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EFORE the last Annual Meeting of the R.A.I.C. fades into oblivion it may be as well to
examine annual meetings in general from the point of view of the ordinary delegate. It
seems to this member, who is neither a fellow nor a member of council, that over a period
of years, the schedule of proceedings has become crystallized into a pattern wh ich ignores
the purpose for which the Institute was founded and for which an Annual Meeting of the
Members is held . The Annual Meeting has become the occasion for a full dress meeting
of Council and the College of Fellows. Both are held in camera, and old and new Councils
occupy so much of the two day session that ordinary members are free till 12.30 on the
first day, and all day Saturday. So fixed have these arrangements become that no member
of Council is at all conscious of the fact that members from coast to coast of Canada are
all day Saturday walking the streets, sitting in hotel bedrooms or being entertained by
other members in the city in which the meeting is held. They have all shown their interest
in the affairs of the Institute by coming hundreds of miles to be present, and one may well
enquire whether the Institute can afford to ignore such interest and such loyalty. There is
one session given up to members and free discussion , but that is marred by the fact, as in
Montreal, that the subject discussed was a report known only to the Council. The heat and
irritation engendered at that meeting arose wholly from the fact that it had been first
discussed in secret. It was a truly British reaction on the part of the members who were
prepared to argue the matter to the death even if the subject had been Perpendicular
Gothic. Such a fiasco need never happen again if Council Meetings were open to all, like
meetings of City Council. Members need have no voting powers and would remain silent, but
they would know what was going on and could speak intelligently later in open discussion .
This feeling of frustration and futility is still further aggravated by the disappearance
of the fellows to their Convocation . This is, in effect, another Council Meeting at which
Institute affairs are discussed. Of that upper chamber only vague rumours reach the
proletariat, usually from some unhappy, self-conscious peer in unaccustomed ermine.
Fellowship in the R.A.I.C., as in any other learned society, is the reward of outstanding
service, but the segregation of the fellows in any upper chamber is surely undesirable and
undemocratic, and likely in time to undermine that dominion wide unity which those same
fellows and their predecessors have sought to build up. Fellowship, as I understand it, is an
honour conferred by the membership at large on individuals for such qualities as leadership
and service. Councils come and go, but the fellows are the elder statesmen, and the watch
dogs and guardians of our liberties. It seems to me that their present remoteness is the antithesis of their proper function. Any addition to their present dignity can only detract from it.
Lastly, and a minor matter, is the Annual Dinner. It surely indicates the cast iron mould
into which our meetings are set that no one has suggested that the dinner be held on the
Friday instead of the Saturday. The annual spectacle of the out-of-town members walking
out of a dinner to catch a train under the eyes of distinguished guests, and during the speech
of the evening is surely an unnecessary embarrassment. It is true, to change it, we should have
to walk out of a meeting at which Mr. Cobb would perform on his saw. We have come to
look on him and it as two great unifying forces for the rank and file, and we would leave
him with regret, but think of him for another year with affection and regard .
If there was ever a time in our history when we needed the support of every member,
a meeting at which nothing was secret; papers were read followed by free discussion and
hearty debate, it is now.

THE THIRTY-SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
ROYAL ARCHITECTURAL INSTITUTE OF CANADA
HE inaugural session of the Thirty-sixth Annual Meeting
of the Royal Architectural Institute of Canada, was held
in the McGill Union, McGill University, 690 Sherbrooke
Street West, Montreal, on February 19th, 1943, at 1.30 p.m.
Mr. Gordon Mel. Pitts, President, in the Chair.
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REPORT OF THE COUNCIL

On behalf of your Council I extend to you a most cordial
welcome to this, our Thirty-sixth Annual Meeting of the Royal
Architectural Institute of Canada.
Another year of conflict, toil and stress is behind us, a year
in which the Executive Committee of your Council has endeavoured to guide the affairs of the Institute under increasingly
difficult and confused conditions. New situations continue to
arise with new problems calling for solution. The normal practice of our profession is seriously circumscribed under the
necessities of our war -e ffort.
Our normal routine ha5 been increasingly disrupted. Many
of our younger men have stepped from our ranks to fill important places in the fighting forces of the nation. Some members
have closed their offices to do their bit in accelerating Canada's
industrial war effort, while others, under many difficulties, are
endeavouring to maintain their offices and service to the public
against the day when our profession will be called upon to do
its share in the building of a post-war world .
Notwithstanding many impediments and curtailments, there
are indications that at last we are coming to the light, and that
we can face the future with confidence in the firm assurance
t hat the days ahead are full of promise for the profession. To
realize this promise we must recognize our opportunities, and
as individuals and as an Institute prepare ourselves to take
advantage of them to the fullest extent. We must not be discouraged when the ignorant or the incompetent attempt to
usurp our function or frustrate our efforts. Let us remember
with pride and encouragement that the magical development
of Canada's war industries which will play an important part
in an Allied Victory, could not have been achieved without her
architects, who have made their technical contribution in every
capacity. It is hoped we will be permitted to make an even
qreater contribution to the happiness and well-being of our
fellow-Canadians in the "brave new world" we are promised
with the peace.
During the year just completed, your Executive and the
standing and special committees of the Institute, in addition to
their specific duties, have given much study to the future possibilities and activities of the profession, and the reports which
will be presented to you today will indicate both the nature
and the progress of their efforts.
Each successive annual report shows an increasing number
of our members as being absorbed into His Majesty's armed
forces, and the following are those who have been so registered
with us to this date:LIST OF MEMBERS OF THE R.A .I.C. ON ACTIVE SERVICE,
JANUARY 30th, 1943

Alberta
Pilot Officer Donald A. Freeze, Instructor in Navigation, R.C.A.F.
Lieut. Lloyd G. MacDonald , 1Oth Field Engineers, R.C.E. (Overseas) .
Lieut. John Stevenson, R.C.E.
Flying Officer G . K. Wynn, Instructor in Navigation, R.C.A.F.

British Columbia
Flying Officer W . H. Birmingham, Instructor in Navigation,
R.C.A.F.
Lieut. D. D. Carpenter, 1Oth Fortress Signals, R.C.C.S.
Sub-Lieut. Hugh Farmer, R.C.N. (Student).
Lieut. H. C. Hammond, 1st Corps Field Survey Coy., R.C.E.
(Overseas) .
Sub-Lieut. C. P. Jones, R.C.N. (Student).
Sgt. Donald H. McCain, H.Q .'s, 3rd Division Engineers, R.C.E .
(Student) (Overseas).
Pte . Roland McGee, R.C.E. (Student).
Sub-Lieut. Peter M. Thornton, R.C.N.

Manitoba
Lieut. H. H. G. Moody, H.Q., 3rd Division, R.C.E. (Overseas).
Squadron Leader Gordon Ritchie, R.C.A.F.
Lieut.-Col. J . N. Semmens, O .C. Winnipeg Grenadiers.
Lieut. John A. Chivers, R.C.E.
New Brunswick
Lieut.-Col. W . W . Alward, 16th Cost Brigade, R.C.A .
Nova Scotia
Major C. A. Fowler, O.C. lOth Searchlight Battery, R.C.A.

Ontario
Capt. M. F. Allan, No. 2 Detachment, R.C.E . (Overseas).
Sub-Lieut. R. J. K. Barker, R.C.N.
Flight Lieut. Gordon Bazeley, Administration Branch, R.C.A.F.
Lieut. Victor P. Belcourt, C.O.T.C.
Capt. John T. Bell, Royal Hamilton Lig-ht Infantry (Overseas) .
Squadron Leader Roy H. Bishop, Administration Branch,
R.C.A.F.
Capt. J . F. Brennan, 53rd Bty., 5th Field Regiment, R.C .A.
(Overseas).
Wing Commander H. J. Burden, Air Training Command, R.C.A.F.
Flight Lieut. Cyril J . Carroll, Air Force H.Q., D.C.A.S. (D.W.B.).
Capt. Ronald W. Cotto, No. 6 Coy. Veterans' Guard.
Second Lieut. J . H. A. Collins, No. 7 Detachment, R.C.E.
Lieut. J. V. Connor, No. 10 Basic Training Centre .
Lieut. David l. Cowan, 4th Bn. R.C.E. (Overseas).
Major James H. Craig (Overseas).
Flying Officer E. J . Crone, No. 33 Air Navigation School,
R.C.A.F.
Flight Lieut. Arthur W . Davison, No. 2 Training Command, H.Q.,
R.C.A .F.
Lieut. H. E. Devitt, R.C.A.
Capt. J. Edwardes-Evans, 11 Oth Coy., A.M.P.C., B.E.F . (Overseas) .
Flying Officer F. C. Etherington, R.C.A.F .
Lieut.-Col. A. J. Everett, M.C., V.D., Director of Mobilization
and Recruiting.
Capt. Richard A. Fisher, No. 2 Detachment, R.C.E.
Major W. E. Fleury, 4th Field Battery, R.C.A. (Overseas).
Lieut. Logan V. Gallaher, No . 6 Detachment, R.C.E.
Brigadier, E. W. Haldenby, O.C. 9th Infantry Brigade (Overseas).
Lieut. H. G . Hughes, O .T.C.
Major L. B. Husband, C.A. (B) T.C.
Lieut. A. G . Keith (Student).
Capt. J . W. Leighton, Essex Scottish Regiment.
Flight Lieut. Harle B. Long, Western Air Command H.Q., R.C.A.F.
Lieut.-Col. H. H. Madill, O .C., C.O.T.C ., University of Toronto.
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Wing Commander F. H. Maroni, No. 1 Air Tra ining Command,
R.C.A.F.
Second Lieut. F. D. Mathias, R.C.A.
Lieut.-Col. George Y. Masson, 11th Army Tank Bn . (Overseas).
Second Lieut. H. M. McLaughlin , R.C.E .
Flying Officer D. G . W . McRae, R.C.A.F.
Capt. W . N. Moorhouse, R.C.O .C.
Major R. A. V. Nicholson , Geographical Section, General
Surveys, No. 3 D.D.
Second Lieut. G . K. Pokorny, R.C.E .
Flying Officer Gordon B. Pritchard, R.C.A.F .
Pilot Officer S. G . Richards, R.C.A.F . (Student).
Flying Officer A. C. Rieder, R.C.A.F.
Lieut. H. H. Roberts, R.C.E . (Student).
Lieut. John B. Roper, R.C.N .V.R.
Flight Lieut. J . Ryrie, No. 4 Tra ining Command H.Q., R.C.A.F .
Lieut. Dyce .C. Saunders, No. 23 Basic Training Centre .
Lieut. R. D. Schoales, No. 2 Light Field Ambulance, R.C.A.M.C.
(Overseas).
Flight Lieut. Gordon S. Screaton , Administration Branch , R.C.A.F .
Flight Lieut. S. K. Sinclair, No. 1 Training Command H.Q .,
R.C.A.F .
Lieut. J. E. Assheton Smith, C.A .T.C.
Flying Officer Harry P. Smith , R.C.A.F.
Lieut. F. 0 . Templeton, 2nd Bn., R.C.E. (Overseas).
Lieut.-Col. Mackenzie Waters, M.C. , V.D. , O .C. 3rd Anti-Tank
Regiment, R.C.A. (Overseas).
Major F. Hilton Wilkes, "A" Branch H.Q . Staff.
Capt. J. D. Wilson, 2nd Divisional Signals, R.C.C.S . (Overseas).
Flying Officer W . H. Workman, Air Force H.Q ., A.M.S. (D.S.A. ),
R.C.A.F .
Prisoner-of-war: Lieut.-Col. Douglas E. Cotto, Royal Regiment
of Canada .
Missing : Capt. John A. Willis, Essex Scottish Regiment.
Quebec
Lieut. Comdr. P. C. Amos, R.C.N .V.R.
Major J. Paul Bastien, No. 4 District Depot .
Lieut. Victor P. Belcourt, C.O .T.C.
Lieut. R. E. Bolton , R.C.N .
Squadron Leader E. C. Cox, R.C.A .F.
Capt. Emile Daoust, R.C.E .
Lieut. H. E. Devitt, R.C.E. (Overseas).
Lieut. Comdr. A. T. G. Durnford, R.C.N .V.R.
Major N. A. Fellowes, 34d Bn . Black Watch.
Sub-U.eut. R. S. Ferguson, R.C.N . (Student).
Second Lieut. Philip Freedlander.
D. K. Gowans, R.C.E .
Lieut. W. J . Hart, R.C.A. (Student).
Capt. Stuart S. Hawkins, R.C.E .
Second Lieut . H. Gordon Hughes, O .T.C.
Major Paul Lambert, F.M.R. (Overseas).
Flying Officer H. B. Long , R.C.A.F.
Second Lieut. Max A. Louis, R.C.E ., O .T.C.
Second Lieut. Raymond Martineau , R.C.A .
Monsieur Gerard Masson
Lieut. F. D. Mathias, R.C.A. (Overseas).
Lieut. H. Stirling Maxwell , R.C.A.
Capitaine Antoine Monette.
Officier Pilote Jacques Morin , R.C.A.F.
Lieut. Francis J . Nobbs (Overseas).
Second Lieut. George W . Peck, R.C.E .
Lieut. John B. Roper, R.C.N .V.R.
Officier Pilote Paul Rousseau , R.C.A.F.
Capitaine E. W . Tremblay, R.C.A. (Overseas).
Lieut. R. R. Tourville .
R. S. M. Gerard Venne .
Sargt. Louis Verreault, R.C.A.F.
Squadron Leader G. E. Wilson, R.C.A.F.
Sub-Lieut. James Woollven , R.C.N .
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Saskatchewan
Flight Lieut. F. G . Martin, R.C.A.F.
It is with the deepest regret that we have to report the death
of eight of our members during the past year.

