennigar. “Everyone per-
formed so well when it mattered
the most and they overcame
some tough circumstances.”

All-star  Janice  Ashworth
dominated the field with five
first-place finishes during the
season and a silver medal finish
at nationals.

Athletes of the Week

Jeff Weiler
Volileyball

131

cipient of th

Jeff Weiler is this week's Dalhousie University |
Male Athlete of the Week. Weiler was honoured
for the second consecutive sea'so.n :
Libero of the Year award; remaining the lone re
e trophy that was handed out for the
first time in 2003/04. Also named to the second

i t har
_Canadian team, he fough _ :
< at their twenty-sixth consecutive

HOCKEY
Men’s

GP-28 (W 8-L 15-T 4-OL 1) Goals:

F-65 A-96 Pts: 21
7th in AUS - missed playoffs

It's no mystery why the men’s
hockey team didn't make the
playoffs: the other teams scored
more goals than they did—31
more goals, to be precise.

“We're starting to get frus-
trated,” said forward Jonah Le-
Roux during midseason. “We
came out flying early in the year
and couldn’t capitalize. Now, our
confidence is low and guys are
feeling the pressure.”

And whereas some teams
flourish under pressure, others
crumble. In their last ten games
of the season, the men only man-
aged two wins—not the best way
to earn a playoff spot.

A few bright lights under the
rubble were rookie defenseman
Corey Leclair getting the nod for
the AUS Second All-star team
and Dominic Noel winning the
television reality show “Making
the Cut,” earning himself a tryout
with an NHL club.

Women'’s

GP- 18 (4P -6 2PW-0 1PW-0 L-12
T-0) Goals: F-42 A-52 Pts: 24

3rd in AUS

It wasn't pretty, it didn’t start
off well and they were outscored
most of the time, but the women
managed to win the important
games.

Due to the structure of the
women’s league in the AUS, cer-
tain games are designated to be
worth more points than others.
The Dal women lost 12 games but
won six four-point games—good
enough to win third place.

But unfortunately this isn’t
a fairy tale: the ladies lost in the
AUS semi-final in a crushing 2-1
overtime defeat... at the hands of
St. Mary's.
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S:Is‘t?ip‘aheld this past weekend at .the University
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had a solid weekend for the Tigers. Through three
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