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www.mytechdept.com

it's cold. You're lazy.

You're also out of ink.

Call-MY-Tech Dept.
for CHEAP INK.

DSU Council Meeting ‘9,,,,,,,,”

The next meeting of the DSU Council will be | | amwiim w2 | | 452-3573
on January 26" at 6:30pm in the Council

Chambers. Enter to win an all-expense-paid trip to visit
Calgary and the Rocky Mountains!
i ‘ Department of Biochemistry & Molecular Biology
_ SOCIety l nfo 2005 National Graduate Studies Entrance Competition
‘Anyone interested in joining a society come out to ,
th For details see www.ucalgary.ca/bmb/
the MC'”“GS ROOm on TU@Sday, January 25 ) Application Deadline 28 January 2005

11:00am — 3:00pm and check out all the societies
Dalhousie has to offer.

View the DSU’s Audited Financial
Statements (Year ended March 31, 2004) at
www.dsu.ca > About Us > DSU Finances

Dalhousie Student Union Annual Charity Ball
. Friday January28®
All proceeds go to LT Chris Saunders Trust Fund

For more information contact
Mark Szepes, VP (Student Life)

Tiger Patrol
The DSU, in collaboration with Dalhousie
University, provides students with a free
shuttle service. Check out the schedule

“and routes online at www.dsu.ca. EVERY WEDNESDAY
T e e el BB MKESHaPD PACKIN WEDNESDA Y

Live Entertainment

EVERY THURSDAY
tHER ary tHudeas

Come get the therapy you need

EVERY FRIDAY

FUSION FRIDAY

The DSU gives out $4 O ! 0 O O in Gra‘nts Come shake your ass to Halifax' Hottest Tunes
to students and societies each
year. Each student is eligible for
up to $100 per semester and each
ratified society is eligible for up
to $1000 per semester. For more
information, contact Tamara Conrod,
DSU VP (Internal) at dsuvpi@dal.ca.




Editorial

Catherine Cooper
Editor-in-Chief

When 1 was in elementary
school in southern Manitoba, ev-
ery morning before class we recit-
ed the Lord’s Prayer and were read
a passage from the Bible. Mean-
while, the non-Catholic kids had
to sit quietly or leave the room.
Later, in Sierra Leone, my entire
school assembled every morning
before class and again after lunch
for a 15-minute assembly at which
we recited Christian prayers. At-
tendance at this assembly was
mandatory.

These days, having prayers in
public schools is unheard of in
Canada. Of course, it's good that
schools don’t exclude non-Chris-
tians any more, but the alternative
should be to include all religions
in schools rather than excluding
religion from public education al-
together.

In last year’s religion issue of
the Gazette, news editor Jenn Mor-
rison wrote an opinions piece en-
titled “Who Killed Pontius Pilate?”
In the article, Jenn addressed our
generation’s lack of religious edu-
cation, and wrote that “most peo-
ple I know in their early 20s are
atheists... or agnostics. Those rare
20-somethings who do have faith
have it quietly.”

Itdoes seem like thereisa trend
among young people in this part

that so many people are so cynical
about religion.

Recently, however, it occurred
to me that it might actually be
a good sign. I remember being
shocked when I realised that no
one at my school in Sierra Leone
actually knew the words of the
prayers that they were saying—
they just mimicked the sounds. In
retrospect, I'm not sure how dif-
ferent that assembly was from our
morning prayers in Manitoba—
we may have understood the lan-
guage, but we didn't really think
about the meaning of the prayer,
nor were we encouraged to.

As a kid, I never used to ask
questions about my religion. I
said the same prayer every day,
but I never thought about what
it meant. Religion for me was all
about fear—you had to be good
or God was going to strike you
down.

The rejection of organised re-
ligion might indicate a break with
blind tradition that will lead to the

page 5). But if religious education
is optional and is not offered un-
til high school (if at all) only those
who are already open-minded
about the topic will study it.

Learning about religion is im-
portant to the development of
individuals and societies. It is a
topic that is interesting both as
an anthropological and historical
study and as a part of the develop-
ment of young minds and souls.
As long as it is excluded from con-
versations and classrooms, there
will be religious intolerance and
ignorance.

It will continue to be an un-
comfortable subject, and young
people will continue to have vague
beliefs that they can only explore
privately because talking about
religion is not socially acceptable.

Understanding other religions,
seeing the similarities between re-
ligions and even just being able to
discuss and explore their beliefs
would clear up alot of the miscon-
ceptions that people have about

History has shown us that we can’t always rely on
parents to educate their children

development of spirituality that
comes from within rather than
being imposed (see page 7). It’s
good that people won't accept sit-

other faiths (see page 4). Obvious-
ly, a lot of parents would get up-
set if their children were learning
about other faiths in school—but
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abstaining from premarital sex or
alcohol because of your religious
beliefs? Weird. Talking to people
from outside your religious com-
munity about your faith? Cultish.
I used to find it discouraging

recent editorial, our laws “guar-
antee us freedom of religion, not
freedom from religion.”
Comparative religion courses
are now offered at university and
some public high schools (see

of being ridiculed by their peers or
ostracized by their religious com-
munities, they run far less risk of
ending up confused, intolerant or

cynical.
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Employer Information Sessions = Upcoming Events
Invesiors Group Do you have the commltment and Investors Group
drive to succeed? Canada’s leading personal financial January 19, 1:00-2:30pm
services company may have the right opportunity for you. Council Chambers, SUB
Enterprise Rent-A-Car: Are you self motivated and have Enterprise Rent-A-Car
the ability to think on your feet? Regardiess of your major,  January 20, 1:00-2:30pm
the Managment Trainee Program may be for you! Room 307, SUB
jron Ore: Welcomes 2005 graduates from Engineering, Iron Ore
Geology and Business to learn more about their Graduate  January 24, 9:00am-12:00pm
Development Programs. Co-op students are also Room 224, SUB
welcome to learn about summer opportunities.
Summer Job Fair
Visit www.dal.ca/sec for more information. February 11, 10:00-4:00pm
Loyola Building, SMU DALHOUSIE
o s : UNIVERSITY
4th Floor » Student Union Building + 446-6136 University Avenue * Tel: (902) 494-3537
To access job postings go to www.dal.ca/sec
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The Doors are Open at  DSU Abandons Controversial
Dal’s Chaplaincy Office [ndemnity Form

Chaplain Clement Mehliman.

Kevin Wasko
Staff Contributor

chaplain is usually pictured

s a holy man cloaked in a

robe with a Bible in his hand. But

if you were expecting this image

upon visiting Dalhousie’s Chap-

laincy Office, you may be in for
a shock.

Clement Mehlman is the coor-
dinator of the Chaplaincy Office
and one of eight chaplains work-
ing at Dalhousie University, and
he doesn't fit the typical chaplain
image. A pleasant man with a ju-
bilant and welcoming approach,
Mehlman came to Dalhousie in
1997. The role of chaplain has
been a second career for him,
after spending years as a high
school English teacher.

But within moments of sitting
down with Mehlman, it is evident
that this is the job he was born to
do.

“It’s like a hobby,” says Mehl-
man. “I like doing it.”

Situated at 1321 Edward St.,
the Chaplaincy Office provides
campus space to pray, meditate,
engage in conversation and seek
spiritual guidance. “It’s a place to
respond to the needs of students,
staff and faculty at Dalhousie,”
says Mehlman. “We consider the
entire range of needs but our
specialty is spiritual needs.” The
building even includes a prayer
and meditation room, available

to people of all faiths.

The chaplains maintain of-
fice hours so that one is on duty
each day from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The chaplains hold consulta-
tion sessions with the advisors
of Dal’s religious societies twice a
year to develop relationships and
plan joint projects. They are also
present.at student and faculty
orientations and campus events,
and they conduct the interment
and memorial services in June
for those who have donated their
bodies for medical research. The
office also organizes lectures and
other special events, which are
aimed at nurturing the faiths of
the Dalhousie community.

The Chaplaincy Office serves
a diversity of religious needs.
“During Ramadan, students
gathered here for evening prayer
and to break their fast. On Mon-
days, there is noon time Bud-
dhist meditation, Tuesdays there
is Christian meditation, Wednes-
days there is Labyrinth spiritual-
ity, and so on,” says Mehlman.
“We also provide leadership
within our own faith communi-
ties to students of those particu-
lar faiths.”

The concerns that bring stu-
dents to the Chaplaincy Office
are as varied as their religious
belief, says Mehlman. Still, he

wishes that more students would |

use his service. He thinks that the
relocation of the office to a house
on the edge of campus from its
former location on the fourth
floor of the SUB has attributed to
a decrease in traffic.

“We struggle to be available
to the university community,” he
says. “That’s one of the biggest is-
sues. If I had a goal for the office
for the upcoming year it would
be to make more students aware
of this place as a place for quiet
reflection and satisfying conver-
sation.”

For more information about
the Chaplaincy Office, visit their
website at www.dal.calchaplain-
cy or stop by the “faith fair” in the
lobby of the Student Union Build-
ing, Jan. 19.

Philip Carpenter
Staff Contributor

Dalhousie Student Union

indemnity contract requir-
ing individual society members
to accept liability for legal mis-
haps at society events has been
abandoned after months of con-
troversy.

The DSU executive an-
nounced at a Dec. 1 council
meeting that a new “acknowl-
edgment form” would replace
the much-maligned indemnity
form, citing society concerns as
the reason for the old form’s re-
assessment.

The new form is designed to
make society directors aware of
their responsibility to abide by all
DSU policies, by-laws and regu-
lations. The revised form also ex-
plicitly reminds signatories that
their societies may be subject
to disciplinary measures under
the DSU'’s society policy for any
violations, much as the Law Stu-
dents’ Society was sanctioned
last semester. But unlike the in-
demnity form, the acknowledge-

ment form does not make soci-
ety members incur legal liability
when their activities go wrong.

“This is the culmination of all
concerns expressed to us and the
result of a choice to reexamine
what impact the indemnity form
was having,” said DSU president
Curtis McGrath.

The replacement of the in-
demnity form was announced
the day before a question and
answer session with the DSU
lawyer Tim Hill and insurance
broker Jim Henry.

According to McGrath, Henry
has given the DSU some feedback
on its new form. “We received
generally positive remarks,”
McGrath said. “[Our insurers]
are happy that we are taking all
necessary precautions and due
diligence to reduce their possible
exposure to a claim.”

McGrath also said that the
acknowledgement form would
be attached to a revised society
policy as an appendix later this
term. This may appease some
opponents of the indemnity
form, who were concerned about

the way it was implemented.

“A lot of people had problems
because the [indemnity] form
was just thrust on us by the exec-
utives ... and the indemnity form
was not what is in the society
policy,” said Ezra Edelstein, the
Board of Governors representa-
tive to DSU council.

According to Edelstein, the
acknowledgement form will still
present difficulties for the DSU.
“This is an issue we have to deal
with and [the acknowledgement
form]-is an amicable solution.”

Liam O’Brien, president of
the Dalhousie-King’s Conserva-
tives Association, said that the
new acknowledgement form is
“a step in the right direction,”
but declined detailed comment
until the association could con-
sult with its members. Before
the DSU’s change of heart, the
association had asked the DSU
Judicial Board for an advisory
opinion on the indemnity form.
In an upcoming meeting, the as-
sociation will discuss whether to
continue with its application to
the board.

Celebrating World Religion Day

Catherine Cooper
Editor-in-Chief

€« Let your vision be world

embracing, rather than
confined to your own self” is the
theme of World Religion Day,
which was first started by mem-
bers of the Baha'i faith and has
been observed worldwide on the
third Sunday of January since
1950. This year, World Religion
Day falls on Jan. 16 and will be
celebrated with music, dance,
readings and prayers from a va-
riety of faiths.

2004 marked the first time
that World Religion Day had
been celebrated in Halifax with
performances instead of panels
and speeches. Among highlights
from last year were the power-

ful voices of a Baptist choir, an
impressively coordinated Baha'i
slapdance and the beautiful sim-
plicity of David Korn singing He-

-— @ .~\_3§Q . A

brew folksongs a capella.

This year’s celebration will
focus on youth, and most of the
performers will be children and
young adults.

The official purpose of the

event is to “foster the establish-
ment of interfaith understanding
and harmony by emphasizing the
common denominators underly-
ing all religions,” according to the
World Religion Day website.

“The recent Southeast Asia
disaster has fostered our sense of
oneness as a human family and
brought a stronger desire to cel-
ebrate that kinship,” says Halifax
event organiser Fran Maclean.
An event like World Religion Day
is an opportunity to do so.

Celebrate World Religion Day
at the First Baptist Church this
Sunday, Jan. 16, at 3 p.m. Ad-
mission is free, but donations for
the Food Bank and for UNICEF’s
tsunami victims’ fund will be ac-
cepted at the door.
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Religion in the Classroom

Sarah Vanderwolf
Staff Contributor

W“hen World Religion Day
began in 1950, it was un-
heard of for any public university
to offer religious studies. Now, 55
years later, Dalhousie has its own
department dedicated to the
study of religions. But Dal’s Com-
parative Religion Department is
not officially taking part in this
year’s celebration.

The department looks at re-
ligions academically—the Bible,
for instance, may only be taught
as a historical and literary docu-
ment, not as the word of God.
Likewise, the close affiliation
of World Religion Day with the
Baha'i faith doesn'’t jive with the
department’s secular approach
to religion.

World Religion Day was origi-
nally designed by Baha'i com-
munities throughout the United
States as a way of “fostering the
establishment of interfaith un-
derstanding and harmony by
emphasizing the common de-
nominators underlying all reli-
gions.”

Christine Kelly, a fourth-year
comparative religion student
and president of the Compara-
tive Religion Society, says her so-
ciety’s involvement in World Re-
ligion Day is “usually peripheral”
because it is out of place for any
secular academic institution to
endorse a particular group, such
as the Baha'i faith.

The Comparative Religion
Department at Dal is still very
small, with only a handful of stu-
dents majoring in the program

and just two faculty members:
Dr. Terry Woo, who specializes in
Asian religions, and Dr. Mathew
Mitchell, who specializes in Ju-
deo-Christianity.

could be valuable to students in
the West, particularly to dispel
stereotypes. The media often
show “misrepresentations of a
very complex tradition,” she says.

