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PRESENTATION 

Le present numero d'Architecture Canada propose, une premie­
re fois, un ensemble de textes illustres en couleur. Les articles 

soumis et Ia qualite des illustrations qui les accompagnaient ont 
permis d'atteindre cet objectif que nous avions annonce !'an der­
nier. II ne s' agit pas tant ici de fa ire de I' edition couleur a tout 
prix, mais bien plus d'adapter notre revue a Ia sensibilite d'un 
lectorat de notre epoque. En meme temps, nous profitons de !'oc­
casion pour augmenter le tirage de Ia revue, ce qui permettra 
d'utiliser ce numero pour mieux faire connaftre Ia SEAC, ses ac­
tivites et ses membres. 

Ce numero rend hommage a nos collegues et amis qui ont 
re<;u le congres annuel de Ia SEAC en juin 2003 a St. John's, Terre­
Neuve. La plupart des textes de ce numero ont en effet fait !'ob­
jet de presentation a ce congres et plusieurs s'offrent aussi 
comme contribution a l'histoire de !'architecture de cette provin­
ce qui recele maints tresors encore trop peu connus. Le dossier 
des analyses est tout entier consacre a !'architecture neogothique 
canadienne. II s' ouvre sur une analyse de Peter Coffman qui pro­
pose une interpretation rafrafchissante du delirant Casa Lorna 
torontois; il s'agirait non pas d'un pastiche, d'une lubie de par­
venu inculte, mais bien d'un monument intentionnel qui partici­
pe a Ia reinvention du moyen age, dans Ia lignee du << Gothic 
Imagination >>, mouvement instigue au XVIII·· siecle et qui aurait 
encore eu des adeptes dans notre XX" siecle canadien. Puis, Mal­
colm Thurlby fait le point sur Ia contribution de J.J. McCarthy au 
developpement d'une architecture neogothique a Terre-Neuve. II 
retrace minutieusement I' origine formelle de I' eglise St. Patrick 
de St. John's a travers !'architecture medievale irlandaise. Enfin, 
Shirley Ann Brown analyse les magnifiques vitraux de Ia cathe­
drale St. John the Baptist, toujours a St. John's. Son texte rappel­
le, en Ia precisant, !'interpretation vivante de ces grandes 
verrieres qu'elle a livree in situ en juin dernier. 

Toujours en lien avec Terre-Neuve, le numero comprend 
aussi Ia conference-visite de Robert Mellin aux membres de Ia 
SEAC en juin dernier et le rapport de Rhona Goodspeed qui a 
mene a Ia designation de Port Union comme arrondissement his­
torique federal en 1998. 

Deux presentations de jeunes chercheures de l'UQAM occu­
pent Ia section devolue aux essais. France St-Jean s'attarde aux 
mecanismes de Ia patrimonialisation de !'episode des Patriotes et 
de l'ancrage identitaire dans le paysage construit, en prenant 
comme exemple le cas de << La maison nationale des Patriotes » 

de Saint-Denis-sur-Richelieu. Pour sa part, Isabelle Caron explo­
re l'univers de Ia carte postale pour poser des pistes de reflexion 
sur le role des representations dans Ia construction des identites 
urbaines, a Montreal. 

Nous sommes aussi particulierement heureux de publier 
dans ce numero Ia conference prononcee par Andre Corboz lors 
du congres de Quebec, tenu en juin 2001 ; comme ce chercheur 
de renommee internationale nous y a habitues, il s'agit d'une 
dissertation particulierement originale, autant par son theme que 
par son approche qui, cette fois, jette un regard nouveau sur le 
sens et Ia genese de Ia forme urbaine aux Etats-Unis, depuis l'e­
chelle de Ia grille territoriale jusqu'a des dimensions utopiques 
qui ne finissent pas d'etonner. 

Luc Noppen 
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PRESENTATION 

This issue of Architecture Canada offers, for the first time, a se­
ries of text with colour illustrations. The submitted papers as 

well as the quality of the illustrations have allowed us to reach 
this objective, which we had preannounced last year. Our goal 
is not to publish a colour edition at all costs, but rather to have 
our Journal in tune with our present-time readership. Simulta­
neously, we have taken this opportunity to increase the press 
run of the Journal, and accordingly use this issue to bring the 
SSAC, its activities, and members to the attention of a greater 
audience. 

This issue is a tribute to our colleagues and friends who 
hosted the SSAC's annual Congress last June in St. John's, New­
foundland. Most of the articles are based on papers presented at 
that Congress and several also constitute contributions to the his­
tory of Newfoundland's architecture, which conceals numerous 
treasures yet to be discovered. 

The analyses section in entirely dedicated to Canadian 
Neogothic architecture. It opens with Peter Coffman's analysis, 
which delivers a refreshing interpretation of the fascinating Casa 
Lorna in Toronto; according to him, it would not to be a "fake," 
a hare-brained idea of an uneducated arriviste, but rather an in­
tentional monument that participates to reinventing the Middle 
Ages, in the wake of the "Gothic Imagination" movement insti­
gated in the eighteenth century, which would seemingly still 
have followers into our own Canadian twentieth century. 

Then, Malcolm Thurlby sums up J.J. McCarthy's contribu­
tion to the development of Neogothic architecture in Newfound­
land. He meticulously reviews the formal origin of St. Patrick's 
Church in St. John's, through the study of Irish medieval archi­
tecture. Finally, Shirley Ann Brown analyzes the magnificent 
stained glass windows of St. John the Baptist's Cathedral, also in 
St. John's. Her article both reminds us of, and clarifies, her lively 
interpretation of these great windows that she had delivered in 
situ at the last June Congress. 

Again in relation with Newfoundland, we also present in 
this issue Robert Mellin's visiting conference to the members of 
the SSAC last June, as well as Rhona Goodspeed's report that led 
to the designation in 1998 of Port Union as a Federal Historic 
District. 

The essays section includes two papers of young UQAM re­
searchers. France St-Jean dwells on the patrimonialization mech­
anisms of the history of Patriots and of identity anchoring in the 
architectural landscape, with the case of the Patriot's national 
house in Saint-Denis-sur-Richelieu. Then, Isabelle Caron ex­
plores the universe of postcards in order to initiate the thinking 
process on the role of representations in the fabrication of Mon­
treal urban identities. 

Moreover, we are particularly proud to include in this issue 
Andre Corboz's contribution to the June 2001 Quebec Congress; 
true to his reputation, that world-known scientist's dissertation 
is particularly original, both in its theme as its approach that now 
looks differently at the significance and origin of the urban form 
in the United States, from the scale of the territorial grid to di­
mensional utopias that are unceasingly surprising. 

Luc Noppen 


