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AN UNAVAILING GHOST HUNT.

FroM my youth I had been haunted with a desire for the
exploration of the mysterions. A peep into the arcana ot
science or of superstition was equally acceptavle. The in-
toxicating thrill of an adventurous spirit more than ouce ran
through my veins as I listened to the Ghost stories of my
boyhood. Some how or other, fesr never predominated in
the emotions aroused by the<e recitals. Although a Death’s
Head would at first make me start involuntarily from a
picture page, or a well drawn Phantom of air brooding in
the midnight heavens, over the unburied rem1ins of a battle-
field, reproduce itself in my dreams, yet it struck me
forcibly. from a very extensive induction, that the dominion
of these “ powers of the air,” was limited to the rather con-
temptible office of giving a terrible scare. Bogles, warlock,
witches, spunkies and the uneasy spirits of the departed,
who roam about the weird long night solely for the purpose
of frightening some drowsy or jaded, solitary passenger, be-
gan at last to interest me qnite strongly. I fancied, that,
though like Dr. Hornhook “Tadlin’ down on Willie’s mill,
setting his staff wi’ a’ his «kill to keep him sicker.”—though,
like him, I should see the sight which is described in the lines

“T there wi’ something did forgather,
That put me in an eerie swither;
An’ awfu’ scythe, out-owre ae shouther,
Clear-dangling, hang ;
A three-taed leister on the ither,
Lay large and lang,”

I would address his ghostship :
“ Guid-een’, quo I; Friend, where ye gaun.”

But this fortune I never had. More than once, however, 1
imagined myself to be in the immediate neighbourhood, as
some one addressing his ubiqutious highness says, of

“ Auld Hornie, Satan, Nick, or Clootie,
Or thou, whatever title suit thee,
Wha in yon cavern grim an’ sootie,
Closed under hatches,
Spairges about the brimstone cootie,
To scaud poor wretches !”

and then

“ The endgel in my nieve did shake,

Each bristl'd hair stood like a stake,

When wi’ an eldritch staur, quaick-quaick—
Amang the springs,

Awa ye squather’'d like a drake,

On whistling wings.”

A little experience of this kind effectually brought home
upon me the conviction that bis sootie grimness was never
able to accomplish much of importance “ Whyles, ranging
like a roarin’ lion, and on the strong wing'd tempest flyin’,
tirlin’ the kirks,” and that his vaunted power could never be

exercised except when *“in the human bosom pryin’, unseen
he lurks ;” consequently the prestige of his authority in this
sublunar sphere, was for me, everlastingly tarnished and
dimmed. But, how—what of those spirits which walk the
earth under the pale moon’s rays, or in the black obscure,—
those ghastly phantoms which proclaim their past woes, and
predict futare vengeance, which haunt the authors of violence
and fraud, and drag them to an untimely end or an awful
confession, those spectres, ominous of death, murders and
dire calamities, as when

“In the most high and palmy state of Rome,

A little ere the mightiest Julius fell,

The graves stood tenantless, and the sheeted dead
Iid squeak and gibber in the Roman streets.”

This class haunts deserted houses and perambulates in
retreats of solitude,—the spirits of those who once lived on
earth. Time and again they have been recognized. The
lineaments of the spirit's face are the same as those of the
face of clay, but wan, pale and shadowy. In the most of
cases, the spirit of the shroud surrounds it, pale and shadowy
too,—a spirit it must be, for the real shroud, we are certain,
is mouldering in the grave. Not vncommonly also do we
hear of the departed appearing with the very same dress
worn in life, even to the minutest detail of pattern, while we
know of a certainty, that long ago the ragman must have
disposed of that identical snit which now may be gracing the
upper end of a city Don, or constituting the substratum of a
billet-doux. Even the phantom horse has appeared with Lis
phantom rider.

But, strange enough, these spirits sometimes have the
vocal chords of their sepulchral throats of sufficient firmness
and tension to cause a vibration of the air, which spreads on
the night wind till they strike on the ear with words of pro-
phetic strangeness and awe. Their ghostly lungs, 100, must
have no inconsiderable amount of the virtues of the leather
of a bellows, for they force such a current of ghost-breath
through their nasal organs as to trill them into articulate
speech in some cases, though most often into sounds disre-
gardful alike of the elements of language and the Diatonic
scale.

Now all these are facts. Ears have heard them, eyes have
seen them, and tongues have deponed to them. How can
we but believe? ¢ But,” you say, “ ears can testify ouly to
affections of the auditory nerves, eyes to the affections of
the optic nerves, and the tongue expresses these sensations.
The auditory and optic nerves are often affected under cer-
tain states of bodily and mental ill-health. and certain ex-
ternal physical circumstances, so as to give us the sensation of
areal apparition.” Granted,—it was just such considerations
which divested this romantic field of exploration from the
terrors which at first hedged it in from me. Now, by the
touch of my staff, as of a magician’s wand, I transformed a
spectre into a snow-laden windfall. Again, as the moon was
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rising round and full over a hill surrounded by wooded
ravines, in the ominous stilluess a hideons hobgoblin of im-
mense proportions and iudefinable parts, appeared on the
swmmit, slowly advancing towards me. I hesitated for a
moment. searcely beﬁeﬁ'r'rug my senses. I strained my eyes,
1 couldu’: disbelieve in the apparition. Its large white sha-
dowy horns bristling in front, and its irregular EIin moved
in an unearthly manner swifily towards me. I dashed my
upraised foot to the ground, and in an iustant was turned in
full flig t dewn 11 e Lridle path into the ravine. Panting I
soon gained the other side, and stretehing out my staff, which
was at once my sword and magic wand, to press aside a
Lranch of foliage, I anxiously peered across for the spectre.
I saw it ahout descending into the ravine reselved iuto a
Ayrshirve heifer and its shadow.

