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1450 SERIES ACCOUNT BOOK
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200 AND 300 PAGES

BOUND IN FULL BOOKCLOTH

AVAILABLE IN THE FOLLOWING RULINGS:

1450 Ledger, Double entry, Indexed

14508 Bank Ledger, debit, credit, balance,
Indexed

1452C Cash, 2 columns

1452) Journal, 2 columns
1453C Cash, 3 columns

1453) Journal, 3 columns.
1454C Cash, 4 columns

1454) Journal, 4 columns
1458 Record, Feint and Margin
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Sinking Of  .»
Ship In 1918
Is Recalled »

WESTPORT — At 2:55 p.m.
on Dec. 14, 1918, a wireless
operator on Partridge Island,
near Saint John, N. B., picked
up a distress signal from the
steamship Corinthian.

There were high seas and a
dense fog in the Bay of Fundy
that afternoon. The ship had
run aground on Brier Island,
at the South West end of the

Bay.

The 7,332 ton freighter left
Saint John that same day
bound for Glasgow, Scotland,
with a cargo of wheat,
timber, fruit and other
foodstuffs as part of a con-
signment for the British
government.

Capt. David Tannock,
master of the Corinthian,
reported that his holds were
filled with water and there
was no hope of salvaging the
cargo.

A steamer and a patrol boat
from Saint John set out to aid
the crippled ship. Fishing
craft from nearby Westport,
on Brier Island, and Freeport,
on Long Island, also got under
way fo the disaster area and
toiled many hours picking up
stricken crewmen.

By midnight the same even-
ing the whole crew of 87 men
had been rescued.

This week, a letter from
one of the rescued crewmen
of the Corinthian was sent to
the postmaster of Westport
for all the residents to read.
It had come from Essex,
England, and was addressed
to the fishermen of Westport.

The seaman, who was 17
years old at the time, thanked
the citizens of Westport for
his life and the welcome
assistance he was given on
that day in 1918.
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Non-Fiction
vs Fiction

7-5 In 1968

Seven of the 12 best
sellers in the local area
during the past yearg were
non-fiction and five of the
12 were either by Nova
Scotians or dealt with
Nova Scotian subjects.
First in the non-fiction list
and number 2 in .the
overall list was Max
Fergusow’s “And  Now,
Here’s Max.”

The complete list is:

1. Footsteps on Old
Floors. Thomas Raddall.

2. And Now, Here’s Max.

3. Naked Ape. Desmond
Morris.

. Airport. Arthur Hailey.

5. Bluenose Magic. Helen
Creighton.

6. Vanishing Halifax. L.
B. Jensen.

7. Couples. John Updike.

8. Gypsy Moth Circles -
The World. Francis
Chichester.

9. Topaz. Leon Uris.

10, Distemper Of Our
Times. Peter Newman.

11. Nicholas and Alex-
andra. Robert Massie.

12. Ghosts Have Warm'

Hands. Will R. Bird.
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THE CHRONICLE-HERALD

B | i

The Chronicle-Herald stands for Maritime
Progress and Development and is dedicated to
the service of the people that no. good. cause
shall lack a champion and that wrong shall not
thrive unopposed.

4 SATURDAY, JANUARY 18, 1969

Dalhousie’s Criticisms

Both the presidcnt of Dal-
housie University and the presi-
dent of that institution’s Students’
Representative Council have crit-
icized The Chronicle-Herald, and
its companion, The Mail-Star, for
the newspapers’ attitude towards
Dalhousie in particular, and uni-
versities in general.

Raadall Smith, the student
leader, las said that the news-
papers are “hostile” to Dalhousie.
Dr. Henry Hicks has not endorsed
that sentiment, but has said that’
we are “not very appreciative of
the funetions of universities gen-
erally.”

We disagree.

1t is doubtful whether any Ca-
nadian newspaper has as many
universities and colleges within its
circulation area as have The
Chronicle-Herald and The Mail-
Star. It woull be strange, indeed,
if these newspupers chose to belit-
tle or denigrate such a significant
segment of the provincial popula-
tion. We not only refrain from
such curious behavior, but also
give to the universities, their
achievements and their problems
rather more news and editorial
space than might be warranted by
the strict journalistic view. The

~ reason is simple: as a matter of
policy for two decades or more, we
always have sought to emphasize
the importance of educztion in all
its forms, especially its higher
ones.

