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11" Annual Charity Ball

is Saturday, February 10, in support of the |

Canadian Cancer Society.
Tickets go on sale January 22 and can be
| bought at the SUB Info Desk

DSU/DAL SCIENCE SOCIETY MUNRO DAY |

SKI TRIP!!
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 2
$15 FOR LIFT PASS, RENTAL, LESSON &
BUS RIDE TO AND FRO!

TICKE LS ARE NOW ON SALE AT THE

SUB INFO DESK

LST YEAR MEMBER A

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Position available-- January 28 --April 30.
Cover letters and resumes can be dropped
off in Council Offices, 2™ floor SUB.
Deadline for applications is Wednesday,
January 24 at 4pm.

For more info call Steve at 494 1277

«2TRAVEL CUTS

a9a_ 2054
swdent) Dal SUB, 3rd Floor

C,O
Dis www.travelcuts.com

Extended Spring Break Weather Forecast
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York strike ends after eleven weeks

morning after a bitter 11-week struggle.

both teaching and gra

raise.

“great news,” in a prepared statement.

May 11,

provinces.

opporunities provided by universities.

She said the study illustrates important fren

act.

necessary.
A lawyer providin

and therefore it is unfair.

because it is currently before the legal system.

Ontario passes private universities bill

"

and professors.

udvuntuge in the economic market because the
forcing 1 nt's har
government denies this possib

News

from the Canadian University Press newswire

nal

by Wendy Sawatzky

TORONTO (CUP) — Striking graduate and teaching assistants reached a
fentative agreement with York University’s administration early Tuesday

The deal was struck after a forced ratification vote last Friday, which saw
only one of three bargaining units agree to the university's proposo{. The two
sides went back 1o the negotiation t(ﬂ)le for a marmhonﬁ
They reached an agreement early in the morning of January 9.

The two-year agreement includes the much coveied tuition profection for

3U(ﬂe assistants. It also establishes a first contract for
graduate assistants, including a base pay of $5,880 for the first year, plus an
5882 signing bonus and $7,300 in the second year. The university initially
offered a base of 54,500 in October. All units will receive a two percent pay

argaining session.

A Canadian Union of Public Employees Local 3903 spokesperson says the
agreement is “more or less exudlj what we were oskin% for right from the
beginning.” York University President Lorna Marsden called the agreement

To make up for academic fime lost to the strike, the university’s fall will
end Feb. 12. The winter term will begin on Feb. 26, and will be extended until

New study suggest educational imbalance across Canada

OTTAWA (CUP) — A new study of Canadian universities suggested
massive imbalances in educational opportunity and quality across the different

Independent think tank and research group the Canadian Centre for
Policy Alternatives (CCPA) released “Missing Pieces |1 " on Jan. 10. The study
uses a unique and extensive set of rankings to rate the services and

A report co-author said the CCPA discovered accessibility to university
and college is now largely determined by income bracket and province of
residence. The fen provinces were com(pured in terms of equity, accessibility,

N quality and public accountability, and further evaluated based on 19 indicators
d {rom ihe perceniage of wamen in faculty fo tuition raes.

Three highest-ranking provinces overall were British Columbio, Quebec
and Manitoba, while the lowest-three were Alberta, Saskatchewan and Ontario.

“There are massive inequities entreriched acrass the country. The face of
| campus is changing as accountability is being fimited,” said one study co-author.

gs that need to be addressed. “We
hope that this report might be a wake-up call for the governments.”

Student group argues bankruptcy amendments discriminatory

OTTAWA (CUP) — The Canadian Federation of Students (CFS) has filed a
constitutional challenge in response to recent amendments to the bankruptey

The federal government amended the bankruptey act in 1997, making
those who have loans under-the:Canada Student Loan program ineligible for a
bankruptcy hearing fora period of fen years. °

A spokesperson for Finance Canada said the rates of bankruptcy and
default on students loans were “getting really high,” making the change

legal counsel to the CFS said that the act
discriminates against students as a group, based on the false stereotype that
they are irresponsible with respect fo the repayment of debts. He said that the
gist of the challenge fo the act is that some people are being treated differently

CFS expecs the case to be heard by a judge sometime this spring, after
the Attorney General Has adequate fime o review the challenge and respond.
Government sources have refused to comment on the defails of the case

GUELPH, ONT. (CUP) — The Ontario government passed legislation
allowing private universities to operate in the province on Dec. 20.

T%is act will help give students more opportunities for a hiﬂh-quulity
education and ensure that they will have innovative and flexible ¢
the Minister of Training, Colleges and Universiies in a prepared statement.

However, some academics and students say they have concerns about
the infroduction of private universities. A Central Student Association
spokesperson said private universities could mean skyrockefing tuifion increases
and the creation of a separate post-secondary system for the rich. He said the
new legislation is only giving more educational options to those who can rul
high private tuition fees. He added that public university tution fees could be
also driven up by competition with private insfitutions for up-to-date technology

oices,” said

d

Critics are also concerned that under NAFTA's “fair treatment clause,”
private universities could claim that public universities have an unfair

are publicly funded, therefore

¢ government’s hand into funding both sectors equally. The provincial

ility.
Private universities cou|d,le in effect in Ontario as early as Sept. 2001.
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King’s College opens new
academic building

King’s welcomes more classroom, office space

by jay nathwani

King’s College opened its new
academic building to classes this
week, an accomplishment six years
in the making that will make life
considerably better for King's
students.

The building, as yet unnamed,
was host to its first class, a
Foundation Year Programme,
(FYP),lecture, on Monday, Jan. 15.

The building has been the
project, some would say the baby,
of Angus Johnston, the Vice-
President of the University of King's
College.

For the last six years, lectures
have been held in the dining hall,
the only place at King’s big enough
to fit FYP classes of about 250
people. Professor Johnston explains
that “FYP took an unexpected
growth spurt about six years ago,
which necessitated the move to the
dining hall. It was a compromise in
a number of ways right from the
start. There were some problems
with intimacy and focus.”

It also meant that class hours

had to be structured around meal
times.

