Union Station on Toronto’s Front St. will be replaced
by a wall of rental towers says James Acland. Should it be . . .
what are the alternatives ? Acland discusses this and other

problems faced by those involved in conservancy, page 3.
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Toronto designers take top Eedee awards
Grand Eedee awards, presented annually by the Ontario

Dept. of Trade and Development for excellence in furniture
design, were presented earlier this month to Toronto designers
Dudas Kuypers Adamson Ltd. and Jeffery Fear. The winning
Dudas Kuyper design was for street furniture in concrete and
fibreglas (immediately below), Fear’s was for a tubular steel
and leather chaise lounge by Craftwood Products (bottom),
and an ottoman in similar material by Innovative Metal Inc.

Design Canada concrete awards
Eleven awards were made this month for the creative use of concrete in architecture
and structural engineering. The awards program was the second “Design Canada”
program to be sponsored by the federal Dept. of Industry, Trade and Commerce with the
Portland Cement Association. It attracted 198 entries.

Two buildings won top “awards of excellence”: the Burlington Central Library
(below, left), architects Brook-Carruthers-Grierson-Shaw ; and the National Arts
Centre (below, right), architects Affleck, Desbarats, Dimakopoulos, Lebensold, Sise.

Thornloe College Chapel in Sudbury (above), architects Townend, Stefura, Baleshta,
won one of the merit citations.




CARNET DU PRESIDENT

Dans le cadre de la nouvelle poli-
tique de participation établie par le
Conseil de I'IRAC, trois des mem-
bres de I'Exécutif ont eu I'avantage
de visiter Halifax
les 4 et 5 novem-
bre dernier.
L’Association des
Architectes de la
Nouvelle Ecosse
avait invité pour
I'occasion les
Conseils des
autres Associa-
tions des Provinces Maritimes et
ensemble, les représentants d'une
région ont pu discuter avec nous
divers points d'intérét commun. En
particulier, les représentants des
architectes nous ont communiqué
les objectifs prioritaires que I'IRAC
devrait poursuivre, selon eux. Le
méme sujet avait fait I'objet d'une
rencontre avec le Conseil de
I’AAPQ au mois de septembre,

et est également a I'agenda de
notre réunion conjointe avec le
Conseil de 'OAA a Toronto lundi
prochain. Nous comptons pour-
suivre ces séances d’information et
nous rendre dans les provinces de
'Ouest et en Colombie-Britannique
dans les mois qui suivent.

1l est trop tot pour tirer des con-
clusions définitives de ces discus-
sions, mais d’ores et déja il me
semble acquit que la formule est
extrémement profitable, permettant
de démystifier cette organisation
fédérale qui est la notre et que nous
avons quelquefois tendance a
négliger. Il est évident que les faits
et gestes de I'Institut prennent une
importance plus grande dans les
provinces moins nombreuses et plus
éloignées du centre du pays. Il
semble cependant que le role de
I'IRAC pour les communications
avec le gouvernement et les insti-
tutions fédérales soit indisputé.
Toutes les associations provinciales
attachent également une impor-
tance primordiale a I'harmonisation
des conditions d’admission a la
pratique de la profession, dans le
but d’établir une réciprocité com-
pléte a travers I'ensemble du pays

Ces deux aspects du rdle de
I'Institut font I'objet d’efforts con-
sidérables de la part des membres
du Conseil ainsi que de nos repré-
sentants auprés des organismes
dont I'IRAC est membre, et dans
les prochains numéros je serai en
mesure de vous faire part de réali-
sations concrétes dans ces do-
maines.

Le 9 novembre, j'ai assisté a une
réunion du Comité Conjoint IRAC-
Ministére des Travaux Publics, aux
bureaux du Ministére a Ottawa. Ce
comité qui existe depuis quatre ans
a été un des plus actifs de I'Institut,
gréice surtout 3 la contribution de
nos représentants F. Rounthwaite et
Henri Labelle, et de Jim Langford,
Kelly Stanley et Denis Turnbull
représentants le Ministére.

Le document qui sert de conven-
tion entre le Ministére et les archi-
tectes pour les travaux du gouverne-
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ment a été préparé par ce comité

et est utilisé pour tous les contrats
avec le Ministére depuis une année.
Le comité a entrepris de réviser le
document lorsque nécessaire et
dans ce but procédera a une en-
quéte auprés des architectes dont
les services sont présentement
retenus selon les termes de la con-
vention. Wilson Salter, notre Direc-
teur des Services Professionnels,
prépare un rapport détaillé de cette
réunion pour l'information des
membres.

Le lendemain, 10 novembre, Fred
Rounthwaite, W. Salter, K. Sanford,
expert-conseil en matiére de taxa-
tion, et moi-méme, avons été regus
par un Comité ad hoc du Sénat a
qui nous avons présenté un mé-
moire additionnel sur le projet de
réforme fiscale du gouvernement.
Nos représentations précédentes
nous avaient valu “une moyenne au
baton de .625” pour employer les
termes du Président du Comité, et
la réception que nous ont accordée
les Sénateurs hier permet d’entre-
voir encore une amélioration de
notre fiche. Une fois de plus, jai
été en mesure de constater I'im-
portance du role de I'Institut auprés
des organismes fédéraux ainsi que
la haute estime qui nous y est
témoignée. J'aurai l'occasion de
vérifier le bien-fondé de cette con-
statation lors d'une rencontre avec
le Premier Ministre et son Cabinet le
29 novembre prochain, et je vous
ferai part des résultats.

Jean-Louis Lalonde
77 nov. 1971

Vous aurez appris par le numéro
précédent d’Architecture Canada,
la mort de Monsieur Maurice
Payette, ancien Président de I'|[RAC,
et sans doute le champion de la
participation aux affaires de la
profession. Par erreur, le communi-
qué mentionnait qu'il était agé de
83 ans; ceux qui I'ont connu auront
rétabli son age véritable, 71 ans,
méme si la liste de ses activités
semble indiquer un dge beaucoup
plus avancé. J-L L.

THE PROFESSION
AND TAX REFORM

RAIC goes to
bat for more equitable
tax legislation

The Royal Architectural Institute of
Canada earlier this month joined
the growing number of groups
presenting individual briefs to the
federal government urging that en-
actment of the new tax legislation
be deferred.

Says RAIC vice-president C. F. T.
Rounthwaite, who was present at
the November 10 meeting with the
Senate Committee on Banking,
Trade and Commerce — along with
RAIC president Jean Louis Lalonde,
Director of Professional Services,
Wilson Salter, and RAIC tax con-
sultant Keith Sandford — the Com-
mittee was in ““complete sympathy"
with the professional’s point of
view as presented by the RAIC.

This was the RAIC’s second over-

ture to the government on tax
legislation. The RAIC's first brief,
a response to the Benson White
Paper (A/C 4/27/70), was pre-
sented in April last year. Five out of
the eight recommendations made at
that time were reflected in the Tax
Reform Legislation Bill presented to
the House this June.

The RAIC at its latest session
with the parliamentary committee
brought into focus again two of the
recommendations not accepted. It
urged that income from fellowships,
scholarships, bursaries and research
grants be fully exempt from tax and,
if the accrual method of reporting
income were to become mandatory,
that there be some relaxation of
regulation for taxpayers in the
professions who do not have access
to a reserve of receipts for services
to be rendered (advance payments),
similar to their bank of receivables.

It was in this last area that the
most interesting, and positive, de-
velopment occurred, says Roun-
thwaite. Senator O. H. Phillips of
Montreal, on hearing the RAIC's
proposals, made the suggestion
that “25-30% of the professional’s
accounts receivable be exempt from
the calculation of income and re-
sulting tax be payable on the basis
that some professional accounts are
unpredictable in terms of the amount
of cash ultimately received within a
given fiscal year.”” The RAIC,
Rounthwaite reports, followed the
meeting with a letter to Senate Com-
mittee head Salter A. Hayden, Q.C.
requesting permission to bring Sena-
tor Phillips’ recommendation directly
to the attention of Finance Minister
Edgar Benson.

The RAIC also went to bat ““on
behalf of the confused citizenry of
Canada who do not have advantages
of legal advice” for simplification
of the whole tax Bill.

It asked also for more time to
examine the affect of the proposed
taxlegislation on partnerships. Under
the proposed legislation, a partner-
ship is treated as a separate person
and presents a “whole new set of
requirements for which there has
not been sufficient time to assess
the implications and effects.”

HOUSING

Habitat gets another
hopeful prospect

Rochester, N.Y. is the latest in a line
of U.S. cities which have looked
hopefully to Habitat ‘67 to solve
their housing problems. The city’s
Department of Urban Renewal will
run a feasibility test of Montreal
architect Moshe Safdie’'s Habitat
system to see if it can produce
housing in northern climates for
families of low and moderate in-
comes. The system is also being tried
for low-income family housing in
the less demanding climate of
Puerto Rico.

In Rochester the Habitat housing
is being considered for a renewal
site overlooking the Genesee River.
If it goes ahead, it will be the first

“son-of-Habitat” to actually get
built in the U.S. The $60,000
feasibility study will be conducted
by Safdie and a New York City
engineering firm. The study will be
financed by the local public agency,
the New York State Urban Devel-
opment Corporation, and a Roches-
ter non-profit sponsor. The spon-
sor is among 12 non-profit develop-
ment groups who have built, are
building, or are under contract to
build 1,900 housing units on urban
renewal land in Rochester.