Qur interest has not meant
that we have said “Ar.n” to
every suggestion advarced by
every governor, every president,
every professor, every student
leader. Some of our editorial views
are perhaps unfashionable enough
to dra=7 the unfavorable generalit-
ies which now have emanated
from the Dalhousie officials. But
surely our failure to endorse every
position adopted by the university,
and our occasional criticisms of
universities in general, should not
categorize us as hostile, unfriendly,
or unappreciative.

‘We will continue our interest
in the university situation, for we
believe it essential to the proper
development of the Maritime com-
munity. We will not always agree
with Dr. Hicks, Mr. Smith, indeed
others. We would nevertheless like
to lay claim to the role of sincere
participants in an important en-
deavor — one to which these
newspaper- have contributed not
only words, Lut also giits of time
and money. 1




Requests Name
Be Withdrawn
L. F Daley, QC, of Halifax,
in_a leiter yesterday to

Donald Maclnnes, QC, chair-
man of the Board of Gover-
nors of Dalhousie University,

has requested that his name

be_withdrawn as a nominee
for appoinfment fo the uni-
versity’s _board. His
followed protest by the D:

housfe_Students’ Union of his
proposed appointment.

In a statement, Mr. Daley
said: “I regret that the
Students’ Council of Dalhousie
University has taken excep-
tion to my proposed appoint-
ment to the Board of Gover-
nors of the university, es-
pecially since think the
judgment was based on the
belief that T and The Chroni-
cle - Herald and The Mai
Star, with which I am associ:
ate a‘ are hostile and uniriend-
ly to Dalhousie. Nothing could
be further from the truth.

“I have been a staunch
supporter of Dalhousie for
many years and the news-
papers in question have been
most sympathetic to the
cause of education in general
and the universities in this
province in particular. Since I
do not think it is in the best
interest of the university that
this subject should he a
matter of controversy, I have
today written to Donald Mac-
Innes, QC, chairman of the
Board, requesting that my
name be withdrawn as a

nominee.”
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Anne of Green Gables, meanwhile, poses a
Curious conundrum : this is a sedate, innocuous
and remarkably faithful musical re-creation of
a tale of small-town prattle, Sunday school
picnics, little tears and artless laughter, com-
posed half a century ago to beguile and edify
small girls; why it should be welcomed, with
such evident enthusiasm, by audiences of grown
men and women in 1969 is beyond me, though
a pleasure to record. Pol]y James has our

- heroine to, pcrfﬁctmg [ y
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Hollywood seeking rights to Raddall novel = Qt“c'.‘

WOLFVILLE, N.S. — (CP)
— Nova Scotian author Thom-
as Raddail said Tuesday he
is  conducting negotiations
with a Hollywood group in-
terested in obtaining the
movie rights to his novel The
Nymph and the Lamp. The

novel has a Nova Scotia set-
ting.

Mr.  Raddall, speaking to
members of a Nova Scotia
teacher’s union, said if nego-
tiations are worked out, the
group intends to shoot the

picture in Nova Scotia’s An- -

napolis Valley region and on

Sable Island. ~ad,
Mr. Raddall said the novel:&

was his first work in the con-

temporary field and that it

was done much to the dismay

of publishers, who felt he had

established his reputation as

a historical novelis*.
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THE CHRONICLE-HERALD

Must Keep Eye On Central Complex --- Hzcks

Canadiarnis in the Atlantic
provinces may grumble
about their part in Confed-
eration, but a series of in-
terviews there indicated
they still want to hang to-
gether because they don't
want t0 he Americans, Jo-
sepk MacSween of the
Montreal staff of The Cana-
dian Press reports in this
fifth of a series of artiCles
on Atlantic nationalism,

By JOSEPH MacSWEEN

LIVERPOOL, N.S. (CP) —
Canada would spin apart like
a shattered flywheel if
through some “‘evil magic”
the United States broke up to-
morrow, says an eminent au-
thor.

Thomas H. Raddall, histo-
rian and novelist, was asked
what holds Canada together
despite its geographie, eco-
nomic and linguistic diversity.

