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Student Accessibility Fund Meet·ng 
Thursday, November 4th at 5:45pm in 

Room 224 of the SUB 
All are welcome! ! ! 

Society Info 
Ratification: If you are interested in starting a society 
on campus you can contact Tamara Conrad, Vice­
President (Internal) at the DSU Council Office, at 
dsuvpi@dal.ca or 494-1276. All societies ratified last 
year must re-ratify. Deadline for ratifications is October 
31 5

\ 2004. . 

Audits: It's time for all A and C level societies to get 
audited! Bring your society's cheque book, deposit 
book, general ledger, bank statements, bank 
reconciliation, and transaction records to Jonathan 
Wilson, Vice-President (Finance & Operations) at the 
DSU Council Offices, at dsuvpfo@dal.ca or 494-1278. 

The DSU gives out $40,000 in 
Grants to students and 

societies each year. Each 
student is eligible for up 
to $100 per semester and 
each ratified society is 

eligible for up to $1000 per 
semester. For more 

information, contact Tamara 
Conrad, DSU VP (Internal) at 

dsu i®dal.ca. 

DSU Council Meeting 
The next meeting of the DSU Council will be 
on November 1Oth at 6:30pm in the Council 

Chambers. 

f1Mte]Jllte1re811'ed in ge • with 
~9111 Life on C pus 1niog the 

C unity Committee, contact 
ze~ VP ( tudent Life) 
at dsu l@dal.ca 

TECH 
DEPT 

452-3573 
www.mytechdept.com 

TV TUNER CARD ~ 
No TV? No Problem! Watch TV on your PC ~ 

LG 12X DVD BURNER 
Bum your own DVDs - Includes 25 blank DVDs 

Buying a burner? Get a FREE GIFT! 

17' LCD Monitor 128 MB MP3 Player 

Authorized BenQ Reseller 
Order on-line- we accept all major credit cards! 

Free Delivery To All South-End Locations 
Installation Available On All Purchases 



Editorial 
Quentin Casey 
Editor-In-Chief 

As I stood in the doorway pre­
paring to leave the house of 

Vern Westhaver after our Sunday 
morning interview, the WWII 
veteran shook my hand and said, 
"It's been a pleasure meeting 
you." 

Meeting me?, I thought. The 
pleasure was all mine, I can as­
sure you. 

Mr. Westhaver is a member 
of the generation that essentially 
helped to both create and protect 
the modern world as we know 
it. His was a generation without 
equal: a generation tested in a 
way we never will be. And the 
members of that generation re­
sponded admirably, in a way that 
I don't think we ever could, and 
in a way that secured us the life 
we live today. 

This is certainly not a new 
take on those who were born in 
the early decades of the twentieth 
century. In terms of populist his­
tory, famed American journalist 
Tom Brokaw wrote The Greatest 
Generation in 1998, highlighting 
the unprecedented contribution 
made by these men and women. 

According to Brokaw, mem­
bers of the greatest generation 
were the reason for the success 
achieved during the war and in 
the years since: "They came of 
age during the Great Depression 
and the Second World War and 
went on to build modern [soci­
ety)-men and women whose 
everyday lives of duty, honor, 
achievement and courage gave 
us the world we have today." 

Essentially, we are indebted 
to them for the opportunities we 
find before ourselves today. On 
a daily basis we reap the bounty 
that was secured for both our 
generation and that of our par­
ents. Few could dispute the re­
ality that we have opportunities 
and resources available to us that 

were only dreamed of during the 
depression and war years. 

Yet despite all they have pro­
vided us, we do not show our 
respect nearly enough. We owe 
them more than we will ever 
know, and yet we do so little to 
show our appreciation outside of 

the occasion as they did. Some 
might argue that we haven't been 
given the chance to prove our­
selves in such a way. 

I'm not trying to be an idealist 
in my representation; there is ob­
viously another side of the coin 
here. Many generations have 
served their country and many 
generations have achieved suc­
cess on different fronts. We are 
certainly not the first generation 
to reap the rewards of past sacri­
fices. 

Historian Howard Zinn has 
taken a completely different in­
terpretation of the greatest gen­
eration, of which he himself is a 
member. 

"I refuse to celebrate them as 
'the greatest generation,"' writes 
Zinn. "Because in doing so we are 
celebrating courage and sacrifice 
in the cause of war. And we are 
miseducating the young to be­
lieve that military heroism is the 
noblest form of heroism, when 
it should be remembered only 
as the tragic accompaniment of 
horrendous policies driven by 
power and profit. 

"His was a generation without equal: a generation 
tested in a way we never will be. And the members of 
that generation responded admirably, in a way that I 

don't think we ever could, and in a way that secured us 
the life we live today.'' 

our Nov. 11 reflection. It won't be 
long before there are no longer 
living World War veterans with us 
on Remembrance Day. This will 
be a sad day. We will no longer be 
in unparalleled company. 

It is in these moments of re­
flection on Remembrance Day 
that we realize that many of the 
struggles and tribulations of our 
generation are trivial and insig­
nificant in comparison to those 
of the past. And yes, I do realize 
that everything is relative and 
that we live in different times 
that do not require us to rise to 

"I would propose other choic­
es if we are to educate the young 
people of our time in the values 
of peace and justice." 

There is surely some weight in 
Zion's argument. But after meet­
ing Mr. Westhaver this weekend, 
I feel privileged to have been able 
to talk with someone of his gen­
eration so candidly. 

And although Mr. Westhaver 
would be the first to say I was 
exaggerating and giving him too 
much credit, I know was in the 
presence of greatness. 
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I hate birthdays, why all the 
attention on me? If you spank 

me, I will leave. 

\WJDALHOUSIE 
\!I UNIVERSITY 

THIS WEEK'S OB EWS 
Inspiring Minds 

Upcoming Events ... 

Job Search Workshops 
November 8 

Visit www.dal.ca/sec for more info. 

Job Search Workshops 

The Student Employment Centre, in partnership with Academic Initiatives and 
Student Development, will be conducting their last Job Search Workshops on: 

Interviewing Success- November 8, 6:30 - 7:30pm, Howe Hall 
(Cameron Room) 

If you are interested in attending this workshop, please RSVP by emailing 
jennifer.miller@dal.ca including the following information: 

1. Name of workshop 
2. Program of study 
3· Year of study 

SUB, 446- 902-494-3537 
student.employment@dal.ca- W\VW.dal.ca/sec 
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D-Day Veteran's Service Has Never Ceased 
Quentin Casey 
Editor-In-Chief 

Vern Westhaver sits forward 
on his sofa, points his fin­

ger upward and says firmly: ''I'm 
very fortunate. There are not very 
many of us left. And I'm no war 
hero." 

This statement serves as a 
general preface to Westhaver's 
experiences as a World War II 
soldier and veteran-experi­
ences that quickly reveal that it 
wouldn't be hard to prove him 
wrong on his last point. 

Westhaver is one of an ever­
decreasing number of Canadian 
WWII veterans. He is 82 years 
old now, but can vividly recount 
the time he spent overseas serv­
ing his country decades ago. 
And Westhaver's service has not 
ceased since: the Halifax-born 
veteran has remained actively in­
volved with his legion (Vimy 27), 
the annual poppy campaign and 
helping his fellow servicemen. 

Westhaver was only 19 years 
old when he and five friends 
decided to enlist in the Army in 
1942. After training in Yarmouth 
and England to be a wireless 
operator in the Signal Corps, he 
found himself right in the middle 
of the crowning operation of the 
war-D-Day. Like many other 
Canadians, Westhaver stormed 
Juno beach in Normandy with 
the Third Canadian Division on 
June 6, 1944. 

"The thing I still remember is 
the water. The water was clear. 
You could see the bottom. It 
wasn't muddy or anything," he 
recalls. "I didn't like dead people, 
I was afraid of them. And here 
were these dead people; they 
were just like ghosts floating in 
the water. And that really both­
ered me because I knew they 
were all my age, and they had a 
Canadian patch on their shoul­
der." 

Despite almost drowning un­
der the weight of his radio pack, 
Westhaver managed to scramble 
up the beach. But reaching the 
shore was only the beginning. 

''After I got out of the water, all 
of the sudden I saw this airplane 
coming at me. It was a German 

fighter and there were sparks 
coming out of the wings. I didn't 
realize for a couple seconds that 
the guy was shooting at us. All of 
the sudden the light snapped on: 
'oh my God, he's shooting at us.' 
I dove in a hole and landed right 
on a dead Canadian," he says, 
hesitating. 

"That was my first day, my 
first real action. Everything else 
had been make-believe ... We 
were all scared to death-we'd 
never seen action before... I 
never forgot that airplane. And I 
never forgot the boys floating in 
the water. Some things you can 
never forget." 

This was Vern Westhaver's in­
troduction to war. 

He survived D-Day and spent 
the next 50 days operating the vi­
tal communications for the Allied 

Vern Westhaver : A Canadian war hero, then and now. 

forces. On July 29, 1944 he took a 
piece of shrapnel in the back. 

"The day I got hit, the shrap­
nel was real hot. It burned my 
back. My buddy pulled it out and 
dropped it on the ground, it was 
that hot. I picked it up and put it 
in my pocket. And I still have it." 

His wound earned him a six­
week stay in an English hospital. 
When the hole in his back healed, 
he was sent back to France for a 
second tour. 

The war left Westhaver with 
a mix of memories both terrible 
and fond. "You'd wake up in the 
morning and you'd be excited 
about something," he says. "But 
all of the sudden you'd hear that 
your best buddy got his head 
blown off." 

Westhaver had many memo­
rable experiences amidst the 

Photo: Quentin Casey 

horror of war. One of those oc­
curred on his flight to England 
for medical treatment. Despite 
being an avid collector of model 
airplanes, he had never flown 
before, and he was in awe of the 
view over the English Channel. 
"To me that was a real experi­
ence," he says. "Looking down at 
all the boats and the land-it was 
beautiful." 

Throughout it all-the good 
times and the bad-Westhaver 
felt he was part of a tightly knit 
group. 

"We were all together and 
we knew each other and we felt 
responsible for the other guy. If 
you were a Canadian and you got 
in trouble, the other Canadians 
around would help out." 

Westhaver was in Germany 
when the war ended on May 8, 

1945. He was one of the lucky 
ones. 

"The day the war was over 
was the happiest day of my life. I 
said to myself, 'Jesus, Westhaver, 
you made it.' Up until that point 
if someone said 'Are you going to 
make it?' I would have to say, 'I 
hope so.' But the war was over, I 
was going to go home, and I was 
still alive," he says. 

Westhaver returned from the 
killing fields of Europe only to 
spend a full year in hospital with 
severe pneumonia. Upon his re­
covery, he put his wartime exper­
tise with radios and electronics 
to use by opening his own busi­
ness, one he ran for 36 years. 
Westhaver married in 1948, built 
a house and had two children­
he returned to normalcy. 

But Westhaver has never for­
gotten his days in combat or 
those he served with. He has 
been involved with the Vimy 27 
legion for 35 years, and for the 
past 15 years has served as the 
Service Officer at the Vimy legion. 
In this role he aids other veter­
ans and their families through 
times of death and poor health 
by helping, among other things, 
to choose hospitals and arrange 
funerals for veterans with mea­
ger savings. 

He has also been heavily in­
volved in the annual poppy cam­
paign, which leads up to Remem­
brance Day. For 22 years he has 
pinned poppies on Haligonians 
young and old. 

This year he is again the pop­
py chairman for the Vimy legion 
and helps man the station at the 
Halifax Shopping Centre. "[The 
campaign] is important because 
they do something good with the 
money we make," he says. 

Like he did in Europe, West­
haver has continued to help his 
fellow soldiers. ''At the legion we 
look after the war vets. They're 
war vets and to me they're my 
buddies," he says proudly. 

Westhaver completes his ac­
count the same way he started 
it-with great modesty. "I was 
no hero; I just did what I was 
told," he says. But if Vern West­
haver isn't a hero, then we have 
to change our definition. 

MAl(£ IT ALL GR,EEK TO JjOu! 
£jt'9eo'S ll9U19St ptzzlltS Sute to t11Sptf9 ~olll" t~tel>udsl Zest~ £jt'aak. Slluea, seRSolliii~, tomlltoes 

eueumJ,ers, J,hl.ek. ohras llud flltll ll11d 1lo.z.zlltallll e&easesl J. tllste of m~~1elll ptopol""ttollS. 