Factory modules for a
California campus

Sixty-six factory produced duplex
apartments are ready for occupancy
by married students at Azusa Pacific
College, California.

The project is the first to be
financed by the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) for college housing in
California. Units were built by
Levitt Mobile Systems Inc. and,
says a HUD spokesman, “the De-
partment is becoming increasingly
interested in this type of student
housing as a solution to the fluctu-
ating housing needs of colleges.”

Each unit, with 667 sq. ft. of living
space, consists of one bedroom plus
den or two bedrooms, a kitchen,
breakfast area, living room and bath.
Rent is $130 per month unfurnished
and $150 with furniture.

All the apartments have “high-
beamed ceilings, wood paneling,
shag carpeting, rustic exterior siding
and trim and redwood entry porches.”

THE PROFESSION
Be paranoid and join

““Be paranoid...andjoin...because
if you're not there, it is you that the
confréres will gossip about.”

This slogan of slogans is the
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prodding stick of the Province of
Quebec Association of Architects
to get members out to its day-and-
a-half convention and annual meet-
ing next February.

The PQAA since last March has
been studying weak member interest
in conventions through a committee
co-chaired by Camille Chevalier Jr.
and David Bourke. The committee’s
findings not only call for some
major changes in convention plan-
ning — and these changes are being
made for the 1972 get-together —
but put on paper much about pro-
fessional Association malaise in
general. An overwhelming 70%
response to the committee’s ques-
tionnaire (sent at random to 250
architects) indicated that there was
a “distinct lack of interest in the
affairs of the Association.” The big
problem seemed to be that the
PQAA's structure, hence its con-
ventions, is “designed primarily to
suit the architect in practice for him-
self who is over 35 years of age. ..
excluding the young and the salaried
— a rapidly growing group within
the membership.”

Here, a sampling of PQAA mem-
bership opinion about conventions:

— There appeared to be no strong
objections to the physical aspects
of past conventions, i.e. season,
locale, length, etc.

— There were no strong objections
to a manufacturers’ exhibition.

— Little interest was expressed in the
convention as a means of social
intercourse, i.e. dinners, cocktails,
parties, etc.

— There was some indication that
the “content” of the program be
more serious and thoughtful.

— Members who are salaried or
young said they had very little
interest in conventions. (The PQAA
committee will attempt to design
the program for the 1972 conven-
tion to especially attract these
groups.)

— There was some feeling that parti-
cipation should be broadened, i.e.
other professionals, other members
of the construction industry, stu-
dents and members of the public
being invited to participate.

Pré-requis uniformes

Une réunion a été tenue a la salle
du Conseil de I'OAA, a Toronto, le
5 novembre dernier, a laquelle ont
assisté des représentants de chaque
comité provincial d’admission a la
profession. La réunion était con-
duite par D. A. D. Hickman (Van-
couver) président du Bureau de
Certification de I'IRAC.

Le but ultime de ce bureau est
d’arriver a des pré-requis uniformes
servant de base d'admission a la
profession dans toutes les provinces.

Le président Hickman a souligné
aux représentants provinciaux l'im-
portance de soumettre dés que
possible, aux authorités provinciales
en matiére d’'admission, ainsi qu‘a
leur conseil toutes les recommenda-
tions faisant suite & cette réunion,

November 22, 1971

afin d’obtenir leur opinion en vue
de la prochaine réunion prévue
pour le vendredi 24 mars 1972.

Uniform registration

The long process of achieving uni-
form registration for architects in
Canada continues.

The latest meeting of the RAIC
Certification board, earlier this
month in Toronto, brought to-
gether representatives of provincial
registration bodies.

Chairman of the meeting was
D. A. D. Hickman, Vancouver, head
of the RAIC Certification Board.
Provincial representatives now re-
port recommendations back to their
own registration boards. The next
meeting is March 24, 1972.

Out of the mouths of babes . ..

Calgary architect Gordon Atkins
last month received a letter he
thought should be passed on to the
profession through the pages of
A/C. We publish it herewith un-
edited :

| am very interested in architec-
ture and | am wondering how on
this world would anyone ever half
to go through 6 years of university
to be an architect. Well you'll say to
know it and to have your degrees.
Well | happen to know almost every-
thing about architecting and you
don't need a little piece o’ paper
that says you have such and such a
degree after all | am only 11 years
old.
Sincerly Yours
Kathy
P.S. Just because I'm 11 doesn't
mean | am as dumb as you think!
Everything | said is true Write back.

Has anyone got an answer? Ed.

Mobilité Internationale

Le directeur des services profes-
sionnels de I'IRAC, Wilson Salter
assistait, le mois dernier, a la
premiére conférence mondiale sur
la réciprocité pour les architectes et
nous rapporte que la conférence a
conclu, en principe, “qu’il soit per-
mit aux architectes de pratiquer
librement d'un pays a l'autre, et que
les services des architectes soient
disponibles a tous a travers le
monde”.

A cette fin, une résolution a été
passée établissant une conférence
annuelle sur les relations interna-
tionales pour les architectes, ou-
verte 2 tous les pays intéressés. Il a
été recommandé que, pour le
moment, cette conférence soit af-
filiée au National Council of Archi-
tectural Registration Boards
(NCARB) et au Architectural Regis-
tration Council of the United King-
dom (ARCUK) et que la premiére
rencontre ait lieu concuremment a
I'assemblée annuelle de ces comités.

Le but de cette nouvelle con-
férence serait d'étudier et de recom-
mender une méthodologie pour:
“reconnaitre et accréditer des stan-
dards internationalement acceptés
d’éducation en architecture; dé-

finir et établir des standards inter-
nationalement acceptés d’appren-
tissage et d’expérience profession-
nelle, et spécifier les conditions
spéciales qui doivent étre reconnues
dans les différentes régions et pays
particuliers.

NOSTALGIA

Here comes de judge —
or his house anyway

The 100-year-old house of Upper
Canada'’s first-knighted judge, chief
justice Sir William Campbell, on
December 4th, in the wee small
hours of the day, will travel down
Toronto’s Frederick St. to Front,
along Front past the O'Keefe Centre,
the Royal York Hotel, up Simcoe St.
to Queen and across Queen to its
new foundations on the south lawn
of the Canada Life Assurance
Company.

The historical landmark, among
the finest of Georgian style brick
buildings built in York (Toronto)
between 1807 and 1825, now
stands virtually unnoticed amid
warehouses, factories and offices
in a little-frequented downtown
area. Owner, the William E. Coutts
Company, has donated the house
to the Sir William Campbell Founda-
tion on the condition that it be
moved from the property and
restored.

Despite some “’sniping” remarks
by Toronto alderman John Sewell
“to the effect that the move was for
the self-glorification of those in-
volved”, architect Ronald A. Dick
(of Marani, Rounthwaite & Dick,
and architect for the Campbell
Foundation) says it has the blessings
of virtually everybody including city
council and the historical society.
Council has co-operated in over-
coming such problems as removal
of overhead wires, lamp posts that
would get in the way. It also is
providing traffic control. Canada
Life has provided the site, and funds
have poured in from the Advocates’
Society, the Province, charitable
foundations and individuals both
in and outside the province. The
restoration itself will be supervised
by Marani, Rounthwaite & Dick,
assisted by Peter Stokes.

PROJECTS

Flexibility was one of the funda-
mental criteria for the University of
Manitoba’s $9-million Basic
Sciences building now going up
next to Winnipeg’'s General Hospi-
tal.

To achieve this flexibility, clear
span steel trusses are being used,

says project architect Keith Rankin
of Moody Moore Duncan Rattray
Peters Searle Christie. These wiill
allow 7%-ft. ‘service spaces’ be-
tween floors to house water, air-
conditioning, exhaust ducts. Walls
will be non-load bearing for easy
and inexpensive floor-plan altera-
tions — even radical changes can be
done by the building’s maintenance
men, says Rankin. The building is
due for completion in December ‘72.

The $14-million National Science
Library, designed by Shore &
Moffat and Partners, will be a focal
point of the south campus of the
National Research Council’s Mont-
real Road site in Ottawa. Due to be
completed by 1974, construction of
the eight-storey, reinforced con-
crete and steel structure got under-
way this summer. Exterior walls
will be aggregate precast concrete
panels. Special lighting and super-
graphics will be used in lobbies and
office landscape planning has been
used throughout.

OPINION

A role for historical
associations . . . and architects

When Eric Arthur invented the
Architectural Conservancy in 1933,
the outstanding problem was simple
neglect of fine old pre-Confedera-
tion houses and monuments. Re-
cently, hundreds of millions of
investment dollars, dropp:ng as
bombs from a cloudless sky, have
forced the Conservancy to a more
urban orientation and a more
catholic concern: the maintenance
of human scale and amenity on
the city street by an intelligent ad-
mixture of the new and the old ;

the rejection of narrow and doctri-
naire housing schemes; the ques-
tioning of the need for paranoiac
commercial blocks which overload
civic facilities. Questions of this
nature have made the Conservancy
a useful mediator between angry
short range denunciations by ad hoc
citizens’ committees and the com-
plex articulation of community
planning policy.

