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by Bessa Ruiz

If the 1960’s and 70’s have been a period of
dawning awareness and early growth for the
environmental movement, the early 1980’s are
seeing a certain maturity. That is, the notion
that the health of the physical world around us
is of concern to everyone is now generally
accepted. We have moved from the “fringe”
(“eco-freaks”) to legitimacy in the eyes of busi-
ness, labour, government, and the general
public.

This acceptance, however, has meant a turn-
ing point in terms of resources and support for
all environmental groups, EAC included. Since
environmental issues are now part of the ‘nor-
mal’ scene, business and government build their
own departments, and procedures, which leaves
groups like EAC having to reassess their re-
sources, role and sources of support.

Our year’s activity reflects this. The Board
has spent considerable time and energy reor-
ganizing to meet the challenge and expects to
come out of it with a sense of renewed clarity
and strength. In the midst of this process now,
we welcome member input. Please contact us if
you have any ideas, comments or suggestions.

Grassroots membership - the time and energy
and commitment of people - has been and must
continue to be our major resource. We have
built up a strong base of community support,
and seek to maintain and expand this.

Core funding will continue to come from a
variety of sources - individual membership,
corporate memberships, special events, and so
on. It’s an ongoing struggle, as we explore every
avenue to increase our bases of support.

EAC continues to play a substantial role in
N.S.’s environmental movement. The informa-
tion flow is constant - the phone rings off the
hook all day, mail comes in in ever increasing
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ECOLOGY ACTION CENTRE AT A GLANCE

Founded: 1971

Corporate status: Incorporated under the Nova Scotia Societies Act as a non-profit corporation
Classified under the Federal Income Act as a Registered Charity (Tax number 0413096-59-03)

Offices and Library: Forrest Building, Dalhousie University, 5873 University Avenue, Halifax.
Nova Scotia B3H 3J5. Library is non-lending, open to the public weekdays 9 - 5. g

Telephone: (902) 422-4311 or 422-3281

-

Purpose and General Activities: Research, education and action projects involving the preserva-
tion or improvement of environmental quality. Focus is on local and provincial issues, with a
secondary emphasis on the regional, national, and international levels. A global, long-term
perspective is implicit in the Centre’s goals.

Ecology Action Centre advocates public involvement in decisions affecting the environment,_and
works to ensure that everyone involved in that process is as thoroughly well-informed as possible.

Organizational Structure:

* Board of Directors—Elected annually by the members at the Annual General Meeting;
responsible for overall policy; meets every month.

* Core Staff—2 part-time and 1 full-time people; responsibilities include research, publications,
project supervision, and the library, as well as administration and day-to-day decision-making.

* Members’ Committees— Currently include Agriculture; Energy; Forestry; U@um; Envir-
onmental Education; and Urban & Transportation Issues. Committegs are semi-autonomous,
setting up their own meetings, structures, and priorities; anyone may initiate a new committee
and apply to the Board of Directors for official recognition; anyone may join one or more
existing committees.

* Volunteers—Much support—office, administrative, and fund-raising—as well as some
research and action is undertaken by individual members.

Current Membership: (Approximately) 600

Journal: Jusun - published sporadically, on particular environmental issues.

Newsletter: Between the Issues - published 4 times a year.

Fiscal Year: Year ends March 31. Annual General Meeting after publication of Auditor’s Report,
in September/October.



LOOKING BACK OVER THE
PAST TWO YEARS

by Gwen Davies and Ginny Point

The increasing pressure to use chemicals for
weed and insect control in forestry and agricul-
ture; the ongoing problem of toxic waste mis-
management; and the arrival of over a dozen
uranium mining companies in Nova Scotia
made 1980-1982 extremely active years. As will
be evident in the following summary of Ecology
Action Centre’s activities during this period,
EAC’s approach to these issues involves re-
search, education and action - all of which are
mutually complementary and fundamental to
the way Ecology Action Centre functions as a
public interest group.

1. Uranium Development

A quick look at the activities of the Uranium
Mining Committee shows a public lecture in
February 1981 on the environmental and health
impacts of mining; a two day conference on
radiation health effects, sponsored by the Mari-
time Energy Coalition (of which EAC is a
member); a letter writing campaign to dozens
of Nova Scotia based organizations asking for
support of a resolution calling for a govern-
ment imposed moratorium on uranium explo-
ration in Nova Scotia; and widespread distribu-
tion of an excellent fact sheet on uranium
mining written by C.A.P.E. in Hants County.
As of November 1981, twenty-six of these
groups had passed the resolution.

~In 1981/82 the Committee worked with
C.A.P.E. and other local groups to collect over
6000 signatures on a petition to the government
of Nova Scotia calling for a moratorium on
exploration and a ban on mining of uranium.
Public lectures at the Halifax Regional Library
were co-sponsored by Ecology Action Centre
and two other groups, and a public talk by Dr.
Eric Young of the B. C. Medical Association
was held was well. At present the Committee is
preparing on extensive brief for submission
before the Nova Scotia commission of Inquiry
into Uranium Mining,.

Of course, the real work on the uranium
mining issue started years ago with the compi-
lation of information in the Centre’s Resource
Library. Drawing from a number of sources,
the files now contain extensive information,
including copies of most of the submissions to
the Bates Inquiry recently held in British Colum-
bia.

