
THE SAGA OF A COALFIELD 
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T':!p~:';!~~~~~e &-::~:/!:':ft~-! =::: ~:! !:; 
ltrikeeven themoroealho\ier(l&tleru unu~un.l in a univf!l'llity 
"Hevio·w" di,tiugui•hed by its continuing flow of tthi]OI!Q jlhieal, 
hi;tnrit•al and tar-•ight.l>d politiral euntribution!; by Nllllinis-­
lleuee. of ml.'n 11.nd tl1ingi in Novu Sootia'~ p11.11t, aud by discrirn­
inAtinll' notlcee of currtmt Wlk' Uurn and Co!'Hldimw. Hut it 
Will nr.~t alwlly~ w in our !lel\-g:irt Province, where Knture'~ 
o•·n uni~ or a diaintegraling eout,.!inc reveals to th0!16 who 
lo\·~ the thore, u ?\ova Seotianli do, new llllC'lion~ of •"!a.n.h't 
era:.t'll'ith each l'«'nrreM Spring. 

In lookinc ov<'r the elder writen of Nova Sooti.., Gamer, 
Halihurton, Oawi!On, a11d the moreatrictly.cientifle wrili.ngllof 
lyelland l.ogan in the first ball of thenincteenthoontury, one 
if imrr-.1 by the breadth of their euhure, by their alm011t 
de\·otional and aeo<thetie attitude to fhe unfolding 'll'ondlll'll of 
•h~ tb~y knew a11 "natural philosophy"- • moat oompreben­
•il-e \.arm. 'fho te!ltll they had at their di~posal were-to our 
.. tereyoe---moo.grenndalso, to our thinking, iniiOOurat.oorhall­
fonnl'd. But th- men had 110mething we have !oat, or not 
~uirod. 'fhey had a ll('ftBC of wonder. They knew that in their 
d&y not the half had been told. The coneludin~: j)AI'agl'aph of 
dte lll'llt l'diUon of DIL.,.,"BOn'a Arod;an Gtologw. dated from Piet.ou 
izllb55, it a.n intim&tl'l revelation of thit attitude of reverenl 
~l.&lley: 

c;, -.T~t.,.t~:·o;:,i~t.~ .. ~..J~~~:;.,!t:~tm':.~y~:::t\!i: 
I!WmLm,.nt• nf n,. ("r,_,.,,;,.. ... ....,rlr. and to rtuieh them 111·ith no 
om.Uponi .. nol1hl'"pr.-.:iow.thins,:!!ofthetu1ball(lo/ t.heta.t.ing 
billt'"-and l>rn·. u in oth~• land,, t.b<»: who 111 an MrDOlOLl LWd 

~';d~~~'h~k1~~~.~ th~~~~~~iri::'~}:~~~:~~,.~~i~ ~~N ,t~l>: 
.,fll·-~~- .... d,.,..ur th<· ftnei .. nt ~-,.rld 111111 nnth<'Ullt1\ll111tnled. 

Why ia it that we, who inherit their !abort~, who lmvo at our 
di•r"~lmoreboobth~~,nwecanrxoad,arnuotiiOindividualand 
ori(inalinourthinkinl!:,havonottheiravidaen>~aofundiso.•overed 
ULiup. have not thfl humbleoesa that diRtingui&hN roally edueat­
edtn~r WethinklhegropiDg!lofourprociOOOiii!Ort~towardethe 
tnlh of tb.iJJgl u they 11.n1 wu a childi•h IWll-lli. Migh~ it not 
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Uet.hatiti~ we,.·holl,r(lnait-e booauseof our int{)lloctualspooinli­
znt.iont Perhaps also we make the mistake of thinking that 
thingstaughl, butnotpersonallydiscovercd,oonstitutelearning. 
But '1\-'e mu~t in fairnOSfl admit it is no longer possible for indivi­
duals,ordinaryindividualsthat.is,tocomJHll!!lmOrethanafrac­
tion ofth~ seience of our day. 

The 111.111 tw{'nty-flvo yc/U'S have addOO ~ignificantly to goo. 
logicalknowledgeoftheCQaJresonreesofNovaScotia,anditmay 
notbeamisstooondl!n5eforgeneralreading,andforPielonianl 
espocin.lly,11ome quite nQw t'Qneeptioru; of the origin of the coal 
deposits of Piot{)u County, llonceptiotlll bearing upon their pre­
sent economic value. 