The clumsy political manipulation
attempted by, to take one example,
Eaton’s, in their cross-Canada attack
on civic squares and city halls, has
bred an angry mood on the part of
voters and taxpayers. The inevitable
result has been short tempers and
shout ng at City Hall ... and a
choking off of reasonable dialogue.
Yet competing demands for down-
town space will continue and
decisions cannot be left either to
simplistic tax benefit schemes nor to
idealistic dreams of a never-never
past.

Hopefully across Canada histori-
cal associations and conservancy
organizations can provide exactly
the forum for an open discussion
between citizens and developers,
as well as professional designers
and politicians . . . but this can only
come about where architects,
engineers and related professionals
bring their special skills to these

3




MASTER BUILDERS
offers an increasing number

of non-shrink grouts and mortars.

We’re numbering them
for your convenience.

Buy by number!

Our new numbering system, as
shown on these bags, is designed to
make it easy for you to identify,
specify and order the Master
Builders non-shrink grout or mor-
tar formulated to meet your speci-
fic grouting requirements.

These are just four examples of
our wide range. Let’s look into
them:

EMBECO 201 GROUT — Pro-
vides extra high early strength to
speed machinery installation in
new construction. Can also mini-
mize machine downtime in re-
grouting work,

EMBECO 602 MORTAR—
Formulated for grouting spaces
between precast structural mem-
bers and their mild steel connec-
tions. Provides high early strength.

EMBECO 636 GROUT — A
formulation especially for use in
the precision grouting of machines
subject to thermal movement.
Typical applications are turbines,
compressors, generators, paper
mills, etc.

MASTERFLOW 713 GROUT—
Similar in appearance to concrete
and mortar. For use in non-shrink
grouting of precast wall panels,
beams, columns and machinery
not subject to severe repetitive
loading and operating forces, etc.

MASTER,
- gt

Maybe your number didn’t
come up in this group. But rest
assured, we’ve got your number
and your Master Builders field
man can give you all the facts
about it. Call the number nearest
you. General office and factory,
Toronto (416 241-8521). Branch
offices: Yancouver (604 985-8268),
Calgary (403 269-2898), Edmonton
(403 452-1962), Saskatoon (306
242-8316), Winnipeg (204
775-2306), London (519 438-5631),
Ottawa (613 235-5618), Montreal
(514 737-6537), Moncton (506
389-2074).

The Master Builders
Company, Limited.

MC7105E
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STYROFOAM insulates unique “inside-out”
food storage terminal. Refrigerated warehouses are
usually built from the outside inward. First a closed “shell”, then
insulation, then a pallet racking system. But the exact reverse
procedure at Gould Cold Storage, Lachine, Quebec, resulted in a
significant cost advantage. And due to the remarkable insulating
properties of STYROFOAM™ and ROOFMATE® plastic foams, the
building is successfully operating today. Overleaf gives details of

this project...
@ DOW CHEMICAL OF CANADA, LIMITED
*

Trademark of The Dow Chemical Company
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If it costs too much to build a
warehouse to hold storage racks, use
the racks to support the building!

The Objective
In a single 160,000 sq. ft. building, there had to be a 2 million cu. ft.
freezer (—15°F) subdivided into smaller rooms (individually temper-
ature controlled to meet tenant requirements), ancilliary rooms such
as blast freezers (—35°F) and receiving and meat coolers (32°F)
exceeding 200,000 cu. ft., and another large temperature controlled
room for processing fish products . . . plus truck and rail docks and
office space.

Added to these was the need for a sterile easily maintained yet rugged
interior finish system . . . not to mention solutions for the accordion-
like structural problems generated by adjacent storage areas oper-
ating under differing temperature and humidity conditions.

That was the objective described by Meadowbrook Development
Corporation (subsidiary of Canadian Pacific Investments) and their
lessee, Gould Cold Storage Terminals Inc., to Paré and Quart Limited,
Campbell, Gilday Co. Ltd., and Dow Chemical during the early
planning stages of the Gould Cold Storage complex in 1969.

N

Building from the inside out cuts costs

It was evident from the outset that the cost of racking for palletized
storage, added to the cost of conventional construction, would im-
pose an intolerable expense. But, using Speedrack as the basic load-
bearing structure for walls and roof, and simultaneously as the system
for high-rise palletized storage, major structural costs could be
avoided. With the Speedrack erected first, long span open-web roof
joists could rest upon the racking system. The three-dimensional
truss design of the racks created rigid corners which eliminated one
area of potential failure common in cold storage construction.

Insulation problems
High insulation efficiency was paramount to keep operating costs to
aminimum, and it had to be permanently resistant to even the smallest
amount of water absorption in such extreme low temperature en-
vironments. Vapour barriers had to be complete and positive. Varying
low temperatures made the provision for thermal breaks and expan-
sion joints in wall and roof design both essential and critical. High
performance low temperature sealants had to be found. And the
interior finish over the insulation had to be simple yet clean, tight,
and easily maintained.
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STYROFOAM™ and ROOFMATE* fit the bill

From the standpoint of economics as well as characteristics, these
two Dow plastic foam insulations proved the perfect solution for
walls and roof.

Campbell, Gilday Co. Ltd., fabricated sheet steel (pre-finished with
white acrylic paint) into 21" wide pans of floor-to-ceiling length and
factory-bonded them with STYROFOAM* SM insulation boards.
These prefabricated panels became the basic wall and partition in-fill,

with the coated steel to the inside (see detail).
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L L— PAINTED STEEL SHEET

— ADHESIVE HORIZONTAL SECTION: PREFABRICATED

STYROFOAM SM (27) METAL-SKINNED WALL PANELS
While STYROFOAM SM has a very low perm rating quite adequate
for the partitioning, a positive vapour barrier of polyethylene film was
added on outer walls between the exterior metal skin and the insula-
tion. The exterior finish utilized the same prefinished sheet steel
material in a seam-and-batten system. Details of interior partitions
and exterior wall construction are shown below.
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Insulation on the steel roof deck had to be installed carefully so that
it was continuous with the wall insulation. Otherwise, thermal shorts
would occur. ROOFMATE FR plastic foam insulation was applied
in three layers of 2" material, topped with a standard four-ply roofing
membrane and gravel surface.
Varying environmental conditions from room to room necessitated
numerous insulated expansion joints which required ingenious solu-
tions in the flashing detail. Particularly critical were roof-parapet
wall junctures.
Neither heating nor ventilation were required under the concrete
floor because of the bedrock soil conditions. However, polyethylene
film and STYROFOAM SM were installed under the floor to com-
plete the insulation envelope.
A proven track record
Wherever the demand for an exceptional insulation material is critical,
that’s where you find STYROFOAM and ROOFMATE. Other un-
usual projects in which these products have been used successfully
include: The Pacific Coliseum in Vancouver, McMaster University
Arts Building 11, the B.C. Hydro Project, and the Bell Telephone Data
Centre in Don Mills, Ontario.
If you would like more information on the Gould Cold Storage pro-
ject, or other systems employing STYROFOAM and ROOFMATE
insulation materials, write Construction Materials Sales, Dow Chem-
ical of Canada, Limited, Sarnia, Ontario, or consult Sweet’s Canadian
Construction File. Dow also has technical sales engineers resident in
most major cities coast to coast.
Architect: Arthur G. Keith, Gen. Cont.: Paré and Quart Limited
Insulation/Roofing: Campbell, Gilday Co. Ltd., Owner: Meadowbrook

Development Corp. Lessee: Gould Cold Storage Terminals Inc., Tenants: Blue
Water Sea Foods Ltd. Swift Canadian Co. Ltd., Gatehouse LaSalle Inc.

DOW CHEMICAL OF CANADA, LIMITED



confrontation sessions.

This year in the Architectural
Conservancy of Ontario, we have
been fortunate to have a most
effective striking team in the com-
bination of Prof. Douglas Richard-
son, an art historian at the University
of Toronto, and John Caulfield
Smith, an architect and planner in
Etobicoke. As well, the decentraliza-
tion of local responsibility to
regional branches in Toronto,
Ottawa, Galt, Guelph, London,
Hamilton and Port Hope, has
strengthened greatly the local im-
pact of the Conservancy’s work.

A glance at the heritage front in
Ontario will indicate the strength of
citizen action. In Stratford, the
Save City Hall League halted the
demolition of the city hall, and with
legal planning and architectural
advice the members presently are
engaged in a study of Stratford
downtown renovation. At Cobourg,
Mayor Heenan and his Council
have embarked upon a million
dollar appeal to restore the 110-year-
old Victoria Hall. In Kitchener, the
proposal to tear down the city hall,
move the cenotaph, and relocate
the Mennonite Farmers’ Market to
provide a site for an Eaton’s store
has been sent back by the Ontario
Municipal Board to the citizens
for plebiscite vote on December 6th.

Despite the attractive design
created by Ron Thom for the Shaw
Festival Theatre at Niagara-on-the-
Lake, the Council of the Architec-
tural Conservancy has unanimously
voted against the site behind the
Court House. Though we normally
favor an intimate mixture of old and
new, Niagara-on-the-Lake has
survived by dumb luck, relatively
untouched from the nineteenth
century. Here is a rare case where
‘freezing’ can be justified, and
where a site off the main street can
allow the theater to expand or
change over the years.

