




CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS ISSUE 

G. Englesmith, born in England, raised in Texas, has 
practised, lectured and written Contemporary Design in 
England since receiving his B.Arch. degree from the 
Liverpool School of Arc hi lecture. An Associate of 
the Royal Institute of British Architects; Member, The 
Architectural Association, London, England-he is par
ticularly interested in widening the scope of architectural 
training and practice - creating a liaison between 
artists, scientists and engineers. Joined the staff of Tor
onto University. 1946. Member, Affiliation of Canadian 
Industrial Designers, he has represented Canadian 
design to The Architectural Review, October, '46. 

Donald W. Buchanan is one of the editors of the quarterly 
magazine "Canadian Art", published in Ottawa. He is 
also at the moment making a report for the National 
Gallery of Canada on how a central service of informa
tion on industrial art can best be organized in Canada. 

He was formerly Supervisor of Special Projects for the 
National Film Board of Canada, and in that capacity he 
organized the large "Design in Industry" exhibition, 
which opened at the National Gallery in Ottawa in 
October, 1946, and which has since been on tour of the 
larger cities of Canada. 

T. E. Matthews. Born in Quebec and educated in Toronto 
with industrial designing in mind. Employed with a local 
studio and in the evenings studied engineering. A work
ing tour of Europe was interrupted by the war while 
with an industrial designer in London. 

After camouflaging many areas, returned to Toronto 
and shortly after taken on the staff of Raymond Loewy's 
Chicago office. In 1942, married and joined the Royal 
Canadian Engineers, later commissioned and went over
seas. After V-J Day, through Khaki College, was loaned 
to an English design office until repatriation early in 
1946. Now with John B. Parkin Company. 

Clair Stewart is the Art Director of Canada's largest litho
graphing and printing plant. After graduating from the 
Ontario College of Art in the early "thirties", he left for 
England and spent some years studying and working at 
Advertising design. Prior to the war, he returned to 
Canada, and until joining the Royal Canadian Air Force 
was associated with a Toronto company in producing 
and selling creative advertising design. 

Charles L. Moffat heads up the ac:iviiies in the New 
Development Division of Moffats Limited. Practical 
experience in industrial plants, together wi .h m3.ny years 
association with sales work in the United States and 
Canada, has given him an understanding of market 
trends and the need for closer consumer and m3.nufac
turer relations. Interested in art and photography. he is 
a former world-wide Photographic Salon Exhibitor and 
an Associate of the Royal Photographic Society of 
England. He has little patience with too conservative 
thinking in design work, but keenly interested in func
tionally design-engineered products to suit to-day's 
living conditions. Mr. Moffat is a Director of Moffats 
Limited, Weston, Ontario. 
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NEWS F R 0 M 

Honours Conferred on Institute Members 

During the past year, three members of the R.A.I.C. 
have received high honours in the Profession from 
foreign architectural associations. Mr. Forsey Page, 
F.R.A.I.C., Immediate Past President of the Institute, 
and Mr. Eric Ross Arthur, F.R.A.I.C., Professor at the 
School of Architecture of the University of Toronto, 
have been appointed Fellows of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects. ' Professor H. H. MadilL F.R.A.I.C., 
Head of the School of Architecture at the University of 
Toronto, was presented with an Honorary Correspond
ing Membership in the American Institute of Architects 
at their Convention in May of this year. This Member
ship is conferred on foreign architects whom the 
American Institute wishes to honour, and it is under
stood that Professor Madill is the only architect to be 
so honoured during the last two years. 

The Institute wishes to offer its most sincere 
congratulations to these three members. They have 
highly deserved the honours which they have received, 
and the R.A.I.C. is justly proud of their achievements. 

Lakehead Builders Exchange 

A new builders exchange has been formed in the 
cities of Fort William and Port Arthur, under the name 
of "Lakehead Builders Exchange", with offices at 230 
Syndicate Avenue South in Fort William. Mr. D. Murie 
has been appointed Secretary of the. Exchange, and its 
membership includes all general contractors, sub
contractors and suppliers in the Lakehead area. 