Sl0l'S0l'SO® 
3087 Robie Street 

Delivery charge may apply. Must have a unique seven digit phone number (no extensions) for Club Greco points. Trademark of Grinner's Food Systems Limited, used under license. 
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Dal Cadet Reflects on Remembrance Day 
Reid Southwick 
Staff Contributor 

Steven Johnson passed up the 
chance for a free education 

at the Royal Military College af­
ter finishing the five-year Air Ca­
dets program in his hometown of 
Dalhousie, New Brunswick, fear­
ing that having a physics degree 
from the Canadian Forces would 
direct him into a career of mak­
ing bombs. 

But having developed leader­
ship skills, discipline and resolve 
through his Cadet training-all 
skills that are useful in the com­
petitive job market-Johnson 
became a Cadet instructor so he 
could "give back" when he moved 
to Halifax, enrolling at Dal. 

"The Cadets come in when 
they're 12 and you actually see 

them grow up," he says. "The 
reward you get from the Cadets 
achieving their goals makes it 
worth it." 

Johnson, 22, is a loyal mem­
ber of his community: organiz­
ing food drives and gathering 
donations for the Red Cross are 
all in a day's work for him. As a 
Cadet instructor, Johnson is re­
sponsible for the welfare of many 
underprivileged youth-a role he 
doesn't take lightly. 

"I parade [in the Stadacona 
Base] on Gottingen St. and have 
Cadets who come from the proj­
ects," he says. "And for them, the 
Cadets is the only stable thing 
they have in their lives." 

Cadets Canada is one of the 
country's oldest youth programs 
and has been geared toward fos­
tering a solid sense of citizen-

Behind the Music of the 
Halifax Pop Explosion 
Jess McDiarmid 
Katie Maskell 
Staff Contr butors 

H alifax Pop Explosion execu­
tive director Waye Mason 

says people are often surprised 
when they call the information 
line of the annual music festival 
and find themselves talking to 
him on his cell phone. 

Callers expect something fan­
cier-the Pop Explosion has, af­
ter all, played host to top-billing 
acts like Sloan, Thrush Hermit, 
and Hayden. 

The Halifax Pop Explosion 
(Nov. 4 to Nov. 6) is one of the 
most successful independent 
music festivals in Canada, with 
60 to 70 acts playing in seven 
venues. But Mason doesn't see 
himself as working in the big 
leagues. 

"It's a bunch of buds who get 
together and put it on ... It has 
this image of being this massive 
thing when what it really is, is 12 
people working their asses off." 

The Pop Explosion hasn't had 
an easy upbringing. In its first 
year-1993-the festival lost 
$30,000. In 1995, it went bank­
rupt. Proper Productions took 
over management in 1996, re­
naming it the "Halifax On Mu­
sic Festival," but it continued to 
struggle-and in 2000, it didn't 
happen at all. 

In 2001, Mason got the origi­
nal "Halifax Pop Explosion" 
name signed over to a non-profit 
group: non-profit, he says, be­
cause the festival never makes 
money. The status also entitles 
the group to receive Human Re­
sources Development Canada 
grants that enable them to hire 
summer students and contract 
out some of the organizing and 
designing work. 

The event is put on by about 
80 volunteers, with sponsorship 
from companies such as Keith's 
and Aliant, plus revenue from 

bar cover. 
It's hard to convince people 

and sponsors that new acts are 
viable, Mason says, but the flip 
side is that a lot of bands that 
once played the Pop Explosion 
now have international prestige, 
rubbing off on the festival and 
city. The festival gives artists a 
chance to showcase their talents, 
bringing industry agents, rep­
resentative and big names into 
town. 

"If we didn't do it, we wouldn't 
get good bands here," says Ma­
son. 

Of the acts on the roster of 
this year's festival, 25 are "head­
lining" spots held by bands that 
are actively recruited. 

The remaining 35 "showcase" 
spots are filled by a process of 

The Halifax Pop Explo­
sion is one of the most 

successful indepen­
dent music festivals in 
Canada, with 60 to 70 

acts playing in 
seven venues. 

application; this year there were 
220 applicants. Last year, sev­
eral bands not playing the festi­
val elected to organize their own 
show-the Halifax Pop Implo­
sion. 

For those who weren't accept­
ed this year, says Mason, "Maybe 
somebody was more deserving of 
the slot, maybe their package isn't 
very good, or maybe their music 
just sucks." The festival will also 
offer a Record Label Fair, a Zine 
Fair and talks by social activists, 
NSCAD professors and music in­
dustry representatives. 

When Mason is not working 
on the festival, he is an entertain­
ment business consultant. He 
has also managed local Halifax 
band Cool Blue Halo and ran the 
No Records label. 
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ship, teamwork and leadership 
in its members since its creation 
in 1862, according to the organi­
zation's website. 

The program is divided into 
sea, air and army divisions and 

branches, without the help of 
rope or a knife. 

Though the cadets are not 
officially part of the Canadian 
Forces, they bear both its pres­
tige and responsibility. "Our uni-

hand that most people only learn 
about from movies. 

"Veterans don't want to go to war again 
and they don't wish it upon anyone. They 

just don't want us to forget." 

"Imagine when you're 14 and 
meeting someone who was on 
the beach on D-Day and actually 
telling you the story," he says. 
"Hearing that firsthand really 
had an effect on me." 

Johnson says he has a great 
deal of respect for the Canadian 
soldiers who fought in both world 
wars. And though he would only 
go to war "as a last resort," he 
says he feels he has a lot more to 
offer his community without do­
ingso. 

involves weekly classroom and 
drill training during the school 
year, with the option of addition­
al weekend programs that in­
clude band performance, marks­
manship and survival training 
exercises. 

When Johnson completed the 
program, he was able to make a 
shelter by himself in the middle 
of winter using roots and tree 

forms are given to us by Ottawa 
and you're told as a Cadet that 
you are wearing a uniform of the 
Canadian Armed Forces and you 
are representing it when you put 
it on," says Johnson. 

As a Cadet, Johnson's squad­
ron paraded shoulder to shoul­
der with war veterans on Re­
membrance Day. And from the 
age of 12, he heard stories first-

"A lot of people look at a pop­
py and think it glorifies war, but 
it doesn't at all," he says. 

"Veterans don't want to go to 
war again and they don't wish 
it upon anyone. They just don't 
want us to forget." 

Societies, DSU Disagree 
On Indemnity Form 
Philip Carpenter 
Staff Contributor 

W ant to be on the tab for 
hundreds of thousands of 

dollars this year? Or discover the 
ins and outs of civil litigation? 
Just sign on the dotted line of the 
Dalhousie Student Union's in­
demnity form and all this can be 
yours, if you violate the risk man­
agement provisions of the DSU 
society policy. 

These risk management pro­
visions are the main source of 
contention in an ongoing DSU 
debate. The DSU executive and 
society review committee have 
required that societies sign an 
indemnity form in which sig­
natories agree to incur all costs 
stemming from any violation of 
the risk management provisions. 

Societies must sign the in­
demnity form to receive their 
levies from the DSU. This has 
created a number of problems 
for society officers, who feel that 
they are placed in a bind between 
concerns about liability and du­
ties to their societies. 

"We have no choice. I have 
nine D-level societies who will 
get no transfer funds," said Chris­
tian West, president of the A-lev­
el Sexton Campus Engineering 
Society. His society could not 
financially support its member 
D-level societies if it was denied 
funds for failing to sign the in­
demnity form. 

Laura Boswell, vice-president 
external of the Law Students 
Society, objects to the fact that 
the indemnity form was never 
brought to DSU council for ap­
proval. Furthermore, she said 
that the form fails to absolve the 
DSU of all legal liability. 

West agrees with Boswell's 
criticism of the lack of council 
input. "It should have gone to the 

entire council," said West, adding 
that the entire society policy was 
passed during a summer meeting 
of DSU council. Attendance was 
less than half that of the quorum 
required for regular meetings 
during the academic year. 

Despite these concerns, some 
DSU councilors support the in­
demnity form. "It's very clear and 
straightforward. You have to go 
out of your way [to violate the 

during an unsanctioned event 
like a pub crawl, the DSU would 
potentially be on the hook for a 
multi-million dollar claim not 
covered by their insurance, ex­
plained Conrod-which would 
basically bankrupt the union. 

The indemnity form is not 
required by the DSU's insurance 
policy, but it was recommended 
by their insurer-the Ontario­
based Rose, Horn and Steven-

If students injure themselves during an 
unsanctioned event like a pub crawl, the DSU 

would potentially be on the hook for a multi-mil­
lion dollar claim not covered by their insurance. 

policy]," said Jenny Cooper, vice­
president of the Arts and Social 
Science Society. 

DSU vice-president internal 
Tamara Conrad, who officially 
deals with questions concerning 
the society policy, thinks the in­
demnity form is a positive thing 
for students. 

"This form is for the better­
ment of the student body and is 
a procedure we have to take for 
the continuation of the union," 
she said. 

If students injure themselves 

Teach English 
Overseas 

ESL Teacher Training Courses 
• Intensive 60-Hour Proar<~~~~ 
• Oassroom Manaaement Techniques 
• Detailed Lesson Plannlne 
• Comprehensive Teaching Materials 
• Internationally Recoenlzecl Cenlficate 

• Job Guarantee Included 

• Thousands of Satisfied Studenu 

Oxford Seminars 
1-800-269-6719 

www.oxfordseminars.com 

son-and legal counsel. Conrad 
admitted that the DSU would not 
lose its insurance if the indemni­
ty form were abandoned. 

While Conrod said that "the 
indemnity form is not going to go 
away," she is hoping to improve 
the society policy and is taking 
suggestions via email. 

The DSU is also planning an 
open forum with their insurer 
and legal counsel to discuss the 
issue, and to work with societies 
to coordinate their off-campus 
events. 

AERO WORLD TRAVELS 
- fhe Travel Professionals 
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DSU Facing Separatism After DAGS Referendum 
Jenn Morrison 
News Fditor 

A lthought nintey per cent of 
votes cast in the Oct. 25-26 

graduate referendum supported 
an independent student union, 
the issue of graduate separa­
tion from the Dalhousie Student 
Union is far from resolved 

The Dalhousie Association 
of Graduate Students (DAGS) , 
which hosted the referendum, 
wants to see if graduate student 
grievances can be negotiated 
with the DSU before making a fi­
nal decision on secession. 

The DSU is not even recog­
nizing the results of the referen­
dum. 

"We wanted to get a sense of 
what all graduate students on 
campus wanted," said Alan Hill, 
DAGS vice-president external. 
Although DAGS does not repre­
sent every Dal grad student, the 
vote was open to all of them. "It 
was simply that DAGS was facili­
tating the vote," Hill said. 

DSU president Curtis Mc­
Grath said the vote was ille­
gitimate, regardless of whether 
DAGS was merely its facilitator. 
"The only organization that is en­
titled to hold a referendum about 
the secession of a particular con­
stituency group at Dalhousie is 
the DSU. This is a question that 
would be put to all members of 
the union, not just a specific por­
tion," he said. 

Hill criticized McGrath for fo­
cusing on "minor details and ob­
scure legalities" and ignoring the 
fact that graduate students want 
an independent student union. 

Though personally against 
grad separation, McGrath said 
the DSU is willing to negotiate. 
"On the surface, any action to­
wards autonomy and separation 
of 20 per cent of our student pop-

ulation is something that I am 
opposed to," he said. "However, 
I've made it clear all along that 
I've been willing to ... come to 
the table and make concessions 
and make this work." 

McGrath is hopeful that a 
new DSU committee, formed to 
debate and reconcile graduate 
concerns, will resolve the prob­
lems and prevent secession. 

Armed with the decisive vote 
results, DAGS plans to negotiate 
with the DSU and the new com­
mittee to see if graduate student 
concerns could be addressed ad­
equately for grads to remain part 
of the union. The society also 
plans to set up committees with 
other graduate student societies 
in preparation for an indepen­
dent student union, to draft a 
constitution and a budget and to 
examine health plan options. 

Hill made it clear that nego­
tiations with the DSU would not 
just be for show-but he did not 
seem optimistic about the pros­
pects of a positive outcome. 

"Unfortunately, the DSU 
seems to be dragging its feet on 
this," he said, adding that there 
have been "virtually no attempts" 
made by the DSU to hold a com­
mittee meeting. 

Hill said he tried to arrange a 
meeting between himself, DAGS 
president Dennis Stavrou and 
McGrath, but McGrath didn't re­
ply until the potential date had 
already passed. 

McGrath said that the invi­
tation was extended during the 
week of Dal's open house when 
the DSU was involved with that 
event. 