In Toronto, the Temple Building
went last year, and Consumers’ Gas
are planning to demolish 19 Toronto
Street. These are typical instances
of handsome structures which are
almost impossible to save, though
we might look into the potential
for an architectural museum for
great doors and windows of the
past. But we need not lose all the
older structures — the Berkeley
Street Fire Hall in Toronto of 1859
and 1871 is being converted to a
theater by Ron Thom for the Uni-
versity Alumnae Dramatic Club
... where the building can be readily
adapted to a new use, retention
and refurbishing can follow.

Substantial private financial aid
for a series of heritage strip maps for
Ontario communities has been
pledged, and with the Toronto
Historical Board we are shaping up
the format for these needed tools.
Eventually we hope to have major
research efforts underway using
historic inventory material, and,
perhaps more important, we would
like to encourage new schemes
which successfully marry the old
and the new.
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By miracle of grace . .. or as
citizens elsewhere might put it. ..
by a blind and wilful perversion of
natural law . . . Toronto has become
one of the most livable big cities
on the continent. As well, Go rail
transit and TTC Subway have
emerged as efficient competitors
to the commuter automobile. Union
Station, as an interchange and
gateway to the city, plays an im-
portant part in this interlocking of
transit needs.

In the scheme envisaged for the
Metro Centre development in
Toronto, the Union Station will be
replaced by a wall of rental towers
on Front Street. Passenger trackage
will be reduced and pushed south
to the expressway ramps, and bus,
subway and pedestrian access will
be fragmented. Evidently the
CN /CP developers are quite willing
to hobble adequate provision for
the great transportation complex so
vitally needed for Toronto’s future,
simply to maximize their immediate
real estate profits. This Metro
Centre transportation facility de-
mands extended study by Provincial
and Federal authorities, before the
City blithely hands over the future
of the waterfront to the railroads.

James Acland, President,
Architectural Conservancy,
Toronto

CITIES

Big enough to look at an
elephant ; small enough
to recognize a cow

How big — or small should a city be ?
The question has concerned plan-
ning theorists for years. It was the
subject of comment from two sig-
nificant critics in recent weeks.

e André Saumier, who is assistant
secretary of the federal Ministry of
s . State for Urban
. Affairs, says the
- future develop-
ment of Canadian
cities “is fraught
with danger.” This
country’s growth
is going to be con-
centrated in a few
S major cities, he
says, probably to a greater extent
than in any other country of the
world. By the year 2000 Ottawa
forecasters predict, more than 90%
of Canadians will live in urban
areas; 70% will live in just 13 cities;
and 50% will be concentrated in
metropolitan Montreal, Toronto and
Vancouver. All three will become
multi-million population cities.
“There is no reason to assume,”
Saumier says, “that the fate of other
large cities in the world would not
be the fate of our cities. Most, if not
all, cities of five to six million people
are sick cities. They are experiencing
practicallyinsurmountable problems :
administrative problems, welfare
problems, development problems
and tax problems.”
The realization of these facts is
what led to the creation of the new
urban affairs ministry, Saumier says.

It has a triple mandate, he says:

1) To mount “a substantial re-
search effort to examine Canada’s
urban situation”;

2) To “develop a policy frame-
work”™ which would attempt to let
Ottawa'’s right hand know what its
left is doing ;

3) To “co-ordinate federal gov-
ernment intervention in the cities
within this policy framework (and)
ensure that federal efforts proceed
hand in hand with provincial poli-
cies and programs.”’

Saumier made his comments at
Property Forum, an annual confer-
ence between the building develop-
ment industry and the financial
community. Property Forum is spon-
sored by the publishers of this
magazine and Building Develop-
ment.

® Social critic Vance Packard (The
Sexual Wilderness, The Naked So-
ciety, The Pyramid Climbers, The
Waste Makers, and The Hidden
Persuaders) sees the “new town”
(see p. 14) as the way to avoid big
city problems. But he warns that
the failures which are legion among
new towns attempted thus far —
particularly in Britain and Sweden —
are due to “architects who are more
interested in creating monuments
than in filling people’s needs.”

Packard was in Toronto last fort-
night to talk to a meeting of the
embryo national association of in-
terior designers (see p. 12).

He sees the optimum size for a
new town as between 150,000 and
250,000 (size which Toronto archi-
tect Jim Murray has said is big
enough “to go look at an elephant”;
to which Packard adds that it must
also be “small enough that children
can recognize a cow’’).

Toronto architects criticize
the “bonus system’’ for
developing housing

The growing practice of compen-
sating developers for adding extras
into residential schemes by permit-
ting them to increase densities has
been criticized by the Toronto Chap-
ter of Architects. This form of com-
pensation says the Chapter's Urban
Action Committee “contravenes ba-
sic planning principles.”

The architects were asked to
comment on the “bonus system”
(which has been used in Toronto
since 1964 although it still requires
adoption by Council) by the city's
planning board which is seeking
feedback from a number of areas on
recent “bonus system’ policy re-
visions.

UAC chairman Irving Boigon ex-
presses enthusiasm that Toronto
architects, as a group, have been
asked for comments. The UAC may
have earned this voice in com-
munity decisions, he feels, because
of its previous interest in matters
that influence city environment,

The bonus system is really not
worthy of detailed comment, says
the Urban Action group in its report.
It trades increased density for unre-
lated features by the developer and

“ignores such basic factors asthe
location, facilities, services and en-
vironmental characteristics of the
site which are the only real criteria
that should affect the density.”
Density of future construction, it
adds, should be held to a maximum
of 1.5 x lot area until the following
information has been obtained :

— A financial report studying the
effects and changes to the assess-
ment and the cost to the City of
the redistribution of living accom-
modation from low to high den-
sity.

— An investigation of the social
effects on high rise living.

— The adoption of an overall hous-
ing policy and a program for the
housing of low income families.

— A study of existing residential
neighbourhoods and recommen-
dations for their maintenance and
improvement.

EXHIBITIONS

Massey Medals in
Halifax

The 1970 Massey Medals exhibition
has now made its way to Halifax.
It was opened by RAIC President
Jean-Louis Lalonde at the new
Izaak Walton Killam Library at Dal-
housie University before a large
gathering of architects and mem-
bers of the public earlier this month.

The opening coincided with a
joint meeting of the RAIC Council
with the councils of the Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick and New-
foundland Associations of Archi-
tects.

CONFERENCES

L'emploi du bois dans la
construction d'habitation

La consultation était composée de
quelques trois cent cinquante (350)
spécialistes et hommes politiques
de diverses disciplines provenant de
soixante (60) pays différents.

Les échanges de vue et d'informa-
tion entre une si grande variété de
participants fut des plus intéres-
santes et des plus fructueuses.

Il résulte de ceci I'expression de
deux groupements principaux de
préoccupation qui sont: Les pays
en voie de développement, com-
posés principalement de pays d’Af-
rique et d’Amérique qui exposent
leurs problemes d‘insuffisance en
matiére de logement et les facteurs
techniques sociaux, économiques
ou politiques sur lesquels il faudra
agir a corriger la

pour parvenir a
situation. Les pays développés qui
exposent les méthodes techniques
et réalisations dans I'emploi du bois
pour satisfaire les besoins de loge-
ment dans leur pays respectif en
signalant les erreurs a éviter comme
les réalisations positives. '

Du co6té pays en voie de dévelop-
pement, on signale d'une part de
grandes lacunes dans le domaine
de I'habitation et d’autre part des
foréts abondantes disponibles et
sous-exploitées. Le climat rend par-
fois I'usage du bois difficile & cause
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Planning an urban area — how six groups of Canadian
architects respond to the challenge

Last year the city of Vienna held an international ideas competition for
the organization and development of a 62,000 acre area to the south of the
city core (see map above). The competition required entrants to prepare
a plan for the area that would provide residential and working facilities
plus accommodate recreational needs. Taking into account the fact that
the area is surrounded on all sides by either “motorways’ or railway lines,
the city called for a design that would make "Vienna South’ an integral
part of the urban structure. It also recommended that the design be
“continuously adaptable to changing needs.”

The competition, which drew 219 entrants from around the world,
caught the interest of eight Canadian groups —seven of them involving
architects. Their schemes are published here as a record of the direction
some Canadian architects are taking in their thinking about cities for

today and the future.

Organization around a transportation grid
This scheme by Toronto consulting engineers and planners
Proctor Redfern Bousfield & Bacon, with A. Milenov and architects
G. Gourlay, and D. K. Mesbur, is “strongly organized about

a simple transportation network’ according to its authors.
“As well as meeting mandatory program requirements,” says
architect Mesbur, the project also “provides a choice of sheltered or
outdoor pedestrian walkways throughout the development ;
uses economical parking arrangements (including open lots
which are screened from pedestrians) and provides for future flexi-
bility ; considers orientation and climatic shelter in detailed
design of housing; provides functional as well as visual links
with surrounding areas; combines the commercial functions
so that they reinforce each other while providing a complete sub-
centre at each phase of development; and relates to the historic

towns and castle.”

The urban area would be built using “conventional, economical con-

struction methods . . . easily phased”.

des facteurs de détérioration prove-
nant des agents de pourriture trés
actifs, di a I'humidité et également
des insectes principalement les
termites.