2. Urban Issues

It was a “win one, lose one” year for EAC’s
Urban Committee. The shores of Withrod and
Long Lakes in the old Halifax watershed lands
were spared the immediate threat of industrial
development by the Atlantic Winter Fair, thanks
to a close vote by Halifax City Council. In
preparation for that vote an ad hoc committee
of EAC and Community Planning Association
of Canada had prepared an extensive report
critiquing that site and recommending the old
Halifax Forum grounds as an alternative site.

The Urban Committee’s greatest disappoint-
ment last year came with the groundbreaking
for Market Place Plaza (corner of George and
Market Streets, Halifax). After losing the appeal
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before the Planning Appeal Board, the Com-
mittee publicly supported fiirther legal action
brought by several other groups at the level of
the Nova Scotia Supreme Court. That suit was
also lost.

Other activities by the Urban Committee
ranged from continued input into the Down-
town Committee, to representation to Dart-
mouth City Council about commonlands/rights
of way, a public information session about
McNab’s Island, and opposition at a public
meeting in Halifax to a revised “Harbour
Drive” plan for Barrington St. The plan was
subsequently approved in principle by Halifax
City Council.

On the topic of urban tree management, the
Centre presented an extensive brief to Halifax
City Council recommending that chemical in-
secticides not be used on city trees. Several
other groups and individuals voiced their con-
cern as well. Happily, the result was a Council
decision in favour of non-chemical based insec-
ticidal soap sprays.

3. Recycling

During 1979 and 1980, the Centre’s Recy-
cling Committee coordinated a very successful
door-to-door paper collection service which
averaged 6000 pounds of paper per pick-up
day, with an estimated 35-40% of the house-
holds in the target areas participating in the
program. The service was so successful in dem-
onstrating people’s willingness to recycle that
private business took over (basically squeezed
us out) with promises to cover the entire city.
To date, those promises have not been kept.

Still interested in recycling, EAC is now a
member of the Secondary Resource develop-
ment Council (Atlantic Region). The goal of
the SRDC nationally is information exchange
and promotion of recycling in general.

4. Agriculture,
The Agriculture Committee gained consid-
erble support for the idea of “urban farming”
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-serious food production in the city - during the
past two years by offering lectures and mini-
courses to the general public and helping to
establish a new independent group called the
Halifax Community Gardening Association.

Issues concerning sustainable agriculture
were the focus of an evening lecture in Halifax,
and two day-long workshops in Tatamagouche,
sponsored by the Agriculture Committee. Out
of the first workshop came a resolution sup-
ported by over a dozen local groups which
called upon the Nova Scotia Department of
Agriculture and Marketing to create a new
position for an agriculture representative with
expertise in “sustainable agriculture”. By that is
meant agriculture which is supportable over the
long run in terms of pest control, energy inputs
and soil fertility. To date, no such position has
been established.

5. Forestry

Forestry issues were in the forefront in the
summer of 1981 while EAC worked with other
groups to disseminate information about the
hazards of herbicides 2, 4-D and 2, 4, 5-T which
are proposed for hardwood control in Nova
Scotia. The recent announcement of a Nova
Scotia Commission of Inquiry into Forestry-
related matters, and the prospect of an increased
number of applications for herbicide spray
permits for this summer of 1982, have promp-
ted the formation of a new EAC Forestry
Committee.

6. Environmental Education

In addition to the public education pro-
grams sponsored by the above-mentioned com-
mittees, Ecology Action Centre undertook var-
ious special education projects, such as an
outreach program to Halifax City Schools
(funded by Halifax City), a monthly lecture
series at the Nova Scotia Museum on issues
ranging from toxic waste management to oc-
cupational health and safety, or further work
on the draft environmental law text for high
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school students. A special student project last
summer (1981) resulted in the production of
Pathways, a reference book and teaching man-
ual on environmental issues in Nova Scotia.
Subsequent teacher workshops were held to
further ideas generated in Pathways.

Of course, there was also all the day-to-day
education work of answering telephone or writ-
ten requests for information in the office, or
speaking upon request to university classes and
SO on.

7. Research

Implicit in this rundown of activities are the
many hours spent on research work done at
Ecology Action —the background reading and
analysis of issues which enables EAC to take
informed positions on issues as they arise.
Research was clearly crucial for the ongoing
development of the resource library; and the
library was in turn fundamental for effective
environmental action and committee work.
For example, one area in which the Centre is
increasingly involved in terms of developing an
analysis of, and ultimately taking action on, is
the critical problem of toxic materials; and the
files have grown substancially on this subject in
the past few years.

This not-so-visible, but essential work has
augmented in the past two years by various
major research projects directed by Susan
Holtz, focusing on Soft Energy Paths, Munici-
pal Energy Management, and Solar Access
Law (Right to Light). Funded respectively
through contracts with the Federal Depart-
ment of Energy Mines and Resources, the Pro-
vincial Department of Mines and Energy, and
the Nova Scotia Law Foundation, these under-
takings added much depth to the Centre’s
expanding information base.

