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tion and insecurity, of brutality, theft, starvation, kidnapping
and murder, discovered an infinitely powerful motive and
mothod, and an extraordinarily able leader. The motive is
double: to rid the land of the Nazis, their collaborators and all
their works; and to remake Yugoslavia into a country where
everybody will have the chance to develop to his fullest capaeity.
The method is the application of militant dem,

leader is Josip Brozovich, known to the world as Tito.

For a long time the West beliaved that Yugoslavia's smazing
resistance was due to General Drazha Mikhailovich, minister
of war in the Yugoslay government-in-exile. During the last
six months, however, the facts have begun to emerge in the pross,
and with them, the reasons for the false “build-up” of Mik-
lailovich.

To understand what has been going on, we have to take
a quick look at pre-war Yugoslavia. Since 1929 the country
had been a dictatorship with all the trimmings: an extremely
restricted franchise, u large, well-organized secret police, a
divide-and-rule technique which brewed discord and persecution
among national and religious groups, setting Serbian against
Croutian and Slovenian, setting Roman Catholic against, Greek
Orthodox.

There were other lines of cleavage. Yugoslavia is an

agricultural country, about 80 per cent of whose people are
peasants. There was a terrific gap between the poverty of the
peasants and the luxury of the small and corrupt ruling class.
The ruling elass—higher government officials, army officers,
clorgy, politicians, merchants—eared little about their welfaro:
in fact the peasants were referred to as “cattle without tails.”
But the upper class was not entircly its own master cither,
Foreign diplomatic pressures, foreign capital and interests,
twitehed a good many strings in Yugoslavia. A man couldn't
climb to the top unless he had the “right connections” at home
and abrond. And,in the seramble toward suceess, he had to
imitate the “right people”; he had to exploit his own country-
men. That was inevituble in the lifo of the pre-war Balkans.

There was another factor. Practically all the army officers
were Sorbians. So were most of the key men in government
and business. To these men, Serbia was the heart, the central
core, of Yugoslavia, To them, the country was only n “Greater
Serbia,” and they had little use for Croatians and Slovenians.
This “Greater Serhia” fantasy had a lot to do with the Mil
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of undue prejudice against Mikhailovich and partiality for the
Partisans. Rather tardily and with some reluctance, they have
recently admitted that, in the words of Mr. Churehill, “Of
oonm. the partisans of Marshal Tito are the only people who
any effective fighting against the Germans now.
’rlm “enow™ 1 tly misleadi ,ltuwllnvutvnyun
since Mikhailovich has done any effective fighting against the
Germans. Instead, and again in Mr. Churchill's words, “Some
of his commanders made accommodations with Italian and
German troops.” “Partisan activities upset his commanders
accommodations with the enemy. He endeavored to suppress
them,
his means that some of Mikhailovich's commanders
mlllbnnted with the Nazis and Faseists. They did so, for
one thing, to obtain weapons with which to “suppress” the
chailovieh has repeatedly opened battle against

, trying his best to wipe out what he called “‘the Communist
bandits.” The depth of the chasm separating him from his
people’s movement is marked by a famous Partisan story. In
October "41, before Tito's name was a household—and fox-hole
—word, the Partisan leader visited Mikhailovich twice, in an
attempt to inate their separate
is said to have thought him a Russian general and, when informed
of the truth some time later, to have exelaimed, “If I'd known
who he was, I would have shot the Red."

Moreover, it must be admitted that until lhe x\nnmr of
*43 neither the British Foreign Office, through wl
the dispatches released by the govemmenb—mmle nor the
British and American press, made any effort to correct that
view. Happily, of late the picture has changed. According to
British figures, Mikhailovieh’s forees now number between
6,000 and 15,000 men. They are almost completely inactive,
left alone in eertain mountain areas. Mikhailovich's star as
the heroic savior of his people fizzled ous in futility, fanaticism
and fratricide.