"If we wait around for this 
committee to provide its recom­
mendations, who knows what 
their recommendations are go­
ing to be, and who knows what 
the DSU council is going to say 

Casting one of the 271 ballots that could take grad students out of the DSU ... or not. 

to them," Hill said. The commit­
tee is not mandated to report 
back to council until February, 
and there is no guarantee that 
council would accept its recom­
mendations. 

There is also the question of 
trust. Hill heard from a source 
at UPEI that McGrath, attend­
ing a conference there before the 
referendum, made "disparaging 
comments" about the DAGS rep­
resentatives on council. "He said 
that if we ever tried to bring up 
this referendum or plebiscite at 
DSU council that he would tell 
us to 'shove it,"' Hill said. 

"To be honest, it's not the first 
time Curtis McGrath has used 
the letter of the law to circum­
vent what students want. He did 
it during the DSU presidential 
election, and he's trying to do it 
now." 

McGrath said his comment at 
UPEI was "taken out of context." 
"What I did make remarks about 

was the congenial relationship 
that exists between the UPEI 
students union and the gradu­
ate student representatives, and 
my desire for the relationship 
that they share to exist at Dal," 
he said. 

While both sides debate what 
graduate students really want, 
not many of them actually voted. 
Out of 3,174 eligible voters, 271 
ballots were cast, resulting in an 
8.5 per cent voter turnout. 

"In student politics, that's 
actually a fairly standard type 
of number, especially in gradu­
ate student politics," Hill said, 
pointing out that many graduate 
students are away from campus 
doing research. 

According to McGrath, the 
referendum question should 
have brought more students to 
the polls. 

"Clearly a large turnout would 
demonstrate the importance of 
this issue among graduate stu-
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dents," he said. 
Despite the numbers, Hill 

is convinced that graduate stu­
dents want an independent stu­
dent union. 

"We're going to be working 
towards that," he said. DAGS is 
planning to hold meetings with 
engineering and MBA graduate 
students in order to develop a 
more specific plan. 

McGrath advised DAGS and 
its fellow graduate student so­
cieties to be careful. "There is a 
process that needs to be followed 
and if they are usurping the pro­
cess, then it will not help their 
cause," he said. 

But at the end of the day, Mc­
Grath thinks the animosity will 
not rule out a peaceful solution. 
"The DSU is very committed, in 
spite of all the posturing that has 
gone on between both sides, to 
seek resolutions to the legitimate 
concerns that graduate students 
at Dal have expressed." 

CKDU Pulls The Plug On Radio Host 
Neal Cody 
Staff Contributor 

D alhousie radio station 
CKDU has suspended one 

of its radio jockeys for a month 
after receiving complaints about 
an on-air interview. 

Jon Bruhm, host of CKDU's 
Border Crossing and a Music 
Industry Association of Nova 
Scotia award nominee, was sus­
pended Oct. 22 for comments 
made during an interview with 
members of the glam rock band 
Robin Black and the Intergalactic 
Rock Stars. 

"We had complaints from 
people who found the program­
ming sexist and homophobic," 
said Melissa Buote, CKDU's pro­
gram director. Four calls were re­
ceived during Black's 20-minute 
interview objecting to the "in­
sensitive nature" of the material. 

At the beginning of the Oct. 
15 program, Bruhm and visiting 
co-host Don Levandier alerted 

Gazette 

listeners that things might "get a 
little raunchy." Black is known for 
his profanity-laden music com­
mentary on Chart Magazine's 
website. 

Bruhm is not upset about 
Black's comments, but about 
how the situation was handled. 

According to Buote, the sta­
tion's board of directors recom­
mended that Bruhm be suspend­
ed and collected votes via email 
because there was not a quorum 
at its meeting. The decision was 
finalized on Oct. 21. 

Bruhm said that the first he 
even heard of any problem with 
the interview was when he re­
ceived notice of his suspension 
from station co-ordinator Shel­
ley Robinson, only hours before 
his next show. 

"I had a band coming in from 
Chicago who were arriving early 
just to appear on the show," said 
Bruhm, "and I had to tell them 
even though they were there and 
there was nobody in the booth, 
they couldn't go on the air." 

Bruhm has not received any 
writen notice of his suspension 
and has submitted an appeal 
which the board has refused to 
look at. "I offered to sit out for 
two weeks and to apologize, but 
I've gotten no answer," he said. 

According to Buote, a new 
board is now being formed, a 
process that could take several 
weeks and delay Bruhm's appeal. 
This means Bruhm's suspension 
could be over before his appeal is 
even heard. 

"It's an unfortunate bit of tim­
ing," Buote said, but thinks the 
matter will be high on the new 
board's agenda. "We need to ad­
here to certain broadcast stan­
dards," she said, referring both 
to CRTC regulations and CKDU 
guidelines. 

During the controversial 
show, Robin Black, referring to 
a band mate, said, "He woke 
up in a house with a bunch of 
transvestites, which is not the 
first time for him; apparently he 
didn't have any sexual relations 

John Bruhm at CKDU in happier times. 

with any of the man-women. Not 
that there's anything wrong with 
that-it doesn't count if you're 
on the receiving end." He com­
mented on gay people and little 
people, and Halifax. 

"You Halifax people, all you 
think about is sex, basically," 
Black said. Later: "Maybe this is 
the weekend I come out for real, 
although judging from the hot 
babes I've seen around Halifax, I 
think it'll probably keep me pret­
ty straight." These were the types 
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of comments that influenced the 
board's decision. "The people at 
staff stand by the decision," said 
Buote. "Jon's been a great pro­
grammer, but we can't play fa­
vourites." 

But Bruhm believes he is still 
being treated unfairly. "It just 
seems wrong to me," said Bruhm. 
"I just want my show back, but 
I'm not even being heard." 

A recording of the interview 
can be found at http://ckdu.dal. 
ca, under Oct. 15, 16:20-16:40. 
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People who make general 
comments about humanity 

Drivers 

I'm not saying that you're dumb, but when 
you start sentences like, "the way humans 
are ... " or, "everyone knows ... " or "the best 
religion is one that..." I can't help but shut 
my brain right off. Who do you think you are? 
Noam Chomsky?! L.D. 

People who rave rave rave about 
"the best professor at Dal" 
Throughout your university career you've 
probably only encountered a tiny fraction 
of the faculty. Imagine how strange it would 
be if the profs got together and tried to 
agree on a "best student at Dal"? Besides 
everyone knows that the best prof at Dal is Dr. 
McGonagill in the classics department. L.D. 

In some sort of latent psionic tandem, occupy 
both lanes on the bridge or highway, thus 
preventing me from passing them whilst 
they drive slower than a grit on wheels. 
It is impossible for you, the reader, to 
comprehend the level of unbridled vitriol, 
blood-boiling rage and wanton, murderous 
saJivation I am forced to undergo/partake 
in/pummel-into-my-steering-wheel-via­
a-clenched-fist on a daily basis because of 
slow, ignorant, oblivious Maritime "drivers." 
Automobile users in this province do not 
seem to understand the concepts of "passing 

lane," "road blockage" or "death by road 
rage." I wish they would. I am a Haligonian 
by birth, upbringing and (perhaps) pedigree. 
I do not feel the need to drive on modern, 
fairly well kept highways (in modern, fairly 
well-engineered bunches of combustion 
engines surrounded by tonnes of steelwork, 
mind you) at the speed of a medieval goat­
carriage driven by a one-eyed, one-armed 
schizophrenic patsy who has a penchant for 
"red light, green light" on stretches of open 
road. Is my request that you keep out of the 
left lane if you're not party to speeds over 50 
km/h reaJiy too much to ask? C.L.R. 

Vent (Li Dong 1 Chris LaRoche) 

Freezing Tuition Will 
Compromise Your Education 
Kevin Wasko 
S F < J Jr 

Over the past few years it has 
been the position of the 

DSU that it does not support a 
freeze on tuition fees. This is a 
stance that has opened the DSU 
up to criticism on numerous oc­
casions. 

While in principal a tuition 
freeze sounds like a good idea, 
there is reason for students to be 
concerned about such legisla­
tion. 

First of all, as it presently 
stands, the boards of governors 
of universities set tuition fees, 
not the provincial government. 
Universities in Nova Scotia re­
ceive operating grants from the 
government and tuition fees 
are used to supplement these 
grants so that the cost of oper­
ating a university is covered. If 
a tuition freeze was legislated, 
the universities would not be 
able to increase fees to make up 
the financial shortfalls that they 
would likely face. This presents 
a problem: as facilities degrade 
and faculty salaries increase, the 
cost of providing quality post­
secondary education will inevi­
tably increase. If the provincial 
government does not commit to 
funding these increased costs-a 
likely scenario given the Nova 
Scotia government's current fi­
nancial position-the quality of 
education that students receive 
will be compromised. This has 
happened in the province of 
Quebec, where tuition has been 
frozen for years. While tuition 
fees remain low, infrastructure is 

Don't let Mr. Freeze do this to your tuition . 

crumbling, faculty members are 
leaving and class sizes are grow­
ing. Does this benefit students? 

The situation that this pres­
ents is one where universities 
will ultimately have to find some 
way around the tuition freeze. 
Whether this is by increasing aux­
iliary fees or otherwise, tuition 
fees might not necessarily in­
crease, but the burden placed on 
students would. In recent nego­
tiations with the provincial gov­
ernment to cap tuition fees, Nova 
Scotia universities requested that 
auxiliary fees and differential 
fees for professional programs 
and international students not 
be included in the deal. Again, I 
will point to Quebec: universities 
in that province exploit a loop­
hole in the provincially legislated 
tuition freeze. Although Quebec 
students pay the lowest fees in 
the country (if you are a resident 
of Quebec), they are hit with the 
highest auxiliary fees. 

Tuition freezes are a Band-Aid 
solution to the problem that uni­
versities face. They have become 
a catchphrase that certain politi­
cal parties-namely the NDP-

have long thrown around. How­
ever, they have failed to outline a 
feasible plan that would address 
the rising costs that universities 
face. In British Columbia, an 
NDP government was inconsis­
tent in the funding it granted to 
universities. While it was great 
that students faced such low tu­
ition fee levels, it all came to a 
crashing halt when the B.C. Lib­
erals took office and lifted the tu­
ition freeze. 

Tuition fees skyrocketed 
as universities in the province 
sought to recuperate the losses 
that they had faced under the 
previous system. Does this ben­
efit students? 

A simple solution is only ad­
equate in addressing a simple 
problem, and the crisis that post­
secondary education students 
in Nova Scotia face is far from 
a simple one. Because of this, 
one cannot simply freeze tuition 
simply to lessen the financial 
burden that students face. There 
are more options that must be 
explored. While cheaper tuition 
fees would be ideal, it is simply 
not realistic in Nova Scotia. 

Lauryn Hill is the best example of the female legitimacy 
that is lacking in hip hop. 

Why Don't omen 
Want To Rap? 
Christina Stefanski 
Staff Contributor 

1 A Jhile observing the rappers 
V V at the DJ Olympics emcee 

competition, I noticed some­
thing that all the competitors had 
in common: they all had penises. 
I found myself wondering why 
women didn't want to rap in this 
competition-or in the larger hip 
hop scene, for that matter-and 
whether this was even the case. If 
women can gain respect and es­
tablish themselves within other 
genres of music, why can't they 
attain similar recognition in hip 
hop? Is it possible that women 
doubt their ability to express 

themselves and have more or 
less accepted their misogynistic 
representation in North Ameri­
can hip hop culture? 

The Halifax hip hop scene is 
male-dominated and propor­
tionally smaller than in larger 
urban centres. Jesse McDonald 
(Jesse Dangerously) is a male 
emcee in Halifax who claims the 
scene is at a "low point in terms 
of visibility." 0.5 per cent of rap­
pers in the world are women, so 
the statistical odds of finding fe­
male emcees in the city are not 
great. 

The lack of independent fe-

Continued on Next Page ... 



Women in hip­
hop, con't ... 

overparticipating in gender ste­
reotyped genres; the shortage 
of hip hop enthusiasts in North 
America has resulted in the de­
nial of styles of rap outside of 
the mainstream-music videos 
expose women in bikinis, or oth­
erwise very little clothing, who 
dance around central male rap­
pers. AS McDonald says, "there 
is little influence to think of hip 
hop other than its most popular 
acts." Women are not receiving 
popular inspiration that is sub­
stantial or independent, and the 
dominant popular female influ­
ences that do exist only embrace 
disrespect towards women. 

With the exception of artists 
such as Baharnadia, Tara Chase 
and Mystic, most mainstream 
female rappers do not write 
thought provoking material. 