In his reference to the UL.S.
Mr. Raddall touched on a key-
stone mentioned over and
over at different levels and
with various nuances in a se-
ries of interviews in the Atlan-
tic provinces.

A capsule of comment could
go this way:

Canadians hang together be-
cause they don’t want to be
Americans, even when they
are fond of the Americans—
frequently blood relatives of
them—and even when they

toy with the idea of a one-na-
tion continent and feel they
would be more prosperous
that way.

HELD BY HISTORY

“I think we hold together
because of the historic situa-
tion in which we were
placed,” said Mr. Raddall.
“As far back as the American
Revolution we were threaf-
ened by absorption by the
American republic which
made strenuous efforts then,
and later, in the war of 1812,
actually tried to seize the
country.

“Whatever our relations
were with the United States—
and here in Nova Scotia at the
time of 4he revolution, roughly
iwo out of three people were
of New England origin or the
sons and daughters of New
Englanders—still we did not
want to be absorbed by the
colossus rising in the south.
That is still the position, how-
ever friendly our attitude may
be to the U.S.”

Nova Scotians have grum-
bled ever since Confederation
about how they are ‘“‘shouted
down” at Ottawa by larger
numbers of MPs from other
provinces.

“But we always reflect, too,
that if we were part of the
US. we would have a still
smaller, practically umheard,
voice at Washington.”

Whatever the differences

among the provinces, there
remained among Canadians a
desire to live apart from the|

owerful American republic.

Halifax businessman C. R.
MacFadden said that to unify
the provinces you would need
only to promote joining the
Us.

But isn’t all this a negative
reas o n for maintaining a

IT’S POSITIVE THING

“IU’s a very positive thing,”
said Mr. Raddall. “Because if
by some magic—it would be
an evil magic, I believe, for
the world—the U.S. were to
evaporate tomorrow, then our
regional quarrels would quick-
1y absorb us and we would fly
apart like the periphery of a

fast.”

Till, aren't Canadians fall-
ing w11]y nilly into the orbit of
the Americans, who own some
75 per cent of industrial Can-
ada? Doesn’t this bother Mar-
itimers?

“It bothers me in the sense
that we have to have foreign
ownership,” said Mr. Mac-
Fadden, president of the Af-
lantic Provinces Economic
Council. “But I'd rather have
foreign ownership than no in-
dustry at all.”

Canadians were sometimes
noted for not wanting things
until somebody else came in
and got them going—then the

flywheel that was buzzing too
"

Canadians complained that
something was being taken
away, But that day was pass-
ing.

Mr. MacFadden would pre-
fer that Canadians developed
with their own capital, but
rather than wait it was better
to use American and Euro-
pean capital “Eventually,
when we get this country built
up, we'll do as the Americans
did. They developed with
United Kingdom capital many
years ago. They eventually
acquired it back, their own in-
dustries back.”

Mr. MacFadden conceded
the situations are not parallel
but seemed convinced a way
would be found.

“Thts question of economic
domination does not bother
me at all,” said Rev. John
Capstick, an economist with
the St. Francis Xavier Univer-
sity extension department.

“I see very little difference
between American capital
providing a job in Toronto and
Toronto capital providing a
job there, Capital knows no
nationality and will always
seek the highest return. T
think this is a red herring.

. This kind of nationalism
is just as bad as the flag-wav-
ers as far as I'm concerned.”

A counter-view came from
an Acadian, Alexandre Bou-
dreau, director of the Mem-

ramcook Institute, affiliated
with the University of Monc-
ton.

“T suppose I'm a Canadian
nationalist,” said Mr. Bou-
dreau. “T think our basic rea-
son for having a Canada was
to constitute a separate entity
from the U.S. . .. Economi-
cally there is no sound reason
for having a separate Canada,
and there was no sound rea-
son at the beginning.

“In line with that philoso-
phy I have a tendency to be
an economic nationalist be-
cause I don’t think we can
forever maintain a Canada
exclusively on bilingualism. T
think we have to maintain a
certain degree of authority on
our economy. . .. There are
limits beyond which we should
not let the U.S. go in the econ-
omy and I think Canada has
reached the danger point. The
moment we become {oo com-
pletely subservient economi-
cally to the U.S., then our po-
litical entity is in danger.”
LOOK FOR CAPITAL

When a reporter said some
Maritimers feel the cry of
American domination is sim-
ply a cover for Canadian in-
dustrialists seeking protec-
tion, Mr. Boudreau replied:

“It is understandable that in
the Maritimes such a problem
is not given much importance.
Because what the Maritimes

are looking for now is indus-
trial capital. We are underde-
veloped and need a lot of cap-
ital.