Un préjugé défavorable existe
fréquemment dans la population
contre |'usage du bois qui est con-
sidéré comme un matériau fragile
et peu durable et synonyme de
mauvaise qualité et de pauvreté.
Cette réputation provient grande-
ment de |'emploi dans le passé
d’essences peu appropriées suivant
des techniques déficientes. Un
manque d’‘industrialisation et de
moyens économiques devra étre
corrigé pour en arriver a implanter
de facon pratique I'usage du bois
dans I'habitation.

Du c6té des pays développés, on

expose les diverses techniques d’ex-
ploitation, de conservation des
foréts et méme de reboisement, des
techniques de transformation et de
traitement du bois ainsi que de
construction. On signale les précau-
tions a prendre pour contréler le
risque d'incendie.

On souhaite que les universités
inscrivent a leur programme plus de
cours sur les techniques du bois et
que les organismes spécialisés s'oc-
cupent davantage de rassembler la
documentation disponible pour en
augmenter la diffusion.

Les spécialistes tels qu’architectes,
ingénieurs ou autres, fournis en aide
aux pays en voie de développement
par les pays développés, devront
subir un certain entrainement afin
d'adapter leurs techniques et leur

philcsophie aux conditions parti-
culieres des pays cu ils iront
travailler.

Gilles Bélanger, Québec

COMPETITIONS

New rules for international
competitions

The International Union of Archi-
tects has taken the first step towards
radical revision of regulations gov-
erning international competitions.

It has approved documents pre-
pared by its competitions committee
which for the past year has been
assessing the regulations which
have been in effect since 1956.

The new regulations, instructions,
and recommendations submitted by
the committee classify types of

competitions and define the degree
to which the UIA should control
them.

Where full control is thought to
be desirable, e.g. in major world-
wide competitions, the committee
recommends that the UIA is con-
sulted at all stages and that condi-
tions are approved by the secretary
general in consultation with the
international competitions commit-
tee.

The role of the promoter and jury
have also been clearly set out for
the first time. The committee sug-
gests provision be made by a pro-
moter unable to appoint the compe-
tition winner as architect for ade-
quate compensation.

Student participation has also
been clarified. Students, the com-
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A development of Harbour City ideas

Eb Zeidler (Craig Zeidler Strong), C. Stefanovich
and E. Alpar, based their scheme on the following
philosophies : that Vienna South should be a part of
the whole city, yet a whole in itself ; that although
cities are never “complete”, they must at all stages
be “completed” ; that a master plan that works
towards a final solution is self-negating; that cities
are the outer shells of human life and that human
involvement needs a framework for participation
firm enough to bind and unify all parts but open
enough to allow for individual expression.

The essential element of the Zeidler, Stefanovich,
Alpar scheme is a “servo system”, consisting of a
precast frame unit capable of housing 90% of all city
needs, in combination with a spine mechanical
system, into which changing mechanical equipment
can be connected to suit each use. These systems,
Zeidler says, achieve “economy of construction,
economy in future changes, freedom of expression
for the individual by choice of exterior cladding and
interior layout.”

Some of the other elements of the scheme
include : the encouragement and control of intermix

of city functions and activities by a performance
zoning bylaw ; the encouragement of private owner-
ship through condominium purchasing. This would
also “create an environment of neighbourliness
and community responsibility.”

The scheme also calls for a clear definition of
private, semi-private and public spaces; that each
unit be exposed to light, sun and view, cross
ventilation and individual outdoor spaces ; that each
unit be a minimum distance to shopping and
transportation facilities. Present housing would be
carefully preserved and “infill” operations would
improve empty lots. Parkland would be closely
integrated within the urban fabric.

As to transportation, there would be integration
as well as separation between the modes as well as
interchange from one mode to the other. Flexibility
to change to new future transportation systems
would be builtin. “As the next decades will not bring
the elimination but the transformation of the car,
the plan would provide for non-dependence of
the car — there would be intermediate systems with
minimal waiting time and small vehicles ; parking in
relatively small semi-covered areas.”

| mittee recommends, should be al-
| lowed to enter two-stage project
| competitions. If their design is
selected to go forward into the
second limited stage, they must
form an association with a qualified
architect. Students at present are
allowed only to enter “ideas”
competitions.

Research competition

To help “spread information on
research undertaken on this cen-
tury’s great architectural masters,”
the Venezuelan magazine Punto is
sponsoring a series of international
research competitions on architec-
tural topics.

The first, with a prize of $2,700, is
for ““the analysis of the architectoni-
cal work of Carlos Raul Villaneuva.”
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Articles should be 12 to 16 pages
in length and submitted by March
31, 1972. For more information,
contact Universidad Central de
Venezuela, Facutad de Arquitectura
y Urbanismo, Division de Extension
Cultural, Caracas 104.

IUA student competition

The International Union of Archi-
tects is sponsoring an international
student competition for the design
of ““spaces for collective recreational
facilities for a small community.”
Allschools of architecture through-
out the world are being invited to
send a maximum of two projects.
Entries will be exhibited at the 11th
IUA Congress in Varna. The prizes
are yet to be announced but will

include $3,000 from UNESCO.

The ten-man international jury
will evaluate projects on their
“imaginative qualities, flexibility and
the awareness of social, economic
and cultural realities of the country
concerned.” For information con-
tact RAIC Headquarters, 151 Slater
St., Ottawa.

AWARDS

Nominations open for
1972 Royal Bank Award

The Royal Bank of Canada has
announced it is now accepting
nominations for its 1972 $50,000
Royal Bank Award. Vancouver
architect Arthur Erickson was the
1971 winner.

URBAN SPINE
TERRACE HOUSING

IN PRINCIPLE AU APART MEUT
BUILDING PUT OU TS Si0E
GITK A HORIZONTAL ELEVATDR,
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OF ORBAN TEAFIC MODES

¢ PRIVATE 4 200260 PUBLIC PARK —bId— PRIVATE GARPEUS
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THESPACING OF THE SPie BUILDIGES CREATES A RAVIUE SEMING
IHHEDIATE Ly ACCESSIBLE FROM URBAU SPINE STREETS FOR
PevesTRIALS

Closing date for next vyear's
nominations is February 19. To be
eligible a nominee must be a
Canadian citizen or resident whoss
“outstanding achievement in the
natural and social sciences, arts and
humanities, or business and indus-
try is of such importance that it is
contributing to human welfare and
the common good”.

GOVERNMENT
The architect as policy-maker

“There has been a lack of under-
standing or awareness of the impli-
cations of urbanization. We need to
widen the choicesinthe urban area,
particularly inthe low income areas.”

So says architect Avrum Regen-
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Large open spaces to be developed as required
Calgary architect Bohumil Mazalek describes his ideas as follows.

He would “provide large open spaces to permit functions of the urban unit

to evolve as required by society thus creating a climate for continuous and

variegated change.”

He organizes activities of the urban unit vertically. “Areas below grade

are devoted to service functions which do not require daylight, such as
transportation, long term parking, libraries, assembly halls, automated

Open space city with “a human corridor’ as the main

structuring element

The human corridor in Calgary architect Robert LeBlond's
scheme would be an activity space — ““a sort of human shell
offering security, order and shelter plus . . . a sense of being

somewhere”.

The corridor would be surrounded by shops, schools,
restaurants, stores, light manufacturing facilities and would be
well serviced by car and a mass transit network. Says LeBlond,
the corridor, ““the nervous system for the predominantly resi-
dential area”, would be capable of growth in any area in any

direction.

LeBlond bases his concept on decentralized planning in which
the “town centre is decentralized and grows in a linear form

In this case,” he says, “the town
centre is spread along the entire site in a linear manner and is
basically split in two by the major east-west thoroughfare”.

He conceives the traffic pattern as “an ever-expanding loop
system basically running parallel to the corridor. Above the

road collector is the local transit system which also runs parallel
to the corridor and is directly related to the pedestrian deck

o

in phase with the corridor”.

and all residential areas”.

manufacturing plants, etc. The ground level permits pedestrian circulation
while providing space for schools and expansive recreation spaces.”
Above grade, Mazalek locates “offices, control centres for underground
factories and a variety of residential accommodation”. The buildings in the
central spine of the scheme he describes as “actually part of a single
megastructure running north to south which integrates all of the major
functions of the urban unit. This megastructure accommodates 80% of the
population and the majority of employment.”

| LR COEOR OF N ACVTES (counsts
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streif. This, plus a growing disillu-
sionment with private developers,
are the main reasons he became
senior urban development planner
with Manitoba’s NDP government
last year.

Hiring an architect and urban
planner to advise at cabinet level is
unique in this country, says Regen-
streif. This is what the Manitoba
government did when he was made
a member of the Planning and
Priorities Committee of Cabinet.
The committee is a group of five
cabinet ministers and the premier;
(it will soon include all cabinet
ministers ex- officio). lIts job is to
plan and co-ordinate major govern-
ment policy areas. The committee
has existed for several years but
has been sharpening its teeth since
Ed Schreyer's NDP government

10

took office.

Before joining the Manitoba gov-
ernment, Regenstreif worked with
Acres in Toronto and Barton Asch-
man Associates in Washington,
D.C., and in his own practice. He
left the U.S. because he was “dis-
appointed with the living environ-
ment” there.

