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People are getting sick

photos by Jenn Bethune

BY ERIC MARTYN

Students and faculty from
Sacred Heart School of Halifax or-
ganized a rally on Monday to pro-
test the cosmetic use of pesticides
within Halifax Regional Municipal-
ity (HRM).

Despite the forecasted freez-
ing rain and wind, approximately 60
people marched from the Spring

Sleight of mind. See story on page 17.

Sacred Heart protest pesticides

Garden Rd. School to City Hall
showing their support by carrying
place cards, chanting and listening
to speakers.

Linda Davis, a teacher at Sa-
cred Heart School, said the focus of
the rally “is to encourage city coun-
cil to come up with some strong leg-
islation regarding the cosmetic use
of pesticides for this spring.”

The school has been active for
the past two years trying to curb the
cosmetic use of pesticides within
HRM.

“By bringing speakers in [to
the school] there has been some
learning. We’ve gone out to IGA to
raise awareness. We’ve brought
councillors into our school to
present petitions to express to them

our concern and hope for a bylaw”
said Davis.

Davis noted that there has
been no action by HRM on this is-
sue, despite the pressure of ap-
proaching springtime use of pesti-
cides.

Students from Sacred Heart
were joined in protest by members
from a local citizens group Real

Alternatives to Toxins in the Envi-
ronment (RATE). Others included
Elizabeth May from Sierra Club of
Canada, Sean Betts from Canadian
Union of Postal Workers, and the
Raging Grannies who all showed
their particular brand of support by
singing protest songs.

continued on page 3

What is that smell?

Cleanspirit in the HRM

BY MIKE PALMER

~ Itis arunning joke in Halifax
that everything we put down our
drains simply gets dumped into the
harbour. Unfortunately, except for
two small-scale sewage plants, this
is absolutely true. Everyday astro-
nomical amounts of untreated storm
and sewage water are being dis-
charged into the harbour and North-
West arm, through 40 untreated
outfalls, prohibiting Homo Sapiens,
amphibious and mammalian resi-
dents of Halifax from enjoying the
waterfront area.

The harbour area is littered
with visible debris and a nasty
stench. But these cosmetic deficien-
cies are superficial compared with
environmental and health concerns.
Recent water samples show an
overly high fecal matter and bacte-
ria count. When will this fiasco end?
It may be closer than you think.

ity, with only the design and con-
struction conducted by private in-
terests. In the spring and fall of
2000, sites for the four new plants
will be researched with community
input. The proposed sites are as fol-
lows, in order of date of construc-
tion. The first plant would be built
in North Halifax near the
Cornwallis/Lower Water Street in-
tersection. The second plant would
be located on the Dartmouth side.
The third plant would be located in
the Herring cove area and would
service the Spryfield/Herring Cove
region. The fourth and final plant
would be constructed in South Hali-
fax somewhere in the area of the
Ocean Terminals.

The four proposed plants will
initially be built as advanced pri-
mary treatment plants, but will have
leeway for the incorporation of sec-
ondary and tertiary treatment facili-
ties. Advanced primary treatment

- Brent McCombs of the Hali-
£ fax Harbour Solutions Project, a
"E subsidiary of the Halifax Regional
£ Municipality recently spoke to

means that the plant will mechani-
cally filter the sewage before it
passes through a series of
flocculation and disinfecting proc-

Dal charity drive

BY RACHELLE DUMAS

A third year neuroscience stu-
dent at Dalhousie is playing an ac-
tive role in a nation-wide campaign
dedicated to giving used sports
equipment to children in the North
West Territories.

Sarah Giles, a Dalhousie stu-
dent, and her two sisters formed
Sporting Partnership of Universities
and Northern = Communities
(SPUNC) in the fall of 1999 after

spending the previous summer in
the Northwest Territories working
in Waterfront Supervision jobs.

SPUNC is a small nonprofit
organization which twins towns in
the North with Southern Canadian
universities.

In connection with Sport
North and Sport Nunavut they con-
duct needs assessments on towns
and match them with a university
depending on the need and geo-

continsed on page 4

members of the Sierra Youth Coali-
tion on the subject of the cleanup.
Mr. McCombs informed us that the
project to clean up the harbour is
well under way. The municipality
has stated that they are fully com-
mitted to putting the plan in place
and following through with it. When
asked about the time line for the
project, McCombs stated that it will
be phased in over a maximum of ten
years, with construction beginning
in 2001.

As of the present time the
municipality has opened itself up to
offers from the private sector for the
contract to build the plants.
McCombs ensured us that the plants
will be operated by the municipal-

esses.

According to McCombs, the
municipalities’ goal for the project
at the end of the pipe is to have peo-
ple swimming in the NorthWest
Arm and Bedford Basin, eating
shellfish from the outer harbour and
boating in the Narrow and Inner
Harbour.

The entire project is estimated
to have a cost of $315 million. The
Halifax Regional Municipality
(HRM) has stated, according to
McCombs, that they are prepared to
cover two-thirds of the cost. The
remaining one-third is being sought
after from the provincial and fed-
eral governments. McCombs was
confident that the federal govern-

ment would come through, although
he was more skeptical about the aid
from the provincial government.
When asked what would happen if
additional support was not received,
McCombs replied that the project
would continue, but that the imple-
mentation of the project would oc-
cur over a longer period of time.
Throughout the discussion Mr.
McCombs stressed that HRM was
completely committed to the
project, adding that increased finan-
cial support would result in faster
implementation and vice versa. The
municipality will be drawing some
of its funds from a water tax that
has been added to the water bills of
Halifax municipality residents over
the years, as well as from the Pollu-
tion Control Fund, leftover from the
last cleanup attempt. The water tax
comes in majority support from the
community, in which 71 percent of
the residents polled supported the
tax in order to get the harbour
cleaned up.

A few issues surrounding the
cleanup still remain, one being the
cleanup of contaminated sediments.
At the moment there is no plan to
clean up these sediments, mostly in
the direct radius of the outfalls. The
reasoning behind this decision, ac-
cording to McCombs, is the high
cost coupled with the fact that the
consequences of moving the
sediments are not completely under-
stood. Research is currently being
conducted at the Bedford Institute
of Oceanozraphy on this subject.

Another issue is the bilging of
tanks from cruise ships and tankers.
Currently tankers and ships using
the harbour are not prohibited from
bilging their tanks and emptying
their sewage into the harbour.

continued on page 3
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Free tuition in final year a no go — for now

BY LEE PITTS

Speculation that Nova
Scotia’s minister of education
would like to give free tuition for
the final year of post secondary edu-
cation was nothing more than ‘wish-
ful thinking’, according to David
Harrigan, spokesperson from the
department of education.

But, he says, it might be pos-
sible in the future.

In an article in last week’s
Gazette, Mark Galley, Dalhousie

Student Union (DSU) Vice Presi-
dent student advocacy, said he heard
provincial education minister Jane
Purves say she’d like to implement
a program where the final year of
post secondary education would be
free for students, as a way of tack-
ling rising tuition costs.

He heard Purves make the
comment at a meeting for student
leaders in October, nearly a week
after she took over the position.

Purves was commenting on a
Saskatchewan election platform that

promised free tuition for the first
year of university and commented
that the final year would the better
route.

David Harrigan, a spokesper-
son at the department of education,
says there’s no money for such a
program.

“The province has a real bad
budget crunch,” Harrigan said.
“We’ve got a $10 billion debt.”

Susan Clarke from the Nova
Scotia council of higher education
agreed that the comment was only

Cosmetic pesticides protest

continued from page 1

The protesters quieted down
as to Natasha Flynn, a 15 old Sa-
cred Heart student diagnosed with
environmental illness took to the
podium to speak. She compared
herself to the canaries used in coal
mines to test for toxic gasses.

“We react to being exposed to
pesticides and other harmful chemi-
cals by getting sick which tells us
that what makes us sick is not
healthy to be exposed to by anyone,
and in that way we are better off
than those who are not sensitive.”

Of City Hall’s 23 councillors
only Graham Read of Purcell’s
Cove and Sheila Fougere were
present at the rally.

Both councillors supported

the march.

“There is no need for the use
of pesticides just to have a clean
lawn. If you don’t want dandelions,
dig ‘em up, or cut them,” said Read.

After his speech Councillor
Read explained that the presentation
of a staff report from the Pesticide
Bylaw Advisory Committee has
been delayed by three weeks.

Read remains mystified by the
delay.

“I'm disappointed in that de-
lay in getting the report because I was
expecting to get it last week or this
week. I don’t know what’s behind it
whether it’s the communities conned
by the chemical companies, I don’t
know.”

In order to pass a pesticide

Halifax harbour

continued from page 1

McCombs stated that after the plan
is put into place, these practices will
be regulated by law and will be pro-
hibited. The tankers will be required
to connect with the regional system.
According to McCombs, it is futile,
at the moment, to regulate these
tankers and cruise ships. The case
simply would not stand up in court,
as the entire city now uses the har-
bour as its destination for sewage.

All of this makes it seem as if

Halifax is finally getting its act to-
gether. But there is still more that
needs to be done. A large part of the
responsibility now lies with the resi-
dents of Halifax. Even though these
plants appear to be well under way,

they do not remove a lot of the
chemicals that are found in paints
and other household and industrial
chemicals that are often thrown
down the drain. Source, control of
contaminants is one of the major
issues that the HRM still has to face,
as too many people continue to toss
their hazardous materials down the
drain and let them vanish out of
mind. The HRM is planning on in-
troducing new bylaws restricting the
dumping of these chemicals in to
the sewage system. Residents and
industries have to become more
aware of the effects of dumping
toxic chemicals down the drain.
The remedy to this problem
is to encourage the public to first
eliminate unnecessary toxins from

-etons. The signs of action seem to

bylaw, city council must first receive
the staff report.

It is then possible to draft a
proposed bylaw, which is put before
a public hearing. After the public
hearing council would be able vote
on whether to enact the bylaw.

Councillor Read stressed the
importance of letting individual
councillors know your beliefs on this
issue.

“Many of the members of
council are in favour of introducing
a ban. Not all have been convinced
yet so I suggest when you get home
find out who your councillor is and
call them [or] write them and explain
to them that it isn’t just a few whin-
ers and complainers. There are some
people who are very sick now.”

smell

their lifestyles as much as possible.
Natural alternatives to cleaners
should be pursued. When hazardous
materials such as paints and var-
nishes are used in the home, the
waste should be disposed of in the
appropriate manner.

So, Halifax appears to be on
track to shedding some of its skel-

be there from the municipality. It is
now our responsibility as residents
to keep pushing the municipality for
higher standards and faster results.

For more information, current
and past, on the harbour cleanup
you can refer to the HRM website
at www.region.halifax.ns.ca//
harboursol.

-

made in passing.

Galley is disappointed that
the provincial government won’t
put money toward free tuition for
students.

“It’s definitely not something
they could do in the next few years,”
Galley said, “[But] I think it’s some-
thing they’re still thinking about and
[ encourage it.”

He still hopes sometime in
Purves four year term, they’ll im-
plement a program of this nature.

Harrigan also seemed hope-
ful that late in Purves’ term there
may be money for some sort of pro-
gram.

“Any new program would be
on hold for a couple of years,”
Harrigan said. “In future, maybe it’s
possible, but certainly not right
now.”

Galley says that if given the
opportunity he’d like to work with
officials to develop a plan that
would benefit students and make

post secondary education more ac-
cessible.

“If it’s a program the depart-
ment [of education] is... willing to
consider, I’d like to give some stu-
dent input,” he said. I feel it would
be a good program.”

Right now, Galley says, the
Nova Scotia government has a $3.5
million savings from loan remis-
sion, thanks to the Millennium
scholarships.

“So there’s savings and it’s
not known where this is going,”
Galley said.

He’d like to see the money go
back into post secondary education.

But Harrigan says the provin-
cial government is waiting for the
federal budget to come down later
this month before making any con-
crete plans to deal with rising tui-
tion.

“So much hinges on [federal
finance minister Paul] Martin,” he
said.

And hey guess what? No one cared 20
years ago either

Chief Electoral Officer for the DSU remained
disappointed by the lack of turnout for DSU
candidates. There were only three positions which
were being competed for, while a large majority
of positions were either unconfested or completely
vacant. (Empty positions included 5 senate
positions, law reps, two arfs positions, three
science reps, and the commerce reps.

One of the two pairs running for the president-
executive vice president feam was running as a
joke team to protest student apathy at Dal. The
pair said they had no plans of showing up at any
of the all important forums where students could
hear all of the platforms.

No one noticed though because no one else went
either.

Wooh, and here we are 20 years later . . .

~

DSU Elections on the Go

DSU Executive wannabees vied for top
spots as the elections got underway.
Candidates all shared similar platforms
and equally bad haircuts. Crazily enough,
(you can never stop being overwhelmed
when you read back issues of the Gazetfe,
students spoke on student finances and
miscommunication between the DSU and
the lowly student body.

If it's broke, leave it a while longer

History grad students banded together in
solidarity after a fellow grad student
complained that the elevator outside of
the main history building had once again
broken down. The student, who was
confined to a wheelchair said he was
forced to become dependent upon his
fellow students to help him in and out of
the building whenever he wanted to leave
or enter the building.

Top dogs at the history office said they
had contacted the administration on
numerous occasions, administration said
they had contacted physical plant who,
when confacted, said it was up fo
maintenance fo fix the elevator.
Maintenance staff had not been seen since

the December break. )
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Atlantic universities need more
@
government funding: report
BY AMANDA LABONTE ciations is calling for increased gov- “Despite the demands being views concerning the importance of  in education at different levels and

ST. JOHN’S (CUP) — A re-
port released by two Atlantic asso-
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UNIVERSAL

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

5415 Victoria Road, Halifax

ernment funding for the region’s
universities.

The report, called Our Uni-
versities: The Key to Atlantic Cana-
da’s Future, was a joint initiative
between the Association of Atlan-
tic Universities (AAU) and the At-
lantic Provinces Economic Council.

Among other things, the re-
port looks into the economic impact
that students have on the region’s
economy, the relation between a
university education and the unem-
ployment rate, and the growing en-
rolment in Atlantic Canada’s univer-
sities.

The report says universities
are one of Atlantic Canada’s great-
est resources. It cites several ben-
efits to having a university educa-
tion including greater access to full-
time rather than part-time employ-
ment.

The report also says a well-
educated workforce is critical in a
globally competitive environment.

While the necessity for more
people to obtain a higher education
has been growing, the report says

funding from both the provincial
and federal government has not
been increasing with the need.

As g Certified Management Accountant, your sharply honed financial and

placed on our universities, the pub-
lic resources which support them
are increasingly constrained,” said
the report. “There are concerns that
if this persists, the quality and avail-
ability of a university education in
Atlantic Canada may suffer.”

Anne Marie MacKinnon, the
executive director of the AAU, says
the report is meant to give an over-
view of what is happening in the
region.

She says the association
hopes to use the information in the
report to support their case for more
government support for universi-
ties. ]

“It’s a baseline report, a good
background information,” she said.
“There’s nothing terribly new about
it, but it will, I think, be useful to us
when we use it to support our
cause.”

MacKinnon also says the re-
port provides a good look at the
advantages of having a university
education.

Student lobby groups, such as
the Newfoundland and Labrador
Federation of Students (NLFS),
have expressed their interest in the
report, as it supports many of their
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post-secondary education and their
stance against government cut-
backs.

Allison North, NLFS chair-
person, says the report brings to-
gether different groups with an in-
terest in university education in-
cluding students, faculty and univer-
sity administrators.

“I think that the most impor-
tant thing that [the report] does is it
ties together a lot of different inter-
est groups, people who have stakes

we’ve really been trying to break
down those walls,” she said.

While the report focuses on
Atlantic Canada, North says the is-
sues it addresses are not unique to
Atlantic Canada. She says there’s a
lack of priority on post-secondary
education that has created a national
Crisis.

“I think this is a universal is-
sue, I think it’s a national issue and
things are as bad here as they
anywhere else,”

are

she said.

Dal charity drive

continued from page 1

graphic area.

The idea for SPUNC evolved
after Giles and her sister Audrey,
both actively involved in Cross
Country, noticed a lack of sporting
equipment during their time up
North.

Problems such as this one
occur less frequently in the south-
ern areas of Canada.

“We live incredibly privi-
leged lives and a small donation
would brighten their futures,” said
Giles.

Giles says she first began to
recognize the problems when she
took her campers to a swim meet
where she found that while children
from larger communities jumped
eagerly into the pool wearing their
swimsuits and goggles. The kids
Sarah was in charge of, however,
wore t-shirts and shorts. Her partici-
pants stared at the unfamiliar gog-
gles. Their efforts in the meet were
severely hindered by their inad-
equate swimming attire. Even
worse, they were embarrassed and
one girl initially refused to compete.

Despite such setbacks the
kids Sarah met were always “look-
ing for new things to try and were
nuts for sports.”

The reason there’s a lack of
equipment is that modernization
and computers were more of a pri-
ority in the North than recreation

supplies, like canoe paddles and
volleyballs, so the children aren’t
exposed to different activities.

Giles has high hopes for the
used sports gear, which she says
will “expand [the children’s] hori-
zons.”

The project has obtained the
full support of the Dalhousie Ath-
letics Department. Dalhousie will
soon be paired with 1 of 3 towns in
Nunavut.

March 6-10, there will be col-
lection boxes for new and used
sporting material at Dalplex,
Studley Gym and Memorial Arena.
SPUNC is requesting that all var-
sity athletes, community groups,
Dalplex members and university
community members donate any
equipment they no longer use.

The drive is timed to come
after reading week so students can
bring back any equipment from
home.

Since the cost of shipping to
the North is four times more expen-
sive than anywhere else in Canada,
the governments of the NWT and
Nunavut, along with First Air and
North-Wright Air have donated
money.