“Anything or any legislation
that would curtail American
investment in Canada causes
Maritimers to be afraid it
would hurt them first because
they are so badly in need of
imported capital.

“But there are still a lot of
Maritimers who feel that too-
great control of our economy
by the U.S. may become a
danger fo nur vcrv exntente

1L

In the hlsmncal context,
Mr. Raddall long ago illumi-
nated the Canadian ethos
when he wrote:

“Figuratively —and  geo-
graphically Canada formed
the huge mysterious attic of
the continent, dimly lit and
cluttered with strange obsta-
cles where, like a small boy,
the Canadian moved with a
lonely curiosity, conscious al-
ways of the snow on the roof
above his . head, while down-
stairs the large and exuberant
family of Americans surged
with confidence through the
warmer chambers of the
house ... installing every-
thing from churns to chande-
liers.”

e importance of the U.S.
in the Canadian makeup was
also stressed by Dr. Henry D.
Hicks, president of Dalhousie

University and former Nova
Scotia Liberal premier, whose
ancestors came to Nova Sco-
tia from Rhode Island before
the American Revolution.

He pointed to the phenome-
non of history by which
United Empire Loyalists, who
came here to remain under
the British flag, have found
common cause with French-
Canadians.

“Not anti-Americanism but
fear of American domination
is a great factor in preserving
the Canadian natlon, he said.
AL For one reason or
anolher most of us do mnot
want to become part of the
us.

“Many of our English-
speaking people came by
preference around the time of
the Declaration of Independ-
ence. And our French-speak-
ing people know well that the
possibility of maintaining
their language and culture as
a state of the U.S. would be
absolutely nil. No Wall Street
bankers are going to learn to
speak French. . . .

“So the French-Canadian
people have a great interest
in preserving Canada because
we regard them as an impor-
tant segment of Canada—such
an important segment that the
rest of us are willing to go to
a good deal of inconvenience
to maintain bilingualism.”

s



FRANK WILLIS, who died yesterday in Toronto, had &
strong love of the sea. The Halifax-born broadeaster was
aboard the schooner Bluenose when. it sailed in the last
defence of its sailing championship during 1938. An ar-
dent sailor, he drew from his experience in producing
radio programs such as “The 'm Alone,” “Days of
Sa,” “Pier-head Yarns” and “Sam Slick, the Clock

Maker.”

J. Frank Willis
Dies Suddenly

TORONTO  (CP)
Frank Willis, 60, veteran CBC
radio and television broad-
caster, died Sunday of a heart
attack.

Mr. Willis collapsed at his
home in suburban Willowdale.
He was pronounced dead on

WeAwe sda )

/760

arrival at a Toronto hospital,
which later confirmed  the
cause of death.

Funeral arrangements were
not available immediately.

Born-in Halifax, Mr. Willis
was appointed Maritime
regional representative of the
Canadian Radio Broadcasting
Commission in 1933, The
CRBC was the forerunner of
the CBC and Mr. Willis had
his headquarters at the Nova
Scotian Hotel in Halifax.

He gained nationwide fame
in April of 1936 for his on-the- .
spot radio coverage of the
race to save the lives of three
men trapped in an abandoned
mine in Halifax County, N.S.

He made 99 broadcasts in *
95 hours—an all-time Cana-
dian endurance record in an
event that came o be known
as the Moose River Mine dis-
aster.

Mr. Willis jconcentrated on
television broadcasting from
1958 to 1963 when he was the
host of the CBC public affairs

N program Close-Up, followed
by Question Mark and
4 Horizon.