Regenstreif’s philosophy on urban
development is summed up in a line
he authored as script writer for a
movie, Leave This Not to Cain.

“The basic megastructure,” he
said, “is a public act, the fleshing
in is a private one.” Ironically the
words were edited out — as being
too radical, Regenstreif says.

Regenstreif says he believes there's
“responsibility on the part of profes-
sionals concerned with the quality
of the living environment to get

involved in the public sector and
try to gain leverage to formulate
and carry out policy options”.

“You win some and you lose
some,” he says, “but if you feel
you're winning more than you're
losing or winning the major battles,
it's worthwhile.” He admits partici-
pation in the public sector by
“young creative professionals’ is
apt to go unrecognized in other
provinces of Canada. “They’ll just
have to find more effective ways of
beating their heads against brick
walls,”” he says, “maybe they'll
knock out a few bricks.”

MISCELLANY

. .. From Britain comes word that
the Monopolies Commission there
has suggested that professional fees

should be competitive, not on fixed
scales.

... The British post office has
issued four stamps showing modern
university buildings —the third group
in a series of architectural stamps.
The buildings shown are : the physi-
cal sciences building at the Univer-
sity of Wales in Aberystwyth; the

Architecture Canada




Part of a system of new
communities

The team sponsored by the Toronto
architectural firm of Dunlop, Wardell,
Matsui and Aitken planned its entry in
response to three major planning objec-
tives : to provide an identity for the new
community while linking it visually and
functionally to surrounding existing
communities and incorporating the old
villages on the site; to maximize the
individual’s range of choices through
diversity in dwellings, jobs, schools,
social recreation facilities ; and to provide
flexibility and adaptability. The new
community says this group should be
integrated with the rest of the city by
making it part of a system of other new
communities to develop along the rapid
transit line (see dia. below). They saw
the Vienna South regional centre at the
northern part of the site so it could relate
as well to a proposed major office-
residence complex to the north. Since
the agrarian function of the village to the
north would change anyway, says
architect Wylie Freeman (the rest of the
team was comprised of D. Clarke,

J. Haishamoto, P. Love, E. A. Pollitt,

A. Temporale, and J. Vanstone), “we
decided to incorporate it as an extension
if the new regional centre.”

The diversity the group was looking
forwould be achieved by developing a
series of interlocking modes of trans-
portation, public and private, and by
dispersing industry in selected areas
throughoutthe site. Schools, forexample,
would be located through the central
“spine” so students would be able to
choose their own school.

Farraday building of the engineering
faculty at the University of South-
ampton ; the engineering building at
the University of Leicester; and the
Hexagon restaurant at the University
of Essex. The official announcement
credits the artist (Nicholas Jenkins)
and printer but not the architects.

... Employees of New York architec-
tural firm, Haines Lundberg &
Waehler now work a four-day, 34-
hour week. Vacation time has been
cut slightly in the new schedule and
there are no more occasional days
off for dentist’s appointments, etc.
But 34 three-day weekends and
five four-day ones on national holi-
days make up. A trial of the short
week two years ago resulted in
increased productivity, better service
for clients, cut absenteeism and

November 22, 1971

more meaningful time off for the

staff.

RESEARCH

A fresh look at those
fat CMHC handouts

Central Mortgage and Housing
Corporation has been taking a criti-
cal look at the housing research
which it finances under Part V of
the National Housing Act.

The annual $4 million-plus of
Part V grants helps fund the Cana-
dian Housing Design Council, the
Canadian Council on Urban and
Regional Research, the Community
Planning Association, and the Cana-
dian Council on Social Develop-
ment. It provides fellowships and
scholarships for some 200 students,

finances an ongoing investigation
of better methods of sewage dis-
posal, helps universities research
such topics as native and resource
town housing, and underwrites a
number of specific research projects
by individuals and organizations.

Some of the amounts involved are
considerable (e.g. CCURR'’s $255,-
000 this year; architect Jack Dia-
mond’s $107,000 to study housing
densities). And the program has
been criticized for being too aca-
demic (most projects end up as fat,
seldom-looked-at reports gathering
dust on the shelves of the CMHC
library).

Other critics have said the system
works the wrong way round. Rather
than deciding on subjects needing
research, then finding someone to
do it, CMHC tends to sit back and

wait for would-be researchers to
come seeking funds for their own
pet projects. There are plenty of
these, leading some cynics to ob-
serve that the Part V fund has
been treated as a source of financing
extended exotic European vaca-
tions for academics. If this is an
extreme view, it has enough truth
in it to make some beneficiaries
wriggle a little uncomfortably under
questioning.

Another man says that research
grant applications are a good indi-
cator of the state of the design
market: when times are tough and
jobs are scarce there are more appli-
cations from architects.

What makes the current review of
the program timely is the birth of the
new Ministry of State for Urban
Affairs (p. 7). Its key senior execu-
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| tives tend to have largely academic

| the rules of the government grant

A two-level community

F. M. Olin of Montreal aimed his scheme towards
maintaining the existing communities of Inzerdorf and
Vosendorf (located at north and south ends of the

site) as integral parts of the new development. He
would also preserve a broad belt of meadows ; maintain
a pedestrian scale within each community ; and hold
densities to between approximately 108 sq. metres

per dweiling (or the equivalent, he says, of 2—3 storey
semi-detached garden houses) to 9 sq. metres per

dwelling (or “the equivalent of a 16—storey high rise
apartment”.

Olin’s project is planned on two levels —the upper for
pedestrians, the lower for service parking and a road
system. A rapid transit system with one and two stops
per community would service the whole project.

Each community Olin conceives as a “grouping of self-
contained neighborhoods of variable densities and
constant territories (150 metres in diameter) providing
school, recreation, shopping and bus service.

backgrounds and are well aware of | rather than less.
game.

Architect /planner H. Peter Ober-
lander who is secretary of the new
ministry (making him the number
two man, after Minister Robert
Andras) has a personal close experi-

The “

there will probably be more of it

How social changes are
affecting building design

rootlessness” and high degree
of mobility in today's society is

books. He has visited more than
300 university campuses in Canada
and the U.S. over the past few
years, and cites the University of
Alberta Edmonton campus (A. J.
Diamond and Barton Myers) as one
of the best examples he has seen of
“user orientation” in building design.

Among Packard’s other com-

ence with the Part V program.
Assistant secretary André Saumier
is a former research director for
CCURR. And recently-departed
Harvey Lithwick, a Carleton College
professor, is already an old hand
(though still a young man) at
getting grants to fund his pet
projects. With men like this at the
helm, it's a good bet that much
future housing and urban research
will be controlled by the new
ministry rather than CMHC. And
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having its impact on the design of
many buildings — and housing in
particular. So says author Vance
Packard, who was in Toronto this
month to address a meeting of
Interior Designers of Ontario.
Packard is the author of such
well-known social commentaries as
The Hidden Persuaders, The Waste
Makers, and The Sexual Wilderness.
He is currently working on a book
about “our nomadic society”. Pack-
ard travels widely researching his

ments:

— To be surrounded by your “family
and kinfolk is more important than
beautiful designs”.

— Housing should be designed in-
ward and outward from a small
neighborhood ; where natural neigh-
borhoods “small enough for the
individual to relate to” do not occur,
they should be created artificially —
for example in high-rise apartments,
“perhaps every fifth floor should be

The City as an Organic Structure

Michael Fish, Montreal, describes
the structure of his city as “organic”
in nature. Each aspect of this
“organic” whole — roads, subway,
high and low density housing and
central activities, he says, should be
considered alone and recombined
to plan for flexibility.

Citizens should “participate equally
in the dominant city experience.”
Buildings, and places for urban
activities Fish would locate on a
main spine — a collection of con-
nected pedestrian precincts. Natural
communities he suggests would be
formed “within the walls” of the
higherbuildings on this pedestrian
“zone of generation”. Some com-

munities would be almost entirely

walled by high rises, others would be,
for example, the old villages.
Although Fish's communities

would be different one from the
other, main regulators, such as the
pedestrian spine, and higher build-
ings would identify the overall flavor
of the city.

a communal area where children
can play and neighbors meet"”.

— Today's affluent home buyer is
“thinking of getting out before he
even buys”; he is looking for a
“standard house” which will be
readily saleable to another faceless
person like him as he moves on and
up the executive ladder. This means
a preference for “safe” design

(Colonial, French Provincial, etc.)
over contemporary or innovative
architecture, Packard says. Even

“built-in bookcases are dangerous,
because the family which follows
might be made to feel inferior be-
cause it doesn’t own enough books
to fill the bookcases!”

— Vacation homes, particularly
higher-priced ones, may take on a
new importance as “home base”

Architecture Canada



while the city home is treated as a
temporary waystop on the execu-

| tive ladder.

— The increasing number of women
in executive positions in big corpo-
rations is bringing a new emphasis
on office decor. It may even lead to
day-care nurseries in downtown
office complexes.

BOOKS

Background for solving
urban problems

Economics and Urban Problems, by
Dick Netzer, General Publishing Co.
Ltd., Toronto, 1970, $6.95, 220 pp.
This book, written by an economist,
deals with urban poverty, housing
problems and policies, land use and
the environment, transportation, and
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the problem of financing local gov-
ernments. The focus is on broad
issues and policies and even if the
reader does not learn much about
the new analytical tricks devised by
today’s urban economists he is
certainly provided with an informa-
tive description of what is being
done and what could be done about
urban problems.