Dalhousie has had its own department dedicated
to the study of religions for 55 years. But Dal’s
Comparative Religion Department is not officially
taking part in this year’s [World Religion Day]

celebration.

Although the department
covers most of the world’s major
religions, its small size shows in
one area: there is no specialist for
Islam.

“I think it’s absolutely dread-
ful, just dreadful, that there’s no
Islamist,” says Woo.

According to Christine Kelly,
knowledge of the Islamic faith

The only class on Islam offered
this term has a full wait list, indi-
cating that interest in the Muslim
faith exists, even if the teaching
resources do not.

Woo says that an education in
religions is useful and increases
awareness of cross- cultural dif-
ferences in beliefs and attitudes.
“There is faculty-wide support

for courses in comparative reli-
gion,” he says.

Because church and state
are supposedly separate institu-
tions in North America, religious
study used to be taboo in Cana-
dian and American universities.
But the matter was brought to a
head several decades ago when a
group of ministers took Universi-
ty of Washington English profes-
sor Dr. David Fowler to court for
teaching an English class entitled
“Bible as Literature.”

The case went all the way to
the U.S. Supreme Court, which
ruled in favour of the university’s
right to teach courses on religion.
The verdict had a ripple effect
across the continent and gave
many universities the assurance
to establish a religions depart-
ment without fear of reprisal.

Katie Maskell
Staff Contributor .

n this year’s World Religion

Day, the Dalhousie Naviga-
tors and Campus Crusade for
Christ are placing their faith in
Christianity.

Both groups believe in the
ultimate power of God and the
Bible, and their members seek
to spread God’s word and apply
it to their daily lives by maintain-
ing their faith and reaching out
to others.

about issues.”

The Navigators and Campus
Crusade for Christ, both local
subdivisions of international or-
ganizations, offer Bible studies
and discipleship groups at Dal.
Yet for society members, going
to church and reading the Bible
only scratches the surface of
their faith.

“It's one thing ... to go to
church and learn stuff,” says
Adam Cox, a Computer Science
student and logintime member
of the Navigators. “It’s another

“It’s one thing ... to go to church and learn stuff.
It’s another to kind of let it affect your whole life
and things day-to-day. It's not a weekly thing or

something you learn or have a class in.”

- Adam Cox, Dalhousie Navigators

“Our main purpose is getting
what we do out there,” says Tyler
Mattheis, an IDS student and a
member of Campus Crusade for
Christ. “We seek to introduce
[people] to Christ, to show them
what Christianity is. We try to
create a place where they go in
their faith, where they can ask
questions, where we can debate

to kind of let it affect your whole
life and things day-to-day. It'’s not
a weekly thing or something you
learn or have a class in.”

In today’s troubled times, par-
ticularly with last month’s tsuna-
mi in South East Asia, students
may question how Christians on
campus can maintain their faith
in a world seemingly overridden
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Christians on Campus Want

by death and destruction.

“I think in a situation like this
it'’s really easy to say ‘Oh, there
is no God,”” says nursing stu-
dent Anna Thomson, another
member of Campus Crusade for
Christ. “But I think we kind of
have to not look past it, but look
at it being an awesome opportu-
nity for you to actually consider
if there is a God or not because
I think a lot of people don’t even

want to go there. I think a crisis
like this almost makes you step |

back and say ‘Okay, what is my
life all about? Is there more than
just me here?””

Mattheis gives a similarly
complex answer when asked |

about worldwide affliction.
“Isay that we as Christians be-

lieve that we essentially live in a |

world that is fallen, impure, with-
out a hope,” he says. “We say that
through Christ and through what
He taught and through what He
said He offers a light to the world,
away out. He, in the end, has said
He's going to come back and He’s
going to make things right, back
to the way it was supposed to
be before people sort of messed
it up. It's not going to make life
easy, but it gives life purpose, it

You to Believe

Top: Dalhousie
Navigatiors .. ...

" Bottom: Campus—..t
' Crusade for Christ :

glves; , life hope, ;lditputsthﬁlg”s:‘ ——
I guess, in a perspective that is
difficult to understand. It offers a

real hope as opposed to a man-
made hope.”

Whether you believe in Chris-
tianity, another religion or no re-
ligion at all, these students want
you to remain open-minded. “I
would encourage people who
don’t know about our group ...

Mg o

to come out and see what we're
all about,” says Thomson. “By no
means are we pushy ... but we
do want to provide an opportu-
nity for Christians to get involved
and to feel like they're a part of
something. And we do want to
give people who don’t know a lot
about Christianity the opportu-
nity to learn more.”

All-Night LAN Party January 157
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The Jewish Students  Scjentists Put
Faith Behind “

Association

Laura Hynes
Staff Contributor

alhousie is home to several
Dreligious organizations that
promote the ideas behind events
like World Religion Day, and the
Jewish Students Association
(JSA) is certainly one of them.
The Dal branch of this society
says it strives to play an impor-
tant role in the community.

“The JSA is an organization
that promotes Jewish identity
and provides a comfortable and
welcoming environment for stu-
dents,” says Sari Disenhouse,
Dal’s JSA president.

The JSA is an Atlantic Cana-
dian group that functions in as-
sociation with local and national
Jewish organizations, such as
the Atlantic Jewish Council. The
Dalhousie chapter alone has 500

members.

“The JSA holds many different
activities, including Shabbat din-
ners, Israel advocacy groups, Ho-
locaust education and a variety
of speakers,” says Disenhouse.
The JSA ran Halifax's recent first-
ever Holocaust Education Week.
Their other events are aimed at
university students but have also
been attended by several high
schools and community groups.

As part of its broader mis-
sion, the group took partin a col-
laborative event last year to pro-
mote peaceful relations between
the Jewish and Muslim religions
religions, Disenhouse says. “It is
a goal for the JSA to improve re-
lations and fix misconceptions
between Jews and other groups
or religions.”

300 schools across Japan.
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* a cash bonus
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TeEACH ENGLISH IN JAPAN!

If you have a Bachelor’s degree and very strong English communication skills, this is
your chance to seize an exciting opportunity. We're secking friendly, enthusiastic

- individuals to teach conversational English to adults and/or children at one of our

* a subsidised, private, furnished apartment

* medical insurance

* more than three weeks of paid vacation annually
* paid return airfare upon contract completion

Interviewing in Halifax the weekend of January 29, 2005. To apply online visit

our Web site. or send your résumé and a one-page essay on why you want to live and
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Master's or PhD degree.

The hest overall university in Canada according to Maclean’s.
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Neal Cody

| Staff Contributor

Do humans need to believe
in a higher power? Although
this has been a philosophical
question for ages, new research
shows that we may actually have
a gene that drives us to believe in
God.

Geneticist Dean Hamer, chief
of the Gene Structure and Regu-
lation Unit at the U.S. National
Cancer Institute, discovered the
gene, after analyzing more than
2,000 DNA samples and exten-
sively interviewing over 1,000
people. He details his theories
and findings in a new book, The
God Gene: How Faith Is Hard-
wired into Our Genes.

In his study, Hamer drew a
line between religious activity
and spiritual feelings, saying the
two are not necessarily the same.
To measure spirituality separate-
ly from religion, he used a scale of
“self-transcendence,” what Ham-
er describes as “at-one-ness,” or

| a measure of someone’s capacity
| to reach beyond one'’s self.

Hamer ranked subjects from
highest to lowest on the self-
transcendence scale and began
digging for a genetic link. He dis-
covered a gene variation known
as VMAT2, which was. directly
related to self-transcendence.
Curiously, women are about 18

| per cent more likely than men to
| have the gene.

VMAT?2 is linked to the con-
trol of crucial brain chemicals,
the same chemicals released by

| drugs that induce “mystical-like

experiences.” These chemicals
influence spirituality by altering
the sense of consciousness—the
awareness of ourselves and the
universe around us.

Hamer thinks the gene may
exist to give humans an innate
sense of optimism, instilling a
will to live despite the foreknowl-
edge of death. It could also serve
to draw us closer together, giving
our ancestors a reason to band
together for safety.

Despite his research, Hamer
explains that VMAT2 is unlikely

More than
God Gene”

“The question of ‘Is there a God?’ may be beyond science, but a deep-
er understanding of why we believe in God may be within our grasp.”
— Dr. Dean Hamer, writing in the Toronto Sun

to be the only gene involved.
“There might be another 50
genes with a similar ability,” he
told the Edmonton Journal. “And

environmental influences are
just as important as genetics.”
Hamer’s research isn't the

first to look at biology’s role in
spirituality. In 1979, University of
Minnesota researchers followed
31 pairs of fraternal twins and
53 pairs of identical twins who
had been separated at birth. The
scientists were looking for traits
and habits that the separated
twins had in common. They
theorized that traits found more
commonly among the identical
twins were likely to be passed
genetically (due to their identi-
cal DNA), whereas traits shared
equally amongst identical and
fraternal twins were more likely
to have been caused by their en-
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vironment.

As it turned out, the identi-
cal twins were twice as likely as
fraternal twins to share the same
level of spirituality. However,
the correlation didn’'t hold when
comparing their dedication to
organized religion. Scientists
concluded that while spirituality
was hereditary, commitment to
religious rituals was a product of
one’s environment. Similar stud-
ies in Virginia and Australia con-
firmed the study’s findings.

Hamer does not think his sci-
entific research on religion con-
firms or denies the existence of
God.

“The question of ‘Is there a
God? may be beyond science,”
he writes in a Toronto
Sun article, “but a deeper un-
derstanding of why we believe in
God may be within our grasp.”
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Unity of Faith

An Altar boy’s story of life in Dakar

Philip Duguay
Staff Contributor

'm guilty of being a Catholic.

Or am I just a guilty Catholic?
Sometimes I don’t know. I live 25
meters from a Roman Catholic
church but I rarely attend mass.
Nor have I been to confession in
years. I am pro-choice, pro-gay
marriage, prophylactic... well
you know what I mean. About
the only thing the Pope and I
agree on politically is that the
war in Iraq is wrong. I held all
these beliefs when I left Dalhou-
sie last year to go on an exchange.
Upon arriving in Dakar, Senegal,
I had a hard time swallowing the
dominant role of religion in the
Senegalese lifestyle.

As a former altar server and
devout Catholic schoolboy, I felt
that I knew a lot about faith. I be-
came alienated from the Church
at the age of fifteen. I realized
when studying for my Confirma-
tion that 98 per cent of my class-
mates had no idea why they were
joining the Church organisation.
Confirmation is when a young
Catholic—usually in the throes
of mid-puberty—reconfirms his
or her faith in front of their par-
ish and family. Following the cer-
emony, the Confirmed become
full members of the Catholic
Church. One’s teenage years are
oftentimes tumultuous enough,
so when the Bishop comes over
from the city, slaps you on the
cheek and spreads oil on your al-
ready pimply face, it’s rather trau-
matic. To make matters worse,
our parish inherited a more hard-
line, stern priest around this time
period. His style and demean-
our contrasted sharply with the
priests I had known growing up.
I stopped attending church and
didn'’t pray for years.

In Dakar, I saw people of the
country’s two major faiths in-
termingling very comfortably.
Catholics would always be in-
vited to Muslim feasts, and vice
versa. The Senegalese displayed
their faith in everyday actions
and words. I learned that Mus-
lims see Jesus Christ as one of
the great prophets. My Muslim
friends were convinced that we
all prayed to the same God, and
that more united us than divided
us. Catholic mass in Dakar was
exhilarating: choirs in colourful
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gowns sang in the indigenous
language of Wolof, accompanied
by djembé (tam-tam) players.
Passages from Scripture were
read with force and meaning.

I feel that we in Canada are
slightly afraid of prayer, public
signs of faith and even talking
about faith, for that matter. We
are so obsessed with political
correctness and the avoidance
of offending anyone that we tend
to quash our thought processes
on faith and spirituality. For ex-
ample, this past weekend’s na-
tional commemoration for the
Asian tsunami victims was seen
as controversial by many be-

In Dakar, I saw people of
the country’s two major
faiths intermingling very
comfortably. Catholics
would always be invited
to Muslim feasts, and
vice versa.

cause it included a multi-faith
prayer service. Yes, faith is an in-
ner dialogue, but openly sharing
our thoughts and concerns can
provoke more soul searching.
While I know that no religion is
perfect—especially the one I was
born into—I am confident that
religion can have a positive im-
pact on everyday life.

When I now hear a sermon I
don’t agree with, I remember that
a) the priest giving it does indeed
have good intentions, and b) he
doesn’t represent all the millions
of members of my Church. I will
search for the good in every faith
from now on, just as we should
all search for the good in each
other. We have more to benefit
from open talk about religion,
spirituality and faith than we do
from ignoring these subjects al-
together. For years I demonized
my faith because- of ignorant
Confirmation classmates and one
wacko priest. I've come to realize
that ideas are bigger than peo-

ple. Many ideas espoused by the -

Catholic Church are omnipres-
ent in other religions, and in turn
permeate general moral wisdom.
On this common ground, struck
between the world’s various re-
ligions, we can all move forward
together—but we can only meet
there through open dialogue.
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Coming to Terms

Li Dong
opmlons@dalgazette ca

with Spiritualism

Greg Hughes
Staff Contributor

have a deeply confused rela-
tionship with what is called
“God.”

I'm a good person. I love my
family, work hard and confront
my failings with truth and deter-
mination. I love doing commu-
nity activities and charity work. I
like to think—as most of us do—
that I'm on the right path.

But I'm also a sinner.

I wake up every day with
the same existentialist fear and
loathing as we all do—my life is
a sea of ideas and passions that
make me wonder if, on my death
bed, I'll have to repent, for the
end is nigh. But for some reason,
I doubt it.

I know I've made mistakes, as
everyone has, but for my destiny
to be determined by the rigidity
of blind faith is something I can’t
live with.

In truth, any relationship I
have with “God” involves a mix-
ture of history, politics and day-
to-day actions. I've been exposed
my idea of “God” not through a
minister (a profession I have the
deepest respect for), but through
the lenses of the human heart,
uncertain what it all means or if
there'’s even a way to understand
what “God” means. I've seen it
while looking into the eyes of ex-
girlfriends late at night, my mind
questioning why a supposedly
compassionate God would make
me choose between loving some-
one—before marriage—and ab-
stinence.