At the time of his death he
was -the senior CBC producer

“ of radio drama and special

See J. FRANK Page 6



;fogram& Some of his recent

accomplishments include CBC
4 Tuesday Night, Days of Sail
and a story on Mexico entitled
The Bold Ones.
‘ About the same time as his
| CRBC appointment in 1933,
Mr. Willis originated & pro-
gram called ' Atlantic Noc-
| turne, later shortened to Noc- |
turne, which ran on the CBC
radio network for 30 years.
CAME TO TORONTO
He was assigned to Aus-
tralia as an exchange pro-
ducer with the Australian
Broadcasting Commission in
1938 and, on his return to
Canada in 1939, was trans-
+ ferred to the CBC in Toronto.
Later, he traveiled to many

parts of the world on broad- |

casting assignments.

In the years pnor to
Canada’s Centenmal in 1967,
Mr. Willis was host and
narrator of the natural re-
| sources series entitled Canada
98, Canada 99 and Canada
0C.

On the CBC’s 25th anniver-
sary, in 1961, he produced a
series of programs called
Matter of Record and, in 1965,
another program, Flanders’
Field, one of the most suc-
cessful histories ever pro-
duced by Canadian radio.

It was the story of the
Canadian Corps during the
First World War and is

|

|
|
|

R i RO TTIUA
currently being rebroadcast
on the CBC radio network.

Some of his other memor-
able radio productions were:
The White Empire, about the
Canadian north; Comrades in
Arms and Carry on Canada,
about Canadians at war and
the Johnny Home Show a
production in which
comedians Johnny Wayne and
Frank Shuster made their
post-war return to radio.

He was an ardent sailor and
his love for ships got him a
spot as a crew member
aboard Canada’s famous rac-
ing schooner Bluenose in 1938
when she went to the last
defence of her championship
in world schooner racing.

Mr. Willis, whose brother
Austin also became an inter-
nationally known broadcaster
and actor, graduated from
King’s College at Halifax and
won a four-year scholarship {o
study art in New York. He
did some free-lancing as an
actor and radio announcer
there and when he returned to
Halifax in 1929 he opened an
art studio.

He became a professional
actor with a repertory theatre
and produced a number of
radio plays.

Mr. Willis’ wife, the former
Gladys Winchcombe, a native
of Halifax, is among family
survivors.
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GEN. ALLARD

THOMAS RADDALL

HON. V. deB OLAND

' St. Mary’s To Confer
Four Honorary Degrees

St. Mary’s University will
. confer four honorary degrees
at the fall convocation Oct. 3,
including doctorates of law to
Gen. Jean Victor Allard,
former Chief of = Defence
Staff, and Nova Scotia Lieu-
tenant Governor Victor deB.
Oland.

Honorary doctorates of
letters will be presented to
Canadian author Thomas
Head Raddall, who will ad-
dress the graduates, and
posthumously to Walter
Donald O’Hearn, former exe-
cutive editor of The Montreal
Star. Accepting Mr. O’Hearn’s
degree will be his son, Walter
'O'Hearn Jr. Announcement of
the<awards was made yester-
day by universily president
Dr, H. J. Labelle.

Gen. Allard was appointed
chief of staff in July, 1966. He
retired in September  this
year, after 30 years in the
armed forces. During that
time, he served in the Second
World War, earning a Distin-
guished Service Order, with
two bars, as military attache
to Moscow; Vice Quarter-
master General, and repre-

sented Canada at the Korean |!

truce-signing ceremonies in
1953.

He was later vice-chief of
the = general staff and, in

Germany during 1961, became
the first Canadian to com-
mand a British division.

Lieutenant Governor Oland,
former president and general
manager of Oland and Son
Ltd.,, and A. Keith and Son
Ltd., is past president of the
Canadian Chamber of Com-
merce and of the Canadian
Tourist Association. He is a
member of the hoard of
directors of several com-
panies and is a member of
the .board of governors of
Dalhousie and St. Francis
Xavier universities.

Mr. Raddall, born in Eng-
land in 1903, moved to Halifax
at the age of 10. He started in
his spare time writing short
stories of Nova Scotia shortly
after his marriage in 1927
and, 11 years later, became a
professional author.

In addition to two privately-

N

agency.

published books, 17 of Mr.
Raddalls’ books have been
published, including eight
novels, five volumes of short
stories and four volumes of
history. He has also written
many magazine articles. In
all, more than 2,000,000 copies
have heen published. Three
of his books have been
dramatized as television
plays, including “Roger

Sudden” — the first CBC
serial.