According to the author, there is
a solution to most problems through
the wide use of pricing mechanisms.
Especially in the fields of land use
and transportation this leads to
some interesting alternative policies.
The logic of pricing rationale leads,
however, to extreme and sometimes
contradictory solutions (e.g. subsi-
dization of auto ownership for
poorer urban groups).

Netzer's discussion of financing

local government gives a clear
though simplistic picture of current
problems, but, surprisingly enough,
does not include any discussion on
the fashionable revenue sharing
issue.

One of the book’s weaknesses is
that the author has fallen in line
with the traditional American bias
of assimilating urban economics
with the study of poverty, inequali-
ties and inefficiencies. Once more,
the discussion of the city as a mega-
form with unmatched growth poten-
tial and as a complex consumer good
has been neglected. Focussing ex-
clusively on urban pathology and
curative policies the book does not
provide enough insight into the
fundamentally dynamic physiology
of the city.

Still, Economics and Urban Prob-

lems is a rich mine of reflections and
information for readers with no
formal background.

D. Achour, Institute d'Urbanisme,
Montreal

Modern architects — “Zealots
and buccaneers” ?

The Golden City, by Henry Hope
Reed, The Norton Library, New
York, 1970, $1.95, 160 pp.

Probably there were few people
who read Henry Hope Reed’s bitter
indictment of modern architecture
twelve years ago, when The Golden
City was first published, who did not
dismiss it as the work of an eccen-
tric and architecte manqué. After all,
here was Reed lauding John Bar-

| rington Bayley’s 1951 French Ba-

13




karelia
news

Haimi Tables — Saturnus Series
Designed by Yrjo Kukkapuro

Fibreglas bases in white, black,
red, blue, beige and yellow.
Circular foof bases 27%" dia. and
22%'" dia. and oval foot base
33%" x 23%" (ideal for
segmented boardroom tables).

Tops can Le made to customer’s
specification in round, square,
rectangular or oval, in plastic
laminate, wood, plywood,
leather or vinyl stretched top.

These tables were featured at
the National Interior Design
Show.

Karelia International
67 Front Street East, Toronto
368-2188

Working with
developers. ..
or wanting to be?

Keep up to date with
the exciting world
of
building
development by
reading the developers
own magazine.

as a regular service
surveys every month
the money scene —
who's building what
and what’s coming
up for the future.

For a subscription
write 56 Esplanade St.
East, Suite 401,
Toronto 1
or phone 364-3333.

One vyear costs $10.00
and subscriptions
include the
Canadian Real Estate
Annual.
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roque public housing proposal —
complete with equestrian statue of
General Grant — for Harlem, while
blasting the whole modern elite as
“picturesque secessionists”.

The new paperback edition will,
| suspect, be greeted differently. The
book remains the same as before but
things are not as funny in Reed's
beloved New York as they were in
‘69 and the large gruesome face of
urban redevelopment has done
nothing to reduce our distinct feel-
ing of unease about architectural
environment. But many of his ar-
guments remain unconvincing and
his alternative — a reincarnaplation.
It could be that the culte de moi
currently rampant in our architecture
needs curtailing by some kind of
responsible directive, possibly styl-
istic in origin rather than economic,
but bad Baroque would be as hard
to take as bad Modern.

For all this, The Golden City
makes interesting reading; Reed'’s
account of the originators of the
Modern movement, not as men of
vision, but as zealots and bucca-
neers must, | think, be unique. But
above all, it is impossible to ignore
the eloquence in the series of paired
photographs of Modern and Classi-
cal which comprises Chapter I; a
biased selection no doubt, but still
a powerful message.

Alan Waterhouse, Toronto

Gold mines of the future

The New Town Story, by Frank
Schaffer, McGibbon & Kee, London,
1970, $10.95, 304 pp.

At a time when the problems and
prospects for urban Canada are
being reviewed and urban policies
are being formed, successes of the
British new towns cannot be over-
looked. A careful reading of Schaf-
fer's story of the new towns reveals
how planners, sociologists, archi-
tects and other concerned profes-
sionals have succeeded in producing
alternatives for millions of people to
living in Britain’s huge metropolitan
cities. The major creative force in
new town programming has been
an emphasis on social content and
not on financial gain. That these
towns also should have turned out
to be the ““gold mines of the future”,
as predicted by Sir Henry Wells, is
lesson enough in itself.

The New Town Story is a welcome
addition to previous new town
literature. Much of that which has
preceded it is largely out of date in
face of current accomplishments
and was based, in part, on observa-
tions made during the uncertain,
awkward years of early growth. With
30 towns underway, many of the
caustic comments about visual,
social and economic aspects have
been refuted by subsequent events
or have mellowed with age. Even
the partial failure to achieve control
of growth seems somehow less
significant when measured against
the variety of good housing at
moderate costs, the additional

choices for work and living, the
range of social facilities which these
new towns provide, not to mention
their undoubted financial profit-
ability.

In his book, Schaffer documents
his years of quiet revolution in
planning against formidable opposi-
tion, with the understanding and
skill of one who has labored within
the ‘organization’. From the Uthwatt
Committee under Lord Reith in 1940
to his appointment as Secretary of
the Commission on New Towns in
1965, Schaffer has played a signifi-
cant role in helping to solve the
problems of untried organizations
and the lack of theoretical or even
a practical basis on which to tackle
social problems that were not
previously recognized let alone
understood. His recording of the
events of these historic planning
years, of conflicting interests, private
rights, an outworn scale of values
and a scepticism even among those
funding the programs would in
itsIf be a worthy contribution from
one man. However, The New Town
Story goes further. It points out how
a fundamental change is required in
the whole process by which develop-
ment is controlled or directed. He
suggests that future growth and
development can no longer be dic-
tated by ad hoc land assemblage by
a builder or by the outcome of
thousands of applications for re-
zoning. It must be based on a com-
mitted, sophisticated and carefully
selected set of regional growth poli-
cies which can be implemented
through a series of large scale
programs.

New towns cannot be seriously
suggested as a panacea for Canada’s
problem-ridden municipalities. They
have, however, a claim to a major
role as the solution of pressures of
future growth by providing an
attractive alternative for the resi-
dents.

Robert McCabe, Toronto

Prestige works lovingly
designed

Canadian Architecture 1960/70,
Carole Moore Ede, Burns and
MacEachern, Toronto, 1971, $25.00,
264 pp., 400 photos.

In her photo-survey of Canadian
architecture (made possible by
Canada Council grants of $11,000),
Carole Moore Ede presents 24 ex-
amples reflecting ““a new architec-
tural approach based on present-day
needs”. Grouped under educational,
public, commercial, industrial, reli-
gious, and residential, we see works
of 18 men, Clifford Wiens, Arthur
Erickson, Ron Thom, Moshe Safdie,
Ray Affleck, Etienne Gaboury, Ray-
mond Moriyama, Victor Prus, among
them. No airports, no shopping
plazas, no city halls. No vernacular,
really. These are prestige works,
lovingly designed, lovingly photo-
graphed.

Any choice of this sort is personal,
so perhaps it is the title that implies
a bit too much. Though she an-
nounces a ““marked transition from

the architect’s personal expression
to a more comprehensive, unified
approach to building”, these are
surely, highly individualized struc-
tures, stamped with their designers’
strong personalities. They are, many
of them, multiple-purpose places,
complex solutions to city problems,
and to see these 400 some photo-
graphs and drawings of such
imaginative and imposing architec-
ture, is to discover much that is
important and inspiring about Cana-
da and Canadians. But they do not
represent a cross-section of our
city-growth.

A further study of the period, with
fuller notes than could be included
here, would be useful. How ““new”
were these buildings, in concept
and technology; how suited to our
“new” life-styles? Carole Moore
Ede’s book is an important introduc-
tion. She shows us much that is
“beautiful”, noble, imaginative, and
commandingly intelligent. Her book
is very welcome and a pleasure to
look at. Even more, she, her pub-
lisher and the Canada Council have
given the world a chance to note
some of what is best about Canada.
Arthur Erickson’s brief but sugges-
tive introduction underlines the pos-
sibilities for more books, perhaps
showing us how we build, and why.

Vincent Tovell, Toronto

ASSOCIATIONS

Interior designers forming
national association

The Interior Designers of Ontario
this month played host to what IDO
president Jack W. Bell (Sutton &
Bell) called the “first national con-
ference of interior designers.” It
was held in conjunction with the
National Interior Design Show in
Toronto (see p. 12).

The meeting was essentially organ-
izational, timed to take advantage
of the fact that designers came from
across the country to see the show.
The first full-scale national conven-
tion will be in Ottawa next year.
Between now and then legal form-
alities such as obtaining a charter
will be taken care of.

Vice-president Howard Taylor of
IDO says “there has been a gap in
the past, between the architect and
the interior designer, due to lack of
communication more than any-
thing — we should be working to-
gether as a team.” Taylor, who is
with the Department of Public
Works in Ottawa, sees the forma-
tion of a national body as an im-
portant step in establishing the
professional status of designers.
“We want to emphasize the fact that
we sell service, we are not product
sellers,” Taylor says.

