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of despair. In my Debating Society experience
{which has not been short, nor of the village
kind) no question has ever been entered into
with more joyows zest than * Anticipation or
Realization” 2 It takes a wonderful hold of the
minds of young men, to whom the world seems
as a carpet of flowers, studded at intervals with
the worthiest objects of quest, and the grandest
spectacles, that allure yowng ambition. The
Poet of Hope dilates upon this in a way that
makes us think of the dewdrops sparkling in the
morning sun, and the young mists that take
their departure at the earliest appearing of the
orb of day. 4 5

“Con
How bright ! how strong ! in youth’s wtmgd hour !

On yon proud height, with Genius hand in hand,

1 see thee light, and wave thy golden wand.”.
' But my  greatest objection to this style of
theorizing is, that ‘it would virtually do away
with one of the heliest and purest of poetical
aspirations ; and one-which has a singularly
practical basis. We all\ know how langunage is
frequently abused to suit\the utilitarian ends of
that most unreasonable of men—the canvassing
agent. Henee the unwarrantable connection of
the idea, which we are abeut to mention, with
paper-collars and mowing-machines. - The much

d “E | 1taing in it the intense

renial Hope [ thy passion-Kindling

sort, but ask the question, how far do we allow
ourselves to be influenced by the principle of
keeping our intellectual faculties like the surface
of a mirror, ever receptiveof light from whatever
source. Some one will perhaps say, “it is very
. well for students to talk; but put that theory
info practice in business life” T am aware of
the helplessness and hopelessness of the case
before me. Some one has written on the * Dig-
nity of Labour,” but he would no doubt have
gained a far larger share of popularity, bad he
described its * Difficulty.” The increase of
books, the wearisomeness of study, and the al-
most gigantic proportions of many fields of truth,
are anything but inviting. A difficult and dan-
gerous ascent is the only one by which we can
rse to the top of “Fame's dread mountain.”
Climbing is exceedingly tiresome, but in itself
there is a reward, which throws all petty con-
siderations into the shade. A mind wearied
with unremitting toil is a far more desirable
possession than one dozing in the misery of in-
tellectual stagnation.  If our * knowledge-box "
be of the character which we have last described,
we occupy in the field of brain-workers the un-
enviable position accorded to the inactive North
American Indian among the races of more civil-
ized character. ' The creed of this strange speci-
men is summed up in the following definition ;
“It is better to walk than to

stand than to walk, it is be

stand, it is

‘highest possible truths,
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They gladly-descend from the pinnacle of their
genius, and earnestly strive to enunciate the

Men have ever been hungering and thirsting
after moral truth, ' This yearning must really lie
at the bottom of every other, which would tend
to raise us in the social scale. “ On Neho's lonely
mountain,” some thousands of years ago, there
passed from Earth to Heaven, without the pomp
of burial rite, one whose influence has been felt
by the heaving, throbbing heart of humanity.
Born in humble circumstances, bred in the regal
palace, the page of knowledge had been placed
within his reach, and of him Sacred Writ records
that “he was learned in all the wisdom of the
Egyptians.” But to him was granted a higher
than mere human wisdom. To him were dic-
tated those sublime pages, compared with which
all other literatures are “ but a little point, too
trivial for account.” Fot |

“ Never earth's philosopher -

Traced with his golden pen, :
On the deathless page truths half so sage,

As he wrote down for men.” |
Who can reckon the influence of the youthful
citizen of Tarsus, who afterwards became the
great Apostle Paul. The truth, which it was
his privilege to herald, was part and parcel of
himself. It was no hazy opinion, but the know-
ledge whereof he affirmed, that enabled him to
‘undergo the many persecutions that befell him.

“OUR HOTEL."

SEEING that a hotel has been used, at all times,
as merely a place of temporary refuge, it may
be considered necessary that we should explain
the circumstances which compelled us to seek
shelter in one ofthe above-mentioned establish-
ments. It hapfened thus: |

There existed a necessity, first, that we should
reach a certain village, which, for the sake of
brevity, we will call S——; and secondly, that
we should arrive at that particular village on a
certain day, and at a certain hour of that day, in
order to meet the train which was to convey us
to Halifax, on our return from our Christmas
holidays. |