Lorenzo Auger, Bellechasses, Quebec.
J . Francis Brown , Toronto, Ontario.
Kenneth Mowatt Campbell , Fredericton, N.B.
Jules Caron, Three Rivers, Quebec .
Benjamin Dillon, Brockville, Ontario.
Ralph Carl Ham , Winnipeg, Manitoba .
Gordon J. Hutton , Hamilton , Ontario.
Robt. H. Macdonald , F.R .A.I.C., F.R.I.B.A., Montreal, Quebec.
The passing of these membe rs, many of whom have been
active in our Institute, is a very serious loss to the architectural
profession , and a very personal loss to their many friends .
The report on the Requirements for a Temporary Licence to
practise Architecture in the various provinces of Canada, under
the provisions of their respective Provincial Charters, as they
apply to a member of an Architectural Association of another
province, has been duly completed, and will shortly be published in the Journal of the Institute for the information of the
membership.
In the matter of the recognition of the Diplomas granted by
the four Canadian Schools of Architecture, as qualifying candidates for admission to the various component Associations
of the Institute, we are pleased to report that all Associations,
with one or two exceptions, have agreed to this principle, and
discussions are continuing with a view to making it universally
accepted . The deliberations of the Architectural Training Committee in its current study of the curricula of the Architectural
Schools may assist in bringing this matter to a satisfactory
conclusion .
The Canad ian number of the English "Architectural Review "
sponsor·e d by the Institute, and compiled by Mr. Anthony
Adamson , assisted by a comm ittee of our members, was published in England in April, 1942. The idea which promoted the
publication of this number was to bring Canada and its architecture before the architects of Great Britain . The publication
was so well received that the suggestion has been made by the
Honourable Vincent Massey, Canadian High Commissioner in
London, that the material be reproduced in the form of a
pocket booklet for general public distribution throughout the
British Isles.
The Institute was rep resented at the convention of the
Dominion Fire Prevention Association at the Seignory Club on
May 18th-20th, by Mr. John B. Parkin, who submitted to the
Executive a comprehensive and valuable report on the deliberations of that meeting . This report has been referred to the
Architectural Training Committee for consideration in connection with the School curricula, a s fire protection is an important
feature of practical des ign.
The National Building Code, on whose advisory committee
the Institute was represented by Mr. W . J. Abra, has now been
published and issued . Th is has proved to be a most comprehensive document and a very complete compendium on sound
building practice . This Code should be included in the library
of every Canad ian archite ct. It is fortunate that this information
is made available at a time when it can be of great assistance
in post-war planning . It should be noted that many architects
assisted in various capaciti.e s in the preparation of this Code,
and through their technical tra ining and practical experience
contributed materially to its success.
The Mechanics' Lien Act of Ontario, No. 21, whereby the
contract price of a project is created a trust fund , was considered by your Executive and referred to the component
Associations for their information and study, in relation to their
local conditions .
Jo ur na l, Roya l Architectura l Institute of Canada , Ma rch , 1943

It was decided that a resume of the meetings of the Executive
Com mittee should be printed in the Journal in order that the
membership may have first-hand information on matters under
consideration and the general progress of the work of the
Institute .
During the year the Royal Institute of British Architects has
honoured your Institute by conferring Fellowships upon Mr .
Burwell R. Coon, immediate Past-President, and Mr. Gordon
Mel. Pitts, President.
The fees of members on Active Service again came before
the Executive for consideration in view of the lack of uniformity
which appeared to exist among the various component Associations on this matter. It was decided that the present arrangeme nt should be carried on for 1942, but that beginning with
Jan uary 1943, each Provincial Association would be billed for
the ir full membership pro rata contribution at five dollars for
eac h member, and that the amount to be forwarded to the
Institute for each member on Active Service would be left to
the discretion of each individual Association.
The Institute has given the fullest co-operation to the Wartime Bureau of Technical Personnel in its various activities
re lated to the profession . It has assisted in the registration of
our members with the Bureau and, under date of May 27th,
iss ued a circular letter to the membership requesting them to
complete and return their questionnaire forms as soon as
possible. At this date the registration of architects has been
practically completed.
The Institute has appointed Mr . A. J. Hazelgrove as its
re p resentative to assist the Bureau in the allocation of architects to positions where their particular training would be of
the greatest value in the war effort.
Your Executive, with the assistance of our legal advisers,
gave careful study to the implications and requirements of
Order-in-Council No. P.C. 638 of 1942, effective March 23rd.
There seems to be a feeling that the provisions of this Order
are restrictive and impractical to a degree, and that their strict
app lication makes the practice of our profession unnecessarily
difficult and involved. Further, it acts as a great deterrent
toward any actual planning of post-war work. Your President,
afte r sev·e ral conferences with officials of the Bureau in Ottawa,
was assured that certain features of this Order would be
rescinded, but to date no action has been taken on the matter.
Under date of July 4th, the Wartime Bureau of Technical
Personnel, in a circular letter to the members of the Institute,
offered to provide refresher courses in Structural Engineering
un der conditions therein set forth. This letter by the Bureau was
further amplified by a letter from your President, under date of
J uly 9th. By July 17th, advice was rec.e ived from the Bureau
that the course would be abandoned on account of the lack
of applicants. As it was felt that such an opportunity should
not be lost to those architects in a position to take advantage
of the Government's offer, arrangements were made with the
Bureau whereby the Institute would determine, through its own
fa cilities, how many of its members could take such a course.
To this end your Executive circularized the membership under
date of September 1Oth, and the returns indicated some fiftytwo candidates as anxious to take the course. This information,
in the form of a schedule, giving details of each applicant,
was forwarded to the Bureau· under date of October 21st, but
nothing further has been heard in the matter .
The Institute made representations to the Honourable J. L.
!Isley, Minister of Finance, urging that an application be made
to permit the extension of the National Housing Act, in view
of the great demand for low-cost housing, which does not come
under the purview of Wartime Housing limited. The Minister
advised this matter was receiving intensive study.
After due deliberation your Executive made recommendations to the Federal Government favouring the adoption of
the "pay-as-you-earn" income tax plan , and has been advised

that the Government is introducing legislation for the payment
of income tax on the "pay-as-you-earn " basis.
The Institute, in co-operation with the Engineering Institute
of Canada and the Canadian Construction Association, made
representations to the Prime Minister recommending the creation
of a suitable organization to expeditiously repair damage to
important structures and services through enemy bombing. The
above organizations have been advised that the Government
has this matter in hand .
Many discussions have taken place, both in the Institute and
in the Councils of the component Associations, as to the most
practical and effective way of bring ing the architectural profession before the public . Many suggestions were received .
The Institute finally decided to publish special numbers of the
Journal devoted to subj.e cts of public interest related to the
architectural profession . The first of these special issues was
the "A.R.P." number published in May. This was given wide
circulation to members of Governments, public officials and
many influential private citizens. The response was most satisfactory and encouraging and resulted in the publication of
another special number in September devoted to aspects of
the Reconstruction problem . It was impossible to give this number as wide a circulation as we would have liked, on account
of the limited funds available, but again the returns were most
encouraging. Many compliments were received on the general
presentation and set-up of the Journal and it is the opinion of
the Executive that with sufficient funds the Journal would provide a most satisfactory medium for publicity purposes. The
Editorial Board, the Editor, and the Publisher, are to be heartily
congratulated on the high quality of the Journal through these
difficult times.
A special committee of the Institute on A.R.P. work, under the
chairmanship of Mr. A. S. Mathers, was instituted for the
preparation of the May issue of the Journal referred to above,
and as a direct result several of our members have been
requested to give practical talks on the technical features of
Civil Defense to C.D.C. groups and other organizations.
A special Reconstruction Committee has been formed to
study post-war planning. This has been divided into two sections, one in Montreal and one in Toronto. It is hoped that
similar groups may be organized in other centres throughout
Canada . As a first step in our Reconstruction programme, the
Institute has drawn up for submission to the Federal Government, "Recommendations Relative to the Organization of a
Central Authority on Post-War Planning" which will be submitted to this Annual Meeting .
Professor Eric Arthur has been appointed a member of the
sub-committee of the Federal Reconstruction Committee responsible for post-war housing . Appreciating the importance of
town and community planning well in advance of the actual
execution of post-war construction, he has circulated to the
membership, through the medium of the Journal, a questionnaire designed to obtain essential information as to the present
state of town-planning throughout the Dominion. It is hoped
that every member of the Institute will co-operate in seeing
that these questionnaires, as they relate to his community, are
returned to the Institute at the earliest possible date.
As town-planning is a primary and important feature of
Reconstruction as it applies to a housing development programme, and as it is a technical function of our profession,
your Executive feels that it is imperative our members be fully
conversant with the latest developments in this phase of the
profession, and that immediate steps should be taken to make
such information available. This matter is also receiving attention at the conference of the Architectural Training Committee.
In co-operation with the National Construction Council, the
lnstitut.e is conducting a survey among its members of work
which has been postponed, either on account of the War or
construction controls, which will proceed on the cessation of
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hostilities. It is hoped that this information will give an indication of the back-log of construction work at present dormant
in the offices of Architects, which can be counted upon to make
a substantial contribution to post-war building activity.
On behalf of the Council I wish to thank President Robert E.
Bostrom of the Province of Quebec Association of Architects,
his Council and members, for their co-operation with us and
their delightful hospitality to the R.A.I.C . members at the
luncheon today. Members of the R.A.I.C. from other provinces
will be the guests of the P.Q.A.A. at an informal dinner tonight,
at the Faculty Club of McGill University.
I wish to express our thanks to the Committee of Arrangements for all the very excellent work they have done in arranging this Annual Meeting.
We are greatly indebted to the McGill Union, the Faculty
Club of McGill University, and to the Cercle Universitaire, for
their kind generosity in affording us the use of their premises
and facilities, all of which contribute to the pleasure and profit
of our Annual Meeting.