The st.ory of the coal dcPQI!ita of Nova Seotia is primaril1 
that of &n ancient sea.whioh,somethingov(lr five hundred million 
years ago, streWhed from what iK uow New Bruruwick to New­
foundland. Gradually, R.Smoun\.tl.in-huildingmovements raised 
it.sfloor, thiascaretr{'ated,l{'avingbchindthesaltbedsofMala­
gash and Nappan, the lim&;tone and gypsums of Windsor aud 
Cape Brcton Island. 'fhe newly cmorgod ln..ud WR.S mostly water­
logged. dotted with vast nramps and sluggish meandering wator. 
way~. Tbemuddyilat.sofgro,.·ingriver-delta.sfringodtheemerg· 
ing shores as the sea retroated over north-f!Mtward. 

'rhere,whero the long 1troot !'00.!'11, h.!.th be<>u 
'l'heat>llne~~~~oftheeentr&lsell. 

Thiij wa.s how the Coal Age of K ova Sootia comruenc 
11 prepa.ration through long aoona of geological time on 
continental !!<:!lleofvasterdimensionslhanthelooalitie<~whe 
eoa.l-fonniog swamp~ l&ter flourished, died, were bll!'ied aud pr 
servedforoll!'use. Not only were theco=icbel('inningsv 
relatively to the later :wcumulation of coal-i!Oam~. but t.h 
extent of the conl-1100.1ru a~ fll'ilt laid down very greatly exe 
that which now remailll!. Probably not half the original depoi!i 
remain in thegrouud, the other half hav:ing boon r(lffiOved b 
oon~tant o.xpo..ure to wind &nd W<:'ather through 500 million ye 
preceding the coming of Man: 

•'Mo.n"- the d"-'t-in~d &im and ~rown 
Of Ood'8 ]JI'"Vi•ion. Re for whom 
The fol'l'Oltl! gr~w. Utc ~ldcr !!CM 
~1o,.-OO in and out, filling ~:V.rtl1'~ crwt 
With tren•uros. old, y~lnew. 
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Tbl!unr&\'tlliogoftheracord ofthl!depoe.it.ion of th11e0&1· 
..ans basmueh more than ~teieotifle and aeademi<1 inte.,.tfor our 
work+di\Y world. It we can by gradual aooumWation of data 
uwlappli,.,jthinkingreconstructonpaperthero~barea.lout­
liDeloftbeburiNieo&lawampeinMIQuenceofdeiM)!Iition,weare 
pided in our lloef.l'(!b for worbblo ooal-m~. Added to the in· 
fcrmation pinOO by &l'lual mining, we an~ guided in the aeareh 
for undisl"ovPrOO eoal deposih. \\'6 J~anJ not only where to look 
for eoal, but ahw to know whllre &etU'Cb would be uselllii!O. 

Suet'('l'ding to the mantle of Lyell, Daw!IOn, lfarthey, Logan, 
Poolto, Robb, t1etch(lf' and otben 11·ho bit by bit throu~~:h the 
7'&" developNI knowledflt' of the ooa1·6eld~ of ~o\·a Seotia, 
11 Dr. W~~olWr A. Bell of the Camu.lian GeoiQRical Survey, a 
)llaeootolo«ist who, O\'f'r a period of now approat>hing 2;:; yean, 
... broullhl knm..-ledge of the ~l't'lations of tho ~~eattered OOfl.l. 
leld•of )o.o\'a~otiaa.nd \;sw Bnm•wick w a pointof&ynthe~~i& 
ud undmtandability that for the lii'Bt time makl'll it ~iblo 
totub.tituVIJU:oeuracyfor•urmi~einreepocttoourcoa.lro~~Durce~~. 

D~pautl' data. kno11·l~ that WIUI purely local, app&!'On\ 
.lleoaaist'l!•dlll and mi!ICoooeptiOM, have now oome WiOther 
lllwn•011ioua ll)'tlthiiUJI. The part~ of the puule begin to fit. 
•to theother,anddi•do!lllthellTanddesign. 

To mortal~. who!lll ob!Hlrvance of a chnugin~r ~~a.rtb is 
'l!.ited to110 few 1!('11.>!008. and tbDIM'I of Jllruggle for aon·iva\, the 
'-rtb of ~~.,]~ea! time hu alwaya Mll'med unreal. and is not 
,.. urivl'!'loally beliew•d. Yet there ia no l't'Mnn to doubt, and 
6lre are \l'r)' i!ood l't'UOn~ to beli~ve. that if a 84lntiunt !.K-ing 
W~preMJnl to witn{'M and rooord ehanp in ~;arth'a 
~.they woul<l not have appaN!() more frequent or more 

t\7! i~~~~o;~:::nd~~~i~:ho~~~~:: t~:· mlaty~o~~: 
.. tasthetimerequiredforthegrowthandburialofonethi6k 

Th11re fll'>!"''me twenty·flve eoal-88&.ms in the Sydnlly 
,an(labout the lllme number in the Pictou Field. 