I saw it the night I was drunk
beyond the pale, sitting on a dank
bathroom floor and wondering
why He seemed affixed to Cap-
tain Morgan’s face—and I saw it
yet again when some friends of
mine died for no reason, other
than from being in the wrong
place at the wrong time.

For a time, I cursed God and
hated whatever “it” was. Upon
quitting my church at 17, I tried
to find any excuse I could to rel-
ish my anger towards faith and
what I perceived as the rampant
“judgmentalism” of Christianity.
I used the West's cultural weap-
ons against the divine. I took up
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| looked at Ned Flanders on The Simpsons as an all-too-literal example
of how the Church can take unabashed joy out of your life.

books like Umberto Eco’s brilliant
In The Name of The Rose and se-
lectively enjoyed parts that were
decidedly anti-Christian. I read
extensively on the role of Chris-
tianity in Western history and
turned my back on faiths of all
stripes. I looked at Ned Flanders
on The Simpsons as an all-too-lit-
eral example of how the Church
can take unabashed joy out of

For a time, I cursed
God and hated what-

“3

ever it” was.
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your life.

Today, I'm still not Anglican
and not sure if I'll go back. I still
love The Simpsons and Umberto
Eco. I still think history is fraught
with the Janus-faced role of re-
ligion. And here we are, in 2005,
and our primal need to know the
essence of ourselves still lends
itself to violence, mass murder
and intolerance.

But I've come to a point of
peace in my spiritual life. I no

' 452-3573

longer think religion is a force
that does more harm than
good—quite the contrary. I can
see the varying shades of spiri-
tual grey that comes out of books
like In The Name of The Rose or
acknowledge the vast swaths of
irony that envelop Ned Flanders
and The Simpsons.

Yet perhaps I don’t subscribe
to the unblinking need for orga-
nized religion anymore, nor do I
think people should go without
some idea about spirituality in
their lives. This is fundamental
to me: blind faith is dangerous,
but ever-evolving ideas about
the spiritual life can be a form of
personal salvation. Perhaps one
day I'll go back to the Church. Or
maybe I'll become a Buddhist. Or
Muslim. Or none of the above—
the point is, it doesn’'t matter,
does it?

Maybe this is what matters
about being human and spiritual
in 2005: the recognition that I'm
not wedged on some rigid path
on the road towards the divine.
We can let our ideas about faith
change—that is what we, as peo-
ple, do everyday.
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Good work, but...

I have enjoyed just about ev-
ery issue in the Gazette this year
and I also really appreciate the
Gazette staff’s efforts to cover a
range of topics and opinions.

This week’s issue was of par-
ticular interest to me because
Quentin Casey discussed his
thoughts on Danny Williams’
latest actions in the offshore oil
dispute. I've been following this
issue extensively as I am a New-
foundlander, an individual who's
interested in political issues, and
an undergraduate economics
student whose main thesis topic
is Canada’s Equalization Policy.

Up front, I'd like to thank
Quentin for his great edito-
rial. Danny Williams is asking
for something quite unreason-
able. Why should the province
of Newfoundland and Labra-
dor receive special exemption?
I haven't quite figured out if
Newfoundland would become a
‘have’ province in the short term
if the province were to gain 100
per cent control over its offshore
oil revenues. If that is in fact the
case, I feel that full control still
shouldn’t be handed over un-
less many extreme restrictions,
penalties, and deadlines are im-
posed. I mean come on, this is
all politics: there’s still room to
screw up even if Danny gets what
he wants at the end of the day.

Danny Williams is also act-
ing like a baby. Pulling down the
Canadian flags is only going to
make the province’s image and
problems worse.

The only criticism I have to
put on the table is of Quentin’s
background research. In his edi-
torial he said: “Poor, ‘have-not’
provinces like Newfoundland
and Nova Scotia receive equal-
ization payments from ‘have’
provinces that enable them to
provide programs and institu-

tions equal to those in central
and western Canada.”

In reality, have-not provinces
actually receive their equaliza-
tion transfers from a pool of
funds specially allocated from
the federal budget. According to
“Intergovernmental Fiscal Rela-
tions in Canada” by Boadway and
Hobson: “...equalization pay-
ments to the have-not provinces
are funded out of general federal
revenues rather than through
direct transfers from the have
provinces.”

Quentin’s incorrect claim is
not unusual. I have come across
other media articles that allude
to the same idea. However, it still
demonstrates poor background
research. I do not want
this email to be taken as harsh
criticism toward Quentin or an-
other Newfoundlander getting all
up in the Gazette’s face and de-
fensive. I merely wanted to point
out the mistake and provide some
information. So Quentin and the
Gazette: keep up the good work!
As for that “fashionable” Sarto-
rial Eloquence column, that’s a
whole other story...

Frances I. Middleton

Response:

Thanks for your reply and en-
couragement of our work. One
comment: My portrayal of equal-
ization payments was simply a
rough and quick description of a
very complicated issue (as is ap-
parent from your writing a thesis
on the topic.) My approach is
similar to all of the national news
articles and commentaries that I
consulted for research purposes.
I am aware—and I hope most
people are, too—that equaliza-
tion funds are not sent from in-
dividual ‘have’ provinces directly
to ‘have not’ provinces like New-
foundland or Nova Scotia. Ralph
Klein doesn’t personally sign a

cheque to Danny Williams. Yes,

the money comes from the feds |

and is allotted by the govern-
ment in the budget, but the point
is that the money comes from
somewhere—namely  wealthy
provinces. The tooth fairy cer-
tainly didn’t drop it into the fed-
eral coffers. QC

Oil and gas editorial: A load of
hot air?

I am writing to express my
disappointment with the most
recent editorial in the Gazette. At
first I thought it was simply going
to be an article depicting Danny
Williams' decision to remove
the Canadian flag from Govern-
ment buildings as a cheap po-
litical stunt, which I agree with.
Condemning Williams’ behavior
is all well and good, but I think
you did an awful job of providing
background for the story.

For someone who has no
foreknowledge of the issue, this
is the situation you present:
Danny Williams wanted 100 per
cent of offshore gas revenue, the
feds agreed but rather than being
pleased Williams acted like a rav-
ing lunatic because he “is acting
out of spite and for media atten-
tion.”

Ok, it’s an opinion piece. You
want to say that Danny Williams
is “foolish, petty and whiny” then
go for it. But there’s a problem
when you deliberately distort the
situation.

I'm referring to Ralph Goodale
offering 100 per cent of offshore
gas revenue. Not true. From what
I can see, either you refused to
print the conditions the govern-
ment attached to the deal be-
cause it didn't fit with your point
of view, or you didn’'t know the
whole story, in which case you
have no business writing on the

Continued on Next Page...
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“You can be happy with money. The point is to remember the rest.“

God is a Concept

Materialism makes the world go 'round

Jimmy Kapches
Staff Contributor

ohn Lennon sang: “God is a
Iconcept, by which we measure
our pain.” I'll say it again: God is
a concept, by which we measure
our gain. It has always seemed
that the poker game we play with
death was about the cash-out;
death wins, we go to heaven and
give up worrying about losing.

The rules have changed, and
now we can win.

Materialism is the new reli-

gion. We don’t admit it, we don’t
want it, but we've bought into it
and we don't even care if the price
may have been our souls. Pop
music is about sex, money, fine
drink and over-consumption.
Television is about sex, money,
cheap thrills and the buzz we
get from trash. Day-to-day life
is about sex, money and the lack
of one or the other. Materialism
makes the world go ‘round.

If you can afford it, you can
have whatever you desire. Even
the joys and gains of education
bring us into wealth, no matter
how roundabout the way may
be. Once we happy students go
sauntering off into the world of
the educated workforce, be it
with a debt or a PhD (“Papa has
dough”), we'll be playing for pay.
If you want it, you've got it; if you
have it, you've bought it—the
beauty being that with money
we've got ourselves a nice base
to drink happiness from. You can
be happy with money. The point
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is to remember the rest.

Death creeps up on the
wealthy and impoverished alike.
No one can ever forget about the
inevitable endpoint to our min-
iscule existences. Thus the guid-
ing tenet of Materialism (aside
from “buy low, sell high”) is that
you should never feel ashamed
for having a good time. You can’t
take your cash with you into the
afterlife—apart from the two gold
pieces that you pay to the boat-
man. And he doesn’t take tips.

Neither dare we forget that
money can make good. Those
who have it and are willing to
spend it on themselves should
be ready to dish it out for those
who lack it. The beauty of being
Canadian materialists is that we
already truncate our incomes
substantially to help others and
ourselves. If one has more, one
should make an effort to do more.
Materialism makes it possible to
give with one hand and take with
the other.

Does this mean that religion
is dead?

On the contrary, it means re-
ligion is beginning to gain more
and more dominion in our im-
mortal souls, but it is losing its
grip on our earthly bodies. Go
and worship, love your supreme
power: it will make you a bet-
ter person. Life is good, share as
much as you can—but never for-
get that cashmere is certainly and
imm 1tably the finest of base-lay-
ers in the struggle with our mate-
rialist Canadian cold.
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The Media at Large

If you don’t know how dishonest it is, then this is news to you

4t

Mansbridge noted that it was a “surprise” the BMD issue had made its
way into conversations between the Prime Minister and the President.

Reid Southwick
Staff Contributor

At the heart of Canadian iden-
tity is its distinctive cultural,
ethnic and religious diversity.
The most recent census figures
show that Canada is one of the
most multicultural nations in the
world: our national population is
composed of persons from more
than 90 different ethnic origins.
Where, then, does a national
newspaper get the audacity to
feature a mural of baby Jesus,
Mary and an angel on the front
page of its Dec. 24 issue when up
to 97,000 Canadians celebrated
Kwanzaa and more than 300,000
celebrated Hanukkah during the
holiday season?

Notwithstanding its reputa-
tion as a right-leaning conser-
vative daily, the National Post’s
Christmas Eve issue is a_strik-
ing example of the news media’s
continuous misrepresentation of
public interest.

For more than two months
in 2003, the SARS epidemic
dominated newspaper headlines
across the country, breeding fear
and anxiety in the collective Ca-
nadian mindset. Inundated with
news of quarantines, travel ad-
visories, hospital closures and
increasing numbers of suspected
cases, many Canucks lived in a
constant state of apprehension.
~ Donna Davies, then aresident
of Hundred Mile House, B.C., re-
fused to leave her house for days,
fearing her town of approximate-
ly 10,000 residents would be the
next target of the malignant dis-
ease.
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Davies, however, is never
afraid to jump into her 1978
Chevrolet pick-up truck even
though thousands of Canadians
are killed every year in auto acci-
dents—and just a few dozen died
from SARS.

“The media always over blows
medical stories,” University of
Toronto professor of medicine
Stephen Vas was quoted as say-
ing in an April 4, 2003 issue of the
Ottawa Citizen. “Instead of trying
to spread knowledge and under-
standing, they go with the sensa-
tional aspects. If only a handful
of people have died from SARS, it
gets handled by the media in the
same manner as a mass murder,
and I don'’t think it’s right.”

Making the distinction be-
tween right and wrong, fact and
fiction seems to be an area our
media constantly struggles with.

_In the days leading up to U.S.

President George W. Bush’s first
official visit to Canada, news out-
lets across Canada focused on the
notion that our neighbor to the
south was simply interested in
smoothing out U.S.-Canada rela-
tions while conducting a pageant
of thanksgivings.

But with the threat of another
terrorist attack on the American
continent so real and the final-
ization of the ballistic missile de-
fense (BMD) deal looming in the
future, how can any objective,
critical-thinking observer not
foresee Bush promoting his se-
curity agenda on Canadian soil?

In fact, Peter Mansbridge, in
anchoring CBC Newsworld's cov-
erage of Bush’s visit to Halifax,
noted that it was a “surprise” the

Postgraduate

L
HUMBER
The Business School
www, business. humberc.on.ca

BMD issue had made its way into
conversations between the Prime
Minister and the President.

|
|
|
|

Mansbridge made only pass- |

ing mention that many of the
people representing the commu-
nities that opened their doors to
thousands of American airline
passengers following the Sept. 11
attacks did not know they were
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issue to begin with.

What you should have men-
tioned is this: Paul Martin prom-
ised 100 per cent of revenues,

| without condition, to Nova Sco-

invited to the private conference |
in Pier 21 until a day before the |

event. This is quite a curious de-
tail considering thanking those
communities was reported to be
at the top of Bush’s agenda more
than a week beforehand, but the
connection still fell under the ra-
dar.

After dealing with the formal-
ity of thanking Maritimers for
their generosity and compas-
sion, Bush blatantly called on his
Canadian “allies” to join in on his
plans for a missile defense shield.
By brilliantly using the words of
former Prime Minister Macken-
zie King, Bush willed those allies
to the frontlines of the war on
terror.

And this came much to the
media’s surprise.

The news media are charged
with the significant responsibil-
ity of presenting calculated, ob-
jective accounts of world events
to the public. The outpouring of
aid for the tsunami disaster in
Southeast Asia proves that jour-
nalists can effectively mobilize
the public with integrity and
honesty. But delivering on this
role consistently is an area that
desperately needs attention.

tia and Newfoundland in the
election and now refuses to hon-
our that promise. Furthermore
your turkey analogy is simplis-
tic to the point of being useless.
Danny Williams has gone on at
length about how Newfoundland
is a have-not Province in part
because of the government (i.e.
Newfoundland’s fisheries being
destroyed by federal government
policies). Perhaps your readers
wouldn’t think Williams was so
“irrational” in leaving the talks if
they knew the government out-
right refused to offer complete
100 per cent revenue and would
not negotiate that point. Or may-
be they would. The point is that
you didn't present any sliver of
information that showed Wil-
liams side.

I'm not from Newfoundland
and I'm no advocate of Williams
cause. I'm certainly not saying
he’s right in his claims. What I
am saying is that the issue is not
black and white: Williams has a
case. I'm writing this because I
would like to see a higher stan-
dard of writing in the Editorial
than the one in the recent issue.

Paul McLeod

Response:

You claim I have “deliberately
distorted” the situation. Yet, you
offer nothing resembling con-
crete evidence to the contrary.

You are right on one point: Paul
Martin and the Liberal govern-
ment did initially rescind their
promise for both Newfoundland
and Nova Scotia to keep 100 per
cent of the oil and gas revenues.
However, very early in negotia-
tions they waffled and agreed to
honour their promise: initially
over a period of eight years, and
finally, a period of 16 years.
Here’s proof:

1 - “Federal Finance Minister
Ralph Goodale says he offered
a full exemption on energy rev-
enues.”

