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serious as we had at first feared. =We were sorry to
miss his lively step and inapirit.xg presence flurmg
the last days of the session. More especga.lly was his 1lln.ess,
which laid him aside from active work in this the busiest

part of the year, felt as a great disappointment to the class in

{E were glad to learn that PRoF. SETH'S illness was not so

Philosophy. The strongest and most enduring of regards is that

in which the true and earnest teacher of men is held by the
student who learns the lesson he has to teach.

Contributed prticles.

TTA.USIONS.

the age ago days of my childhood I frequently heard a
hyn{: sun;g:neg\(:erseyof which wds wont to arouse in myt ::;.altl‘
soul feelings of hot indignation and a wild desire to con l.cn
it openly. The sentiment was no falser than many expressedI i
hymns §hea.r sung with holy fervour nowadays, but yelt1 am

f;d that my ancient enemy has died out of modern hymn-
ks’ . . . o

the verse which so excited my indignation hea\ en was
exalIt.;d at the expense of earth in the following fashion :

““ This world is all a fleeting show
For man’s illusion given,

The smile of joy, the tear of woe,
Deceitful shine, deceitful ﬂow,”

There’s nothing true but heaven.

- An unqualified accep .
first two l?neo would augur bad things ie’or"m!vfum theology,
and at that time the world was in my eyes iy by ”‘M iy k4

\

sort of place indeed. So I rebelled against the first. two lin
But ?ft tﬁo nexluwo were true the world was indeed a base show,
taking from it both en it make !

tance of the statement conveyed in the
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the truth is, that gifted son of Erin was & much better judge of
melodious language than of religious doctrine, and we need not
concern ourselves very deeply with his precise meaning in this
“ Sacred Song.” .

The two first lines will however bear a construction quite

different from their a;;parent meaning, and it is one which we
may well accept thankfully. -

The world is a “ fleeting show,” but it is a fleeting show
through which we come to a knowledge of enduring realities.
And if “man's illusion” is not the primary object of the world’s
existence, yet illusion has its part to play in his preparation for
fuller knowledge and clearer light to come,

But I do not intend this for a hilosophical disquisition upon
the raison d'etre of the world. ?only wish to discourse for a
little upon illusion in general and some effects on particular
persons. 8 L | |

It is the custom of many people to speak of all illusion as
necessarily and only wrong and bad. Such forget that much of
what they willingly admit as truth and reality is come at through
the despised megium of the “fleeting show.” What would life
be without its illusions ? How much of every happy childhood,
for instance, is made up of the veriest illusion, yet what wise
warm heart of mature years does not look back with tender and
reverent recollection to the first years of life with their sense of
Joy and of mystery ? ;

“ f ! i i !
" el sns of the Hen e Tng o priogs |
Nature ever invented !”

Let the most relentless anti-illusionist think for a moment of
what his infancy would have been had he appeared to his sarents
the same appalling bundle, hideous of sight and sound, that
thers saw him! Let him ponder on the awful “ might have

ens” of his schoolboy days, had the * white crow” illusion not
Iw d in his mother’s heart the sentiment of justice and due
for the majesty of law! How often has she, secure in

?f' entirely unillusioned and dis-
but I have never seen one and should
at experience. It is scarcely an exact

to speak of any sort of entity as a.

g7 ;

g vy
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The best example in literature that occurs to me just now of
the unillusioned man is Wordsworth’s Peter Bell, and who can
recall without a shudder the description of that monster—for
monster he certainly was ?

“ There was a hardness in his cheek,
There was a hardness in his eye,
As if the man had fixed his face,

In many a soli place ;
Againut? the vi::iy and open sky !’

