
A Note from the Editor 

1989 marks the 15th anniversary of the Society for the Study of 
Architecture in Canada. Some consideration was given to celebrating 
this milestone by reprinting a selection of the best papers published in 
the Bulletin during the past decade-and-a-half. But, as one member 
pointed out, continuing to publish new research is perhaps the more 
appropriate method of celebrating our longevity; bringing our mem­
bers' new and important research to the fore has, after all, kept the 
SSAC alive and vital while so many other publishing initiatives in 
Canadian architecture perished. 

So, while it's (appropriately) in with the new, a closet historian like 
me can't entirely ignore past accomplishments. To that end, I will print 
a cumulative index of the Bulletin, 1980-1989, in December of this 
year. This, then, will stand as my small acknowledgment of the writers 
who, often by breaking new ground, have put Canadian architecture 
into context and perspective for the benefit of us all. 

This issue of the Bulletin features articles by Leslie Maitland, 
Wayde Brown, and Mark Fram and Jean Simonton. Leslie Maitland 
explores a building type once relatively common on the Canadian 
landscape, but now relegated to the memories of those approaching 
retirement age. Tuberculosis sanatoria appeared for the first time in 
Canada in 1897, fifteen years after the discovery of the disease's cause. 
Many new or revised architectural concepts were brought to play in 
the design of these sanatoria: non-absorbent, scrubbable surfaces, 
enamel paints, linoleum and terrazzo, glazed tiles, recessed door and 
window mouldings. 

The TB "sans" performed workmanlike duties during the after­
math of World War I. Construction oftuberculosis hospitals continued 
throughout the 1920s, 30s, 40s, and even into the 1950s, based on the 
principles developed in the two decades before 1917. Antibiotics 
developed in the 1940s finally rendered the sans largely unnecessary, 
and one by one they were closed or put to other uses. 

Wayde Brown explores the impact the emergence of the "great 
epoch" of twentieth-century architecture had on one of the most 
prominent architects to practice in Atlantic Canada, Leslie Fairn. Fairn 
was born into the architectural world of Victorian revivalism and 
tradition, and died in the new architectural world of functionalism. He 
never quite caught the spirit of the new architecture, though not for 
lack of trying. He resigned himself to the fact that "we're living in a 
changing world and we have to go along with it." 

While his architecture may have had little new to say in its time, 
the public's disqualification of the international style may yet cast his 
buildings in a more favourable light. Fairn's preoccupation with clas­
sical language, vernacular forms, and local craft skills strikes a sym­
pathetic chord with architects who today are looking for a new 
architecture that acknowledges place and memory and celebrates the 
craft of architecture. 

Fram and Simonton's notes for their chapter on public buildings 
in Building Canada: A History of Public Works summarize the specific 

Note do redacteur 

1989 marque le 15e anniversaire de Ia Soci~t~ pour l'~tude de 
l'architecture au Canada. On avait pens~, pour rel~brer cet ~v~ne­
ment, de r~imprimer une s~lection des meilleurs articles publi~s dans 
leBulletin au cours des quinze dernieres ann~es. Mais comme le faisait 
remarquer un membre, Ia meilleure faiSOn de rel~brer notre long~vit~ 
est peut-etre de continuer a publier de nouvelles recherches; apres 
tout, c'est en faisant connaitre les recherches importantes de ses 
membres que Ia SEAC a surv~cut alors que tant d'autres initiatives de 
publication en architecture canadienne ont ~ri. 

Bien qu'il soit appropri~ de faire place au neuf, un historien 
anonyme comme moi ne peut pas completement ignorer les r~ali­
sations du pa~. C'est pourquoi j'imprimerai en d~cembre de cette 
ann~e un index cumulatif de tous les num~ros du Bulletin, de 1980-
1989. Ce sera rna faiSOn de remercier les redacteurs qui, en brisant Ia 
glace, ont plare l'architecture canadienne en contexte et en perspective 
pour notre ~n~fice a tous. 

Le Bulletin de ce mois-ci vous offre des articles de Leslie Mailland, 
Wayde Brown et Mark Fram et Jean Simonton. Leslie Maitland ~tudie 
un type d'~difice autrefois assez commun dans le paysage canadien, 
mais d~sormais rel~gu~ a Ia m~moire de ceux qui approche I' age de Ia 
retraite. Les sanatoriums ont fait leur premiere apparition au Canada 
en 1897, soit quinze ansa pres Ia d~couverte des causes de Ia tubercu­
lose. De nombreux concepts architecturaux modernes ou r~vis~s ont 
jou~ un r61e dans Ia conception de ces sanatoriums: surfaces non 
absorbantes et lavables, peinture laqu~e, linol~um et sol de mosaique, 
tuiles verniss~es, moulures de partes et fenetres renfonrees. 