SPUNC is looking for
sources of transportation to their
two jump-off points Montreal and
Edmonton because of the expense.

Dalhousie is one of nine Ca-
nadian universities participating in
SPUNC.
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FEBRUARY IS AFRICAN
HERITAGE MONTH. WHO IS
AN INFLUENCIAL BLACK
FIGURE TO YOU AND WHY?

“Ralph Ellison. The Invisible Man is one of
the most incredible, influential books in
the twentieth century af least.”

Gina Granter,

3rd year English and Women's
Studies,

St. John’s, NF

“I'm thinking James Vanderzee and
Gordon Parks — both important
photographers.”

Wayne Lowther
Dal Photo Services
Halifax, NS

“Muhammed Ali Khan. | like him, and
he’s famous all over the world. Even
the kids know him in my home
country.”

Faisal Ahmed
2nd year Computer Science
Kuwait

“bell hooks. She’s an influential black
feminist author from the US.”

Doneilia Stevens
1st year Bachelor of Social Work
Dartmouth, NS

Lisings for Feb. 17 - 23 only. Park Lane movie line 423-4598
Matinees, & Mon. - Thurs. evenings $5.75,weekend evenings 59.00

Here are this weeks movie listings at Park Lane Cinemas.

Please call the movie line for start times.

Scream 3 R
Snow Day PG
Boiler Room NYR
Hanging Up NYR
The Beach AA
The Tigger Movie G
Magnolia R
Pitch Black NYR
The Whole Nine Yards NYR

“Rosa Parks, who refused to give up her
seat on the bus to a white person and went
to the US Supreme Court for it. She was the
first person | remember learning about in
school, as far as human rights go.”

Jessie Crabill
MA English
Michigan

“Kofi Annan, Secretary General of the
UN. He's the first African to have been in
that position.”

Hendrina Kachapila
PhD African History
Malawi

e | THE SHOPS AT

PARK LANE

“The first person that comes to mind is
Martin Luther King — for a lot of
reasons.”

Muna Chowdhury
Ist year Science
Halifax, NS

“Muhammed Ali. He stood up for the
rights of everyone during the Vietnam
war.”

Jonny Payne
4th year Bachelor of Science
Corner Brook, Newfoundland
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Ask the candidates: what our

Mark Galley
For DSU President

Most important issue

The biggest issue facing students next year is fuition
increases. Tuition has gone up over 100 percent in the
last few year here at Dalhousie and this s a trend that
can not continue. The situation is particularly dire this
year with the state of the province of Nova Scotia
finances. Our province is in debt and is facing massive
budget cuts. Throughout government, departments
have been projecting the impact of these cuts and the
department of Education’s analysis reveled that if
students are fo face the brunt of these cuts by having it
placed on tuition then this could result in an increase as
high as 34 percent!!! Students shouldn’t, can't and
won't stand for this kind of increase. So now the
question becomes what can be done about if. This year
us Vice President Student Advocacy with the DSU |
presented a plan fo the newly elected minister of
education that would bring these increases under
control. Tuition regulation is the answer. What was
proposed in fuition regulation is that the yearly increase
of anywhere from 5-8 percent that Dal students have
been facing be regulated or in the case of the proposal
fied to inflation. With this type of control put in place
gone are the 8 percent hikes in tuifion, the fears of
differential tuition for different faculties and now
students would be able fo know what their tuition would
cost for the four years they are here. If elected we
would press both the province and the university fo
implement this type of control on Dal's exploding
fuition.

Some people ask why not a tuition freeze? That fact is
that a fuition freeze hasn't and doesn't work. What has
happened across the couniry when one has been put
into place is that fuition stays the same, but students
are simply charges incidental fees, S50 fees, fees for
futorials efc... These aren't tuifion costs so they can do
that but they are still costs we as students have fo pay.
This actually would make fhe situation worse for those
on student loans, as the amount of money you get is
based on tuition costs not tofal cost. So the prices goes
up but your loan doesn't.

Why are you running?

This is probably what a lot of candidates will say, but |
choose to run for this position because | believed that |
could make a difference for Dal students. To put this in
context Il fook back at some of the lobby effort that |
did in Ottawa this year for Dal students. This year | was
part of a national campaign for Post Secondary
education. We meet with and lobbied over 100
members of Parliament all the way to the finance
minister. The four things that we lobbied for were
increased funding, GST off text books, lower inferest
rates on student loans and the eliminafion if
discriminatory tuition. Where this gefs info making o
direct difference for Dal students is in relation o GST on
fext books. Some people argued that this was
something o0 small and that we had to ask for more, |
disagreed. If ot the end of this year | am able to put
upwards of $90 back into the pockets of every Dal
students then that is over S1 million split among Dal
students that they see now when they need it the most.
So in short yes there are long term issues such as
student loans and funding but there are also things that
need and can be done to help students now.

Qualifications

Experience is something that in a political position such
as President can be a great asset. For the past year |
have worked hand in hand with this years President
representing and lobbying for Dal students. This year |
was the Vice President Student Advocacy with the DSU.
In this position | spent my last year lobbying in Ottawa
and meefing with such individuals as the minister of
finance, finance crifcs, the minister of education, the
Execufive direcior of the student loan program, and our
own administration.

I have also been a member of the DSU council and the
University Senate for the last two years, represent the
interest of student af the DSU, Senate and Joint Senate
Board committees. In short | bring

* Experience in lobbying federal and provincial
governments

* Connections of other Student unions across the
country

* Experience representing student inferests fo the
university

* Knowledge of the concerns and issues facing students.

New ideas

Although not a new service one thing that | would like
o see expanded so that it can be a better resource for
students s the Student Advocacy Service. Currently the
DSU runs a Student Advocacy service that helps
students with such things as grade appeals and
represents students on discipline hears of the university
for such things os plagiarism. Last year the DSU
conducted a service survey and 86 percent of students
said that they felt that there should be a full fime
service o help out with these os well as such things as
student loan problems, and other problems that
students face. The problem is that currently this
department is only allocated $1600 to run for the
entire year, and with a phone bill of almost $60 a
month there is really not much to work with. If elected
this deparment will be expanded and financed
properly so that Dal students can get the help that they
need. The students have said that they want it and if
elected we will provide this valuable service.

Favourite word or phrase

My favorite phrase would have fo be “my cat’s breath
smells like cat food" Ralph Wiggum. What con | say I'm
a Simpson's buff, so remember “Choo Choo Choose”
Golley and Kennedy. Even though our signs don't have
a frain on them.

Chauncey Kennedy
For DSU Executive Vice President

Most important issue

I think that by far the biggest issue facing students next
year is the possibility of an unacceptable hike in tuition
fees. A government funding cut is the source and will
possibly cause an even greater financial strain on
students. Mark Galley hos been exiremely involved
through the VP Student Advocacy posifion this year
plans on dealing with the political aspedis of the cuts
and tuition raises. As far s the position of Executive
Vice President goes, | plan on a couple of different
things; the first being providing more opportunities for
the students to actually know what is going on. Better
ufilizing and marketing the SUB is key in raising
awareness. Well-publicized forums, with top level
university decision makers os well as government
officials is key in making Dal students knowledgeable
about what is happening fo their education. Also, fixing
the DSU web page is an absolute must! First of all, the
web page blatantly sucks! There is everything from
spelling mistakes to the Health Plan link that has no
information. This is an avenue of markefing possibility
for the DSU and SUB that is infinite. | would like fo see
a direct link from the Dal homepage as well as just
having a complete site. The DSU web page is not known
about and can become an easy and efficient way o
convey what the DSU is and what we are doing for
issues that specific students are worried about.

Why are you running?

The reason that | am running for the position of
Executive VP is a very simple one; | feel my business
and marketing experience will be o great assef fo the
Dalhousie Student Union. Because the position entails
the running of the Student Union Building, both general
operations and full and port fime student staff, an
experienced business student is an added benefit. |
have always wanted fo run for the position of Executive
VP as it suits my attributes and personality, which is a
laid back environment, full of open communication and
last but not least a business. The DSU is a beneficial
student voice and representation that needs fo better
utilize the student population.

Qualifications
I am currently a third year Commerce student majoring

office?

THE QUESTIONS:

1/ What do you think is the biggest issue facing students
next year and how will you deal with it2

2/ Why are you running for this position?

3/ What qualifications and experience will you bring to

4/ What new ideas/services will you bring to the DSU?2
5/ What's your favourite word or phrase and why?

in Marketing Informatics. The knowledge gained
through three years of Commerce/Markefing courses as
well as, two co-op work placementshas taught me the
important aspects of how a business runs and how to
deal with all levels of management, personnel and
external audiences. | was also heavily involved in the
Dalhousie Commerce Society os a third year
representalive this year, and was o proud Cameron
House President in 1998-1999. | have very good
personal and group communication skills and feel that |
am very approachable and easy fo discuss any issues
with.

New ideas

The new ideas and services, which Mark Galley and
myself have discuss first and foremost is to improve the
services that we currently have! For example, | believe
that all of our services are important for a university
and for Dal students, but right now some are losing
money. This is unacceptable as you the students pay
Student Union Fees (approx. $52.40/year) to fund SUB
operations. | want to utilize my markefing experience
fo make and institute improvements fo make them
widely used services across campus. With regards to
new renovations, | feel something needs to be done fo
help accommodate the influx of students once the FASS
opens up next year, but first we have to find out exactly
what the student population needs. There is no sense in
making renovations that are not needed or wanted by
the student population. One quick idea that | feel will
help improve the traffic through the SUB is fo open
patio in front of Robins Donuts where student can gain
access directly from Robins and con go outside and
drink their coffees and just hang out. This is very
feasible especially since there are current plans by the
Halifox Regional Municipality to close off University
Avenue between Seymour and LeMerchant. This will
become a walkway for students from the FASS 1o the
SUB, and this area has loads of possibilifies! As wel, |
will work hand in hand with CARA Food Management to
prepare them for the opening of the FASS. The DSU
gave the Dalhousie 1 million dollars to help build the
FASS, but there were stipulations. One of these
stipulations was that the FASS would not provide any
food services. This will directly affect the amount of
students using the Union Market, Grawood and Robin’s.
| definitely think that changes need fo be made in the
Union Marke but right now | honesfly can’t speculate
what; it really needs to be evaluated first.

Favourite word or phrase
| think that my favorite phrase would have fo be the
Newfoundland expression, “G0 ON.” The reason my
favourite phrase is o Newfoundlond phrase is because
my girlfriend and best friend are Newfoundlanders and
I have picked up on the lingo. The phrase is applicable
in so many different ways and meanings. For example:
Disbelief and empathy:
Me: Hey, how is school going?
You: Crappy man, | have 14 exams in the next two

I

Me: GO ON, tht'shity!

Disbelief and humorous:

Me: Hey bud, what is going on?

You: Chauncey, | just did an hour long presentation with
my fly down and a piece of lettuce in my teeth!

Me: GO ON! (loughing)

Steve Cote
For DSU President

Most important concern

My number one concern is with tuifion and the quality
of our education. As your president, | promise to lobby
at all levels of government fo ensure that they make it
their mandate fo support post-secondary education.
Federally, we must work with our lobbying
organization, CASA (Canadian Alliance of Students
Association) to ensure that student interests are not
overlooked in everything from scholarships to income
tax. Provincially, we must work with other Nova Scotia
universities fo make sure that the [John] Homm
government understands that an investment in higher
education is an investment in the province’s future.
Perhaps most importantly, we must continue to pressure
at the university level, particularly the Board of
Governors, to ot rely solely on tuition dollars to fund
our programs.

Why are you running?

I .om running for DSU President because | think there is
a real need for an experienced student leader with a
strong voice and willingness o act as representative of
the student body. We need representation at 3 main
levels of government: the Board of Governors af the
university, federally and provincially. There are a lof of
issues that students face foday: student loan
repayment, rising fuifion costs and overall decreosed
funding to post secondary education from the
government. The governments MUST understand that

an investment into higher education is an investment
into this province's and country’s future. | believe that |
have the experience necessary to be that voice to
represent all students on the issues at hand.

Qualifications

The qualifications that | bring fo the DSU President are
four years of experience: two consecutive years on the
DSU council as the DSU Vice President Internal this year
and as Member t large in 1998-99. | was also o
residence house president in 1997-98 and st on the
School of Health and Human Performance council
1998-99. In addifion to student poliics, | volunteer ot
the Atlantic Health promotion center with Wheelchair
programs and participate in many intramural sports
and student clubs. | believe that from my experience
and knowledge in participating in the DSU for the past
number of years that | am the best candidate fo
represent the needs of the student body both externally
and infernally to the university.

New Ideas

| believe that awareness of what the DSU executive
does for the student body is an important issue that
must be addressed and is ultimately the responsibility
of the president. As Vice President Internal this post
year, Rose and | ran an awareness campaign in which
we spoke fo clossrooms about what the DSU actually
does for the average student. As DSU president, | would
continue to promote overall awareness of the DSU fo
the student body by having Focus Forums (two per
term) in which there would be an opportunity for an
open discussion on how the DSU executive are doing
their jobs.

Also, news of assaults and stabbings hos further put the
spotlight on the safety of our campus. However, security
issues differ from one end of Dalhousie to the other. To
deal with this; | would form o Campus Security
Committee that would consist of representafives from
all three compuses. Its mandate will be to assess risks
and dangers with student input and tours with security.
Together, we con create a real solution fo a very real
problem.

Favourite word or phrase

The DSU is like toilet paper, it plays a small role in your
everyday life but it would sure make a big difference if
it wasn't there!

Rosanne Cousins
For DSU Vice-President Executive

Most important concern

I think if 1 were fo say there is one main issue, | would
be leaving a lot of people outside the ring. There are
ihe obvious ones as Cofe mentions as being rising
tuition and lack of funding both of which we wil lobby
against if elected. | think there are other issues as well
induding student awareness of our services (DSU) and
opportunifies available within this organization that oll
students are automatically members of.

The Health Plan is of concern and though there were
problems this year with distribution and
implementation, | believe they can be rectified by again
inserting Health Plon information in the registration
packs as well as having Health Plan Stations in both the
A&A registrar’s office and the students accounts and
services office at DalTech.

Why are you running? / Qualifications

| am running because | believe | am the only candidate
who truly has the right experience for the position. I've
been at Dal for five years, graduating lost May. In that
fime | have been involved in varsity athletics, in club
sport, in residence as an orientation leader and a
Residence councillor, as the Dal/DSU Orientation Week
Co-ordinator, os President of the Student Association of
Health and Human Performance, os a Tiger Patroller, o
SUB Staff and this year os VP Community Affairs. | have
an immediate working knowledge of the services of the
DSU and the parts that make them up such as budgets
and staff. It is of benefit to me that | have worked in so
many capacities and that | have the obility to see things
from many perspectives: student, employee and
employer. | om running because | have o wide
peripheral vision enabling me to see what is happening
in many different places at one fime and because this is
what the VP Exec needs. You need o be o good
manager, a good listener/speaker/communicator, o
decision maker while taking the time fo find out what
new things are needed and that existing things are
constantly monitored.

New Ideas

I have my new ideas for the Health Plan o that's one.
s for the other services of the DSU | could say that it
would be nice to have many other services but before
that s considered | think it best to evaluate the ones
that exist to make sure they are being used and
monitored for productivity. What | would like fo do is
get a student opinion from focus groups and the DSU

Services Survey so that | get student input and the
decision isn't solely mine.

Favourite word or phrase

(OTE AND ROSE are the BEST and ONLY candidates for
DSU President and VP Exec so put a check in my box!!
(wink)

Zac and Jarrod Crouse
For DSU President and Executive
Vice-President

Most imporfant concern

The biggest issue facing students is the distinct lack of
free alcohol. We will solve this problem by giving beer
fo everyone who vofes for us.

Why are you running?

If we are elected, we'll each make $18,000. That's a lot
of money for a job that has no pre-requisites. Seriously,
all we really want is your money.

Also, Jarrod feels that such a highly publicized job will
greatly increase his chances of picking-up.

Qualifications
We had a lemonade stand once when we were kids. We
think it'll be just as challenging.

New Ideas

We want fo install an army of winged helper-monkeys
fo do our bidding, and erect a monument o Peter
North (Nova Scotia's greatest export).

Favourite word or phrase
“First you get the money, then you gef the women,
then you get the POWER.”

Leon Thomas
For DSU President

Most important concern

University access and success: tuition fees that are
outpacing growth in family incomes and inflation; wide
disparities between the needs of DalTech and Dalhousie
students; and continuing and increasing isolation for
off-campus, international, and minority students.
Quality education, inclusion, and equity on campus are
not only rights, they are fundamental to the University!
My focus will be on creating a fair, accountable, and
efficient DSU administrafion, with a more proactive
approach in dealing with student issues. We will initiate
more partnerships, dialogues, and forums (within and
outside the university) to create a greater exchange of
information and a broader base for dealing with the
issues. It is crucial thot we revive the political will of
policy-makers who have the ability to facilitate the
futures of students. Moreover, the DSU must challenge
the university o be open about its spending and
priorities.

Why are you running? :
The DSU has become a system of misrepresentation,
which has left many students feeling alienated. “Its
fime to get the students back!” Running for this
position allows me fo help create o more responsible
student union that concerns itself with the needs of off-
campus, graduate, and international students. The DSU
is in need of sound leadership, offering fair
representation fo their constituents.

Qualifications

Thomas & Macfarlane offer the best lternative fo a
new DSU administration. It is time for a change; to act
more coherently then the DSU has in the past. My
qualifications and experience include; Polifical Science
and Sociology major, organizer of many public forums,
constitutional and Board member of the North
American Student Forum, and former DSU Councilor,
Serving as your President, | can provide  critical
review, analysis 1nd dissemination of emerging and
existing polices, protocols and legislation pertaining to
University students. The change Thomas & Macfarlane
offer is new, vibrant, and exiting.