One does occasionally come across a person that seems not
far from Peter Bell’s state of sin and misery, but I am inclined
to think that the disillusioned man is a rarer being. A spirit
unsusceptable by nature, and educated into hardness of heart
and formality of mind, may keep itself free from anything that
could claim to any extent the name of illusion, but that a being
endowed with or!inary human feelings and surrounded from the
beginning by the sweet influences of common life, can once come
under the power of that magic which binds so many of us, and
then break utterly free from its gentle yoke, is something I can-

t believe. Sty
P Of course there are multitudes of harmful illusions, and the

sooner they fade the better, but even of what may be called
beneticent {llusions a great many perish, and it would be a great
calamity if they did not do. It would be a melancholy thing to
see an old man subject to the illusions of youth ; but everything
is beautiful in its season. and there are illisions peculiar to every
stage of life. As one illusion fades another brightens. When
we become men we put away childish things. Some day we
shall perhaps put away. the dreams and treasures of our mature
life with the same half-smiling regret with which we took our
leave of those earlierones. =~ A

a3 s G mors syt U 1 i some
and at fgh_e same time more melancholy P A i 1k b
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common herd) but be they companionable or not the common
herd can get an immense amount of amusement out of them.

These shining ones are generally quite young, yet they have
managed in their short day to accumulate such a prodigious
amount of varied experience and information that one approaches
them with a certain air of awe mingled with curiosity. Let me
speak of some such youthful patriarchs, with whose acquaintance
and even friendehip I am honoured. '

D’s soul is indeed “like a star and dwells apart ;” that is, it
does as long as he remembers to keep it apart, but he is always
forgetting about it, and then repenting in sackcloth and ashes.
He is full of gloomy forebodings and dark prophecies, believes
firmly all things are intentionally taking the quickest way to
destruction, and feels that he has a mission here to warn, rebuke,
and guide humankind generally. Not long ago I saw him enter
& room where a gay company was assembled, wearing his most
hideous tie and his most prophetic air—primed to the lips with
lamentation, mourning and woe. “ Grand, gloomy, and peculiar,”
he sat in his corner waiting his prey. I saw him again, after the
capture. It was a very striking case of “catching a Tartar,”
and the Tartar had remarkably pretty eyes. D. thinks his heart
is a judicious mixture of iron and flint, but there he was, all his
Jeremiads forgotten, babbling the smallest of small talk and pay-
ing his captor the most idiotic compliments imaginable to the
intense amusement of sundry and divers specimens of ordina
humanity, who stood round and took in the edifying sight. The
next day I felt it to be my duty—unpleasant and bounden—to
inform him what I thought of his conduct, and, to do him
justice, he appeared to have a most humiliating sense of his fall,

‘at the same time I knew by the remorseful glances he cast
n the atrocious looking tie he had worn the night before,
that the deepest which wrung his mighty soul was caused
by i&tihmghtg hat the lovely Tartar had seen him in such
ions of my second disillusioned friend, L, are so deep,
enely unconscious of them, and so free from the
e habit of mental attitudinizing, that the grace of
7 sits much more beoongly; upon him than upon D.
ed depth of illusion and equally nnfathomed belief

L0 ke é

fmi m it give him in a very marked degree that
vedness to which I have referred as a characteristic of

_h” dinpomlon.
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smash other people’s illusions in the most heart-breaking manner.
This habit miibt naturally be supposed to militate against his
popularity with the victims of his benevolent operations, but he
~ carries on his “holy war” with such imperturbable %ood nature
and such evident affection toward all men that only very ill-
conditioned people take offence at his dealings with them. One
of the most congenial tasks of this gentle iconoclast is the attempt
to exioae to small children the hollow mockery of their most
cherished beliefs. How often has he, entirely to his own satis-
faction, demolished the venerable Santa Claus and shown the
sprightly Jack the Giant-killer to be a miserable unreality, yet
I do not know one of his victims who does not still listen with
half fearful delight for the coming of the most affable of saints
on Christmas eve, or whose eyes do not still brighten at the
narration of the wonderful exploits of the dearest hero of child-
hood. . ,
E. “my last and dearest” of these dwellers in the light is a
oung woman. If left to myself I should call her a young lady,
{qt she has such violent objections to that term that it would
almost be doing her an injury to apply it to her. It is vain for
me to represent to her that it is just as laudable to be a “loaf-
giver” asto be a weaver. It is mere waste of breath for me to
explain how much fuller» word “lady” is than “woman.” She
listens, and turns from me with ineffable scorn. Yet I have a
suspicion that anyone who was indiscreet enough to tell her that
_she was no lady, would find small favour in her sight.
One of the many things that have been made clear to this
 sage person is that beauty is a snare. But I never can under-
‘stand w ooks so unlovingly on me when I announce the

¥
g e
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shﬁbt:est difference to the result whether I take it or not) she
calls it a “triumph of mind over matter !”