Foxy Brown and Lil' Kim both 
represent explicit sexual images 
that treat women like objects, 
not subjects. 

Women are more likely to be 
accepted as emcees if they fit 
this stereotype, and the stereo­
type itself is sustained because 
no effort is made to change the 
status quo. Female rappers don't 

Foxy Brown and Lil' 
Kim both represent 

explicit sexual images 
that treat women like 
objects, not subjects. 

even have the possibility of equal 
comparison to successful male 
emcees because of these nega­
tive stereotypes-which they al­
ways accept. 

Lauryn Hill is the best exam­
ple of the female legitimacy that 
is lacking in hip hop. She is the 
most respected female emcee 
in North America, dealing with 
issues such as materialism, rac­
ism, sexism and relationships. 
Hip hop needs more input from 
artists like Lauryn Hill-artists 
who have enough influence to 
move other women away from 
hip hop stereotypes. 

If the only type of hip hop 
that women are exposed to is one 
which accepts misogyny, the lack 
of positive female influence in 
the culture will only continue­
and, as a result, there will always 
be less female participation in 
smaller North American hip hop 
scenes. 

Best Choice 
Chinese Food 

Serving in Grad House 
from Monday to Friday 

What is it about costume parties that make them more enjoyable 
than all the other drunken social gatherings we students attend? 
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Costume Parties 
(And why they're just plain better) 

Li Dong 
Opinions Editor 

A s I waited outside the bath­
.r1room door, there was a com­
motion in the kitchen, where 
most people at the party were 
situated. It appeared that little 
red riding hood had slipped and 
fallen because a drink had been 
spilled on the floor. A space cadet 
and Joe Dirt quickly carne to her 
aid while Gandalf and a 1920's 
flapper looked on. Meanwhile, a 
gypsy (or pirate wench, maybe?) 
passed around candy. The WWI 
nurse whom I had been talking 
to took a Crispy Crunch before 
disappearing into the living room 
where Hunter S. Thompson was 
breakin' it down with the dance 
moves. 

As I turned my head back 
towards the bathroom door-I 
shit you not-motherfuckin' Spi­
der-man was staring back at me! 
Actually it was a Spider-woman, 
but I still felt privileged to use the 
toilet after a superhero did. 

What is it about costume par­
ties that make them more enjoy­
able than all the other drunken 
social gatherings we students 
attend? I believe part of the rea­
son must be because it sets up 
instant friendly rivalries between 
people. I, for one, spent five min­
utes trying to convince an angel 
to go fight the devil... and when 
that failed, I tried to get the ninja 
turtles to fight with each other. 

Conversations also run more 
smoothly at costume parties. 
There's no need to try to figure 
out the perfect line when all you 
have to do is go up to the girl and 

Krystal Blade 
Tattoo & Piercing 

Come check out our 
NEW location!! 

• Piercings $30.00 plus tax 
• Large selection of jewellery 

starting at $4.99 

423-5544 
Located on the corner 

of Inglis and Barrington 

say, ''I'm sorry, but I just really 
need to make sure ... you're Tomb 
Raider, right?" And thus the ice 
is broken. I was dressed up as a 
private detective. As I walked by 
a girl dressed up as the same we 
complimented each other on our 
choice of costumes ... could this 
sort of thing happen at any other 
type of party? 

The subconscious pay-off of 
Halloween is that for one day, we 
can escape ourselves and be any­
thing we want to be. It's almost as 
if when we put on that costume, 
we're free of our previous prob­
lems, fears and insecurities and 

There's no need in 
trying to figure out 

the perfect line when 
all you have to do is 
go up to the girl and 

say, "I'm sorry but 
I just really need to 
make sure ... you're 

Tomb Raider right?" 

are thus destined to just have a 
good time that night as whatever 
character we chose to be. 

What a shame it is that cos­
tume parties only happen once a 
year. Students love to get dressed 
up and be creative; it's like a 
reaction against the banality 
of schoolwork. Perhaps some­
one reading this will have the 
strength of mind to hold another 
such party around March, when 
once again, students will crave 
a much needed escape from the 
drudgery of university. 

Over25,000 Global TESOL 
Graduates are Teaching 

in 85 Countries 

Job Guarantee! 
FREE Info Night Tuesday@ 6pm 

Compu College, 1526 Dresden Row 

1-888-270-2941 
globaltesol.com 
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Top15 
NOTICING, AND COMPLIMENTING YOUR PROF'S 

NEW HAIRCUT Could mean the difference 
between aD and aD+. 

IF THE FLEA BIT ME AND YOU, THEN OUR 

BODILY FLUIDS ARE ALREADY MIXED So we 
might as well just have sex, right? 

REACHING THAT POINT IN YOUR LIFE WHEN 

YOU WANT TO STOP DRINKING 

We have total respect for that ... Grandpa. 

WISHING YOU HAD WORKED HARDER IN FIRST 

YEAR Poisoning your GPA really can be a ball­
and-chain. 

ARTS PROFESSORS WHO CAN'T WORK 

OVERHEAD PROJECTORS 

At least there are girls in their classes. 

THE U.S. PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 

We hope to God that it's over by the time you 
read this, knowing full well it probably won't be. 

THE EXAM SCHEDULE SCREWING EVERYONE 

OVER How in the world did they fit alll5,000 
students in on the very last day? 

WARMTH, WARMTH, WARMTH OUTSIDE! 

Last time we said that, Mother Nature laced up 
her "ass-whooping" shoes. 

NO FACULTY STRIKE AFTER ALL 

With the contract agreement and the healthy 
weather, we might have to put up with a full 
semester of school! Zounds! 

AVRIL LAVIGNE DISSING ASHLEE SIMPSON 

It just doesn't get any more punk than this. 

TELLING THE POLICEMAN THAT CAME TO 

BREAK UP YOUR PARTY THAT "You've got a 
really sweet costume man!" 

ANOTHER BIN LADEN VIDEO 

Dude puts out more videos than Puffy. 

THE GIANT PHALLIC/ABSTRACTLY SEXUAL 

FIGURE OUTSIDE OF THE SUB Admit it, you 
think it looks dirty too. 

RESISTING THE URGE TO DRY-HUMP THE 

PHALLIC/ABSTRACTLY SEXUAL FIGURE 
OUTSIDE THE SUB 

Goddarnned fucking admit it already! 

GIRLS WHO LAUGH LIKE BEAVIS FROM "BEAVIS 
AND BUTTHEAD" 

Strangely, almost repulsively attractive. 

* = Biggest Jump, + = newcomer 

INTERACT WITH THE GAZETTE 

www.dalgazette.ca/forum 

• Complete 30·Hour Seminars 

• Proven Test-Takinl' Stratesies 

• Personalized Professional Instruction 
• Comprehensive Study Materials 
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• Penonal Tutoring Available 

• Thousands of Satisfied Students 

Oxford Seminars 
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Free Stuff Come As You Are King's College Matters Orchestras Rock 
Email the name of The Music's bassist to 
gazettearts@hotmail.com and win a free 
CD and fanzine courtesy of The Music, 
the band that NME calJe(i 'fucking mas­
sive in every way!" Winners are deter­
mined on a first come first served basis. 

Check out The Cobain Case in the Mc­
Innis Room on Friday, Nov. 5. New York 
Times best-selling author and filmmaker 
Ian Halperin will lead a question and an­
swer period after the show. Halperin is 
an authority on everything Nirvana and 
Kurt, so he should be able to provide 
some insight into the grunge icon's life 
and death. Starts at 8:30 p.m.; admission 
is $6 for advance tickets, $9 at the door. 

Check out KTS's double bill: Jean-Paul 
Sartre's No Exit and David Ives' All in the 
Timing. Actors from the Kings Theatre 
Society will perform these plays Thurs­
day, Nov. 4 to Saturday, Nov. 6 in the Pit 
(the basement of King's Arts and Admin­
istration building). The show starts at 8 
p.m.; admission is "pay what you can" on 
Thursday, $5 (student pricing) on Friday 
and Saturday. 

Symphony Nova Scotia hosts the "Trad 
Pops Concert" at the Rebecca Cohn Au­
ditorium (Dalhousie Arts Centre) on 
Friday, Nov. 12. "From stately Baroque 
to raucous Beer & Beethoven." The four­
time ECMA-winning group begins the 
performance 8 p.m.; contact the Arts 
Centre box office for ticket pricing (Toll 
free: 1-800-874-1669; web: http://www. 
dal.ca/-cohn/box.html). 

Hot Spots 

The B·tches Are Back 
After four years the Scrappy Bitch tour 
is back and making a stop in Halifax 

Lindsay Dobbin 
Assistant Arts Editor 

T he canon of superhero histo­
ry in western popular culture 

is such that there is usually only 
one superhero-and possibly a 
single sidekick-fighting evil or 
crime. But on the odd occasion 
those superheroes who possess 
different powers do come to­
gether to fight a common foe: a 
foe whose defeat is perhaps be­
yond their individual powers yet 
tangible within their combined 
powers. 

Meet the superheroes that 
comprise the Scrappy Bitch Tour: 
Kinnie Starr, Oh Susanna and 
Veda Hille. 

A superhero analogy fits 
these three artists perfectly. Even 
though they may not possess su­
perhuman strengths (that we're 
aware of), they combine different 
musical and personal strengths 
to fight a common foe-a foe 
that is very prevalent within the 
music industry, says Hille. 

"We're battling the easy slot­
ting of artists into categories," 
Hille says. "You could try to sum 
us all up with a word about our 

musical styles but [due to) the 
fact that we all intersect so well 
you don't have to rely on demo­
graphics and marketing and all 
that stupid niche stuff." 

Despite their noble battle, 
th Scrappy Bitch Tour (which 
has toured throughout Canada 
and Europe intermittently since 
1997) was not formed to push an 
agenda, and its present purpose 
is not as politically-charged as it 
appears. 

"It's actually not nearly as 
tough and rock a show as some 
people expect from the title," 
Hille describes. "The music still 
has its weight, of course." 

The music does have its 
weight. Each artist is known for 
their unique perspective on life 
within their music and that di­
versity on stage proves to be ad­
vantageous. 

"We're three people who are 
making music that is really our 
own and that's why it works," 
Hille says. 

People can expect different 
things from the tour since its last 
occurrence four years ago. The 
previous tour consisted of the 
three artists performing their in-

"If The Scrappy Bitches were part of a classic circus 'Kinnie Starr would be the elephant trainer, Veda 
Hille would be the one who sells popcorn, and Oh Susanna would be the trapeze artist.'" - Says Veda Hille. 

dividual sets. 
"The reviews [of the show] 

would say who the best was yet 
it's not usual for us artists to feel 
any kind of competition," says 
Hille of their previous touring 
history. 

"The bitch thing is a joke; 
we're actually good friends and 
we really enjoy playing with each 
other and I think it was too easy 
to play up to the competitive 
bitchy angle before and that kind 

of annoyed me." 
To get away from the comp­

titive image that the past tour 
may have communicated to 
some, this time around the per­
formances are going to be "alli­
ance" focused. Each of them will 
be on stage together performing 
in a round robin and as a result 
will be sharing, says Hille, a "fair 
amount of silliness and long 
rambling anecdotes" with those 
in attendance. 

"Within the round robin 
sometimes we'll do a couple of 
similar songs in a row, but then 
someone will turn a radical cor­
ner and do something different. 
So it inspires us to play with that 
alliance, but to show off our di­
versity too." 

Kinnie Starr, Oh Susanna and 
Veda Hille of the Scrappy Bitch 
tour play Stage Nine on Thursday, 
Nov. 4 as part of the Halifax Pop 
Explosion. Admission is $10. 

Porcelain Gods: e icate y Divine 
Bridgette Sullivan 
Staff Contributor 

I sit in my sparsely furnished liv­
ing room and imagine myself 

doing all sorts of fantastic things. 
Yet I can barely remove myself 
from the television set, let alone 
create music that is distinctly cre­
ative and actually worth listening 
to. This is why I am in such awe 
of the Porcelain Gods. 

It's definitely not rare to see 
talent emerging from the nooks 
and crannies of the Halifax mu­
sic scene. 

The Porcelain Gods can attest 
to that, having been primarily 
influenced by the likes of Thrush 
Hermit, the Superfriendz and 
Sloan. What makes the band even 
more impressive is how they take 
on events-such as the upcom­
ing Halifax Pop Explosion-all 
the while writing midterms, at­
tending class and hammering 
out essays as Dal students. 