The late Mr. O’Hearn was
born in Halifax. Following

completion of his studies at
St. Mary’s University, he
became a reporter with The
Halifax Herald. In 1934, he
was appointed managing
editor of the Montreal Herald,
joining the Montreal Star
after his discharge following
the Second World War.

He became executive editor

' of the Star in 1964 and a

director of the paper in 1968.

| He also served four terms as

director of The Canadian
Press, Canada’s national news
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South Shore assenger
Train Service Ends

to Halifax, disembarked - its
last passengers Saturday
night at the CN terminal in
Halifax to mark the end of a
passenger service to the South
Shore area of the province,
which was more than 60 years
old.

There was no fanfare, and
1o special celebrations at the
end of the line for the train.

The three cars, one for
baggage, one for express mail
and another for passengers,
were quickly shunted to one
side and the two engmes

Mixed train 244, Yarmouth [

The final passenger trainJ

No. 24 bore little
resemblance to its earlier
counterpart,

Conductor ~ Vincent = Mac-

Innes, Dartmouth, who has
been on train 244, Yarmouth
to Halifax and train 243 for
the return trip, was on the
run for about 11 years and he
has enjoyed it, he says.

The details in his loghook
for the final trip seem to
indicate it.

“Depart Bridgewater at
1:55 p.m. (Atlantic Standard
Time) with 20 cars and 14
O

returned to the
Fairview. Only a handful of
railway personnel were aware
that it was the last Ppassenger
run for the train,

LAST TRIP

Engineer Charlie Halfield, ‘,

Truro and Bridgewater, who "
replaced the regular engineer,
John Woodsworth, had the |
distinction of making the last
trip carrying passengers on |
the line.

Mr. Hatfield, leaning out of |
the engine, de:cnbed the trip
as fairly “normal” and “un- -
eventful.”

It wasn’t always so!

Only a few short years ago
passengers formed the
nucleus of the South Shore
train service. During the
Second World War and up |
until the late 40's, trains |
carrying passengers only
made a trip-hoth ways daily
on the: track. In addition, a
‘mixed train made a daily
round trip from. Liverpool to
Halifax and return.

FIRST CLASS

The passenger train includ-
ed a parlor car with dining
facilities and also a regular
first class coach.

picked up two additional cars
in Mahone Bay and detrained
19 cars at Fairview.”

When train 244 arrived in l

Y

L

Halifax it had three cars and
a total of 11 passengers. Total
number of passengers for. the
trip from Yarmouth where
the trip originated to Halifax
was 49. -

Mr. MacInnes and the other
crew members on train 244 E.
A. Meagher, Halifax, and G.
E. Hemsworth, Halifax, both
trainmen, will continue on the
run in the future but with one
major difference. No pas-
sengers!

The passenger car will bn
replaced by a ‘“van”
caboose for the crew mem<

The train will be totally
converted to freight and ex-
press mail and will retain its
schedule of a trip to Yar-
mouth from Halifax on Mon-

| day, Wednesday. and Friday,

with a return trip to Halifax
on Tuesday, Thursday and
Saturday.

NO PASSENGERS

Removal of the passenger
car from the train will mean
that there will be no pas-
senger service west of Hali-
fax, except for the service
that the Dominion Atlantic
Railway still operates.

Lost to the passengers, who
frequented the train will be
such nostalgic names as Pub-
nico, Tusket, Barrington, Bar-
rington Passage, Port Clyde,
Lockeport, Port Mouton and
French Village which were
among the 20 stops made
during the run,

Even though there was no
special event to mark the
occasion, one railway em-
ployee perhaps summed it up
when he commented that it
was, “the end of an era. That

car should go to a museum.”

d
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THE CHRONICLE-HERALD

-~ How do you keep }

a harbor
from shrinking?

By STAN FITZNER

LIVERPOOL — How do you keep a
harbor from shrinking?

That’s the $64 question in this South
Shore town of Liverpool where silt chokes
and clogs the inner harbor like cholesterol
clogs human arteries. 1

It’s threatening to strangle the town’s
economy and future.

The source of the problem is a swirling
tidal action where the Mersey River charges
head-on into the inbound Atlantic Ocean.

The surging current circles a small
island just off the government wharf and
flings silt in every direction.

The silt — or rather a mixture of silt,
sand, gravel and wood fibre — builds up
over the whole inner harbor, but particularly
in what is called the mooring basin.