Do you laugh at my young friends ? Laugh if you like but
do not sneer. Keep even your pity for twenty years. Keep it
for the day when, faint with the toil and tears of life’s noonday
they would each give their right hand to bring back for half an
hour one crystal drop of the dew of their youth which is
evaporating now so quickly, though they know it not. . 4

+4 D>
. >o

A CANADIAN POET.

e e

The history of Canada more than that of most colonies is full
of noble and daring deeds, great events and bold expeditions.
Few of these have been sung by native poets, but we, neverthe-
less, have many patriotic stanzas, celebrating the courage and
daring of the pioneers. Through them all there breathes a spirit
of heroism and youthful might. Every one interested in Canada,
should read Canadian poetry, for it deserves attention on its own
merit, and there is a genuine inspiration of free life about it.
.In.Cam:da itself, in the varied tints of its forests of autumn, in
its sunrises and sunsets there is much to stir the feelings of a
poet, and imbue him with the true spirit of nature.

. Not least among those who have made a place for themselves
in Cemadl;un poetry, we may rank Alexander McLachlan, who
was born in Scotland in 1820. He has been termed the “ Burns
of Canada, to which land he came in 1840. Here he spent some
time in work on a farm. About five years after his arrival he
ublished a small collection of his poems This volume was

g w W by “ Ly‘.iw’u @ ThB Em | t and Other poems’n

ms and Songs,” and “ 1dylls of the Dominion.” Some of his
s have in past years formed a special feature of our noted
2 paper Grip.  He has a considerable reputation as a Scottish
| has published a volume of his poems in Geelic.
oronto showed their appreciation of his spirited
it and courage, and his vigorous

scenes, gives him a:z phere of his




976 THE DALHOUSIE GAZETTE.

f the free Canadian life. This he does in “ The Fire in the
%‘Jrogds » which describes vividly the sensations produced by that
most dreaded enemy of the colonists, a forest fire.

11 hi ms shines the beauty of freedom and
Thmu%:r:cﬁenl:h?zf Canadian oolomsts who with their

liberty,
sturdg independence, do not shrink from toil, for,
i sture 8 tm Nobllit.y, a0
Fools bnt Nk of b!:od y ;
Every man must prove hu worth i

His delight and sympathy with Nature strike us forcibly in
the « lﬁa.ll l‘E the Shsdogz." Here we have a picture of the trees
and fields under the bright sunlight, but gradually the scene
changes and grows darker, as “ further in the woods we go,” and
through the leafy alleys: :

“ Away, away ! from blue-eyed day,
Tluznnlhhywudthoma&n
Woﬁndourm stnoonofdsy,
‘Hv likthO t cathed Y'vut

ow like & ra 6
With 'mvimroofedam.
While mdlmwithhougrim.
Far in the distance hover.”

In “October,” there is blended sympathy with nature and
patriotism. The brilliant and glowing colours of autumn seem
to flash before the eye, so that “the very air is glorified. His
dehght in the splendour and sadness of this month is well shown in

“Qctober ! thou'rt &
'And with a rapture of

thlthm
¢ hearts

clnm
h’?‘:o:hhn:h
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less attained ; but all these attendmg cu'cumstances are forms of
activity exercised in divers directions under various pha.ses

Activity of some sort seems to enter into all man’s concerns
md mtsrests, it is not taken for granted—it is not axiomatic,
it simp tg' ; it exists as really and unquestlonabl as does the
life within, around and about us. as the breath of life—
the oorelatlve of life, ay, it is even synonymous with life, or at
any rate simultaneous with it. To have life is to be active in
gome line : life implies activity in some direction.

Absolute passivity of mind and body contemporaneously is
obviously, even self-evidently impossible, where life is present—
at least this is indisputable in the case of the highest known
development—human life. What we are pleased to term passivity
is in reality a species of involuntary activity ; an activity at
once spontaneous and simultaneous : . the necessary consequent

or resultant of that mystery of mysteries—Life. Passivity we
call it, for that it is so far as our personality is concerned ; for s
as self-consclous beings it is passivity, almost absolute 1nact1v1ty,
for it is the direct opposite, the very converse of energising
activity, and in contradistinction to this energising activity we
are justified in deslgnmf it passivity. And we must remember
that there is ever and always an activity of a kind present so long
as there is life.

