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BIOMATERI.ALS: ISCIENCE PhD succEss
tunin Rizkal la is to be
gongratuli&ted'on being awarded his
PhD. Amin.,has,:been woikinq in the
Biomaterfiats.tgei ence Laboiatory for
the past..l.Sgo;i;fQ&rS on his projirct
invol vingri"fhe-isyrthesi s of' ql iss
material s',:.foF;biomedi cal us6. The
work represents:.a .significant
contri but' i  on ttq r. euFu basi c
understandingdof ,the synthesis of
glass matd":*61s:uslng wet chemical
methods. l{e.iarr delighted that
funin' i s.-abile.,:,to, join-the Di vi sion
of Dental,*S,lomaterials Science as a
part'tine',rfedql-ty Member.
-  --  -_ 
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SPATE.;OTX 6 I"{ DISORDERS
The.apparetrt:spate of speech
diso:r'darsq tvtlictr appeared to stri ke
the facUlty,*,;Staff and students
during ttr€":E{ffin€F can now be
explaineil, '  i i  [t-was due.'.to the
wearing..lofrdehhl appl iances as
part  o ,a l fe.gearch project  in
Bi omateri i i lsi 'qnd prosthodonti cs
aimed:at; e{railuating the rel ati ve
corrosion, of- {lf,ferent forms of
base,;mEtal , a.l loys.
-  - - r i ,F -b 
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59tr11'19p':,STUDEtrTS
The',thiirteeruBtgdents invol ved in
the':,va,ri ou's::,,r€gea,rch p ro jects
191ked: veryi hdr,{d during ihe sunrner.
This was: s€€rt .dg.  a,ver!  successful
year, w,i:ttrr thei.r$gdents invol ved
havi ng a::,nos.finWl{Ard i ng and
enrichin:g expd,ts{'ence. From all
reports we. can J'ook forvard to some
meaningful dhtia being presented and
published;bs{ed qpon the efforts of
students anff facul ty supervi sors.

IADR PRESENTATIONS!

Early indicat ions are that  we wi l l
have a record number of papers"
being presented at  the fhOh-meet ing
in Montreal next Harch. til iiD0
estimates that as many as 20
abstracts may be submltted ior the
uccober Ist  deadl ine.
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COMPUTING FACILITY

Room 2602 in the 9"1! istry bui ld ing
is the locat ion of  the cai f lJn
Campus . Computer I ab (CCCI) . i i ie t aurs. .equiped with l0 l , tacintosh and 7
j.u.m - PC compatible microcomputers.
r{ord 'processing,stat ist ical '
analysis,  graphing -chart ino.
spread sheet,  drawi lg and pi int ing
programrnes are avai lable.  Dental
fg.u] ty members are invi ted- io-ur.
the lab faci l i t ies.  Facul ty who
require assistance have thl  same
recourse as students to manual s and
student assistants.  Facul ty may
also contact  Academic Compitei-
Service staf f  for  fur ther
assistance.The RDO wi l l  arrange for
special  workshops to be set u[
through CCCL i f  suf f ic ient  inLerest
is indicated by facul ty members.



2
EPIDET'IiOLOGTST

The search is uel'tr under'way for the
appointtnent .of ,an epidemiologist in
the Di vi sion of ,[otrnuni ty
Dentistry. fiie'Search Corrnittee
have developed. e short list and
interviews aY€ ,to be conducted.
Si gnificarlt- oBps"lunities for
clinical epidemtoJogical research
exists for our faculty wi'thin the
Atlantic reEi'm. --1[he appointment of
a faculty merber w.ith a background
in epfdemioXoryrw,il l  act to
stimulhte increased research in
this subject. area.

INTERITATMfiAL VISITORS
Dr.Ruth Duncan, nn internationally
renowned scientist'fron the i
University of, Kcefle England visited
the Divisipnr of "Aenta Biomaterials
Science and: urre*:Department of
Pharmacy on tfie:?th,'August 1987.
Dr.Duncan gaye a,::Seminar for the
Facul ty and :,staff, of D.entistry and
Pharmacy enti ttred "Sol,ubile Pbl.ymers
Used for ControTle'itl.Ilhug kl ivery
Following 0ral. a*d Slfstemic
Admi ni stratiqn"'
0n the 25th $i*p-temberi we are
honoured to tia.r3e,,a visit by Dr.John
McLean from' Engtard" who wi I I be
del i veri ng aur".til,,I. llacconnachi e
lbmorial Lecture.

BROI.IN BAG RESEARCH THINK TAT{K!
A series of, ltrown tlag' lurrch time
sessions wiIl.;start. {n the new year
dealigg,wi.th vat{ous a"spects of
research. Look:'out' fon tnSFB' news on
this.

IADR DEADLII{EI :
The abstracts..f,ot'i:.;the,. I,ADR have to
be in l{ashingtgn.i:OC* "by, t*re', Ist
0ctober: Plansi'are""[n hand to send
a package of all l  'Of-,pur abstracts
submission's nt, the Facujl'ty on
Tuesday 29th, Se$tember:.