The Porcelain Gods are a self­
described indie rock-pop band 

who first got their start in high 
school when Brian O'Reilly, An­
drew Erskine and Daniel Girard 
who all field the guitar, keyboard 
and vocal side of things, decided 
to get together. Bassist Panos Gi­
annoulis was eventually added to 
the mix, while drummer Jeremy 
Stewart teamed up with the band 
this past December. 

If O'Reilly's portrayal of the 
band's "very small beginnings" 
is accurate, the Porcelain Gods 
have certainly progressed in 
leaps and bounds since they first 
began. 

"If we were to ever play any 
of the songs we wrote when we 
were sixteen," he says, "people 
would kill us because they were 
so bad." 

The Halifax born and bred 
band may have gotten off to a 
rocky start, but make no mistake 
about it, they are currently wow­
ing the Halifax music scene. 

After winning Musicstop's 
Big Break song writing contest 
and earning praise from the il-

"The Porcelain Gods are a self-described indie rock-band: 

lustrious Joel Plaskett, there is no 
doubt the band will continue to 
produce songs displaying both 
talent and demiurgic prowess. 

This talent is showcased on 
the Porcelain God's first EP, re­
leased this past August with help 
from the Superfriendz's Charles 
Austin. On a tip from a Q&A 

Photo: Richard lann 

session with Plaskett, the band 
headed to The illtramagnetic 
Studio in downtown Halifax and 
set to work on the project. 

Andrew Erskine describes the 
recording as "a really arduous 
process," run amuck by anum­
ber of cancellations and delays 
that amounted to some frustra-

tion on the band's behalf. 
Nevertheless, the band's 

stamina-along with Austin's 
guidance-produced a three­
trackdemo. 

Those seeking good music 
and great times can catch the 
Gods' next show this Saturday at 
Stage Nine. 

The show is part this week's 
Halifax Pop Explosion, an annu­
al event that has helped launch 
many a Canadian act into the 
spotlight-and the Porcelain 
Gods are positively over the 
moon about their upcomin gig 
in the festival. 

As O'Reilly puts it: "We think 
it's such an honour for a young 
band like us [to be asked to play), 
and just be given the opportunity 
to play." 

While we Dal students slog 
away at our latest round of as­
signments, the Gods will add yet 
another helping to their musical 
plate when they play Stage Nine 
on Nov. 4, 9 p.m., as part of the 
Halifax Pop Explosion. 
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The Scrappy Bitch Tour 
You wanted to look at the dark side of 
life in a positive light. You wanted to 
say all the things that you wanted to 
say. And you wanted to do it only using 
props. Catch Kinnie Starr, Oh Susanna, 
and Veda Hille at Stage 9 on Thursday, 
Nov. 4 at 10 p.m. Admission is $10. 

Arcade Fire and the Organ Zine Fair The Wrens 
You wanted to believe. You wanted to 
believe it was all fate. You wanted to dig 
a tunnel from my window to yours while 
you memorized the city. Catch Arcade 
Fire and The Organ on the Marquee Club 
on Friday, Nov. 5 at 10 p.m. Admission 
is $12. 

You wanted to make it all neat and tidy. 
Present it for all to see in a nice little 
package while you listened to the re­
cords you love. Catch the Porcelain Gods 
and Controller. Controller at Stage Nine 
on Saturday, Nov. 6 as part of the Zine 

This is not what you had planned. This is 
the house that guilt built. 
The house on the Meadowlands. Catch 
the Wrens at the Marquee on 
Saturday, Nov. 6 at 10 p.m. Admission is 
$12. 

Fair, running noon to 6 p.m. 

--------~---------~-~-~~-------- HPX Hot Spots 

The Arcade Fire Lights a Spark at HPX 
Natalie Pendergast 
Arts Editor 

M ost folks look through old 
photograph albums to es­

cape into the ease of childhood 
days. Then there's Montreal's 
The Arcade Fire who chooses to 
look inward at the mind's im­
ages of their early years. Unlike 
photos, the memory's candid 
flashes capture much more than 
the plastic smiles of a family por­
trait. On their first full-length 
album, Funeral (Merge 2004), 
band mates Win and Will But­
ler, Regine Chassagne, Richard 
Parry, and Tim Kingsbury unveil 
all that lies behind the eyes in 
much of its unsightly, uncharted 
clamor. Instead of reliving their 
childhood innocence by flipping 
through pictures, the Arcade Fire 
personifies youthful naivety vi­
cariously through music. 

Although any liberal-minded 
new-waver may cling to the no­
tion that age ain't nothing but a 
number, the Arcade Fire has in­
vested many a written word and 
live show to proving that not only 
is age indeed a number-but it is 
a number of other things too. For 
the quintet, yes, growing older 
claims the reminiscence of better 
times; but no more do the good 
memories smooth out craw's feet 
than the bad ones, the real ones, 
hauntingly scratch at those al­
most-healed wounds-making 
them seep the weary woes that 
had long been confined to the 
blackness of unconsciousness. 
Memories are like shadows: they 
follow their subject whither it 
may go; and as The Arcade Fire 
puts it, "shadows jump all over 
the wall/ some of them big, some 
of them small," ("Neighborhood 
#3 Power Out"). 

The group, with their self-pro­
claimed "punk-rock orchestral­
sounding aesthetic," describes 
Funeral as anything but a series 
of obituary-type chants. 

Originally, they wrote the 
songs on the record under an un­
titled guise; it was only after the 
band heard the final product­
each song playing off the one be­
fore it-that they christened the 
album with its name. 

Though they've mourned a 
many loved-ones' deaths over the 
past year, The Arcade Fire insist 
the record is not about their fore­
bears. "The record is not a con­
scious attempt to memorialize 

Tim Kingsburg, Richard Parry, Regine Chssagne and Win Bulter glamourize the morbidity of funerals. 

anyone," says Win Butler. "The 
songs are not autobiographical ... 
when we listened to all the songs 
after they were recorded- that's 
when we found the references to 
death and ceremony." 

Ironically, the lyrical con­
tent of the album juxtaposes 
this "death and ceremony" with 
four like-themed songs entitled 
"Neighbourhood." These child­
hood anecdotes teem with sym­
bolism and give eloquent nods 
toward innocence. 

"As people get older, they get 
emotionally shut down," says 
Butler. "There's an innocent tone 
[in children) but I think kids in-

herently know more about what's 
going on than adults." 

But the "neighbourhood" 
motif of Funeral explores more 
than just youthful memories. Ac­
cording to Butler, the neighbour­
hood as a setting for coming of 
age has had a "massive" effect 
on his (and his band mates') ex­
periences and personality. The 
people they've grown closest to 
in their lives have literally clos­
estto them-their neighbors and 
family members; people in their 
neighborhood. 

"A lot of the songs are about 
close relationships, and they are 
the ones that end up having the 

biggest impact on you," Butler 
explains. What he finds perplex­
ing and the conundrum that in­
spires much of his passionate 
writing is that "you are forced 
into those relationships." In oth­
er words, kids don't really know 
about the world outside of their 
neighborhood's parameters so 
they seek camaraderie with the 
most accessible people. Then, 
like every other aspect of child­
hood, these relationships claim 
great importance on the rest of 
one's life's experiences. 

The Arcade Fire plays the Mar­
quee on Friday, Nov. 5, 9 p.m. as a 
partof HPX. 
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Wanderust 
Dawson City is where the water tastes like wine 

Esther lves 
Staff Contnbutor 

Being an adventurer at heart 
has led me to travel to some 

of the world's most unusual and 
out of the way locations, but 
extensive traveling throughout 
Canada has taught me that one 
need not leave the country's bor­
ders in search of an adventure! 
Out of all the Canadian adven­
tures I hold closest to my heart, 
few compare to the trips that I've 
talcen to Dawson City. 

Travelers headed towards this 
corner of the country's reaches 
should be forewarned: prepare 
yourselves for an initial extreme 
overhaul in one's regular sense of 
time. Going as far north as Daw­
son City-located almost 600 
lcm north of Whitehorse-dur­
ing the summer months can be 
a mind-altering experience, but 
not because the town's local sa­
loons stay open until 4 am., not 
because entering the city's limits 
for the first time malces one feel 
as if she's traveled back in time, 
and not because a single apple 
can cost up to $2.49: it's because 
during the months of June and 
July the sun literally never sets 
on this town, once famed as "the 
Paris of the North." On the sur­
face, Dawson City appears to be 
a eculiar but endearin touri t 
stop for the adventurous RV-type 
travelers headed towards Alaska 
or Inuvik, but underneath its 
renovated and touristy surface, 
Dawson's rich history of attract­
ing alternative and rugged set­
tiers remains very much intact. 

Just after gold was first dis­
covered along its riverbanks in 
1896, Dawson City grew to be 
the largest Canadian city west of 
Wmnipeg; at one point it boasted 
a population of 40,000, but now 
its home to approximately 2,000. 
Although it still bears the title 
of "city," Dawson is far from the 
bustling modem image that one 
normally associates with a North 
American city. No, you will not 
find a Walmart there, nor will you 
find any fast food establishments. 
What you will find, however, is a 
vibrant and friendly community 

The sour toe cocktail is made up of a shot of your favorite alcohol 
complete with its own human toe as a garnish. 

that wholly invests itself each 
summer in promoting the area's 
Klondike history in order to at­
tract tourists. You will find the 
remnants of dredges from old 
stake claims, turn of the century­
old wooden buildings scattered 
along the wooden boardwalks 
lining the town's dirt roads, and 
four graves marking the "deaths," 
or more rightly, the disappear­
ances of several of the town's 
most notorious digits. You will 
find zany locals who, after being 
cooped up all winter in darkness, 
are ready to let loose. 

Dawson's Eldorado Hotel bar 
features a most unusual drink 
that is not for everyone: the "sour 
toe cocktail" is made up of a shot 
of your favorite alcohol complete 
with its own human toe as a gar­
nish. Local Captain Dick Steven­
son started the drink one drunk­
en winters evening in 1973 after 
discovering the amputated min-

Photo: Esther lves 

er's toe in his newly purchased 
cabin. Since then, the bar has 
continued to concoct the bever­
age for any and all who are dar­
ing enough to try. To date, more 
then ten thousand customers 
have dared to do so, including 
my traveling companions-and 
me. Now customers have the 
choice between several different 
sized toes and are reminded of 
the rules before their drinks go 
down the hatch: "Do it fast, or do 
it slow, but your lips must touch 
the toe." The graves now serve as 
a distinct reminder not to follow 
in the footsteps of others who 
have accidentally swallowed the 
toe. 

Whether its backpacking 
you're doing. or roaming the 
country in your mobile home, 
Dawson City is an out of the way 
hot spot that has something for 
everyone-especially for those 
with a flare for the unusual. 
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SuperSex ·n 
t e S perCity 
All about Metro 

Dave Morine-Wentworth 
Sexpert 

N BC's blockbuster program 
"Queer Eye for the Straight 

Guy" is perhaps the largest tes­
tament of a newly evolved craze 

' to be metrosexual. For those 
readers who are unfamiliar with 
the term, a metrosexual can be 
defined as a heterosexual man 
of any age who enjoys getting in 
touch with his feminine side by 
going for pedicures and shop­
ping. The metrosexual also en­
o wearin the current season 

of clothing, getting his haircut at 
a salon rather than a barber, and 
maintaining an ample arsenal of 
male-targeted skin lotions, af­
tershave moisturizers, exfoliants 
and body butters. A metrosexual 
may be described by using a 
multitude of terms, ranging from 
sissy boy to svelte. 

Society at large heartily spon­
sors this idea of boorish straight 
guys revamping themselves into 
modem, alluring creatures. Het­
ero women who are fed up with 
their boyfriend's unsavoury hab­
its are sending in applications en 
masse to programs like "Queer 
Eye." Brand name beauty prod­
ucts are becoming more inclu­
sive of image-conscious male 
consumers by including pictures 
of male models on boxes of high­
lighting kits and by releasing 
products that are specifically "for 
him." 

Male oriented magazines are 
also dropping adverts dealing 
with muscles and cars, and sub-
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stituting them with columns on 
fashion and how to dress to the 
nines. 

Being metrosexual is about 
more than sashaying into a 
beauty parlour once a week for 
waxing, facials and a pedicure. 

It has long been a fact that 
straight women would 

gravitate around gay men 
in order to share their feel­

ings about relationships 
and ove, while also being 
able to dish about shoes, 

hairstyles, and accessories, 
in a safe non-sexualized 

environment. 