3ut never vet did I stand alone be‘ore the immortal part
of man unveiled. Never yet did I expeiience the chilling
flood run through my veins and freeze the hair in their
sockets, as a shrouded spectre raised its hand of bony white-
ness, and pointed into vacuity. T did not believe that spirits
burst from their prisons to gambol on this earth of onrs in
lonely solitude, and for such inane purposes. Aund, besides,
I felt assured that all such apparitions could be accounted tor
on natural principles. It was unorthodox to helieve the
soul to wander in human likeness on the earth before its
reanion to the body ; it was heretieal to believe in the spirit-
vality of the apparition of a shroud, a tartan plaid, a horse
or a sound. For the inferrnee is that clothes, horses and
sounds have spiritual existences, bearing the same relation
10 their material r presentatives that the apparition of the
human form does to the human body. Therefore, if an ap-
parition of the human body is to be considered its spirit. the
apparition of a coffin shrowd, dress, or horse, has equally as
strong elaims to be considered the spirits of ihe objects
which they represent. Then everything animate and inani-
mate has a spiritoal existence wiich correspouds in shape to
the material—a doctrine of modern spiritual sm.

But more extravagant than this srticle of spiritualism, we
are led by it to attribute to these spirit= of things the power
of voluntarily changing the properties of their being, so as to
be at one time intangible and iuvisible, and at another time
ca able of vibrating the air, of causing cool currents, and of
reflecting the rays “of light. Bat as phsical science has in-
Vestlt!a:l,etl the phenomena of nature much more closely than,
&lghh seers have their ghosts, we are compelled to become
sceptics in the belief of tha objective existence of such sights.
But even should we not, from the facts observed we can
come ouly to the eonclusion that the “shades” of human
form are * image- " of the human body, as the apparition of
a shroud is the image o' a material shroud. There is no
reason whatsoever for believing the “shade ” to be a human
soul. And then the human “shade” appears to be as inno-
cuous as the phantom horse or phantom cloth.

These considerations firmly indoctrinated into my nature,
I bad a great curiosity to eucoanter a ghost not made of
flesh and blood. I h.d no fears. for ile.re I had my staff; a
staff’ is a mateh for any piece of wiite coiton; much more
then is my stafl’ a masen for the apparition of a shroud which
is minu~ matter, while my staff is spirit plus matter. Aud
if a shroaded spectre rose before me, I would teel conscious
of mv superiority, for the spectre could oppose ouly spirit to
me, while T conld oppose him probably with just as much
gpirit. and a good strong body to boot.

But I saw no ghost. Probably 1 had not reverence
enough for the caste to procure an introduction to their noc-
turnal dignities; and so the time passed oun. I read stor es
of haunted renements, supernatural phenomena, and mys er-
ions aceucies; but they were in tar off lauds, or at least
beyoud the range of my mspection. The spirit of adventure
burned within me, but no opportunity could I fiud for its

exervise—no sight to challenge like the young Dane:

“ What may this mean,
That thon, dead corse, again, in complete steef,
Revisit’st [hus the ul;m PSS ut the moon,
Making night hideous."

No Kirk-Alloway to pass
*¢ W here ghaists and howlets nightly cry.”’

After some time I came to college. At the close of my
Freshman year arrived the long waited for opportunity. A
haunted house—a havnted house in Halifax, and a pack of
students r ady for any adventare, be it ouly romantic enough.
Just what I longed for.

( To e concluded in the next.)

EDIUCATION AN EQUALIZER.

It appears strange that amidst so moch harmony such
great diversity exists—not only in men but all through
created nature, althongh in no other natnral order t so great
an extent. The differences of one man’s face. figure, voice,
character from those of another are so vuniversal that we are
surprised to find a vivid likeuess in any physical or moral
feature even hetween the members of one family. DBut it is
in the distribation of intellectual gifts that we see this dis-
tinetion more clearly marked. The great talents with which
some men have been so liberally endowed, enable them, with
apparently little exertion, to ri-e rapidly from that stution in
life, which, it would appear at first sight, nature h d designed
them to fill. Oune man is blessed with a remarkable insight
into the unfathomable regions of philosophy ; another is
gifted with an imaginative g nins; a third with the power
of eloquence. Any one of these talents is alone sufficient 1o
give its possessor a vast influence over hs fellow beings.
Aund we someitmes mee' with all these faculties combined in
a smgle mind.  That Eduocation or any other Art can des-
troy the influence which these natural gifts enable one to
exert we do not pretend to say; but werely that i can, and
does, to a very considerable extent, overcome their power;
not by lowering in any way the possessor of these talents
but by raising nearer to their staudard those whom nature
has less hhem}]y endowed.