2 - “The federal government
says it is willing to give the prov-
ince all of the revenue for up to
16 years... ‘Newfoundland and
Labrador has, for some time,
sought access to 100 per cent of
its offshore oil and gas revenues,’
Mr. Martin said. ‘It is disappoint-
ing that Premier Williams now
rejects the very agreement he has
sought for months.””

The question of whether the
government’s election promise
included 100 per cent of rev-
enues with no restriction, or 100
per cent with restrictions (as in
a time limit and special condi-
tions, like Newfoundland hav-
ing to eliminate its $700 million
deficit) is another matter, and
one I can’t answer. As one story
noted in November, “Martin has
said there was an understanding
there would be a time limit and a
cap on the deal with the provinc-
es, while the provinces say there
were to be no conditions.” QC

Governors’ Awards.

considered for an award.

designate.

Student Services
Room G28, Main Level
Killam Memorial Library
Dalhousie University

GOVERNORS’ AWARDS

In 1992, to mark the 125th anniversary of the founding of the Dalhousie Student
Union, and to recognize students’ contribution to the quality and vitality of the
University, the Board of Governors established a set of awards to be known as

Up to four awards can be made each year, for exceptional contributions or
leadership in the extracurricular realm in such areas as university governance,
development of a sense of community on campus, community service,
internationalizing the campus, visual or performing arts, minority access or
athletics. To be eligible, students must have a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0
or equivalent. Otherwise, all students - undergraduate, graduate or professional
faculty student, full or part-time, at any stage in their academic career - may be

Recipients are chosen by a committee consisting of the President, three members
of the Board of Governors and the Vice-President, Student Services. Nominations
are invited, but the committee may consider other persons as well. Awards, in the

form of a plaque, are presented annually in the spring by the Chair of the Board or

Nominations should include a written description of the student nominee’s
contribution to the University and up to three letters of support. Nominations
should be forwarded on or before Friday, March 4, 2005, to:

The Office of the Vice-President

DALHOUSIE
UNIVERSITY

Halifax, Nova Scotia B3H 4H8
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AVOID SHRINKAGE!

But do not avoid the shrink. This Thurs-
day, Jan. 20 at 9 p.m. (and every Thursday
for that matter), the Grawood provides
students with some good head-shrinking
therapy. Admission is $2—not a bad price
for sanity.

BEND IT LIKE BENSON

Benson plays the part of Dr. Radio Roost-
er in the King’s Theatre Society produc-
tion of Darren O 'Donnell’s Dr. Radio
Rooster Says That’s Bad. Catch the play
at the KTS Lecture Hall in the King’s Col-
lege quad, running Jan. 13 to 14, 7 p.m.

Admission ranges from pay-what-you-

can to $7.

MAIDEN HEAVEN

Halifax is a tribute band headquarters.
Scream your favorite Iron Maiden and
Ozzy Osbourne ditties this Saturday, Jan.
15 at 7 p.m. when 2 Minutes To Maiden
and Dear Diary play an All-Ages show at
the Pavilion. Admission is $7.

CHAOS IN HALIFAX

The Gazette has yet to see magazine
publish a “Top Albums of 2004” list that
doesn’t include K-Os” new album Joyful
Rebellion. And that is why it is crucial to
attend Hi Talk on the Politics of Hip-Hop
at the Grawood this Thursday, Jan. 13 at

3 p.m. K-Os is playing a show at the Mar-
quee on Friday, Jan. 14, at 10 p.m.

Hot Spots«,t

Wamicarc:

“A Remedy For Cabin Fever”

Verve Mwendo dance company plan to get Haligonians out of the house.
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Chew Dentyne* gum and get
GREAT SAVINGS op
ski fift ticketsn

PARTICIPATING SKI HILLS:
Ski Wentworth, Wentworth Valley, NS

product whea
you're buying your ski lift ticket
from any of the participating
ski hitls and you could get

up to 25% in savings!i+

N0 PURCRASE NECESSARY. Promotional Period: December 20, 2004 through March Tt, 2005 at 1E59 PM (ET). Visit wwwdentynecontests.com to enter the
Dentyne ice® “Heat up the HIl” Promotion and Sweepstakes, Correct answer 1o skif testing question required. See website for full prize details and Official Rules.
Reqular tert messaging fees apply to entries into the Promotion or Sweepstakes by tert messaging. PROMOTION: Open to residents of Canada who are 3yrs of
age or oider. Prizes: 50 x Oygeo® Snowboard fodds 1 in 36,090, fARV) $499.00), 100 x Boot Dryer lodds 1 in 18,045, ARV $59.59), 100 x Hydration Pack (0ods
1in 18,045, ARY §53.59), 250 1 Peruvien Ski Hat (odds 1 In 7,218, ARV $18.00). Limi of one (1) prize per person. The oumber of antries into the Promotion is
Imited and entry 2uatiable only while the supply of game plays lasts. SWEEPSTAKES: Open to residents of Canada who are the age of majucity and older in thel
province of residence. Prizes: Five (5) Weekend Trigs for three (3) to Bant, Aberta. Some restrictions apaly. Apararimate relal vaive (ARY) $6,000.00 (based
on a Toronto departure), 0dds of winning depend on the number of eligible entries recelvad. Lim of one () prize per persan.

4 Actual dhscount programs vary by participatmg sk) hisl, Discount programs in effect from January 3, 2005 until the earfier of the close of the 2008 shi season
of April 30, 2005, Restrictions and blackout periods may apply. See wwideotynecontests.com and ciick on the ski it ticke! icon for full program datals.
Discount can nol be used in coniunction with any other discount or promation.

* Tradeark, used under ficense.

See wwdentyneconiedsonm
for: mope-infa.

Natalie Pendergast
Arts Editor

A-ccording to Jacinte Arm-
trong, co-founder of Verve

Mwendo Dance Company, the
remedy for cabin fever is a strong
dose of dance. The Halifax-based
company, comprised of Arm-
strong, Cory Bowles and Jenee
Gowing are set to perform their
show, the aptly titled, “A Remedy
For Cabin Fever” In the process,
they plan to infect their audience
with “dance fever.”

“It’s like an explosion of dance
after Christmas when everyone
was cooped up inside all the
time,” says Armstrong.

Armstrong describes the
show as “practiced improv.”
Based on her experience in the
past with improvised dance, she
says that there was always a lack
of direction and it was difficult
to choreograph movement on
the spot that flowed well without
hesitation or interruption. With
the “Cabin Fever” show, the lack
of direction is a non-issue since
the group has been working on
the project for two weeks rather
than just one day.

“It’s like jazz, where the mu-
sician has the basic idea of what
he is playing in mind but the spe-
cifics of his song structure don't
come out until he plays live,” she
says. “He improvises them with

the direction of what he knew go-
ing into the performance.”

Influenced by their experi-
ence with all different types of
dance, the Verve Mwendo chore-
ographers have infused the show
with the creative styling they
admire in African and Brazilian
capoeira dance. These exotic
genres take everyday movements
such as the motions of the work-
ing body (picking fruits, wash-
ing clothes), and the aggressive
appeal of martial arts and make
them artistically beautiful.

In addition to this unique ap-
proach to spontaneous dance,
Armstrong says the roles of
the musicians and dancers are
blurred. Danny Oore, a TA. at
Dal’s Music Department, and his
brother Sigur Oore will be creat-
ing the sound that accompanies
the dancers’ movement, and in
“A Remedy For Cabin Fever,”
they play as much a role in the
choreographing as they do in the
making of music.

“In most productions the
dancers do their own job of cho-
reographing and performing the
movement and the musicians do
their respective job of playing the
sounds,” says Armstrong. “But in
our show everyone works togeth-
er; the dancers help make the
music and the musicians help
create the movement.”

This interaction between

dance and music is what Arm-
strong says is the essence of the
performance. Unlike many con-
temporary or ballet shows where
there is a storyline, Cabin Fever
instead puts the art of dance into
focus.

“There are little stories within
each series of movement,” ex-
plains Armstrong.

“It is not a narrative as a
whole, but the parts of it can be
narrative if the audience uses
their imagination a bit.”

The show will be entertaining
insofar as the audience members
will find themselves assessing
the meaning of the relationship
between sound and physical
movement.

Of their few rehearsals Arm-
strong says, “the musician would
interpret the dance that we would
spontaneously create and then
we would all recreate the dance
based on the musician’s interpre-
tation of it.”

“In the arts it’s all about pro-
cess and exploration... this is a
just bit more exploration.”

See “A Remedy for Cabin Fe-
ver” this Friday and Saturday,
January 14 and 15 at the DANS-
pace-on-Grafton. For ticket info,
call 423-2647.

CKDU Charts Top 100 Albums of 2004

alhousie’s campus and

community radio station
has eased through another year
full of airing interesting new
underground and independent
tunes. There were a few artists,
however, who stood out from
the rest. Well, actually there were
100. Here are CKDU’s choice
100 albums from their 2004 air-
waves...

01 » Burdocks - Airplane Tracks

02 = Brent Randall & His Pinecones
- Quite Precisely, Brent Randall &

The His Pinecones

03 * Arcade Fire - Funeral

04 « Hold - Noise Blood Assault

05 « Unicorns - Unicorns: 2014

06 * B.A. Johnston - In Situation Bad

07 » Laura Peek & The Winning Hearts
- Sneak Peek

08 » Death From Above 1979 -You're A
Woman I'm A Machine

09  Franz Ferdinand - Franz Ferdi-

nand

10 » Modest Mouse - Good News For
People Who Love Bad News

11 » Hayden - Elk-Lake Serenade

12 = Falconhawk - Hotmouth

13 * Jack MacDonald & The Hotel
Faces - Don't Touch My Animal

14 « This Message Will Self Destruct
-SIT

15 = Jill Barber - Oh Heart

16 » Organ - Grab That Gun

17 » Tragedies - Are Made Of People

18  Skratch Bastid - Better Ask
Somebody

19 » Hidden Cameras - Mississauga
Goddam

20 » Sixtoo - Chewing On Glass & The
Other Miracle Cures

21 = Various - Just Friends
Compilation

22 « Joel Plaskett Emergency -
Truthfully Truthfully

23 » Mario Poupette et Les Chevettes
-SIT

24 = Julie Doiron - Goodnight Nobody

25 « Royal City - Little Heart's Ease

26 » Les Baton Rouge - My Body The
Pistol

27 » Destroyer - Your Blues

28 = Stars - Set Yourself On Fire

29 « Little Miss Moffat - Miss Canada

30 = Sixtoo - Boxcutter Emporium

31 » Mike O'Neill - Owl

32 « Heavy Blinkers - The Night And I
Are Still So Young

33 « Tilly And Wall - Wild Like Children

34 « Barmitzvah Brors - Mr. Bones
Walk

35 « Pipi Skid - Funny Farm

36 * Dusty Sorbet - Wanderer's Ground

37 » Porcelain Gods - Emergency Band
Meeting

38+ Q And Not U - Power

39 » Magnetic Fields - /

40 » Hurtin’ Unit - Country Soul

41 » Deerhoof - Milk Man

42 « Mardeen - Demo

43  Feist - Let It Die

44 » Second Front - Sound Of Progress

45 « Charizma & Peanut Butter Wolf
- Big Shot

46 * By Divine Right - weet Confusion

47 » Liars - They Were Wrong, So We
Drowned

48 « K-Os - Joyful Rebellion

49 « Les Savy Fav - Inches

50 « Ruth Minnikin -
Blue

51 e Various - CBC Radio 3 Ses-

sions: Vol. 1

Marooned and

Continued on Page 16
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Strange Ventures

Lindsay Dobbin
Assistant Arts Editor

or those of you wondering

what it is like to live in the
shoes of self-proclaimed “nerd
rocker” B.A. Johnston—who just
signed on to a 60-album, $50-
million recording contract deal
with Halifax-based Just Friends
Records—well, you'll just have to
read on.

A warning, though: only one
or two of the above statements
is true.

One cannot help but find
“nerd rocker” B.A. Johnston's sar-
casm and self-deprecating mod-
esty intriguing.

(You may now cross the re-
cording contract off the list).

It’s fairly typical for a musician
to give off an air of being beyond
the immediate world. These are
the musicians the general popu-
lous generally aspire to be. Rarely
does a musician come along that
represents who we, the music-
buying public, are—ordinary
people with ordinary interests
and ordinary hardships.

If the songs on Johnson’s new
album My Heart is a Blinking
Nintendo are any indication, the
nerd rocker’s interests and hard-
ships include the Hamilton Tiger
Cats, poutine, squirrels, video
games, love and being replaced
in relationships by younger men.

The “age factor” seems to
‘be a common source of tension
in Johnston’s life. “I was play-
ing a show in Peterborough and
I started talking about a love

song I was going to play,” says
Johnston. “Some guy in the back
started yelling ‘emo’ at me. I said
to him I'm so old I don't even
know what that means.”

Johnston may be a bit bitter
about his coming-of-age, but he
is making an event out of it by
celebrating his 30th birthday and
Jan. 20 CD release concurrent-
ly—at the Tribeca Lounge with
friends the Stolen Minks and the
Porcelain Gods to boot.

“If you've heard the new al-
bum and you see me live it’s a
major disappointment,” he says.
“It's just me usually forgetting
the words.”

The album, featuring mem-
bers of the Sweet Tenders and
Eleanor King, was recorded by
Stephen Kelly of Dead Bum Re-
cords, a label Kelly and Johnston
created in high school.

Johnston describes it as a
“one hit wrapped in filler, like all
my other albums.”

The recording process was
a lot more demanding than
previous releases because of
more instrumentation, such as
drums, which is a first. Despite
the changes, Johnston says his
recording techniques haven't
changed.

“I don't like recording any-
thing more than once. That
means that most of the takes are
really bad but I don't really care,”
he says. “Because they don't know
it's bad until they’ve already paid
for it. By that time, I've got their
money.”

Having just recently moved

—
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Where can you cash in a cheque that big? “At a bank with tall people,” says the ever-tongue-in-cheek

out of his mother’s basement in
Hamilton, Ont. (which he says is
the best city in the world), John-
ston—AKA Christian Johnston—
has now relocated.

He has found many a muse in
the SuperCity.