“We used to play thirty-five
minutes-of musi¢ from nine to ti
beginning of lect

argument to accompany the
tecture.” With breakfast ending just
before class, they could only play
10 minutes of music before break.
The icademic building
solves those problems, and throws

in high-tech audio/visual

by tylerkustra
the gazette

Sitting at her kitchen table,
Alexa McDonough is bathed in
sunlight. She appears tired from
her hard-fought election
campaign, which only netted 13
NDP seats, down from 19 before
the election. The showing has put
her leadership and even the
existence of the NDP into
question. Buzz Hargrove ,
president of the Canadian Auto
Workers Union, has criticized her
leadership. NDP MPs-say the party
is in a state of crises. The Auto
Workers Union along with the
Canadian Labour Congress —
once core NDP supporters, are
reconsidering their backing. This
has left the NDP pondering its
future. Still the sunlight gives
her hope, and McDonough is
determined to go on with the
work she believes, despite any
adversity.

Gazette: The NDP was
reduced from 19 seats before the
election to 13 afterwards. How do
you feel about that?

McDonough: Very, very
disappointing no question on
that.

Gazette: How do you account
for that loss?

McDonough: As much as it
pains us to say so, the Liberals

equipment, such as large rear-
projection screen, to match.

It also has a classroom for
100 people, two for 60 people,
three seminar rooms for tutorials,
two administrative offices and ten
faculty offices. The office and
classroom space has also been
badly needed, and will be
welcomed.

Still to be completed is a
connection to the dining hall’s
breezeway, which will also make
room for three or four new student
offices, a request of the King's
Student Union, which was consulted
in the process of designing the
building. That will be-completed by
Sept. 2002, after the Dalhousie
daycare centre, which is currently
occupying the space, moves out.

The new building would allow
for the expansion of the Foundation
Year Programme, though King's
plans to keep the class at about the
same size. It will also be a boon to
the Contemporary Studies
Programme, and to activities at
King's in general.

The budget for the building
was $5.7 million, raised through a
campaign that had as its target
as financed
largely by foundations, friends and
alumni. Eighty percent of the target

$6.7 million and w

been met.

“These financial contributors
will be taken into account when
naming the new building”, says
Professor Johnston, “but it is being
deliberated.”

Professor Johnston, whose
term as Vice-President was extended
by one year so that he could see

succeeded in [a] brilliant, cynical,
partly-fictional campaign —
that there are only two
alternatives: the Liberals and
Alliance. It was clear to Canadians
that the Liberal campaign had [a]

the building through to its opening,
admits, “I've sort of fallen in love
with it.” He recalls the architectural
saying, “great buildings make great
ruins,” and says that one could see
that when it was being built. It was
designed as “a contemporary
building with ¢
especially Renaissance. To my mind,
it’s a lovely way to express the

voice of King's.”

lder references,

He has nothing but praise for
the architectural firm, Duffus
Romans Kundzins Rounsefell Ltd.,
the chief architect Roy Willwerth,
and the construction contractor,
Cardinal Construction. Hiring those
two firms. savs Johnston, were the
crucial decisions in the pr
bringing the new building int
creation.

He also acknowledges the role
of Dalhousie in selling to King’s the
space on which the building has
been built, just outside the quad on
the southwest corner. The Senate
made an exception for King's to
their rule of not selling land on the
main campus. King's is, of course,
part of Dalhousie, but the building
could not have been built without
the acquiescence of Dal.

Professor Johnston 1s pleased
and says others are too.

1 very positive, dys JONnsion.

There is certainly a feeling of
excitement at King’s about the
opening of the new building. The
grand opening, to be attended by
the Lieutenant-Governor of Nova
Scotia, will take place Fnda
January 19 at 1:00 PM
academic building.

in the new

very, very narrow objective: to
persuade Canadians that the
demon Day was about to become
Prime Minister unless people

continued on page 4

Better than a

Seat Sale!
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OUR NEW YEAR'S PRESENT TO YOU!!
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Buy your Student Class Airfare™
before January 31" and SAVE!
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“This is the tenth anniversary of the Gulf War and the
sanctions have been continuing to nobodies benefit, tens of
thousands of people continue to die of needless things such
as starvation and death from medical conditions that could
easily be cured. The sanctions prevent food and medicine from
entering Iraqg.”

Adam Squib, concerned Dal student.

Young

Alexa post-

election

continued from page 3

abandoned any commitment to
the other three opposition
parties.

I happen to think that that's
worse than a fiction — I think
that it's a grotesque
misrepresentation. However, the
Liberals relentlessly hammered
the message that the Alliance was
on the offensive, that Stockwell
Day was a Prime Minister in
waiting. That was quite effective.
It's clear that we [have not been]
successful and there are things
that we have to look at. Part of
that is a major party review,
rethink, debate and wide-open
discussions in the party [with] all
items on the table.

Gaz: Have you made the
choice to have a review or has it
been forced upon you?

Why would you think that?
At the very first caucus meeting
we held following the election I
called for [a] review and to
convene a series of round tables
where activists New Democrats
very much engaged in the

* oLp
ReT(RE

campaign and disappointed with
the outcome would come together
with some of our serious
detractors to do some brain
storming not about whether we
need a review but about what are
some of the key questions that
people really want to see on the
table. To achieve greater unity on
the left so we can become an
electoral force.

There is an endless amount
of right-wing interest in creating
distortions, misperceptions,
fictions about what's going on
here — very little interest in

reporting what's actually going on.

Gaz: How wide ranging will
the changes be?

Mc: That will be determined
by the participants in the process.
It's an open process and
everything’s on the table. After
every election you have, of course,
a review, but there is a strong and
broadly shared sense that it's
bigger than that. There is a bigger
need for a reinvention of the
social democratic forces in this
country.

Gaz: Does that include your
leadership?

Mc: I'm leader of this party.

Gaz: How much support for

: it realize your dreams, whatever they
'tools you need to help you get started.

INVEST](Ja te g

ROYAL
MUTUAL
. FUNDS

Make the most of your dreams ™

Click www.royalbank.com/rmf to learn more.
Call 1-800-ROYAL-MF to invest.