New Ideas
Leadership is essential to any Presidential position.
Therefore establishing a vision is firstly in order to
move the DSU in a clear direction. More pradtically,
opportunities exist fo improve the look, feel, and flow
of an efficient and representative DSU adminisiration.
Let's develop partnerships between foculties and the
$.UUB for student placements to foster and promote
student entrepreneurship and business, arts and
droma, and science and technical skils. Let's expand
Lhe usefulness of the (;f'uwood and other DSU facilities
y encouraging more diversity and programming for
students. We need to establish more person-to-person
contact to get people exited about DSU activities and
aware of services the DSU offers.

Favourite word or phrose -
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DSU hopefu

If a statue in the park of a person on a horse has both
front legs in the air, the person died in battle; if the
horse has one front leg in the air, the person died o5 a
result of wounds received in battle; if the horse has all
four legs on the ground, the person died of natural
causes.

Catriona MacFarlane
For DSU Executive Vice-
President

Most important concern

The biggest issue facing students in the next year will
be whether Dalhousie adopts online and phone
registration. Many universities throughout the country
have already implemented such a program fo become
more efficient and better service student need. | would
strongly agitate fo have Dalhousie switch to this proven
and reliable service. This way we could ensure that
Dalhousie students have the same effective technology
as other universities.

Why are you running?

| am running for this position because in the past four
years | have seen o number of changes. These changes
have been good and bad, but at the same time too

- much hos remained the same. | wanf to be able to help
inifiate changes! Dalhousie should be leading other
universities in its student programs and services, rather
than falling further and further behind. | would lobby
1o ensure that this period of hesitancy concerning
student concern ends.

Qualifications

As for os qualifications, | am a political science ond
English student. | am vice president and o mentor for
the political science society and am also a councillor on
the Dalhousie Arts and Social Science Society. | lived in
residence my first year and from this | know it is
possible o have a strong and united campus when
people are made fo feel they belong. | will sirive fo
make sure that this feeling is strengthened, with o fresh
approach and new ideas for both Dalhousie and
DafTech.

New Ideos

I am full of new ideas and services that could be
brought to the DSU. One of which | have already
menioned, online and phone regisiration. In addition |
would like to see open and innovative communication
between the DSU and students. This could be
accomplished by bringing back campus criers and
holding public forums, to let students know about
upcoming events. Also | would like fo publicise Tiger
Patrol, by better advertising what it is, the routes it
takes, and where fo catch it. This, coupled with using
the van as o shuttle service between campuses will
further help to integrate the diverse university
community.

Favourite word or phrase
One favourite phrase is too litile. Any phrose uttered by
Jay and Silent Bob is my favourite.

Brianne Johnston
For DSU Vice-President Internal

Most important concern

Without question the biggest issues facing most
university students are rising tuifion and the quality of
education. Yet in my individual position there is not o
lot I can do to directly improve these dilemmas.
However what | can do is be in contact with societies
and other members of the university and voice their
concerns fo the members of the executive who are
directly involved in dealing with those type of student
issues.

Why are you running?

I am o huge advocate for sociefies and strongly believe
in the opportunities they provide fo students. | feel thot
oll students should be given the chance to parficipate in
sacieties and it is my goal as VP Internal fo inform Dal
students of the societies on campus so they can benefit
from them as myself and many others already have. |
also want to be there for societies by helping them
fundraise, recruit new members and most imporfantly
by making myself accessible to them.

.It's unfortunate that the relationship between Dal and
DalTech is strained. However, | want DalTech students fo
know that helping them is a priority of mine and os VP
Internal | want to work with DalTech to establish their
place and role in the greater workings of Dalhousie. |
want to make them more aware of what is going on
within the university and ulfimately develop a better
relationship with them.

Qualifications

My experience as o Residence Assistant, summer
orientation leader, Welcome Fair Co-ordinator and
current Editor-in-Chief of the Dal Gazette have allowed

me 1o see societies from both perspectives, that of
someone who is involved in them, and someone who
has also helped promote their benefits.

As Editor-in-Chief of the Dal Gazette | have had the
responsibility of planning budgets, holding regular staff
meefings, chairing committees and dealing with issues

as they arise. This job has faught me o great deal about

the importance of organization, communicating well
with others and with the university and it's workings in
general.

New ideas

There are a lot of new ideas that | would like o
implement during my term in office and the advantage
fo them is that they are all feasible.

I love the ideo of having o Welcome Fair 1o introduce
students 1o sociefies and would like to see that type
event happen more often during the first two months of
school and ot different locations across campus.

I would also like to see societies receive their money
from the DSU earlier in the year to allow them to begin
their activities and attract new members sooner. | would
also fike to improve the web page, give more sociefies
the chance o create their own web page and possibly
provide links o other university societies. | would really
like to work with the newly elected president, vice
president execufive and DalTech to try and resolve
some of the issues that exis there. Tackle the
communication barriers and discuss the possibility of
more aulonomy.

Favourite word or phrase

I have a lot of rather odd words that | ke fo use but
one of my favourites is “superfaniastic” because it's
taking two great words and putting them together to
put an even bigger emphasis on what you are trying fo
say.

Chrystal MacAulay
For DSU VP Student Advocacy

Maost important concern

| think the biggest issue next year will be tuition
increases. Right now all we hear are rumors, but some
say we will face increases of anywhere from 10 percent
fo 15 percent next year alone. The reason for this is the
federal government’s plan fo slash funding to the
provinces through CHST payments. We won't know
anything for certain until the budget comes down af the
end of this month, so this will be a controversial issue in
the news very soon.

As VP Student Advocacy, it would be my job to voice
student opinions to both the federal and provincial
governments, as well as the university administration.
An increase of that magnitude would be devastating for
the majority of students, parficularly if scholarship and
bursary programs are not infused with a comparable
amount of funding (which is unlikely). Accessibility has
always been o major concern for me, and | would fike
to lobby spedfically for a regulated system of tuition
increases.

Why are you running?

I've always been interested in leadership and lobbying
positions, especially dealing with academic issues. I've
had an interest in the VP Advocacy job since my first
year at Dal, and | believe | am now prepared fo foke on
that role and to excel within that portfolio. My Frosh
name was “Mouthy” and I'd love to let the government
know why.

Qualifications

I .am currently a University Senator, so | have already
been heavily involved with acodemic issues of Dalhousie
for almost a year. I've tried fo get involved in as many
ways possible, and have done so through the Fall
Orientation Commitfee, the Dol Arfs and Social Sciences
Society, the DSU Election Commitiee, the Gazette, and
the DSU Council.

(redentials oside, one thing | have prided myself on is
my dedication and active parfcipation. | don't believe
in simply attending meetings, | like fo speak out and
visibly represent the students who elected me. As VP
Student Advocacy, | would have an even lorger
audience and more opportunifies to make our opinions
known and voices heard.

New ideas

First, | would like to work on strengthening Senate
caucus - that would mean working closely with ol five
student Senate reps fo plan o team strategy. From
there, | would like to see the caucus condudting
informal polls of students on relevant issues and taking
these responses directly to the Senate. What better woy
fo hear student voices than asking to actually hear
them? | would also like to see @ monthly aricle
published in the Gazette and the Sextant to lef students
across oll three campuses know what issues we are
facing, and how we are serving their needs. As for
external issues, | would first work fo build o dedicated
academic/external committee, and fogether come up

with a viable plan fo lobby for student interests (e.g.
regulated tuifion increases).

Favourite word or phrase

Mmmm, CHOCOLATEN! It helps me stay focused. And if
I'm elected, my first task will be to see that all concrete
in the LSCis replaced with chocolate. And vendors in the
SUB giving away chocolate everyday. And anyone who
voted for me would be entitled to give me a large gift
of chocolate. See how | think of YOUR needs?

Shawn Tracey
For Vice President Community
Affairs

Most important concern

Undoubtedly the biggest issue facing students in the
upcoming year is the university's respanse fo the much
anticipated provincial budget to come in early March.
But these types of things are left to the DSU President,
VP Student Advocacy and their committees. My job, as
VP Community Affairs, would be to help students forget
about such stressful issues and try fo have fun during
iheir stay at Dalhousie. By no means am | irying fo
make light or downplay the seriousness of tuition
increases, but | would consider no part of my potential
portfolio to be “The biggest issue facing sfudents”.

Why are you running?

I am running for this position because | feel it to be the
fun position on the execufive. Honestly, where else
could you find a job where not only do you get o plan
week-long parties and fundraisers, but you also are
given the awesome powers of being on the execufive.
(ok maybe not so awesome, but it sounds pretty cool)

Qualifications

1.am currently one of the student representatives fo the
Board of Governors, so | have experience on the DSU
coundil. | am also Chairperson of the Dalhousie Science
Society, President of the Dalhousie Association of
Biology Students and a member of various commitiees.
One of those committees is Community Affairs, so |
have helped fo plan or run most of he events which fall
under the portfolio of the VP Community Affairs. | feel
this fokes a bit of the “steepness” off the learning curve
and gives me a unique perspective whereas | have seen
the events run first-hond.

New Ideas

As for new ideas, | do not have a lot in mind. This year
Rosanne Cousins, the current VP Community Affairs,
helped to bring back the Booster Club as well as
supported a new fundraiser called “Raising the Roof"
which benefits Halifax’s homeless. These, along with all
the fraditional events and fundraisers, makes for o very
busy year. I'm nof saying new events are out of the
question, but my first priority will be fo run those
established event o the best of my ability.

Favourite word or phrase

Nothing like a good “get to know you question”. To be
cheesy and quote a line from a song by Dave Matthews;
“Eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow we'll die.” It
seems  ltile harsh, but the underlying meaning is
sound. Le's make the best of the time we have here at
University. These are supposed fo be some of the best
years of our lives. Gef involved and have FUN!!

lan Robson and Jo-Anne
Galarneau
For Board of Govenors Reps

Most important concern

Rising tuition costs are o huge concern for all students.
As o Board of Governors Rep., we would ensure that the
BoG was made explicitly aware of the fact that today's
students are debt-ridden, and under increasing financial
pressures. To do this, not only do we have 1o be elected,
but we shall also require the constant inpu of the
student body. We are merely representatives of the
Dalhousie student body, and as such we can only
express the will of the students. Tell us what concerns
need to be brought before the BoG, and we shall bring
them forth. Increased communication coupled with
tenacity and vigour is what is needed.

Why are you running?

We are running for this position fo bring our
involvement 1o the next level. Both of us, have been
involved in the Dalhousie community and we feel that
this position helps us confinue that. The board of
governors is the highest decision making body at Dol
and if you want to make o difference this would the
best opportunity.

Qualifications

Both of us have been involved with the DSU for o
number of years. We would bring a high level of
maturity and experience fo the BoG s well as the DSU
Coundil,

Is had to say

New Ideas

The BoG is a small council, and the number of student
reps on it is even smaller. This necessitates a strong
voice for students, and we can and will provide a strong
voice.

Favourite word or phrase

lan - “Every man must believe in something, | believe
that I'l have another drink.” W.C. Fields

Jo-Anne- “Work like you don't need the money. Love
like you've never been hurt, and dance like you do
when nobody's watching.”

Devin Roberts
For Senate rep

Most important concern

There are many issues facing students these days. |
believe one of the hardest issues students will have to
face next year is tuition increases. Dal currently has the
second highest tuition in Canada and | believe there are
plans o increase fuition by another eight percent. This
will put a real strain on the student body because many
students have difficullies affording university.

Why are you running?

Currently, | work many part time jobs on top of my
school work and volunteer work, and | know many
other students have to work in order o afford

university. With fuition increases students are going fo
have fo work more and more just fo make ends meet.
This is one of the main reasans why | would like to be
part of the DSU. | want fo work together with the new
council and find some feasible solutions to these difficult
problems. | will work hard for the student body if
elected because | know how hard it is being o student
these days and | want to do my best fo ensure that o
university education at Dalhousie is attainable for all
students.

Qualifications

As for my experience, | have been involved with many
councils, committees and teams in the three years that |
have been here. Here's a quick run down of a few of
these activifies.

- Henderson House Vice President

- Employee of the Grawood and the Corner Pocket

- Member of the Dalhousie booster club and Dalhousie
Community Affairs commitfee

- Announcer of the IWK Charity Cup and many varsity
sporls

- Participated in the “Toque Tuesday” charity event

- Chair and National Representative of the Nova Scotia
Youth Commitiee for Scouts and Venturers.

As you can see | have tried fo sty involved in as many
different organizations as possible and ll the
experience that | have gained from each of these
organizations | believe will help me as a DSU Senate
Rep if elected.
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Landmine Exhibition was held as a
part of International Days at the Stu-
dent Union Building on Tuesday,
February 8. As a component of the
event, a panel discussion was held
for approximately two hours, begin-
ning at noon. The forum was mod-
erated by Brian O’Neill, Canadian
Program Officer for Oxfam Canada.

“Landmine issues must be
understood in terms of human

SCIENCE & ENVIRO

to water, growing and retrieving
food,” and a whole host of other
restrictions to freedoms of move-
ment and property.

“It was Canadians who made
a lot of difference on this issue,”
said Bob Lawson, Deputy Director
and Senior Policy Advisor within
the Mine Action Team of Foreign
Affairs and International Trade.
“Canada took the issue outside of

Going out

NMENT

the long term damage done by
landmines, combined with the hope-
less difficulties in regulating their
distribution in the world, the Treaty
requests the total ban of mine us-
age, mine production, stockpiling,
sale or exportation of the weapons.

“We have been putting pres-
sure on local governments,”
Lawson said. “Moral voices and
political voices are being heard all

play. If Canadian leaders can per-
suade the US to sign on, “there will
be diplomatic pressure for other
countries to sign, where they have
not...it is a partnership that we
need.”

“There is no more of an ex-
treme challenge than sending sol-
diers into a mine field, knowing that
you're responsible for their lives
and limbs,” said Greg James, a rep-

=
W|th a over the world.” resentative of the Canadian Forces 4
Lawson attributes the success  School of Military Engineering. /
: - of the treaty to its brevity and el- James served 21 years in uniform,
h |mper egance. Its initiatives are clear; all and lost a soldier to a landmine ex-
. mines are to be cleared within 10 plosion during Operation Harmony !
’ years, while existing stock of mines in Croatia in 1994. “We’re often Y

Istead of

landmine action —
panel discussion

BY DANIEL MCKILLOP rights, such as protection from vio- conventional routes, forming an stubbornly refusing { the mines
lence,” said O’Neill. “Areas which  unusual coalition of small to mid- to sign the treaty,” \NES : would have
The first ever Atlantic are mined can [also] preventaccess dle Powers like South Africa, the said Nathaniel N\ to be

Philippines, Norway,” who signed
what is called the ‘People’s Treaty.’

The coalition worked with
civil society organizations, and sent
supporters to places where mines
directly affected people. Since it
was composed in Ottawa in 1997,
the People’s Treaty has been trans-
lated into other languages, includ-
ing local dialects, and distributed to
countries all over the world. Given

are to be destroyed within four. But
support for this treaty is critically
needed now, while Canada begins
to actively implement it. “This thing
will fall apart if the momentum
doesn’t sustain itself, said Lawson.
“The issue has to be

brought to local
regions [of the
world]. All Cana-
dians have a stake
in this, and have to
get involved.”
“The 3.8 1s

Raymond, media as-
sistant in the commu-
nications department of Physicians
for Human Rights, co-winner of the
1997 “SNobel = Peace "Prize:
“Landmines affect the civilians of
the world, who have lived with this
scourge for longer than what [many]
governments have acknowledged.”

Raymond also stresses the
important role that Canada has to

BICYCLE TOUR LEADERS

N (1
T
i ven gy

there [as Peace Keepers] to sepa-
rate the fighting sides, not to demine
the area.”

During Operation Harmony,
the Serbs

and Croatians had
signed a cease-
fire. Because of

: taken out of Ot- the large
3 g tawa, and number of

landmines in
the region,
troops had dif-
ficulty ma-
noeuvring,
and it was
decided that

7 e

cleared. On the

first day of the cease-fire, the first
casualty of the mission was
claimed. The Serb engineers took
the soldiers down a path, and hit an
anti-tank mine. One of the victims
of the explosion, who survived, had
even helped plant the mine.

“In the end, we declare the
route or area mine-free after clear-
ing it, and then we have to go down
the unforgiving path, hoping that
we did our job, said James. “There
is fear before, and after, clearing a

VBT Bicycling Vacations seeks bicycle tour guides for PEI & NS.
Required skills include: commitment to superior customer service, experience
with leadership, excellent communication skills, bicycle mechanical
proficiency, full time availability from June through Sept. Class 4B license,
CPR and First Aid certifications are required.
For application and information call Janet Chill t,/ G\
800-245-3868 or e-mail at jchill@gct.com N

NURSING

May be the choice for your future
Exciting Career Opportunities

DALHOUSIE

UNIVERSITY

Offers a 4 Year Bachelor of
Science (Nursing) Program

Students with the required university classes may be

mine field. In the evening, when
you reach down to take off your
boots, you realize you are lucky that
on that particular day you turned out
all right. Then, when the next day
arrives, you have to do it all over
again.”

Countries which are currently
threatened by landmine activity in-
clude Afghanistan, Angola, Bosnia,
Cambodia, Chechnya, Croatia, Iraq,
Mozambique, Nicaragua, Somalia,
and many others. More than 50
countries have manufactured mil-
lions of anti—personnel landmines
over the past 25 years.