Les "sanas" furent largement utilis~s a Ia suite de Ia Premiere 
Guerre Mondiale. La construction d'h6pitaux consacr~s au traitement 
de Ia tuberculose s'est poursuivie durant lesann~es 20, 30, 40 et meme 
durant les ann~es 50, toujours seton les principes d~velop~s durant 
les vingt ann~es pr~redant 1917. Les antibiotiques d~velop~s dans les 
ann~es 40 ont finalement lai~ les sanas sans grande uti lit~ et its furent 
un par un ferm~s ou utilis~s a d'autres fins. 

I.:arriv~e de Ia "grande ~poque" de l'architecture du zoe siecle a 
influenre un des architectes les plus importants des provinces de 
I' Atlantique, Leslie Fairn. Wayde Brown ~tudie cet impact. L. Fairn est 
n~ dans le monde architectural de Ia reviviscence et de Ia tradition 
victorienne et est mort dans le nouveau monde architectural du 
fonctionnalisme. II a essaye de comprendre l'essence de Ia nouvelle 
architecture, sans jamais vraiment y parvenir. II s'est r~sign~ au fait 
que "nous vivons dans un monde changeant et que nous devons aller 
de l'avant avec lui". 

Bien que son architecture ne disait vraiment rien de neuf a son 
~poque, Ia disqualification du style international par le public pr~sente 
aujourd'hui ses ~difices sous un jour plus favorable. L. Fairn ~tait 
pr~occu~ par le langage classique, les formes vernaculaires et l'arti­
sanat local, ce qui le rapproche des architectes d'aujourd'hui a Ia 
recherche d'une nouvelle architecture qui reconnait son emplacement 
et le souvenir qu'il rappelle, et qui relebre l'art de l'architecture. 

Les annotations de M. Fram et J. Simonton pour leur chapitre sur 
les ~difices publics dans le livre Batir un pays : Histoire des travaux 
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and general research undertaken in Canada on this topic. There is no 
lack of material on the topic, though there is no comprehensive study 
of public architecture. This is perhaps not surprising, considering the 
wide variety of types that "public buildings" may include. 

Historic Sites and Monuments Board (HSMB) research papers 
prove to contain excellent background information on various specific 
building types. So, too, do Canadian Inventory of Historic Building 
research papers, though seldom with the broader contextual informa­
tion of the HSMB papers. And, appropriately enough, considering my 
opening remarks on ground-breaking studies, the SSAC Bulletin 
figures well in research on specific buildings. 

As has been the case during the past fifteen years, the Bulletin 
editor owes a great deal to those who work behind the scenes putting 
each issue together. My thanks for this issue go to Christine Derouin 
and Sandra Stephens for word processing, and Dominique Michel for 
translation. 

Gordon Fulton 
Editor 

publics au Canada (voir aussi p. 23) resument les travaux de recherche 
specialisee et generale entrepris au Canada sur le sujet. II existe 
beaucoup de documentation sur !'architecture publique, bien qu'au­
cune etude exhaustive n'ait ete realisee. Ce n'est pas vraiment sur­
prenant, si on considere Ia grande variete de genres qui sont compris 
dans l'expression "edifices publics". 

Les travaux de recherches de Ia Commission des lieux et monu­
ments historiques {CLMH) contiennent beaucoup d'information de 
base sur differents types specifiques de biltiments. II en est de meme 
pour l'lnventaire des biltiments historiques du Canada, bien que tres 
peu d'articles scient aussi elabores que ceux de Ia CLMH. Quant au 
Bulletin de Ia SEAC, il rapporte lui-aussi des travaux de recherche sur 
des batiments specifiques. Cela va de pair avec les etudes innovatrices 
dont je parlais au debut. 

Depuis quinze ans, le redacteur du Bulletin doit beaucoup A ceux 
qui travaillent dans l'ombre pour preparer chaque numero. J'aimerais 
remercier ce mois-ci Christine Derouin et Sandra Stephens pour le 
traitement de texte et Dominique Michel pour Ia traduction. 

Gordon Fulton 
Redacteur 
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Mark Fram is an architectural consultant, designer, and planner. He holds professional and graduate degrees in architecture and geography from the University of Toronto, 
and is a director of the Association of Heritage Consultants and president of the SSAC. 

Jean Simonton is a conservationist for the Ontario Ministry of Culture and Communications, where she is in charge of inventory, conservation, and management of the 
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