Your Committee wishes to express its appreciation for the
assistance received from the various Research Departments of
the Federal Government at Ottawa.

ARCHITECTURAL TRAINING

Your Committee has also under advisement a revision of the
General Conditions of the standard form of Construction Contracts No. 12 and 13. Drafts of the proposed revisions have
been prepared and reviewed, but this matter is in abeyance
though it is hoped that an approved document can be issued
during the coming year.

Mr. Murray Brown (F), Chai rman of the Committee on Architectural Training, reports as follows:
During the Annual Meeting of last year, this Committee discussed at some length the adequacy of the training in structural
engineering , etc ., given to students at our four Universities, and
the Executive Committee was good enough to give us permission to have Professor R. F. legget investigate this subject and
furnish us with a report. This report was first of all presented
to the Committees in draft form and, after consideration by the
members, (apart from the members who are Heads of the four
Schools), in consultation with the Professor, he has now submitted his final report. This forms a most interesting document
and will be discussed in full detail by this Committee at an aliday session to be held on Thursday, February 18th, prior to the
Annual Meeting.
It is hoped that this conference will have the benefit of some
recommendations from Professor Milton S. Osborne, who is at
present making a tour of the Architectural Schools of the United
States.
This Committee will also consider the advisability of including
some course of lectures in Fire Prevention and Safety of Buildings, in the University curricula. The status of the courses in
Town-Planning in the various Schools will come up for special
consideration.
The arrangement for the last exhibition of Students' Work
was considered to be fairly successful, so it is the intention of
this Committee to carry out an exhibition on similar lines this
year, which will be on a non-competitive basis and will include
working drawings prepared by the Students during the year,
as well as structural studies. Water colour and pencil sketches
will also be included .
ART, SCIENCE AND RESEARCH

Mr . Charles David (F), Chairman of the Committee on Art,
Science and Research, reports as follows:
The work of this Committee during the year was confined to
the study of the various publications issued by the Department
of Mines and Resources of the Dominion Government; some
Building Abstracts compiled by the Building Research Station
at Watford, England; bulletins from the Canadian Engineering
Standards Association ; and from the Univ.e rsity of Illinois.
All these referred to research work on certain building
materials . Lists of these publications appeared in the Journal
of the Institute in order that members might obtain copies if
they so desired.
Unfortunately articles promised by Government research
officials for publication in the Journal were not received during
the year, but your Committee is hopeful of securing and publishing this desirable information during the course of 1943.
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JOINT COMMITTEE OF THE R.A. I.C . AND THE CANADIAN
CONSTRUCTION ASSOCIATION

Mr. A. S. Mathers, (F), Representative on the Joint Committee
of the R.A.I.C. and the Canadian Construction Association,
reports as follows:
Considerable study has been given to the official documents
of the Institute, and particularly to the development of a form
of Architect's Certificate which would satisfactorily meet the
requirements of the standard agre.e ments between the Architect
and the Client, and between the Contractor and the Owner,
and which at the same time would satisfy the majority of the
profession in its general form . Several suggestions have been
studied by your Committee, one of which was published in the
Journal, for the purpose of critical analysis and comment before
a final decision is arrived at.

EDITORIAL BOARD

Mr. Forsey Page (F), Chairman of the Editorial Board of the
Journal reports as follows :
Your Journal has come through another year, a difficult one,
with many congratulatory letters and comments, particularly
in connection with the special numbers, the A.R.P. issue and
the Reconstruction issue, but even yet with plenty of room for
improvement in the financial affairs. If it were not so abundantly clear that the falling off in revenue was the direct result
of less advertising, it would be discouraging to realize that
in a year productive of some of the best numbers, the finances
were not more satisfactory.
However, at the time of writing this Report the war news is
definitely encouraging and it may be that we can look to a
resumption of peace-time publication sooner than we would
have dared to hope, a year ago. That this feeling is spreading
is indicated by considerable present-day advertising by progressive, forward-looking concerns that seek to keep their products before the public although not at the moment engaged in
the manufacture of those products. That is a field of advertising to be further explored during this year.
The Board believes sincerely that the Journal has a high function as the organ of a Royal Professional Institute and as such
that it should be the mouthpiece of the profession on public
matters affecting the building industry; that it should be a forum
in which the ideas of members cou·ld be expressed and that it
should show leadership in the industry in such matters as Reconstruction . The present Council has shown a broad and sympathetic view on social problems affecting us as architects. With
such encouragement the Journal has published several articles
on housing which indicate the responsibility of the State toward
the shelter of citizens in certain income groups. In pursuing
the course, the Editorial Board is aware that it does not speak
for all the architects in Canada; that there are many who
believe the greatest hope for the profession, and even for those
of the general public in the low income groups, lies in the triumphant survival of private enterprise. It seems clear, however,
that private enterprise has not concerned itself with the problem
of shelter for the lowest income groups, nor that it is likely to do
so. The pages of the Journal are open to every architect in
Canada who has a point of view to express.
Journal , Ro yal Arch itectura l In stitute af Canada , Ma rc h, 1943

Once again the Board makes grateful ack nowledg ment to
the members who sent photographs and articles, to the willing
wri ters of the Provincial Page, to the memory of the late R. H.
Macdonald who was neve r too busy to help the Journal, to our
Publ is her who has laboured early and late, to our Printers, the
Davis Co. , for their continued co-operation in improvements of
ty pography, to all those who in their various capacities contr ibuted to whatever measure of success was attained during
the year 1942.
EXHIBITIONS AND AWARDS

Mr. R. S. Morris, Chairman of the Exhibition and Awards
Committee, reports as follows :
This Committee has been inactive during the past year, all
p lans for exhibitions having been deferred until after the War,
by special resolution of the Executive Committee.
COMMITTEE ON HOUSING

Mr. Harold Lawson (F), Chairman of'the Committee on Housing , reports as follows :
The major activity of the Housing Committee during the year
has been the study and development of a proposal for the set
tin g up of a Central authority for Post-War Planning and Con
str uction "to organize and regulate a reconstruction planning
policy for the post-war period in national, provincial, civic and
private fields ."
This work was started early in the year when the Institute's
Co mmittee on Reconstruction had yet to be formed . The first
re port was issued in June and during subsequent months has
gon e through a process of modification , through collaboration
wit h the P.Q .A.A. committees on reconstruction and town planni ng, until it has reached its present form. If this proposal is
a ccepted by the Government, at least in principle, and actively
impl emented, we believe it will have far -reaching resu·lts in
many quarters. It is of significance and special interest to archite cts and the construction industry generally.
It is obvious that large scale housing programmes must be
a mo ng the big objectives in the critical period following the
wa r. The Committee feels that housing must not be considered
by itself but as a part of the pattern of community planning or
as a part of urban replanning. Architects everywhere should
fa mi liarize themselves with conditions affecting their environme nt and, if physical planning or replanning is required in the
community, be prepared to take a leading part.
PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE

As I study the American system of registration for practice
am more than ever convinced of the responsibility of the
schools in the future of the profession in Canada . Our registration laws throw the responsibility directly upon the school rather
than upon the profession. As long as we are unable to control
the two years of apprenticeship it is bound to be so . And as
long as the apprenticeship period is looked upon as an opportunity by some practitioners to exploit the young graduate
under the guise of practical training we must weigh our training
very carefully.
One of the profession 's most serious indictments of the schools
is the apparent lack of proper training in structural engineering . This has been exaggerated by the emphasis upon the quick
and the temporary of the present emergency. The schools have
the opportunity to train not only the architect but the engineer
to understand and appreciate the part each profession must
play in the business of building the bright new world . There
is a definite place for both, even though their fields of service
may often seem to overlap . Friendly co-operation and mutual
respect will accomplish much more than suspicion and bitter
competition.
SCHOLARSHIPS AND PRIZES

Mr. J. Roxborough Smith (F) , Chairman of the Committee on
Scholarship and Prizes, reports as follows :
The following outstanding graduates of the Schools of Architecture in 1942 wer.e awarded R.A.I.C. medals:
Charles Edwa rd Craig- University of Manitoba .
Maurice LaPerriere-Ecole des Beaux Arts.
(No nominations for these honours were received from the
University of Toronto or McGill University during 1942).
The policy of allocating the annual Fellowship dues to the
Scholarship Fund, as indicated in last year's report, g ives promise of building up a capital account in this Fund which should
assure for the future a realization of the ideal that the Fund
will ultimately provide bursaries of such substance as to make
possible travelling scholarships. A further $1 ,000 has been earmarked fo r the purchase of bonds in the next Victory Loan to
add to the capital of the Scholarship Fund.
The suggestion that the Provincial Associations might interest
themselves to a greater extent in this Fund has not been overlooked, but due to circumstances the matter has not been
pressed. At the same time the idea has not been lost sight of
that individual members of the profession, who are interested
in the future of architecture, might feel impelled to leave a
bequest in the interests of Scholarships, and it is hoped with
the return of normal times that this source of augmenting the
Fund may be realized.

Professor Milton S. Osborne (F), Chairman of the Committee
on Professional Practice, reports as follows :
The preparation of a text-book for the teaching of Professional Practice in the schools is progressing very slowly . It seems,
in fact, to be relegated to the Never-never Land of "after the
wa r". Thus far there has been little interest on the part of my
Committee in the writing of the various chapters for the Journal
tha t would be compiled into a text-book. I have been encoura ged, however, in looking over the revised edition of the
"Ha ndbook of Architectural Practice" that has just been publis hed by the American Institute of Architects. The material has
bee n reorganized and much that is out-of-date has been eliminated . It gives our Committee a goal that I hope we may be
ab le to reach.