At the Ottawa Conference in
1997, 122 countries signed the Peo-
ple’s Treaty. Presently, over 135
countries have signed. In addition
to banning landmines, the treaty
also requests that able countries
provide assistance for the care and
rehabilitation and social reintegra-

Canada’s
most modern
aircraft fleet!

AIRPORT STANDBY FARES

ONE WAY FARES - HALIFAX to:

VANCOUVER CALGARY TORONTO

*300 °290 *150

Plus tax $48.13 Plus tax $44.63 Plus tax $23.63

ST. JOHN’S ORLANDO ST. PETERSBURG
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Plus tax $16.13 Plus tax $38.58 Plus tax $38.68

* NAV fee add $7.50 per passenger

FLIGHT SCHEDULE - HALIFAX DEPARTURES

FEBRUARY 2000
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23:35 For more information contact:
stiomws | — | 1830 [ — [1840 ] — [ — | Dalhousie University School of Nursing
Direct: (902) 494-2603
ORLANDO | — [1550 [ — | - | - | =] — Toll Free: 1 (800) 500-0912
SLPETERSBURG| — | — 06:00°f - | - ] — | — it Email: son@dal.ca
*Begins Feb 7 *Ends Feb 27 Fax: (902) 494-3487
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BY JAY CLEARY

Camera flashes, runway mod-
els, sexy music and flashy clothes
usually characterize the typical
fashion show — but this past week’s
Sweat Shop Fashion Show in the
Green room of the Dalhousie Stu-
dent Building put it in a disturbing
perspective. These were not runway
fashions from Paris, London or New
York. Rather, they were clothes seen
on the streets of Halifax and in the
halls of Dalhousie. The glamour and
sex appeal were definitely pre-
sented, but the glitz of fashion was
brutally over-shadowed by an ugly
truth; the fashions presented were
made using sweat-shop labour.

A sweatshop is a workplace
in the apparel industry where work-
ers are subject to extreme exploita-
tion, including poor working con-
ditions, arbitrary discipline, and the
absence of a living wage or benefits.
This phenomenon is becoming

Sexy,

flashy,
ugly
truth

more common in the ‘global
economy.’ Corporations can now
trade between countries freely with
little or no restrictions and seek to
out-source manufacturing to areas
where labour costs are lower. They
often look to use labour in countries
with the lowest wages, poorest em-
ployee rights laws, and most lax
environmental regluations.

Garments made by Levi’s,
Tommy Hilfiger, The Gap, Guess,
The Hudson Bay Company, Nike,
Adidas, Ralph Lauren and even Dis-
ney graced the runway, as repre-
sentatives of the worst of this indus-
try which profits from the unfair
treatment of workers and disrespect
of the environment.

Oxfam, a sustainable devel-
opment organization, hosted the
fashion event. They are a interna-
tional non-governmental organiza-
tion dedicated to fighting poverty
and related injustices around the
world. The goal of Sweat Shop

pholas‘zb y Robin Kuniski

SweatShap

Fashion
show

Fashion Show was inform the pub-

lic about the intolerable situation of

exploited workers and the realities
of the global economy. The present-
ers were graphic in their description
of the working conditions in the

garment companies, with stories of

unbelievable below poverty line
wages, worker abuse, child labour,
and over-crowded employee dormi-
tories. These companies have been
employing slave labour workers in
‘developing countries’ and surpris-
ingly also maintain sweatshop fa-
cilities in North America.

The sweatshop workers here
and abroad are primarily females
between the ages of 16 to 25. In
North America, these sweatshop
facilities exploit newly immigrated
women who may have few oppor-
tunities for employment. The con-
ditions here are remarkably similar
to those which workers experience
abroad, with employees threatened
with firing if they speak out against
the injustices. However, the viola-
tions go far beyond this overseas.
For example, in some Mexican and
Central American plants, women

are given Depo-Provera shots as a
precondition for employment to
prevent pregnancy and menstrua-
tion. This allows the company to
increase productivity by cutting
down on, not only maternity leave,
but even bathroom break time. In
many places, if a' woman becomes
pregnant or if she refuses to submit
to the shot, she is immediately fired
— aclear violation of human rights
which goes primarily unnoticed.

The most disturbing aspect of
the sweat-shop phenomenon is that
these companies launch incredible
expensive advertising campaigns.
Tommy Hilfiger, Gap and Nike
spend billions of dollars a year on
marketing campaigns targeted to
promote class structure and sex-ap-
peal. These companies charge pre-
mium prices for their slave labour
goods. In fact only 1.3 percent of
retail price of a Nike sneaker, re-
flects the actual cost of the labour.
These companies could pay decent
wages to these workers instead they
spend millions of dollars on cam-
paigns that are directly aimed to
play on emotions, to instilling feel-
ings of inadequacies, trying to make
people feel like their product will
fill the void.

What can you do? Use your
consumer power. Don’t support
companies that exploit workers and
are trying to exploit you. Tell peo-
ple who are wearing labeled clothes
what industry they are supporting:
Slave Labour. Realise that consum-
ers must take responsibility for their
buying actions to not perpetuate this
type of activity. Boycott organiza-
tions. Seek alternatives. Buy clothes
from local merchants or buy used
clothes. A small number of wealthy
people created this situation that has
allowed sweatshops to thrive, if
consumers can work together and

'spread the message to make ethical

consumer choices, we can disman-
tle it.

Graduate Teaching Fellow

experienee as o h-;u'hing assisl

An innovative idea: teach while you learn

1ip Program in Arts

For students beginning doctoral programs at Memaorial
Lniversity in the fall semestes the Faculty of Avis and (he
Sehool of Graduate Studies offer graduate weaching
fellowships at the PhD Jevel valued al approximately

$15.000 over a three=year peviod.

Fellowships arve available o PhiD candidates in
English. Folklore. Histors. Linguistics and Sociologs.
Teaching fellowships are a prolessional development
iniliative designed 1o develop the teaching skills ol
successful applicants as well as theiv abilities as vesearch
holars. In this three year program, instruction i pedagogy and

ant leads 1o primary vesponsibility for up 1o wo introductors

courses per vear under the guidance of a facully mentor.

Memorial has one of the hest university libearies in Canadi. We have enviable specialized

rescarch colleetions, Our on=campus computer network is one of the most advaneed of am

educational institution in the world, And welre located in Newloundland, known world-wide

for its peerless veeveational and caltural activities,

“If you assume that there’s no
hope, you guarantee that there
will be no hope. If you assume
that there is an instinct for
freedom, that there are
opportunities to change things,
there's a chance you may
contribute to making a better
world. That's your choice.”

— Noam Chomsky

Sound like an experience you'dl enjoy?
Getintoneh with us and we'll el you more,

Sehool of Graduate Stuedics S

Memorial University, of Newfoundland
Sk Johi's. NF ATB 3X5
Phone: (T00) 737-2115
(7T00) 737-1702

sgs(tmorgan.uesannn.ca
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G aduate S
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A natural place
for discoveries
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Council of Canadians panel discussion

BY MELANIE WRIGHT

The masses are indifferent
and apathetic. No one can really
make a difference.

If you believe these pessimis-
tic sentiments then you obviously
were not at the Council of Canadi-
ans panel discussion “Reclaiming
Democracy; Food, Water, and the
WTO — Whose Future Is It?”

The panel of influential indi-
viduals including: Tony Clarke, Vic-
toria Gibb-Carsley, Jennifer Story,
Elizabeth May and Cassin Elliot
tackled a variety of issues currently
on the global agenda.

Clarke, Vice Chair of the
Council of Canadians said, “some-
thing far beyond governance is con-
trolling this country...rules are be-
ing set elsewhere that the govern-
ment must follow.” Clarke was re-
ferring to the World Trade Organi-
zation (WTO) and its present power
in the international marketplace.

The WTO was established in
1995, at the conclusion of the Uru-
guay Round of the General Agree-
ment on Tariffs and Trade (GATT).
The official web site of the World
Trade Organization states that their
purpose is to ensure trade between
nations flows smoothly, predictably,
and as freely as possible.

However, Clark argues that
the WTO is not just about eliminat-
ing trade barriers and tariffs. The
institution represents a new world
government that holds tremendous

judicial and legislative powers.
Such powers include the ability to
challenge the laws, policies and pro-
grams of countries that do not con-
form to WTO rules. What emerges
from this is “a world governing
body for and by transnational cor-
porations,” according to Clarke.
There is no direct connection made
to everyday people affected by the
actions of corporations.

However, the WTO claims to
be involved more democratically. If
there is a dispute between countries,
the WTO can directly influence
government policy. The Dispute
Settlement Body, consisting of all
members, decides if a country has
broken a rule and in some cases
forces them to conform.

Recall December 1999, the
WTO met in Seattle to discuss ne-
gotiations among its 134 member
countries. Cassin Elliot, member of
the Youth for Environmental Action
Network was actually there. He
claims the activists who stood their
ground in Seattle, were partaking in
peaceful protesting for direct action.

Unfortunately, there were
some vandals and unruly people
causing problems. Yet, the police
perpetuated the ‘riots.” Pepper spray,
tear gas and rubber bullets were
used by the police “in their riot to
control the protestors” said Elliot.

The Council of Canadians is
an independent, nonprofit, nonpar-
tisan organization. They do not take
money from corporations or gov-
ernment, as they believe that would

2
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compromise their goals.

Jennifer Story, the Council’s
Health Protection campaigner, has
successfully fought against geneti-
cally engineered food. She began
her discussion by asking the audi-
ence “is economic profit killing the
planet?”

Though not everyone has nec-
essarily heard about Genetically
Engineered (GE) foods, Canadians
have been involuntarily taking part
in a food experiment driven by the
GE food industry.

Genetic engineering involves
joining together the DNA from or-
ganisms that would never naturally
breed. Genes from one organism
(possibly a fish) are spliced and in-
jected into the cell of a host organ-
ism (possibly a tomato). Yet, Story
claims that the technology is unsta-
ble, and those promoting it may be
operating under outdated assump-
tions about how genes work. The
result is the creation of “foods” that
may be pest-resistant, or pesticide-
resistant. It is a worry that if these
crops become ubiquitous, and if
they spread into wild populations,
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we could face crops failures and
environmental devastation.

The European Union (EU) is
a good example for the possibility
of keeping GE foods out of Cana-
dian grocery stores. The EU wants
GE foods labelled and refuses to
import any GE crops. However,
Canada and the United States are
big promoters of the trade in geneti-
cally engineered products. The Ca-
nadian government, apparently sid-
ing along with Monsanto — the
maker of GE seeds, pesticides, and
Bovine Growth Hormone — has not
supported the labelling of GE foods,
or consumer bans to hinder GE
trade. ;

Story claims that as much as
70 percent of prepackaged goods
“may contain” GE food. In Canada,
57 percent of the canola, 45 percent
of the corn and 25 percent of the
soya produced are genetically en-
gineered. The consumption of these
products can be considered an ex-
periment on Canadians because
there has been testing of its long-
term effects on human health. An-
other major issue is that no one

)ID YOU KNOW?

The temperature on earth is regulated by a system called the greenhouse
effect. This natural phenomenon is caused by water vapour and other gases
in the atmosphere. As energy is used it adds fo the gas in the atmosphere,
increasing earth’s temperature. An estimated 60 to 65 percent of greenhouse gas emissions

are energy by-products, which can cause shifts in rainfall and weather patterns, increases
in sea level, create risks to wildlife and humans, and alter growing seasons.

Here's what you can do to decrease your energy use:

e Use natural light os the primary source whenever possible
e Turn off your lights when they are not needed

e Seal off or separate unused or storage areas to keep in the heat

*  Turn off your computer when not in use — screen savers on computers are used to
avoid screen burn; they are not energy savers. In fact, some consume even more energy.
*  Use cold water instead of hot whenever possible
*  Maintain your car fo ensure fuel-efficiency and low pollution emissions

*  Accelerate and decelerate smoothly — speeding can use up to 25 percent more fuel
than driving at the speed limit |

\ ~» (ar pool, take the bus, bike or walk to school

knows what may happen if GE
crops cross-pollinate with other
plants. There has not been a seri-
ous addressing of how GE organ-
isms may damage our health, and
the health of the environment.

Furthermore, several global
corporations, Monsanto, Dow, and
DuPont dominate the GE food in-
dustry. They promise the possibili-
ties of solving world hunger as a
justification for GE technology. Yet
some suggest that the problem of
world hunger has little to do with
the gross amount of food produced,
but rather can be contributed to its
unequal distribution world wide —
a problem which may be exacer-
bated by the corporate control of the
world’s food supply.

Jennifer Story put it best
when she emphatically stated “we
aren’t convinced that your science
is sound. We need evidence of
safety before we can accept it ver-
sus evidence that it is harmful be-
fore we can say no.”

As Jennifer Story said;
“Think global act local.”
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WTO: Trading the environment?

BY KIP KEEN

The World Trade Organiza-
tion (WTO) has been in the news a
lot lately. It is the subject of much
talk among activists, especially
when the conversation turns to how
it will effect the environment. But
before we jump into that messy
soup, here’s a little background info
for those who don’t know much
about the WTO.

The WTO is an organization
that regulates trade. In its own
words it is “a forum for countries
to thrash out their differences on
trade issues.” Although the WTO
did not come into existence until the
early 1990s, the basic trade laws it
enforces are those that were adhered
to by a previous trade umbrella
known as the General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). Now
over a hundred countries abide by
these trade rules.

What makes the WTO so
revolutionary compared to any of
its predecessors is its structure and
power.

Every two or so years it has a
Ministerial Conference where all
the members attend to discuss new
agreements on trade, such as they
- did at the recent and notorious

VERMI-COMPOSTING

uo AIR VENTS

Seattle conference. Beneath this
general governing body lies the
General Council, the backbone of
the organization. From this council
stems all the other committees, and
where countries, as previously men-
tioned “thrash out their differences”
through the Dispute Settlement
Body.

Nations can bring forward a
complaint to this body if they think
that another WTO member’s trade
policies are unfair. Three unelected
trade experts hear the case and de-
cide on whether or not the accused’s
trade policies are fair. If they believe
those policies to be unfair, they pe-
nalize that country with very costly
fines, making it in their best inter-
est to change those trade practices
deemed unfair.

How does this affect the en-
vironment? According to the WTO,
part of its mandate is “to identify
the relationship between trade
measures and environmental meas-
ures in order to promote sustainable
development.” It outlines one of its
ruling parameters in respect to the
environment as being the following:

“WTO competency for policy
coordination in this area is limited
to trade and those trade related as-
pects of environmental policies

How does vermicomposting work?

Vermi-composting is composting with worms. Save your ‘yucks’ for later — worms are
magnificently efficient little recylcers of waste!
These worms transform soil and decaying plant material into an excellent plant ferfilizer.
Your food waste will disappear while your worms produce soil.
To start recycling your food waste with worms, you need to buy or construct a worm bin
and get a few pounds of red worms. The number of worms you need depends on how
many pounds of worm food your house generates each week. If you stock your worm bin
with two pounds of worms (about 2000), it should be able o process a pound of food scraps a day.

You can feed your worms small amounts every few days or their whole week’s food supply at one time. Be
careful not to overfeed the worms. They can be fed manure, compost, kitchen waste (fruit, vegetable, pasta,
coffee grinds with filters, tea bags) paper (cardboard, newspaper,
craft paper, paper towels, efc.) but not meat, dairy, or dog doo-doo.
Large items, such as broccoli stalks, should be cut up. To fed the
worms move some bedding aside, add your food waste and then
cover it back up. Each time you feed the worms bury the food scraps
in a different part of the bin. Worms will eat both the food and the

N
Bin (12" high X
T 16" desp X 247
LEAVES long)
e ~ rerwe hedding, producing a dark, crumbly soil — usually in one to four
e = et @9 months. Now it is fime fo harvest your vermicompost. The soil
or tray ™ Holes fo lot moisture ascops

Send your questions, comments, or crazy rantings to greengirl@Xweb.ns.ca.

contains a wealth of soil nutrients that are great for indoor gardens
— check out the center spread for more information! Ha ha.

which may result in significant trade
effects for its members. In other
words, it is not intended that the
WTO should become an environ-
mental agency. Nor should it get
involved in reviewing national en-
vironmental priorities, setting envi-
ronmental standards or developing
global policies on the environment.
That will continue to be the task of
national governments and other in-
ter-governmental organizations bet-
ter suited to the task.”

However it goes on to say that
in matters concerning trade:

“Non discrimination is the
cornerstone of secure and predict-
able market access and undistorted
competition....Subject to that re-
quirement being met, WTO rules
place essentially no constraints on
the policy choices available to a
country to protect its own environ-
ment.”

Non discrimination is key in
WTO directives. All trade must be
fair. This is where warning lights
start flashing for some.

The International Institute for
Sustainable Development comes up
with this example. If you had two
different types of paper, one pro-
duced with bleach and the other
without, under WTO rules you

%

trips, field sports, equestrian.

Summer Camp Jobs in the U.S.A.

Lakeside Residential Girls Camp in Maine

Visas Arranged

Counselors: Combined childcare/teaching. Must be able to teach or lead one or more
of the following activities: gymnastics, tennis, swim, sail, canoe, water ski, arts (including
stained glass, sewing, jewelry, wood, photo), dance, music, theatre, archery, wildemess

Service Workers: Maintenance, laundry, office, kitchen.
Non-smokers. June 18 to August 24. Attractive salary (US) plus travel allowance. Send
resume (C.V.) including phone number to:

Kippewa, Box 340,

Westwood, Massachusetts, 02090-0340, U.S.A.
e-mail: kippewa@tiac.net | tel: 781-762-8291 | fax: 781-255-7167

could not accept the importation of
only the non bleached paper (which
is better for the environment). The
institute writes that “the inability to
discriminate on the basis of how a
good is produced is one of the fun-
damental conflicts between the
GATT law and sustainable develop-
ment.” The same would go for non
shade grown coffee, and shade
grown coffee, among many other
products.