Now, in order to reach the locality mentioned,
about sixteen miles of a bleak road, through a
bleak country must be passed over. Moreover,
on the day in question, the said road was covered
with snow to an average depth of about two and
a-half feet ; a great part of which had fallen dur-
ing the preceding night. The difficulties of the
case were, no doubt, formidable, yet they were
increased to an almost infinite extent by the fact
that the snow did not persevere in maintaining
a ‘uniform depth, but permitted itself to be
driven into heaps of unknown height by the
wind. - The consequence of this was, that the
| depth ranged from zero to somewhere on 'the
borders of infinity. Nevertheless, by means of

Failure of truth—disastrous
it may ~ en led the way tc
he rocks on

locomotion almost as varied as that by which
the Arch-fiend made his way ithrough chaos, as

| described by Milton, «

« With head, hands, wings, of feet pursued his way,
' And swims, or sinks, or wades, or creeps, or flies,”
ve arrived at the village of S——. "The train
had passed about ten minutes before our coming.
Qur difficulties had not been abdsolutely insur
mountable, but the time gra
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Nothing of consequence happened during the
evening. We spent part of it in a friend’s house,
and the remainder in the sitting-room of “our
hotel.” Before retiring, we inquired of “our
landlady,” in a meek, submissive tone, at what
time we could have breakfast. “ About eight,”
was the reply. We then simply stated the fact,
that the train would be due at two minutes past
eight, that we wished to go on that train, and
would like to have our breakfast before we

. . To this statement we received no very
nct reply, and retired with anxious thoughts
of the morrow. Our room and bed were quite
comfortable, and we slept soundly until about
seven, when we arose and commenced our toilet.
During the process of laving our countenance,
we had no forebodings of the dilemma to come.
But when we had completed the operation, and
had applied a portion of the moistening element
to our hair, we turned, first to the left hand, and
hen to the right, in search of a towel. Our
orations were in vain. Evidently the room
not seized of any such article. There we
mification of misery. We
for a time, could find
The thermometer

that tem

: i

‘was out of thi

She informed her mistress, and a torrent fol-
lowed. She was tired of that kind of thing. The
number of combs she had lost by travellers was
incalculable. She always carried her comb with
her, and expected others to do the same. Thus
far we listened in silence ; then meekly inquired
whether she carried a towel with her when
travelling. Guessing our meaning, she hecame
calmer for a moment, and ordered the servant
to find a comb and towel; then she became
fiercer than ever, and raved against those travel-
lers who robbed her of combs, towels, and what
ever was moveable. Upon the ‘arrival of the
comb, plus a towel net ncw needed by us, wi

-ascended to our room, meditating upon the
character of those who pocket towels, and at-
tempting to calculate the probable time in the
future, wher t}g@ﬁ; traveller will be required to

Having completed our toilet, we again de-
scended and enquired how long it would be until
breakfast would be ready. “About ten minutes.”
According to this announcement; we would only
have five minutes in which to satiate our appe-
tite and reach the railway-station. We were
possessed of a 'sort of dogged determination o
having our grub at all risks, and, a
fearing to enter the sitting-room
landlady ” had occupiec

i

‘the following ‘extract ;.

Dalhousie Gazelte. : 65

car, dangled therefrom for a few moments, and
was then sworn at and pulled aboard by the
brakesman. This was the climax. “Quietum in-
de iter” Ever since that eventful morning it
bhas been our earnest petition to the fates, that
they would spare us the torture of passing
another night at S——, and at “our hotel.”

L s

THE Boaston University . Beacon contains an
article on the “ New System,” 7. e, the system
of admitting ladies to equal College privileges
with the other bipeds, %‘ti says, “most people
‘have got over the foolish idea that women are
not entitled to equal advantages with men.” We
are sorry to say that our experience and obser-
vation teach us that only a very small per
centage of mankind have got over that idea. Too
many yet believe that a woman is sufficiently
educated if; in addition to a knowledge of the
common branches, she can sing, play and bake
cake, the latter not always being a necessary ac-
complishment. All our student readers will
perceive that there is a good deal of truth in

&

der,

exist in Tmmw His }empiﬂymmt'theie is unknown to us.

THE College Olio asks the question, “ Do they
ever smile at Halifax ?” We do smile occasion-
ally, when we get the Olio, but on the side of
our face most remote from Marietta, .

Quoth the Index :—* The crimes complained
of, {swearing, drinking, &c.) enumerated above,
are unknown among the Catholic collegians.
They have about them the influence of Zke true
religion, and besides, they are, by proper discip-
line, kept far away from dangerous vccasions.”
 We would advise the /nder man in future to
supplement his pater-noster with the invocation,

~ “Oh wad some power the giftic gie us

To see ourselves as ithers seé us.”