A metrosexual should also be fa­
miliar with entertaining, being 
a guru in the kitchen, knowing 
how to identify a good wine, and 
being able to discuss feng shui 
in their tastefully styled abodes. 
Albeit important to have a good 
grasp on style, in order to fully 
answer the call of being a me­
trosexual, a guy must also get 
in touch with his sensitive side. 
This perhaps accounts for the 
fundamental attraction of het­
erosexual women to metrosexual 
men. It has long been a fact that 
straight women would gravitate 
around gay men in order to share 
their feelings about relationships 
and love, while also being able to 
dish about shoes, hairstyles, and 
accessories, in a safe non-sexu­
alized environment. Now these 

Continued on Next Page ••• 
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The Planets Reflect 
Supernova-Quality 
Jenny Cooper 
Staff Contributor 

Friends at large, I have news 
for you all. I don't mean to 

insult your intelligence, but I re­
ally must let you all know some­
thing: there is more to the music 
out there than Cl 00 and Much 
Music! Apart from the plethora of 
fantastic indie music, jazz, rock 
(etc.) that we are exposed to, and 
like many things in society, the 
oldest tend to be forgotten. 

In our case, this means clas­
sical music. Probably the most 
under-exposed music to our 
generation, I can understand 
why Mozart's Symphony in D 
isn't really what's needed when 
one gets hyped up to go to a club. 

Metrosexual, 
con't ... 
women want to go beyond their 
gay friends, and also share these 
moments with their male part­
ners. 

According to a 2003 survey by 
Psychology Today, 43 per cent of 
men are dissatisfied with their 
overall appearance. Therefore, 

c L A s 

The general consensus I get from 
friends is this: if it isn't under­
standable, how can it be enjoyed? 
Well, I proved my friend Tom 
wrong the other night when he 
accompanied me to a fantastic 
night of music put on by the Nova 
Scotia Symphony and Youth or­
chestra. Based on the concept of 
Gustav Holst's symphonic suite 
The Planets, there wasn't just a 
fantastic musical element to the 
show-a rather creative use of Ia­
sers and projected images spiced 
up the evening even more. 

At first I thought the visual 
images used were a little tacky 
(and very much reminiscent of 
astronomy class), but they very 
quickly grew on me. Tom was 
definitely blown away by the 

it is not surprising that men are 
responding to this by becoming 
more interested in their overall 
look and presentation. Metro­
sexuality is a clear sign that soci­
ety is becoming less rigid about 
gender roles, and that it is okay 
for men to indulge and invest 
in their appearance. There is no 
telling where it will all end. Men 
are becoming the largest growth 
market in the plastic surgery 

s I F 

rousing performance of excerpts 
from John Williams' wonderful 
Star Wars theme. 

I had a sentimental moment 
after the show when we shared 
our stories about our "first 
times" watching the films, and it 
made him feel better about him­
self that he had been exposed to 
such an intricate piece of music. 
The contemporary twist this pre­
sentation gave to these fantas­
tic classical works left Tom and 
I positively happy-and much 
more cultured then the night be­
fore. 

My advice to you, Dalhousie? 
Baby steps. Don't be afraid of this 
entity called "classical" music. 
You don't need to understand it 
to enjoy it. 

I 

industry, specifically seeking 
lunchtime procedures like botox 
injections and laser skin resur­
facing. Ultrafashionable men are 
also the largest growth market in 
the haute couture sector. 

So, Dalhousie men, don't be 
afraid to stylize and accessorize 
with flare. Get out there and strut 
your stuff. It may be the secret to 
catching the attention of that co­
ed you've been eyeing in class. 
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REGISTER NOW! Genome Canada Bioinformatics Course Applied Computational Genomics Course 
(ACGC) Canadian Bioinformatics Resource NRC Institute for Marine Biosciences, Halifax, NS Saturday, 
November 27 - Sunday, December 5, 2004 For more information about this course or to download a reg­
istration form, please go to www.gcbioinformatics.ca 
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Date: Saturday, October 30 
Venue: The Seahorse Tavern 
Reporter: Rafal Andronowskl 
Photographer: Rafal Andronowskl 
Stage Presence: A 
Audience Reaction: A 
Sound: C 
Effort: B+ 
Get-It-On-Ability: F 

Ghouls and nurses were packed like sardines in 

the Seahorse Tavern Saturday night. As glumly clad 

partygoers stumbled around the floor-drunk or in 

character, who knows?- avid fans of the band took 

up strategic positions in front of the stage. Dancers 

filled the small, wooden dance floor within seconds 

as.a great cloud of smoke obscured the stage. After a 

bnefmoment of near-silence, the speakers exploded 

with wailing guitar riffs and the lead singer emerged 

from the fog. This Alice Cooper tribute band captures 

the incandescence of the shock-rock icon's classic live 

performances. Fans responded to the band's energetic 

performance with equal energy, despite the numerous 
"hallowe'en-ish" fluids and candies hurled at them 

by the band. For a performance full of the Halloween 
spirit, look no further than My Other Brother Alice. 
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Sartorial Eloquence: 
Louis Louay 

Nadine LaRoche 
Fashion Inquisition 

For decades Louis Vuitton bags 
dangled from the fingers of 

the elitists. The signature "LV" 
Monogram canvas bags identi­
fied their carriers as rich and un­
deniably fashionable ... until the 
damn fakes arrived. Like most 
sought after high-enditems, Lou­
isVuitton handbags hit the main­
stream fashion world in the form 
of knockoffs. Trend-happy teens 
jumped at the chance to mold 
into a style ideal that included 
LV and begged their daddies for 
a fake. 

Some say this knockoff boom 
killed the novelty of Louis Vuit­
ton, but I disagree. It is the his­
tory behind Vuitton that gives it 
timeless style. The LV craze that 
has hung fakes off of what seems 
like every second shoulder will 
soon pass, and the trendsters will 
latch onto a new desired nov­
elty. Those who are left will pull 
out their monogrammed wallets 
with pride and remember that 
they are not pursuing a trend, 
but instead preserving a history 
of fine craftsmanship. 

Very few of the LV bashers out 
there are aware of L.V's history. 

This leads to their 
misinformed label­
ing of all Vuitton 
carriers as trend 
whores. To clear up 
these misconcep­
tions, here's a brief 
version of LV's ori­
gins below. 

With the onset 
of the golden age 
of railways in the 
late 1860s, Louis 
Vuitton created its 
fi rst piece of lug­
gage, in 1854 [the 
"Flat Gris Trianon 
Trunk"] . The flat 

trunk was specifically designed 
to be stacked easily into luggage 
vans. It was made with varnished 
beech and covered with a water­
proof canvas to protect it from 
the bad weather. 

The year of 1925 brought in 
French opera singer Marthe Che­
nal's toiletries case. The House 
ofVuitton adorned the case with 
crocodile, sealskin, tortoiseshell, 
crystal and gold. The toiletries 
case is both practical and luxuri­
ous: the foundation of the Vuit­
ton style. 

Vuitton also contributed to 
the automobile craze by fabricat­
ing trunks and cases for motor­
ists' every need. A 
Vuitton picnic case 
was introduced in 
1910, a tea-case 
made for the Ma­
harajah of Baroda 
was launched in 
1926, a Mono-
gram canvas 
toolbox came 
out in 1908, a 
driver's bag was 
designed in 
1919 to fit in­
side the spare 
wheel and fi-
nally, in 1923, Georges 

Spin Spin Sugar 

Jin The Rest is History 

Vuitton unveiled a waterproof 
black "auto-trunk" that was at­
tached behind the car. 

The age of ocean liners meant 
more luggage creations for Louis 
Vuitton. His designs included the 
first wardrobe, the Steamer Bag 
(the 1901 equivalent of the mod­
ern-day laundry bag) and the 
Linen-Writing Case. Vuitton also 
introduced the Stokowski Writ­
ing Desk in 1936 that when open 
has shelves for books, drawers 
for papers and a place for a type­
writer. Vuitton kept his designs 
up-to-date with travel trends 
and with the flight of the fi rs t air­
planes, Vuitton introduced light­
er and smaller luggage for this 
new means of transportation. 

Louis Vuitton also supplied 
early explorers, such as those 
in the Yellow Cruise and Black 
Cruise, with sturdy trunks for 
their expeditions. 

The Louis Vuitton Cup, cre­
ated to determine the challenger 
of the America's Cup, the most 
prestigious yachting race today, 
is the present-day expression 
of the luggage company's tradi­
tional spirit of adventure. Louis 
Vuitton is a timeless symbol of 
travel and elegance and hope­
fully won't perish soon from 
fashion's often-looming demise: 
death-by-trend. 

Sam Nijjar, Troy Richter and 
Ray Corkum 
Arts Contributors 

Virgin/ Ruff Ryder Records . . 
The platinum 'R' hanging from the neck of 106 & Park freestyle champiOn ~m 
has proven to be an odd fit. The talented lyricist, whose confide_nt and ~ersattle 
flow won him his record contract, is out of his element here. !fts rhymu~g ~ver 
th th-driven production, a staple of Ruff Ryder albums smce the mtd 90s, 
pr~~es the same sound as a square peg ?,eing jammed into a round hole. 

Tr k l'k "Cl b Song" and "Karaoke Night are all beeps and bass that does ac s 1 e u . . , h . f b' t 
t 't the style of the young MC. More distressing ts Jms c mce o su Jec 

no sm . . f h ''I' h t 
matter (which for the better part of the album is limited to bravado _and vanatwns o t e m ere ? 
take over!" theme), which ~~els put o~. :~~.~~:~;~u~;ct~;e]in~~~~n~i:~: ;~~~~~~~~ta~~~~: 
second half. Songs such ~s Sam: Cry a , irl articular-a track that has Jin tackling the struggles 
to bow to the Ruff Ryder Image. sru:ne Cry p M e and China's population regulation 
of his own culture (including t~e Ttananmen Sthqua_re b ass~r m the majority of the album. -R.C. 
laws)-has an unmistakable feehng of honesty at IS a sen ro 

Halifax Pop Explosion Edition 
Compiled by Lindsay Dobbin 

Arcade Fire 
"Hait i" 

The Organ 
" Memorize the City" 

Laura Peek and the Winning Hearts 
"Oh Lenny" 

Porcelain Gods 
"Emergency Band Meeting" 

Oh Susanna 
"Carrie Lee" 

Veda HJJie 
"The Ballad of Marie Sanders" 

Brian Borcherdt 
"Can't Stop Loving You" 

EJJiott Brood 
"CadJJiac Dust" 
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The New Breed Off the Beaten Path 
ll!'lm~~ Thorp Records 

While I am strongly opposed to the idea of 
categorizing every facet of music into genres 
(ever since I heard someone call Pink Floyd 
the "originators of emo," anyway), while lis­
tening to Off the Beaten Path I could not help 

_"'"-,_,......._...,..,.,. ...... _. but put a name to the New Breed's combina­
tion of chanting choruses (which beg to be sung, no, slurred back) 
and chopping guitar riffs (that seem invoke The Ramones) of "Pub 
Punk." Lead singer Johnny Stevens is incredibly comfortable behind 
the microphone, delivering poignant vocals like a boozed up pied 
piper. It is easy to picture him up on stage, leading a drunken chorus 
as he sings: "Tell me tell me can you hear it? Oh no why can't you 
feel it? Can you hear the shouts from the Underground?" The guitar 
work, though simplistic, is very well done and at times, the bass is 
nothing short of inspirational (check the bass solo on "Friendly Fire" 
if you aren't sure what I mean). While the New Breed will not win any 
awards for ingenuity, they are masters of their craft and have the 
ability to make any cynic raise a glass. -RC. 

Celine Dion & Anne Geddes Miracle 
This collaboration between renowned photog­
rapher Anne Geddes and Canadian songbird 
Celine Dion is a multifaceted project. The col­
lection is available in a 180-page book format 
with photos by Geddes (whose specialty i~ pho­
tographs of babies) that includes an audio. CD 
of new and old lullabies as recorded by Dwn, 
and a DVD that documents the making of the 

project. The music itself (which is also available in a single disc format) 
is serene and dulcet, as Dion necessarily swaps her trademark vocal 
acrobatics for gentle crooning. Miracle is perfect for new and expect­
ing parents. Highlights include "Brahms' Lullaby," and a spot-on cover 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~hnLenno~clu~c~ea~~lBo~"-S~. 
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The men's volleyball team is ranked 7th 
in Canada 

Both the men and women won the AUS 
cross country titles last weekend. Dan 
Hennigar was named coach of the year. 

Women's Soccer AUS playoffs: 
• Dal vs undetermined 

Sat. 2:30 p.m. 
• Championship game 

Sun.1 p.m. 