So does the WTO jeopardize
a nation’s ability to set their own
environmental policy? In theory the
WTO does not. Among its many
legal clauses lies article twenty,
which according to the WTO allows
a “member legitimately to place its
public health and safety and na-
tional environmental goals ahead of
its general obligations not to raise
trade restrictions or to apply dis-
criminatory trade measures.” The
article specifically says a country
may do what is “necessary to pro-
tect human, animal, or plant life”
and to further protect non renewable
resources, even, in theory, if it gets
in the way of trade. However, the
matter is not so straightforward.

For example, a few years ago
the United States was brought to the
Dispute body by Thailand, Malay-
sia, and other countries over its ban
on the importation of shrimp that
were not caught with TEDs (Turtle
Excluder Devices). The U.S. had
initiated the ban because certain sea
turtles on the endangered species list
were being seriously jeopardized by
the shrimping industry’s catching
methods. Under the ban, the States
outlined that it would only import

shrimp from countries that they cer-
tified as compliant with U.S stand-
ards. At the hearings the US tried to
defend themselves under article
twenty, but were rejected by the
panel for several reasons, among
which was that the article was only
to be used if absolutely “necessary.”
Furthermore, because the U.S was
partially biased in the countries it
had certified, having excluded some
countries who were up to crack, the
panel felt that ich the U.S. was be-
ing unfair. As aresult, they said that
article twenty “only allows mem-
bers to derogate (deviate) from Gatt
provisions so long as, in doing so,
they do not undermine the WTO
multilateral trading system.” Other
cases have subsequently been de-
cided similarly.

Some say that the WTO still
needs to play a crucial, but limited,
role in the world. At a recent forum
on the WTO and Seattle, Elizabeth
May, environmentalist, writer, ac-
tivist and lawyer, eluded to just that.
She is adamant that the WTO needs
to undergo some serious changes as
its current structure gives it too
much power. May outlines the ma-
jor problems with the WTO to in-
clude the following; that decisions
are made behind closed doors, that
experts on trade law are making
decisions on scientific issues out-
side of their field, and that the world
is subjected to the rule of trade law.

If nations are to have sover-
eignty over environmental issues,
than the WTO needs to stick to the
forum of trade, or as Elizabeth put
it, “play in their own sandbox and
stop grabbing everyone else’s toys.”

You want jazz! We got jazz!

‘Dark End of the Street
Mondays, 9-11 p.m.

Host: Lamont McLachlan

the beginnings: early jazz and
blues, spoken word, worldbeat
music, and special guests

Swing It Cats!
Thursdays, 7-9 a.m.
Host: Brian Clancy

Jazz from the 205 to the end of the 605

CKDU 97.5 FM
4th floor, Dalhousie SUB 6136 University Ave., Halifax, NS B3H 4J2
Office: 494-6479; Sales: 494-1250; Fax: 494-1110
Email: ckdufm(@is2.dal.ca  URL: http://is2.dal.ca/~ckdufm
24-HOUR REQUEST LINE: 494-2487

CKDU 97.5 FM... Dalhousie's campus and community radio station... 5
watts of mammoth power... children’s, jazz, classical, industrial, punk al
pop, rap, r&b, hip hop, alt rock, indie rock, heavy metal, electronica, sks
reggae, funky, contemporary, experimental, folk, alt country, gospel, celtic
world beat, Pagan, Christian, Arabic, Polish, Greek, Indian, Egyptiar
Bhangra, French, Sri Lankan, Islamic, Eritrean, current affairs, the BB
news, community announcements, cool interviews, food issues and recipes
local issues, international issues, environmental issues, women issue
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BY PATRICK

It’s green, natural, has a strong aroma, and it can be expensive. Know by a variety of names, including cheeba, marijana, ganja,
pot, weed, dope, pokalolo, reefer, hemp, budda, herb, chronic, doobies, fat bat, amongst others, it is also known by a lot as a curse, a
plague that is pushing people into a life of crime and depravity, and to others, a blessing that adds a pleasant spin on everyday life.

With millions of dollars spend on the war on marijuana in North America, the availability of pot should have declined over the
last few decades, but that is not the case. The use of marijuana is steadily growing around the world, and the push to have the drug
legalized for medicinal and even recreational use is growing rapidly. The number of recreational marijuana use of people between the
ages of 16 and 59 has doubled since the beginning of the 80s, according to a story published on Marijuanamagazine.com.

In the US, several states have loosened their stance on pot. Six states have recently allowed for the possession of marijuana to be
legal for medicinal purposes, following the example of California’s long-time relaxed stance on medicinal marijuana. The Seattle
Police Department has even recently adapted a guideline for police procedure when encountering a marijuana grower, to ensure that
someone growing for medicinal purposes, with proper qualifications, is not wrongfully apprehended.

Laws like this make it a lot simpler for people who use pot for medicinal purposes to do so without too much scrutiny from drug
enforcement, but it also is allowing an illegal drug to be legal for certain people, obscuring the once clear governmental stance on pot.

And where did the pre-conceived notions of the effects of marijuana come from? Looking through the media and the govern-
ments presentation of marijuana through the last 100 years, the truth becomes apparent.

In the 1970s, tests of marijuana used on lab rats produced a fear that the use of marijuana blew holes in the brains of its users. The
study, although inconclusive, was enough for put fear into the opposition for legalized pot. In 1968, a report on the effects of marijuana
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Specialized marijuana-related sites

www.nowonline.com/maryjane/do_dance.html (Weed-lovin' authors)
http://members.xoom.com/seedlink/index.htm (Seed banks)
http://directory.netscape.com/Society/Issues/Drugs/
ProlLegalization/Marijuana (Marijuana search engine)

General interest marijuana sites

www.grandpaspotbook.com/
www.marijuana-hemp.com/cwd/index.html
www.angelfire.com/fl2/dmcguire/index.html
www.newscientist.com/nsplus/insight/drugs/marijuana/thedop
www.marijuanamagazine.com/

was released, dispelling the myth that its use caused violent crime or aggression, anti-social behaviour or mental breakdown. The report,
called the Wootton Report, was not well publicized at the time of its release, and the results got very little attention.

These misconceptions were perpetuated by anti-drug campaigns that portrayed marijuana users as criminals and junkies, and the mes-
sage that only losers smoke pot

“People who know nothing about pot, who have never smoked it, have a bad impression of it because of what they were told,” said
Dalhousie University student Rory Tweedie. “They rely on old propaganda, like [the movie] Reefer Madness, that made pot look like a
harmful drug that changed people into something bad.”

The concept of a marijuana overdose has also been proven impossible. The Wootton Report calculated that it would require about a
pound and a half of cannabis to cause someone to fatally overdose.

A report by the World Health Organization (WHO) determined that marijuana not only was less of a health hazard than cigarettes and
alcohol, but that someone that used pot on the same scale as alcohol or tobacco would suffer less medical repercussions, according to
NewScientist.com. The report, which was the first report on cannabis done by the WHO since 1984, also highlighted instances where violence
and crime could be directly linked to alcohol — a legal substance — whereas no cases were linked to cannabis — an illegal substance.

But despite all the evidence that cannabis is not the brain-killing monster it was once thought to be, the opposition to legalization in any
degree is huge. In the US, opposition has arisen from anyone from religious groups to First Ladies. Nancy Reagan made a concentrated move
against drugs, including marijuana, with her Just Say No campaign, which is still being repeated in the US.

One of the problems expressed by opposition to legalization for medicinal purposes is the argument that smoking marijuana — one of
the most effective methods of consumption — is too detrimental to the respiratory system to justify medicinal use. However, several compa-
nies are presently in the process of developing inhalers similar to that of asthma inhaler, designed specifically for marijuana consumption.

The problem with weed as seen by some is when it becomes another substance to abuse. It is felt that while occasional smokers pose no
threat to themselves or others, but chronic smokers are doing irreparable damage.

“It is a form of substance abuse. Abuse, beyond use, is detrimental physically and mentally,” said Const. Peter Keirstead of the RCMP
Drug Awareness force. “Public awareness is the best way to deal with weed, to give good information so that people can make educated
decisions for themselves. People who want to just legalize [marijuana] don’t look at both sides.”

The wide-scale popularity of the drug also insures that its availability remains relatively constant. “[Large seizures in Halifax] don’t
really make much of a difference,” said Keirstead. “The demand for [marijuana] means it will just come from somewhere else.”

So where does the war on pot go from here? With such a divergence in opinion and lack of sufficient education, who knows? The
benefits of medicinal marijuana need to be looked at without the stigmatized perception of its effects before our culture will be able to look at
legal recreational drug use. :

Even living examples are of little use. The Dutch, for one, legalized small amounts of personal possession of marijuana in 1976, and
even have designated places for consumption, but whether or not this has a negative or positive effect has never been agreed upon. There are
those who feel that the Dutch have opened themselves up to a barrage of harder drugs, claiming that marijuana is a ‘gateway’ drug, leading to
other, more harmful drugs. There are also those that feel that the legalization of pot has made the Netherlands a more pleasant relaxed
atmosphere, and has opened their culture to.a more profound development. ... JPRCSDURIHDS PRSP MERE - VR

The present situation has to change, however. The illegality of pot means nothlng other than the people that are consumlng it, for the
most part, are being labelled criminals.

Pot-related movies Pot-references in TV Musicians for pot

Half Baked That 70 Show Crypress Hill
All Cheech and Chong The Cosby Show Tom Petty
Homegrown Degrassi High Dr Dre

Easy Rider The Wonder Years Willie Nelson
Dazed and Confused - WKRP Bob Marley
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Jumping the gun

Last week, an article in the
Gazette suggested that the Nova
Scotia Education Minister Jane
Purves would like to reward stu-
dents with free tuition for their fi-
nal year.

That’s if she had the money.

She doesn’t.

So, if the gov-
ernment doesn’t have
the money to even pay
one year of students’
tuition, how can we expect them to
provide “grants, not loans” as sug-
gested by Access 2000 walk-out two
weeks ago, spearheaded by the Ca-
nadian Federation of Students
(CFS)?

According to the Nova Scotia
council of higher education, the
government says it can’t even af-
ford to pay for one year’s worth of
students’ tuition. And we’re asking
for them to provide us with grants
that will pay for all of it. Let’s be
realistic here. We're not getting it.

Maybe we need to focus our
attention elsewhere. Come up with
a solution the government can han-
dle. It’]l be a start at least.

I'm not disagreeing with hav-
ing a walk-out to protest rising tui-
tion, but I do question the strategy
of asking for grants instead of loans.
Mostly because I know it’s not go-
ing to happen.

Those who believe the gov-
ernment can easily afford grants
must also believe it’s well within
their grasp to provide free tuition for
the graduating year. So why don’t
we all work together and campaign
for something to that effect? Start

EDITORIAL

small and work upwards.

Grants aren’t a solution the
government is going to buy. Grants
essentially mean having the govern-
ment pay for students’ tuition. How
many people honestly believe the
government is going to do this?

But if we start campaigning
for something on a smaller scale that
will help students, we might actu-
ally get somewhere. And from there
we could move forward to bigger
and better things — like grants.

Having a year’s worth of tui-
tion, especially for your final year,
isn’t a bad idea. That’s the year you
need it most. Your savings are shot.
Your yearly loans are getting
smaller (while the grand total keeps
getting bigger) and the workload is
getting harder, making it more dif-
ficult to juggle jobs. :

With the final year paid for,
that would be 12 months where stu-
dents could save money. There
would still be rent and food and
other necessities, but at least the
tuition and books for that year
would be covered. When you gradu-
ate and immediately have to start
paying back loans, at least you
would have had 12 months to pre-
pare for it. That’s got to be a big
help.

And it’s something the gov-
ernment might actually be interested
in if we lobbied enough.

An election campaign plat-

form in the last provincial election
in Saskatchewan promised the first
year of post-secondary would be
free for all students. But I have to
agree with DSU council executive
Mark Galley when he said “[that’s]
going to make the class sizes swell-
ing.” It would force university en-
try level requirements to increase
Jjust to keep the number of first year
students down. And think of all the
people who’d go to school to kill a
year while trying to figure out what
to do with their lives. It’d be a free
ride.

But that final year. Just think
about it. It’s a reward for getting so
far and committing yourself to your
work. You could argue that loan re-
mission programs are the same
thing, but that doesn’t cover all the
costs that a year of tuition would.

I’'m not just saying this be-
cause I might graduate next year. If
the Nova Scotia government said
today they’d pay for the final year
of university, I wouldn’t apply. I'm
from another province. But if all
provincial governments offered to
do it, or better yet, the federal gov-
ernment offered to do it, so all stu-
dents could benefit, then we’d be
laughing. And we’d be on our way
to more accessible education. It’d
be one step forward, and from there
we could pressure for something
else.

This is just one solution. But
it’s a smaller and more realistic so-
lution than asking the government
for grants. And that means we might
actually get somewhere with it.

Lee Pitts

Comments?
email your comments to:
gazette @is2.dal.ca
or Rm 312 SUB

contributors

For advertising information, call 494-6532, 9am to S5pm daily.
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OPINIONS

The cell phone
menace

LONDON, ON (CUP) — Of
all the 20th Century gadgets, the
most annoying has to be the cell
phone.

While I understand that some
people just want to be wired to the
world at all times, the cell phone has
become an intrusive force in today’s
society. The cell phone is spawning
a new generation of rudeness, in
young and old alike.

Take, for example, the other
day when my wife, youngster and I
decided to treat ourselves to break-
fast. We weren’t seated 15 minutes
when some guy decided to make a
cell phone call. Now that isn’t bad
in itself, but for this person to leave
his table to get up and walk around
in a restaurant talking on the phone
is downright rude.

If a call was absolutely nec-
essary, this person should have re-
moved himself from his table —
and from the presence of other pa-
trons — and headed to the lobby
where he could conduct a phone
conversation properly. But not in the
middle of a restaurant.

This isn’t a new phenomena
either. It seems every time I go out
for a coffee there is always some ass
making or receiving a call. A call

that 99.9 percent of the time could .

have waited.

And if you haven’t noticed,
those on cell phones tend to talk
louder so that everyone, including
those outside the building, can hear
them.

While many may think it
looks cool to talk on a cell, most
times you look silly. I suppose it’s
all part of the 21st Century. You
can’t go anywhere without being in
contact with everyone imaginable.

I’ve seen various editorial
comics sharing the view that cell
phones should be banned from pub-
lic places, namely theatres and res-
taurants. Frankly, I support that
view. Cell phones have become a
menace that needs to be curbed.

One of the most pathetic sites
I have ever seen was the lonely girl
at a restaurant, fork in hand chat-
ting away on a cell phone, At the
time I thought this person must be
very lonely for a dinner companion
if she’d actually make a phone call
through dinner. Then it dawned on
me that she’s eating alone because
no one wants to eat with someone
so wrapped up in themselves and
their cell phone.

Welcome to the “me” genera-

John Said

tion!

CHOCOLATE NUT COOKIES

(makes about 48)

cup unsalted butter (room temperature)

cup sugar

cup brown sugar

cups flour

teaspoon baking soda

teaspoon salt
large eggs

teaspoons vanilla
1/2 cup white chocolate chips
1/2 cup semi-sweet chocolate chips
1/2 cup chopped nuts

Preheat oven fo 325° F. Beat butter until light and fluffy (3 min-
utes). Add both sugars and beat until well combined. In a separate
bowl, combine flour, salt and baking soda. Add eggs and vanilla to
butter mixture, beat until smooth (2 minutes). Add flour mixture in
3 additions. Stir in chocolate and nuts. Place on ungreased baking
sheets by the tablespoon (1” apart) and bake10-12 minutes.
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Oh yeah, that’s it. Give it to
me baby. Common. Hurry. Hurry
hard. Hard. Hard. Hard.
Hurrrayyyy...

Porn? Curling? Or a candi-
date looking for votes? I love it
when a great coincidence erupts like
so many teenage wet-dreams. This
week marked Valentine’s Day —
that annual Hallmark-moment when
guys forget to doubt its significance,
and girls mourn getting dick-all
from all-dick, even when they know

February 17, 2000

better than to expect much else. It
also marks the return of student un-
ion elections another annual
event like a festering cold-sore that
burns the lip of society, oozing with
puss, etc. etc. Much like love-day
(or gag-day for the more evolved
single-types), students forget to
doubt the significance of elections,
and candidates mourn getting dick-
all from voters, even though they
don’t expect much else.

Both events? Pointless. We

need a day to waste paper on cards
like we need a month to waste pa-
per on posters. Yeah, real necessary.
But you have to wonder why we
keep coming back for more — more
love, more elections, more crap.
Valentine’s Day: you walk
around wishing “happy...” to all like
it has meaning or value. If you need
a corporately-dictated day to ex-
press your affection, then there are
no real affections (except maybe in
a platonic or animal-human-plant

Choking to death on
cigarette smoke

EDMONTON (CUP) — So
how about I light up a bunch of toxic
waste and then blow it around in the
room? Would you like that? I hope
most people would have the good
sense to leave the room, and that
someone would kick me in the head
for endangering other peoples lives.

But that’s not what happens.

No, we non-smokers sit po-
litely and remain courteous while
someone lights up a cigarette. As
one who is not often prone to tell-
ing others what to do or how to live,
[ find myself simply sitting back in
my chair and trying hard not to
cough.

That would be impolite.

The other side of this etiquette
demands that smokers, for instance,
delay lighting up around the dinner
table until all have finished eating.
I am told that some people are both-
ered by other people’s smoking
while they eat. This makes sense
enough to me. I would even con-
sider it courtesy were it not for the
fact that I happen to be bothered by
smoke whether I'm eating or not.