The ioml:'l!~~ndurin~t and thll lut age of eoal formation in 
Maritim('l is grouped by Dr. Bell as "PictQu Age". Thit 

Ulll' th~ nc~umull\ t ion of the great coal-field lying under the 
of 8ydney Hatbor nnd eJ:tending with 11 north.e~U~terly 

for an undetermined di~t.a.no:"e (probably not !eM than 2:i 
) I!Adl'l' the Cabot Strait towards ~ewfoundland. The 

a~~dnowdetiLI'hedeool-fillldRatlm·ern-.\line~~andat 
we of eama a.ge, u u.ro the uxtraordinarily complicated 

11fPictouCounty. 
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Parli.J deecriptions or the Sydney oo.lll.eld htwe appeared 
in thi1 Rt:vn:w' in artieles dealing with the hi~t.orical and 
eoonomicphMellofooal-mining, witbslightrercrenoot.o J>iet.ou 
County. This it is now J)Ool>lible to enlN"ge, thanks to publication 
or a Memoir by Ur. Bell on the Pic tou ooal5(!1d.' Some oon­
cr u~iont of wider public intcreot OOaring on the future of thi11 
long-mined ooalll.eld ace now p<lllllible. 

Commencing about 1818and continuing to the present time, 
a period of 125 yl!anl. MJme H million t.ona of coal have 
been mined fro•n the Pictou ooalll.eld for sale. while in lhia 
period a much hu·ger t.onnage hM been left in the ground to 
BUpport the roof or hu bet>n made unmineable by mine tireB, 
orushod atrata and other conoomitanta of mining. 

With l1lllpeo'llo the future of ooal-mining in Nct.ou County 
u thia dcpenda Up•OD the coal remaining unmined, Dr. Sllll, who 
ia the penou m011t oompetcot M make the estimate, st&.tas: 

On a('t•uuutofthPut.n·mevariability hotbin thirkPP>IIIIlD!I 
qualit} of tlw eoal'l of th.io t<N.lfield 11ithin oh .. r~ d"'l.o.n""''• th"' 
orrikr ht•lirwA that ""litrllll•·• of ,...,rH• tonna~anf •<>rkabl 
roaJ would iu ou"'t in•t&lll'I.'•IM' 10 'ubit'<'l !<> ~·tTOr M to hM·~ !ittl 
ulue. 

l tillinitsclfarevcalinr.;oolmnontontheeomploxBtruct 
of the Piot<>u Coalfie!<l that, after 125yeanof mininganrl &«''D) 

panying exploration, 1uch an admi!I.Oion of the imprACticabiti tr 
of 011timating tonnaga in the ground Would ha.·e to be mad• 
Soma brief Mplanation of the reABI>nB for this may be att.oJDtlt 

The ooal-boaring ac~ of Pietou ('ounly ia very am 
roughly ll mi!011loug by 3 milQI! wide. Some twenty-five reco 
niuble -IWI of variable thickneM and quality are contained · 
lheroeksofthilltma\lquallrilateralarea. Kotonlyaretbe 
&eaml numl'rout 11.11d of gT('ftt height or thickne~~~, hut the roe 
lying in betwoon include highly earbouaeeouu. shale, ammwwh · 
ooally •ubst&.nceand, aat'lsewhl.'r~ noted. there are oil-cool& 
oil-t~h-.lllllintheStellactonarea. 'fbewbole.tratigraphieoolu 
it cubonaci'Ou•, gasoous Mld Jlroue to MpootanoouB combu~ion 