Verily it might free him from many a sad blun-

Personals .

) Vj()ﬂfn A. LocaN, who completed his theological training in
this city last spring, is settled in the pastorate of Acadia
Mines, Colchester Co.

. FRED. G. SMITH, a general student in the Sophomore
class of last session, is at his home in Truro, having been de-
tained from attending College by sickness. We sympathize
“deeply with Mr. Smith in the sore loss which he bas lately sus-
tained in the removal by death of his beloved and respected
father. o L
JoBx MuNRo, B.A., '76, is studying Theology at the Pres-
byterian Seminary of Montreal, P. Q. | "

J;K. E(:Lvm, a Freshman of last session, is sugpmd w

@xxm;m&; ﬁi:ﬁum, the Freshman ‘of last 'ym% who
the cofd mhor, has assumed the responsibilities of a

&

i
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thxs md ttm ideas sh&:mw be gwﬁn in tlm fﬁwast
possible words. Mr. Calkin combines co
hensiveness with terseness and perspicui
few sentences from his account of D Wﬁﬁ@’
luckless expedition, taken as a random selection,
will verify our statement.
“It was the gmnamt force that had ever been

th& Eng}mh while yet on' the.coast of me ;
some were cast away on Sable Island ; others
were &r:vm far &ﬂ‘ thm mmm, nm:l never mm:hm

I)mem ha& bmkea out dﬂﬁng the ‘vn ; &m&
fy’mg off many of ‘hw mm othmx mm ill and
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Scotian Hampden - displayed.—We come later
down when the enchantment of distance no
Imwr lends its aid, still the history loses none of
its freshness. Fven the promoters and oppon-
ts of Confederation appear to have some ele-
ment of the heroic in their character. As in
Mr. Campbell's history, ~brief biographical
sketches are dispersed through the book, form-
ing by no theans its least pleasant feature. A
full chronological table of noted events is ap-
‘penm& ‘also a prmmmmmg vocabulary.

 Our notice of the * History” having become
somewhat more extended than we anticipated,
space will not permit us to notice the Geogra-
phical department at any length, As far as we
have examined it, however, its excellencies are
on a par with those of the Historical. 'We have
no doubt that this book will soon become popu-
lar with our teachers ; and being, as we believe,
for school purposes, th@ best work on the sub-

ject that has yet appeared, we consider it ‘well

worthy of general favour.

training provided by the study of Greek and
Latin, if the time spent on both of these were
devoted to Latin alone, the amount of training
would remain the same, and the student who
now graduates with a transparent, useless smat-
tering of two languages, would then leave his
Alma Mater, carrying with him an appreciable
and practical knowledge of one. He thus might
begin life with a respectable capital of knowledge
at his command, and at the same time have his
intellectual powers developed as highly as those
of the student whose studies had been more
“sporadic.” Under the present regime, a very
small ratio of our B. A’s canread Latin fluently ;
those who can read Greek we may almost define

“ position, but not magnitude.” It is the old
fable over and over again, of the boy who tried
to grasp too large a fistful of nuts and lost all.
The beauties of Latin composition of which we
hear such praise, is wasted sweetness to many
of us, our knowledge of the language being too
meagre to allow us to appreciate it. - If we can-
not have a thorough knowledge of a language,
let us have a thorough ignorance of it. By the
former alternative the time is well sspent by th&
latter it is well saved. |

'QN the e:wmng af the zgth m&t.,““‘br MacKmaa
: A, Hall



and wishes himself free.  No class of men are
80 open to conv
and he was well fitted to judge. But conviction

qu@ﬁt&y feel that. To the man who follows a
wrong course it only adds misery. If real, a
fence of T. D. pipe

68
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It may surprise some to hear of such a thing
as a student using his influence in college. It is
said we come to study, not to benefit others.
Doubtless this is true; but the painful fact that
has been repeated a hundred times, and as often
fwggttew;, is that we influence our associates
whether we wish to do so or not. Young men -
ﬁsmiaiiy forget this, as results show. Students
are together but a short time when reserve is
thrown off, the coating of hypocrisy, if assumed,
becomes threadbare, and the real mmm is sjem,

It.is a poor remembrance of a man to say, “I
saw him only once, and he was acting the fool.”
It is worse to have a recollection of one.as he
that gave the first cigar or glass of wine. There
is not a student who touches either, but at times
curses it from the innermost depths of his nature,"

®

ction as students, says Todd;

is not enough. Men in the jaws of death fre-

will hardly be an insuperable

f we have no regard for others,
hat ¥the character whis |

PROF. MACDONALD ON “ ORDER OF
STUDIES.”