All in all, 1980-1982 were active years —
ones which brought increased public recogni-
tion of environmental issues here in Nova Sco-
tia, and one which brought renewed efforts to
investigate and propose environmentally ap-
propriate solutions to the problems we now
face.

‘Some day son, all this will be yours'

Susan Holtz and Susan Mayo in EAC offices, 1978 (left to right)
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amounts, staff could work (and sometimes do!)
a 48 hr. day, and still never catch up with
requests, issues to address, etc. This infrastruc-
ture role is often an invisible one, work done
quietly in the background to support the more
high profile stuff we all hear about. The funding
crunch is related to this, as we struggle to articu-
late what we do and why it is important.

EAC’s visible response to issues - advocacy
role - is more readily seen (and reacted to), and
therefore more controversial than the infru-
structure role. Both roles are crucial and need
support from a broad base of people and organ-
izations. We have achieved, over these ten
years, high credibility across the province and
indeed all over Canada, and have no intention
of compromising that.

So far, we have been lucky in terms of staff.
They work long and hard, because they are
committed to an idea. How long we can sustain
this remains to be seen, but at some point,
competitive salaries must inevitably become
part of our resource base if we are to survive
and grow.

Finally, we are increasingly surrounded in
Nova Scotia by issues which we ignore at our
peril-notably uranium mining, herbicide sprays,
or toxic waste mismanagement. The real fight
has just begun, as we struggle to cope with a
fundamental transition in the nature of our
society and its implications for the environment
over the next few generations.

In one sense then, we have “arrived”; yet in
another, we have “just begun”.

PATHWAYS

4 resource and teaching manual
about current envirormental issues
affecting Nova Scotia and the world

ecology action cenire



The First Ten Years

by Ginny Point

Along the half-lit basement corridor of the
Forrest Building, Dalhousie campus, Ecology
Action Centre is a sudden bustle of colour,
people and information.

One phone is ringing; someone is answering
a request for information about recycling on
the other line; there is a Forestry Committee
meeting in the front room, and a visiting
researcher in the back room reading up on
uranium mining. It is a typical day at Ecology
Action Centre - like many other days in the
Centre’s ten year history.

And like any other day, the key words are:
environmental protection, conservation, recy-
cling, and resource management for a sustaina-
ble future. Taken together, these terms provide
a framework for the ecologically oriented “con-
server society” which is, and always has been,
Ecology Action Centre’s ultimate goal.

Yet, in some respects, the present day is
unlike “any other day” in the past. Ecology
Action Centre has experienced significant
changes over the last ten years in terms of struc-
ture, funding, role, and public image. In this
tenth anniversary year, we thought an “end of
the decade” report would be of interest to
friends and members of Ecology Action Centre.

ISSUES

A quick look at the chronology of events
below shows a wide variety of activities ranging
from a Recycling Week Campaign to a brief at
the Anil Hardboard hearings, the carpool pro-
ject, the Spruce Budworm Symposium, the
“Pointless Lepreau” float in the Halifax Natal
Day Parade, or research projects, Solar Access
Law for example.

As is evident, the scope of interest touches
on matters of municipal, provincial and federal
jurisdictions. The overriding theme however,
has always been, “Think globally; act locally”.

APPROACH

Ecology Action Centre has always taken a
three-pronged approach to the issues; with
research, education and action the key words
here. From work on the “Time for Transit”
booklet, to interventions before the Public Util-
ities Board regarding electricity pricing, or
research on “Soft Energy Paths”, Ecology
Action Centre’s work has been both “proac-
tive” and “reactive” over the past deacde. The
Centre has always stressed the importance of
informed public input into decision-making.

STRUCTURE

Despite a consistent philosophy and scope
of interest through the years, Ecology Action
Centre’s structure has changed considerably
over the last decade. Beginning as a spin-off
project of an experimental course on “Ecology
and Action” at Dalhousie University in 1971,
the Centre at first depended on student invol-
vement; its first coordinator, Brian Gifford,
was a member of that ecology course. Funding
came entirely from the Opportunities for Youth
Program (OFY) of the Federal Government.
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There was a small voluntary Board of Directors
and a number of hardworking volunteers.

Between 1971 and 1974, the Centre main-
tained a staff ranging from one to seven people,
thanks to intermittent OFY grants and LIP
grants (Local Initiatives Project), with periods
of no pay and much dedication.

When the LIP grants ended in 1974, EAC
came to a major turning point. In recognition
of the need for financial stability, independent
of government, the Centre became a registered,
private, non-profit society, dependent upon
membership fees and donations for its core
funding. This step immediately reduced staff to
one. However, for the last several years, the
Centre has maintained a staff of between two
and three permanent employees. With such a
small staff, it is clear that EAC owes its success
to the many active members and volunteers in
the office and on the commiittees. In fact, it was
recently calculated that volunteer and staff time
combined now equals about eighteen person-
years.

FUNDING

Looking specifically at funding through the
years, it is again clear that 1974 was a critical
year. From that point forward, membership
fees, corporate donations and special fundrais-
ing events have been the mainstay of core fund-
ing, and this by deliberate policy. The change to
diversified funding has made Ecology Action
Centre freeto pursue the interests of its members
with no fear of “government cutbacks”.