Llfo seems in fact to be nothing else than a perfectly adjusted,
ge y constructed, evenly balanced machine or power pro-

ucer : 1t is ever and continually begetting energy, whose excess,
after supplying nerve centres and necessary physical waste,
e n or use at any moment. We are | to believe that a
’,_q.mount of energy is actually stored up at certain times
» favourable con ltll:)ns frc;lm seve;:l wnsllldemttonﬁ. : Ct(;n-
ppqnom\l ity or uman being who is in that state
1yyterm vmglvlty or sheer inactivity : we bave
1 an one in the case of the proverbial sl
e invstsmte do-nothing : thst both of
proven by thsfactth&t

'J s will do an Mgamount. of work.
b b "“d‘ i will supply more energy, nor
. ,oum o!in olence
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be converted into kinetic force or energy on eccasion. There
seems, however, to be a limit to the amount of ‘energy that can be

1d as potential. The excess over and above t!nis imit (for guch
?v:dhavgp reason, as will be shown later, to beh.e\fe there exists)
is continually passing off in some form of activity—mental or
physical. is would seem to account for the fact that never
are we positively passive : never is man in a state of absolute
inactivity : absolute unalloyed idleness is an. impossibility, a
chimera, a paralogism. This excess of energy passes off in tlie
form of involuntary activity—generally of a mental nature. It
must not be forgotten that we are conside the case of the
passive individual: to say in the first place that there is excess
of energy in any and every individual at at any time would no
doubt be ridiculous ; the peculiarly active man may be energising
to the full extent of this power : thesame man however may by
an effort of will resolve himself into the region of passivity and
in such an event ‘we conceive that much surplus energy 1s

stored up. et
A eonlx)xection seems to spring up at this juncture between the fact

e excess of energy passes or inclines to pass off in a mental direc-
:}:::, ?nd that dreaum,r?most_ pronounced form of involuntary act‘inty,
are a product of mental energy. Have we not here some explanation of
the cause and origin of dreams? Is it not highly probable that dreams m;{
result from or be caused by this overplus of energy? Life must t
begetting energy eontinuallgjn sleep as in waking, in activity ublgl
passivity.  During sleep opportunities and possibilities for ;tl is
potential energy to pass off in physical activity are reduced to n 3
nearly n4l : it must escape then by the only other vent or outlet—menia
activity, and so during sleep we often see and hear of the mind wo;-:‘i‘ng
rapidly and in some cases incomprehensibly. One is never a slow thmner
in his dreams. The mind seems to work more quickly than in waking
thought ; problems are worked out—plans adopted and put in action with

4

sim
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reader very naturally inquire. And how could extraordinary acts of
memory, and mighty feats of imagination, and abnormal exhibitions of
mental or intellectual power be accounted for in the case of ignorant and
illiterate persons, if such a hypothesis be accepted ! These unlettered
individuals moreover, are usually afflicted with some bodily or mental, or
mental and bodily illness, when they give birth to such pregnant thoughts
and extraordinary flights. Let us calmly consider the ohjections : for it
may be that they will, in the last instance, go far towards verifying our
hypothesis, | '
The healthy man—the man sound in mind and body—is invariably
(we might almost say) full of energy and activity. We hear one another
in our daily walk and conversation passing such remarks as ‘He is in
capital health, and spirits ; full of life and energy’ ; as if the necessary
adjuncts of life and health were invariably health and activity.
Undoubtedly the man, who is in perfect health, without an ache or &
pain, is a man who is anxious to be ever active, ever accomplishing or
endeavouring to accomplish some end or purpuse.