What difference does it make
if a smoker is slowly killing me
while I'm eating or while I'm sip-
ping my coffee afterwards? This
bullshit etiquette exists so smokers
can feel less guilty about the harms
that they are inflicting on others.

If there was any substance to
this etiquette, then people would
smoke outside. Even being in the
same building as a smoker is harm-
ful to an extent, if the air is re-cir-

culated, to say nothing of walking
past smoking areas -and being sub-
Jected to the stench.

People have argued that
smoking causes harm to smokers’
lungs and hearts, and that smoking
causes harm to other people through
second-hand smoke. Now this is no
news flash. But try this on for size:
smoking is retarded. Yes, that is a
news flash. It must be since so many
people don’t see the problem with
it.

I guess you’ ve got to see how
the other half lives before you know
what’s really going on. So picture
this: I'm sitting, voluntarily, in a
smallish room with a whole load of
smokers puffing away like Rene
Levesque. At the time [ am annoyed
by the difficulty I’'m having with
breathing. ¢ =T

But the real joy comes the
next day when I crawl out of bed
feeling like I have ash in my sinuses.
Coughing, I stagger my way into the
bathroom for a shower and find that
the smell of burnt tobacco is follow-
ing me around. The shit is in my
skin. It’1l take a few days before 1
feel clean again.

Having never been a smoker
I can only imagine that one must get
used to that kind of feeling. But
what happens when you need to run
to catch a bus? What happens when
you kiss someone?

If people start smoking be-
cause it’s cool, then lung cancer and
heart disease are cool by inevitable
extension. If people keep smoking

o PREE_ES
STUDENT MARKET
~ INFORMATION!

Stop throwing valuable advertising dollars out the window! Focus your

marketing efforts and reap the rewards! Spend less money and be
seen by the market that makes your business work!

Every second year, our national advertising agency spends dlose fo
$50,000 fo study the Canadion Student Market. Normally you would
have o pay Kundreds or even thousands of dollars to.?et this kind of
information but we are giving it away for free. Even i you never
advertise with the Dalhousie Gazette, this student-specific information
will improve your understanding of the student market.

' Ifyou own asmall business and wantto reveal the

mysteries of the student market call now!
494-6532

because it’s addictive, they must
love the way it slowly weakens their
body. If people smoke to relieve
stress, then stress is ok. I don’t un-
derstand any of this.

But if people want to do this
to themselves, let them. I'm not
going to tell them to stop. But I do
demand that they stop doing it to
me.

Don Iveson
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OPINIONS
Between the ballot and the bedroom

way).

Similarly, when you walk
around telling people to vote, no one
cares. I'm less likely to vote than a
beaver. Same for most when it
comes to student elections. If you
need a 60s-style constitutionally-
imposed set of elections, just to pro-
vide a whipping-post for university
administration, then there is neither
a union nor democracy.

And that’s link — union. “I
join you, Mr. Prez, with you stu-
dents, in socialist matrimony.” Stu-
dent elections are supposed to unite
students in one common goal —
protection from individualism and
separation. Academics is an isolat-
ing activity — it’s lonely. Some re-
main TheAcademic-Bachelor, stuck

: in a book, for the duration of their

years. Why not try to fix them up at
the dating service of student poli-
tics? “Pick up the phone, we’re all
alone.” Why not inspire fraternity,
etc. in your fellow students and
make them care, not about politics,
but about each other. Touching re-
ally.

Well I say “don’t touch me in
my special place.” The campus bar
has a more unionizing effect than
elections and it’s not the place, it’s

< p "
“Gettin' those warm furries.

the booze. Again, like Valentine’s
Day, you can make anyone or any-
thing look good after the right dose
of tequila. Sure, you’ll go home to-
gether and have a passionate,
drunken union, but the next morn-
ing, all that’s left is two singles, some
empty- bottles, and a bizarre green
smell emanating from the bathroom.
Sure, people and elections look good
now, but wait for the hang-over.

But, most don’t participate in
democratic intoxication. They let
well enough alone, do their work
(unlike those running for office) and
lack the hangover. There is no hango-
ver, no consequences. It’s like a new
year’s bash where you go through
one tough night and forget it till the
next year. Ya get all fancy-like, screw
around, and expect it to all work out.

Yeah. Drunken fantasies rarely
work so nice outside the sheets. Put
down your cards, your boxof-choco-
lates-of-life, your Gazette editorials.
Don’t confuse union and love,
invalid and valid, card holiday and
reality. Don’t mix water and wine,
education and politics.

Don’t drink and drive.

Don’t love and vote.

Tristan Stewart-Robertson
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BY BRIAN PETTIGREW

The pink stage lighting was
fucking guitarist Mark Mullane up:
he couldn’t see the light on his ef-
fect pedal. Curse number one.

Halfway through the set he
broke a string. Curse number two.

And even though a lot of peo-
ple showed up to watch them play,
North of America didn’t get called
back for an encore (the low key
cover band playing the same night
at the Palace got to play “Summer
of 69” as an encore...). Curse
number three.

As the name of their album
says, these songs are cursed.

Halifax math-rockers North
of America played with Neuseiland
to a full house on Friday night at
the Marquee. The place filled up
around 11 p.m.with good-hearted,
wet people (read: Haligonian down-
pour). Neuseiland took the stage
with Indie Rock veterans Tim
Stewart of Kid Twist (formerly of
Coyote and Bubaiskull) playing
bass; Charles Austin, of the now-
defunct Super Friendz, on guitar;
Joel Plaskett of Halifax indierock
legend Thrush Hermit beat drums;
while Drew Yamada, also of Super
Friendz fame and Andrew
Glencross of Al Tuck and No Ac-

phatos by Jenn Bethune

Buy an Entree

and a regular size
Coca-Cola product

at reqular price &

receive any appetizer
for half price
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tion switched back and forth be-
tween guitar and 127 organ. Natu-
rally, they put on a heck of a show.

Before the show, I got a
chance to talk to Jay LaPointe, the

guitar engine ear for North of

America, who said the band has
been enjoying their recent success
in Halifax and is anxious to get on
the road again to preach their good
evil mathematical sounds across the
country, in the U.S., and in Ger-
many. He compared their recent
luck to being in a bar 24 hours a day
with some idiot trying to buy your
affection with booze and kill you
with smokes.

February 17, 2000

North of America and Neuseiland
at the Marquee

Lapointe grew anxious when
[ told him to break his legs, and his
anxiety mixed with nausea as he
stared at the colour of the walls at
the Marquee. He left my company
and went backstage to smoke, drink
and relax.

North of America hit the
stage a little before midnight, eas-

ing into their set with a mixture of

melancholy and thunderific sounds.

The layering of powerful gui-
tar chords, simple but catchy bass
lines, and a drum beat that perfect
time with brilliant fills and cymbal
crashes filled the top floor of the
Marquee with a harmony of noise.

PURCHASE A

2 PIECE FISH & CHIPS
& A 600ML
COCA-COLA PRODUCT

& RECEIVE THE 2ND ENTREE
OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE
& A 600ML COCA-COLA PRODUCT

=N\ FOR HALF PRICE!

”-mums

Coupon required
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BY PETER WOODS

Arriving in our very own
Rebecca Cohn Theatre last Tuesday
was the “world’s foremost mental-
ist,” The Amazing Kreskin. As part
of a six date Maritime tour, the en-
tertainer dazzled the audience with
incredible feats of the mind and a
rare combination of wit and show-
manship.

The show began with a vari-
ety of basic magic tricks and two
and a half hours
later showed no sign
of slowing as
Kreskin revealed an
incredible ability to
guess audience
member’s phone
numbers,  birth
dates, names of friends and rela-
tives, not to mention a hilarious
demonstration of hypnotism.

Kreskin has become known
around the world for his uncanny
ability to read the thoughts of audi-
ence members through a variety of
routines that go way beyond run of
the mill magic tricks. Despite an
overt presence of skepticism at the
Halifax show (one audience mem-
ber was reamed from the stage by
Kreskin for suggesting a press pho-
tographer was supplying him with
direction), Kreskin’s not afraid to
put his money where his mouth is.

A regular highlight of
Kreskin’s routine is to have his
cheque for the night hidden by au-
dience volunteers anywhere in the
theatre. He then has to find it or for-
feit it. Despite performing this trick
thousands of times and having the
cheque stashed in a few extraordi-
nary places — once inside a turkey,
this night down the cast an audience
member had on his leg — Kreskin
has only failed the challenge nine
times.

In a conversation after the
show Kreskin explained how he
first noticed this ability in himself.

“In third grade our teacher did
not let us go out and play because it
was raining outside so we played a
game called ‘hot and cold.” I was
disappointed that the teacher didn’t
pick me so I went to my grandpar-
ents house and told my brother
‘Joey hide a penny.” But I forgot to
tell him to say if I was getting hot
or cold.

“] walked into my uncle’s
room, climbed on an old chair,

reached behind the curtain rod and
pulled out the penny. My grandpar-
ent’s must have thought this guy’s
got the evil eye. They didn’t know
what to think.”

Soon after discovering his tel-
epathic abilities, Kreskin began to
perform publicly. By grade’s nine
and ten he was putting on concerts
at his high school and was billed as
“The World’s Youngest Hypnotist.”

“Forgetr the facisy the....
iMmagination is more imporrant.”

— Alpert Einstein

His career has since spanned
five decades, produced numerous
television series as well as eight
books.

To Kreskin’s credit, he seems
to deliberately distance his shows
from the smoke and mirror cheesy-
ness that has become modern magic
thanks to performers like David
Copperfield.

Kreskin doesn’t rely on a
magic wand and flashy sets to pro-
pel his stage show — he doesn’t
need to. He’s obviously a man who
has accumulated an impressive
amount of knowledge about the
human mind and how it works.

What makes Kreskin’s show
even more intriguing is his belief
that everyone has the ability to send
and receive thoughts telepathically,
although as he has said “T've just
harnessed it.”

Kreskin’s latest stunt can be
found on his website
(amazingkreskin.com) and involves
him turning his power of perception
on himself. Hidden throughout the
website are 13 clues that when
pieced together reveal the date of
his death.

“Yes! Isn’t that wild!”
Kreskin responded when asked
about the site. “I'm going to be
around for a long time. Believe me,
it’s way off. I don’t look at the here-
after with any morbidity because I
believe in and my religion is based
on life continuing. Don’t look for
anything in the near future, it’s way
out there. But yes, the clues are
there.”

While Kreskin believes he’s
going to be performing for a long

time, the world received some sad
news on the day of the show; the
great Canadian magician Doug
Henning had passed away.

Henning and Kreskin had
written to each other since Henning
was attending university. Kreskin
was naturally saddened by the news
of his passing.

“To give him credit, he kept
his spirituality because whether we

believe in his faith or not,
Transcendal Meditation
became a part of his life.
He believed in the spir-
ituality of life. And at the
same time when he left
the field and became part
of the Transcendal Medi-
tation movement he kind of forgot
his beginnings — magic.

“But I'll tell you something
very sad. In the last nine months he
wanted to come back. But his spir-
ituality, I'm sure he’s benefiting
from it now more than ever. Very

fine man.”

At the beginning of the night,
I'd have to admit that I was attend-
ing the show for the same reason
many of the other audience mem-
bers were — I wanted to see how
he does it. I was skeptical.

By the end of my conversa-

tion with Kreskin I no longer cared
if his tricks were of the mind or
hand. I’ll leave it up to the man him-
self to say it best.

“For those who believe, no
explanation is necessary. For those
who do not, no explanation is pos-
sible.”
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Nova Scotia Public Interest Research Group

special general
‘meeting

Tuesday March 14, 2000

6:30pm

room 224 Dal SUB

Everyone Welcome!

for information contact nspirg@ 494-6662
nspirg@is2.dal.ca, room 314 Dal SUB
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BY TYLER HAWKINS

I like the beach, as much as
the next guy. There’s something
about the sand and sun combined
with endless sights that produce that
why-is-summer-so-short feeling.

Upon seeing the first few
breathtaking scenes of the beach
used as the set for the movie “The
Beach,” those summer feelings
drifted back as easily as the words
for “Surfin’ U.S.A.”

The island used for the film-
ing is called Phi Phi Le, a small is-
land off Phuket, Thailand. Accord-
ing to the director and producer,
Danny Boyle and Andrew
Macdonald respectively, “the beach

OPENS FEBRUARY 25 AT THE

was quite neglected but it had ex-
quisite white sand.” So, they played
god and planted over 100 coconut
trees and tampered with the sand
dunes in an attempt to beautify an
already heavenly island, hastening
the erosional patterns and essen-
tially washing the beach away. In
the meantime, they shot a pop-
movie.

Leonardo DiCaprio is hot.
With his shirt off and sporting a
sweet tan, DiCaprio powers his way
into an exciting yet haunting char-
acter portrayal. He plays Richard, a
young American backpacker who
arrives in Thailand with adventure
and his urbanized mind. He encoun-
ters a young French couple, Etienne

Undependable.

Unpredictable.

Unforgettal

5 HUNSON
HA\SON

TRES EVERYWHERE

(Guillaume Canet) and
Francoise(Virginie Ledoyen) along
with a crazed, sun ravaged traveler
named Daffy (Robert Carlyle).

Daffy describes to Richard,
basically within seconds of meeting,
a secret island, a perfect beach un-
interrupted by tourists. The day af-
ter, Richard finds a hand drawn map
to the island, pinned to his door, and
the dead body of Daffy in the next
room.

He persuades Etienne and
Francoise to come with him, and
they set off to the island — swim-
ming across open sea, crawling
past armed guards, who are actu-
ally farmers watching over fields
of dope, and finally jumping off a
gigantic waterfall.

What they discover on the is-

land that reminds me of the scene
from Easy Rider where Fonda and
Hopper get welcomed in to the hip-
pie commune.

Anyway, the island doesn’t
turn out to be all that perfect. Petty
Jjealousy and personal conflict fer-
ment to create rivalry and some
tragic events fragment the commu-
nity. Richard finds himself increas-
ingly isolated and disturbed, hav-
ing flashbacks of Daffy — (Why
did he really leave the island?).

I’m not going to give
anymore away, but I will say that
if you watch “Lord of the Flies”
and “Apocalypse Now” one after
the other, you might understand
what Doyle is trying to say. Sim-
ply, The Beach is about the inner
journey, the search for real emo-

We Want To
Hear From You!

Read our Platform and leave
your comments.

Vote For Change!

Feb 21,22,23

http://is2.dal.ca/~lbthomas

tion and answers, and each per-
son’s confrontation with their own
heart of darkness.

DiCaprio also entertains the
viewers with some sarcastic hu-
mour and his one captivating line,
“I will not die today!” coming
straight from an epic moment in
Braveheart.

One thing that still strikes me
as odd is why no one has taught
DiCaprio how to smoke properly.
He just doesn’t hold up to Sean
Penn, Robert Deniro, or Al Pacino,
who all demonstrate the cool way
to inhale.

So, what’s the verdict I say?
I liked it enough to suggest you see
this flick kids (unless you care about
big movie companies wrecking
pristine islands, then boycott it).

The
PRINCESS
BRIDE

Midhnight,
Saturday
February 19th
Oxford Theatre
$5. at the door

Proceeds to
Veith House
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Goin
The Whole

BY MARK EVANS

The Whole Nine Yards is one
of those movies that’s much funnier
than it deserves to be — although
that being said it still doesn’t de-
serve much.

The chances of this film rack-
ing up the $200 million-plus grosses
of Bruce Willis’ last two movies
(Armageddon, The Sixth Sense) are
as good as your chances of seeing
the Pope host a Protestant
fundraiser.

Bruce Willis hasn’t starred in
a comedy since North — and lord
knows that he shouldn’t be doing
any more based on its box office
performance — but he is still a
popular actor, although whether that
popularity can carry this film is de-
batable.

The plot in a nutshell in-
volves Willis playing Jimmy “The
Tulip” Tudeski, a contract killer on
the run from the mob who moves
next door to Nick “Oz” Oseransky
(Matthew Perry), a dentist who is
tied down to a domineering French
wife (Rosanna Arquette) and a ter-
rible accent. Oz wants to get a di-
vorce, but can’t due to a massive
debt incurred by his father-in-law.

Things aren’t quite as cut and
dried as the synopsis would suggest,
and there are a few clever turns to
the script. Most of the plot works
best if left as a surprise, so instead
I'll concentrate on the actors and
their performances — or lack
thereof.

First off, the good. Michael
Clarke Duncan proves that his work
in The Green Mile was not a one-
time accident. Playing a ‘colleague’
of Jimmy’s named Frankie, he’s the
most complex character in the film
and gets some of the movie’s better
laughs — and it doesn’t hurt that
his voice is just plain cool to listen
to.

Jill, Oz’s assistant, is played
by Amanda Peet, and her role is

February 17, 2000
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Sting takes
a stab at
Phil Collins
in Neptune
Theatre’s
Hamlet

Know when to hold
‘em, when to fold ‘em

takes his revenge at Neptune

The Gambler

BY GREG MCFARLANE

Sting, Phil Collins and even
Kenny Rogers.

Billy Idol was missing, but
the cast that took the stage for Nep-
tune’s production of Hamlet still
resembled the pantheon of 1980s
country and pop hitmakers. Hamlet
was played by a guy who looked
remarkably like Sting (Tom
Barnett); Hamlet’s uncle, Claudius,
was played by a Phil Collins
wannabe (Nigel Bennett); Hamlet’s
mother was Bette Midter (Nicola
Lipman); and the Gambler himself,
Kenny Rogers (Lee J. Campbell),
played the ghost of Hamlet’s dead
father. Even the lead singer from
Midnight Oil showed up to play
Polonius (Andrew Scorer).