Financial independence has often meant
financial insecurity however. In 1977, Susan
Mayo was “laid off” for several months as
Coordinator due to lack of funds.

1981/1982 was also a crisis year, as Bill
Coffey notes in his financial report (see page 5).
Thanks to special efforts by many, finances are
again fairly solid.

PUBLIC IMAGE AND ROLE

The last major change within Ecology Action
Centre relates to its publicimage and role as an
organization. As Bessa Ruiz writes in her Pres-
ident’s report (see page 1) the Centre is no
longer perceived as a bunch of “eco-freaks”.
Instead, the Centre commands considerable
respect, if not support, from members of pri-
vate industry, government, the academic com-
munity and the general public. It is not uncom-
mon to hear words like:

Ironically, there are probably a number of
issues in which the Centre is involved in which
we might have an opposing view, and that
would probably be the case not only corpo-
rately, by from our farmer-shareholders as
well. However, we recognize the importance of
alternate viewpoints, and the need 1o support
argument with good research and public com-
munication. Also, in the final analysis, a com-
pany like ours is really based “in the land”, and
our objectives cannot be very divergent in the
long run.

That is a direct quote from one of the Cen-
tre’s corporate members.

For people not part of the organization, the'
Centre’s participation in the Public Utility
Board hearings into electricity pricing and rate
design marked a turning point in the Centre’s
image. Unlike earlier, highly controversial pub-
lic hearings such as the Anil Hardboard plant,

(continued on page 7 )

Brian Gifford, 1974



FINANCIAL REPORT 1980/82
by Bill Coffey

From the financial perspective, the years
1980 - 1982 can be characterized as ones of
recurring crisis. Financial problems seem to be
endemic to community organizations such as
ours, which rely on membership fees and dona-
tions by individuals, corporations and non-
governmental institutions for the vast majority
of their support.

Difficulties in the past year were, however,
more severe than usual. It may have been that
in our enthusiasm to promote public awareness
of pressing environmental issues we partially
neglected the administrative aspects of the Cen-
tre; perhaps we attempted to exceed our limited
resources; perhaps some of our usual funding
sources began to feel the pressures of the con-
stricting economy. Suffice it to say that times
were hard.

Fortunately the story has a happy ending. In
the last three months of this fiscal year the
Centre was able to generate an unusually large
amount of revenue. This was due to a combina-
tion of extremely hard work on the part of the
staff, the generous response of members to our
Christmas S.0.S., a highly successful benefit
concert, and an unexpected bequest from the
late, lamented MOVE organization. In the end,
the Centre managed to show a modest surplus
for the year.

For the Staff and the Board, the past year
was both chastening and educational. As a
result, we have instituted a series of measures
designed to promote a higher degree of finan-
cial stability. These range from a comprehen-
sive review of the role and goals of the Centre to
more efficient office management systems. A
large-scale campaign to recruit new members
has been initiated, and a comprehensive fund-
raising plan has been implemented. The latter
has been made possible largely due to the addi-
tion to Staff of a part-time Fund-Raising
Coordinator, Steve Young. Steve arrived at the
Centre during the year-end frenzy and was
instrumental in staving off disaster.

The above measures have already begun to
show significant results. The financial pros-
pects for the Centre are more positive than they
have been for quite some time. With the short-
term problems out of the way we may now turn
to planning for long-term financial stability.

The accompany,ing auditor’s report gives a
full financial breakdown for the year 1980/ 1981.
Pending completion of the formal audit for
1981/1982, our informal, internal audit shows
a budget of abour $30,000 for core revenue and
expenses, and that approximately 30% of the
Centre’s 1981/82 revenue was derived from
membership fees, another 40% from other
donations. The latter includes both corporate
donations and grants from municipalities and
institutions. Special fund-raising events, con-
sulting fees, and the sale of publications accounts

for the remainder. ; i
In terms of expenses, the major portion of

our modest budget for 1981/82 is devoted to
Staff salaries. The cost of keeping members
informed constitutes the second major group of
expenses. :

Let us bear in mind that these financial
statements do not accurately reflect the mag-

nitude or the value of the Centre’s efforts, The
essence of the Centre is the vast amount of time

and energy contributed by its volunteers serv-
ing on its various committees and in the office.

5 ECOLOGY ACTION CENTRE
(Incorporated under the Societies Act of the Province of Nova Scotia)

BALANCE SHEET
MARCH 31, 1982

ASSETS
1981 1980
Current assets:
$ 2,248 $4,596
Accounts Receivable 11,980 250
Inventory of publications 782 1,000
15,010 5,846
Office Equipment, at cost 808 808
Less - Accumulated depreciation 643 601
165 207
$15,175 $6,053
LIABILITIES AND MEMBERS’ EQUITY
Current Liabilities:
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities $ 7,124 $1,713
Members’ equity:
Accumulated excess of revenue over expenditures 8,051 4,340
$15,175 $6,053

% é é g é Chartered Accountants

12th Floor, Maritime Centre
1505 Barrington Street
Halifax, N.S., Canada

B3J 3K5
(902) 429-4080

AUDITORS' REPORT

To the Members of
Ecology Action Centre

We have examined the balance sheet of Ecology Action Centre as at
March 31, 1981 and the statement of revenue and expenditures and meambers'
equity for the year then ended. Our examination was wade in accordance with
generally accepted auditing standards, and accordingly included such tests and
other procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances, except as
noted in the following paragraph.