Royal Mutuat Funds are sold by Royal Mutual Funds inc., member of Royal Bank Financial Group. ™Trademark of Royal Bank of Canada. Royal Mutual Funds Inc. is a licensee of this trademark.

your leadership exists?

Mc: One million people voted
New Democrat. I don’t know what
all [one] million think about my
leadership on a regular on going
basis. [However] I felt well
supported by the vast majority of
New Democrats during the period
I've been leader. I'm sure some
people would like to see me not be
leader tomorrow but leadership is
determined by New Democrats in a
democratic process.

Gaz: What do you see as
student concerns?

Mc: Clearly we have a huge
problem in this country with
accessibility of education. I think
its fair to say through the NDP
hammering on the issue, working
with student organizations,
highlighting student concerns, the
good news is that we were able to
get the federal government to
recognize that [there] needed to
be changes in terms of some post-
secondary student funding. The
bad news is the prescription they
came up with in our view, and in
the view I think of most fair,
progressive-minded Canadians,
certainly in the view of students,
who are struggling with how to
finance their education, struggling
with damage done to the
education system because of the
failures the federal government, is
very bad medicine. That's why we
made post-secondary education a
major priority of [ours] the past
several years in parliament. It's
one of many causalities of the
election in the year 2000.

Gaz: How will you be able to
fight for students when you have
Just lost under one-third of you
caucus?

Mc: Same way the left has
always har' to fight — with every-

it of passion, creativity, enerqy,

innovation you can possibly
engender. There is no magic.
You've got to be creative, you've
got to be energetic, you've got to
not let the bastards get you. It
isn't just the 301 people who sit in
parliament who get to have their
say. In Liberal politics that's what
they try to make happen but we
actually live in a democracy. The
undemocratic notion of * to the
winner goes the spoils’. Not in a
social democracy. Citizens have
both the right and the responsibly
to try to shape politics in a
democratic society. Makes it harder
when most citizens are viewed as a
nuisance by Liberal-establishment
forces.

Gaz: How do you view young
people?

Mc: There is a lot of promise
out there. I'm a very hopeful
optimistic person about these
things .The question is how to
harness it.

Gaz: Where does t

he NDP go
from here?

Mc : In [our] parliamentary
activity we will vigorously,
passionately, conscientiously
defend the issues that we set out
in the election. On the extra
parliamentary [side] we will be
[doing] two things. One is an
engaging major rethink of the
future of the party and the future
of the left in Canada and how we
can be strengthened by that. And
the other extra parliamentary
activity is to continue to work
with progressive groups,
progressive organizations and
progressive forces to try and bring
pressure to bear on the Liberals to
keep the small number of
progressive promises they made
and try to strengthen the pressure
on them to push forward with
progressive polices.
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Jan 18 - 25

At the Borders of
International Law: A Panel
Session on Refugee Issues will
be held Jan.18 from 7-9:30
p.m. in room 105 of the Weldon
Law Building.

Evolution of the German
Romantic Organ will be held on
Feb.4 at 3 p.m. at St.Mathew’s
United Church.

Help Line is now looking
for energetic individuals to
volunteer on the Board of
Directors or to lend assistance
with strategic initiatives. No
ex{)erience required. For more
information call 422-2048.

Award winning poet
Jeanette Lynes will be holding a

public reading on Jan.25 at
7:30 p.m. on the 5th floor of the
Killam Library. Call 494-3615

for more information.

The Dialogues of the
Carmelites will be put on by the
Dalhousie Music Department on
Feb.1, 2, 3. All per&rmonces
take place at 8 p.m. in the Sir
James Dunn Theatre of the
Dalhousie Arts Centre. For more
information call 494-2418.

A Faculty Potpourri will
be held on Jan.28 at 8 p.m. in
the Sir James Dunn Theatre at
the Dalhousie Arts Centre. For
more information call 494-

2418.

Save a whale, and have a
beer at the same time. Come to
the T-Room at DalTech, to have a
beer and support Right whale
research.

i International
Language
Institute

® a monthly salary of Cdn$2300.
® return airfare from Halifax
® placement accommodation

have exemplary English language skills,
and have a university degree or two-year

The CELTC training fee is $600

www.ili-halifax.com/celtc

Teach English Abroad!

ILI invites applications for places in a new program leading to the ILI Certificate
in English Language Teaching to Children (CELTC). Following a four-week,
intensive program, trainees complete an internship in an ILl-associated school
in Korea. Under a one-year contract, teaching interns receive

Applicants must love to work with children,

college diploma.New courses every month.

A\ 5151 Terminal Rd, 8F, Halifax B3J 1A1 Fax 429-2900 E-mail: study@ili-halifax.com

N

® contract completion bonus
® contract renewal option
® renewal increase of $300/month

For details and an applcation call

429-3636

Classifieds

Small Furnished Bachelor
Apt. Henry St. Near Dal Law
school. Utilities included $338
per month 425-5843

TRAVEL — teach English: 5
day/40 hr. in class. TESOL
teacher cert. course (or by
correspondence). 1,000's of
jobs available NOW. FREE info
pack, toll free 1-888-270-2941

Are you connected?
Internet users wanted! $25
— $75/hour

www.showmethebucks.net

JOIN OUR TEAM & Make
a Difference in a Child’s Life. 5

great children summer camps in

NY, ME, PA, and WV seek

Calnen
Photography
Official Grad

photographer for
Dalhousie.

29 Years in business.
Located just off Spring
garden Road.

423-8840

Counselors: Ct

iewelry, wood, photo), dance, my

\} it
Y. WHUT

Service Workers: kilchen, laundry, housekeeping, maintenance

Summer Camp Jobs in the U.S.A.

Lakeside Residential Girls Camp in Maine—Visas Arranged

fo websie: http:/Thomepage.mac.com/kippewaforgirls/

s are available on our website: www.kippewa.com or contact us

atihe numbers lisied below for a staff brochure and appiication.