All games at Wickwire Field 

Women's Hockey 
• vs St. F.X. Sat. Nov. 6, 2:30 p.m. 

Men's Hockey 
• Fri. Nov. 5 vs STU at 7 p.m. 
• Sat. Nov. 6 vs UdeM at 7 p.m. 

Ed1tor 
E-mail 

Michael Gorman 
mtgorman@dal.ca 

Swimming 
• vs. Mt. A. and UNB 

Sat. Nov 6. 2 p.m. 

Sports Briefs 
~--------- -----~----------------------------------------~--------------~--------------~ 

Back (1-r): Jess Young, Nicole Baker, Miranda Mclean, Sara Klein. 
Front (1-r) Danielle Knip, Alix Watters 

Photo: Michael Gorman 

Rugby Women Look 

Michael Gorman 
Sports Editor 

T he women's rugby club is 
charging into this weekend's 

college league championship 
game against UNB. Despite a 
perfect record, they know they 
will have to be at their best to win 
the league crown. 

"They are going to be our big­
gest challenge," says team presi­
dent Danielle Knip. 

Dal has had little trouble with 
their opponents this season, out-

SLONE & MUNRO 
LAWYERS 

Providing assistance with: 

• Immigration to Canada 

• Study and Work Permits 

•Temporary Resident Status 

Andrew 
Munro 

amuruo@eastlink.ca 
www.munro-immigration.ca 

•• 5162 Duke St., Suite 501 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

B3J 1N7 

ph: (902) 492-3310 
fx: (902) 492-0013 

• 
----~~--1 ing 

scoring them by an overwhelm­
ing total margin of 343 to 18. But 
this stat is misleading when it 
comes to the contest with UNB. 
Though Dal won their earlier 
meeting, it was the closet of the 
season at 17-10. Dal's next clos­
est match this year was a 58-5 
victory over the Nova Scotia Ag­
ricultural College. 

Knip says that such lop-sided 
wins can make it difficult when it 
comes time to play a team more 
evenly matched like UNB. 

"It's hard because we play 
teams all year that aren't any 
competition for us," she says. "So 
we have to be mentally prepared 
and on our game when we play 
UN B." 

The team began playing in 

the college league they helped 
create following Dal's decision 
to discontinue ruby's status as 
a varsity sport three years ago. 
Knip says that while the school's 
decision was disappointing, es­
pecially as the team continues to 
beat varsity level teams like Aca­
dia and SMU in friendly contests, 
she and her teammates continue 
to find ways to play because of 
their passion for the game. 

"We really don't have a 
choice," she says. "We all love 
playing rugby. And this is the only 
way we can play so we're making 
the most of it." 

Dal hosts UNB in the women's 
Atlantic college league final at the 
Halifax Commons on Saturday, 
Nov. 7, 1 p.m. 

Take your degree to a 
whole new level of success. 
Learn to managt: intern;llional deYclopmcnt projects o~erseas. 

International Project M<lnagcment is the only 
postgraduate program in Omada that shows you 
how your degree can change the world. 

Cn/1416·675-6622, ext. 3032 or email 
mpen.das@humlwr.ca ji>r jitrther it!(ormatwn. 
Apply for all Business Sc/l()v/ programs at the 
OCAS web site- Mm:(mtariowllcges.w 

.,. HUMBER 
The Business School 

www.buslness.humberc.on.ca 

Andy White and the Tigers look to continue dominaHng the AUS 
Photo: Nick Pearce 

Swimming Tigers 
Ready to Pounce 
Michael Gorman 
Sports Editor 

D al's men and women's swim 
teams are gearing up for 

their first home meet this sea­
son-and they're licking their 
chops as they wait for meet 
opponents University of New 
Brunswick and Mount Allison to 
arrive 

"We're really excited because 
we pounded UNB in the first meet 
of the season and we're looking 
forward to doing it again," says 
second-year standout Sheena 
Martin. 

Swimming at UNB, the lady 
Tigers won every individual 
event and all three relays. After 
years of Tiger-UNB rivalry over 
the conference title, Dal enters 
this year's competition as the 
overwhelming class of the AUS. 

To overcome complacency 
with in-conference competition, 
Martin says the team tries to fo­
cus on racing each other and 
thinking about swimmers across 
the country. 

"It's important to keep track 
of what's going on in the other 
conferences and also to race your 
teammates," she says. "The team 
is strong enough that we can do 
that to remain focused at confer-

ence meets." 
Like Martin and the women, 

the men's team is also much 
stronger than the rest of the con­
ference. 

Team captain Andy White 
says this year's men's team has 
the tools to do big things. 

"We've got an excellent team 
with a lot of depth," he says. "We 
should do better nationally and 
in the Atlantic conference [than 
we did last year.] 

As is the case with the wom­
en, White says the men must find 
ways to overcome weak confer­
ence competition. This year's 
AUS conference only features 
four national-level male swim­
mers not swimming for Dal. 

"We really have to focus on 
racing each other-stepping up, 
doing it in the moment," he says. 

Both White and Martin say 
team goals for the year include 
conference championships and 
top performances at the CIS 
championships in February. 
Currently the Tigers have three 
swimmers qualified for nation­
als-Matt Terauds, Ashley Aitken 
and sister Kiera Aitken . 

Catch Dal, UNB and Mount A 
as they race for conference brag­
ging rights at the Dalplex this 
Saturday, Nov. 6, 2 p.m . 
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Tigers Can't Light the Lamp 
Hockey men grow frustrated with lack of offence C 

Inside the locker 
room with ... 

~~-
Natalie Dupals. Natalie is co-captain of 
the women's swim team and a CIS qualifier. 
Theresa-Anne Salah 

Joey Ryba 
Staff Contributor 

Eff~rt .and inte~sity is key in 
wmnmg-sconng goals is 

important too. The men's hock­
ey team has been fired up since 
training camp but find them­
selves in a bad pattern of not 
scoring. 

The Tigers have been consis­
tently out-working their oppo­
nents only to come out on the 
short end of the stick. Until re­
cently, this scoring slump hasn't 
caused their moral to fall. 

After this past weekend, the 
Tiger's have lost their optimism 
as things continue to grow sour. 
The Tigers were smoked 5-0 at 
the hands of UPEI and 6-2 at 
the hands of defending national 
champs UNB. Hot goaltending 
on the part ofUNB's Reg Bourci­
er and a poor powerplay on the 
part of Dal was the downfall. The 
Tigers have only managed 1 goal 
in 19 powerplays against UNB 
this season. The same scenario 
played out in a 5-0 loss to UPEI 
this past Friday. The Tigers went 
0-14 on the powerplay and were 
stymied by the UPEI net-minder. 

"It was one of those weekends 
where we made some mistakes 
and things snowballed," says Pat 
Berrigan. "We made some mis­
takes and our opponents capi­
talized. Unfortunately, we didn't 
capitalize on their mistakes." 

"We're starting to get frus­
trated," says Jonah LeRoux. "We 
came out flying early in the year 
and couldn't capitalize. Now, our 
confidence is low and guys are 
feeling the pressure. The morale 
is low, but we have to change 
that. Starting this week we have 
to think and play like a team who 
is a winner, not just a competi­
tor." 

Andre Robichaud looks to lead his team to victory this weekend. 

Switching to the positive light 
this season, the leadership and 
play of Andre Robichaud has 
really come to the frontline for 
Dal. 

The third-year defenceman, 
known as the "Roadrunner," is 
quickly becoming one of the 
league's top rear guards. Robi­
chaud is using his strength and 
speed to shut down the opposi­
tion and generate chances. 

"I thought Robichaud re­
ally stepped it up last year and 
it's continuing now," says coach 

Photo: Nick Pearce 

Fabian Joseph. "He's using his 
speed at both ends. He can carry 
the puck and generate chances." 

Captain Brad Pierce also 
praised his teammate: "He's re­
ally playing well for us. He came 
to camp in great condition and 
it's evident. Andre is one of our 
keys guys and he just has to keep 
going in that direction." 

The Tigers will be at home this 
Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m. 
as they take on the UdeM Blue 
Eagles and the STU Tommies re­
spectively. 

Athletes of the Week 

Paul Chafe 
_____ __. Cross Country 

Paul Chafe is this week's Dalhousie Uni­
versity Male Athlete of the Wee~.. Chafe 
finished this season's AUS competition un­
defeated by winning the conf~rence ch~­
pionship and leading Dalhouste to 37-pomt 
team victory. Chafe ran the early part of the 
race in a five-person lead group before he 
and teammate Stanley Chaisson broke away 
from the pack at the half-~y mark. Chafe 
controlled the race and Chatsson hung on, 
but it was not enough as Chafe crossed the 
line first in a time of 32:05; his best ever for 
a 10 km course. He was named AUS Ath~ete 
of the Year and an AUS all-star. C~afe ts a 
fourth-year history student from Kingston, 

Ont. 

Janice Ashworth 
Cross Country . 

Janice Ashworth is this week's Dalhous~e 
University Female Athlete of the Week. Thts 
past weekend, Ashworth continu~d h~r 
dominating style taking the Atlant:c U~t­
versity Sport cross country champlOnshtp 
at Point Pleasant Park. She led from start 
to finish, breaking away very early from the 
talented field and finished the 5-km race 
in a time of 17:49. It was the second year 
in a row that Ashworth captured the AUS 
title and her second consecutive AUS .Ath­
lete of the Year honour. She led th~ Ttgers 
to an enormous 41-point victor~ m team 
competition with the Tigers sconng an al­
most-perfect 16 points. Ashworth was last 
year's CIS cross country and track ~nd field 
Rookie of the Year. She looks to contt~ue h~r 
success at the upcoming CIS champlOnshtp 
in Guelph, Ont. 
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If heaven exists, what would you like to hear God say 
when you arrive at the gates? 
I highly doubt I will make it to heaven. However, when and 
if I do arrive to those gates, I would love to hear God tell me 
that I will be granted with numerous male-slaves for eterni­
ty, who will service me five times a day and cook my meals. 

What is your alcoholic beverage of choice, and how 
often do you consume It? 
My alcohol beverage of choice is the classy California red, 
Carlo Rossi. I have consumed Carlo many a times, and 
there are times he has gotten the best of me. For instance: 
the time I sexually harassed the construction worker with 
the light-wand on Inglis, or even the time I broke into my 
friend's house parading around in her lingerie drawers. 

What superstitions do you believe in? 
I like to think that making a wish at 11:11 p.m. will relate to 
what I hope God will tell me at the gates. 

What are the last three things you do before you go 
to bed? 
I would have to say the first thing of the three things would 
be to eat my traditional multi-grain bagel with peanut but­
terwhile watching Sex and the City. Secondly, motivate my­
self to get up for early morning swim workout and finally lay 
in bed, close my eyes and think of Steven Banks in a deep, 
fuzzy, emotional way. 

What relationship advice would you like to pass on? 
Since I am the queen at relationship advice, I would like to 
pass on some tips of the "don't" in relationship approach­
es: 
• Do not use the excuse of washing your cat to get out of a 

date, he will not believe it. 
• Do not ever, ever say "I like you as a brother," (it sicks 
them out). 

• Do not get with any of the boys on the swim team. 
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Women's Volleyball Team 
Eyes National Title 
Jenn Casey 
Staff Contnbutor 

The varsity women's volleyball 
team has a plan to retain the 

AUS championship they won in 
2003 and snag the CIS champi­
onship that eluded them in the 
same year. 

The groundwork for their plan 
was laid out last weekend during 
a two-game home stand. 

In front of a noisy standing­
room-only crowd in the Sexton 
gym last Friday evening, the la­
dies powered through Acadia 
three sets to one (25-19, 21-25, 
25-21, 25-19). The following eve­
ning, and showing no signs of 
fatigue, the Tigers handed UPEI 
the same fate (25-21, 25-27, 25-
14, 25-23). 

"We have a group of excellent 
players who are all dedicated to­
wards winning this year," says 
Jilliane Goulet, the player of the 
game against Acadia. "It's a great 
team to play on... nationals is 
definitely our goal." 

But like most championship 
contenders, the team has some 
tweaking to do before the rest 
of the season. The second set of 
the Acadia match was inconsis­
tent and full of errors and it cost 
them. 

"We get ourselves into slumps 
sometimes and we haven't been 
able to pull ourselves out," says 

Tl 

Goulet, an English major. "So 
that's one of the things we have 
to work at as a team." 

Another area the team needs 
to sure up is the position of left 
side. Currently it is still wide 
open. So far coach Kirk Yanofsky 
has been alternating players in 
and out of this position during 
games. 