Tn common with many charitable organizations, the organization
reports an a:zount for donation revenue which is not susceptible to complete
verification by audit procedures. Accordingly, our verification of revenue
from this source was limited to a comsparison of recorded receipts with bank
deposits.

In our opinion, except for the possibility of adjustments had
donations been susceptible to complete audit verification, these financial
statements present fairly the financial position of the organization as at
March 31, 1981 and its revenue and expenditures for the year then ended in
accordance with the accounting principles described in note 1 to the financial
statements applied on a basis consistent with that of the preceding year.

Chartered Accountants

Halifax, Canada
September 30, 1981




ECOLOGY ACTION CENTRE

STATEMENT OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURES AND MEMBERS' EQUITY

FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 1981

Projects
Municipal
Rights of Environmental Energy
CORE Recycling Way Law Text Management Total
Revenue:
Project grants $ 500 $ - $- $ - $36,662 $37,162
Donations and memberships 12,845 = = = = 12,845
Information services 4,570 - - = = 4,570
Goverument grants 2,000 = = = = 2,000
Project revenues - 1,843 - = = 1,843
Miscellaneous 1,761 59 - = = 1,820
Fund raising activities 1,603 = = = = 1,603
23,279 1,902 = = 36,662 61,843
Expenditures:
Salaries and benefits 11,183 101 - 50 11,413 22,747
Consulting and information services 230 - - = 18,796 19,026
Office supplies and services 6,251 104 = 210 882 7,447
Travel 1,877 923 = = 440 3,240
Miscellaneous 1,698 147 - 8 46 1,899
Postage 1,424 - - 20 = 1,444
Telephone 685 - i = 533 1,218
Fund raising activities 734 310 = = = 1,044
Depreciation 41 = = = = 41
Publications - = - 26 < 26
24,123 1,585 = 314 32,110 58,132
Excess (deficiency) of revenue over expenditures (844) 317 - (314) 4,552 3,711
Members' equity, beginning of year 2,909 1,104 5 322 = _4,340
Members' equity, end of year $_ 2,065 $1,421 S5 $_8 $_ 4,552 $~§19§i=

ECOLOGY ACTION CENTRE
NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
MARCH 31, 1981

1. Significant accounting policies:

(a) Grants -
Grants are recorded as income in the year they are received from the granting institution.

(b) Fixed assets -
Fixed assets are recorded at cost. Depreciation is provided on a declining balance basis at
20% per annum.

(c) Inventory -
Inventory is valued at the lower cost or market with cost being determined principally on
a first-in, first-out basis.

2. Income tax status: ; )
The organization qualifies as a charitable organization under Section 149(1)(f) of the
Income Tax Act and is therefore exempt from income tax.
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the PUB hearing was more technical and less
confrontational in nature. The Centre’s input
was well-researched, and credible, while at the
same time recommending major changes in
electricity pricing. It was so well received by the
PUB that the Board ordered the Nova Scotia
Power Corporation to investigate the concept
of “marginal cost pricing” as reccommended by
Ecology Action Centre, although the Power
Corporation has yet to implement the Centre’s
proposal.

EAC’s current professional research pro-
jects and its concomitant move towards in-
creased research capability may be subtly
changing the Centre’s image away from a more
“grassroots” organization, towards a more “pro-
fessional” organization. At the same time,
however, the Centre is working to a far greater
extent in cooperation with numerous local
environmental groups which have emerged
across the province in the last few years. Highly
visible and effective at the grassroots level,
these groups’ members have spent hours at
Ecology Action Centre’s Resource Library,
and in consultation with the Centre on strategy
and effective action.

This complementary relationship which has
developed between Ecology Action Centre and
other grassroots groups is probably due to the
increasing number and complexity of current
issues, and to the increasing concern on the part
of all Nova Scotians about the environmental
consequences of our way of life.

To sum up, the changes that Ecology Action
Centre has experienced over the last ten years
are as much a reflection of the environmental
movement and the political climate surround-
ing public participation, as they are of Ecology
Action Centre itself. Both the Centre and the
movement are at major turning points, in terms
of funding, structure, role and image. And yet,
with more urgency than ever, the issues con-
tinue to demand attention. With the threat of
uranium mining, for example, or the reality of
toxic waste mismanagement, the conserver soc-
iety is still a concept only.