“I tried to get a membership
at Video Difference but I couldn’t
because I had an out-of-prov-
ince ID, and that really made me
mad,” he says. “So I started writ-
ing a song about how if Pac man
was alive and I rode him around I
would get more respect.”

Johnston plans to tour Cana-
da solo, by way of the Greyhound
bus, beginning at the end of this

B.A. Johnston (left) pictured with Dave Ewenson (right), CEO of Just Friends Records.

prompter when performing.
“Ideally that is how I want to
end my career: Not giving a shit

“Ideally that is how I want to end my career: Not giving
a shit about anything, making tons of money and

wearing jumpsuits.”

month. The tour has been “Chris-
tian-ed” No Fans, No Money, No
Chicks, No Car. And he hopes he
will tour enough so that when he
is really old he can be like “old
Elvis”—reading his songs off of a

about anything, making tons of
money and wearing jumpsuits.”
B.A. Johnston's CD release par-
ty, featuring the Stolen Minks and
the Porcelain Gods hits the Tribe-
ca Lounge on Thursday, Jan. 20.

Streeter

What belief do you hold that requires no proof?

If it's meant to be, it will be.

- Stephanie Hall,

I believe in the McDeal. ey ‘ d SN
~Adam Gicham, : T =leyna (;iilingha_m, v Y s— - tﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁ?)z Andrusyl{. e eighth-\f(:;:}z::c}i}:;r;{

third-year leisure studies  / 5 second-year English - % | - * -ﬁrs(-year art; 2 = )
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second-year English

1 would have to say that I believe

in God.
- Sapna Jha,

second-year microbiology

1 believe that bunnies are soooo cute.

Ibelieve in my parents’ love.
- Katherine de Sousa,
second-year theatre

I believe in fate. There’s somebody

I believe in karma. What you put out
there always comes back.

- Shawn Legere,
second-year community planning

4
i
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- That God is a King’s student.
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BURN BABY BURN

After years of Morrissey-induced depression, Natalie Pen- = ,
dergast decided to turn over a new leaf in 2005 by burn- '_ ’ |
ing all of her Morrissey albums in a cathartic bonfire (while

screaming “the queen is dead,” of course).

Okay, that’s not entirely true: nobody burns albums when
they can sell them at Random Play Record Store for a good

profit.

And so Pendergast, now Morrissey-free, has done a differ-
ent sort of burning: her favorite happy tracks are now writ- e |

ten to €D forall to enjoy. - ‘ '

__HAPPY MUSIC s x_ J ?:
Salt-n-Peppa  “Push it ,
Elvis Costello “It’s a Doll Revolution v
The Monkees | “Valerie” » {‘ ',:

hn Les 3 :‘ “Watchingthe Wheels” g :

} ;\’vas ~Vl‘ade For Loving You” 1 !
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INSPIRED BY
A TRUE STORY

SAMUEL L.JACKSON
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Hamlan swears by h|s Hemmgways t- shlrt for maximum good karma / Photo: Trevor Murphy

Rock ‘n’ Roll Machine

The Dean Malenkos to host Marquee closing

Trevor Murphy
Staff Contributor

here are only four people

in Hell's Kitchen when the
Dean Malenkos walk through
the yellow double doors of the
bar. The musicians load their
equipment on the stage piece by
piece. They’re running late. The
amplifiers, the drums and the
instruments all had to be carted
over from a jam spot just down
the road.

Under the red, yellow and
green patio lanterns that hang
from the ceiling, the Malenkos
set up the stage like they do ev-
ery Tuesday night: drums in the
middle, bass on the left, guitar
on the right. They're yelling ob-
scenities and making fun of each
other, the way they always do.

The punk-rock trio hosts the
weekly Hard Rockin’ Jamboree
in Hell—an open mic night for
bands in the basement bar of the
Marquee.

Every Tuesday for the past
seven months, the Dean Malen-
kos have hosted some of the best
bands in Halifax and, of course,

trip
> Full schedule of parties &
> Optional party night in New

LIMITED SPACE!!

Fulf payment due NOW!

D e fe o 3 EIOOIRS
cail 1.800.465.4257 or 805.501.9714
b;ealaanIonrs eom s
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some of the worst. With the an-
nouncement of the Marquee
closure last November, the band
hosted their final Tuesday night
on January 11.

“This is a job that we have to
do,” says Jon Epworth, drummer
and vocalist for the Dean Malen-
kos.

There is no calling in sick or
skipping a day of work. Every
single Tuesday, the Dean Malen-
kos show up to play. Some nights
it'’s worth it.

“Sometimes theres a lot
of bands [that show up], and
they're awesome. That makes
for a wicked night,” says bassist
Shane Kerr. “Then there are the
nights where there’s only one
band, and that band is us.”

Regardless, the show must go
on.

Like any other job, it can get
monotonous, says Epworth.
Loading the gear in every Tues-
day night is “a pain in the ass,”
and playing the same songs ev-
ery week isn’t too appealing.

“It reminds me of touring
without the excitement,” says
Craig Hamlin, guitarist and vo-
calist for the Dean Malenkos.
“You don’t get excited about
your songs as much because
you're playing to people who, for
the most part, have heard them
alot.”

They do try to keep it fresh.
From time to time they’ll throw
in surprises, like playing the
World Wrestling Entertainment
theme song before and after ev-
ery song the way they did last
week. But with each of them
busy during the days, it makes it
hard to practice new things like
this to break up the monotony.

Aside from the once-a-week
gig, the members of the band
still have to work other jobs. Ep-
worth works at an art store in
downtown Halifax, Kerr is still
going to school (studying math),
and Hamlin shuffles between

January 13th, 2005

booking shows, being a sound
technician, a waiter and a clerk
at a video store.

Playing a steady weekly gig
has also hurt the possibilities for
Dean Malenkos shows in Hali-
fax on other nights of the week.
Even though the band doesn't
normally play a large number of
shows; they find it even harder to
set something up on a weekend
because there’s a chance to see
the Dean"Malenkos every week.

Hosting the Hard Rockin’
Jamboree and playing a full-
fledged set are two totally differ-
ent things, says Hamlin. A Tues-
day-night set isn’t as extensive as
another show might be.

Despite the down sides, the
band still enjoys showing up
each and every week to play and
to entertain the possibility that
some great bands will show up
to play.

“It was the same thing with
boy scouts,” says Kerr. “You nev-
er wanted to go, but once you got
there you had an OK time.”

The gig has also helped the
Dean Malenkos financially. Since
they’re getting paid to play once
a week—a rare feat for an in-
dependent rock band—they've
been able to use some of the
money to pay for their upcoming
album, which is finally being re-
leased at the Marquee (upstairs
this time) on January 28.

With the Hard Rockin’ Jam-
boree now coming to an end,
the band will have more time to
focus on promoting their new
album.

Before they hit the stage to
tune their instruments and test
their levels, the band says they
think tonight will be one of those
nights where nobody shows up.

“It's not like we're the most
famous band [in Halifax] or any-
thing,” Epworth says to Kerr.

“We are the most famous
band,” Kerr says. “In every-
thing!”
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18 to 24 Great Spins from 2004

(continued from last week)

Chris LaRoche
Copy Editor
Michael Gorman
Sports Editor

ast week the Gazette featured
Lsix of the greatest albums of
2004—Green Day’s American
Idiot, Interpol’s Antics, Wilco’s
A Ghost is Born, the Streets’ A
Grand Don’t Come For Free, Velvet
Revolver’s Contraband and Franz
Ferdinand’s self-titled debut.

But those were just to whet
your appetite.

Here are the final greatest 18
discs of the year in alphabetical
order, picking up where we left
off

Funeral ~ The Arcade Fire

Apparently it is now too
trendy to like the Arcade Fire,
the much-trumpeted Montreal-
based group that unites huge
arrangements with even bigger
choruses, a revolving door of
instruments and more onstage
theatrics than KTS. Although Fu-
neral allegedly draws its inspira-
tion from death and despair, the
end result errs more towards life
and jubilation. It’s fun in a Poly-
phonic Spree sort of way—enjoy
it, and try not to think too much.
-CLR

Good News For People Who Love
Bad News ~ Modest Mouse
~The good news is that this
album is chalk full of typically-
quirky pop tunes, brining lis-
teners to that lofty space in pop
heaven where the experimental,
catchy and tongue-in-cheek all
hang out together. The bad news
is that the song you've already
heard—the runaway single “Float
On"—is the album’s best cut. You,
being a pessimist or optimist,
should buy it regardless. -CLR

Grab that Gun ~ The Organ

If Interpol is a bit like the
Smiths updated for the new
millennium, and the Organ is
arguably Vancouver's psyche-
delia-laden answer to Interpol,
then hypothetically speaking
the Smiths are really just the Or-
gan, minus the all-female thing,
done two decades too early. All
of which, to be blunt, probably
won't make sense even after you
have taken this list’s advice and
bought/listened to Grab that
Gun. But take our word for it, the

Small Business
Own this Space for
only i20/week!

Call Gazette Advertislng

© 494-6532

Organ is exactly that—apply your
own description—and they do it
very, very well. -CLR

Hot Fuss ~ The Killers

After the dust settled and the
radio stopped playing “Some-
body Told Me,” you could fi-
nally hear—from other singles,
of course—that the Killers aren’t
a one-hit wonder. Hot Fuss is a
solid album heavy on synths and
‘80s influence. You should, of
course, get it while it’s hot. -MG

How To Dismantle An Atomic
Bomb ~ U2

HTDAAB, or Dismantle, or
simply “the new U2 album,” is
not a return to form. Like U2’s
last release, Dismantle has an
unbearably long title. And de-
spite the Edge’s rediscovered
guitar prowess, it’s still has many
of the same overproduced synth-
pop qualities they've been curs-
ing their fans with since the early
1990s. Most of the lyrics are too
cryptic to mean anything; Bono
often substitutes profundity for
obnoxiousness. Why is it on our
list? Because any U2 album, de-
spite these trappings, is still a
damned, damned good album—
and this one is their best since
Achtung Baby. -CLR

Joyful Rebellion ~ K-Os

Finally, a Canadian rapper
who will go beyond Canada. Re-
bellion has a rare, always desir-
able combination: beats that
cook and words that say some-
thing. Check out K-Os at the
Marquee later this month. -MG

Legs to Make Us Longer ~ Kaki
King

If you thought you knew
the acoustic guitar—even Chet
Atkin's or Leo Kottke’s acoustic
guitar—get Legs to Make Us Lon-
ger. Following the pattern set by
her debut, Everybody Loves You,
Kaki King turns the instrument
into a percussive force, pull-
ing out almost every trick in the
new acoustic book (tapping on
the guitar, artificial and pinch
harmonics, palm muting, hand-
over-top, thumb fretting, the list
goes on). Low and behold, all
that virtuosity still creates listen-
able—even moving—instrumen-
tal music. -CLR

Let it Die ~ Feist

Best Choice
Chinese Food

The cold weather is coming!!

Come try the hot
Chicken Bone Soup
only ¢.25

(only served with other Chinese food)

Serving in Grad House

from Monday to Friday

Feist is one of best voices in
any genre of music. She’s versa-
tile enough to fit in almost any-
where, be it the club scene of
Toronto or the big stage at the
famed Montreux Jazz Festival.
Let it Die has been criminally
overlooked by many—but as
Feist continues to gain steam, all
that criminal activity shouldn't
last very long. -MG

Light ~ Kary

If you've ever seen this Hali-
fax heavy rock outfit you already
know they’re music kicks ass. If
you haven't that’s too bad—you
probably won'’t get a chance to:
the band is now defunct. Their
first album, Light is now out of
print, but you can still grab it
from Newmusiccanada.com. -
MG

Live in Tokyo ~ Brad Mehidau
Brad Mehldau is the most
original pianist to arrive on the
jazz scene since Chick Corea,
Herbie Hancock and Keith Jar-
rett all staked out their own
corners of the post-Bill Evans
idiom in the 1970s. Mehldau’s
sound digests all three of these
voices—Jarrett’s  gospel-influ-

%

i
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Date: December 5, 2004
Venue: Halifax Metro Centre
Reporter: Chris McCluskey
Stage Presence: A
Audience Reaction: A :
Sound: A Soal
Effort: A ey o
Gal:-lt-On-Abmty: A

S ety
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Dartmputh-bred Joel Plaskett took the stage first for
a 45 minute set, capped off with a standing ovation
from the hometown crowd—a rarity for Supporting
talent. Along with band mates Ian MacGettigan and
Dflve Marsh, Plaskett proved to be the perfect opener
with the audience instantly recognizing and singing
along to every song. Although many on hand were
more used to Plaskett’s usual intimate venue—the
Marquee Club—the trio filled the sizable venue nicely.

:fttl: 'I;'a%ically Hip hit the stage for their 23-song set
S : I a short intermission. It's been a few i
Latin rlght-hanfi and He‘mcocks they were last through town, and those iny:ti:;;l: -
electronic leanings—while add- were happy to be on hand to be reminded wh then l(fle

ing his own appreciation for the are one of Canada’s most respected rock acts y ' 4
contemporary to the mix. Live ; i
in Tokyo finds Mehldau, alone at Ihe boys from Kingston kicked things 6ffwith ”
his acoustic piano, doing daring “Vaccination .Scar"~whﬂe~Plaskett was-still oo tmaml L
things for a pianist of such pedi- accommodating fans’ requests for autographs on the

gree: the highlight of the album concourse level. During slower songs such as 1998 £
is a thirty-minute, barnstorming gﬂi‘:;l;glt’gaygeqn" or Road Applé.:’ “Long P §
cover of Radiohead’s “Paranoid least oni’ cas: aaul;l legce beig mm‘hg.memdm at - §
Android.” -CLR b -4 arbeciesiartetchighindieats. . 8

enced left-hand, Corea’s fiery

Continued on Page 15...
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REGISTER NOW! Genome Canada Bioinformatics Course Applied Computational Genomics Course
(ACGC) Canadian Bioinformatics Resource NRC Institute for Marine Biosciences, Halifax, NS Saturday,
November 27 - Sunday, December 5, 2004 For more information about this course or to download a reg-
istration form, please go to www.gcbioinformatics.ca

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN SPIRITUALITY, SOCIAL JUSTICE AND EDUCATION? Do you know about the
Jesuit tradition and vision? Come and share in the Eucharist and meet the Jesuits of Halifax at a Mass
and Open House at Canadian Martyrs Church, 5900 Inglis St., on Friday, Nov. 5 at 7:00 p.m. For further
information, call422-0564.