These R.A.I.C. awards to outstanding students are drawn to
the attention of the young architects and their teachers , in the
hope that with proper encouragement they may be stimulat.e d
to take advantage of every opportunity presented to augment
their knowledge in the many arts of which architecture is composed .

Ce rtain phases of our school training in Professional Practice
sho uld be given greater emphasis. The students should be
ma de to appreciate their opportunities and to understand their
res ponsibilities as architects. It is not always done as sincerely
as it should be . Over-emphasis on the deficiencies of the
fell ow-architect not only develops a sense of inferiority in the
stude nt but destroys public confidence in the architect as a
resp onsible craftsman. The young architect should be made
acq uainted with his logical place in community and civic affairs
and the importance of his contribution to society .

When the government order was put into effect extending
licensing to cover all construction work costing over $5,000,
the Council communicated with the Hon . Mr. Howe, approving
this action.

NATIONAL CONSTRUCTION COUII!CIL

Mr. Burwell R. Coon (F), representative on the National Construction Council, reports as follows :
A. S. Mathers, F.R.A.I.C., was again elected president, and
is to be complimented on the activities of the Council for the
past year.

The problem of post-war reconstruction was given a great
deal of consideration, and it was proposed that a survey of
deferred building projects be made. The R.A.I.C. offer.e d to
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carry out this survey as far as the architects were concerned,
and questionnaires were sent to all members of the R.A.I.C.
The returns of these questionnaires were disappointing, only 15
being completed, but these totalled $15,000,000. The R.A.I.C .
has been asked to pursue this questionnaire further as the government committee intimated that such information would be
of value in the forming of their plans for reconstruction.
The president accepted an invitation to appear before a subcommittee of the government's committee on reconstruction, to
explain the organization and objects of the National Construction Council and present their views .
At the request of Dr. 0 . J. Firestone, who is making a study
of the construction industry as a field for post-war employment
for the government committee on reconstruction, the N.C.C.
provided him with a copy of their 1933 Brief to the Prime Minister in which the N.C.C. advocated a public works programme
as a means of relieving unemployment at that time .
The N.C.C. made representation to the Director of the
National Selective Service, pointing out the impracticability of
some of the National Selective Service requisitions as they
applied to the construction industry, particularly the item with
regard to "the seven-day notice to employees."
The National Construction Council was concerned about the
rumour that Wartime Housing intended to enter the permanent
housing field, but the Council was authoritatively informed that
Wartime Housing had no such intention except in a f.ew isolated
instances where the housing situation in war industrial centres
was so acute that something had to be done without delay to
alleviate the situation . It was decided, however, that if any
attempts were made to expand the scope of Wartime Housing
into the permanent housing field, appropriate action should be
taken by the Council.
COLLEGE OF FELLOWS

Mr. A. J. Hazelgrove (F), Registrar of the College of Fellows,
reports as follows:
At the Convocation held in the McGill Faculty Club on the
21st day of February, 1942, the following gentlemen were
received into the College of Fellows:
Fellows .

Mr. Frederick C. Bodley (In absentia, owing to illness,
and through his proxy, Mr. W . Bruce Riddell.)
Mr. John Roxburgh Smith.

Hon. Life Fellows .
Hon. Fellow .

Mr. Hugh Valiance, Prof. Ramsay Traquair,
Prof. C. H. C. Wright. (All in absentia) .

Mr. Eden Smith . (In absentia).

The Executive Committee of the Institute after mature consideration , recommended the names of certain members as
worthy of election to Fellowship. A ballot of the Fellows was
conducted in the manner prescribed by the by-laws, and the
following gentlemen, having received a favourable vote, will
be received into the College of Fellows at the forthcoming Convocation .
Mr. Raoul Chenevert
Mr. A. T. Galt Durnford
Mr. Hugh A. Richards
Mr. David Shennan
Mr. Eric E. Temple
Mr. Bruce H. Wright.
It is with profound regret and a feeling of personal loss that
we record the death of Mr. Robert H. Macdonald, who passed
on to the final Convocation on 16th of December, 1942 .
He leaves a fragrant memory of kindness, gentleness, and
selflessness which many will cherish and all might emulate .
COUNCIL OF THE ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS

Mr. G. Mel. Pitts (F), representative on the R.I.B .A. Council,
reports as follows:
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Notwithstanding the difficulties and hazards of sea transportation , the correspondence, reports and periodicals of the
Royal Institute of British Architects continue to arrive in regular
course .
From these sources it is evident that the R.I.B.A. is not only
maintaining, but ever increasing its contribution to the national
effort and toward the well-being of the profession and its members. Its organisation and progressive administration are an
encouragement and a shining example to all sister professional
organisations throughout the Empire.
Out of a total of some 11,000, over 3,000 members and students of the R.I.B.A. are serving with the armed forces, while
of the remainder, practically all who have the opportunity and
are fit, are actively engaged in the Home Guard Observation
Corps, or on Civil Defence duties .
Before the war, members of the profession took a leading
part in the formulation of the policy for structural air-raid precautions. In the summer of 1940 when heavy bombing began,
the Architects found themselves fully occupied with "First-Aid"
or permanent repairs for their private clients or local authorities and Government departments. At one time when the bombing was most severe, there was an acute shortage of technical
men for this work in some of the larger towns . Salaried posts
in Government and other public offices are largely filled
through the medium of the Central Register, a register of all
members of the profession combined by the Professional Institutions and administered by the Ministry of Labour and Nation al Service, in consultation with the Institutions.
A strict licensing system for the control of building came into
operation in October, 1940, which permitted only repair work
or work forming a direct part of the Government programme.
As far as possible this work was carried out through the medium
of architects in private practice, under the direction of the
Ministry or Department concerned.
Architectural education in Great Britain is continuing and
all Architectural Schools have been kept open, the admission
of younger students having increased in many cases. It is evident that there will be a great demand for this type of technically-trained men after the war.
In all activities of the Government in which it is possible for
the Architectural Profession to be of service, the Council of the
R.I.B.A. and its various special Committees hav.e co-operated
in every practical way, and have carried out studies and investigations designed to achieve the most satisfactory results from
the national viewpoint.
The Reconstruction Committee of the Institute, together with
its sub-committees, have been most active and submitted its
first general statement of conclusions in July, 1942. The Committee is continuing its studies .
The Special Committee on Architectural Education is con sidering the whole field and is preparing recommendations for
any changes or improvements that may be indicated as the
result of the experience of the last twenty years in the training
of architects.
The Demobil ization Committee is engaged in most important
work related to the release of architects and architectural students from the armed forces at an early date, to assist in the
rapid prosecution of the actual plans for reconstruction.
The Architectural Science Board is providing a series of postgraduate lectures on the results of recent scientific research
which are of interest to architects. This course is proving most
int.eresting and instructive and is being very largely attended .
The Institute is following very closely the proposals of the
Ministry of Works and Planning charged with the responsibility
of reconstruction, which is being supplanted by a new Ministry
under the title of "The Ministry of Town and Country Planning."
Careful study has also been g iven to the Barlow, Scott and
Uthwatt Reports on the establishment of a central planning
authority.
Jou rnal, Ro yal Archite ctural In stitute of Ca na d a, Ma rc h, 1943

We are all following with much interest and profit the progress being made by the R.I.B.A. and we feel that this Empirewide Institute of our profession is entitled to our most profound
a dmiration and support for the magnificent way in which they
have functioned under the most difficu-lt conditions and for the
incalculable benefit which their experience has been to the
a rchitects of other countries.

these requirements to the best of its ability, and although a
broadening of scope may be involved it will probably be in a
position to cope with future demands.
FINANCIAL REPORT

The following is a summary of the Repo rt of the Honorary
Treasurer, Mr . Forsey Page, as confirmed by the Auditor:

CANADIAN ENGINEERING STANDARDS ASSOCIATION

Col. C. J. Burritt (F), representative on the Main Committee
of the Canadian Engineering Standards Association, reports as
follows:
The activities of the Association increased during the past
year, due to additional responsibilities associated with the war
effort.
At the close of the fiscal year ending March 31st, 1942, the
various committees of the Canadian Engineering Standards
Association had a total membership of 824, of which the Main
Committee totalled 82.
The total of sustaining memberships was 239 at the end of
the year, representing 132 member organisations.
During the year the Association published 20 new standards
a nd revised editions of existing standards.
Section A-Civil Engineering .
3
2
Section B-Mechanical Engineering .
Section C-Hectrical Engineering .
15
Publication A23-1942, dealing with Concrete and Rein fo rced Concrete (2nd ed.) is of particular interest to architects.
Following are a few of the proposed new standards and revisio ns to existing standards which have been the subjects of discussion by appropriate C.E.S.A. committees and sub-committees
d uring the past year, and such progress has been made that
th ey may be published during the next fiscal year.
Timber Piling .
Preservative Treatment of Various Species of Timber.
Building Materials (various subjects) .
Strengthening of Cellars in Houses.
Blackout of Buildings.
Many other items are omitted in order to keep this report
within bounds .
At the end of the fiscal year a very full programme of
C. E.S.A. activities for the ensuing year was apparent. The
probabilities are that many unforeseen obstacles will present
themselves and will result in changes of programme from time
to time by the introduction of new projects that may be more
urgent in nature than items contained in the existing prog ramme of work. It is possible that a greater number of emerg e ncy groups may be required, with power to make urgently
re quired decisions relative to at least temporary revisions to
existing codes and specifications to meet the demands of constantly changing conditions concerning the supply of materials
a nd manufacturing practices. The C. E. S. A. has so far met

General Account
Revenue:
Pro rata

contributions

received

from

Component

$4,535.00
151.65
12.63

Societies

Sal e of Con!rac! Forms .
Sundry Rece ipts ..
Tafel

$ 4,699.28

Re venue ..

Expenditures:
Secretary 's Salary ..
Con ve ntion Expe nses.

Trave lling Expe nses ... .... .......... . .. ... .. .... . .
Ren!- Toron!o Office .. ..... .... ... ... ... .... .... ... $156.00
Mrs . A. Chausse, s!orage..
45 .00
Mon!real Office ..
100.00

$ 1,074 .10
903 .04
627 .11

301.00
100.00
266 .60
362.73
38 .43
147.38
12.00
50.00
50.00
195.69
579.04

National Construction Council Assessment
Printing , S!afionery and Office Expe nse .... ... .... .. .. .
Telephone, Te legrams, e!c. ..
. .. ...... ......... ...... ... .
Schola rship and Compefifion Awards ...... ... .. ... .. .. . .
Printing Contract Forms . .
Insurance

Audi! Fee ...
Legal Expense ..
Sundry Ex pe nse ..
Re " Th e Journal , R.A.I.C ." ..
To!al General

$4,707.12

Expenditure .

Pro vi sion for de preciation of furniture and fi xtures

$

- Toron!o Office .