The course of the Partisan-Liberation movement is
more auspicious. It developed from the spontaneous guerrilla
resistance of the people who, when the country fell,
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of his statesmanship. Most important of all, however, he saw

the beginning that this is a people’s war, and he fought it
accordingly. This is the one point on which Tito is completely
uneompromising. To the rest of the world, perhaps his signal
achievement of long-range influence ix the demoustration that
Communists and non-Communists can work effectively together.

In May of ‘41, Tito, already badly wanted by Himmler,
who knew his record, made his way to a Belgrade flat, through
streets patrolled by Nazis with tommy-guns, to confer with
Dr. Ivan Ribar, widely known as a progressive member of the
Democratic p-ny and a few olhﬂf ludm A programme was
drawn up; seeret proelamations appeared on city walls.
The news began to spread. In Tt the Dariisans opened active
fighting.

Over the summer, as organization and military tactics
improved, more and more of the originally isolated guerrilla
hands came together to harry the Nazis on an inereasing scale.
Reprisals only sent more and more people in town and
mountain and forest, to join the Partisans. In August the
Supreme Command was reorganized to include all Yugoslavia.
By November of the following year, the movement had grown.
$0 strong that the Partisans created a regular army from the
previous loose guerrilla units. At the same time, an “‘Anti-
Fascist Assembly for the People's Liberation in Yugoslavia™
created executive and lnguhuva pmsdm for governing the-
liberated areas. In December '43, a formal proy govern-
ment was established, the !\luonll Counml of Liberation,
Of what might be ealled its cabinet, the National Committee
of Liberation, Tito is president. He is also Marshal of Yugo-
slavia, Supreme Commander of the National Liberation Army
and Partisan Detachments of Yugoslavia, and a Co ¥
in-Chief of the Allies. An Anglo-American mission, headed
by Brigadier-Gieneral Fitzroy H. R. MaeLean, has been with
Tito for several months. A Soviet mission of 22 officers, under.
Lieutenant-General Korneyeff, a well-known Russian Army.
commander, arrived early in March "44. There it a Yugoslay
mission in Cairo, assigned to the Allied headquarters for the
Middle East.

Tito’s military and political ideas are aptly summed up i
the l’m:un-l.lbmtmn Front slogan: *Death to Fascism.
Liberty to the People.” The Partisans didn’t wait for an Anglo-
American invasion: they went on the pnnolple “Hit the Nazi
‘wherever and whenever you find him.” is takes highly
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ﬂu die-hard supporters of the pre-war regime).
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of whom are company commanders. They dress
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pons
s with which to ward off German air attacks.
r anti-fank guns and a small number of tanks.
‘captured stock. The army is moderately well equipped
and small um- but very deficient in artillery. To

phnu. tanks, arms, food, medical supplies,

wear & mixed conglomeration of garments. What
possess have been eaptured or picked up some-
Ttalian, Ustashi, Hungarian, Bulgarian, pre-war
v, éven British battle dress. In this patched-up motley
fouch in common is the red five-pointed star in every
u same star, added to the old Yugoslay flag,
thgi which is flown with those of the various
take for grantod that the star is of Russian
it is probably true; but one Partisan fighter
that the Partisan star goes back to the
of 1845 against, Austrin and Hungary,

mmng star, Danica, “which is always red.
in the Partisan army, and no induetion
.inllnm. u 14 to 65. Recruits over 18 get two
tion before they are ready for action; under
for three weeks. Officers, however, are trained
in one of several military academies Tito has
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Casualties incapacitated for further fighting are assigned

wdowlrmkmtburhomevllhmartomurg-mum

itary Forces in the Rear.” Very tly,
thousand soldiers and eivilians have been sent for recuperation
to camps in the Middle East.

As a ruole, the Partisans eat twice a day. Food is very
searce—plenty of meat, but little bread and potatoes, no fats,
sugar or coffee. During some of the toughest moments, Tito
and his soldiers have subsisted on raw meat, leaves and grass.
Once an Allied officer with them had to live for 24 hours on
three apples. When food runs specially short, the men eat
first, then the officers, then the high ecommand.