Kippewa, Box 340, Westwood, Massachusetts, 02090-0340, U.S.A.
e-mail: kippewa@tiac.net | tel: 781-762-8291 | fax: 781-255-7167

Shuttle Service
Markland Tours

Fully Insured,
Government Inspected,
Full- Size Vans

HFX/SYDNEY $40
HFX /Moncton Airport $40
HFX/YARMOUTH $40

499-2939

General Counselors & Grou
Leaders, plus Activity specioﬁsfs
who can teach/coach: tennis,
swimming, water-skiing, soi|ing,
caving, mountain biking,
canoeing, windsurfing,
woodworking, theatre, arts,
photography, video, website
design, fitness, golf, gymnastics,
dance, volleyball, basketball,
roller-hockey, lacrosse, baseball,
and soccer. Nurses and kitchen
and operation staff also needed.
June 16-Aug. 16. Benefits
include training, room and
board, laundry, and travel
stipend. Apply on-line at
www.horizoncamps.com, or call

1(800) 544-5448.

o N
The DAWGFATHER

You are invited for fine dining at
Tha Dawg Shop

5

Shared Accommodations
Wanted: Female n/s to rent 1
rm in 3 — br apt. Clean, quiet,
in South end Halifax, near Dal
and SMU. Call 425-2547

GUITAR KEVIN from N.B.,
met Nov. 16, #20 bus. you
dropped your squash, and i dig
your |'oie de vive.
squirrelboit88@hotmail com

Gazette
classified ads

494 6532

Veggie
Dawgs

Wonderful Wednesdays!
Hot Dawg + pop

-4 2.00

(most on the
continent!)

thadawgfatherphd.com

Located in front
of the SUB

Ask the Dawgfather,
Which

memory bank
is as ol

as humankind?

BAVER'S LAKE
BUSINESS PARK

PROVINCIAL
SHUTTLE
Halifax/Amherst/Moncton

® Door to Door

® Every 1 0th ride free

* Base Rates Students:
One Way
Moncton $42
Amhers- $38

e Discounts
on return
fares

800-427-3002
Hfx./Dart. : 829-3452
www.provincialshuttle.com

DALHOUSIE
) University

STUDENT EMPLOYMENT

NEWS

WAL-MART CANADA

6alhousie’s Student Employment Centre is your one-stop\

student employment location. Offering on- and off-campus employ-
ment opportunities as well as permanent placements, summer and part-
time. SEC services are available to Dalhousie, DalTech and angsth
students as well as recent Dalhousie graduates. Visitus on the 4
floor of the SUB, 9 am to 4:30 pm, Monday to Friday, or on our
web site www.dal.ca/sec. The Dalhousie Tutoring Service and
Dalhousie Student Volunteer Bureau are also services of the Stu-

dent Employment Centre and are located next to the Centre in the
QIB. Visit your Student Employment Centre today !

/NEW SERVICE FOR GRADUATE STUDENTS!\

The Student Employment Centre, through Dalhousie Career Portfolio
Project, is introducing a new service for graduate students. Graduate
Student Employment Services (GSES) is being developed to deliver
comprehensive career development and employment services to graduate
students. GSES is now in the developmental stage and your input is
important as the service evolves in response to student and

494-2688, E-mail: guenta.tynes@dal.ca, SUB 4th Floor

anloyer needs. Contact the GSES Coordinator, Quenta Tynes
4

.

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE IN DATES FROM PREVIOUS
POSTING
Presentation: “Launch Your Career Succe ;sfully”
Wednesday, February 07, 2001 - Room 307, SUB
Time: 4:00 - 5:00 pm. (Interviews: Feb 8)
\ (See job posting for further details. Must sign up to attend) /

i NORTEL NETWORKS

Information Session: January 24, 2001, Room 307, SUB, 5:00 -
7:00 pm. Those students who will be graduating (or have recently
graduated) from Engineering, Computer Science, Math, Physics are

\

encouraged to attend. (See job posting for descriptions)

Camp Winadu and Camp Danbee, Camps located in Western Mass.
USA, will be on campus on January 31, 2001 for a drop in Information Session.
Camp Winadu - Room 307, 11:00 - 3:30 pm, SUB
Camp Danbee - Room 316, 11:00 - 3:30 pm, SUB
Looking for students with skills in all land and water sports, art, photography,
computers, nature. Also openings for office and clerical work. (See job posting

on Student Employment Centre website for more details)




 EDITORIAL

Mary Jane’s
bad name

I have noticed a resurgence in televised efforts aimed at
strengthening the “war on drugs,” aimed at the minds of people
{ unfortunate enough to have no other source of information on the
topic besides what they see and hear on television. I recently saw a
“commercial” on the fox network that was rather shocking. Some
' semi-famous elderly man, I think he played Archie Bunker, spoke
about the timely end of his son. He said that his son began smoking
marijuana. After picking up the habit, “Mr. Bunker” reported that his
son-“lost his capacity to love his family”, shortly followed by
“insane” hallucinations and finally a successful suicide. The
commercial ended with a message for parents to not allow their
children to do drugs, indirectly blaming drugs for “Mr. Bunker's”
son’s problems.

First of all, what are drugs?
} People commonly toss around the
phrase “drugs and alcohol”
reflecting our legal system’s
perspective on mind altering
substances. It is quite inaccurate
in this context to use the general
term drugs. to refer to a wide range
of substances. The word “drug,” in
a more accurate sense, suggests
any substance that has an effect
on your body. This means that
everything from caffeine to crack
; can rightfully be called a drug. Obviously, different substances have
i

o L AR B

different effects on the body, some beneficial some deadly. In order
to adequately deal with or at least discuss the issue, one needs to
have accurate information regarding the issue at hand.

The most commonly pursued lines of reason in anti-drug
propaganda are three. The first is that marijuana = crack = heroin =
(insert any banned substance here) but not alcohol. The second is
that marijuana is addictive. The third that marijuana is a gateway
drug, meaning that if you smoke it you will inevitably move on to
harder drugs down the road.