38 .08
4,745.20

G e neral

$

Deficit ..

45 .92

Summary of Assets
Cash in Gen e ral Accoun t.. .
$2,792 .07
Capi!al Accoun!s (Bonds, cash in bank and Fe llowship
Entrance Fees)..
6,260 .67
Scholarship Accoun! (Bonds, cash in bank and Fe llowship Annual Dues)
3,696 .28

- -Tafel Asse!s in cash and bonds

-

$12,749.02
$12 ,749.02

In submitting this report on the activities of your Council may
I -e xpress my thanks to the members of Council, the Chairmen
and members of Committees and especially to the members of
the Executive of the Council and the Executive Secretary, all
of whom have laboured so earnestly and faithfully at a time
in the history of the Institute which calls for our best efforts,
wisest decisions and greatest sacrifice in the interests of our
country and of our profession .
GORDON Mel. PITTS, President .

37

,
,
RESUME OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL MEETING
On the day prior to the Annual Meeting, February 18th, a
special conference of the Architectural Training Committee,
including the Heads of the four Schools of Architecture, and
members of the Council was held in the Faculty Club of McGill
University to consider the report on the curricula of the Schools
as they pertain to the training of architectural students in struc tural engineering subjects, which was prepared and submitted
by Professor R. F. Legget of the Department of Civil Engineering, University of Toronto.
Those present included Mr. Murray Brown, Chairman of the
Committee on Architectural Training; Professor E. R. Arthur,
representing the University of Toronto School of Architecture ;
Professors Milton S. Osborne and J . A. Russell, University of
Manitoba Department of Architecture; Professor John Bland,
McGill University School of Architecture; Mr. C. Maillard and
Professor Emile Venne, Ecole des Beaux-Arts; Messrs. Robert E.
Bostrom, Andrew R. Cobb, Charles David, Leslie R. Fairn, E. J .
Gilbert, H. R. Little, A. S. Mathers, Forsey Page, R. S. Morris,
Gordon Mel. Pitts, J. Roxburgh Smith, all members of the Coun cil; Professor R. F. Legge!; and Miss M. Elmslie, Secretary.
Professor Legget was invited to read his report in which he
had extensively outlined his survey of the various engineering
subjects taught in each of the four Schools, derived from a
study of their examination papers and calendars, and in which
also he included a chart showing not only a comparison of the
four Schools as to the number of hours spent in lecture room and
laboratory in each subject and in each year, but showing also
his suggestion for an ideal course in structural engineering for
architectural students. Many valuable observations and suggestions concluded the report.
The representative of each School in turn was then invited to
comment and make suggestions as a result of his previous
study of the report as it pertained to his particular School, after
which the meeting adjourned for lunch .
As the result of the lengthy afternoon discussions, the following resolutions were passed :
MOVED by Mr . Mathers, seconded by Mr . Smith, and carried, that this meeting recommends to the Council that
efforts be made to have the requirements for entrance to
courses in architectur.e in all four Schools include Senior
Matriculation or its equivalent and that instruction in the
architectural courses be commenced and maintained at
University level.
MOVED by Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. David, and carried, that the concensus of opinion of this meeting is that
the present situation in which there are four Schools of
Architecture in Canada is highly desirable.
MOVED by Mr. Mathers, seconded by Professor Bland,
and carried, that it is the concensus of opinion of this
meeting that the setting up of any ideal course for the
Schools of Architecture is beyond the powers of this Committee at the present time; nevertheless, this meeting
desires to recommend that the Heads of the Schools be
asked to give careful consideration to the recommendations incorporated in Professor Legget's report and report
to this Committee at the conclusion of a year's consideration the adaptability of those recommendations to their
respective courses; further , that they be requested to collaborate, one with another, in studying the various aspects
of the report, and that the Secretary be instructed to request
progress reports from each school every three months.
MOVED by Mr. Smith, seconded by Professor Osborne,
and carried, that, in view of the efforts being made by
the R.A.I.C. to raise the standards of architectural educa tion (particularly with referenc·e to engineering subjects),
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this meeting is of the opinion that, in provinces which have
no Architectural School and perhaps an apprentice system in force, apprentices should be encouraged to take
Senior Matriculation and at the same time to take advantage of the University Engineering facilities offered in
these centres with the view of endeavouring to equalize
architectural training conditions throu·g hout Canada, particularly in the way of fundamentals .
MOVED by Professor Bland, seconded by Professor Arthur,
and carried, that the R.A.I.C. investigate the possibility of
setting up a joint examining board for entrance to the
component associations in order to unify standards of
admission to practise in this country; and that the representative from each of the component associations be represented on the board .
Other matters on the agenda were discussed briefly and the
meeting adjourned at 5 . 10 p .m.
The first day's sessions of the Annual Meeting were held at
the McGill Union , McGill University, opening at 9 .00 a .m. with
registration of members, followed by a meeting of the 1942
Council; in the afternoon the General Session was well attended, as was also the informal dinner held at 7 .00 p.m . in the
Faculty Club of McGill University .
All eight Provincial Associations were represented at the
various meetings and those present at the meeting of the 1942
Cou·ncil were Messrs. Gordon Mel. Pitts, President; Charles
David, Honorary Secretary; Forsey Page, Honorary Treasurer;
0 . Beaule (Quebec), Murray Brown (Ontario), G. Buller-Colthurst (Ontario), Andr.e w R. Cobb (Nova Scotia ), Burwell R.
Coon (Ontario) Past President of the Institute; Leslie R. Fairn
(Nova Scotia), J . K. Gillies (New Brunswick), A. J . Hazelgrove
(Ontario), W. H. Holcombe (Ontario), Harold Lawson (Quebec),
A. S. Mathers (Ontario), Robert E. Moore (Manitoba ), H. Claire
Molt (New Brunswick), Milton S. Osborne (Manitoba ), J. Rexburgh Smith (Quebec), C. St. John Wilson (Nova Scotia), Bruce
H. Wright (Ontario); and Miss M. Elmslie, Secretary.
Several matters of business were discuss.e d briefly and
recommended for the consideration of the 1943 Council,
namely: publicity for the profession through radio broadcasts
and a Gallup poll on the housing problem; a complete registration of all R.A.I.C. members; reorganization of the National
Construction Council 's regional committees; questionnaire on
deferred construction proj.e cts submitted by the Federal Committee on Reconstruction .
Mr. Mathers, President of the National Construction Council ,
supplemented the report of the representative on the N.C.C.,
Mr. Burwell R. Coon , with the information that returns up-todate on the R.A.I.C. 's questionnaire on a survey of deferred
construction projects in . architects' offices now total approximately $37,000,000 .
The Annual Report of the Council was presented by the
President and appears elsewhere in this issue, incorporating
Reports of the Chairmen of the various standing committees as
well.
An amendment to the By-Laws, providing for the continued
assistance and advice of the Past President by officially appointing him a member of the Executive Committee, was ratified by
the Council at this meeting .
The greate r part of the discussion was centred on the memorandum to the Government recommending establishment of a
Central Building Authority which was submitted by the P.Q .A.A .
for consideration of the Council. Many and diverse were the
opinions expressed and the memorandum was finally referred
to the General Session and th e 1943 Council for further conJ our na l, Roya l Arc h itectu ra l In stitute o f Ca nada, Ma rch, 1943

si deration, with the suggestions that the Government be recom me nded to establish a Ministry of Reconstruction and that it be
in dicated that none of this Ministry's functions be directed
ag ainst re-establishment of private enterprise, but for the purpose of extending and assisting private ent.erprise .
In moving a vote of appreciation on behalf of the general
membership of the successful activities of the Executive Com mittee during the past year, Mr. Coon drew attention to the
growing interest in the affairs of the Institute shown by the
large attendance at this meeting .
The final meeting of the 1942 Council ended its discussions at
1.00 p.m.
At the General Session in the afternoon of February 19th,
the President read the Report of the Council which gave rise to
discussion particularly on such subjects as the town-planning
q uestionnaire published in the November issue of the Journal ,
returns on the questionnaire on the back-log of construction
projects (discussed at the morning session ), the memorandum
fr o m the P.Q.A.A. recommending to the Government establishme nt of a Central Build ing Authority , the activities of the Architect ural Training Committee and of the Editorial Board, establis hment of a trades school system in every province.
Members were urged to d irect 1heir attention to both qu estio nnaires discussed and make their retu·rns complete as soon
as possible.
Discussion on the post-war construction problem was sum ma rize d in a resolution made by Mr. Forse y Page, seconded
by Mr. Burwell R. Coon, and carried, that as far as the Building
Ind ustry is concerned, with the exception of financing of lowcost hous ing and town-planning, the efforts of this Institute
sho uld be directed toward encouraging the successful revival
of Private Enterprise .
Ano1her resolution, made by Mr. A. J . Hazelgrove, seconded
by Mr. John B. Parkin, was carried, under the head of post-war
rec onstruction, to the effect that any approach of the Institute
to the Government be made in co-operation with the National
Construct'ion Council, and that our representatives on the
Na ti onal Construction Council be instructed to exert every effort
to a ssure that the Council will become the definite voice of a
unifie d construction industry .
The memorandum presented by the P.Q .A.A ., recommending
to th e Federal Government establishment of a Central Building
Author ity, aroused considerable discussion but space will not
permit a detailed report . Subsequently, however, a r.e solution
was moved by Mr. Harry Mayerovitch, seconded by Professor
Jo hn Bland, and carried, that this Institute propose, the provisio na l draft report being of special importance to the architects
in the ir post-war planning efforts, that it be submitted to the
ge ne ral membership, either through the medium of the Journal
or th rough mimeographed copies forwarded by the incoming
Co uncil , in order that the Council might have the benefit of
the opinions of the membership at large .