STUDENT EXCHANGE PROGRAMI4E
0ther international visitors from
the UK this surmer were present as
part of our student exchange
research elective prograflme. :
Duncan Black and Joseph Gamba from
Dundee University in Scotland were
able to conduct their  e lect ive
research proiects within a Period
of five weeks and produce sorne
nreaningful data. The one project
worked on by Joseph involved
chemical analysis of the level of
f luor ide in var ious glass mater ia ls '
Duncan was involved with a
project studying opacitY of
castable glass (Dicor)  and the
colour imparted to it bY various
luting cements. Both projects
proved to be very successful and
with luck should resul t  in
presentations being made at the
IADR meeting in Montreal next
l'larch with the names of Duncan and
Joseph of Dundee UniversitY being
recorded as co-authors of the
papers.  In addi t ion to their
research projects in the laboratory
the boys were able to meet a wide
cross-section of Canadians when
playing rugby and golf or when
sai l ing.  Thanks are due to our
students, staff and facultY who
made this a very successful
exper ience for our v is i tors.Last
year we had a student from the
University of l, lales Elfyn Samuels
and we have a further student from
the Universi ty of  Birmingham
England who wi l l  be Part ic iPat ing
neit sunrner. These visits bY
students have proved to be verY
successful ,  the careful  select ion
and supervis ion of  the research
projects has resul ted in a
meaningful  and worthwhi le research
exper ience for the students who are
abie to return home and Present the
resul ts of  their  Elect ive Proiect-
A number of our own students have
expressed an interest  in making
vis i ts to ei ther the Universi tY of
l la les ,  Dundee or Birmingham with
whom we have this arrangement.
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LExdil;;- ffirffi- - ---- - 
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lh4y facultl are gearing r.p for
grant appllcations with th,ree
letters of intent having been
s6mitted to federal fr,rnding
,agencies. tro etters of in[ent
have.been f.onrarded to Health and
lJel,fare Cana,ila ,( NHRDP)one of these
deal s wifii q0nnl 

"Heal th 0utcomes of
a Dental tlea,l,t'h P.rograrme for
lhn,tatl ly,Haffiircapped-Adtrl ts Li vi ng
in Group flomeu' ttris has been
submitted'!y'lLrkowse, T.l,litctsel l,
G.dackson "and lfi.Eorgay.The second
deails with the saf,ety of d*ntal
materials and tlre occupatlonal
safety of derstal ;prsohne). .This
proiect detiils srecifically rvith the
po&ntial he'Ith ihazard posed by
the use 6f, nercury -fn dentistry,
The six indtvlduals involved in the
proposed proJect are [b's
Cunni nghan, . foong, Jones,l'lcCurdy
(Path Inst- ),t{oss'{Path. Inst. },and
Sutow.
A;further lettBr,,of intent has also
been subrnitted to il'lRC for a
Prograrme "grran"t. This is a modified
reisutlm'iss.*on,of a "previo,us grant
apphicatiriion ,n'f 'tast'lrear. The title
being lSyrthesis, Evaluation,
Ap-pl,iicatton and Biological Testing
of Bl iomater la ls" .  The B indiv iduals
involved ,a,re ,Drrs :Foohgr Graha*n,
HarsanSri, :Ho$re:l'll, iJones"
Kwak('Chemri,strJ) n ltleze{ ( Fharmacy)
and ,Sutow.

MRC BUDGET INCREASE
A supplement to the HRC budget has
been announced by the federal
government. The total funds now
avai lable for  grants and
scholarships have been increased to
$170.9 mi l l ion.

DENTAL CARIES IN TUDOR TEETH!
I came accross this interestinq
!9pic in the Alumni magazine oi my
Alma Mater The University of
Birmiingham England. l. ly former
colleagues Dr's Foster and Corbett
were given the opportunity of
studying the skul ls and teeth of
human remains recovered from Henry
VII I 's  f lagship ol4ary Rose, which-
capsized and sank in the Solent on
the 19th July 1545, the wreck of
which was discovered in 1971. As
many as 700 archers ,soldiers and
sailors may have been on board. The
remains of  some 179 indiv iduals
$rere recovered from the wreck and 68
calvaria and mandibles have been
matched. These remains are said to
exhibit the modern pattern of
dental  car ies ( in f issur€s on the
surfaces of posterior teeth and
interproxima' l ly)  84X had car ies and
13fl evidence of dental abscesses
which perforated the bone. The
group exhibited a greater
percentage of caries than any other
medieval  or  17th century
popu' lat i  on.

Derek.l. l. Jones September 1987

Research Deyelopment Office
Faculty of Dentistry
(s02)424-2545

RESEARCH .DEYTIOPMENT 
SEIIIINAR SERIES

The .seminar seri,es ,tlealing with
presentations of ongoing research
withi.n the faculty, gets undervay
with an opening ;to the programne
with Dr.,Bob ,Fourni,er Assistant
Yice.President and Dr Ken
Zakariasen our Dean, Addressing the
quest ion' l , lhy Research?.This type
of opening session was found to be
most successful last year. The
t i t le of  the f i rst  session reminds
me of an examination question set
by a psychology professor which
simply asked the question ' l , lhy' the
student achleving the best grade
produced the answer ' l lhy Not,!