1t falls in deepening layers across the
marine railway of Steel and Engine Products
Limited, and it climbs threateningly toward
the hull of the unique floating fish processing
plant — Mersey Foods Limited —at the
government wharf.

It reaches up toward the hulls of the
fishing boats moored in the basin until they
lie grounded at low tide. *

It builds up a natural sandbar stretching
across the outer edge of the inner harbor un-
til free passage is accessible only to smaller
vessels.

Periodically — about every four years,
says Mayor Frank Trainor — the federal
government dredges a clear opening in the
sandbar.

In 1967 for the first time, town officials
say, it dredged the inner basin.

Every few years Steel and Engine Pro-
ducts dredges its own marine railway area
—but it dredged in 1969 and a month later a
storm nullified the effort.

The silt, pours relentlessly back.

Last year it grounded a corner of the
floating fish plant — a situation that could
twist the hull and destroy the plant. Ottawa
paid to dredge it free, but the hole they
made filled in again.

The plant, fortunately suffered only
minor damage that time, says company pre-
sident and general manager Dr. William
Murphy, but the threat of grounding is back
with them.

Individually and jointly, town officials,
companies private citizens and ships’ cap-
tains have hounded Ottawa for a permanent
solution —and more dredging in the in-
terim.

Townspeople believe a wall between the
government wharf and the small island off
its tip would break the silt-tossing tidal mo-
tion, create a natural flushing action and
help keep the basin at a depth of 18 or 20
feet at low water — at least for a more ex-
tended period than now.

That theory, says Mayor Trainor, was
shot down by federal officials who said it
just wouldn’t work

Town officials say they were told last
year that dredging was on the public works
department list —but other priorities came
first and money wasn't available. As soon as
it was, some dredging would be started at
Liverpool. ;

Meanwhile, they say, ships lie grounded
in the basin at low tide, larger ships can’t
make it across the sandbar and Mersey
Seafoods ships and other vessels rimning
from a storm at low tide have to remain in
the outer harbor to be pounded to pieces,

Steel and Engine’s plant superintendent,
Arthur Hirtle, says that ships drawing over
18 feet of water can’t get into the harbor at
the best of times. The company has had to
turn down ship repair jobs for this reason,

he says, and others have been lost for the
same reason.

Dr. Murphy adds that Mersey Seafoods
can only manoeuvre a ship for off-loading or
such at high tide —“and it makes us
relatively inefficient by having to schedule
our work according to the tides.” The plant’s
ships can be delayed by as much as 24 hours
by missing a tide.

But the more urgent problem, he says,
is the possibility that the floating fish pro-
cessing plant could be grounded again.
twisting the hull and throwing the plant out ~
of operation for months.

“The situation is critical now,” he says

Last October the town wrote the public
works department requesting a study of the
potentials of both Liverpool Harbor and
Liverpool Bay — the inner and outer
harbors — for use of council in planning
future development.

Liverpool and its shrinking harbor

Mayor Trainor says he was advised that
such studies were not the responsibility of
the public works department; it was sug-
gested he contact the department of regional
economic development.

The mayor took the advice and now
awaits an answer,

He’s gotten used to waiting, he says,
having already gone through the depart-
ments of immigration, public works,
transport, the old Unemployment Insurance
Commission, Indian affairs and northern
development, and directly through ministers,
senators and MPs.

The Liverpool .Chamber of Commerce
has thrown its weight behind the fight to get
a better harbor, £nd its industrial committee
is currently pondering the next step after
having been advised, chamber officials say,
that Ottawa had a dredging program on its

books but no money available at the moment
to carry it out.

Chamber secretary Ron Lane says he
was told that the public works department
was re-examining its financial position to see
if money could be found to start the work.

But behind the drive for some dredging
now, there’s a determined bid for something
permanent.

““The whole life blood of Liverpool,” says
Mayor Trainor, “will depend on what type of
harbor we have. If we don’t get a good
harbor we can’t even go after medium-size
industry let alone heavy industry.”

“What we -really want,” adds Dr.
Murphy, “is not just for someone to throw a
dredge in once in a while ... we want a
study of possible ways to cure the problem
for all time.

““And I think that’s possible,” he says.
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