Our chief source of super'mrltv is km)w]ed«fe. He who
po sesses the greater and more widespread kuowledﬂe of his
fel own:en and things around him can exereise a power over
his ignorant lnuhl‘en, to which, in spite of all their opposi-
tion, Lhey are forced to yield. Ll e why does the student
pour day after day and year after year over worm-eaten
volumes and mus y mdlluSLI‘ipLS, eagerly absorbing iuto his
capacious mind the uninteresting facts of lnstory, the dry
details of other men’s lives, the ln(idmn mysteries of science,
the never-ending controversies of theology ' He knows l.he
value of these Acquiqitions—-—the power they place within his
grasp. Were he only omniscient he would be well nigh
omnipotens, in his limited sphere, and it is to approach as
near omnipotence as ¢ireumstances will allow, that ambitious
man is econstantly striving  If then the possession of know-
ledge is the chiit source of power; the faculties which eun-
alile a man to acquire information readily, are most to be
desired. Now Education muakeas the acquisition of kuow-
ledge easy, not ouly to the few specially gifted with acquisi-
tive talen's, but «qually to all. By means of the training
power to which he has subjected his mind, the student is
able 10 command for his own use the invaluable thoughts of
the world’s great thinkers. In an howr he can master a
problem which has cost a Newton the labor ol a lifetime.
He can stow upon the shelves of his swall library i+ the
form of Cyclopmdiis and Dictionaries far more knowledge
than he cau remewber. Through education the youth of
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twenty, in our day just beginning life, just commencing in
earnest to learn one of the great lessons which this world of
ours has to teach, has treasured up in his mind information,
the half of which, would add ten-iold to the wisdom of a
Socrates and render the conquering of worlds a mere pastime
for an Alexander. The search for wisdom does not now
seem so formidable a task as it did ages age. The labour
which it was necessary for the studeut to expend in order to
work out some pet idea, and for which, perchance, his p-cu-
liar studi s ill-fitted him has been undergon- once for ali,
and now he can reap the fruit of the toil which his predecs-
sors have borne. These inducements to learning operate in
two ways to cqualize men. First they bring move competi-
tors into the field and thus render it more difficalt for any
one man to rise to eminence. Aund secoudly they point out
mo e clearly to each the special part which his taleuts fic
him to play, and as each man runs exactly in the groove
which nature has designed tor him there is far less probability
of one’s obtaining fame through another’s mistakes. Were
this idea to be followed out it could easily be proven that,
the greater the Division of Labor (one of the outgrowths of
our civilization) the less chance there i- for genius to elevate
its possessor far above h's competitors.

In our day thereis less scope for genius and more for
perseverance.  No sooner have the thoughts of our great
poets, h storians, orators, or philosophers, been expressed in
langnage, whether through the piess, upon the platform or
the pulpit, than they are circulated as widelv as their merit
or popularity claim. Tu ancient time< how different! The

_eloquence of » Demosthenes ar a Cicero reached no farther
than the outskirts of the crowd whom they addressed ; the
wisdom of a Socrates or a Plato was coufined to the select
crcle with whom they conver-eld.  Then the fame of every
man depended entirely on the results of his orig nal thonghts
and genius had full ~cope for h-r unaided power. Now it
depends more on the use men make of the ideas of others,
and, proportionably to the number of minds capable of re-
producing, remodelling and dressing up in attractive form
the thoughts of able anthors whose writings have been long
forgotten, so are the chances of great fame dimini hed.

Every new faer that is added to the vast mass of know-
fedge now within reach of any one who has access to our
mammoth mod: rn libraries, leaves just so wuch less for the
inquirers of a future gencration to learn; and while it bes-
tows upon the discoverer himself fame proportionate 1o the
value of the discovery. it lessens the chances of all the as-
pirants of future nge- to acqnire eminence. For this reason
—that while the ameunt of knowledge still remaining hidden
from the world is decreased by the discovery of this fact, the
competitors for fame are constantly increasing. So that a
less amount of undiscovered knowledge remaius to be divided
among a greater number of those seeking to obtain it.  Thus
as the world grows older the strife will become hotter, and
the ¢hanees of one man’s towering far above his competitors
will be constantly decreasing.

But look ar itin another way. Suppose a ease—which
indeed can ouly exist in our imagination, for we shall never
have the opportunity of testing it, unless we should be so
fortunate as to alight upon an American eriminal jury, who
fulfill.d in every particular the qualifications for such a tri-
bunal.  Suppose a number of untaught men, innocent of any
knowledge wha ever, absolute persouifications of ignorance.
If there were placed before such persons some wondertful
piece of mechanism such as a locomotive or a telescope, what
great diversity of opinion would be expressed with recard to
this unknown wonder. The unaided genius of each man
would be exercised to fiud out the mystery. If one of the
number were gifted with extraordinary powers, they would
immediately show themselves, nor would the dulness and
stupidity of those who were very sparingly endowed be any

the less apparent. The naturil talents of each would be his
only resource, consequently he who had the clearest brain
would be the first to catch the ides.  Were a simil ir course
pursued with men of Iﬁaruing, genius would take a longer
time to display itself, and even when manifested would not
make the possessor appear so conspicuous above his fellows.

For a practiesl illustration of this, we have ouly to apped
to the experience of these who have heen ensaged in the
oceupation ot schooi-teaching. In the primary depa unent
of a graded school, even a careless ebserver canuot help
perceiving the marked difference in the readiness with which
some pupils pick up an ide: compared with others. But as
he goes up the scale he will find the: difference gradually
decreasing nntil he reaches the highest class, where possibly
the teacher himself may find difficulty iu estimating the
competency of each scholar.  Aud the same prineiple holds
good after the beys have left schoo! and entered their several
prote-sions.

Of course, other things being equal, he who possesses
eminent abilities, of whatev-r nature, stands head and
shoulders above his less gifted comrade-.  But it is just as
certain that these great talents eau exert far less power over
profoundly educved men than over those who are grossly
ignorant, even though in the first case their possessor is as
learned, and in the second as destitute of knowledge as
those he is trying to influence.