ALl drugs are not created equal. Marijuana, crack, heroin,
«alcohol and caffeine all have very different effects on the body.
Smoking a marijuana cigarette delivers about six times the tar and
other toxic chemicals as does a tobacco cigarette, however does not
contain any physically addictive chemicals like nicotine. Marijuana
does contain various substances, THC
among suspected others, which are
mostly responsible for the “high” and
which are eliminated from the body
in a matter of days. Alcohol on the
other hand has quite different
effects. Being a toxin that surpresses
the functioning of the central
nervous system, alcohol destroys
brain cells and strains the liver in the
elimination process. Without going
into a detailed description of the
physiological effects of every “drug”
it is adequate to say that different

substances have quite different effects.
r Marijuana is not addictive. Marijuana does not produces
withdraw symptoms when a frequent user abstains. Smoking
marijuana can be viewed as more of a pass time than an addiction
with social influences being a stronger motive for its use than
physical requirements. Read the research, ask a professor, there is
little to no evidence that this herb is addictive.

As for whether or not marijuana is a gateway drug I believe
this 1s another matter that rests on the definition of gateway drug.
If people who smoke pot decide also to smoke crack, eat magic
mushrooms or drink coffee, their decision could be based on many
factors. A lot of alcoholics smoke cigarettes, under the rationale that
pot leads to harder substance use it is also equally feasible to say
that cigarette smoking is a gateway to alcoholism. This is an
unreasonable assumption. Again, read the research, ask a professor.
Studies indicate that someone who smokes pot is not more likely to
use harder substances because of their smoking habit.

L I feel bad for “Mr. Bunker's” son. He had some problems,

| obviously. But was it marijuana that made him lose his capacity to

i love his family? To suffer insane hallucinations and eventually shoot
himself? Doubtful. Research and plain reason point my opinion to
other causes for this travesty. Maybe he had a poor family life?
Maybe “Mr. Bunker” was a poor father who is looking for a
scapegoat. It is scary to think that a lot of people have neither the
time nor the inclination to double check what the television tells
them and will most likely accept Mr. Bunkers twisted views. What is
more scary is to think that government organizations are spending
lots of money to produce anti-drug commercials, pushing propaganda
on the malleable minds of primetime TV watchers. Propaganda that
is based on nothing more than misinformation. I can only hope that
the general population has come far enough over the past thirty
years to see through such blatant lies. For those interested in
formulating their own opinion I suggest you start in the library, or
check out www.drugsence.org.

e e T  ——  —

Jeremy Sears
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COMMENTARY
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Beginning with this issue,
The Gazette will feature a
commentary page. This week’s
is on page 16.
e

Meeting every Monday at 4:30
room 312 SUB.
Call 494 2507 for info.
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Halifax off-season

To the Editor,

The following is an account
of an off-season visit to the
Halifax area by a friend of mine.

Unlike most travelers, I actually
prefer to visit places that are
frequent tourist destinations
during the off-season. Not only
can some good deals be had, but
the off-season traveller gets to
see a site as it really is for most
of the year, before the fresh paint
is applied, the brass is polished,
and the locals are geared up for
the inrush. The people that you
meet and talk with are genuine
and typically more relaxed and
open to conversing with outsiders
than they may be once the tide of
tourists flows in. To be sure, you
may not have access to all of the
gift shops and guided tours, but
to me that’s not necessarily a bad
thing.

To be honest, if I had not met
a fine lady from Nova Scotia on
the beach at Indian Rocks,
Florida, near my home, I would
have had no reason to consider
visiting Halifax at all, much less
in late December. However, aside
from the wonderful time I spent
with Christine, I was also thrilled
with the human history and
natural beauty that is Nova
Scotia. Since I was only in town
over the New Year's weekend, I
was able to taste just a small
portion of this maritime province
on the eastern coast of Canada,
but the sites that Christine shared
with me were awesome.

A visit to downtown Halifax
brings back memories of some of

It doesn t get much more ludicrous
than this. I mean, in a world ithat

the streets of downtown Boston,
but without the gridlock! Traffic
may be worse in the summer, but
that’s one more reason to go “off-
season.” Maybe it's the proximity
to the harbour, but I did get that
feel of an old “Yankee” city. I
suspect that during the summer
months, like Boston the streets
may be home to vendors selling
their usual street-side wares. But
during the winter most of the
people you see are of local decent
and the flow of the city is laid
back.

We visited the Maritime
Museum of the Atlantic and it was
there that I learned of the
Haligonian’s, a resident of Halifax,
connections with their seafaring
past. The wreck of the Titanic has
sad ties to Halifax. The residents
here had the thankless task of
scouring the ocean for victim's
bodies and returning them to
shore. Scores of victims who could
not be returned to their home are
buried in Halifax, including a
memorial to the “Unknown Child”,
a poor young victim whose
identity was never verified. At the
museum I also learned of the
tragic explosion on Dec. 6, 1917
when a World War I munitions
ship was struck by a reighter in
the harbor. The ensuing blast and
conflagration levelled a large
portion of the city and the loss of
life was indeed tragic. Of course
the museum is not all about
tragedy. There one can learn
about the days of sailing vessels
and of steam. The Canadian Navy
and its contribution to the two
World Wars is well represented.
Fine specimens of pleasure craft

But it isn’t that bleak. Use it
all to your advantage, understand

and learning exhibits for the
children are also included there.
It was a joy to go outside to the
children’s play area and climb
aboard the wooden ship and have
the child “crew” turn their
imaginary vessel into the wind. To
be young!

After a wonderful lunch at
McKelvie’s, a popular venue where
the seafood chowder and the
squash soup were top notch, we
visited Point Pleasant Park, on
the far southern tip of the city.
The park is presently in the midst
of selective logging that the
government has determined is
needed to eradicate a certain
boring beetle. Since Christine is
an environmental scientist by
profession, she is truly dismayed
by the lack of data collected prior
to the decision to log. But one
hopes that the natural beauty of
this historic park, with its old
citadel will not be terribly harmed
by the logging and the people of
Halifax will continue to enjoy this
treasure forever.