1'here1I"Ore l h~separatoei'IIJiofooa.ldtpollitionintbfiJ>ie 
coa.Ulcld. Tb.tl Hl'ams minM at W~J~~h·ille were depmrited fll"l! 
Th- aeartlll are underlain by the SQitB on which grew tl!e v 

l l&l> 1~ 1Tioo l'ai-~11108>'<1-Coo.l!ld~-Tbo<'..!ll<rr-r- ,_,,., (.---1-'lt-... , __ 
0 r.':..."""::~~"*.:::::::,.:.:LJiril !HO 
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atioo from which tbuy are lormed, "' ahown by the fouilized 
rootJeUI they oonta.i.n. When tbo W•tville dopo~~it had been 
bally a.ecumula.l.ed, it contained tome WO foot of ooal-!leam~. 
~a~~dstllne~ lUld ll.hale!!. Earth OlO\'emenU ~lowly tili.Od thi.11 
-bl~ in a northeN!.el"ly iodination. During thi1 long 
cln.tm-Out ··wuping'' of the ground and simultanoously there-­
with. t!I"Oiion rt:IDO\'ed a BOutb-eai!Wiy part of lbe deposit with 
iUeontainOO COAl-t~eam~. and new ooneurrent aocumulation of 
tedlml•otl!beganinthenortb-ea.~~terlydeprtl!llionrc.ultingfrom 
die down.,.·arping mentionOO. burying 1till dOO!I@r that part nf 
lbe We.~tville-=- carried do1l'Ov;arda and thCl'Oby prmerv{'(] 
t..!>Urw;e. 

Then supervened the a<::cumulation of the Albion 110am•, 
UIK!Ofthem!)lltremarkahleeonce.ntratiou•ofburiedvegetat ion 
bo11111. At itl ma.:<imum the deposit oonsilltl o f tome 1,.000 
t.tofBLrata oontaining•ixteeneoal-lllliaggreg&tingint.otal 
lilielmN~~over270fee-t. 

In the Albino IU"t'll, rootlet-bcaring ancient to il~ below the 
~&rtlabsent.Foail\eafandtrooimpre&aionllarerare. 
-b impre.ionft 1111 are found being of i110b.t«l torn frond.11, a 
1ri$0'-l to unquiet eondition~ of deposition. Layers of fb.h· 
..:1811 and the remairu of ~mall mud-loving •heU&b. 1'0!1emblinR: 
ov •hore mulllf(ll~ lllld \impetil, are &bundant. All thia indieatcs 
aiM origin or the Albion or Stellart.ou lll.'aillB M h<li ng driftul or 
Bihldn1:{'ta1.ion,aeeumulatingin..ealtorodb.k811joined\.oi~Qlher 
11J ril~l'!!. OO('upying de~WJ. in a water-logged uneven COWI­

..,.oide, ~ubj('('t to int-ermittent floodinJZS and ehango~ of l(l'OUnd 
11111 water le\·el~. There may at timee have been inbreakll from 
lftD& of th<o !!(!a cau~ing temporary brackishn-. 

thePf"('uliarityof "drift"depoo.it.aof the Ste\larton IYII& b 
npidlateral variation of thi('koeesaud quality of the coal-bed• 
ad•h•ftiug thi~kn61l~ofthe&trat.a between them. Thevegetah]Cl 
IWf·u from which the eoal iK derived seemK to havo been carried 
bJ water and rnftod into Joea\ '"•ink-holC!I''. The ooal-110a.1n~ 
.-!ting 111e thid,.t and beo<t in the 1'<-ntre of the hollow into 
.,P.b the v~tation ""'""" 1\omted. On the tring8 of the hoiiO"III'3 
wtby matter mingled with the drifted vegotation, aoeounting 
for han(l• uf dir~ lllld bigb-uh ecal 1111 found in mining now. 
Tbe e~an11 and the 1\n.ta eontaining them wero ther'&fore 
IOL'IUIIUiated in ll'nlll'e at dill"c,.,.nt levels. No other~-fteld in 
lfwtbA.rncricabuthCl "driftorigin"eharaeWristic•~ 
brtbeA\bion-.."te!lutoncoal~m•. 

The oil-altalOII or oil~oal o;oo,m~ found in the Pictou F'ield 
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appear to have originated in quiet mudd,y lagoons of long dur­
ation, fa\·oring the gTOwth of sheiiHsh. They were iuhahitated 
by fishllll 1"01't'mbling th~ survi,'RIH of our time with bony IIC&II!Ii, 
the pike and ~turgeon. ThC8e quiet ancient lagoons contained 
eolonie~~ofalgaofromwhieh eametheoil-11hales. 