BUSINESS

The traditional architect vs.
the package contracting team

“l sincerely hope that the archi-
tectural profession will place the
public’s interest over self interest
and will see the positive side of
development proposal or package

Architecture Canada




There are no small projects.
When you use Float Glass and
Pilkington Total Service,
everything is great.
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contracting methods.”

That's engineer Andrew Zsolt,
president of Inducon, the Canadian-
based international consulting engi-
neering, management, development,
and contracting firm talking last
month to the Association of Con-
struction Superintendents.

One of the reasons that we are
facing the future with a “bankrupt
construction industry”, says Zsolt,
is that the industry leans too hard
on traditional methods like “‘com-
petitive bidding based on prepared
architectural-engineering plans.

“The design profession’s experi-
mentation with project manage-
ment,” he continues, “is a last ditch
attempt to preserve the architects’
so-called ‘traditional’ leadership and
their direct client-consultant rela-
tionship. The inevitable alternative
is the continued and accelerated
use of ‘package or turn-key’ con-
tracting, sometimes called the de-
veloper proposal method.

“This ‘package’ method of con-
tracting which incorporates both
competitive design and construction
efforts into a single proposal or bid
has proved its worth in several seg-
ments of the industry. No other
single factor can take credit for the
major cost reductions we have
witnessed in industrial buildings
and government and private housing
programs.

“To compete in the package con-
tracting field, something more than
a one-man show is required.

“If the architects put their hearts
into this method . . . instead of fight-
ing it . . . | have no doubt that they
can do an excellent job, which might
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then really qualify them to be the
leaders of the construction industry.”

Architecture Canadawelcomesopin-
ions on this and other subjects.
Contributions to the ‘opinion’ col-
umn should not exceed 450 words
(two double-spaced typewritten
pages) and should be sent to
A /C’s editorial offices at 56 Esplan-
ade St. East, Suite 401, Toronto 1.

SCHOOLS
No snakes in class, please

Of all the studies of Toronto’s SEF
(Studies in Educational Facilities)
program that have emerged recently
one of the most interesting is a user
study conducted by SEF itself.

In the course of evaluating the
SEF schools a questionnaire was
|prepared and administered to Grade
5 and 6 students in selected test
‘schools — eight SEF and eight
non-SEF.

Pupils were asked to describe
the thing they like most about their
school, the thing they like the least,
the thing their school needs the
|most.
| The answers that these questions
elicited make one wonder what the
;whole fuss about schools and what
they should be like is all about.
The key to student reaction seemed
[to be like or dislike of the staff. If
‘feelings about staff were positive,
|comments about the schools them-
selves were positive — similarly,
negative feelings brought negative
comments.

Studentsin new open-planschools
tended to be more enthusiastic
about their buildings than those in
older, more traditional schools. No
generalizations can be made, how-
ever, about SEF schools as opposed
to other types. Students in newer
schools seemed to be more aware
of their facilities than students in
older schools who commented more
on the people in them.

Below, some of the most fascinat-
ing replies.

On the things I like most about this
school :

— “Nice and big and the teachers
are nice.”

— "the music, the gym, the rabbit.”
— “It's a new school and a new
experiment for us and we get a nice
teacher and young and they payed
attention to us and we are learning
now."”’

Things | dislike most:

— “The carpet and the stairs be-
cause the carpet might have bugs
and there are too many stairs to go
up and down.”

— “It's an open plan — | hate it and
there is too much luxury.”

— “The desserts.”

Things this school needs most:

— “No snakes in the class.”

— “More men teachers and fast
runners.”

— “More people and more lion
books, films and tapes and lion
pictures.”

The Ontario Association of Archi-
tects has had a five-man team of its
members also studying SEF. Their
findings are to be announced later.

DESIGN

Vandal-proof architecture

Can a house be burglar-proof with-
out bearing resemblance to Fort
Knox? This is what a current US
study is trying to find out.

The brave new world-type re-
search is being carried out by the
US Department of Justice with
assistance from the Department of
Housing and Urban Development
(HUD). It’s “looking at every phase
of crime involving dwellings and
how to give homes better protec-
tion”. It will try to: determine char-
acteristics and patterns of crime in
urban and suburban areas; evaluate
present systems and materials being
used for crime prevention; and
finally specify possible improve-
ments.

HUD hopes the final report will
include recommendations for im-
provement of physical systems, direct
surveillance programs, and protec-
tion and education programs, as
well as for further research “which
may bring significant improvements
in knowledge and methods of pro-
tection”.

CLASSIFIED

Positions wanted

Thinking young designer seeks posi-
tion with concerned urban-orien-
tated firm in program analysis and
development. Has worked with
clients and gov't agencies, mainly
in housing. Has B.Arch., M.Arch.
Please forward inquiries to Box 178,
c/o Architecture Canada.
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(this message is directed to building product manufacturers)

Is Sweet’s expensive?
No,1tisn’t.
Here’s why:

Invest in 16 pages in Sweet’s at $3,640. (that’s two 8’s, four 4’s or
any other combination). Or 64 pages at only $6,370.
And make your catalogues instantly accessible to more than

20,000 professionals in 7,000 firms who control 9503 of the total
building construction market.

An alternative? Mailing a catalogue or update piece for a binder. If
you’re updating a binder, remember its initial cost and consider

what you’re about to add to that cost. If you’re mailing an individual
catalogue, you have to isolate your real market and obtain

an up-to-date, definitive market list. This can cost you anywhere from
$500. to $20,000. or more depending on how well you do it.

For a catalogue or update piece —add addressing, inserting, covering
memo or letter and postage. Even if you cover only part of the
market with, say 2,000 pieces, you're looking at almost $2,500.
And if delivered by your salesmen — who knows?

What about the other 18,000 people who make up the total market?
What about the 6507 discard? So, you’ve wasted 650, of what you’ve
done and missed most of your market.

Right here your update or mailing has really cost you more than

20 to 24 pages in Sweet’s,

Somebody has to pay for lost selling opportunities and the waste.

Locating the market, designing and updating your company literature,
high marketing costs and wasted sales calls are problems that

Sweet’s helps to solve. Let’s talk about the real facts behind Sweet’s.
It’s your best buy.

The difference? Sweet’s costs less.

S,

Sweet’s Catalogue Services

McGraw-Hill Information Systems Company of Canada Limited
330 Progress Avenue, Scarborough, Ontario
TELEPHONE Toronto: 416-293-1931 Montreal: 514-842-9573 —
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Single Source System
for Glass and Me¢al

Construction.

CPI's Single Source System. You get a single contract
covering design, engineering, fabrication of both glass and
metal, glazing and erection of any curtainwall, window, store-

front or entrance installation.

One contract guarantees the job will be finished to
your specifications and satisfaction.

One contract puts all the resources and ex-
perience of CPI to work on your job. These
include both glass and metal production
facilities, and 41 CPI branches coast-to- ;,
coast. All backed by CPI regional Con- #}
struction Offices that are staffed by
specialists with extensive experience in
production, scheduling and installation.

CPI’s performance is proven.
Proven on everything from huge pro-
jects likeToronto’s Toronto Dominion
Centre, Montreal’s PlaceVille Marie
and Vancouver’s Bentall Centre,
right down to one-storey ware-
houses. In between are varying
sizesof officebuildings, hospitals,

schools, churches and factories—
allgiven the special carethatgoes
with CPT’sSingle Source System.

Leadership in Glass and Metal.
cANADIAN [fll PITTSBURGH

INDUSTRIES LIMITED
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make
asplash j

with colourful
Carrefour carpets

They're Royaloom’s newest, brightest collection of

printed contract carpets, so you can “decorate”

floors to match your carefully-planned walls
and ceilings.

Carrefour provides an intriguing free-form

pattern to blend with almost any decor.

Two shades of a single colour are printed
on a coordinated background. Choose from

five combinations . . . green, orange,

red, blue or gold.

Its densely tufted pile is 100%
continuous filament nylon. High density

rubber backing adds to comfort and

Specifications:
« Pile yarn — 100% B.C.F. nylon fibre
« Yarn size — 2(1150/50)
« Primary back — 3%2-4 oz. polypropylene

« Gauge — 1/9 « Pitch — 243 « Stitches — /6"-66
.« Surface pile height — .188” 3

« Tufts per sq. yd. — 256,600 (approx.)
« Face yarn wt. — 18 oz.

« Latex (adhesive bond) — 27 oz.

i « Secondary back — 34 oz. hi-density foam
v, .« Total wt. (H.D.) — 83 oz.

« Also available with jute back
« Total wt. — 56 oz.

« Density (Kilotex per sq. cm.) — 7.8

The fibre content, pile weight, construction
and density meet or exceed the CMHC

specifications as set forth in C.G.S.B.
4GP — 76B.

A4
FRovaloom

ONTRACT CARPETS

PEETERS TEXTILE MILLS LIMITED
N Division of Canadian Gypsum Company, Limited
carpet life. ‘ i : ' v 137 St. Ferdinand St., Montreal 207
Ask your Royaloom representative to show (& e e (519 9325115
you Carrefour’s splashes of colour. ¢ i L e

Suite 300, 12 Shuter St., Toronto
(416) 363-1496
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