And in what appears to be a
1920s setting, this all takes place.
The epic story — son loses father,
son finds out his uncle killed his
father; son exacts revenge on uncle
— doesn’t change, though. Hamlet
does pay for his vengeance, being
struck dead by the sword of Michael

Damian, or should I say Laertes
(Raoul Bhaneja).

The acting, for the most part,
is commendable. Barnett is note-
worthy as Hamlet. He plays the part
with a hint of lunacy in his eye, and
nowhere does that lunacy take com-
mand more than when he liberally
gropes Ophelia, played wonderfully
by a Debbie Gibson lookalike
(Patricia Zentilli). It was this vicious
rubdown that actually awoke my
friend and viewing partner from an
appreciated slumber, which was
brought about by the digestion of
the sandwich he bought from Sub-
way during the intermission.

He missed more decent act-
ing, too. Bennett is weasely as Clau-
dius, and Christopher Shore and
Geoff McBride are appropriate as
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, por-
trayed as two prep school kiss-ass
goof balls — too stupid to deceive
Hamlet, but smart enough to try to,
if only for the favour of a king.

But, with the switch to 1920s
garb (hey, again, I'm only speculat-

ing on the era), the play lost some
historical accuracy. First, Michael
Damian killing Sting makes no
sense. Damian sucked. He always
did. There’s no way he could kill
Sting, who although shitty now, was
excellent while with the Police. And
the Midnight Oil guy working in
tandem with Phil Collins? Self-
righteous indignation never mixes
with sappy studio pop, even with the
common interest of sedating Ham-
let at stake.

However, the production rec-
tifies itself at the end, when the
Midnight Oil guy, Michael Damian,
Sting and Phil Collins are killed —
because that is the state of their cur-
rent music/entertainment careers:
lifeless corpses lying on the floor.

But the ghost of Kenny
Rogers still stalks the night. Maybe
he’s pissed off that the whole Roast-
ers thing went awry but, at least in
this production of Hamlet, he gets
his revengz.

Now if he could only do
something about Michael Bolton...

equally as entertaining as Frankie’s.
Most of what happens to her char-
acter tends to be as prédictable as
the movie. But, there’s some very
clever work later on that makes up
for these mis-steps.

Matthew Perry, however,
seems incapable of playing any-
thing beyond variations on his char-
acter from Friends. Sure that’s all
that’s being asked of him here, but
that doesn’t excuse the fact that peo-
ple pay to see something other than
what they’re getting for free (?) on
television. His paranoid, wishy-
washy character is hardly even in-
teresting. Then, just when he looks
about to turn from that style, he goes
straight back into it.

Bruce Willis looks like he’s
just phoning this one in, getting his
chance to deliver some of the
cheesiest and mawkiest lines in the
film. To call him wasted here as
some mob figure who’s devoid of
any real personality would be let-
ting him off light. Having a poorly

First Annual

g (To)
Nine

Yards

written character is bad enough,
having him as the main character
and then doing nothing with him is
WOISE. :

Uneven is a good way to de-
scribe this script. About half the dia-
logue is funny or at least worth a
chuckle, the other half is pointless
and inane — a needless mobster
character done by Kevin Pollak il-
lustrates this perfectly.

Some of the physical humor
is funny, but a lot of it is insipid.
Trying to think of more than a hand-
ful of funny bits after the movie’s
ended is more difficult than it ought
to be for a supposed comedy.

Bottom Line: Since the funny
outdoes the unfunny by just a little
margin, I'll give this movie a rec-
ommendation by just a little mar-
gin. Two and a half stars. The movie
seems to be shooting for medioc-
rity and hits it square on. If you want
a true black comedy go rent Dr.
Strangelove or: How I Learned To
Stop Worrying And Love The Bomb.

-Canadian Undergraduate
Technology. Conference

Susan M. Puglic

NEORTEL

Waterloo

NETWORS

SUMMER EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
AT CAMP WAHANOWIN IN ONTARIO!

Camp Wahanowin on Lake Couchiching, 13 hours north of
Toronto is looking for enthusiastic, experienced, flexible
staff for a variety of positions including;

SUPPORT STAFF: Kitchen
Maintenance
Laundry

PROGRAMMING STAFF:  Environmental Programming
Land Activities

Ropes Course and Climbing
Waterfront Activities
POSITIONS from APRIL 30 to SEPT. 3, 2000 INCLUDE:
Base Salary, Room & Board, Transportation Subsidy if
travelling from Nova Scotia, Access to Camp Activities &
Facilities, Extensive Staff Programming & Events, Staff are
recruited from across Canada and Internationally!
WAHANOWIN RECRUITERS WILL BE ON CAMPUS AT
DALHOUSIE UNIVERSITY on THURS. FEB. 24, 2000
Info. Session at 10:00 am Student Union 8Idg. 3" FI., Rm 307
Everyone is welcome! Book your interview 11:00 - 5:00.
Contact Student Employment Centre (902) 494-3537

or call (416) 482-2600 for more details!
Be part of our 46™ season and help make the summer of 2000
one of great times, great friends and memories to last a lifetime!
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BY CHRIS OULLETTE

It was a Thursday morning
and I was recovering from a night
of cheap yards and random heck-
ling at the Grawood when I realized
[ didn’t want to go to this shindig.

When I was originally given
the opportunity to attend, I was con-
vinced this thing — a violinist and
pianist performing as part of the St.
Cecilia Concert Series — was go-

Carleton

Making up for my lack of culture

ing to be the answer to the persist-
ent lack of culture in my life.

The line-up for the evening
was interesting, for sure. Jasper
Woods, from Moncton, is a distin-
guished violinist who debuted with
Symphony Nova Scotia at the ripe
old age of 13. He has recently re-
leased a new album that has had
wide play on CBC Radio.

His counterpart, Richard
Raymond, an accomplished pianist

Ottawa, Canada
K1S 5B6

Universi

research in:

* communications systems

* computer and communication
networks

* computer systems and
software engineering

* signal processing

* systems and machine

Graduate Studies in Electrical and Computer
Engineering in Canada's Technology Capital f~-f'

Leading faculty, national and provincial Centres of Excellence, excellent facilities ¢y
and extensive industry interaction make Carleton THE place for cutting edge

* telecom management P
* computer-aided circuit design
+ digital, broadband, RF and ©
MMIC integrated circuit design
* high speed interconnects
and packaging =
" microelectronic fabrication o

also from New Brunswick, has won
several national and international
competitions and was also nomi-
nated for an East Coast Music
Award. And then there’s me, armed
with a friend and a large box of Jun-
ior Mints ready to experience cul-
ture.

What struck me the most
about these guys was their energy
— you could feel their excitement
for the music in the air.

Cliched lines usually reserved
for reviewing the newest of Indie
Rock doesn’t seem to fit a set list
that comprised of Chopin, Grieg
and Schubert, but nothing could
have been more true: hands were
pounding on the keys, bowstrings
were being popped. Then I turned

around'to view the rest of the audi-
ence only to be confronted by a sea
of blue hair and perfect posture.

From the looks of it, my
friend and I were the only ones hav-
ing fun. The only time I did catch
myself admiring the stained glass
and not really listening was during
a contemporary piece performed by
Woods, Lut the classical pieces were
excellent and complemented their
talent.

The St. Cecilia Concert Series
— named after the patron saint of
music — is held at St. Andrew’s
United Church at the corner of
Robie and Coburg. Its purpose is to
expose different musicians from
around Canada to a Nova Scotia
audience.

There are concerts of one
form or another almost every two
weeks and the prices are reasonable
thanks to sponsorships from such
companies as the Royal Bank and
our very own CKDU.

Due to my lack of exposure
to classical music, [ may not be able
to tell the difference between good
and bad, but I do know what I like
and what I don’t like. The St.
Cecilia Concert Series offered me
a night of entertainment that was a
pleasant departure from the Split
Crow/Attic combo that would have
surely happened otherwise.

[ enjoyed a night of culture
in the presence of two very talented
musicians and, best of all, my room-
mate taped Friends. Sweet.

the almighty Trigger Happy — I Hate Us

(Bad Taste)

intelligence and process development
s
Four excellent graduate programs:
* M.Eng. and Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering* D
* M.Eng. in Telecommunications Technology Management =

* M.Sc. in Information and Systems Science

Programs open to students with backgrounds in Electrical, Computer or Systems  ¢xs
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this background are eligible for the M.Sc. degree program. Excellent funding €=
packages are available.
5; 5' Systems and Computer Engineering

v w Tel: (613) 520-2600 Ext. 1511
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Electronics Engineering -

www.carleton.ca/ece - 1¢ (13) 520-5754

* In co-operation with OCIECE Email: gradinfo@doe.carleton.ca =

hair cut

"This man will
cut your hair
the way you
want it cut.”

Pavid Lade

Satssiend C ustomer

This is the barber you're looking for.

————————————————————1

Your hair Cut — $11.°° [

.0 o $ 2.00 off with coupon |
Miller’s l’?fArhU" Shop S et tex lnclude d'!,!
2170 Windsor St. - % =

Phone 423-6596 & -

N
HOURS o i
Monday — CLOSED
I Tue- wed — 8:30 a.m to 6:00 p.m.
Thu - Fri— 8:30 am. to 7:00 p.m
Sat - 8:00 am. to 5:00 p.m.

|

|

|

|

.’0.. * & l

2N w! |

l Walk-ins Weicome! J

Punkers the almighty Trigger Happy have produced a superficially entertaining
album, but if you're any bit of a Punk fan, the frustrating similarity to Fat
Mike’s vocals and the gutter-esque use of power chords that is so reminiscent of
old Snuff that you'll want to drink moonshine through a funnel. The album, like
far too much other Punk, is not doing anything new. Interesting fo listen to, but
it is not enough to make me want to vandalize, and therefor is not very good
music. Steal it, but don't buy it. — Pat

Morphine — The Night

(Rykodisc)

There has always been something haunting about Morphine. But since Bassist/
Singer Mark Sandman’s onstage death on tour in Europe, they are even
creepier. Their signature dark and mysterious music features a detuned 2
stringed bass, barritone and bass saxaphone and jozz drums. The album,
which took 2 years to complete feautures noteable guest appearances by Johin
Meseski (Mesdeski, Martin and Wood) |
Sandman’s sinister bass lines, deep vocal deliver an interesting album that
deserves multiple listens. — Jay

SCOTIA'S
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Nothing for their efforts

Tigers lose final games before playoffs
The Tigers soon doubled their

BY TERRY HAWES

As has been the case for most
of this AUAA Hockey Season, the
Dalhousie Tigers have played well
enough to win a share of games,
only for their efforts to go unre-
warded.

This was evidenced by the
boys’ last two contests before their
playoff match-up with St. Mary’s
starts on Wednesday. The Tigers
went down 4-3 to the Acadia
Axemen on Friday and 3-2 to the
Huskies on Sunday in a playoff pre-
view.

Despite SMU'’s perfect 6-0
record against the Tigers during the
regular season, the Sunday match
was a clear message that the Black
and Gold will be anything but a
roadblock in the Huskies’ path to-
wards the AUAA title.

Simply put — the regular sea-
son is one thing, but the playoffs is
what it’s all about!

Acadia 4
(Feb 11)

Dalhousie 3

The Axemen rallied from a 3-
0 deficit in the third period to tie
the game and eventually win it in
the shootout despite playing their
‘B’ game for the first 45 minutes.

Dalhousie took the match to
Acadiain the early stages as rookie
Jeff Sutherland let go of a shot that
hit an Axemen skate which got
through goaltender Donovan
Nunweiler’s legs but went only a
couple of inches wide of the net.

Chances were few and far
between, but Dalhousie opened the
scoring at 13:37 as Chris Pittman
was left all alone on the edge of the
blue line, walked in and snapped a
perfect shot along the ice off the
left-hand post.

Pittman had a great opportu-
nity early in the second period as
he was left all alone again, but he
partially fanned on the deke at-
tempt. Acadia’s first meaningful
chance came later as Drew Kehler
stepped in over the blue line and
delivered a wrist shot that was
gloved by Neil Savary in the Dal
net.

Record ol
Head-to-Head ~ 0-6
 Goals For L

The Story
Dalhousie vs.
Saint Mary’s

5-21(5)

February 17, 2000

lead as defenceman Jason
Metcalfe’s shot was turned away by
Nunweiler, only for Denis Aucoin
to pot the rebound over the goalie’s
shoulder.

Acadia decided to switch to
Mark Cairns between the pipes for
the final 20 minutes. Things didn’t
start well for him as he misplayed
the puck behind the net and Suther-
land scored off the feed from Der-
rick Pyke to give Dal a 3-0 lead at
the 5:40 mark.

It should have been game, set
and match to the Tigers, but the
Axemen finally decided to come out
of their shell and were rewarded
only 15 seconds after Sutherland’s
marker with a goal from Eric Hunter
— his first of the season,

The Tigers started to go into
a more defensive mode and con-
ceded a second goal with under six
minutes to go as Barkley Sauter put
the rebound in from Chad
Cavanaugh'’s initial shot.

Dal did have an opportunity
to put the game away in the final
minute as Brian Surette and
Kalmakoff came down on a 2 on 1
break. The latter fed the former, but
Cairns was there for the pad save.

It would come back to haunt
the boys as Russell Hogue levelled
the match at three with just 25 sec-
onds left and send the game to over-
time.

Acadia defenceman Kirk
Furey had the best chance to win it
in the extra period only for his shot
to ring off the cross-bar. Thus, a
shootout for the third successive
home game.

After both teams failed on
their first shot, Cavanaugh let a
quick wrist shot past Savary to give
the red and white an early advan-
tage. Metcalfe failed on his attempt
and when Hogue was stopped by
Savary, it all came down to Pittman.

Pittman tried to deke, but
Cairns was there to save and give
Acadia the victory, despite being
outplayed for much of the game.

Game Puck: First-year centre
Chad Cavanaugh picked up two
third period assists and scored the

So Far —

SMU
18-8(5)
0
30

: Pr'evio'ﬁsﬁmchés

Dalhousie 2
Dalhonsm 2

fabmry 13
~ Janvary 26
. December 1
~ November 1
November 9
October 12

Dalhousie 3

t Mary’s 5 @ Dalhousie s
Saint Mary’s 6 @ Dalhousie 2
Saint Mary’s 4 @ Dalhousie 2

@ Saint
@ Saint Mary”

@ Saint Mary's 5 |

only goal in the shootout for Acadia.

Saint Mary’s 3 Dalhousie 2
(Feb 13)

In a spirited contest at Alumni
Arena, the Huskies scored two
third-period goals to defeat Dal in a
preview of the Kelly Division semi-
final.

Saint Mary’s had the better of
the play early on, but Dal opened
the scoring midway through the first
period. Pittman fed Metcalfe just
outside the faceoff circle and fired
it past a helpless Mike Weatherbie.

Tempers flared later in the
stanza between Dallas Gray of the
Tigers and defenceman Steve
Gallace of SMU as the teams tried
to get their points across for the
playoffs. Gallace received the only
penalty during the melee much to
the disgust of SMU head coach
Trevor Steinburg, who could be
heard yelling from the bench ‘ask
the linesman’ more than once.

Weatherbie made a blunder
that almost resulted in a goal for
Pittman late in the period. The SMU
goalie attempted to clear the puck,
which he did — right to Pittman.
He attempted to deke Weatherbie
and thought he scored, but the puck
failed to cross the line.

When called upon, Tigers
goalie Neil Savary shut the door on
any SMU scoring chances, includ-
ing a brilliant pad save off of for-
ward Jason Byrnes.

Sloppy defensive work by the

Huskies left the Tigers with a par-

tial 2 on 1 in which Pittman kept it
himself and slapped the ensuing
shot through the pads of Weatherbie
to extend the lead to 2-0.

St. Mary’s continued to come
out second best in every facet of the
game until the late stages of the
middle period where despite play-
ing shorthanded, the Huskies caught
a break as a Justin Steinbach clear-
ing attempt got through to Billy
Manley, who went in alone and
slipped the puck under the out-
stretched Savary.

Scott Gouthro came in for
some work in the third period as the
game went back and forth. Both
teams were treating the contest as a
playoff match in itself. But SMU
tied the match as a Ryan Davis pass
found Steve Gallace, who drilled the
shot past the unsuspecting Gouthro.

The Huskies were stepping up
their game and took the lead for the
first time with 6:30 to go as a car-
bon copy play took place where
Gallace took the puck from the drop
of the puck and scored again from
another slapshot.

SMU could have padded the
lead late as Davis went in alone on
a breakaway, but was denied by

®9TRAVEL CUTS

A
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Gouthro as he played the deke from
the rookie right-winger.

The final chance belonged to
the Black and Gold from a Dan
Gustavson blast, but Weatherbie
was there for the easy glove save
Saint Mary s had hung on for the
win.

Overall, a fairly even game
that could have gone either way, if
this game is any sign of the games
ahead, then we’re in for something
special.

Game Puck: SMU
defenceman Steve Gallace scored
the tying and winning goals to de-
feat a game Dalhousie team.

()
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CAN FLY FOR FREE TO

LONDON WHEN YOU BOOK SELECTED
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DEAL — DROP BY TRAVEL CUTS TODAY!
Fine P Must ook aref pay i fullby Maich 31/00 and depart on four by Apd 30/00 with one speciol deparse onMay 12. Musthove 0 void
Iiemationol Student dently Card (SC). Deportses fiom 8 Jofi's, Holf, Oowa, Monfieal, o Toronio or deparues flom ofex s, oddons
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330 FLOOR DAL SUB

494-2054

Owned and operated by the Canadian Federation of Students.