The man in perfect health, I apprehend, goes to his couch a weary
man : & man, who feels the need of his rest for he has been very active
and energetic. And is it not just because he (the healthy man) was so
active that he sleeps so soundly and so well 7 Had he by force of will-
power kept himself passive and inactive, think you (is it probable) he
would have slept the sleep of the just when the even approached 1 I trow
not. He sleeps deeply who has been peculiarly active during the day.
He has little or no excess of eneryy during his hours of rest: that divine
inspiration, life, is busily employed recruiting its exhausted forces and
renewing its spent force. No energy has it to spare—no surplus force
expends itself in jogging the memory or exerting the imagination.
Waste tissne calls for renewal.  Aching voids of nervous force demand
repletion. New life, new force is required in all directions. Orders
from every portion of the human microcosmos, the organisms physiologi-
cal and psychological command immediate attention. The mind in
onsequence works but little if at all, and we remark that such an one is

ind or deep sleeper, that he dreams but little and if he does the
retains no impression, or recollection of said dream. This is said of
in prime health and spirits. ~

 case of illiterate or ignorant persons, I conceive that the
ous feats of memory and the extraorlinary flights of imagination
result of an excess 6f energy brought to bear upon nerve centers
, th of the,intellect in man. These instances

y allowance of potential energy fell to the lot
ndividual in question, which incited and stirred up
faint or forgotten. But generally such abnormal

ase o ent. May it not happen that this

|
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the mind. It is at the expense of the body that the mind has been | letter, the original is in his possession, and we give below an ex
working ‘cl: such imunﬁes. And is eciit l:mt' a x;otonou; i”:;hy“lm’h? : oopy—-nallx])es both of the gl(::és and personsglbein for obvi::::
mental activity is usually accompani “a lean and hungry i ‘ reasons changed. A . ‘ : : g
v oo Raag . sy g o oy LT i e ord ged shor.t portion, too, of little interest is
fleshly habitations. | | . 2 }
“{lm genius is to madness near allied.” The genius and the . Howey Guam . A,

lunatic, not the grovelling imbecile or the harmless idiot, seem alike to Mr. Witian H. Mol . Sept. the 30th, 1890.
be instances of abnormality—both are prodigies. ‘It takes brains to be Ao ook
a lun atic” said some famous specialist in lunacy. In the case of the | My Dear Bill,—1I thought it my dewty as well as my pleasure to let
luna bic the mind seems to be so utterly beyonud the body, to work so ‘ you know that I received your kind and most welcom letter, which I
m more, to be involuntarily so intensely active that the nervous f was glad to get, and most l}x;gry to hear that you were all well, which
matber, the mental fuel gives out, the body and nerve centers waste away | leves us all enjoying good th. Well, Dear Bill, I was more than
and the mind loses its balance. How and why the energy of life tends in | happy to get your letter. It was father that took her down, and I was
the mental direction in one and in the physical in another is of course on | lad that he wouldn’t know the stamp that was on her. Well, Bill, I
the face inexplicable ; that it does seems to be beyond doubt. In one | am glad you %Ot: all rite, buf I think you will keep week, so you will not
‘the energy runs to adipose tissue, in another to intellectual extremes. come over. Perhaps where you are working now it is not so lonesome
What were but sounds, meaningless expressions and incoherencies in the | ‘ as the Island. Well, Dear Bill, I must let you know that the sacrament
normal condition become the Hebrew of the scholar who was repeating | was at Whygooomagh last Sunday. I was not there. John McPherson
them ; they were as sounds to the illiterate servant, who in the | was there himself and Donald Alex. McPherson. Dan MeInnis was

ubsequent delirium uttered them as learnedly as the professor.* What ' - ~ there and Dan McLellan was goying only it was raining and he

‘ ‘were but words in health become eloquent appeals and addresses, . Poetry, dident go. Well Bill I must let you know that Maggie McLean was

s music and song al} come in foran extraordinary display by one down when I got your letter, also my cousin Cassie Henderson the sick
who in health can only say that he or she has heard them declaimed or ~ girl. They went home last Friday. I wished you was over then, you
sung in some theatre. In the normal state they remember no more than ‘ would have a good time, but I hope you will soon come over. We are
the merest snatches. An instance of this extraordinary mental activity | through reeping, we are beginning at potatoes, Well, Dear Bill, I wished
during fever or delivium came under the writer's own personal observa- j I was over when your father was away, we would have a good times.
tion. A s compelled to leave service and enter the public | Well Dear Bill, I am sorry you dident come over all summer. It is

s ile disease. The nurses told her that | winter like to-day. It is awful cold. Well, Dear Bill, I don’t know

*M to nh you tO-dAy, times is so afull dull that there is now news.
Katie McKinnon is in just now. She is the same old Katie also Mary
Jane. They dident change a bit since you left. Well, Dear Bill T was
the mance Sunday. Well, now I was thinking of Bill and
, if they was working wouldn’t I be glade passing but, Dear Bill,
e80! d I will feel lonesome every time I will pass. Many
 nale poor Bill drived into her! ~~  *" % *
u Wi ne over let me know when you will eome.
Dear Bill, but not forever. ~Rite soon, rite
tter you rote me this time.