1942 Vice-President of the Institute, the evening was a highly
enjoyable one.
Saturday morning 's sessions opened with a meeting of the
Editorial Board of the Journal at which were present the Chairman , Mr. Forsey Page; 1he Editor, Professor E. R. Arthur; the
Publisher, Mr. J . F. Sullivan; Messrs. R. P. Blakey, l. G. Bridgman, Andrew R. Cobb, G. Buller-Colthurst, Leslie R. Fairn, E. J .
Gilbert, J . K. Gillies, Harold Lawson, Robert E. Moore, H. Claire
Mott, Milton S. Osborne, John B. Parkin , J. A. Russell, Emile
Venne; and Miss M. Elmslie, Secretary.
Various items on the agenda, listing material for the forthcoming issue of the Journal , were discussed briefly, but the main
topic of the meeting was the question of Editorial Board policy
and representatives present from almost all parts of Canada
were invited to take advantage of this one opportunity during
the year to express their views on Editorial Board policy at a
meeting of the Board . For the most part only .e xpressions of
satisfaction with the present policy, particularly with regard
to such special issues as those on Air Raid Precaution and
Reconstruction, were voiced by the representatives from afar.
Several interesting suggestions will be referred to the Editorial
Board at its next meeting .
Members voted in favour of continuing publication of the
minutes of Executive Meetings, Mr. Anthony Adamson 's column
"The Periodicals Shelf ", an effort to obtain letters from members
on active service, the proposed "Armed Services" Number,
special issues on the scale of the Reconstruction Number .
The Meeting adjourned with an urgent appeal from the
Editor for more co-operation from provincial representatives in
the collection of text and photographs.
The 1943 Council opened its meeting at 10.30 a.m . with the
annual election of officers. Present were Messrs. R. P. Blakey
(Alberta) ; E. J. Gilbert (Saskatchewan); Robert E. Moore, Milton
S. Osborne, J . A. Russell (Manitoba), l. G . Bridgman, Murray
Brown, G . Buller-Colthurst, Burwell R. Coon, A. J. Hazelgrove,
W. H. Holcombe, A. S. Mathers, Forsey Page, (Ontario ); John
Bland, Charles David, Eugene Larose, Harold Lawson, Maurice
Payette, G. Mel. Pitts, J. Roxburgh Smith (Quebec ); J. K. Gillies,
H. Claire Mott (New Brunswick); Leslie R. Fairn (Nova Scotia );
and Miss M. Elmslie, Secretary.
The following are the officers of the Institute for 1943 :
President: Gordon Mel. Pitts (F), Montreal;
First Vice-President: H. Claire Mott (F), Saint John;
Second Vice-President: Robert E. Moore, Winnipeg ;
Honorary Secretary: Charles David (F), Montr.e al;
Honorary Treasurer : Forsey Page (F), Toronto.

Mr. Leslie R. Fairn moved a resolution, which was seconded
by Mr. A. S. MGi thers, and carried, that the Council be recom me nded to present to the Government, through the National
Con struction Council, a request for consideration of the establish me nt of a trades schooi system in each province .

The Budget of Receipts and Expenditures for the year 1943,
as recommended by the 1942 Council, was considered in detail
and adopted, honorarium to the Editor of the Journal for the
coming year was approved, the firm of Allen, Miles & Fox were
appo inted again as auditors, powers of administration of the
Council were officially delegated to the Executive Committee .
The place of the next Annual Meeting was referred to the Executive Committee with the recommendation that it be held in
Toronto in February, 1944. Appointment of Chairmen and
members of Standing Committees was also referred to the
Executive Committee .

The Gen.e ral Session adjourned ~t 5 .30 p.m . and the members met again, in still larger numbers, at the Faculty Club at
seve n o 'clock for the informal dinner tendered out-of-town delegates by the P.Q .A.A. Mr. Aime Cousineau , director of the
town- planning commission of the City of Montreal, was the
prin ci pal speaker at this function , and gave a most interesting
add ress on the urgent need for intelligent planning of the city
and suburban areas of the Island of Montreal. Professor Anderson of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, a special guest
at the dinner, outlined methods being used to meet similar
prob lems in the United States and with the able chairmanship
and en tertaining abilities of Mr . Andrew R. Cobb of Halifax,

The problem arising from the regulations of Provincial Associations regarding the exemption from payment of fees of
members "on active service " was discussed at some length . A
motion was passed whereby this Council is to suggest to the
Provincial Associations that their regulations be amended to
provide that all members on active service who are liable for
income tax be required to continue their support of their professional association by payment of a $5 .00 fee to cover contributions to the R.A.I.C. whose continued activities during wartime are invaluable in holding the profession together and
which depends entirely on these pro rata contributions from the
Provincial Associations.
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Action in connection with the questionnaire forwarded by th e
Federal Reconstruct ion Committee with re gard to a proposal
for appraising the value of construction projects in relation to
thei r value to the country as a whole, was refer red to the Executive Committee, as were the matter of appointments of representatives on the Canad ian Engineering Standards Association
and the Council of the Royal Institute of British Architects.
Further consideration was given the proposed memorandum
to the Government recommending the Central Building Authority and after much discussion it was agreed that the memoran dum be sent back to the P.Q .A.A. Committee to be recast in
the light of the various resolutions and suggestions made in
this connection at the General Session and meetings of the 1942
and 1943 Councils.
A resolution was presented by Professor John Bland, Director
of the McGill School of Architecture, proposing that the Insti tute "investigate the possibility of organizing a National Building Materials and Trades Exhibition, to be held in a suitable
Canadian centre during the second year following the conclu sion of the war". The proposal is to be giv.e n careful considera n on by the Executive Committee .
Mr. Hazelgrove moved "An omnibus vote of thanks from
everybody to everybody ", followed it with a special vote of
thanks to the Secretary and congratulations on her "change of
status", and the meeting adjourned .
The College of Fellows convened in the Faculty Club, Monttreal, on the 20th February, 1943. Unfortunately, the Chancellor, Mr . H. L. Fetherstonhaugh, was unable to be present although we are happy to note that he is convalescing after his
recent illness. Mr. W . L. Somerville, the Dean, was also absent.
Mr . Charles David and Mr . Forsey Page we re elected a s Acting
Chancellor and Acting Dean respectively .
The following members of the Institute we re installed in the
College of Fellows, in ceremonial form :
Mr . Raoul Chenevert
Lieut. Commander A. T. Galt Durnford, R.C.N .V.R.
Mr . Hugh A. Richards
Mr. David Shennan
Mr. Eric E. Temple, F.R.I.B.A .
Mr. Bruce H. Wright
At the meeting of the Fellows following the Investiture some
inte resting suggestions were advanced with respect to the form
and character of future annual meetings, for consideration by
the Council of the Institute. It was felt that a minimum of rou tine and a maximum of round table discussion and educational
features would appeal to the members of the Institute, many of
whom travel great distances to attend the annual meeting .
Another interesting proposal was that the lnstitue encourage
the adoption of an initiatory ceremony and the swearing of a
professional oath by young architects entering the profession .
The College of Fellows also recommended to the Executive
Committee that the venue of future annual meetings be chosen
with the view of achieving a minimum of perambulation . The
bewildering change of scene for each act, and the annoyance
of tr·y ing to adhere to a split second schedule which entails a
hundred yard dash every fe w hou rs, all tend to disrupt con tinuity of effort. These comments are not made in criticism of the
Montreal arrangements, but rather in the thought that we shall
not progress by standing still.
The proceedings of the Thirty-sixth Annual Meeting were
brought to a happy conclusion in the Annual Dinner held at
the Cercle Universitaire on Saturday evening , which proved to
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be one of the most largely attende d functions of its kind . The
presence of th e ladies add e d greatl y to the pleasure of the
occasion .
The guest of honour and spe aker of the evening was Dr . F.
Cyril James, Principal and Vice-Chancellor of McGill University
and Chairman of the Committe e on Reconstruction at Ottawa .
The other head tabl e gue sts were : Charles David, Honorary
Secretary; Professor Milton S. Osborne, representing the A.I.A. ;
Aime Cousineau , Di rector of the Department of Town-Planning,
Montreal; Professor Lawr.e nce B. Anderson, School of Architecture, Massachusetts Institute of Technology ; Professor P. E.
Nobbs, President, R.C.A. ; Mrs. A. J. Hazelgrove ; John B. Stirling, President, C.C.A. ; Mrs. K. M. Cameron ; A. S. Math e rs,
President M.C.C.; Mrs . R. E. Bostrom ; Burwell R Coon, immediate
Past President of th e Institute; Mrs . F. Cyril James; Go rdon Mel.
Pitts, President; Dr . F. Cyril James; Mrs. Gordon Mel. Pitts; Ken neth M. Ca meron , President, E.I.C.; Monseigneur Maureault,
Rector of the University of Montreal ; Mrs. J . B. Stirling; W . P.
Dobson , President, D.C.P .E. ; R. E. Bostrom , President, P.Q.A.A.;
Professor R. F. Legget, Un iversity of Toronto; H. Claire Mott,
Vice-President of the Institute ; Professor Philip J . Turne r, rep resenting R.I.B.A.; A. l. Fleming , K.C., Toronto ; A. J . Hazelgrove, Registrar, College of Fellows.
One of the featur e s of the evening was the presentation of
the Fellowship Diplomas to the follow ing ne wly-electe d mem bers of the College of Fellows, under the di rection of the Regis trar, A. J. Hazelgrove, assisted by Acting Chancellor Charles
David, and Acting Dean Forse y Page:- Raoul Chenevert, A. T.
Galt Durnford, Hugh A. Richards, David Shennan , Eric E.
Temple, and Bruce H. Wright.
Following this ceremony, Vice-President Claire Mott introduced Professor Philip J. Turner, representing the Royal Institute of British Architects, who made the presentation of R.I.B.A.
Fellowship Diplomas to Burwell R. Coon , immediate PastPresident of the Institute, and Gordon Mel . Pitts, President.
In token of the appreciation of the lnstitut.e for the very fine
a ssistance rendered to our Architectural Tra ining Committee in
its study of a revised curriculum for our Architectural Schools,
the President presented a silver salver to Professor Robert F.
Legget, with the thanks and good wishes of the Institute .
Mr . Robert E. Bostrom proposed a toast to the Guests in a
most app ropriate manner, to which Monseigneur Maureault
replied . The toast to the Ladies was proposed by Mr. Charles
David, and acknowledged by Miss Pauline Roy, the first woman
member of the P.Q .A.A.
The President introduced Dr . F. Cyril James, who emphasized
in his address the place and responsibility of the community
and of private ent.erprise in the planning and execution of postwar reconstruction . He deprecated any plan or policy predicated upon the cost, the initiative and the execution being leh
exclusively to the Dominion Government. The Institute was
highly honoured in having the opportunity of hearing the views
of the Chairman of the Reconstruction Committee, on a subject
so intimately relate d to the architectural profession. In thanking
Dr. James, Professor Milton S. Osborne expressed in most
appropriate terms, the appreciation of the Institute for the
privileg e of hearing such an abl.e address.
Charles David, Honorary Secretary of the Institute, introduced the new officers for the year 194 3, and the President
extended the thanks of the Institute to the retiring officers and
members of Council.
Following the dinner th e guests were invited to remain to
enjoy an informal evening of dancing .
J o ur na l, Roya l Arch itect ura l lnst it u:e of Cana d a , March, 1943
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Architectural Institute of Canada, February 20th.
Some of the recent housing developments have evoked envy

GLASS"

As my friend Stephen Leacock suggested so brilliantly a

from many who dwell in less satisfactory conditions, but there

little while ago, the layman might almost imagine that the

are, literally, tens of thousands of dwellings in the cities, and

professional architects of Great Britain had been waiting impa-

in the rural areas, of this Dominion, which constitute a challenge

tiently for this war to occur. They have pointed out with jubila-

to any man who has the social and economic welfare of the

tion that the Battle of Britain has cleared out of English cities

Canadian p·eople at heart .

most of the things that they did not like, and that the conclusion

indicated that the house of the future, by using new materials

Contemporary discussions have

of hostilities will offer an opportunity unprecedented in the

and modern appliances, can be infinitely better than anything

annals of architectural history for a major splurge of physical

which exists at the present time, and far-seeing men are already

reconstruction. They have rejoiced ·equally over Paternoster

aware of the fact that the maximum advantage from such

Row and Bermondsey, and as I walked a little sadly through

modern houses can only be obtained by the average individual

remembered streets in London last year, I thought I detected in

if whole cor.1munities, with their conveniences of parks and

the eye of my architectural companion a fire of enthusiasm

roads, are planned as a unit .

which was not there during the years before this war began.
Although he did not, so far as I know, actually pray for more
air raids and block busters of greater potentiality than any yet
known, he was appreciative of the small extent to which science
had been applied in the last three years to the solution of architectural problems.