"We feel that we have some 
good people," says Yanofsky. "But 
we're still in the process of seeing 
who's going to be consistent." 

And consistency on the roster 
is what makes the team one of the 

AUS WOMEN'S SOCCER CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Friday, November 5- Quarter-finals, 12pm & 2:30pm 
Saturday, November 6- Semifinals, 12pm & 2:30pm 
Sunday, November 7- AUS Championship Final, 1 pm 

MEN'S HOCKEY 
Friday, November 5, STU @ OAL, 7pm 

Saturday, November 6, UdeM@ DAL, 7pm 

WOMEN'S HOCKEY Saturday, November 6, StFX@ DAL, 2:30pm 

SWIMMING Saturday, November 6, Double Dual Meet, 1 pm 

Admission is free for Dol students with valid ID 

494-3312 www.ATHlETICS.DALCA 
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Chrissie Henderson needs to score for Dal to win. 
Photo: Michael Gorman 

AUS Soccer Title 
On The Line 

Jilliane Goulet goes up for a block. 
Photo: Michael Gorman 

Lady Tigers host playoffs after winning 
Eastem division 

most experienced in the league. 
Dalhousie has only added three 
rookies this season. 

As for the rest of the plan, Ya­
nofsky says that will include lots 
of hard work. 

"I think there's a lot of teams 
that have improved and solidi­
fied over the past few years," says 
Yanofsky, also an assistant coach 
with the national team. 

"So we're going to have to 
come out and work for every sin­
gle point of every match. I think if 
we do that, when it's all said and 
done the results will favour us." 

Small Business 
Own this Space for 

only ~20/week! 

Call &azette Advertising 
~494-6532 

Mike Tweedale 
Staff Contributor 

I f the women's soccer team 
wants to go to nationals they 

are going to need their veterans 
to step up. 

The women's soccer playoffs 
take place this weekend at Wick­
wire field with the winner go­
ing to the CIS championships in 
Montreal the following weekend. 
Dal opens play in the semi finals 
Saturday afternoon. The team 
earned a bye because they won 
their division. 

The quarterfinal bye could 
be the most valuable reward for 
the Tigers' regular season efforts. 
None of the players will admit 
to it, but they're sick and they're 
hurting. 

Although bench players have 
made strong contributions, Leah 
Kutcher has been missed. The 
fourth-year midfielder had been 
out of action for two weeks, but 
showed that she should be ready 
for the playoffs after a return for 
Dal's final regular season action. 

The rugged and talented de­
fensive duo of Melanie Clarke 
and Sophia Hopkins has been 
hobbled all year. However, this is 

Flu Shot Clinics 
TIRED OF ER WAITS? 

Medical 
Clinics 

Walk-in or Call 

The 
Family 
Focus Sameday Appointments 

Halifax Professional Center 
5991 Spring Garden Rd. Suite 102, Halifax 

Monday to Friday 420•2038 
8:30 am - 9:00 pm 
Sa S & Holid Other locations: t, Un., ayS Joseph Howe Dr. Sackville Dartmouth 
11 :00 am - 5:00 pm 443-2o3s sss-2o3a 462-2038 

www.thefamilyfocus.ca 
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the playoffs and an opportunity 
to represent the Atlantic division 
at the CIS Championship has 
both players characteristically 
unfazed by their ailments. 

On the field, Hopkins does 
not mince words when commu­
nicating with her teammates. If 
she isn't pleased with what she 
sees she will demand an im­
provement. 

A player who backs her words 
with tenacious play and an un­
wavering work ethic gets this 
kind of respect. 

"How can we not respond to 
someone like her?" says Clarke. 
"We look to her to get us going 
and keep us in the game." Cap­
tain Laura Scharf voices a simi­
lar appreciation for the spirited 
Hopkins, "She gives 100 per cent 
every game and we wouldn't be 
able to do without her." 

The team is also going to 
need more offensive production. 
Chrissie Henderson is a goal 
scorer and would be the first to 
admit that she is not producing. 
After netting five goals during the 
regular season last year, her two­
goal output this year is below ex­
pectation. 

Teammates have a lot of re­
spect for Henderson, and know 
that she can influence the out­
come of a game. Clarke consid­
ers Henderson irreplaceable and 
adds, "She can take care of the 
play in any situation and is dan­
gerous from everywhere." 

Dal's first match is Saturday at 
2:30 p.m. All games take place at 
Wickwire Field with the champi­
onship game on Sunday at 1 p.m. 

PRESTIGIOUS PAID INTERNSHIP 
OPPORTUNITY 

Ogilvy Public Relations Worldwide 
(www.ogilvypr.com) seeks college interns 

to implement an award-winning public 
relations campaign. Work is conducted on 
campus, primarily between January and 
May 2005. Open to undergraduates only 

in their junior or semor year. Students with 
majors in public relations, communica­

tions, marketing, advertising and journal· 
ism are strongly urged to apply. 

E-mail resume to: 
internprogram@ogilvypr.com. 
Deadline: November 25, 2004 . 
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Re e 

Jeol MacDonald 
e ant on ribu or 

T o many of us it's just a day off 
of school. For many others, 

Nov. 11 means much more. Re­
membrance Day is a time to hon­
or those who have served their 
country and wreaths are laid to 
pay tribute to those whose lives 
were taken in combat. We often 
fail to consider why and how we 
are able to live in the country we 
do. To most of us, war is a distant 

bra nee ay 

country where old men live. 
I remember when I was as a 

kid not and I didn't want go up 
the street on a cold November 
day for the annual service. It 
wasn't fun and I didn't know any 
of the men there. Thankfully, my 
father would not hear this. He 
said one day I would understand 
the importance of Remembrance 
Day-and he was right. Those 
able to rise will do their best to 
square themselves to attention 
when "The Last Post" is played-

and once the piper begins the la­
ment, their eyes will focus on the 
cenotaph and they will enter a 
place of their own, a place where 
the noise stopped 60 years ago. 
They will remember the friends 
they made and lost, scenes of 
destruction and chaos, and the 
end. It's a presence that hits the 
core, but can be cathartic for 
anyone who needs to just let go. 
The chilling feeling goes deeper 
than any outside temperature; it 
allows us to give in to the dreary 
emotion of the day. 

Unfortunately, as the years 

They will remember the 
friends they made and 
lost, scenes of destruc­

tion and chaos, and the 
end. It's a presence that 
hits the core, but can be 

cathartic for anyone who 
needs to just let go. 

have passed, the number of sur­
viving veterans has dwindled, 
making service attendance that 
much more important. Many 
paid the ultimate price, but the 
pride exuded from those still 
surviving should inspire us all 
and make us appreciate the lib­
erties we take for granted. This 
year wear a poppy and attend a 
service if possible. They are owed 
that much. 

D SC S e 
Events 

s& 

All hoodie orders are due this Friday, Nov. 5, along with 
the required $20 deposit. Order forms can be picked up and 
dropped off at the EUS office. 

There will be a Keith's Brewery industry tour on Nov. 10. 
Signups are in the EUS office. 

Nov. 15 marks the beginning of our Christmas tree cam­
paign. This event will be taking place in the weeks leading up 
to Christmas and helps out many needy families at this time of 
year. To help out, all you have to do is simply take a name off 
the tree and get a gift for that person. Then, simply wrap the 
gift, put the name on it, and put it under the Christmas tree. 

There will be an EUS pop bottle race at Dalplex pool on 
Nov. 26. Each discipline can enter a boat made solely out of 
pop bottles and duct tape that must carry one person to the 
other side of the pool. The first team to the other side wins. 

Planning is currently underway for a Montreal Massacre 
memorial on Dec. 6. Contact the EUS if you would like to be in­
volved with this ceremony or any other EUS events: dteus@dal. 
ca 

Looking for a Darkroom? 
• Excellent Ventilation 
• B&W, Oversized Trays 
• $45/Month, Chemicals Included 
• Convenient, Secure Location 

darkroom@eastlink.ca 

CREATIVE WRITING PRIZES 

a prose short story, and an essay, are open to 
-time undergraduate or graduate students at 

· University only. Prizes are $250 and $150 for 
....... ,.,,..,./, $250 for a prose short story, and 250 for 

-



____ University Avenue 

Verdun 

Survivors 

Siegfried Sassoon: Sassoon enlisted 
in the military just before the draft, 
when he was 28. After serving at 
Galli poll and seeing the death of his 
brother and a friend, Sassoon spoke 
out publicly against the war, and end­
ed up writing a declaration against it. 
He met and befriended Wilfred Owen 
in a military hospital, and he is said 
to have provided invaluable influence 
and encouragement to Owen. 

No doubt they'll soon get well; the shock and strain 
Have caused their stammering, disconnected talk. 
Of course they're 'longing to go out again,'-
These boys with old, scared faces, learning to walk. 
They'll soon forget their haunted nights; their cowed 
Subjection to the ghosts of friends who died,-
Their dreams that drip with murder; 
and they'll be proud 
Of glorious war that shatter'd all their pride ... 
Men who went out to battle, grim and glad; 
Children, with eyes that hate you, broken and mad. 

Called "the greatest battle ever," the Battle 
of Verdun lasted from Feb. 21 to Dec 19 
1916 and is estimated to have caused ~ve; 
700,000 casualties. 

Wilfred Owen: Owen enlisted 
in the Artists' Rifles in 1915. Af­
ter suffering shell shock in 191_7. 
he was sent to a military hospttal 
where he met Sassoon and wrot~ 
many of the poems for which he IS 

remembered today. He was awar~ed ~ 
military cross for bravery, and ?t~d m 
battle in a week before the armtsttce at 
the age of 25. 

Dulce et Decorum Est 
"Bent double, like old beggars under sacks, h 
Knock-kneed, coughing like hags, we cursed throug 

sludge, d b cks 
Till on the haunting flares we turne our a 
Arid towards our distant rest began to tr~dge. 
Men marched asleep. Many had lost theu b~o~~- d· 
But limped on, blood shod. All went lame; m • 
Drunk with fatigue; deaf even to ~e hoots 
Of gas shells dropping softly behmd. 

Gas! GAS! Quick, boys!- An ecst~sy ?f fumbling, 
Fitting the clumsy helmets just m nme; bl" 
But someone still was yelling out and_ stum mg, 
Arid flound'ring like a man in fire or ~e . . . r ght 
Dim, through the misty pane~ and thic~ green l , 

As under a green sea, I saw htm drownmg. 

I all my dreams before my helpless sight, . 
n ' . hoking drownmg. He plunges at me, guttenng, c ' 

If in some smothering dreams yo~ to? could pace 
Behind the wagon that we flung~ m: f 
Arid watch the white eyes writhing m ~ts ace, 
His hanging face, like a devil's sick of sm; 
If you could hear, at every jolt, the bloo~ lungs 
Come gargling from the froth-corrupte • 
Obscene as cancer, bitter as the cud 
Of vile, incurable sores on inno~ent to~~e~ ~est 
M friend, you would not tell wtth sue g T: children ardent for some desperate glory, 
The old Ue: Dulce et decorum est 
Pro patria mori." 

Sambre-Oise Canal 
On Nov. 4, 1918, Owen died 
at_t~~pting to lead the British 32nd 
DIVISion across the canal. 

!he Danger~e: Beaumont-Hamel 
It was a magnificent display of traini 

and di~ciplined valour, and the assa~~ 
only failed of success because dead men 
can advance no further." 

Rupert Brooke: Yeats called 
Brooke "the handsomest young 
man in England," but he was 
much more than just a pretty 
face. He already had a reputa­
tion as a poet in England when 
the war began. He is remem­
bered as a war poet, but he only 
saw one day of action before dy­
ing of blood poisoning in April 
1915 on his way to Gallipoli. 

The Dead 
Blow out, you bugles, over the 
rich Dead! 
There's none of these so lonely and poor of old, 
But, dying, has made us rarer gifts than gold 
These laid the world away; poured out the red 
Sweet wine of youth; gave up the years to be 
Of work and joy, and that unhoped serene, 
That men call age; and those who would have been, 
Their sons, they gave, their immortality. 

Blow, bugles, blow! They brought us, for our dearth, 
Holiness, lacked so long, and Love, and Pain. 
Honour has come back, as a king, to earth, 
And paid his subjects with a royal wage; 
And Nobleness walks in our ways again; 
And we have come into our heritage. 

Vlmy Ridge Memorial 
Unveiled on July 26, 1936 by King Edward 
VIII, the memorial was built to commemo­
rate the Canadians who fought and died in 
the battle. 