WE have secured for publication the following
portion of Prof. Macdonald's paper, read before
the N. S. Teachers’ Convention. In the first
part of his address he discussed Common School
Education. His views on High School and
College Studies as given below we commend to
the attention of our readers : LBt
From the average age of 10 or 11 years, the
courses of instruction at the, Common School
and the High School ought to diverge. When
you have but three or four years to instruct
your pupil, you will not do well to teach him
during these exactly as you would if you were to
have him twice as long. The Common School
is not the balf of the High School ; though much,
especially in the earlier years, is common to
both. The culture of a corn field is not like that
of a vegetable garden, and the treatment of a

young orchard is different from both. So too

in education. It will vary in its methods and
ij‘?ets according to the destination of the
The High School boy takes up Latin,
two or three years this is his principal stud
very fruitful application, if it has been ¢

0 sy wnd sectiaie h
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| much move time over the grammatical elements
‘ than it is customary at present in this Province
to bestow wupon them. To render so much Latin
‘ into an equivalent of scarcely intelligible Eng-
lish, or to know that the latter is in some occult
way the representative of the former, is a very
sad result of years of Latin schooling ; and many
o of our lads appear to have got no other. - Again,
o plunge a boy that has a very fallible know-
° lensions and conjugations and con-
tion-rules into the brilliant rhetoric of
Virgil, or even the rigid and often involved sen-
tences of Caesar, ought to be held a criminal
act, and punished accordingly. Such treatment
of a little lad is virtually a case of intellectual
assault and battery. Hasten, then, slowly.” Latin
is as well worth doing as anything that is done at
school, if you do it well. Keep in view always
its bearings upon English. Many persons will
tell you that they never understood English
grammar till they began to fee/ it through the
medium of Latin. Its advantages are immense
when you approach any of the other languages
which it is common for the English people to dip
into. To the good Latinist—-one who is per-
haps advanced beyond the High School stage—
a reading knowledge of French, Spanish or Ital-
ian is only a matter of a few assiduous weeks.

¥

m

Considering the difficulty of Greek and the
meagre results usually attained and:attainable
in the study of it, I am disposed to reduce it
from the position of an imperative subject in a
high school curritulum to that of an optional
one. I say this with reluctance, for without
claiming much acquaintance with that marvel-
lous language and its literature, I have never
taken up any branch of study that I have de-
rived so much aid and comfort from, and I am
humane enough to desire that such blessings
may descend upon others also. But it is useless
trying to force it on the reluctant. *

Greek has hitherto been a compulsory sub-
ject in the B. A. course of Dalhousie College ;
but as it has reasonably grown to be unpopular,
I am not without the hope that we may see our
way to accept some choice group of the natural
sciences, or an extended course of chemistry
and physics, as the equivalent of Greek in our
ordinary course. Such studies, though not to be
compared with Greek as a means of the highest
training, would be preferred by a people who,
with more or less reason, pride themselves on
their practical character, and by whom' the pos-
sibilities of the highest literary culture are not
generally held indispensable for their children.

It is generally believed that a modern language
would be most readily acquired by one who was
thrown among the modern people that spoke it,
and was compelled in the struggle for life to
speak it too. But when it-has to be learned
from  daily or occasional lessons, ‘it is best
iired by following a strict grammatical me-

same way as' Latin, by ads
ms and inflexions extending

.
s
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evil I here speak of is especially crying in ‘the
education of girls, I suspect that German fiﬁ

third things in learning a language are summe
up in this—Grammar, I begto add that I am
not acquaintéd with the results of French teach-
g Province, and am, in these remarks;
drawing from the experience of a long past.
_ Perhaps, however, the most important remark
to be made here is this: that French in a High
School should not be begun

, till the difficul-
ties of Latin are over, 4, ¢, till after a few years’
thorough study of Latin. = Ifundertaken without
previous Latin, French presents hardships of its
own ; with Latin, of which it is to alarge exfent

the story of  the pilgrims and the peas.”  Start-
ing at once you may hobble along with the hard
as in your shoes ; but it is wiser to pause and
il them, - Latin boils the French peas. And,
[ think it is well to conquer the dif-
ne language before taking on a fresh
one, If there are any little boys who are ye