A better choice for those
who wish to commune with
nature would be a visit to
Hemlock Ravine Park. Prince
Edward, Duke of Kent,
commander-in-chief the British
forces in the Maritimes from 1794
to 1800, built this park for his
mistress, Julie St. Laurent in the
early 19th century. There you can
see the heart shaped Julie's pond
that is a lasting monument to
Edward’s love. The park is
traversed by many winding trails
and the walk through the old
growth hemlocks (including a rare
virgin stand) on the snow-covered
trails was a real treat for this
inhabitant of the Sunshine State.
It is said that if you fly over the
park, the pathways spell out

is responsible for things like David
Hasselhoff, crack and Temptation
Island, how can we feel justified
paying intense amounts of coin for
an education, that, for all
intensive purposes, is of little
value other than as a certification
of yuppiehood. It seems like our
time would be better spent xrunning
through the woods, breeding
indiscriminately until ouxr species
is replaced by one that is Iaxr more
efficient.

Well, it isn't that bad,
considering that educational
facilities (not Dbal) churn out
intelligent and productive members
of society. But still, the urge to
do things that are not congruent
with logic still hits me on a daily
basis. This is not the way people
were meant to live. Raised by toys
and televisiony socially frained by
kids who would chastize someone if
their shoes were the wrong shade of
red, ‘educated’ by morons in a
system that contradicts logic, and
when it is all said and done, you
take the secure employment, and do
the same thing five out of seven
days a week for the rest of your
life so that you can restart the
pattern.

and pay your dues to the system so
you don’t live trapped in it for the
rest of your life. Take the punches
now so that in 20 years, you can
live the life you want. Work your
own hours when you want, travel when
you want, use the insight you
received from the mistakes you and
others have made to better the
chances for your kids.

Essentially, now is the time.
People look tforward to graduating,
so they can, quite often, take a
year and travel, then get a job.
Once you have {o worry about bills,
paying off your siudent loan, and
other elements of secuxrity, dou'l;
be less inclined to use your ifreedom
to do what you wani. The university
years are the window of oppoxrtunity,
the chance for you fo prepare to
emexge from univexrsity completely
free from all considerations except
your own desires or ambitions.

If you'd rather just opt for the
job security, and leave living to
the various characters on
television, than I don't feel bad
for you at all. Aiter all, :
Temptation Island does look like a
great show.

Patrick Blackie
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Julie’s name. I dont know if
that’s true but I can say is that
the romance of this forest is alive
and a late afternoon stroll with a
loved one will add fuel to any
heart’s fire. Prince Edward knew a
thing or two about romance!

The following day Christine
and I travelled up the coast to
the picturesque village, Peggy’s
Cove. Driving along the coastline,
one passes many other small
villages that are havens for the
summer tourist. During that
season sailing and sunning are
the norm. But the summer tourist
will not enjoy the site of ice flows
or snow on the trees and the
forest floors. The low light of the
winter sun also paints a panorama
that a summer sun worshiper will
not share.

At Peggy's Cove the North
Atlantic crashes into the continent
with a power that inspires. The
eons of wave action have
smoothed the rocky coast as
sandpaper smoothes softwood. The
lighthouse at Peggy’s Cove is
ubiquitous with Nova Scotia. It is
seen everywhere, from calendars to
post cards and even on the
Centennial quarter for Nova Scotia.
The present minting of U.S. state
quarters was preceded by Canada’s
minting of province quarters by
seven years, but a good idea is a
good idea! On this last day of
2000, the wind was blowing off of
the water with a vengeance, but
that only added to the experience.
To be sure, this was not a day for
the faint of heart but the
constantly blowing wind brought
continual changes in the weather
(from sunshine to sleet, to snow
and back) that only served to
remind one of the incredible
powers of the seas. Directly
adjacent to the lighthouse is the
Sou’ Western restaurant and gift
shop. This is a good place to step

inside and warm one’s self over a
hot cup of coffee. Of course, you
can also pick up some nice
presents for the folk back home.
All along this coastline, the
land has a somewhat lunar feel.
The constant wind and weather
stunts the vegetation and the
lichen blanketed boulders left
behind by ancient glaciers are
placed about as a child might
throw her blocks. Christine and her
family have a particular favorite
rock on top of a certain hill that
they have coined the “Flying
Rock”. She tells me that if you face
into the wind, hold your jacket
open, and jump up, your jacket
will act as a parachute of sorts and
momentarily you will feel the
flight of weightless. On this
particular day, this southerner was
not prepared to open his coat to
the roaring wind, but the visions
of the day had me flying all the
same.
A New Year’s Eve celebration
with family and friends was the
perfect ending to my weekend
experience. Since Nova Scotia is in
the Atlantic Time zone, they
welcome the New Year an hour
before the ball drops in Time's
Square. I was happy to see in 2001
but wished that it had been
delayed so that I might have had
more time with these friends. I
had heard that the people of Nova
Scotia are a generous and friendly
lot and my visit with these
wonderful giving people only
confirmed that. The weather is,
after all just the weather, but
people can make a place either
cold or warm. It is with that
thought in mind that I would tell
all of my friends of the south that
Halifax, Nova Scotia is truly a
warm city, regardless of the time
of year or the temperature!

Mr. Alan D. Felts
Largo, Flonda

Have an opinion?

Got something to say!

Tell somebody th cares.

Send email to: gazette@is2.dal.ca subject heading set to
“FEEDBACK,” or swing by the Gazette office before Monday
at 6pm to get in the next issue, room 312 SUB. 700 word
limit, may be edited for clarity and length.
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LIFESTYLES

Raising kids
on second-
hand smoke

by johneen manning :
the gazette

In a move to cut smoking-
related ilness, both now and in the
future, Noca Scotia doctors will focus
their non-smoking campaign on youth
during this year's National Non-
Smoking Week, which runs Jan. 14 to
20.

The Medical Society of Nova
Scotia is a professional association
representing all physicians in the

of medical care for Nova Scotians. This
is achieved through negotiations on
behalf of physicians with government,
public education, development of
health care policies, peer review and
medical education.

A new information piece from
the Medical Society of Nova Scotia
“How to Talk with Your Children About
Smoking” provides tips on how
parents can begin the conversation
about choosing not to smoke.