X x x Xx Kkisses.

""’ffmmmmﬁnc;m
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WHILE admitting that the column of a college paper which
chronicles the college humors as they fly, must not be of much
interest to graduates, we have longug banished from Dallu-

iensia such fragmentary attempts as the following :

‘ ~ Give it to him Johnny ! .
| e et fod Ad, utin. A

Some contemporaries still indulge in this juvenile pastime.
It would add to gge dignity of z"ﬂeglol  organ to eschew such
private and personal chaff and banter which must necessarily be
too evanescent to admit of being committed to cold type.

P following which we take from the Spectator seems quite
cpprs i i, htwee vty and e il b
which our Professor in Phi y has recently made a contri-
bution. It seems like the vor’; reductio ad absurdum of

B AN AUTOMATIC LAY.

gy 3t
0
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THE last number of the Student for this year is just to hand.
This has always been our most valued exchange, and its repu-
tation has been well sustained by the volume just closed. 'Fhe
organ of the students of Edinburgh University prints fewer dull
lines than any college paper that visits us.

- M. J. DESoYRES contributes a very interesting reminiscence
of Life at Cambridge University to the University Monthly for
March. He does not over-estimate the value of College Debat-
ing Unions, and we would commend the reading of his short
sketch to those Dalhousie students who have time, thinking that
our students as well as those of our neighbor university may
profit by hisadvice. The Monthly might have spared us another
repetition of the staple Johnsoniana. Of course they are very
clever and all that, but to make extracts of the old bon-mots
from Boswell is not very complimentary to such readers as the
Monthly addresses. We quite agree with their idea of the class
of subjects which should be dealt with in Editorial columns.
These should be limited to college matters strictly, and a live
college journal will have plenty of that to occupy its attention.
We ourselves, in opening an exchange always turn first to the
Editorial columns, and judge of the paper, and life at the college
it represents by that standard rather than by the ‘Editing’ not
saying, however, but that this too demands much care and wide
ng by the students who conduct it. |

RO

Qollege Notes.

-

T tohlk sardon for the delay in the appearance of this

the Gaz That necessary evil—examinations,

43 o ;s olome of
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Caps and gowns will soon be the regulation uniform at Johns
llophns. This custom is growing in American colleges.

THE new library which Henry W. Sage gave to Cornell University
lv.ol pnomally ﬁnnied The edifice has accommodatlon for 47 0,000

Pmr. & C. Jlnn, Regius Professor of Greek in Cambridge Univer-
‘has given a course of eight lectures to the students of Johns
ns University on the Growth and Inﬂuence of Classical Greek

would be useful in eoﬂege '

' vthmmm seues (m re |

oetry.”
Tae Trustees of the University of Illmom Biave shown their apprecia-

tion of the paper published by the students by appropriating $400 for
its support.

" Taz authorities of Harvard University have established a boarding
hall, and consider they have achieved a triumph in reducing the expenses
for meals only to about $4 per week.

‘ , Yaue Universrry has admitted women to post-graduate courses,
‘ | looking to the degree of Ph. D. This sanction of post-graduate co-edu-
-«ﬁon 18 note-worthy, coming from a college of such conservative influence.

\ . Dallusiensia.
“m pnndent caught two sophs on Monday with ladders and paint

ishes, painting two huge glaring strips of yellow and black down the
J ,;jof th?‘ collegu. They were just through their examinations.