HALF PRICE VIA RAIL: Traveling on VIA Rail in the near future? Want to buy VIA Rail coupons at half the
price? You could buy a $600 ticket for only $300. Travel at a fraction of the cost. Call 441-4870.

MEN FOR CHANGE MEN’S TALKING GROUP: join other guys to talk about your concerns with sexism,
masculinity, and other men’s issues. 7-9 p.m. at the Dal Women's Centre (6286 South St.) Monday Nov.
15. Info: 494-2432.

SMALL FURNISHED BACHELOR. Henry St. near Law building. Utilities included: $338. 425-5843

HAVE THE SUMMER OF YOUR LIFE at a prestigious coed sleepaway camp in the beautiful Pocono Moun-
tains of Pennsylvania, 2 1/2 hours from NYC. We're seeking counselors who can teach any Team and In-
dividual Sports, Tennis, Gymnastics, Horseback Riding, Mt. Biking, Theatre, Tech Theatre, Circus Magic,
Arts and Crafts, Pioneering, Climbing Tower, Water Sports, Music, Dance, Science, or Computers. Kitch-
en and Maintenance postitions also available. Great salaries and perks. Plenty of free time. Internships
available for many majors. On-campus interviews on Jan 20th. Apply online at www.islandlake.com.
Call 800-869-6083 between 9 and 5 eastern time on weekdays for more information. info®islandlake.

com

— ——3

DISCOUNTED METRO TRANSIT TICKETS - 97 Metro Transit tickets for sale. $100. Leaving town ana must
sell. Please call 233-5606.

CALL 494-6532 or EMAIL advertising@dalgazette.ca to book your classified.
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FRIDAY, JANUARV 21, 9.30 PM $5

| JA G [
@MTURDAY JANUARY 22, 9.30 PH

| gnu:m_a

- eéc

tUESDAY NIGHT ROCK CHIIRBH
OPEN'STAGE! iGN UP AT THE BAR

KITCHEN OPEN 4-11 PM
TUESDAY - SUNDAY 4PM - 2AM

1567 GRAFTON ST. WW.STAGENINE.CA 444 7801

- VOLUNTEER!

‘Room 312

‘Mondays, 4:30,
- Dal SUB

LSAT MCAT
GMAT GRE

Preparation Seminars

= Complete 30-Hour Seminars

® Proven Test-Taking Strategies

® Personalized Professional Instruction
® Comprehensive Study Materials

® Simulated Practice Exams

® Free Repeat Policy

= Personal Tutoring Available

® Thousands of Satisfied Students

Oxford Seminars
1-800-269-6719

www.oxfordseminars.com
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Spin Spin Sugar

We are music snhobs

Ray Corkum

Arts Contributor
Natalie Pendergast
Arts Editor

Tom Waits - Real Gone
Anti (2004)

] One of the most daring releases of the year, Real Gone finds Tom Waits without
a safety net. Having done away with the keyboards that have served him so well
through his classic albums (Rain Dogs and Swordfishtrombones), Waits is forced
to let his narrative abilities shine through. Songs such as “The Day After Tomor-
row” and “Sins of My Father” are huge, sprawling pieces of music—diverse and
full of strong instrumentation (handled largely by a small cast of veteran musi-
cians), which are held together by Wait’s impossibly gritty vocals. Hearing him
= turn his throat inside out on the churning “Hoist the Rag” or bringing it down to
the level of a whisky soaked lounge singer (The eerily warm “Green Grass”) are all part of the adventure of
this album. Full of sonic experimentation, jazzy improvisation and some of the most adventurous vocals
heard on record, Real Gone remains one of the best albums of the year. -RC

Death From Above 1979 - You’re a Woman, I’'m a Machine

Last Gang Records (2004)

T2 | Think of Montreal rockers Death From Above 1979 as the White Stripes with a
' | thick layer of ‘80s gloss—and without Meg’s weird little bare feet. Featuring a
bass guitar so heavily distorted that it would seem more at home on a disco al-
bum, You're a Woman, I'm a Machine has a way of working under your skin. Per-
haps it’s the gorilla-man drumming from Sebastien Grainger (who also handles
the vocal duties on the album, creating a sort of driving, breathless effect on
‘ the opener “Turn It Out”) or the distorted, synthetically driven “what the hell is
that?” musicianship of Jesse Keeler. Maybe it’s the message—no crying, no angst and no lesson. More likely,
the album’s appeal lies in the overall package. It's the musical equivalent of Las Vegas—all shiny neon. -RC

Ray LaMontagne - Trouble
RCA/ BMG (2004)

Ray LaMontagne was born in the wrong decade. The achingly wonderful vocals on this album belong te._ -
a time long past—the days of great singer-songwriters such as Nick Drake, before the great canon of folk
music was marginalized into what it is today. In fact, at first listen, Trouble doesn’t sound like anything we
haven't heard before. Listen more deeply though, and you will find a small triumph in terms of today’s mu-
sic. Every smoky word delivered by LaMontagne drips with truth. There is no sad boy posturing here—the
album does not simplify human emotions into three-minute ditties, it allows them to spread out and revel
in complexity, challenging the listener to look below the surface. The music is rich (with masterful acoustic
guitar and longing harps) and occasionally soars (“Shelter” and “Hannah”). There is so much potential
here—not since Jeff Buckley’s Grace (or perhaps Eliot Smith’s From a Basement on the Hill) has a folkie
shown such promise. -RC

More Plastic - What Are Yr Colours Now
Out of the Shine (2004)

There comes a time when experimenting with traditional song structure
gets out of hand. In fact, I would go so far as to say that there is a fine line be-
tween being different and being good at being different. Unfortunately, this
must have slipped the minds of More Plastic while they recorded their lat-
est effort. The Toronto quintet’s five-song album is very pretty, has great lyr-
ics and a promising poem about crocodiles inside. When they try to make
brass instruments play metal music, however, all hope goes down the toilet.
-NP
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/ . 429-3223 or 425-2229
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1 ' Buy a 16" pizza
Its cold._You're lazy. w/works for $12.99,
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Many couples delight in the pleasures of group sex.

£ Sl

See above.

SuperSex in
the SuperCity

The more the merrier

Davie Moriné-Wentworth
Sexpert

roup sex has been around

for millennia and its origins
can be traced back to Ancient
Greco-Roman times. The most
popular moniker for this type of
activity—the orgy—is of Greek
origin and is associated with a
right of passage. This doesn'’t al-
ways involve sex, with some be-
ing more of a communal festivity
with elements of dancing, drink-
ing, and laughter.

Since antiquity, group sex
has been put on the backburner
of human sexuality. Let's face it;
Elizabethan Europe is renowned
for prudishness, not sexual le-
nience. At the same time, litera-
ture from the Marquis de Sade
insinuates that group sex was
never utterly abolished.
the 1960s
heralded a new era of sexual ex-
ploration thanks to the Hippie
movement. This generation of

As many know,

sexually open-minded adults re-
visited the idea of having group
sex—and its popularity has been

suggests, this position is crafted
after a Hawaiian luau and refers
to the simultaneous penetration
of a recipient’s mouth and vagina
or anus. Another suggestive term

Great Spins from 2004

Continued from Page 13...

London Calling (2004 reissue) ~
The Clash

The Clash’s monster-success
London Calling actually came
out in 1979, not 2004, and last
year’s re-release did little more
than simply clean up the muddy
sound of the original CD-conver-
sion, add two discs of outtakes

| and live material with little gen-
| eral appeal and jack up the sale
| price. Never mind all that. The

|

original album—that is, CD 1 of
the new set—is still the best al-
bum by the best punk rock band
of all time. -CLR

Me and Mr. Johnson ~ Eric Clap-
ton

Though not as good as 1994’s
furious blues outing From the
Cradle, or 1991’s seminal Un-
plugged, Me and Mr. Johnson is
certainly a highlight of both 2004

| and Clapton’s solo recording ca-

is “daisy chain.” This activity can |

be oral or penetrative, and is ac-
complished by concurrent stim-
ulation of a chain of several part-
ners. Although daisy chains are
more common in gay, all-male
settings, eager heterosexuals can
accomplish the same result with
strap-on dildos.

A third endeavour that is in-
creasing in prevalence is buk-
kake. The term comes from the
Japanese buka, meaning a junior
officer or subordinate employ-
ee. In practice, bukkake is the
tandem ejaculation of multiple
males onto a kneeling recipient’s
body. It is possible to take this
activity to the next level by incor-
porating penetration. Sequential
penetration of one person is apt-
ly known as a gang-bang.

One major impasse when tak-
ing on a third or multiple lover(s)
is making sure that no feelings
get hurt in the process. It is es-

“Sex is a beautiful thing between two people.

Between five, it is fantastic.”

-Filmmaker/comedian Woody Allen.

snowballing ever since.

The idea of group sex is stim-
ulating to many people, regard-
less of sexual orientation or pref-
erence for a particular position.
For some, group sex may spice
up a regular sexual routine with
the same partner whereas others
enjoy newfound positions. Like-
wise, some couples enjoy sexual
activities with another couple, a
practice commonly referred to as
“swinging.”

There are a great variety of
positions that can only be facili-
tated by group sex. As with most
of our sexual lingo, the terms to

~ describe these activities are cO-
lourful and blunt. One innova-
tive catchphrase in orgy culture
is a “spit roast.” As the name

sential that everybody is can-
did about what they would like.
Some may want to take on a re-
curring playmate, whereas oth-
ers want a one-time fling. Other
considerations should be made
based on individual desires and
particularities.  For example,
some individuals don’t like to
see their partners kissing strang-
ers. The only way to make sure
that doesn’t happen is to discuss
things before everybody ends up
in the bedroom. With basic cu-
riosity and a bit of talking, there
can be a lot of enjoyment with
group encounters. As comedian
Woody Allen once stated: “Sex
is a beautiful thing between two
people. Between five, it is fantas-

tic.”

reer. Here Slowhand does what
he’s always wanted to do—pay
homage to Mississippi blues leg-
end Robert Johnson. Myth has
is that Johnson sold his soul to
the devil at a railroad crossing in
exchange for virtuosic acoustic
guitar chops. He also died young,
had few recordings and allegedly
became mentally unstable in his
last years. The material he left be-
hind has been covered by count-
less groups and artists since—the
Rolling Stones and Led Zeppelin
included—but never given such
a devoted treatment as on Me
and Mr. Johnson. Though the al-
bum is short on spontaneity, it
is heavy on a feel of authenticity
and the sense that Clapton really
understands Johnson’s tortured
soul. -CLR

Set Yourself On Fire ~ The Stars
Some people say Fire isn't as

strong as the Stars’ last outing,

Heart. We think those people are

stupid. The group’s songwrit-

Providing assistance with:
* Immigration to Canada
» Study and Work Permits

*Temporary Resident Status

Andrew
Munro

amunro@eastlink.ca
www.munro-immigration.ca

5162 Duke St., Suite 501
Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3] IN7

ph: (902) 492-3310

fx: (902) 492-0013

ing is much stronger this time
around, and the music backing
those songs remains first rate.
Stars’ trademark lovey-dovey
banter between singers Torquil
Campbell and Amy Millan is still
makes a presence, but is now
turned into outward-looking
world commentary. Like K-Os,
you can check Stars at the Mar-
quee later this month. -MG

Smile ~ Brian Wilson

In case you hadn’t heard
the scoop, SMiLE is Beach Boy
Brian Wilson’s long-abandoned
masterpiece, the Californian
precursor to Pete Townshend’s
unfinished Lifehouse record-
ing that produced Who’s Next.
As far as abandoned, audacious
rock projects go, Smile has a leg
up on the rest: Brian Wilson fin-
ished the album, albeit some 37
years later, releasing it last year
to rave reviews and much fan-
fare. Word has that it’s as good as
it was meant to be in 1967. Not
being alive in 1967, or in Brian
Wilson’s head, we can only guess
at how the project was supposed
to turn out—but we can say that
both Brian Wilson and ourselves
are very pleased with the result.
-CLR

Sonic Nurse ~ Sonic Youth
Thurston Moore and compa-
ny trade in their patented white
noise “jams” for more, more,
more melody on Sonic Nurse.
There’s still a Jazzmaster or two
buzzing out reams of feedback in
the not-too-distant sonic back-
drop of even the most tranquil
ballads, but for the most part the
emphasis is on engaging listen-
ers, rather than provoking them
(or breaking their mirrors). Be-
sides, Sonic Nurse is what the
most influential band in all of
indie rock (since 1985) has been
up to lately, and that is reason
enough to warrant a listen. -CLR

Tyrannosaurus Hives ~ The Hives

It's short, hypnotic, hyperki-
netic, and, of course, sweet. Who
knows what lead screecher Pete
Almgqyvist is actually saying—but
who cares? This isn’t a thinking
man’s band—it’s good old blues-
based rock and roll, played by
Swedes, with a healthy dose of
speed. Lots of speed. Get over
the stupid white-suited bow-tie
act, get into the music. -CLR

Up All Night ~ Razorlight

We once heard someone
call these guys the Strokes of
the U.K.—true only if they were
whiney pretentious punks who
sucked. This album is super
punchy and upbeat. By the time
you get to the title track, it's hum-
ming along and doesn’'t let up
until it’s done. -MG

You Are The Quarry ~ Morrissey

The fact there are no less than
three references to the Smiths in
this list is enough to give poor ol’
Morrissey a spot on the 2004 ta-
ble. Never mind the fact that You
Are the Quarry is a damned good
album. -CLR

We wish death upon: Aerosmith’s
Honkin'on Bobo, the Trews’ House
of Ill Fame, anything Silvertide,
Boy... might as well throw in Al-
ter Bridge's new single—minus
Mark Tremonti’s guitar solo—for
good measure, Elton John, Sky
Sweetname, Lindsay Lohan, Ash

leey Simpson, contrived “ward-
robe malfunctions”, and on and
on and on and on...

dalgazette.ca
Rocking it on that

there interweb, like
hardcore and stuff.

Blues & Jazz Club

Live performances
Pool Tables

L") Chill nights
Excellent cozy atmosphere

For more information please visit...