Highlights of EAC activities 1971 - 1980

1971 - Canadian environmental kit for teachers
revised and sent out to Nova Scotian
schools;

- Recycling Week co-sponsored, and re-
cycling depot established in Halifax;

1973 - Brief presented to Municipal Devel-
opment Planning Committee recom-
mending environment related policies
for the Municipal Development Plan;

- A Time for Transit pamphlet published;

- Work undertaken with other environ-
mental groups to oppose construction
of proposed 12,000 megawatt Stod-
dard Island Nuclear Power Station;
(Successful)

1974 - Brief submitted to the Environmental
Control Council regarding pollution at
the Anil Hardboard Plant; (successful)

- View Planes By-Laws passed by Halifax
City Council with encouragement from
EAC;

- EAC recycling program folded due to
market instability;

Ginny Point, John Scheibelhut, Susan Holtz, Susan Mayo, and
Grant MacDonald in EAC offices, 1980

1975 - Susan Holtz given a part-time salary by
Halifax Friends Association to join
EAC staff as Energy Coordinator;

- Bring Back the Refillable Bottle Cam-
paign launched by EAC, leading to
modifications in the Nova Scotia Bev-
erage Container Act;

- Report on waste analysis for Halifax
and Dartmouth garbage prepared by
EAC for the Metropolitan Area Plan-
ning Commission;

- Energy and People Conference co-
sponsored by EAC, with over 200 in
attendence;

- Report written regarding Wreck Cove
Hydroelectric Project, environmental
impacts;

- Report submitted to Halifax City Coun-
cil regarding environmental impact stud-
ies in various North American cities,
EAC invited to sit on Halifax Munici-
pal Development Plan environmental
subcommittee;

- Brian Gifford left EAC; Susan Mayo
hired as coordinator;

1976 - Briefs presented by EAC and other
local groups to Halifax City Council
opposing proposed chemical spray pro-
gram for Halifax City trees; (successful)

- Stop It: A Guide for Citizen Action to
Protect the Environment of Nova Sco-
tia produced;

- Intervention before the Public Utility
Board undertaken regarding proposed
Nova Scotia Power Corporation
(NSPC) rate increases, which resulted
in the PUB requiring an investigation
into “marginal cost pricing” rate struc-
tures, as recommended by EAC;

- Spruce Budworm Symposium spon-
sored by EAC, open to the public;

(continued on page § )

“Nova Scotia’s
environment
is our heritage
and our future.”

IT!

A guide for
citizen action

to protect
the envrronment
of Nova Scotia




1977 - Carpool Project undertaken wth fund-
ing from the federal governmnet; 18,000
commuters approached; the number
of resulting carpoolers lower than
hoped, but successful as a public infor-
mation campaign;

- Support given to the Cape Breton
Landowners Against the Spray; (re-
sulted in government decision not to
spray chemical insecticides on Nova
Scotian forests;

- Part-time salary donated to EAC by
the Canadian Friends Service Commit-
tee for work on the energy library;

1978 - Report given to the Standing Commit-
tee on Natural Resources and Public
Works of the House of Commons on
the Management of Nuclear Waste;

- Further intervention before the Public
Utility Board undertaken regarding
electricity pricing and utility chemical
spraying on power line rights of way;

1979 - Ginny Point hired as full time staff at
EAC;

- Pointless Lepreau Float (borrowed from
Fundy Area Concern for Tomorrow)
awarded first prize in the Halifax Natal
Day Parade, for depicting exhausted
taxpayers dragging along a huge white
elephant while politicans begged for
handouts;

- Summer projects on “Common Lands/
Rights of Way” and “Law and the
Environment” funded through federal
government;

- Spryfield paper recycling project begun;

- Major anti-nuclear rally at Brudenell,
P.E.l. organized by EAC and other
members of the Maritime Energy Coa-
lition (800 people) - over 15,000 signa-
tures collected by EAC and other Nova
Scotian groups on a petition calling for
a moratorium on nuclear power con-
struction, and a redirecting of federal
moneys to renewable energy tech-
nologies;

- Brief submitted to the People’s Food
Commission by EAC’s newly formed
Agriculture Committee;

- Two public information sessions on
nuclear power given by EAC following
the Three Mile Island Accident, and
10,000 copies of a brochure entitled “It
Can Happen Here” passed out at show-
ings of The China Syndrome;

- Environmental Lecture Series begun
with topics ranging from “Sewage Waste
Composting” to “Healthy Foods and a
Healthy Land”;
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1980 - Recycling program discontinued due
to poor business climate

- Appeal of Market Place Plaza launched
before the Planning Appeal Board;
(Unsuccessful)

- Acceptance by Halifax City Council of
EAC’s recommendation that the Irving
Arch in downtown Halifax be desig-
nated as a heritage resource. Demoli-
tion of the Arch two days later;

- Briefs submitted to Hon. Marc Lalonde
and Hon. John Roberts regarding eco-
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nomic aspects of energy conservation
and energy policy in conjunction with
thirty - five other non-government envir-
onmental groups across the country;

- A first cut on a “Soft Energy Path for
Nova Scotia” completed by Susan Holtz
and Bill Zimmerman and published in
Alternatives;

- Susan Mayo resigned as Coordinator;
Elizabeth Greenhavens hired as part-
time Office Manager;
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It's not that simple

For a long time, Ecology Action Centre has been saying
that non-renewable or inefficient forms of energy are
going to be costly both in dollars and environmental
quality. Now that dollar costs are rising, this is not the
time to forget about the environmental questions in the
choices we'll be making.