Those visions of community planning, both urban and rural,
are splendid. I want to take advantage of this occasion to offer
to Canadian arch itects my sincere congratulations on the work
that many members of your brotherhood have carried on per sistently and patiently through the years that lie behind us.
Out of that work definite conceptions are now emerging, and

Frankly, I do not begrudge that enthusiasm. The record that

many individuals who are not themselves architects are eager

has been written in brick and stone by the construction industry

to co-operate in the work that you have begun . That is no small

150 years is one to make any

accomplishment, but the time has now come when we must

of Great Britain during the past

sensitive person shudder. The grim backs of the houses that

undertake the task of realizing in practice the fruits of these

border the railway line from Southampton to the capital, the

dreams and discussions .

congested areas of slum dwellings in most industrial cities, and
the deterioration to semi-slum boarding houses of buildings
that once deserved a higher tribute, has depressed successive
generations of men and women. Even in the matter of schools
and other public buildings, the phrase "cheap and nasty" which
was applied by the aesthetes to the products of the industrial
revolution would be equally applicable.

We have learned

slowly, and at great costs, that houses of the kind provided by
speculative builders during the days of our grandfathers are
as bad for public health as they are for the cultivation of the
human spirit. Even though Charles Dickens may have splendidly
survived the grim environment which poverty dictated a century
ago, no sane man would suggest that he was better for that
experience, or that the children of future generations should be
subjected to it.

That, I think, is preeminently the responsibility of the architectural profession, in the planning of policies by means of
which this Dominion can adequately solve the problems that
it will confront during the period of reconstruction. Several of
your members are participating in the work of the special SubCommittee on Housing and Community Planning which has
been set up by the Advisory Committee on Reconstruction and
is now sitting in Ottawa under the Chairmanship of Professor
Curtis of Queen 's University, and all of you, I am sure, realize
that if Canada is to be in a position to undertake housing and
other construction developments after the war, careful and
accurate plans must be developed with no loss of time . It has
frequently been pointed out that construction policies of this
kind are important for economic as well as social reasons. The
activity of the construction industry can provide jobs for some

The architects of Canada seem to be fired with a spark of

of those who seek gainful employment during the immediate

the British spirit, even though this Dominion has fortunately

post-war period, providing that projects are available for im-

been preserved from physical devastation up to the present

mediate action . It ·will be too late on the morrow of victory

time. You· recognize, if I judge aright, a comparative misfor-

for us to sit down and begin the task of writing detailed specifi-

tune, in that none of the Canadian cities have yet been levelled

cations for projects of this kind, since the immediate post-war

by the war, but are eager, as soon as war has finished, to wipe

period will in many ways constitute as great an emergency as

out much that is unsatisfactory from one end of this Dominion

the mobilization period which occupied the first two years of

to the other, in order that you may rebuild effectively the cities

war. During that emergency, Canada must be in a position to

and communities of which you have long been dreaming.

act promptly in regard to many phases of the reconstruction

By

and large, conditions in many parts of Canada have not in the

programme, so that it is of vital importance to the future of

past been noticeably better than those in Great Britain, from

community planning that all of us in this present moment should

the viewpoint of an architect. Some of our public buildings are

be eagerly at work on the detailed problems which are closest

magnific.ent, but there are many which constitute an eyesore.

to us . I recognize that this suggestion reverses the routine of the
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arch itectural profession. In normal times it is customary for the
arc hitect to wait until he has been commissioned by some indi vid ual or group able to finance new construction ; but in present
circumstances I am calling upon you individually and as a group
to un dertake responsibilities for investigation and planning
long before there is any question of formal professional com mtssto ns. Each of us, no matter what his calling, is equally
interested in the future of Canada, and all must work generously, and without thought of immediate reward .
In this regard, I shou·ld also like to offer what seems to me a
word of necessary caution . Many discussions of community
plan ning to which I have listened during recent months seem
to have been conducted on the assumption that a bottomless
Treasury of the Dominion Government can be called upon to
foot all of the costs. That is a pleasant, but, to my mind, fallacious, assumption. The Treasury of the Dominion Government
contains no money excepting that which is taken out of the
poc kets of individual taxpayers, together with that which those
sa me taxpayers have lent to the Government by purchasing
gove rnment securities. To advocate complete Government
res ponsibility for community planning, and all other aspects of
reconstruction, is simply to suggest that a group of parliamen taria ns and civil servants is able to spend our money for us
bette r than we know how to spend it ourselves-which is to me
an utterly untenable assumption . It cuts at the root of all the
tra di tions on which our Western civilization has been developed. It denies the value of personal responsibility and indi vidual in itiative, just as effectively as the doctrines of National
Social ism in Germany have denied it . The Nazis have, unquestio na bly, built splendid houses and constructed magnificent
roa ds from one end of their country to the other: these accomplishments, in fact, were held up to us before the war as the
virt ues of the Nazi form of Government. But we have gradually
come to realize the terrific cost to the German people, and even
to th e whole world, of these modest benefits.
Important as community planning is to Canada, it would be
dea rly purchased by the sacrifice of our way of lif.e. The practica l task that confronts us is not that of drawing up elaborate
programmes which can be thrown into the lap of the Dominion
Government. We must think , instead, about the traditional
Ca nadian pattern of economic activity, under which the greater
pa rt of housing and other construction projects have been carried out by private individuals, by business enterprises, or by
local author ities. Community planning, in fact, under our constitutional system, is the sole responsibility of cities and provinces: the Dominion Government has no legal right to impose
suc h plans or to interfere in any way with the plans that a
community has already developed . The Dominion Government,
naturally, has direct responsibility for constru·ction projects
within its own field of responsibility, and may perhaps, after
th e war, expand somewhat the extent of the work which it
un dertakes; but it is one among many parties whose agreement
is required for the effective attainment of the plans now projected . Architects, together with national , provincial and local
authorities, as well as individuals and business concerns interested in new construction, constitute a group which must work
co-operatively for the attainment of the common goal. No
si ngle party in this group can predominate, since each has an

important and necessary contribution to make . Indeed, I am
inclined to think that the aggregate expenditure on construction activities from private individuals, bu·siness enterprises and
provincial governments will exceed substantially the aggregate
expenditures by the Dominion Government.
This problem of finance raises a question that is even more
pervasive than the accounting entries in a ledger. Some of you
may remember that Mr. H. G . Wells, returning to London during
the bl itz after a visit to the United States, pointed out that
Americans were much more interested in success than in stained
glass, and deprecated pontifically the extent to which British
writers were mourning the destruction of splendid buildings
and historic landmarks . I do not know whether Mr. Wells
appraised American public opinion accurately, but his judgment, which seems so splendidly objective, is potentially dangerous .
Although we have learned many things which we did not
appreciate in 1939, human nature, at the end of this war, will
have much still in common with people 's thoughts and feelings
during the quieter years before hostilities began. We have not
yet reached a millennial frame of mind, through which men and
women have attained perfection; and, to be perfectly frank, I
am not greatly impressed with the advance publicity for the
millennium which has appeared in the pages of its most vocal
prophets. Neither the brave new world of Mr. Aldous Huxley,
nor the shape of things to come as Mr . Wells foresees them,
makes me wish for a life that would extend into that, I hope,
distant day, when their prophecies have been fulfilled. Strangely enough, most of our prophets seem to look backwards in
terms of human philosophy, even when they appear to be
peering into the dim, future mists of laboratory science.
This war is refining in the furnace some of the fundamental
traditions and ideals of the human race, and those ideals are
not utilitarian . In the community planning of the future , as in
the wider realms of all social planning, we must remember the
traditional values enshrined in the institutions of home, s.::hool,
and church .

It is difficult, in the English language, to express

intangible ideas, and many of you who have seen at close
quarters the splendid reaction of very ordinary men and women
to the challenge of this war, hove felt the impossibility of
expressing in a phrase the high nobility of character revealed .
I think that Mr. Wells would include most of these intangibles
under his categoric definition of "stained gloss"-

the things

which are not easily weighed on the scales in economic reckoning, and the qualities which, although they make a man , do
not make an automaton which fits smoothly into the mechanistic
society of the scientific millennium .
If community planning is to satisfy the souls of men, as well
as the dreams of aesthetes, it must take continuous account of
these habits and traditions. It must recover for us the reality of
home influences in moulding character, ar.d of church and
school in shaping the further development of human life . If the
things which Mr . Wells discards as "stained glass" are not the
fundamental verities of Western civilization, I do not know for
what we are fighting .
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ALBERTA
The Province of Alberta and in particu lar the city and district of Edmonton have, during the past winter, been beset by
a sea of troubles. The weather has been the most severe since
1906. During November a twenty-inch snowfall smothere,d the
street railway lines and citizens had to tramp into town and
back through deep trodden channels in single file . Later a gas
ma in broke . The majority of residences are heated by gas
furnaces . The outlook appeared bleak, with temperatures far
below zero . The break was detected and located in a matter
of minutes and repaired in a few hours. Next, a coal shortage was threatened owing partly to lack of miners but more
perhaps because country roads were blocked with snow. The
city services and the local coal dealers rose to the occasion
supplying small quantities to necessitous cases, tiding over
the period of urgency. On February 9th a thirty-inch wate r
main broke where pressure was high and the whole city was
without water for more than four hours. The break was on the
low flat lands near the water supply tanks and the power
house. Forty or fifty small houses had their cellars flooded and
their furnaces extinguished . Digging out a score or more of
valves from deep snow at forty below zero the city engineer's
department switched on a full supply from a lternative branches
and set to work to repa ir the broken main . Meanwhile an area
of three or four blocks was thoroughly flooded with water which
quickly became ice . Steam heated buildings had to extinguish
their furnaces . Schools were closed for the day.
All through the winter fresh arrivals of people, largely personnel of American firms working on contracts over many
thousands of miles of the northland, have been pouring into
the city. It is estimated that from this cause the population has
been increased by ten per cent. Offices are at a premium,
alterations have been made, storeys added and new buildings
e rected, whole institutional buildings have been taken over.
The need for more housing has been acute. Not more than
$500.00 has been permitted for new house building whilst
building materials have been pre-empted for other purposes.
Many of the Americans have brought their wives and families .
The presence of these is welcome but house room is a real problem . Themselves squeezed they squeeze also the city people .
Incidentally their children have been having t he time of the ir
lives revelling in the snow and enjoying the school life. It is
now said that wives and children not specially employed are
to be ordered to return to their homes in the United States.
Some have given up these homes. They have our sympathy;
but what can we do? Wartime Housing are understood to be
prepared to offer some assistance . Amidst these troubles are
we downhearted? No, sirs. When those men at the front return
they will find here homes fit for heroes. We have great attractions to offer to heroes.
- Cecil S . Burgess.
ONTARIO
So far as d iscussion is concerned, Post-War Housing really
came into its own at the Annual Meeting of the O.A.A. , held
in Toronto on February 27th. The entire afternoon was given
ov.e r to a round-table conference on the subject, at which so
many different points of view were presented that it is quite
impossible to give any adequate summary in the space ava ilable. That there was nothing one-sided or cut-and-dried about
the affair is evident from the list of invited speakers, which
included one Member of Parliament, (Mr. Rodney Adamson) ;
a member of the Ontario civil service, (Mr . A. J. B. Gray, Deputy
Minister of Municipal Affairs) ; a city Alderman, (Rev. C. J.
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Frank); and a representative of Labour, (Mr. Alfred Ward).
Miss Catherine Bauer, author of "Modern Housing ", held a
watching brief for the technical experts and did a great deal to
give order and perspective to what might otherwise have
become a rather chaotic presentation .
In the evening, members and guests numbering about one
hundred and fifty, gathered at the Toronto Club for dinner .
Miss Bauer was the guest speaker, and her address covered
the whole field of housing for low-income groups, from initial
promotion to final administration , in a manner that was as
lively and entertaining as it was comprehensive. She outlined
the methods by which such projects are carried out in the
United States, offering suggestions for adapting them to our
own needs and circumstances, and for avoiding the pitfalls
which their experience has revealed . In confessing that the
work done so far has not always been as satisfactory-from
the point of view of aesthetics-as it might be, she urged the
architects to insist upon a much greater degree of freedom,
so far as design and site planning are concerned . Miss Bauer
is not over-impressed by prefabrication , and she thinks that
too much emphasis can be placed upon low initial cost . She
believes, also, that when the needs of the low-income groups
have been met something will hav.e to be done for those unfortunate people whose earnings are a little highe r, but still not
high enough to place them in the market now catered to by the
speculative builder. It is safe to say that only an enthusiastand an enthusiast with a sense of humour-could have handl.e d
the subject as she did.
- Gladstone Evans.