WWW.jpjazzclub.com

Members & Guests Welcome
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Dave Moriné-Wentworth
Staff Contributor

utting out of the Persian Gulf
Iover 28 stores, the Burj al-Arab
has become the pillar landmark
of the Dubai skyline. This city
has quickly emerged as one of
the most affluent and prosper-
ous metropolises in the Middle
East. Considered to be one of
the safest destinations for for-
eign tourists in the Middle East,
along with a large expatriate
community and familiar staples
of westernization, Dubai attracts
visitors from all the four corners
of the globe. Arabic culture de-
notes a guest as a gift from Allah;
it is therefore not surprising that
Dubai prides itself on being one
of the most hospitable cities on
the planet. From desert safaris to
decadent shopping, Dubai and
the greater United Arab Emirates
have something to offer all visi-
tors.

The climate of Dubai can be
surmised in one word: hot. Be-
tween November and April the
United Arab Emirates is a lovely
escape from a chilly Canadian
winter. However, for the remain-
ing months the heat can be un-
bearable, with temperatures
soaring towards 50C. Regardless
of when you go, there are ample
opportunities to beat the heat.
For those that prefer decadence
and extr: nce, Dubai will not
disappoint.

The shopping in in Dubai is
unparalleled. The city has an ar-
ray of Sougs that each specializes
in a particular commodity. The
Diera Old Souq is well known

The shok
4 gnpar'a'l‘\e|ed-

for being a place to buy spices,
and is a great chance to tantalize
your senses. Another aromatic
venue is the Spice Souq, which
sells European and spicier Arabic
fragrances. Finally, the Bur Dubai
Souq is a superb place to pick
up goods that cater to Dubai’s
Pakistani community, includ-
ing memorable saris at bargain
prices.

If you are looking for a place
to lay your head than you may
want to consider the infamous
Burk al-Arab, considered to
be the only seven-star hotel in
the world. Expect to drop over

e

$1,000 Canadian per night for
the privilege of staying in this im-
maculate showpiece. Each room
comes equipped with a large
plasma screen television, a spiral
staircase leading to a king sized
bedroom and a private whirlpool
hot tub.

The United Arab Emirates has
a modern network of highways
that make self-drive vacations a
breeze. Outside of Dubai are the
vast Margham Red Dunes, which
act as a playground for extreme
sports enthusiasts. Whether you
want to cruise across velvety and
gracious sand dunes in a four-

University community.

Student Services
Room G28, Main Level
Killam Memorial Library
Dalhousie University

Rosemary Gill Award

In June of 1995 the President approved the establishment of the Rosemary Gill
Award in memory of Dr. Rosemary Gill, Director of University Health Services,
who exemplified a high level of commitment of service to students, both in terms
of her responsibilities as a physician on campus and as a member of the larger

Awards are presented annually to a member or members of faculty or staff of
the University who have provided outstanding service, other than teaching, to
students. The selection of recipients is to be made by a committee consisting
of the President, the Vice-President - Student Services, the Chair of the Student
Relations and Residence Committee of the Board of Governors, and a student
appointed by the Student Union.

The first Rosemary Gill Awards were presented in February, 1996, and
nominations are now being sought for awards to be presented in 2005.
Nominations should include the rationale for the nomination and up to three
letters of support, preferably including at least one from a student or students.
Nominations should be submitted to:

The Office of the Vice-President

DALHOUSIE
UNIVERSITY

Halifax, Nova Scotia B3H 4H8

The deadline for nominations is Friday, March 4, 2005.

Inspiring
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% Burj al:{\_{ab in Dubai, United f
“yy  Arab Emirates: the only seven- {

star hptel in the world.

wheel drive vehicle, or get a bird’s
eye view by taking a 4,000-metre
tandem sky dive, the Red Dunes
have it, and are only a quick jaunt
from downtown Dubai.

If your heart’s desire is to
abandon all the sleek, modern-
ized creature comforts of opulent
Dubai, push further South to the
Buraimi Oasis. Nestled along the
border with Oman, the Buraimi
Oasis is a fantastic gateway into
the desertabyss. Beyond the com-
forts of the Oasis’ resort hotels are
traditional Bedouin camps. With
proper planning, one can take
part in a camel trek into the des-
ert and spend the night camping
on a sand dune. Few things in the
world are as stunning as watch-
ing the morning sunrise over the
endless taupe dunes.

Small Business
Own this Space for
only 120/week!

Call Gazette Advertising
e 494-6532

AERO WORLD TRAVELS

- The Travel Professionals

Our experienced Travel Consultants
will be pleased to organize your:

* spring break “all-inclusive™ package
¢ (rip home
* insurance coverage
* cruise
*hotel & car rental, etc.
Contact us today at
(902) 422-4416
ot email your questions to
admin@aero-worldtravels.com

Located:
1718 Argyle Street, Suite 230,
Halifax, Nova Scotia
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CKDU Top 100

Continued from Page 10...

52 e Evaporators - Ripple Rock
53 * Immaculate Machine -
Transporter
54 « Numbers - In My Mind All Time
55 ¢ Death From Above 1979 -
Romantic Rights
56 * Tangiers - Never Bring You
Pleasure
57 » Carolyn Mark & Her New Best
Friends - Pros And Cons Of
Collaboration
58 ® Gabe Minnikin - Gabe Minnikin
59 ® Various - Peanuts & The Corn:
Fall 2003
60 ® Chromeo - She’s In Control
61 * Tracy And Plastics - Culture For
Pigeon
62 ® David Rovics - Behind Barricades
63 e Lil Pocket Knife - Pants Control
64 * Eleni Mandell - Afternoon
65 ® Tormented - Combustible
66 ® Die Monitr Batss/A.S.T. - Split
67 ® Girl Nobody - The Future Isn't
What It Used To Be
68 ® Beans - Down By Law
69 * Contrived - Star EP
70 ® Gay - You Know The Rules
71 » Sweet Tenders - 1...2...3...Love
72 ® Various - Ya Heard?! Canadian
Hip Hop Parameters
73 * Thesis Sahib - Wartime Theme
Songs For Modern Ego
74 » Old Man Luedecke - Mole In
Ground
75 * A.C. Newman - Slow Wonder
76 ® Sourkeys - S/T
77 * Belle And Sebastian - Books
78 » All Purpose Voltage Heroes - End
Of Daniel Jonathan Poole
79 * Kary - Light
80 * Atomic 7 - En Hillbilly Caliente
81 * William Shatner - Has Been
82 ® Various - Border Crossing: Vol. 2
83 * High Dials - Fields In Glass
84 » Hot Snakes - Audit In Progress
85 * Bumblebeez 81 - Printz
86 ® Aaron Booth - Our Last Escape
87 * Greenfield Main - I'll Take a
Chance
88 ¢ Eagles Of Death Metal - Peace
Love Death Metal
89 ® Heavy Meadows - Heavy
Meadows (3)
90 * Man Man - S/T
91  Interpol - Antics
92 ¢ Andre Ethier - With Christopher
Sandes Featuring Pickles And Price
93 e Stills - Logic Will Break Your Heart
94 ¢ eff - Those Are Not My Bongos
95 ® Various - DFA: Compilation #1
96 ® Fur Cups For Teeth - Allergic To
Fur
97 * Spinoza - Light And Blindness
98 * Get effed - Get effed
99 ¢ Idiom Creak - Room From Anor
Music
100 * City Field - Authentic City

Teach English
Worldwide!
Start Your Adventure Toda
World Class TESOL
R Certification in 5-days

Graduates are Teaching
»* in 85 Countries

Job Guarantee!
FREE Info Night Tuesday @ 6pm
Compu College, 1526 Dresden Row

1-888-270-2941
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Skratch Bastid Takes Care of Business

Christina Stefanski
Staff Contributor

« hey don’t keep me warm

at night,” says Paul Mur-
phy—though his turntables are
the love of his life. Murphy has
DJ-ed throughout North America
and Europe under the name Sk-
ratch Bastid since 1997. His style
of blending mainstream and un-
derground hip-hop music has
generated much attention and
established Murphy as a highly
influential and respected DJ in
hip hop culture.

So whatdoes Murphy do other
than create impressive routines
on his turntables? “I make the
dopest nachos in the world.” He
smirks. “It’s a secret.” He pauses.
“It's the whole technique.” The
secret, it seems, is not in the rec-
ipe, but in Murphy’s method. If
salsa were the flow of music and
chips were the crowd of people,
Skratch Bastid would be the hot
sauce dabbed on each syllable.
One can only imagine how deli-
cious his nachos taste—he mas-
tered the craft of making them
before even being interested in
rap. He tells me to “dig in-you
gotta taste the power.”

Murphy’s eclectic style of

Find TravelCUTS here...

turntablism is the power he’ll use
to change the representation of
the DJ in recorded and live hip-
hop.

“It's hard to convince anybody
that you make a living as Skratch
Bastid and that you're a DJ [be-
cause] people don't think that
DJs are musicians,” Murphy says.
In addition to feeling as though
the element of DJ-ing in hip-hop
culture is “really lost right now,”
Murphy acknowledges that rap-
ping is an amazing innovative
process. But he still insists that

It’s hard to convince
anybody that you
make a living as Sk-
ratch Bastid and that
you're a DJ [because]
people don’t think that
DJs are musicians.

the DJ is “the guts behind the
scenes.” He wants hip-hop fans
to recognize not only the creative
vocals of the rapper but also the
cleverness and hard work of the
turntablist. Murphy plans on
bringing light to the talent of the
DJ by “making the DJ part longer
with rappers still doing their own

Murphy's eclectic style of turntablism is the power he’ll use to
change the representation of the DJ in recorded and live hip-hop.

parts” in live and recorded hip-
hop.

Skratch Bastid compares DJ-
ing to baseball: the roles of the
DJ and the rapper are relatable to
the positions of pitcher and the
catcher, he says—in both cases,
team effort is vital for perfor-

EURODE FOR LESS EURDS!

mance. Sports have structured
Murphy’s work ethic although
he insists that he was not a jock.
At 23, Murphy has made DJ-ing
his career, but only while bal-
ancing his other responsibilities
and hobbies. He says that he was
“mad into sports and played ev-

erything” before he started DJ-
ing; sports honed his time man-
agement skills as they “put order
in my life,” he says.

Murphy’s goal of attaining
more recognition for DJs has
been influenced by what he feels
is sincere appreciation of his
music in Europe. He says that
Europeans have not given in to
a certain “rap stereotype” that
is mainly involved with North
American hip hop culture.

In Europe, “it’s not about the
image, it's the substance.” Mur-
phy says that he is not trying to
fit a certain rap image, but that
he is striving to raise awareness
of DJ-ing. His car mileage reads
60 000km, all accumulated in
18 months worth of traveling to
shows—a testament to his devo-
tion to turntablism, as sure as
any.

The new album, Takin’ Care
of Business, features Skratch Bas-
tid, John Smith and Pip Skid, a
collaboration between Winnipeg
and Halifax hip-hop scenes. It
will be released sometime in Jan-
uary/February 2005 with a tour
scheduled around March or April.
“I Ain’t Lazy,” a single pulled from
the album, has an upcoming vid-
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Chris Fedora

R O Y
2extant Contriouto!

W’mtcr Carnival Week is coming up and there are lots of fun things
planned. These events are planned by very smart, organized,
dedicated, politically correct individuals within the DSU. I have talked
to them, and the events that are planned sound like a blast. I realized,
however, that if the planning had been left up to me, the result would
have been completely different. I am not organized. I am apathetic
towards most things. I have been in university for nearly a decade,
and I am politically incorrect like it is my job. Nope, if Winter Carnival
had been left up to me, it probably would have ended up with events
something like this:

Inter School Snowball Fight (Dalhousie vs Sacred Heart Elementary)
- Let’s show those six-year-olds who’s boss, extra points for
deadliest hit
- Bras allowed as sling-shots (Advantage: Dal)

Snow Drawing Contest
- Drink four pitchers of beer and then draw the most elaborate
picture in the snow
- If a tie occurs between a male and a female, the female wins
due to added dextral difficulty

The Citadel Hill Naked Luge
- Boys don'’t get snatched up by a John on your way down
- Girls may not be given handicap for body parts that make them
less aerodynamic

The Drink ‘Till You Would Take Home Anything Ball
- No carnival is complete without a ball. No ball is complete with
out booze.
- Wear your ugliest suit or dress and proceed to drink. The ugliest
hook up will win a prize.
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LAN GAMING
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Halifax
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Chris Fedora

Sextant Contributor

o I'm in the Grawood last week

for the World Junior final... you
remember, the one where we kicked
Russia’s ass all over the ice. I'm sit-
ting there joking and laughing and
carrying on with my friends for a
good hour, various random people
spread throughout the table with
whom [ was not acquainted. Af-
ter a while, a cute blond girl that I
had talked to briefly looks across
the table at me and asks, “I'm sorry,
I don’'t know you. Who are you?”
This would be an innocent ques-
tion to anyone else, one that should
provoke a polite and friendly in-
troduction. It would have been, if
it was said to anyone else...not me
though. I looked across the table
and stared her right in the face and
I said, in the most (fake) arrogant
voice I could muster, “Who am I?
You don’t know who I am? I'm Chris
Fedora Goddammit, and don’t you
forget it.”

Now, anyone who knows me
would know that I was only kidding
around and that in the two seconds
following my arrogant outburst I
would promptly smile and politely
apologize for being rude and then
properly introduce myself.

However, on this occasion I
didn’t have the chance to correct
myself. My friends on either side
had heard the question and my re-
tort and had begun to chime in with
references to things I have done or
am doing that might jog her memo-
ry as to my identity.

One friend, Carrie McMullin,
even went so far as to say, “Fedora
is Halifamous.” Halifamous? What
was this term? I wasn’t sure if I
wanted to be Halifamous. I imme-
diately stopped the praise pouring
in from all sides of the table, and
began to focus on this Halifamous
reference. Carrie told me that The
Coast had recently posted a sec-

tion in their “Best Of” issue, about
people who were Halifamous. The
term, as she understood it, refers to
people who were, or are, famous in
Canada and perhaps the world, but
remain uniquely dear to the hearts
of Haligonians, whether they de-
serve it or not.

The winner of this year’s Halifa-
mous personality went to Joel Plas-
kett, with first runner up being Gary
Beals, followed by Rick Mercer and
Mike Smith (aka Bubbles).