Consider joining us. The Centre needs the participation
of all Nova Scotians concerned about the quality of our
environment. Make your concern count. -

Ecology Action Centre
Forrest Bldg.
Dalhousie University
Halifax, B3 H 3J5
All contributions are tax deductible. ——— 8 —
$5.00 individual member

$50.00 professional member
$25.00 contributing member

$100.00 corporate member
$10.00 month; sustaining member




e.a.c. news releases
Spray Program Gets
‘Tarred’ Award =

The Mail Star
Halifax, N.S.
March 28, 1978

HALIFAX (CP) — New. Brunswick’s
spruce budworm spray program has been:

Brunswick will use this year, has not been
adequately tested.

g named recipient of the Ecology Action Runner-up for the negative award was
c‘-‘\“\oﬁ Centre’s annual “Tarred Duck Award”’ Nova Scotia’s decision to route the new
vg\\e?’co“e%sﬂ\\e“ for what it considers the worst en- Highway 101 along a north-south align-
7 ‘\e“‘-ae‘\.‘o“‘ 23St vironmental event in the Atlantic: Pro- ment through the Annapolis Valley
w \ o j a“-\“ct‘\ o vinces during the last year. A rather than the south alternative. The
e ;\'\fecmﬁ \\53‘15 peie® e(ia? Brian Gifford, a member of the en- group said the north-south route will use
ot W-“aﬁzs\\"v o c“a\\ﬁ ok vironmental group, made the presenta- up 900 acres of prime agricultural land
mbe‘_ me\‘\"‘ A0 B 3 tions at the centre’s annual meeting here on 24 farms, while the southern alter-
o 0 e a\\!\\'“ 65\30“‘5 Sunday. g native would have used only 267 acres on
e ce\\(\.o“"eé 'agg\\\‘\oa‘“as\e‘“é He said the most disturbing thing o one major farm.
\,\eﬁ _"mg\'d ;\e AV ﬂ.\\\\w 1 about New Brunswick’s 1978 spray pro- . The centre also presented a positive
SUSP ¢o O S A s gram was that the government, after los- award — the Sunshine Award —'to Nova
1y T 008 ot ]
e a‘“\e W 0{6\ 2\ o 85 A\ ing a law suit by a family whose land was Scotia’s program of home insulation
-\“\1\ e's c0 co“\'\;\\_)? Lot % sprayed without their consent, brought in grants and loans. The centre noted that °
--ce““ Y\o\‘d‘ t&““‘\\aﬁ o : Iegisl;ation removing the legal grou&ds more than half of the eligible housing
PR s Rl R L for similar suits in the future. Thecy —~__ units in Nova Scotia have used the pro-
% W3 e : 0\
ame i\-o“ c@“é on NP & also said Matacil, the insecticide T~ gram. :
R | -
Y S S ﬂsé\wg:tageé\ ‘:“ The Telegraph J ournall cOIogy
25 S one™ ko ¥ Saint John, N.B. [ /o7 ‘
P M s C e Ppvet y 1Qcey * Sro
W @ “or 10 e Y e February 6, 1979 % o llp :
SS age e s e T 528 recyDlogy', 1 O th& ‘
D QR e L A
) ) b 0, i = “
S o el g B e COmpe OSiE
e Posjs (LU 5 Qbla ,
! Copy Sit o oace a Illzmed of g”’easa,]’-‘d ; gll,e
4y, ne., 4 1 iate /Ty, e ,Pog; re
. 11’ Ve ne)'s a, c Way efa'”da ¢ 2 bllt t aog
The Mail Star . ang 3171'71;;0”’ ~:‘) bag beSOff d;jze. ciba,-aa o tbeza,;%tan iy
Halifax, N.S. o b 0pr g0y R g %%ce g g Do =
Boac 0 40 doee © _ cop Polic,, e
October 3, 1981 a&?&uf?hﬁiz&ﬂ Abeyy, ;@ﬁi;@%;ﬁwmamex”qf
ol il : beyS Woy Yoy, Brizy, . liyg arp, Saig p- 2
Parties answer queries 0N €( ous oy om trit “ton dlon 28 7 s,
A L . o e / ! T b e apy, t ef.
‘The Ecology Action  On the question of a  develop Ste”ded e, e epllicy 5, lg.:f.s "ble ,gbel’e"ee coat»f
entre (EAC) Friday re- moratorium on the explo- &V Su Jbalhel's ‘o "'lllcbpa ey, Dol Lhe bléollld be ety
léased responses by pro- ration of uranium in.the (hl : ﬂ;VeI:I' tebOIC'e a’”@e Sy - 'WDI-[r chl'age do”e g
vincial political candi- proyince, the respondents, atives/. Teg T, Gigg or, e Tegy, Cop. g é g , 'Igbt‘ cOIztajn o
dates to a questionnaire split along party lines, S Bog llab]e dOI‘d S 4bjag "611“11%1 deposfat Ingy, f’bzn er
on environmental issues.  said the release, with the ;hs tion I;'yequl,e ﬁg)osl't Pojltbe " s, > ;t on lg:s Platfe
“An EAC press release majority of NDP candi- Nhoy gy, lay ,16q ~on- Sajg e
said nearly 30 per cent of dates favouring the mora- E/ é’overa”t@e %Z"]]ars SUbsigs Ocg b
the 162 candidates running  torium, while the majority 2 dg; Ty S”cc"'eas, Woury
i Tuesday’s election re. of Liberals did not.The PC'  lligp "1t o Poljey, 2 th
sponded to the guestion- candidates were nearly c];l’tensjonls a p; Moy '€ sajy The Mail Star
n?ire. Nearly 100 per cent evenly divided. IZ?ICe Iv'dee of tbegb,ly eff{;e t(’On, Halifax, N.S.
of tht;se l;:iefS_pottiltjlﬂgf fa-  on offshore develop- :ﬁ:], :";l]d I;I"ovj ;gz"’l'antee;e February 4, 1976
voured notification of ap-  ment the majority of can- 'ca;, S€ny;), ide :
plications for permits t0  gigates within all parties My £ wpcd eqy IS
sicny, cheiical [Rebll oo il a oiitic sarairy’ o 8y U o 10 gpe s
: e avoured a public eng 0pe Qs Soip,
Qides and herbicides. into the impact of offshore Zep cjbe Supgi%r Uize (bee
“In the field of agricul- development in Nova SiZ,," Sdley b fojgy 3t g
ture, most candidates fa-  Scotia’s fisheries. The ma- szf,,’eﬁ]/abjy bavinpn"e
voured placing more jority of candidatés ques- '{lg T ig €s onj, © @
stress on provincial self- tioned also favour in- g I'eé‘ i tttbe E.{ic’
sufficiency in agricultural  creased energy efficiency Zfme, OMimg, € o
ti and conservation ever the 2 oat lag, Mday Pre.
production. e cy;tbe tWeek % g,
Ilsjde epaz-t,;]':gf
€ 2op.