Parents must remember they

have the responsibility to be a role
model for their children, and that
actions speak louder than words. If

provice. The Society works in
partnerships with other health care
organizations to enhance the quality

Oyster Sake Shooter
Suiclik It BBack RRaaww

by johneen manning
the gazette

Try these Oyster Sake Shooters for an interesting and
exofic alcoholic drink. Presenting these drinks in a sherry ~ /
glass is a more elegant option than a regular shot glass; it is |
also easier o fit all the ingredients in a sherry glass. |
However, if you don't have the more elegant, stemmed
glasses traditional shot giasses are fine.

These shooters are the perfect accompaniment for a sushi spread,
although probably not ideal for those with squeamish stomachs.

19 chp

1/2 English cucumber, peeled and julienned

1/4 cup butter

1 dozen Kumamoto oysters, shucked, save liquor in the shell

12 tablespoons top quality chilled sake or Citron Absolute Vodka
red garlic-chili hot sauce

1 lemon, zested

Met butter in a small skillet over medium high heat; add julienned cucumber

Top with oyster and its liquor-Top that with a dollop of hot sauce, 1 tablespoon
of chilled sake or vodka, and garnish with lemon zest.

Serve on a bed of crushed ice. For best results, make sure that you serve the
shooters immediately after adding the sake or vodka — the alcohol can cause the
oyster meat to cook and become rubbery.

until coated with butter and softened. Fill each shot glass with1/2 tablespoon cucumber.

Entertainment

Open Mic with Daryl Parsons
Every Monday

Ryan Evans & Special Guests
Every Tuesday

Great Balancing Act
Friday Jan 19

Corner of Spring Garden & Queen

Open mic with
Daryl Parsons
Every Sunday

ROOST.
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Both locations at Spring Garden & Queen

"COME FOR THE BEER,
STAY FOR THE FOOD."
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you are a smoking parent and demand
that your children make the choice to
stay smoke-free, chances are lifestyle
they will follow will be the one you
send everytime you light up.

There are currently more than
16,000 underage smokers in Nova
Scotia. Keep in mind that the total
population of this province is less
than one million — that rate signals
a tragedy for the health of Nova
Scotia’s youth and those exposed to
second-hand smoke.

Smoking parents may be offing
their children more than they intend.
Health Canada states that two-thirds
of the smoke from a cigarette is not
inhaled by the smoker; it enters the
surrounding air, carrying with it the
4,000 different chemicals that
scientists have so far identified in
tobacco smoke. More than 50 of
these chemicals are known
carcinogens. Also, children breathe
faster than do adults — they inhale
more air, and more pollutants relative
to their body weight. Their lungs are
still growing and developing, and
very young children spend a great
deal of time indoors. Health Canada
states these factors make children
especially vulnerable to the effects of
environmental tobacco smoke.

According to Health Canada
statistics, some of the hazardous
‘gifts’ smoking parents have to offer
their children as a result of second-
hand smoke may include impaired
lung function; eye, nose and throat
irritation; a greater likelihood of
respiratory illness, including asthma,
pneumonia and bronchitis; up to
three times the normal risk of heart
disease; up to three-and-a-half times
the normal risk of chronic middle ear
infection; and increased misery from
asthma, allergies and other pre-
existing conditions. Other lethal risks
of smoking and passive smoking may
include cancer of the lungs, sinuses,
brain, breast, uterurine cervix and
thyroid, leukaemia, and lymphoma.

“Eighty-five percent of smokers
in Nova Scotia started before they
were 16. If, however, you don't start
smoking before the age of 18, you're
not likely to smoke at all,” advises Dr.
Louise Cloutier, the Medical Society
President. “One of the single most
important steps we can take to
improve our health, both on an
individual basis, and for the entire
population, is to stop smoking. It's
obvious that preventing our children
from smoking will go a long way
towards a healthier future.”

The doctors of Nova Scotia have
pledged to carry on the momentum of
last year's Millenium Project on
smoking cessatiom by counselling
patients and offering resources to
anyone who wants to think about
quitting smoking.

“If you smoke, or if you are
concerned about your children
smoking, the Medical Society of Nova
Scotia encourages you to take the
first step and talk to your doctor
about your smoking this week during
National Non-Smoking Week, and
throughout the year,” adds Dr.
Cloutier.

This week especially, a visit to
your doctor will most likely include a
question as to whether or not you
smoke. If you are a smoker, your
doctor will briefly invite you to
discuss your smoking and potential
for quitting.

Recent studies conducted by
Health Candada demonstrate that the
benefits of quitting smoking are
immediate. The minute you stop
smoking your body begins cleansing
itself of tobacco toxins. Their
research revealed that as soon as two

hours after you stop smoking, the
concentration of nicotine in your
blood can drop by half. For ex-
smokers, much of the damage done by
smoking is reversed by the body's
natural tendency toward health. Health
(Canada insists that the benefits of
quitting apply to all smokers, young
and old, men and women, as well as
to those who are still healthy and
those who already suffer from
smoking-related illness.

Anyone considering quitting can

ask their doctor for a guide called
Understanding Your Smoking Better,
or access it on the Medical Society of
Nova Scotia’s web site at
www.doctorsNS.com.