The Exchange would welcome copies of plans of any 
buildings to be erected in that district, so that members 
of the construction trades could consult them at the 
Exchange Offices, for the purpose of preparing esti
mates. Plans and specifications sent to the Secretary 
at the above address will be made available to all 
members. 

We wish Mr. Murie and the Lakehead Builders 
Exchange every success in their new venture. 

A.I.A. Filing Index 
Some years ago, the R.A.I.C. drew up an Index of 

Major Divisions of a Catalogue Filing System, for the 
guidance of architects in setting-up and simplifying the 
filing of advertising matter. This Index was a modified 
form of the standard filing system sponsored by the 
American Institute of Architects, although it consisted 
merely of the main headings used in that system. 
Whenever a request has been received for the com
plete system and Index, the R.A.I.C. has recommended 
that the architect use A.I.A. Document No. 172, Standard 
Filing System and Alphabetical Index, and has kept 
copies of this Index on hand for distribution. 

The A.I.A. have now announced that this Document 
has been revised and that the 1947 Edition is available 

T H E INSTITUTE 

for distribution. This Edition gives the most complete 
filing information on all the materials, equipment and 
appliances employed in construction, and is highly 
recommended for use by Canadian architects. The 
R.A.I.C. Office has placed an order for a supply of the 
revised edition, and will be glad to furnish copies to 
any architects who might request them. 

These Documents are listed at a cost of $2.00 by the' 
A.I.A. Since duty and exchange increase the cost to 
the Institute, the Index may be obtained from the 
R.A.I.C. Office at a price of $2.25. 

ALBERTA 
Ninety per cent. of town planning consists of 

unscrambling the mess into which towns naturally get 
themselves. This applies to all towns from villages 
to cities and it seems almost inevitable. It is a kind of 
"growing pains" which accompanies growth. Very 
young animals at the start of growth are graceful and 
beautiful but when half-grown they become awkward 
and ungainly. Later, they attain a full grown perfection 
of form. Something like this happens with towns except 
that they cannot without severe regulation attain any 
approach to perfection of form. 

The little hamlet fits into the pattern of nature. It begins 
to accumulate industries. If its growth be rapid it soon 
becomes unsightly and unless means are taken to check 
this the condition becomes continuously worse. There 
are obvious reasons for this. As the small town becomes 
busier the interests of its people are absorbed in the 
businesses which are the source of its prosperity. There 
is no inclination for preserving that orderliness which 
belongs to more settled conditions of life. Building after 
building is erected with little thought of precision of 
purpose in itself and still less of their relationship to the 
surroundings. Additions are soon stuck on to the original 
buildings in a hasty and makeshift manner so that larger 
orders may be filled. New industries are stationed in the 
most prominent places. 

Roads and streets must be made and people must hold 
title to their lots. The arrangement of these lots is most 
easily made by laying out a rectangular plan regardless 
of contours or any natural features. The streets them
selves are made by the most rapid and easy method, 
that is to say, they are "dirt roads". In prairie towns 
especially this means merely the shaping of the surface 
of the deep and stoneless soil by shovels and scrapers. 
The result is a mass of potential mud which, when wel
come wet weather arrives, is very real mud. This gets 
churned up into ruts and remains in this condition until 
another scraping operation can be applied. Generally 
there is a high degree of toleration. Sidewalks of planks 
are laid down and a good deal of disrepair occurs before 
renewals are made. Street crossings are commonly 
things to be circumvented by wide detours. 
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As a little town is only a small spot in a vast country 
setting, any idea of town parks, except for certain 
organized sports, seems to be perfectly superfluous until 
the time arrives when it will be asked "Why did we not 
reserve some parks or parking places earlier?" The 
advisability of channelizing traffic and of allocating park
ing places if it occurs to anyone is regarded as a totally 
unnecessary hampering restriction. In reality it would 
enable traffic to flow more easily and would economize 
space thus allowing of planted areas and the introduction 
of some order and natural beauty. 