To prove the truth of the principle we are trying to es-
tablish, witness the present political aspect of those swo great
nations, who have figured so extensively in the history of
Europe, for many centuries back. For the intellicence of
her common people and for the efficiency ot her Un versitiag,
Great Britain is surpassed by only one othercountry ; while
Frauce on the other hand is as low in the seale of Loth com-
mon and higher education as it is possible for a nation hold-
ing ber high position to be. In the one country we find the
functions of government divided am nga number of very
able and competent men, each performing so efficiently the
duties of his own department that we caunot well point out
the superiority of one over the ather. In the other country
we perceive the whole machinery of state under the guidance
of one man, who is absolutely so powerful that he can dic-
tate to a great nation the form of povernment under which
they must live, and can silence all opposition to his plans by
simply threatening to resign the Presidency. How all Eng-
land would laugh if Mr. Gladstone, in order to pass his Irish
Church ill, had threatened to resign the Piemiership.
How many men possibly #s competent us he are waiting for
some event to turn up which shall compel the Liberal Pre-
mier to retire. Yet in Frunce were any accident to arise
which would oblige M. Thiers to abandon the dictutorship,
the whole nation would be thrown into a ferment. and anar-
chy would follow. Aund this, we presume, not becau-e M.
Thiers is so em'uently ~uperior to all European statesmen.
Count Bismare< surpasses him in the art ol statecraft. but
possesses far less power. Neith r Mr. Gladstone ror Mr.,
Disraeli is but much, if at all, inferior to the venerable
French dictator, and still all the inflaence of the<e two great
leaders combined does not approach that of Thiers. There
can be only one solution to the problem, and that is the lack
of education in France.

Presipext McCosa of Princeton College, says he has
never asked for a dollar for the college, and does not wish
when he dies that the text shall be, “ And it came to pass
that the beggar died and was buried."— K.

A Pror., hearing the minister preach from the text, * Set
your affections on things above,” fell in love with g youug
lady who sat in the gallery.— &z, '
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Our subscribers will oblige us by remitting the amounts
of their subscriptions as soon as possible. It we were not
pressed by the printer, we would be sorry to disturb our
readers by directing their attention to this, generally, un

welcome subject.
D. S. Fraseg, Sec'y.

Tae attention of the students appears to have been dis-
tracted to no inconsiderable exfent, from attendance on the
meetings of the various societics, during the last few weeks,
This is partly due, no doubr, to the interruption caused by
the holiday season, and partly to the stormy evenings on
which these meetings of late fell. We were, notwithstand-
ing these drawbacks, ratner disappointed in the small num-
ber who attended the late meetings of the students of the
University. The matters which come up on these occasions
are such as shculd engage the attention of every student, and
indifference shows, to say the least, a great lack of pluck
and public spirit. We know that sometimes the pressure of
work comhbined with other cirecumstances forms a good reason
for absence ; but too often it is to be feared that this time is
employed in stady to make up for idle spells during the day.
Students, it is your duty to attend those meetings. If you
conduct your work praperly it will not retard your studies.
As a general rule those who are most attentive to these
duties come off best at the close of the term, while those who
plod at their books at home while their confreres are tran-
sacting business for them, generally come out not above
With respeet to the literary societies the case is
different. The attendance here is generally good, for it
affords exercise for improvement. But there is also room
for the exerc'se of talent in the Students’ meeting, and
should there be none, we should not leave the management
of University affairs (o a faithtul few on account of our own
indisposition or selfishness. A word more, however, on the
literary societies. They should be attended more fully than
they are. Towards the close of the term the decrease in at-
tendance is usually very marked. Yet those who never miss

mediam.

| the heather in its native clime.

one session are, as a general rule, those who never miss their
honours at Convocation. The change of exercise in taking
part in the discussions of the various subjects which come up,
is he:lthy. It acts as a mental tonic. The training it gives
for the correct and fluent expression of thought, is another
very important point overlooked by lazy students too often,
until they have cause ever afier to Jament their carelessness.
Good scholars are very good. DBat save us even from good
scholars, whose manner, either in the pulpit or on the plat-
Good speak-
ing is going out of fashion in the present day. We have
had misery enough in listening to bores. Students, practise
in your societies. Study how to speak as well as what to
say. The world is sufficiently afflicted with poor public
speaking, without the addition of another generation of

form pains the listener as well as the speaker.

| stammerers.

Tae Celtic language is yet lingering in Nova Scotia.
Perhaps there are more who use it in America than in its
native home. Yet the grand old language is falling back be-
fore the advance ot the almo-t cosmopolitan Euglish tongue.
In the interest of Philology, as well as for any other use,
the language should be preserved and studied. As there are
several students attending our University who are masters of
the language, and yet others who have a partial knowledge
of it, it is highly desirable thar a society should be formed

 for the study and caltivation of Celtic literature in Dalhousie.

Let our Celtic friends, the descendants of the indomitable
ancient Sires of the North, move in the matter, and form an
Ossianic Society. There are such societies among the
students of the Scottish universities, and they flourish like
It is not saying too much
either, if we hint that the like could even flourish in Halifax.
How proudly, in that case, could we stretch out our hand
across the water to our sister societies in old Scotland! And
how certainly might we expect a “ Highland welcome!”
Talk the matter over. The object is worthy. The subject
is noble.

ACRNOWLEDGEMENT.—At a meeting of the students held
on Friday, 17th prox., it was moved, seconded, and passed
unanimously and with acclamation, That our heartiest thanks
be tendered to the Managers of the I and W. & A. Railroads,
for their recent kinduness in granting to all who wished to
travel along the lines, tickets at half-price, extending over
the whole time of the Christmas Vacation.

[This acknowledgement we have great pleasure in insert-
ing. The gentlemanly officials of the R. R. have always
treated us with great kindness and consideration.—Ebs.

READING.

THE present century is one in which many important dis-
coveries have been made, and many wonderful inventions
sought out. It is an age that has witnessed the development
of science, to a degree that is almost incredible ; that has, in
fact, seen more done towards the advancement of civilization,
the enlightening of the masses, and the elevation of the human
family, than any other. Though this is true, and should tend
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to make every right-thinking man and woman exhibit greater
energy in directing, into the proper channels, the mighty
agencies at work ; though it should inspire them with warmer
zeal in exerting their influence, for good, with ever increasing
power, yet their energy will often be blunted, and their zeal
cooled by seeing others turn against them the very means
which they them-elves employ.