Tnz DAwousm Pnoscmmon
(From mollectxom of « julms Ca*.sar.")

nive aftrr minatim Facully seated
memor: aslceﬁ C‘lcm qf a prolmm council
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. AN ingenious ﬁulman bu been the mnemonic art to his s
Ltbnzmgmanmh. fminuemlt. mhewstopuui:hufortha_ '

g iy e | :M@di'cal‘ Deparment.

i ‘ E | EN the present issue of the GAZETTE comes out our
j - sbeioplle kg St B 'ﬂ W ”zn_ ‘ , lectures will either have closed or be about closing

_ me to sp T~ m{mh” said “"“4“' -~ for the present session and our ,associations with the
- g R ' ~ H. M. C. be severed either for another six months or for all
| e o | : time. Then comes that period of anxiety and worry, viz,
. examination week and with it the question, are we ready ? Few,

RONDEAU. . , - we presume, can boldly say—I am fully prepared. Even were

v Jropien | i the teaching term twice as long and everybody twice as well
A mermaid’s purse upon the shore, ‘ 4 | prepared, still, there would probably linger an element of doubt

Tossed upward from the swelling roar : | and uncertainty. In fact the more we study and the greater

;, :’:.*'W m‘m “ﬂl “::“ ‘ : ’ amount of knowledge we acquire the keener becomes our
MM :gt“mm - ! perception of what we do not know. To those, however, who

: | -_ have earnestly and fmthfully done their ‘work, as far as health

hmﬂommwﬂﬂ e o ! lnd clrenmsta.nees have permitted, there always remains the

tion, whatever the result may be, that they have doné, if
hut, u_t_ least their best. Tha.t, done what more can be

wiﬁh the profms and lecturers have,
been of the most agreeable nature,
le feelings have always

' q‘from,_tima to time
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degree the least, for the kindness and friendliness with which
they have always treated us. We wish to assure them that they
will ever be regarded as among our best friends and trust that,
as years pass on, we may clearly prove that their work has
not been in vain, but that the thorough training we have received
at their hands has been the foundation of that sncceas which
every young man hOpea to attain.

2 > 4@ o
HINTS ABOUT ABSCESSES,

NEVER try fluctuation across a limb, always along it.

‘Never forget that:—1st. Abscesses near a large Jomt often
communicate with the joint. 2nd. Abscesses near a large arte
sometimes communicate with the artery. 3rd. Abdominal wa
abscesses sometimes communicate with the mtéstmes. ‘

Never forget that early o are imperative in abscesses
situated :—1st. In the neighbourhood of joints. 2nd. In the
abdowinal wall. 3rd. In the neck under the deep fascia. 4th.
~ In the palm of the hand. 5th. Beneath periosteum. 6th. About

the rectum, prostate and urethra.

| Remember the frequency with which haematomt) and
hwe been mmtpken for abscesses and incised ;

ﬂr al that in extravasation below the gluteal fascia

_and rem

\8
& ThAG TR 4 G

or injury to the. skin. 1 Ndvoi'
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STOMACHICS

( Continued. )

 The Hydrated Caleium Owide is used internally in the form
of lime water, made by simply shaking 2% of slaked lime with
lon of distilled water and filtering. Dose 1-4%. As a gastric
st mulant this is not very valuable but acts well when given as
an antacid along with other treatment to restore the secretions.
Instead of ordnary lime water Cleland’s saccharated solution is
preferable. It is made by rubbing up 8% of quicklime with 5% of
u?f nnd adding a gallon of water. Each ounce contains 18 grs.
0-30 drops well diluted 2 or 3 hours after meals.
In chlldren -especially when artifically fed, acidity is apt to
be due to too much casein in the milk. Cow’s milk contams
more casein but less fat, sugar and salt than human, hence cream
should be added along with a little sugar and salt and the whole
diluted with 3 parts of lime water. The best way to prepare
lime water for such use is to roast an oyster shell, pulverize and
add water. Only a limited portion of lime will ‘be dissolved,
never enough to Ze irritating.

Carbonate of lime in the form of chalk mixture (mistura
cret®) is a mild antacid and may be used to correct acidity in
children or for acid diarrhcea in adults. Dose 1-2.
~ Having now dwelt at some length on the uses of the alkaline
ulants. I shall next call your attention to alcohol. Small,
in the stomach increase vascularity and secretion, causing’
of warmth and appetite. In large doses it arrests
scretion, We should be very careful, however, in
hol for mdlgestlon lest an appetxte for it be
s find the very condition we are seeking to
| '&f worse form in the shape of drunkard’s
%Gre,is also the m ral ol ectlbn but with
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that they assist rather than prevent fermentation or putrifactive
prooessez While Tbompsonp;: N, Y. says, their whole effect is,
to awaken appetite by an effect on the nerves called “ exciting a
relish,” not by increasing the flow of gastric juices. Brunton
seems of the opinion that their beneficial effects probably come
through an effect on the liver. Whatever be their mode of
action their usefulness is an established clinical fact. Among
the more important ones are Gentian, Quassia, Columbo,
Hydrastis mgo Cinchona.  Concerning their sp action
nothing further need here be said except that the rst three are
compatible with iron and hence may be prescribed with it
whenever the combined action of a stomachic and hsmatinic is
uired. | !