Information Technology Professional Program at UNB

. Hang on, 5,
0/1 ‘1 new
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the possibilities.

s f’o/,/ 0 empark

You are on the cusp of completing your
degree. There are good jobs now and
in the future for IT experts. Consider

Take your fortune into your own hands by choosing
a 12-month, full-time program designed to get
results. University of New Brunswick and the
Software Human Resource Council of Canada have
created an intensive, one-year Information
Technology Professional Program, which gives you
the specific skills needed to get a good job. ITP
is an intensive training environment with a three-

(e s OISR BT B TR T T

month work term, providing real-world experience
and adding specific skills to your resumé. Skills like
project management that industry is crying out for.
Skills that command top price in the marketplace.
ITP prepares you for Microsoft, Cisco, Novell, and
A- certification exams. At other sites, where the ITP
program is already running, many grads are recruited
before their year is even complete.

Turtion: $15,000;

P

““TincLupes Books AND MicrosoFT ExaM VOUCHERS).
NExT INTAKE — ITP 2 — STARTS MARCH 13, 2000

PUBLIC INFORMATION SESSIONS:

THURSDAY, JANUARY 20, 2000 7:00 PM

— ITP Lass, D'Avray Hait, UNB, FREDERICTON.
THURsDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2000 7:00 PM

— Hiton Hoter, DOWNTOWN SAINT JOHN.
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2000 7:00 PM

— ITP Lass, D’Avray HaLL, UNB, FREDERICTON.

The ITP Program at UNB:

Phone: 506 447-3065
E-mail: conedaunb.ca

UNB

UNIVERSITY OF
NEW BRUNSWICK
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Tigers send message
Still the team to beat in AUAA
BY MICHAEL HARTLEY 14 & 25-18 - at the ‘plex. The only day in Fredericton, MUN traveled proaches, I can finally say that never listen.

In a match that used to mean
so little — until this year of course
— the Dalhousie Tigers men’s vol-
leyball team let the AUAA know
that they’re still king of the hill in
this conference. They also let it be
known that teams like MUN have a
long way to go before beating the
19-time champs in their own barn.

After the embarrassing flight
at almost turned into a
bus ride — a few of weeks ago from
St. John’s where the Tigers were
upset, Dal came out with only one
thing on their minds — Revenge.

The Tigers jumped out to an
early lead in the Friday afternoon
affair and never looked back.

“We looked good tonight,”
head coach Dan Ota said after the
match.

He was right. The Tigers
looked like their old selves as they
handed MUN their heads in a 5-0
debacle - 25-18, 25-20, 25-18, 25-

point of concern for the Black and
Gold was the high number of serv-
ice errors.

The exclamation point on the
victory was a nasty “six-pack” de-
livered by Ryan Andrews to an un-
suspecting Sea Hawk in the fourth.
Folks, take it from a former junior
high star — ok, benchwarmer —
those don’t tickle. Not only was this
game important in terms of the
AUAA standings — which Dal now
tops — but this match sent a mes-
sage to their potential opponents
across the net.

The win was to say that the
loss the Tigers suffered in St. John’s
earlier in the season was a sort of
“miscommunication” between the
two teams.

The following day, Moncton
arrived in town and was quickly
shown the door. Dal swept 5-0 and
the game was marked with some
new faces making considerable con-
tributions for the Tigers. That same

to the New Brunswick capital to
face the Varsity Reds in a pivotal
tilt. This game was to determine sec-
ond place in the division and a date
with the Tigers this coming week-
end for the AUAA banner. The well-
rested Reds disposed of the Sea-
Hawks 4-1 ending a dream season
for Newfoundland entry. Their sea-
son — which saw them gain some
well-deserved respect from within
the division culminating in a win
against the conference powerhouse
— 1s over. Their last game was
against Moncton on Sunday and the
result simply isn’t important enough
to print in a publication that values
its precious print space (see hockey,
previous page).

The stage is set for the
upcoming weekend. In what has
become a rite of February at this
school, the AUAA championships
will be hosted at the Dalplex with
an invitation to the national dance
on the line. As the weekend ap-

Hey punk-ass!

If you think we’re boneheads for not
writing about your favorite sport, why

not use your

5000-a-year education

and write something?!

*1000
Scholarship
rom JYLE

test rules aveduble ot porigating

pharmacies oc ool | BOS 265-7323,

TYlENOl

Soadnomat o Lompiarne Mgt

someone is listening to me. Since
the inception of the five-set match
— as opposed to the best of five —
I have been calling for its banish-
ment because of its lack of appeal
and non-family viewing qualities.
For the AUAA championships, my
wish has been granted. Well it hasn’t
really but a winner must be deter-
mined in each match, so they have
to play best of five. This begs the
question -however, what the hell
were they doing playing all five
during the season anyway? Some

Tip off for the AUAA’s will
be Friday night at 6:00 p.m. at the

Dalplex. The match on Saturday |,

will take place at high noon. In this
best two-out-of-three-matches
event, the game on Sunday — 12:00
p.m. — will be marked with an
asterix, noting its possible necessity.
The winner of this mini tournament
will travel to Quebec City at the
beginning of March to battle for the
national championship at Laval
University.

To abstain or
not to abstain?

BY DENA VANDALFSEN

There is no absolute answer,
but a recent study suggests that sex
before a sporting event could ben-
efit rather than hinder an athlete’s
performance.

Emmanuele Jannini of the
University of L’ Aquila in Italy told
the International Journal of
Andrology that an increase is the
rise of sexual activity is accompa-
nied by an increase in the male hor-
mone testosterone.

It is testosterone that makes
men aggressive and this high level
of aggression can be advantageous
in competition the next day.

The study, which is contrary
to the widely held belief that men
should abstain from sex before
sporting events to conserve energy,
only addresses male athletes who
play sports in which aggressiveness
1S an asset.

Not all medical professionals
believe in the rule of abstinence.

“Before you believe that love-
making before an athletic competi-
tion will sap your energy realize that
the Buffalo Bills were separated
from their wives before four Super
Bowl games,” said Dr. Gabe
Mirkin, a sports medicine special-
ist, in the National Post. “And you
know their record: four and zero.”

There are some notable ath-
letes who ignore the rule to abstain.
After getting the gold at the 1992
Albertville Olympics, Canadian
downhill skier Kerrin Lee-Gartner
was quoted saying: “[Max and I]
made good vibrations for the race.”

Another story goes back to
the 1968 Olympics in Mexico City.
Bob Beamon tried something new
and had sex the night before a ma-
jor competition.

Beamon feared he had lost his

chances for Olympic gold, but the
22-year-old American jumped 29
feet 2.5 inches beating the world
record by nearly two feet.

If anyone, the late basketball
star Wilt Chamberlain and his claim
to have been with 20,000 women,
shows that sex can accompany an
athlete to the top of his game.

Some people are quick to dis-
miss the new findings.

“What a bunch of crap,” said
Ron Wilson coach of the NHL's
Washington Capitals, in the Na-
tional Post. “What about guys who
[masturbate]? That doesn’t count?”

It is believed that celibacy al-
lows an athlete to focus energy and
make it available for the game. Box-
ing heavyweight champion
Muhammad Al was celibate up to
six weeks before a fight. The 1998
Brazilian World Cup soccer team
did not allow visits from wives and
girlfriends.

Dr. Elizabeth Abbot author of
A History of Celibacy traced anec-
dotal evidence of athletes abstain-
ing back to the Greek Olympics.

“If you’re not discharging
energy in sex you are somehow
hoarding it in your body and releas-
ing it into sports,” said Abbott.

However there is no actual
proof that abstinence has any effect
positive or negative. The act of sex
itself is not the problem. The aver-
age sexual encounter burns four
calories a minute. Not enough to
exhaust a trained athlete.

The problem lies in the pur-
suit of sex and it is the wild life-
styles that are not good for perform-
ance. The issue has not been re-
solved.

Some people believe in absti-
nence. Some don’t. The key is mod-
eration. A maxim to live by: sex
before six.
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Friday, February 18

(KDU coverage of the Dalhousie Student Union
election. Meet the candidates and call in between
3:30 and 4:30 p.m.

“Resentment and Assurance” is a lecture by Dr.
Margaret Walker of Fordham University’s
department of philosophy. Weldon Law Building,
Room 207 at 3:30 p.m.

“Low-Dimensional Anionic Networks in Ternary
Rare-Earth Anfimonides” is a presentation by
Professure Arthur Mar of University of Alberta's
(hemistry Department. Staris at 1:30 in Chem
226. (Coffee and donuts provided at 1:15 in
Room 225 (bring your own mug).

Saturday, February 19, 2000

Seedy Saturday: Urban Farm Museum Society and
Nova Scotia Organic Growers Association presents
the opportunity fo buy, sell, trade and share
seeds, including heritage and non-hybrid flowers
and native plants. No admission fee, but
donations would be appreciated. Happens af the
Golden Age Social Centre (212 Herring Cove Rd.,
Spryfield) from 2 until 5 p.m.

The Princess Bride will be shown at midnight ot
the Oxford Theatre. Tickets are $5.99 at the door
1o benefit Veith House.

Sunday, February 20, 2000

submissions that communicate your experiences supervision. Candidate must own
Bugs in Your Food: a public falk in the Museum of  with homophobia and heterosexism. We're 1-888-420-4022 a computer and have email access.
Natural History's auditorium. Free admission; looking for a broad range of experiences in any This - R ey
food bank donations accepted. Join food safety  material form, to be published as a booklet and ?ﬁou;s /?N : s;’;)’nrme is $8/he
specialist, Gary Moulion, Department of display. All are welcome to submit, anonymously All
Agriculture and Marketing at 2:00 p.m. or otherwise. Info call 494-6662. Deadline is I NG LE inquiries should be forwarded fo
Feb. 29 Life ©Health Unusual Stats. Box 1645 Station

AG RI CO LA TJ Shuttle _,‘_i"_ljgf_,l'ﬂb)ﬂl_’) SHUME =——— individual who is loo ing to be part
E“STnM s of the Largest Student Network in
' Ser vice SWW P : , and would like fo earn
SCREENPRINTED LAUNDROMAT Transportsion Betwoen PEI & Halfax | some cash. Call 1-800-252-3212.
& EMBROIDERED ' Transportation Between PEI and Halifox i , Nezd custaiis dothis bor your
CLOTHING 2454 AGRICOLA Pick Up- Charlottetown, Hunter River, 5 gmp ﬁﬁfw s residence? Faculty?ngdub.{
429-2829 Kensington, Summerside & Borden v Small Pacels \?qudmzoﬂonf '"ﬁfﬂmuml Team?
$2. off Drop-Off Toll Free 1-877-886-2239 > ";sz“sm a.,...ff.‘iii“"“ ""’:r;‘?’gyo:'P&i;’“g?CgZ:‘iEé"" for
Sefilice over $10. Local 886-2239 a free catalogue 1-888-400-5455
Leave: Toll Free 1-877-886-3322 Small furnished bachelor apt.

YOURE WEARING US§

April 1 - August 31.
FIST, FREE DELVERY, 6RxT wpics & man oy eumies | Open 7 Days a Week Leave: Comfaxtabite Dishwosherfdryer. Lawrence
L (800) 905-3388im | Pick up and delivery Sun to Fri Halifax 4pm | ix Conditianed Street, 15 minutes to dal. 496-
U CRAWLS, HOUSE CLOTHING, CAPS, NO-FCTON SWERTS... | Service available X ) | | Sat Halifax 1:30pm FPexsonalized Senvice 0071

DALHOUSIE
University

Wednesday, February 23, 2000

Whales and Seabirds of the Bay of Fundy: a public
telk with naturalist Carl Haycock. Museum of
Natural History’s auditorium at 7:30 p.m. Also on
Thursday at 7:30.

Humans Against Homophobia meets every
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. In the Dalhousie SUB.
All ages and orientations welcome. HAH is a
working group of the Nova Scofia Public Interest
Research Group (NSPIRG). For more infor call
494-6662.

Thursday, February 24, 2000

NSPRIG's Tenth Birthday Party: The Nova Scofia
Public Interest Research Group celebrates ten
years of advocacy and community activism with a
community birthday party. Lots of activities, free
food and musical guests including Piggy, Halifax's
own Calypso Orchesira. All are welcome to this
social for social justice. The festivities begin at 7 .

Solutions: a relationship loss group: A group for
students who would like o learn how to move
beyond the loss of a romantic relationship. The
group consists of four 1 1/2 hour sessions. Topics
incude grieving loss, improving self-esteem,
developing goals, plannnig for the future. The
Solutions Group will be oftered on Mondays in
March. Pre-registration is required af Counselling
and Psychological Services, 4th floor SUB. Call
494-2081.

Anger Management Program: for students who
would like to learn how to moderate upsetting
and self-defeating angry feelings. The program
consists of four 11/2 hour sessions. Topics
indude identifying anger triggers, moderating
angry feelings, asserting oneself appropriately,
and preventing self-defeating responses.  The
program will be offered Thursdays in March. $20
deposit required. Pre-register at Counselling and
Psychological Services. Call 494-2081 for more

info.

To list non-profit events free,
email gazette @is2.dal.ca,
or fax 494-8890

p.m. In the Green Room of the Dalhousie Student
Union Building, 6136 University Ave. Free. 494-
6662.

Announcements

International Language Institute Certificate in
English Language Teaching . Call 429-3636.

Humans Against Homophobia is looking for

HEALTH
INSURANCE

for Visitors to Canada
and Travellers

For immediate coverage
contact broker

Cliff Yeomans

$1. Wash on Wednesdays
10% Off drycleaning

Mon to Fri Summerside 7am
Charlottetown 8am,

Sat & Sun Summerside 8am
Carlottetown 9am
Arrive: Halifax 12pm

Dalendar

HEY!

WORK FOR
THE WORLD-
FAMOUS
GAZETTE

The Gazette
needs people
to write.

COME TO THE
MEETING AT
4:30 ANY MON-
DAY IF YOU'RE
INTERESTED,
RM 312 SUB
INFO 494-2507

~ Joe Sullivan

email: sullivanjk & suracom.com

STUDENT EMPLOYMENT

NEWS

’ GAZETTE

CLASSIFIED ADS
To advertise call 494 6532

TRAVEL-teach English: 5 day/40 hr
(by correspondence) TESOL teacher
certification course (or in-class
across Canada) 1000's of jobs
available NOW. FREE information
package, foll free 1-888-270-2941

Kaplan, North America’s leading
test-prep organization is looking for
a dynamic self starter to promote its
programs in the Halifax area. As
the aplan representative, you
would be involved in all aspects of
running our courses and
developing the potential market.
The ideal candidate is a recent
graduate, well connected to the
university and alumni environment,
energetic and looking to work part
time on a commission basis wi
opportunity to grow. Please send

our resume with a cover letter to

anger, 180 Bloor Street West, 4"
Floor, Toronto, ON M5S 2Vé or fox
(416) 967-0771

Saxaphone teacher from NYC (via
Toronto) available for private
lessons. All levels. Call David @
423-7991

Researcher Wanted- Author of

uhnusuol statistics column requires

the

assistance of top quality researcher.
e researcher must be able to

write

well and use the internet and

library with equal ease.

candidate must

have a keen eye for the absurd or

unusual and work well without

M,
Halifax, Nova Scotia B3J 271

Hiring a highly motivated outgoing

near the Law Building. $338.
utilities included, 425-5843.

3 bedrooms to sublet in a 6
bedroom house. $358. all-

inclusive.

Dalhousie’s Student Employment Centre is your one-stop student
employment location. Offering on- and off-campus employment opportunities as
well as summer and permanent placements, SEC services are available to Dalhousie,
DalTech and Kings students as well as recent Dalhousie graduates. Visit us on the
4 floor of the SUB, 9 am to 4:30 pm, Monday to Friday, or on our web site
www.dal.ca/sec. The Dalhousie Tutoring Service and Dalhousie Student
Volunteer Bureau are also services of the Student Employment Centre and are
located next to the Centre in the SUB. Visit your Student Employment Centre today!

sessions section)

RECRUITMENT FOR SPRING GRADUATES

Communications Security Establishment (CSE) - Recruiting for Camets in
Languages and Intelligence Analysts. Deadline to apply, May 1. (see info

3M Canada Company - Senior Chemist positions. Deadline to apply, Feb.21.
Great-West Life - Product Marketing Specialist position. Deadline to apply,

SUMMER 2000

Senate Page Program 2000 in Ottawa - Deadline to apply, March 10.

Nortel Networks - Various IT positions. Deadline to apply, Feb. 25.

Inventa Sales & Promotions - Promotions Reps and Program Supervisors. Profes-
sional rep on behalf of multi-national companies such as Coca-ola, Molson etc.
Deadline to apply: Feb. 23.
Camp Wahanowin - Various camp positions in Ontario. Deadline to apply, Feb. 24.
Camp Rotary - An extraordinary summer camp for 400 campers with disabilities.
Located on the shore of Grand Lake, NB. Deadline date to apply - March 1.

Nova Scotia Lifeguard Service - Lifeguard positions to work at various beaches.
Deadline to apply, March 10

INFORMATION SESSIONS

Camp Winaukee - A sports camp in New Hampshire is now hiring for summer. To

February 29. learn more about these positions please attend the Information Session on February
22, Room 307, 10 - 11 am, interviews will be held the same afternoon. :
= Camp Wahanowin - Located just outside Orillia, Ontario, various positions available.
| . TREE PLANTING Information Session, Feb. 24, Room 307, SUB, 10 - 11 am. Interviews will be held from
§ Various tree planting companies are hiring tree planters for the summer. 11-5onFeb. 24.

Communications Security Establishment - Careers in Language, and Intelligence
Analysts. To learn more about these exciting careers, come to the Information
Session on March 20, Room 307, SUB at 12:00 - 1:00 and 3:00 - 4:00 pm.

Numerous locations across Canada. Please check job postings on how to
apply. Deadline dates vary. Apply early.
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at 4:30, rm 312, SUB, 494-250
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