This leads us to believe with the Persian philosophers of
old, that there is a constant struggle going on between good
and evil. Though we do not agree with them in the belief
that these principles are the beginning of all existence,
spiritual and material, yet we do believe that good will even-
tually vanquish evil.  We may view the contest upon various
battlefields. We may see Honesty grappling with Dis-
honesty ; Temperance steadily gaining ground upon its
slowly retreating foe—Intemperance; Education capturing
the victims of Ignorance and Vice; Christianity carrying on
a mighty warfare with Error and Superstition ; and Scepti-
cism, with his colleague Infidelity, retiring before their over-
powering foe—True Religion, which will, without doubt.
prove to be “ the little leaven” that “leaveneth the whole
lamp.” Interesting and exciting as it may be to any age in
any of these contests, we must turn, for a short time, to a
point that many may eonsider of little importance, but which,
nevertheless, is worthy of no small amount of attention and
careful thought.

If we look out upon the literary field, we can there see a
struggle, which is full of interest, carried on in a manner by
no means inactive, though without the noise of battle. We
do not refer to the wordy strifes, and keen controversies en-
gaged in by those who think differently on points of politics,
philosophy, science, or religion, but simply to literature that
is capable of conveying profit and instruction to the reader,
as opposed to what is open to objection, and liable to taint
the morals, or leave & stain upon the character.

It will, no doubt, be admitted that Reading is a means hy
which much good can be effected ; that the very low price of
literature is an advantage, and enables us, more easily, to
spread truth and knowledge fur and wide, throughout the
universe. It will also be granted, we think, that the cheap-
ness of reading matter affords a means of easting abroad the
seeds of vice and error, which too often grow up attended by
the results universally effected by bad weeds.

Presuming that this cannct be denied, we venture the as-
sertion that there is too much reading at the present time.
We will first suppose the literary taste of society to be such
that no one will read any thing having a tendency to taint
the purest morals or injure a blameless character. We will
allow all ; the Bible ; religious, scientific and philosophie pro-
ductions ; the first-class poets ; the works of Scott, Thackeray,
and Dickens; and well written histories and hiographies.
Now a person may read these, or perhaps only a few of
them, and still read too much. Many take up a book, go
through it, get another, and yet another, finish them, think
them done, and look for more. With a little care, however,
you can soon find that they have read them, (we presume
they speak the truth), but they have not studied them.
They have not digested the food drawn from their pages, but
have left it in a confused mass liable to produce mental dys-
pepsia. Many read for the mere sake of reading; that they
may be able to say they have read such and such a treaties,
the matter being a secondary consideration. Some read for
the general thread of the story, entirely neglecting the style;
and not a few because they have no other way to occupy
their time.

Of these three classes those who compose the first can
probably repeat quite a list of books that have come under
their notice, and will endeavour to impress upon you the idea
that their knowledge of literature is quite extensive. When
you come, however, to enquire into the subjects treated, the

arguments advanced, they are brought to their level, and ex-
pose their true position. They stand before you stripped of
the vain pretences with which they tried to covceal their real
character. You will soon be obliged to conclude that they
have been trying to deceive you. They have supposed you
to be as ignorant as themselves ; and a knowledge of this fact
causes you to leave them with a sense of disappointment;
and yet of satisfaction that youn have seen them reflected from
their own dusty mirror.

Those who read in order to get the story, deserve, we
think, more sympathy. They have an aim, proper enough,
perhaps, as far as it goes. They spend their time to better
purpose than those who constitute the first class, yet it is
surely plain that they would have profited greatly if less was
read, or more time spent on what they did read. The siyle
should receive a large share of attention. It is a very impor-
tant point to those who wish to figure as writers, or speakers,
or even to be agreeable, pleasant and entertaining in the
social circle. Much valuable time is, to a great extent, lost,
by reading for the matter alone, without paying a due
amount of attention to the style.

They who read, for the purpose of driving away ennui,
are to be pitied, and yet deserve censure. Of the works we
have allowed them, they select only those which require very
little thought, and yet afford a certain degree of pleasure.
They fall into the habit of reading what is popularly known
as “light literature,” and rest contented with it; matter of a
more substantial and instructive character requiring too much
exertion of the mental powers; a perusal of it increasing
rather than dispelling ennui.

It will now be understood that when we speak of too much
Reading, we do not mean that too much time is spent, or
even that too many books are read; but that the proportion
of Reading to the thought and study given to the matter
exceeds its proper bounds. 'We do not advocate less Reading,
but more thought, deeper meditation on what we read. This
is what we mean, and who, after carefully deliberating upon
society in general, with regard to this matter, can honestly
come to any other conclusion? Of course we admit that
there are exceptions, and only regret thaj they are so few.

There is a class of writing which we have, so far. left out
of sight. 'We refer to what is generally known as * Yellow-
covered literature,” but which appears more repugnant under
the title * Dime Novels.” The character of the stories and
legends contaived in these is almost universally such that
they leave a stain upon the mind of the reader which time
canunot remove, nor the ages of eternity efface. These are
rendered still more disastrous in their effects, by the peculiar
attractions they possess for the young, and injudicious, whose
minds are incapable of resisting their evil influences. ‘The
number of such demoralizing tales circulated on the continent
of America is really alarming. New York sends them out
by thousands, and it is to be regretted that many of them
bear the name of a Nova Scotian. The smaller the number
of Dime Novels, or anything akin to them, is circulated and
read, and the more consigned to the flames before being
opened, the better for society. The objeet of all our Reading
should be to acquire information, and that too of a useful
nature. In order to gain this point care must be taken in
the choice of books. Only those from which we can obtain
some additional knowledge of value, and which will tend to
improve our style, should be selected. A mere superficial
reading is not sufficient; thonght, meditation, study are
necessary. They who read in a superficial manner are like
the farmer, who in autumn, goes into his potato field, runs
the plough through the drills, and then leaves it. Every one
knows that he must dig, pick and puat his crop info some
place of satety before it will serve his purpose. So the
reador must not only reud, but- dig and pick, that is, study
and think, turn out all that is useful, and store it up in thg
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cellar of his mind, that it may be at hand when required.