QUEBEC
Another R.A.I.C. Annua l Meeting (in Montreal ) has come
and gone. J. Roxburgh Smith , F.R.A .I.C., has already reported
it, informally, in the Thursday column of The Daily Commercial
News, and in due course some one else may write a digest of
the proceedings for those who could not come.
In the meantime it is tempting to note a few of our impressions. Thanks to the dynamic energy of our president, Gordon
Mel. Pitts, assisted by the local committee, a full schedule went
through like clock work and a lot of official business was completed. The working committee members put in three full days,
and as far as we know nobody collapsed, though the president
had tired rings under his eyes by Saturday night. Bert Hazelgrove didn 't feel so "good" either but, as registrar, attended
to his duties at the convocation of Fellows with his customary
efficiency.
The informal dinner, Friday evening, was a pleasantly
crowded genial occasion , with good food , good addresses, and
to finish off, mystifying feats of magic by the versatile chairman , Andrew Cobb. Aime Cousineau, the Director of the City
Planning Department, spoke of organization , duties, and aims
of his department, and L. B. Anderson, professor of design of
the School of Architecture of Massachusetts Institute of Technology, gave a resume of city planning courses in some American universities.
At the formal dinner, Saturday even ing, the chief speaker,
Principal James of McGill University, spoke on that most timely
of all subjects, Post War Reconstruction . The President of the
Institute, Gord on Mel . Pitts, presided at a long head table,
filled with notable guests and ladies, and in the course of his
duties presented certificates to the newly-created Fellows of the
Institute: Eric E. Temple, F.R.I.B.A .; B. H. Wright, B.A.Sc.; H. A.
Richards, B.Arch.; David Shennan ; Lieut. Commander A. T. G .
Durnford, B.Arch ., A.R.I.B .A.; Raoul Chenevert of Quebec .
J o urn al , Royal Arehiteetura l In stitute of Cana da , March, 1943

While the general meeting fulfilled, in form, its legal functio ns as outlined in the by-laws, it failed to bring out discussion
of live professional problems to a degree that one would expect
a t such a meeting . There was but one subj.e ct brought up under
"New Business", and this was incompletely debated by a mere
ha ndful of those present. When architects from all parts of
Canada meet only once a year, no such golden opportunity
for free interchange of ideas should be missed. There must be a
lot of thinking going on in the profession. Let's hear about it.
The pages of your Journal are open for constructive criticism
a nd suggestion .
-Harold Lawson.

Architectural Review for February you can learn about old
English pennies and ha 'pence.
Pencil Points has a cultural bit, but for culture see under
Country Life again, remembering to read, of course, all you
can about the Helicopter in the Atlantic Monthly, etc., which
is about to alter all our models of living and architecture .

OBITUARY
DR. A . H. HARKNESS

THE PERIODICALS SHELF
By ANTHONY ADAMSON
Owing to the premature efficiency with which this Journal
goes to press and the languorous attitude of columnists, the
reader or readers of this column last month faced deprivation .
We have therefore this month to present a double bill.
The January Record and Pencil Points give great coverage
to the Architecture of Brazil-and the Architecture of Brazil is
really something . The February Forum followed with, I presume,
some form of a scoop with the Ministry of Education and Health
a t Rio. This bu·ilding is so remarkable that its illustrations should
be seen. The open ground floor plan is a unique thing and
unlike much in the elevations is entirely applicable to Canada's
cli mate . If you have not seen it you should. Of other remarka ble buildings being shown these last two months is, of course,
the Pentagon building at Washington . It is the Largest Ever.
If the corridors were placed end to end they wou·ld, no doubt,
reach plumb to hell, but as actually constru·c ted in four con centric wings they never stop, the effect being however, quite
similar. The plan is best illustrated in the January Record. The
T.V. A. Trailer House is shown again in the February Record,
a s contrast possibly, but it is worth noting .
Pencil Points for February goes in for colour again after a
la pse of some time and does it very agreeably. They have 42
pa ges on shop fronts, shop plans, shop interiors (ditto for
sh oppers) . It is all excellent. These shops are echoed in the
Fe bruary Record, though not as well, with the results of a
Beaux Arts shop front competition.

As for technical articles the series on Prefabrication in the
Forum reaches with the February number lap 3 (concrete).
Previous laps were origins and ideas. They are good. In the
February Record is a really excellent article on "Equipment
fo r Factories", 13 pages in length, reported by the technical
specialists of Albert Kahn Assoc. Architects and Engineers than
whom none could say better.
As for articles of general architectural interest, the R.I.B.A.
Jo urnal for December has an excellent description of "the
Architect's Part in Municipal Affairs" with the remark "architects
ca nnot afford to ignore politics". It applies to us. Then in the
Ja nuary Record is a very easily read article by Prof. Hudnut
ca lled "Art in Housing ". Any architect who is puckered by the
aesthetic problems of modern architecture and planning should
rea d it. It is prettily illustrated . There is also in this same number
two articles on commun ity planning, one a good account of
Wi llow Run and the other an account of plann ing the post-war
community. All who are becoming housing experts and town
pl a nners should read both these two and Hudnut, and it would
not hurt them to read "Four Viewpoints on Architecture and
Pla nning " in the February Pencil Points .
As for articles on happy culture promoting subjects there
a re few this month. For two shillings and sixpence in The

The many friends of Dr. Andrew H. Harkness were saddened
by the news of his sudden death on the 23rd of February at the
age of seventy. One of the outstanding structural engineers of
Canada he was a member of the firm of Ha rkness and Hertzberg, Toronto. The structural work on many of Canada's most
noted buildings was designed by his firm . Among them, in
Toronto, were the Canadian Bank of Commerce, the C.P.R.
Building, the Canada Life Building, Toronto Western Hospital ,
the east block of the Parliament Buildings, Queen 's Park, and
he designed the structural features of the Parliament Buildings
at Ottawa.
The structural work on two of the largest buildings in Montreal, the Sun Life Building and the Canadian Bank of Commerce, was designed by his firm. In Winnipeg, he was responsible for the structural work of the Confederation Life Building
and the Canadian Bank of Commerce, and in Halifax, the
General Hospital.
In 1935 the Sir John Kennedy medal, the highest honour the
Engineering Institute of Canada can bestow, was granted to
him in recognition of outstanding merit in his profession . In
1937 he was honoured with the degree of Doctor of Engineering by the University of Toronto. He was past vice-president
of the Engineering Institute of Canada and past president of
the Association of Professional Engineers of Ontario.
A number of Toronto architects recall classes in structural
design and graphic statics organized some forty years ago
with Dr. Harkness as instructor. These classes were held under
the auspices of the Ontario Association of Architects affiliated
with the School of Practical Science.
Extremes met in the character of Dr. Harkness. His life-long
devotion to the science of structural engineering dealing with
hard, cold, concrete and steel contrasted strongly with his great
spare time hobby, his garden , where he revelled in the cultivation of flowers with their delicate fragrance and beauty.
-A . H. Gregg .

CORKBOARD NOW AVAILABLE
FOR ALL PURPOSES
A recent amendment to the Government ruling which for merly limited the use of Corkboard to installations necessary
for the preservation of essential foods, now provides for its
unrestricted use for all purposes for wh ich it was formerly
employed . There is no doubt that this news will be well received
by those builders, contractors and others who, owing to the
past restrictions, have been obliged to make use of substitutes
of less efficient nature . Reports show that stocks in hand are
adequate for all reasonable demands and we can now look
forward to seeing Corkboard once more figuring in all the
major specifications covering insulation requirements.
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THIS

Point
IS IMPORTANT
"It's your point" says the
badminton player to he r
opponent. And "it's your
point" when you select the
new Microtomic Van Dyke
Drawing Pencils with
HI-DENSITY Lead. It
will suit you to perfection
because it's different and
better than any drawing
pencil you've ever used.
There's less sm udging alterations are more easily
effected. Lines are uniformly opaque and therefore more ~harp ly white
when blue-printed. All
grades-consistently accurate. Ask for Van Dyke
Drawing Pencils by name.

While you, as an architect, are
gathering data and preparing plans
for future construction, Sheldons are
paralleling your work-so that Sheldon air equipment will meet your
every need.
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EQUIPMENT-

TORONTO: 1221 BAY ST.
MONTREAL: 738 NOTRE DAME WEST
Representatives: Halifax, Kirkland lake, Winnipeg , Edmonton, Vancouver
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Less than a year and a half ago there was
no window glass manufactured anywhere
in Canada. The Germans had over-run the
continent and Canada could import only
a part of the tre mendous amounts of
~lass needed for her war time construction
program. Into this gap stepped the skill
and ingenuity of the Canadian workmen
and today th e leaf and beaver trade-mark
of Canadian-made high quality window
;;lass is on many of the shipping cases
being unloaded at government construelion projecl~ from coast to coast.
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