In larger towns and cities, so long as they continue 
to grow freely, the same tendencies prevail. New busi
nesses, venturing little capital expenditure at the outset, 
build cheaply and advertise loudly, calling attention to 
themselves by blatant advertising signs on mean build
ings. When they have attracted considerable custom, if 
by good chance they do so at all, they begin to feel the 
advantage of more respectable appearance. They may 
then build in a better manner. Should they be able to do 
this on a large scale, say a whole block, they may create 
some genuinely fine effect; but, of course, this is seldom 
the case. A mere fifty feet or even less of new frontage 
is the much more common extent dealt with at a time. 
The endeavour is usually to produce something as dif
ferent as pos~ible from other buildings in the neighbor
hood. The general effect of this procedure is a complete 
discordance of appearance. If there is any valuable truth 
in the old saying "Beauty is of complex things and con
sists in diversity with unity and unity with diversity", 
we are clearly getting an overdose of the diversity and 
doing nothing towards securing any unity. The problem 
is to get some unifying elements into the medley. Well 
laid out and well paved streets do, of themselves, furnish 
some unity, especially when they are relieved of 
hampering trolley wires and poles etc. Their unifying 
effect is also too much disturbed by rooftop signs and 
huge signs projecting from buildings. Even if these be 
reduced to subordination, the variety of forms, sizes, 
heights, materials and colours of the buildings call for 
some further element of unity. We can see in some old 
cities the fine effect of buildings all of stone, or of brick 
or of wood, or, at least some definite dominance of one 
of these. In these old towns we also see the effect of 
orderliness produced by relatively settled conditions of 
life. The mere general sentiment for tidiness has a strong 
unifying influence. To-day we have a score or more of 
new and attractive materials enticing us to employ them 
and we may be tempted to think that variety has a virtue 
of its own. But when that variety is the occasion of 
a general degradation of appearance it calls for some 
reformation. 

The first step towards some reformation is the reduc
tion of the more obvious extravagances, the more glaring 
offences, upon which the largest consensus of opinion 
can be enlisted. The more such opinion can be aroused 
and brought into activity the better will be the expecta-
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tion that it will become a steadily operating influence in 
our communities. Campaigns by propaganda literature, 
radio talks, films etc. would be better directed towards 
this sort of thing than to the more advanced develop
ments of town planning; these might then follow with 
some basis of an awakened sentiment. 

Cecil S. Burgess. 

MANITOBA 
After almost two years of stony silence , which we 

think has been far from golden, Manitoba once again 
appears on the Provincial Page. We hope to become a 
regular contributor once again. ' 

Since the election last January of H. H. G. Moody as 
President of the Manitoba Association of Architects, 
there has been a noticeable sense of vitality pervading 
the meetings of the new Council. Discussions have 
centered largely around the revision of the requirements 
for entrance into the Association and the formation of a 
small house planning group. 

After a careful survey of the possibilities of organizing 
such a planning service to fill the urgent need for good 
small house designs, the sub-committee recommended 
and the Council approved the creation of an indepen
dent. self-governing body, similar in general respects 
to the very successful Architects' Home Plan Institute 
in Minneapolis. 

The first meeting of those interested in setting up 
this planning bureau was held May 28th and elected 
a board of directors which would include the President 
of the Manitoba Association and six members or 
associate members of that Association. This board, from 
its members, elected Roy Sellors, Associate Professor of 
Architecture at Manitoba's School of Architecture, as 
President and Miss Ruth Scott as Secretary-Treasurer. 

Negotiations are nearly completed with Central 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation for mutual co
operation on the venture, the Corporation undertaking 
the publication of the first booklet of plans and sketches 
which will include designs accepted and purchased from 
the members of the planning group. From this booklet, 
the public may then choose a house and purchase a set 
of working drawings at a nominal fee , the designer 
receiving a royalty from each set of drawings sold. 

The group is to be known as HOMES BY ARCHITECTS, 
sponsored by the Manitoba Association of Architects. 
Membership in the group will be open to practising and 
associate members of the Association, the membership 
fee being $25. Incidentally, graduates of any recognized 
school of architecture are eligible for associate member
ship in the Manitoba Association of Architects, whether 
residents of the province or not: the membership . fee 
is $10. 

At present. committees are working on a set of by
laws, on the final arrangements with C.M.H.C., on the 
program for the first house design to be required of each 
member, and upon the publicity program. The board of 
directors will, from time to time, call upon the member-
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