We have considered all literature under two general
classes, that capable of effecting good, and that liable to pro-
duce evil. Each class is, as it were, the leader of an army ;
those who read filling the ranks. As a good soldier is
usually inspired by the same spirit as his commander, we
should feel the importance of putting aside all immoral
leaders, and of selecting as our gnides those whom we can
follow with salety and profit.

As the displacement of all disloyal and disaffected officers,
by true-spirited men, will secure proper couduct on the part
of the soldiers, and consequently preserve and promote union
and harmony in the ranks, and enable them to go on congner-
ing and to conquer; so the complete extirpation from our
hnd of all re ding matter which has a demoralizing tendency ;
a wider circulation aud a more careful perusal of useful and
instructive literature would be followed by the joyful shouts
of those who remain victors. To such a victory could
undoubtedly be traced the development of a more refined
style ; of deeper thought ; of purer sentiments, and a greater
demand for literary productions of a profitable and elevating
character.

Pallusiensia,

FooTsaLL, which was a!l the rage before the Christmas
vacation, secms to have unaccountably declined. |

A crever Soph, who is studying extra Clussics, makes
ont as much translation in one night as it takes him two to
revise.

Tue fair sex of Halifax seem to have a greater mesmeric
influence over our Seniors than Prof. Stone was zble to
exert.

Jupacing from the hollow sounds we hear proceeding from
the Chemistry room, some of the students must have very
empty heads.

A Frusuyax of last winter lately astonished the inhabi-
tants of Pictou by addressing every female he met with, as
“ Maddme.”

Britisa TeMprLArIsSM is growing in favour among the
Seniors. To British institutions and our Seniors both we
say, Semper floreatis.

Waen the writer of “ An unavailing Ghost hant” (see
page 41), was making his investigation of spirits, what branch
of science was he pursuing ? bpu,tml analys s, of eourse.

Facrerious Senior to Freshmau—*1I say, did you hear
of the student who got shot?”  IFreshman, aghast—* Hea-
vens, no! how did it happeu?” Senor—*Why he bought
it."

Prorrssor Stonz, the celebrated Electro-biologist, has
recently paid a visit to Halifax. Several students went up
to test his mesmerising powers, but he had no more etlect
on them than any other stone.

WAt a clever lot of Freshmen we have! Th= momeut
any Junior or Senior pastes up a notice on the blackboard,
some cheeky Fresh. assigus his signature, or alters the word-
ing to suit his own eritical ta-te.

Tir Senior Edior, who was absent for over a fortnight
during vacation season, was received by a publie ]e{,ture in
FIEII(_lI on his arrival.  Although 1mgummg after the So-
eratic method, the conversazione soon developed into a one-
sided didactic harangue, owing to the failure of our arch
scape-goat in luwuu,m, ability. May he have strength to
bear the iniquity "ot us all.

Severar of our studen s are attending t' e classes of Dr.
Honeyman in Geology and Palmontology, in the Provincial
Museum. The scieutific tunh,n(‘v of the times is also exhi-
bited here by the preseunce of the fair.

Pr()f-—-“ Translate 1i erally * fingerent altiores Pyrenacum
jugis. ”  Student, who had lost s printed Ll‘.nml.ttluu of
Livy-—*The rest ot the Phoeuicians fingered the jugs.” A
Fresh. in a similar dilemma, commenced Virgil ihus: *“Arms
and a man, with a dog.’

The new desks and chairs in the library are a doubtful
succes-.  While the Prof of Metaphysics was lately lectur-
ing in that roow, a crash like thonder was heard, and a
Junior wrapped in mental contempla ion stared widlly over
the ruins of his broken chair.

Wortay or Notice.—The Senior class this year is so
punc ual and well behaved generally, that a clock which
scarcely ever indica es even an approximation to"tru= time,
is fixed up in the Hal,icv is said, for the sheer purpose of
giving some of the professors an opportunity for censuring
the inunvcents.

AT a recent students’ meeting, it was moved, seconded,
aud passed unammonsly, that Mr. Bethune, Medical, be
elected  Vice-President of the Students—the office formerly
filled by Mr. Melchertson, deceased. Mr. Bethune was ac-
cordingly called to the chair, amid the acclamations of the
meeting.

THE course of “Popular Leetures™ on Chemistry, in
Dalhousie, 1s largely attended by the citizens of Hulitax.
There is quite an interest manifested in scientific subjects by
the ladies of this ci'y of late. This course promises to be
patronised by them as extensively as the course in Botany
last summa=r. This we counsider to be a move in the right
direction. It certainly augurs well for the future of Halifax.

Soume sister College snid lately that its Juniors Ganot
learn their Physics. O Dalhousie * Three-Year-Olds”
Kant even Reid their Metu-physics. Oue unfortunate re-
cently tried to studv a philosophical treatise, aud soon atter
gave it up in disgust, declaring it to be a Man-sell.  Another
took up a second book. but failed to do it up Browa. A
third, unable to digest his Bieon, ** went for” his Stewart,
and Locke-d him in the garret.