l.ﬁqln connection with gastric stimulants I wish to mention two
other remedies which are valuable as adjuvants when the
stomach is too much debilitated to secrete a sufficiency of gastric
juice under the influence of ordinary stimulants. I refer to pepsin
and hydrochloric acid, both of which should be given immediatel

-after meals. As the former has no action on farinaceous foods
or fats, no beneficial result can follow ite use after l.nuls
containing these only. Its action is mainly on albuminous
materials, which fact should be borne in mind in its administra-
Regarding gutricudstivu I shall not say very much. They

are always indicated whenever there is a tendency to pain, nausea
or vomiting. The most important are ice, hydrocyanic aecid,
morphine, baumuth, belladonta sod amenie

of all local sedatives, and whene:
FEISINT Wrin by jeetand Sl

Y
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intestinal catarrh it is very useful when combined with alkalies.
Dosé 20-60 grs. ' |

.Balladomm, which will again be mentioned, claims a passing
notice here, as it too relieves pain and kindred troubles by
paralysing sensory nerves.

Arsenic is useful in allaying irritation owing to its astringent

perties. As a tonic it possesses a good deal of efficacy,
increasing the appetite while at the same time it relieves the
irritability. Given in small doses, -1 drop of Fowler’s solution,
it often acts like a charm when there is vomiting due to chronic
gastritis, ly in the case of those addicted to the excessive
use of aleoholic stimulants. '

‘Other astringents such as alum and nitrate of silver may some-
times be used to allay irritation but are not very generally
employed for such purposes. The use of alum in chee ing *the
vomiting of Phthisis may probably be explained in this manner.
As may also possibly the action of nitrate of silver in the vomit.
ing of chronic alcoholism. i

Coming now to my second group, viz, those remedies which
regulate the muscular contractions of the stomach and intestines
as well, we are treading upon ground but little known. Prof.
Schutz has of late made a number of experiments upon the
isolated stomach in which he found that many drugs when used
in large doses produced decided effects on the muscular contrac-
tions of that organ, but it cannot be presumed that in ordinary
medicinal doses the results would be the same. It is quite

probable, however, that when the movements are insufficient for

p of food and mixing it with gastric juice,

~the proper working u :
they may be sti nftted by nux vomica and perhaps also by other

the alkaloid of nux vomica, is probably one of

it gastic tonics whenever there is a tendency to catarrh
stion. It probably acts by ‘Eerljocting the co-ordination
e various functions of the parts concerned in the

' the movements of

on a8 well as b

due_to its action in
.
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" _.place from the intestines. The stomach, however, plays a not
unimportant part in the process but unfortunately little is
known concerning the effect of drugs in aiding absorption. All
the processes which go on in the stomach, as secretion, peristalsi
and absorption are more or less influenced by the condition of
the circulation and, as all the blood which circulates in the
stomach has to pass through the liver before reaching the
general circulation, it follows that the condition of the
former is necessarily modified by that of the latter. If there be
any obstruction to the flow of blood through the liver the circu-
lation in the stomach will be impeded and absorption probably
diminished. In this way purgatives and chol es may act as
‘indirect gastric tonics and, as before mentioned, the action of
‘bitters may be due to such indirect effect. £
~ +In cases where the stomach has been deranged by various
‘articles of food as for instance fat pork, a condition indicated
‘by pain in stomach, headache, costiveness and a coated tongue,
sufficient calomel to produce catharsis speedily relieves the /
mmmd wpparently restores the stomach to its natural
‘condition. Whether tha effect is due to the action on the liver
‘or on the intestines cannot be said but the efficacy is undoubted

By quietin, ﬂwnwﬁonot the intestines such mnednas