Jearn two or th

tinguished Scotch educationist.  But (1) it
proved excessively laborious; (2) like the case
of autumn and spring wheat, the boys put to
Geometry so early were no better mathemati-
cians at the end of § years than those who had
begun between 2 and 3 years later; (3) these
last were the better linguists. We consic
the experiment conclusive, and it was not re:
peated. Passing from this, I think that in 3
years a fair course of Elementary Algebra, Geo-
metry and Trigonometry could b
a High School, such as might be roughly de-
scribed as the simpler par!
ears' course at Dalhousie College. In such a
High School as for a long time this city or Pro-
vince will care to maintain, the Augher matiie
#¢s. need not be me ,
the expression has been. employed—I presum
for rhetorical purposes—to denote some specie
of ‘instruction desired for our Halifax
The urgency of this want may be
judged of when I state that of the under, ‘
ates of Dalhousie College, only t
cent care to adventure into such abtruse
There is another branch of study whic
to be taken up in a High School in the
years of the course. 1 ‘
iences and the easier port
ny these have I
of instruction in

- overtaken

‘of the present two

tioned ; though I -

a dialect, it is casy. W@ are reminded hﬁi‘é t}f

School.

0 or t

h ught

| refer to the
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mathematicians first, and students of physics
afterwards, you might defer this group of sub-
jects to the good time coming. . But failing this
certainty, let us make sure of what is within our
reach, and what, while it will be most valuable
to the mass of your pupils, can never be disad-
vantageous to the mathematician.

I say then that courses of lectures on these
subjects with accompanying examinations, at
stated intervals—not perhaps daily—ought to
form a part of our High School education.

WHAT IS TO BE THE FUTURE OF
DALHOUSIE ?

To many this question seems answered by the
College Act passed in Legislature in 1876. They
interpret it after this fashion : five years to pre-
pare for it and then—death. Before assigning
to our Alma Mater so gloomy a fate, let us briefly
consider her position.
alhousie College was founded, and is partially
upported, by a. sum of money known as the
Castine Fund. The balance of her revenue is
the Presbyterians, under an Act of
V vassed 1863, and from the Provincial
Treasury. The Castine Fund and a valuable
property in the city ‘of Halifax are vested in the
 and cannot ‘be converted to any other

it. ' Now if the worst comes, and the
ydraw their support, ‘mlfxcil the

(2.) It is probable that before many years
some of the smaller religious denominations will,
like the Presbyterians, avail themselves of the
second section of the Act of '63 already referred
to. It would not be surprising to hear that the
Universalists, Free Baptists, or Reformed Epis-
copalians had adopted such a course,

(3.) The Province cannot refuse the annual
grant. Dalhousie is the Provincial University,
its governing board is appointed, just as school
commissioners or sheriffs are, by the Governor
in Council. The members of that board are re-
sponsible for their actions to the Provincial
authorities. The Government of this Province,
long ago, undertook the burden of the support of
this College, and has from time to time acknow-
ledged the rightfulness of its course. It cannot
now in honor throw off the self-imposed burden,
provision must be made for carrying it, and we
would injure our legislators by insinuating that
they would for a moment entertain the thought
of abandoning their College.

(4) Supposing the three toregoing paragraphs
were incorrect, there would still be a strong rea-
son for supposing that Dalbousie is not doomed.
It is that the public is not and will not become
indifferent. Nova Scotians have become famed
for their educational system. To cripple our
College is but to bruise the head of that system.,
Without a College free to every variety of creed,
it is incomplete. Itis the duty of the Government

adversity we find friends.
Jalhousie has been ' pt

.
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the endowment of the W—st History Chair, the
Y-—ng Professorship of Modern Languages, the
‘ holarships and Exhibitions, and

his ptxblm interest is especially
J&Inmm They are not few, apd |,
ising. Many are in positions of |
look to them for contributions

m mmt the sympathy of the p%:t’

no lack of interest in our Col-

apparent that it is impossible |

“«e!y to be any darker than m:sy
glory in contrast still more

I may say that it seems r:ght;

strive to range under the zmpw
sie College and University,

‘é' Haﬁfw Medical School, the

THE Senior who gathered up the * Sc
‘may be said te have a very mwmm style.
the &mﬁy of Words.” '

;ﬂa h&w gewd&r? Su::s ﬁm«ght m gmtimsm wm
thae mxi:hmty of ’X‘aﬁim that tix% me of S

ant ﬁf iﬁ‘mmh,. &sammd im%!&nmﬁy of tm }mimw*‘ WM
are you sweating at?”  The Junior went on with,—
parlmzwmm ﬁmmw W&w?’” TMW \ma