On the march, in battle, und at rest, the Partisan armies
Blood-curdling songs about what they will do to the
songs of the future, about how they will rebuild Yugo-
<lavia; topieal songs like the one a year ago which ran “O
Chetniks, servants of the Ttalians, you eannot save the Italian
railroads from destruction.” They sing about Tito: “Comrade
Tito, O White Violet, the whole of our youth follows you.”
Their favorite is the old haunting Slavie air, “Hey, Slavs, in
vain the depth of hell threatens, O Slavs, you are still alive.”

Each Partisan brigade has its chaplains—Moslem, Jewish,
Orthodox, Catholic. The bearded patriarchs march and fight
with the troops. At one point during the German ‘“‘fifth
offensive’” Tito, his High Command, and four divisions were
completely encircled by seven German and five satellite divi-
sions. For a week the circle tightened. Then the Serbian priest,
Viadimir Zechevich (now minister of the interior), collected
600 wounded who were going to die anyway and smashed through
the Garmu\ lines. Perhaps this incident explains the Partisan
slogan: “A beard is worth a brigade.”"

Although the battalion is the basic fighting unit, the social
unit is the company. To each company, as well as to larger
and smaller units, is attached a political officer who
the metion movement as a whole, not any particular party.

preside at the weekly meeting of each company,

a ehich complaints are aired, political and military strategy

, and a thousand subjects discussed. Also, before and

b every battle, the company meets to engage in explanation,
suggestion, praise or criticism of that particular action.

‘The eultural edueation committee elected by each eompany
sees that everybody can read and write. prepares lectures,
distributes what books are available. Some companies have
their own monthly newspapers: there are battalion and division.

=i
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salent to Congress or the British Parliament.
ial Council elects a kind of Senate, at present
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the five mmupd national groups. The
president,

it all anti-fascist forces in. Yugmshvm Six

avin (he is a Serbian by nationality).
suffrage, Tito has instituted state
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There is also a state theatre whose actors go on tour in political
sketches as woll as other plays. The Liberation movement is
fighting ignorance as hard as Naszis. In school, press and
theatre, in the army, in village and town, people are learnin

by experience what unity and equality can be like, And they
learn fast. By this time the people of the Liberation Front
are politically mature. They know what faseism is and is not,
and what liberty is and is not. With eyes turned to the future,
they intend to make Yugoslavia a social, economic and politieal
democracy. They are prepared to cooperate, and perhaps to
federate, with other nations aiming at the same goal. As a
start, Tito is in constant touch with liberation movements in
Alhﬂmu. Bulgnnn. Greece and Italy.

m ing the anuu movement has drawn
much of fa mspu-auon from the USS.R. The Russian military
record has brought joy and hope to the Yugoslays, and the
proud mwmgs that, in addition to fighting the Nazis on their
own account, they were helping Russia by keeping so many
Axis forces away from the Russian front. Yugoslavs (Slavs
of the South) have always felt a deep kinship with the Slavs
in the North.

But it is not only that; the Partisans know how suecessfully
the Soviet Union has hwd.l d ite minority problems—a vital
point in Yugoslavia. They know also that the U.S.8.R. has freed
Russia from western encroachment, and that its aim is to
develop Russian resources, human as well as material, for the
benefit of the people themselves. However, Yugoslays are
looking in other directions too. In fact, they are looking about
as far, and as far ahead, as they can see. They intend to base
their new system of government on principles derived from the
governments of Switzerland, the U.S.A. and the U.SS.R. Up
until a few years before the war, Ameriea was the prime source
of inspiration; but that rather faded because of our equivoeal
foreign policy.

The people’s movement in Yugoslavia has covered quite
o lot of ground in the last three years. It started from serateh
—a people, a leader and an idea. The ides, a very old one, has
for centuries shed light across the turbulent world,
man onward over broken ground, through dawn and through
darkness, through cloud and through fear. It is the grandest,
noblest idea he has yet conceived: the essential kinship, equality
and value of all human beings. In so far as & people and a leader
release and augment each other's strength to draw nearer to the
idea, they go in the direction of man’s highest promise, and give
new heart to those who stumble and falter along the way.