Samp a drunker man, as he re led past a Kirk Church in
Ediuburgh, which boasted of a towu-clock, at that time a
quarter of an hour too fas'—* Weel noo, (hic) I did'na
thocht that the Chureh o’ Scotland (hic) was so far ahead o’
the Autiburghers.”  We students, however, are in a different
plight. The College clock, by which the classes a-e sup-
posed to be rerulated, has been slowly but surely los ng two
or three minutes every day, and if it goes on as it Las done
of late, we will soon reced- into the mididle of lust week.
No wouder outsiders talk of Dualhousie being behind the sge.

Prrsonals,

Epinezer D. MiLrnar, B.A., has been elected President
of the New College Missionary Society, Edinburgh.

Isasac Bamp. a general student in ’68-69, at present
attending the * Union Theological Seminary,” is about to be
sent on a mission to the Chippewa Indians to the south west
of lake Superior.

D. C. Fraskr, B.A., '72, has come to the city wlmre he
is prosecuting his studies in Law.
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Ghips.

Way is a mendacious person sure to fail? DBecause his
lie-abilities are so great.-

TrirTy Chinese recently arrived in the U. S., to be edu-
cated. Good for the * lleathen Chinee.”

SAaxo~y doubles her population in 45 years, England in
8 po] years, Fng

49, Prussia in 54, Russia in 56, Wurtemberg and Switzer-
land in 114, and France in 198.—FBx.

Tue Khedive of Egypt is probably the richest man in the
world. His yearly income is $50,000,000, and he has
twenty-five richly-furnished palaces within the walls of Cairo.
—Teacher’'s Record.

A MeMBER of the last graduating class has discovered that
“love is like the measles, because every body gets it ;” if this
is the gentleman’s recent experience, we all hope to graduate
soon.— fir.

A.M. means, ordinarily, that a man has been out of college
for three years, and during that time has saved five dollars,
which he is willing to give to some college for the privilege
of being called Master of Arts.— Yale Record.

It costs at least four times as much in Dalhousie.

«%GM@& Pems,

Tue library of Cornell numbers 35,000 volumes.— K.

In France there are over three hundred colleges, not one
of which will admit lady students.—JZb.

Tae largest library in the West is at Ann Harbour. It
eontains 22,000 volumes.—Simpsonian.

A Depating Sociery has recently been formed in
Boston, the members of which are deaf mutes.—/lndex
Niagarensis.

Aunerst CoLLeGE spent $1,400 in advertising last July.
The result is that the Freshman class is the largest ever
known in the instituttion.— Qui Vive.

AccCorpING to an article in Chamber’s Journal for May,
1872, the number of young men who go to college seems to
be greater in Scotland than in any other country, the propor-
tion being one to every thousand of the population. In
Germany the proportion is one to every two thousand six
hundred, and in Eagland one to every five thousand eight
hundred.— Teacher’s Record.

OUR BUSINESS DIRECTORY.

Siudents, patronize those who patronize you.
SEE ADVERTISEMENTS.

Clothing, - - - - - James K. Munnis,
Boots aud Shoes, - - - - A. A. Bliss,
Musie, - - - - - - Peiler Sichel & Co.,
Books & Stationery, &e. - - S. T. Hall,
“ - - - - A. & W. Mackinlay,
“ % - - William Gossip,
g & - - - Connolly & Kelly,

13 o - -

A. P. Katzman.

Lrrrers Recrivep. Rev. A. P Seeton, London, G. B.;
John Stewart, Scotsburn; Rev. J. D. Murray ; James Fitz-
patrick ; Geo. P. Murray.

Parrt of # Editor’s Table ” crowded out.

EDITOR’S TABLE.

WE have received the prospectus of the new work on Nova Scotia
to which we alluded in one of our lawe issues.  Feeline the importance
ot every aitempt to make Nova Scotia beiter known to its own in-
habitants as well as to foreigners, it is with much satisfaction we eall
the arcention of all our readers and especially the students of Dalhousie
to the book. I he necessity for such a book we need not mention. We
await its appearance with no small degree of impatience. It will be
issued we understand sometime before the close of the year. The
volum: will be eniitled Nova Scoria, in its Historical, Mercantile und
Industrial Relations, by Duncan Campbell, Halifux, N. S. It will con-
sist of about 500 pages octavo, printed in Long Primer, on goo!l paper,
and substantially bound, to be published by sabscription. Price in
Cloih $2 00, Fall Calt, $3.00  As to the subjeet matter of the volume,
it will present within moderaie compass, a comprehznsive skewh of the
History of the Provinee, in combination with its mercantile and indus
trial development down to the year 1370; special prominence being
given to the transactions of the last fifty years. It will embody the
frait of seven years’ close study of Nova Scotia, particularly in its in-
dustrial interests—nunder which branch of the suhject every County, in-
cluding those of Cape Breton, will be noticed separately. Original
sketches of prominent individuals, aud incidental descriptions of
scenery will add to the interest of the work, which the author will nog
only endeavor to make readable but of permanent valne. The Appen-
dix will contain all necessary statistics, and the Index wiil be copions
in order ro make the work of reference counvenient, From whar we
know of the author we have hich expectations of the book, and so can
recommend it to our students and all those who take upon themselves
the responsibility of educating the Nova Scotian youths, as well as to
the public ia general.

EXCHANGES.

Wk have received the Unlversity Herald for Dee. 3lst, i872—the
first number that has found its way to our collers. Tt isin every re-
spect a literarv and scientifie journal, containinge twelve paves of reading
matter, and four of advertisements. Its locals are not very interesting,
but the college news—to which a large space is devoted—is well
selected. We cannot but admire its neat form.

Tuoe Yale Courant (Jan. 4.), is in the colour of its paper mellow t©
a fanlt. It always abounds in short and exceedingly spirited pieces—
seiting a good examule to all prosy college journals. * Apprenticed
to the Devil,” recommends itseif to our Editorial heart.