1980/81 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 1981/82

Danny Baker-Toombs
Ann Brimer
Nina Butlin
George Cooper
Parker Donham
Cathy Frazee
Jim Frost
Elizabeth Greenhavens
Susan Guppy
Hal Milis
Safei Hamed
Susan Holtz
Grant MacDonald
Richard MacFarlane
Elizabeth May
Richard Pearson
Van Penick
Ginny Point
Merrill Rice
Bessa Ruiz
John Scheibelhut
Daphne Taylor
Rollie Thompson
Fred Wendt

John Wright
Rick Zwicl

Stephanie Amos
Ann Brimer
Nina Butlin
Keith Clarke
Bill Coffey
Hugh Davidson
Murray Davidson
Al Dow

Wilson Fitt

Jim Foulds
Elizabeth Greenhavens
Lesley Griffiths
Safei Hamed
Sandra Haycock
Peter Hebb
Susan Holtz
Bonnie Kirby
Pat LeBlanc
Cathy McCarthy
Hal Mills
Richard Pearson
Clint Mooney
Van Penick
Ginny Point
Jean Rosner
Bessa Ruiz
Leslie Shaw
Dave Taylor
Gillian Thomas
Scott Wood

* as of May, 1982
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FOCUS ON VOLUNTEERS

by Gwen Davies

Here’s a champagne toast to the volunteers at
Ecology Action Centre, who hold it all together.

Ecology Action Centre is a member organi-
zation whose main work force is volunteer. Ina
ten year time span, there were even times at
EAC when everyone was a volunteer because
there were no salaries.

Volunteer Centre members make up the
committees (generally working with one staff
person). These committees are the primary unit
for action on the issues which Ecology Action
Centre addresses; they develop policies, con-
duct campaigns and work on behalf of the EAC
membership. The Uranium Committee, for
example, has undertaken, at times, almost
weekly engagements across the province. Sim-
ilarly, the Urban Committee’s volunteer mem-
bers are constantly leaping into the breach to
challenge development proposals, to recom-
mend alternative uses or building designs, and
so on.

There are volunteers who work in the office,
doing the tremendous number of administra-
tive activities that go along with a large mem-
bership organization: bookkeeping and bank-
ing, answering innumerable requests for infor-
mation, looking after memberships, typing,
and filing valuable clippings and references.
Volunteers have also made legal representa-
tions, written briefs, done fundraising, organ-
ized events and publicity.... the list is endless.
And not least are the dedicated volunteers who
serve in the demanding:and responsible role of
members of the Board of Directors - particu-
larly its Executive. (4 -

Over the years, the lists of outstanding con-
tributions have been long. Just a.sampling of
the stalwarts: Kay Lister; Alison Parsons,
Geoff Aikens, Alan Ruffman, Don Chard,
Paul Emond, Ian MacDShgall, Bruce Preeper,
Wilson Fitt, Blair Mitchell;; Daphne Taylor,
Peggy Hope-Simpson, Walter Plaut, Betty
MacNeil, Bessa Ruiz, Bill éiof{ey, Leslie Shaw

Without its volunteer staff, the Centre would
collapse. Here’s to you all!

F/N:embership Form

I wish to join Ecology Action Centre and
receive free copies of JUSUN and BETWEEN
THE ISSUES, EAC publications.

$25 contributing membership s

$75 professional membership

$100 corporate membership

$10 a month for one year
sustaining membership

$15 individual membership

All payments are tax-deductible. Mail
your payment to Ecology Action Centre,
Forrest Building, Dalhousie University,
Halifax, N.S. B3H3JS 422-4311
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Serials Department
Killam Library ‘ '
Dalhousis Univergddsy=—""""" "=

Halifax, N Scotia '
B3H 4H6 Expiry: Mar.82
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