[ look at this list and while I feel
proud that some people think to
include me in a list with the likes
of Plaskett, Mercer and Smith, the
Beals comparison deeply offends
me. Sure I had a very public battle
with ATV News—specifically that
little fireball of a reporter Elizabeth
Chiu—Ilast year that escalated out
of control. (I aint got nothing but
love fo ya Liz baby!)

Sure people stop Todd Bertuzzi
on the street all the time and tell
him he looks like me. Sure I am one
of the most eligible bachelors on
campus. All this aside, do I really
deserve to be on such a prestigious
list (excluding Beals of course)? You
damn well better bet I do.

There were some notable excep-
tions from the list however. Some
people I thought needed to be men-
tioned.

Some people, who upon open-
ing up the Coast that week and
not seeing their name listed ahead
of Gary Beals broke down in tears,
as if they had not won the Teen
Choice Award they had hoped they
would. The following is a short list
of names that I think need to be ac-
knowledged:

1. Jonathan Torrens — J-Rock
deserves a shout here not for his
performance in Trailer Park Boys,
and not for his critically acclaimed
investigative work on Street Cents,
and not even for his Oprah-esque
domination of the talk show scene

Newspaper

| Am Halifamous!

on Jonovision. No, he deserves
props for his aww inspiring, jaw
dropping appearance on the Jo
Schmo sequel on Spike; a perfor-
mance that would make one look
to the sky and see heaven and make
the deaf hear again.

2. Peter North - Do I really need
to go into this one? My buddies ran
into Peter downtown over the holi-
days and nearly lost their minds.
Nice to see that the lure of having
sex with some of the hottest porn
stars in the world couldn’t keep this
man away from the warmth and
hospitality that is his home town of
Spryfield.

3. The Old Guy with the Eye

Patch in Front of The Clyde St LC
and the Top Hat Guy who Sells
Flowers Downtown-I will remem-
ber these two fine gentlemen of the
evening long after I have left Halifax.
They are true staples of the diversity
of this city (I really don’t know how,
it just sounded good).
4. Tom Traves - [ was going to leave
Tommy boy off of this list, but so
many people know his name...it’s
just too bad no one knows what he
looks like because he never leaves
his lair atop Dalhousie.

5. Colleen Jones - The lone
woman on the list, Colleen has
inspired a whole new generation
of women curlers who want to be
weather reporters. In the next few
years, the market will be cloudy
and there won't be any jobs left for
these girls...so for those of you who
are aspiring to one day destroy the
rest of the world one stone at a time,
stop now, head another way, there
will be no work for you. Colleen is
and will be going strong with that
world famous smile for a long time
to come.

Anyone who doesn’t know me
may find this article quite cocky and
may just write me off as an arrogant
jerk. To those people I say “How the
hell don’t you know me?”

All-Night LAN Party January 15"
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Michael Gorman
sports@dalgazette.ca

- 19 Sports

Women’s Hockey
Sun. Jan. 16 @ 1 p.m. vs. STU

The men’s swim team is ranked sixth in

: The women’s swim team is ranked
Canada

. Leanna MacLean of the women’s track
ninth in Canada

team is ranked first in Canada in the

Men’s Hockey 1000-m

The men’s volleyball is ranked sixth in
Fri.Jan. 14 @ 7 p.m. vs. STU

Bob Phipps of the men’s swim team is
Canada

ranked first in Canada in the 400-metre

freestyle
Men’s Hockey

Sports Briefs
Sat. Jan. 15 @ 7 p.m. vs. UdeM

The women’s track team is ranked

eighth in Canada Adrienne Power of the women'’s track

team is ranked first in Canada in the 60-m

Joey Ryba
Staff Contributor

he Dalhousie cross-country

season finished on a high—
and the track and field team
wants to maintain a similar level.
In the AUS, Dal’s women are the
overwhelming favourites. On the
men'’s side, Dal and SMU are ex-
pected to battle for top spot.

The men will look to Paul
Chafe, Kerry MacNeil, Chris Gou-
let, Gerard Brae and John Corbet
to lead the way.

“We need to make sure that
we have a broad based program
so all the events are covered,”
says coach Dan Hennigar. “We
need all guys stepping up be-
cause the competition is really
tight. It may come down to one
or two guys stepping up.”

Hennigar points to Paul
Chafe, who had a breakthrough
year in cross-country as one of
the team’s top athletes.

“In the past, he's had a bit of
bad luck on the track,” says Hen-
nigar. “But things are looking up.
Paul is way ahead of where he
was last year and is our guy in the
3000-metre.”

hard—we hope to have enough to
beat [St. Mary’s] and [I'Université
de Moncton] at the AU’s,” says
Chafe. “Chris Goulet is good
form. He has a good shot at going

to (nationals) again. John Corbet
is another guy in good form - he’s
our best shot at having a middle
distance guy at (nationals). Josh
Davidson is training to be suc-
cessful and overall, I'd say the
men’s 4 x 800-metre relay team
and the 1-kilometre and 3-km
are very strong.”

As for personal goals, Chafe
plans to keep on improving. “I
want to make nationals for the
first time,” says Chafe. “I'd like
to see our men's team improve
as well. Last year, the men’s team
didn’t score a single point at the
nationals, so we definitely want
to improve on that.”

The women’s team is very
strong. As usual, Adrienne Power
will set the pace for the women.
Power is the defending gold med-

nigar. “She’s posted some of the
best times and in a race in the
fall, she ran faster than anyone in
the country in the last two years.
She’s the best or undoubtedly

Track and Field Takes
Centre Stage

Mugging for the camera. / Photo: Duncan Enman

one of the best women’s runners
in Canada.”

Power says that after last
year’s great success, the team has
a tough act to follow.

“Last year, the women’s team
came third at CI's which was the
highest ever,” she says. “It’s going
to be tough to match or better
that. We have some key losses.
Janice Ashworth and Jen Pann
won't be competing this year, but
despite those loses we have some
key athletes in Leanne MacLean,
Leanne Huck and Lauren Grant.”

Overall, Power is happy with
the way things are progressing.

“The expectations are high
this year but we have a hard work-
ing group—Leanne MacLean is
an excellent athlete and wants to
maintain that level. Both Huck

Power wants to keep competing
and improving:

“l want to maintain my [cur-
rent] level,” she says, “and go as
far as I can.”

Inside the locker
‘room with ...

Lg »

This week I interviewed Carolyn

Peppin, of the women’s basketball team.
Carolyn is one of the top 3-point shooters
in the AUS.
Theresa Anne Salah

L%
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TR = i-Staff Contributor

What did you do on New Year’s Eve?

I helped my one-armed gimped roommate get ready to go
out, watched her and others drink, went to dinner with a
firefighter in training, gambled a bit, watched the count
down, was asleep by 12:05 a.m. and up at the crack of dawn
for a basketball game. Woo hoo!

What'’s your New Year’s resolution this year?

No more late night baking, no more jubilee panty pillow
fights in ouf kitchen window (it’s starting to leave perma-
nent marks), no-more leaving my blinds twisted so creepy
people can see me. And continue to keep my Halloween
costume a secret.

How do you plan on occupying yourself during the winter
months in Halifax?

Air hockey, air hockey, air hockey. Who knew grocery shop-
ping at the Superstore would turn into a semester of beating
my roommates at air hockey? By the way, there is one table
Jeft! Best deal in town. How could you refuse?

What are three things you wish you could take back or redo

from last term? v -
Scheduling five 8:30 a.m. classes a week was torture. Living
across the street from the AAA convenience store—damn
you ice cream sandwiches—and the massive amount of
human waste that was floating around in our basement for
who knows how long. .

What's the most embarrassing thing you ever did on a
date?
I was out with the Palace dancer and he took me to pizza

Chafe knows this season will  alist in the 60-metre and 300-m  and Grant are extremely dedicat- %o corner where he continued to.dance on the v.virgdow sﬂ}r ;\?1
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p , : - : : » - treasure. Tinsisted he spend it on a haircut instead. All of a
The men’s team is training sprinters in Canada,” says Hen- As for her own personal goals, -

sudden about 30 guys started clinking knives on their drink-
ing glasses and I had a giant wad.of butter stuck to'my foot.
I had been shoe checked—mortifying.”
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The Water Cooler

Michael Gorman
Sports Editor

t the end of last weekend’s

NFL playoff game between
the Vikings and Packers, mem-
bers from both teams joined
hands and knelt in a prayer cir-
cle.

There was a time when such
a sight was unthinkable. Today, it
is commonplace.

Religion has become increas-
ingly visible in sports, be it a box-
er praying in his corner before a
fight, a baseball player pointing
to the sky after hitting a home
run or prayer circles like the one
that took place in the football
game.

But while it's become more
visible in recent years, religion in
sport is nothing new.

Sandy Koufax, one of the
greatest pitchers in the history of
baseball, made as much news off
the field as he did on it in 1965:
playing in that year’s World Se-
ries, the Jewish Koufax refused to
pitch in the opening game for the
L.A. Dodgers. Because the game
fell on Yom Kippur, the holiest
day of the Jewish faith, Koufax
instead chose to fast and observe
the date.

Koufax was celebrated for be-
ing open about his beliefs at a
time when it was a taboo thing to
discuss publicly.

Legendary football coach
Vince Lombardi was well known
for taking his players to Sunday
mass each week before games.

Many

professional athletes

Muhammaed Ali took what is to date the biggest religious-based
stance by a professional athlete when he refused to particpate

say that having religion in their
lives helps them stay grounded
in the face of all the pressures
and trappings that go hand in
hand with leading a high profile
lifestyle. Some, like the late foot-
ball great Reggie White, become
so involved in their faith that
they actually become ordained
ministers.

Of course, Christianity and
Judaism aren’t the only reli-
gions that have been mixed into
Sports.

Two of the greatest athletes of
all time, Cassius Clay and Lew Al-
cindor, would reach their greatest
successes long after converting
to Islam and taking the names
Muhammad Ali and Kareem Ab-
dul-Jabbar, respectively.

Ali took what is to date per-
haps the biggest religious-based
stance by a professional athlete

in the Vietnam war.

when he refused to participate
in the Vietnham War on religious
grounds. As a result,
stripped of his heavyweight title
and effectively blacklisted by
the sport of boxing for almost 10
years.

Some question if religion re-
ally has a place in sports. Many
people would be happy if prayer
circles, thanks given to God and
religious symbols were kept off
the playing field—but it’s a de-
bate that doesn’t have a correct
answer.

Regardless of whether you .
think religion has a place in

sports or not, it’s hard to debate
the example of character shown
by athletes such as Ali and Kou-
fax. We would all do better to
strive for such lofty goals.

NFL Playoff and Previews

M:chael Gorman

Editol

Vikings vs. Eagles
Make no mistake,
win by the Vikes was no fluke.
Randy Moss and Daunte Culpep-
per are both cooking right now.
As for the Eagles, without Terrel
Owens, they're the same bums
who haven’t been able to get the
job done for the last three years.
Vikings to win

last week’s

Krystal Blade
Tattoo & Piercing
Come check outour

ated on the corner
of Inglis and Barrington

Rams vs. Falcons

[ was surprised how many
people wrote off the Rams last
week. This week will be a differ-
ent story though. Coming off a
bye, the Falcons should be the
stronger team. But as usual, they
will live and die by the play of
quarterback Michael Vick.

Falcons to win

Colts vs. Patriots

The Colts are hot and the
Patriots are banged up. But the
Pats have had Payton Manning’s

The

Famil
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Halifax Professional Center
5991 Spring Garden Rd. Suite 102, Halifax

420-2038

Monday to Friday
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11:00 am - 5:00 pm

Flu Shot Clinics
TIRED OF ER WAITS?

443-2038

www.thefamilyfocus.ca

number in the past and while

the Colts may have the stronger

offense, their defense is just too

weak to even things out.
Patriots to win

Jets vs. Steelers
Like the Rams,

he was |

I was sur- |

prised how many people were |

betting against the Jets last week.
I like Chad Pennington. But I'like
Ben Roethlisberger and Plaxico
Burress even more. The Jets are
going to get murdered.

Steelers to win... big

Medical
Clinics
Walk-in or Call
Sameday Appointments

Other locations:
Sackville Dartmouth
869-2038 462-2038

we Dr.

Dominic Noel looks to lead the Tigers to the playoffs.

/ Photo: Nick Pearce

Men’s Hockey
Continues to Struggle

Jenn Casey

fter a dismal first half of the

season, the men’s hockey
team had a chance to start anew
last weekend with two games
in New Brunswick. But just like
most New Year’s resolutions, this
chance faded quickly.

The last-place Tigers sput-
tered out of the gates with a 7-4
loss to their fellow league bottom
dweller the St. Thomas Tommies.
This was followed up by a 4-1 loss
to the University of New Bruns-
wick.

Dal will have a chance for
redemption on Friday when St.
Thomas visits for a rematch. The
next night Dalhousie will have to
play David to the league'’s Goli-
ath: second-place I'Université de
Moncton comes to town

This isn't as tall an order as it
might seem. Though they’'ve had
alot of trouble with weaker teams
this year, Dal has proven itself
able to beat first-rate teams.

Fans will also get a chance to
see star Tiger Dominic Noel dur-
ing his first home game since
the Dec. 14 finale of “Making the
Cut,” the reality show that grant-
ed six NHL tryouts to hockey
hopefuls.

Noel, who finished the show
as the leader in assists and never
appeared in danger of being cut,
got the nod for one of the six try-
out spots.

Though he was offered a mi-
nor league contract through the
Florida Panthers, Noel decided
return to the Tigers to finish his
commerce degree and await the
return of NHL hockey instead.

Fans of the Tigers will also
get their first look at the new ad-
ditions of power forward Adam
Wojcik and defensemen David
Hopkins and Geoff Patton.

Despite poor numbers so far, =~

the Tigers shouldn’t be written
off just yet. Only 13 points sepa-
rate Dal from first place, and the
losses suffered haven't been for a
lack of effort. As one of the hard-
est working teams in the league,
the entire squad has been snake-
bitten on the goal front.

I'he team - hopes the new
makeup and Noel’s recent vote
of confidence will help with goal
scoring — something that has
eluded Dal thus far.

The Tigers face the St. Thom-
as Tommies at the Dalhousie Me-
morial Arena on Friday, Jan. 14
at 7 p.m. and the Université de
Moncton Aigles Bleus the follow-
ing day.
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