Tur College Herald for January, is full of well written articles—
nothing either verbose or sentimental about them.

Qui Vive for Janunry 1st, contains some sensible, thongh rather dry»
reading macter. Lt is sprightly in appearance, and about the same size
as our own Gugzelte.

Tue Index Niagarensis for Jan. 1st, is on our table. It is published
in newspaper form—a poor sabstitate we cannot hut think, for the
compact pages of a genuine college exchange. The paper on which it
is printed seems to be about the worst that can be procured.

Tue Druggist’s Journal, or Department No. 4, of the New York
Mercantile Journal, has been received. It is a most valuable journal to
all who deal in or use “ Drugs and Chemicals.

Mansfield Item, Vol. 1, No. 1, has come to hand. Itvisa weckly
published in Mansfield, Philadelphia.

We welcome the Cuape Breton Times as an exchange, and sc,
especially do the Cape Breton students who form, by no means, an un-
important part of the boys of Dalhousie. With the same feelings do
we receive the Amherst Guzette. Siudents from every part ot the
Maritime Provineds can have the p'easare of revling th ir own locals
m our Reading Room, where our exchanges are im nediately placed.

Tue Mayflower is flonrishing in the Maritime Provinces, and grow-
ing more vigorously still,
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PLANOS, ORGANS AND MUSICAL MERCHANDIZE,

In fact, everything in the Musical line, at reasonable prices.

Orders from a distance will have our prompt attention.

PEILER SICHEL & CO.
427 Granville St., Halifax.

E. PEILER & BROTHER,
ST. JOHN, N. B.

A. A. BLISS,
145 GRANVILLE ST. - - HALIFAX, N.S.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALER IN

Boots, Shoes, and Rubbers.

We wish to call the attention of the public to the fact that we make BY

HAND our Men's Calf and Kip Boots, together with several other lines,
aspecially for our retail trade, which are giving entire satisfaction.
We are also importing largely in French and English Uppers and Fronts,
and are prepared to make to measure, Custom work in all kinds of men's
wear, at the shortest notice, in the most Fashionable Style, and a perfect fit
zuaranteed.

&2 REMEMBER THE PLACE—I145 GRANVILLE ST.

=1

FRESH ARRIVALS AT THE “BEE HIVE”

My Fall Stock of Tweeds, Cloths, Coatings, Beavers, Pilots and Doeskins
all of which will be made up to order m the most fashionable styles anti
best workmanship. All who require good fits and reasonable prices will
please call.

JAMES K. MUNNIS, Upper Water Bt., cor. Jacoh
JUST RECEIVED AT THE “BEE HIVE.

The largest Stock of Ready-made Clothing, Gents’ Furnishing Goods, &c.
All in want of Fashionable and Cheap Goods will please call and examine.
JTAMES K. MUNNIS,
114 Upper Water St., Corner Jacob.

CONNOLLY & KELLY,
BOOKSELLERS and STATIONERS,

HALIFAX.

College, Academy, and Common SCHOOL BOOKS always on hand, and
imported to order.
BLANK NOTE BOOKS, all sizes and Bindinga.
We make a specialitv of the MEDICAL BOOKS now in use at Dalhousie;
a stock of the different authors always on hand.
SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS ordered at short notice.
Note, Letter and Foolscap Papers, Envelopes, Pens, Ink, Pencils, &ec., &ec.,
together with all SMALL WARES usually found in the Trade.

CONNOLLY & KELLY,
35 AND 37 GEORGE STREIT.

WILLIAM GOSSIP,
UNITED SERVICE

BOOK & STATIONERY WAREHOUSE,
No. 87 GRANVILLE STREET, HALIFAX.
Imports and deals in all kinds of

&1 = @ - s & 4T % | PN o=

College & School Books.

Wholesale and Retail Dealer in Books and Stationery, Paper Hangings
Borderings, Plain and Figured Paper Window Blinds.

Mathematical Instruments, Surveyors’ Chains and Tapes always on hand.

Special attention given to the Imporiation and Sale of ARTISTS’ MA-
TERIALS from the best Iouses in the World.

PRINTING and BOOKBINDING done to order, and with dispatch.

BOOKS, &ec., imported to order, from Great Britain and the United States,
with the greatest punctuality.

3™ Enquire particularly for
WILLIAM GOSSIP,

87 Granville Street.

A. & W. MAGKINLAY,

PUBLISHERS,
BOOKSELLERS and STATIONERS,
GRATITILLE STRELT,
HALIFAX, N. §.

PROVINCIAL BOOKSTORE,

GRANVILLE STREET.

Macaulay’s Essays and Speeches.
Carlyle’s Works, cheap edition.
eith Johnston's Historical, Political and Physical Atlas.
Marsh's English Language.
Gray's Botany.
Parkinson’s Mechanies.
Parkinson’s Optics.
Hamilton’s Logic and Metaphysics.
Ganot's P‘f‘iysics. §
Brewster’s Optics.
Mill's Political Economy.
Lewis' Philosophy.
Todhunter's Algebra, Trigonometry, &e.
Seely's Cheap School Books.
Fowne's Chemistry.

BOOKS IMPORTED TO ORDER.
A. P. KATZMANN.

“STATIONERS’ HALL.”

A complete and varied assortment of the finest and most fashionable Sta~
tionery and Writing Materials.

CRESTS aud MONOGRAMS Embossed, Plain or Colored Impressions.

Ball Programmes, Letter-Press and Card Printing promptly and neatly
executed.

LITERATURE:

A fine selection of late Novels and Papers always on hand, and replenished
every Monday.

ALSO FANCY GOODS IN GREAT VARIETY.

S. T. HALL,

121 HOLLIS S8T. - = HALIFAX,