Then, in its turn. the Albion-S tellarton act:'·umulation \I"RS 
tilted,thep~ofburialoft.henorth~~tcrlyportionandthe 
uplittingandei"O!ionofthetoutheasterlyportion-asinthe,.Me 
ofthe\\'Oit•·iltell.n!a-beingrepeated. Tboeuth movemcnl!l 
(•aused be11.vy fracturing of the rook~, involving once more the 
huried W~tvillo strata. Agsin to the nnrthoo.o t there ~uporve ne<.l 

a period of wiUe~~pread fore4-growth anU h1.ying (htwn of muds 
and sandl! thatCltlendi"U over both the l.mriOO Albioo-fltellarton 
rocks, ent"I'Qal'hing oven upon the !till more deetlly buriod WoM­
•iUo T()('k~. Thi1 time, howe,er.thert1 ll('('ms to have followed a 
more u5ual typo ofooal tort11ation. nnml'ly growth 1\lld hurial 
where they grew of wide><Jire&d area~ of the eo.rboniforou~ forest~. 
There are root let~ in the e~l-l!l'am undtrcl11y1 and a more ~Jar 
~beet-l i ke btodding of tht1 coal-seam~. This la><t dt>polition we 
know as the 'l'horbum lll'l'a. 1t appean to he th~o> l'l'trlains of 
lore!!l-I!Wtmp!l oxtcndingstill further to tho north-eruot, !)>reading 
hatk on~r !hA previou~ly d••JIOI!ited Albiou-.':UOJll:o.rton and Wsst­
ville depoo.its, more or ~~~ nu1.ntling and e01·ering them np. 
Once again 'cry ~~e•·ere and eomplieal.ed earth wo•·tments and 
fraeture~~ OCf'urred- ineludin~t the exp~~~~ure of the Xew Gluguw 
(.'onglomeraU> nowMo,..·inguthelongridlrl!ofF'nuter'll:\l onn­
tain. Theouteropping.-dgtJI!ofthnoldH,\lbionam\ttill older 
w,..tville etmta with thoir t'<)nlainOO. evnl-ll('atnM wertl ngaiu 
nibbled away by million~ of yelll'!l of oxpo~nre to wind and we~~ther. 
Last of all ('ame the mOl'~ reernt Tee .\1{(•. The f{laeier~~, 11·hiiP 
plAying only a very minor r6/e in el'fl'-.ioo, k.ft behind a mantle 
qfobtocuriog rock driffir that hllll hiddf'n lho 0031. out<'ropsBnd 
11ltered th~ droinage aud tnJ)()gTaphy of tlHl whole eountryRide, 
nddingtolhndifficulti~ofob.wnatinnoftheenginl'(•randgeolo­
R(st. Tht• n·~ult11nl anU present oonditlun of the thrl'i! o\·er­
ht.J>ping an>a,. of ooal d<']>l>~itiuu, ,.-hich the eotl-miue~ engineer 
now h1111 to attt-mpt to t>lutidntto and !:'Ope with. ia of cxtnl.­
ordino.ry t-omplHily. r.,-,. IE''<.tl()!{ist. howoV<"r skilled in hi~ lore, 
N•UIU have don" \'ery murh l<l rP,uhe thiA t"om plexity into •ome 
nrderof al?et>ffurmation unle"A hl'lulllfnr~tudy thokunwled!l"e 
<lf tbo undellfnlund ~tru~tul"'' di~lo,;~l by the Jabot>~ rmd 
rt·~n-heooofo<>~llto6vei?CU"ration~ot minel'll. 1'ht• I'E'C.'Ord they 
have left of earlier att~m],tt fome IUN'e •ful anU 80me not -
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lo pu~ together the Jli l!llM of thi11 veritable jigol!&w puule, the 
J,op of huodrod11 of boriugs into the etnlta, both vertical and 
ltomontal. and the gt"Mt !!Xpenditure of capital, all extc.nding 
D\'81' 125 yean, have made it pQIII!ible, for the lirl!t time, to tell 
lhilletory. 

One('()ndition, governin~ the formation of each of theooal­
leld.lol~ovaScotia.t>lH'fiPllhcStellarton!Mla.Ulb,maybeviaua.­
IlB! by anyone •·ho hag ob&lm·ed the gradu11l out..·ard ereeping 
Ill a ~pbagnum bojr upon it• margins spi"M(Iinl! ovl'l' outward11 
ud aJI'f(Nl(lhing upon the 1•oua!J'y~ide. So it WM with the coa.l­
n'll.mpl! and the &e<!i.men t~ tl111.t buriOO them. Tht muun1ain11 
..,...bmugllllnwnndiMcrool·tdpl"cesmndeUrlliflhl. ltsll<'onomic 
~uPOI"etoourdayisthatcoaliiC&msfonnodiotbebPginoi~ 
filth• Jwamp are u.•ually lllllai!Co~t in &l'f'& anti poorw.l in qua.lity. 
Alou it happen~ that alo~ the 1pn.adin~ ruargina of the waxing 
IQIOP the ooal-forminlt vfl(fll&tion is mod contaminatl'd with 
wthy matter, while in the CIJUtre or heart of the ~warnp the 
~ation a«umulated in pureo.t and l~t oont.aminated. form, 
IIIOitillft' in formation of «>al vi ~t quality. 