“We in Nova Scotia have the
dubious fame of having the higest
rates smoking in Canada at 30
percent. Cape Breton is notably higher
at 33 percent of the population,” Dr.
Cloutier says. “We owe it to our youth,
and to everyone, to protect them from
the dangers of smoking.”

e e e e e — — — —
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advice from someone
completely unqualified
by vanessa owen

Dear Vanessa,

My boyfriend, let's call him “Hal,” and | have been seeing each other for not
quite two months, but we are really in love. One of his best friends, let us call him
“Andy” confides in Hal all the time and asks him not to tell anyone. So Hal doesn't tell
me these things, even if they affect me/us, such as the fact that | didn't find out unfil
after he asked her out that Andy is interested in my best friend. I'm not falking about
deep dark secrets here, and | think Hal knows he can frust me, but it's important fo me
to have no secrets in a relationship. Hal thinks this is unreasonable, and | resent that |
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Trustworthy
Dear Trustworthy,
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This reminds me of a Seinfeld episode. Jerry was he: ‘tant fo tell George anything I

because he was in a relationship with Susan. Jerry knew that George would end up

telling everything to Susan who would in furn fell all of her friends. George denied that |

he would reveal anything fo Susan, but of course he ended up blabbing all to his GF and I

she (being the stereotypical female) told all of her friends. Hence, George and in effect |

Susan, was cut out of the loop. |

V'm sure you are “trustworthy,” but your demand strikes me s premature at |

least. Even at the ripe old age of two months, your relationship will be new enough to |
warrant Hal's keeping his best friend's confidences from you. In fact, | must applaud Hal

for his ability to keep his mouth shut. What Hals bestfriend says to him in confidence |

should remain that way. Even if the confidence is in your opinion not a “deep dark I

secret”. By the way, it should be mentioned that the same goes for you. |

a5 |

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

Dear Vanessa,

Five years ago, | went to visit my first cousin who lives in another province. |
thought I'd have a hot affair while | was there, and | did...with my cousin! | visited him
again the next year and the next. We keep arranging these times to be together. But
now he's moving even farther away, and | think | love him. How can | let him know?

Forbidden Love
Dear FL,

; There are s0 many reasons why this union is not a match made in heaven. For
instance: the genefic implications if your union were to produce offspring, the social
stigma of dating a close relative, and more importantly | have seen this story line end up

badly on more than one soap opera and after-school special. Stop having sex with your
cousin and move on o different DNA.

Dear Vanessa,

My boyfriend is cheap. Whenever we go out, he makes me pay my own way, and |
hg even asks me fo pay the tip when we go out fo eat. | wouldn’t mind this except he's @ I
highly paid lawyer and I'm a not-so-highly-paid receptionist. | don't want to sound like o |
gold digger, but | end up spending more than | can afford when we go out fogether. How |
do | et him know that | can't keep up with him financially?

No Precious Metal Excavator

I
I
|
Dear N.PM.E, |
I
|
|
I

SImpIe: When you go out with him, leave your wallet at home. He'll clue in
pretty quick.

Send your questions to: vanessascloset@Xweb1.com




STREETER

Streeter asks: do you think it's fair that the HRM is going to start enforcing laws fining
people for putting up posters on walls and telephone poles?

want fo express.

)
> &f}r , WA /
¥ Z £ SR
It's messed — | Actually I've been | think they should Why not? | disagree, | think They're going to |
think people should be Halifax for only one and o allow it to some extent in people should be allowed to start fining people? | don't 1
allowed to put up what they half years but | think it's certain areas, but to Andy advertise for their social have a problem with people ‘{
3

not only for Halifax but for
any city, it's a bad thing.

absolutely forbid it is @
bit exireme.

Computer Science 2

and cultural events.

putting up posters.
Depending on where, but |

Jeff Alexis Cormier Joe don't see any problem with
Marine bio — 2nd Morqd Engineering Tst SUB Food Service if.
English Director, Compass Canada

Leanne Surret
Travel Agent,
Travel cuts

Must have been a good one.

Somet‘huiﬁg to do on thepier with your pole, umm.

Helping save lives

Captain Bruno Castonguay coordinates air rescue for the Canadian
Forces. He and his colleagues and partners help Canadians in danger.
They respond around the clock to emergencies on land or at sea and
help save lives. This is just one of the hundreds of services provided
by the Government of Canada.

For more information on government services:

* Visit the Service Canada Access Centre nearest you

e Visit www.canada.gc.ca ‘

»(Call 1 800 O-Canada (1 800 622-6232
TTY/TDD: 1 800 465-7735

Canada




ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
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pretentious art hippo. This is not
existentialism; this is not complex.
It is merely the dilemma of the
non-artist.

The facts on Ben Skinner,
NSCAD graduate, Loomis and Toles
employee, and visionary artist:

If you give him a pen, he will
give you a pen. He has a Virgin
Mary nightlight. He does not know
anyone who uses an electric
toothbrush. His favorite zoo exhibit
is the walrus cage because he
enjoys their shape and skin. He has
never been alone on New Year's Eve.
He paints like a genius. And as his
frame disappears into the mist of
Argyle Street, I feel as if I did not
ask any of the right questions.

Growing up in Petrolia,

by lauren krishner

the gazette

Art, notably that of the
modern sort, is easy to brush under
a carpet labeled “esoteric.” With
ink-stained fingers, society
mumbles through the daily papers
reading of murder and brutality and
the thought crosses one’s mind —
is there even room for abstract art
in this dystopia?

A cursory glance at art history
reveals that art of any given era
was indicative of the state of
culture at the time. The art of the
ancient Egyptians was concerned
with symmetry and the formation of
fundamental laws of structure. The

decadence of the Renaissance is Ontario, the
reflected in the shocking frescoes  birthplace of
depicting ethereal goddesses and asphalt,
cherubic men fueled on wine and Skinny was
machismo. Later, the Impressionists privy to an

sought out beauty in nature — a
return essentially to the roots of
civilization. As palates and minds
rounded the Twentieth Century,
focus was shifted onto perception.
No longer were things painted after
perception, but rather the opposite
way around — Picasso said this of
modern art: “I paint objects as I
think them, not as I see them.”
Art is fundamentally in the

endless supply
of paper. His
parents owned
a printing
business and
from the age
of five, Ben
knew that he
wanted to be
an artist. But
between that

seeing and not the telling. To write age of
about art is like making love to innocence,
bones instead of flesh. And it's and his

embarrassing, too.
To speak of embarrassments,
notdot 00

e Thn e S

abstract artist, dark and hunched at
a table at The Economy Shoe Shop.
He 1s nursing a Coke with lime. I
order the same. We exchange
pleasantries. I imagine a blatant
sign on my forehead that reads, “I
know nothing about art; I am a
boor.”

There is an element of care
given to interviewing any sort of
artist. And in this case, a variable
that makes it all the more difficult
is the fact that Skinner's pain