ThUll in ooal-depvsil.11 of !\ova Scotia type the coal-o~eam~ of 
a..t...,..an~theroOiltd!l('p]yburiodand thp,eofwidestextent 
•nNreltt.he anrface. 

Th~ Stellarton ~m~. a~ a oou..equenl"e ol llCCUiliUiation in 
Mp hullo11'S, &M! distinguished by quick \aternl variAtion~ in 
tllir~a.Hiqulllity.TheFonl ~m.forexa.ml'le.~han~witb· 
llallhortdU.tance fromover 30feetoftleflnooal l.ofl thiclmesa 
f1 0\'rr 50 leet of intenningled sheets ol ('()a] and shale, finally 
llltUingupn.ndflngeringoutintobal'l't'n &tmta. 

The whole Pietou ooa\lleld, a~ linJt noted, i~ ol small llteft.. 
e:J:Il!n•ivelyminedatanearlierdatetha.nanyother 

r(l&]fleld, the produetion tint exl!ill!ding 100.000 
1847. Ever ainee. ovM nearly allt'ntury, the 

hM ]J.e(on larger in pTOportion to tbe mineable 
thaninnnyotherpwdncialeoalarmr .. 
noted. the J"-'l'llistenco nf the coal-lltlama 11.11 

i~ mueh greater than their oontinuation as 

~";''.h~<h,"'koMoo~d m::kt~~=~~~~~ one alter 

lwreinmentionOO, not only were 

t.:~~:,"!,~!d'l!~ m':~~;lbnur::':: ,!!::~~'!ct-~~e::: ~U:~~:n~~~ 
ooal-fl(l&Illl of inferior QUillity. Mining at 

eYentuaUy runs out of good coal into poorer 
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llO&I. Al110 during the millenniums o( goologiea.ltimo throughou 
which erol!.ion wu continuous. not tho margina alone but th 
centralareM otthickooal-beda were expoeed and carried away 

The miner _,-ehing for thick ooal o( good quality naturall~ 
atttwkB the &earns where outeroJipings show these d~able oon 
ditionB, coinciding with a ~eetiun cut acrO!III the cleanQIIt an< 
thiekf!llt portions of the original deposit- much M one migh1 
alioothroughtbemiddleofaflateheesl.l. ).lining to depth ~~one 
aideWa)"l in !IOlllUI entered for milling under theBe oonditionJ 
neverl{t!tsintobett.er<loal than whert~fll"ljtminedatthe"gra.<~t 
rool.a". 

To the cyea or tho~~e wh011e enten1rise created the coal· 
mininginduBtryinPieklu<'ounty,thegreatthickn~. the good 
quality, IUld oa.y ~bility of tbo numero~Uooal-ma must 
hav11been m011tattractivo, 11lthouR'h thelimit.ed nature of the 
ooaldePQ~:itswuearly~.' 

To the engineel"llof our day who have inberit.ed a depleted 
estate and wba.e grea.tcr knowledge of the nature of the coal. 
deposita hall but revealed the enormous difficultiOii undec which 
future coal-mining mu~t be carried on. the pro$pcct is IOf!l 
alluring. 

Such dif'llcultiO!I ap~al to the profOB.~ional pride of mining 
men. They call for pitting of human ingunui~y and ooura~ 
againstnaturalforollll,ofancientoriginbutp~uteiToot, in a 
light for lil•elihood a.nd survival. Evury &id of Scieoce should 
be mad11 UIIO of. In thiB instanoo, the problem being -.ntially 
geologie11l, the pi"&Ctieal help of the goologist is of more 
than at'a.demie worth. It touchet intimately the ooonomie 
weltare or Nom Scotia and that of the people of Pietou County 
III!J«ially. 

<\nd if the dry details ot eoai-minina: geology and eeonomi01 
sbould'!l"eary.atloastwemnyNtillbepermittedBOmemoodof 
that IR'n!lll of wonder in which the forefath&l"ll of Xov"- Sootia 
viewedthechangingoreationwealsoha-·einherited. 
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