POST-WAR RELIGION

W. HARVEY-JELLIE

OR thiree tragic years there has been one all-engrossing topie
for consideration—the course of the great war against a
ess Nazism. Nothing elso has seemed to count, while

liberties, our faith, our lives are at stake. But as we near
close of 1942, considerations other than those of the

it may appear; for we may need a very far vision when we becm
muw concerning the_ reconstruction days beyond that
Still it is always

cease With unexpec

s, social-reformers, town-

on of new heavens and a
sarih, and aro strenuously thinking ahead. But what are
churches doing in this respect?—Must they forever sleop
i e assumgtion thas ol is well, resenting eriticism and

? 1fso, it will be a sorry day for the churches

is over. Of such fatal inertia, howover, wo neod

littlo fear; it s the bane of the pharisaio few, and has not
the masses of earnest Christian people.

To the obsorvant, mind it s only too evident that the

n though appeals for national prayer sound out through
strident clash of armed forces, yot we soon discover that
restraint has become alarmingly relaxed, along with a
iting of those spiritual faculties which are essential in the
of worthy manhood. Is it not a fact that we are faced
only with o it i Boin eynical worldliness without
Bh\ltvhu, hut that within the churches there is a noticeable
attendance at publie worship, with a breakdown

of pious The age-
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long objection, that after all theso centuries of free scope
Christianity bas failed to prove itself the panacea for human
ills and to cope with the problems of life,is causing hesitation
and unbelief to hatten upon the faith of beliovers. And along
‘with this hesitancy, which is creeping into our midst and creatis
a suspended judgment regarding the validity of the faith, there
comes from all quarters an insistent demand for greater simplicity
in the doetrines of the churches, with a rigid elimination of all
‘metaphysical elements from our creeds.
While, then, the storm of war rages around us, it seems
a8 though the four winds of heaven were let loose
within the churches with such hurricano violence that
the whole structure is tottering and the very foundations
tremble. These are distressing aspocts of contemporary
religious life; but, in spite of cortain despairing forecasts
of defeatists within the churches, we may bo very sure of this
—the superstructure of the church may be endangered, indeed,
yet not only is the rock-foundation unmoved, but it will stand
forth in the very strength of eternity when the storm waves
hlve swept away the gathered sands that hide its m-lﬁn
. Fortunately over ogainst the pessimism
Muh-t there is the glowing optimism of those who dxm 1
silver lining in the cloud, pointing out that precisely as Nazi
bombs have cleared a way for the renovation of many a slum.
aren, 8o the shaking of the churches has paved the way for
rebuilding of our religious institutions. The destruction of tha
which is faulty and the exposure of unsuspected causes of weak-
ness are so mixed evils. We may eventually be driven not mw
1o test the strength and worth of existing organizations, but
look deeper into the springs of Christian thought and Iilq

aspects of our faith, we shall certainly be called upon to
orrealign our relation to social and national life and their insistent
o.n for efficioncy in progress. The church daro not adopt
isolationist attitude. The religious life cannot flourish |

i( it be divorced from tho secular. But even if the motive of
solf-preservation were to fail in stirring the church to the necessity

of keeping abreast of the times, there would remain the appeal
of pilloried freedom and the ery of outraged humanity to stir
the followers of Christ to strenuous endeavour to help the vast
and needy world around it.
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u then, contemporary conditions of Me are sufficient to
the churches serious eoncern, surely “after-math”
the war must give us furiously to v,hmk Are we to go

u studied i
m hm Cm we rorges that tha inadguration o{ peace
1918 was followed by a period of antinomian excess, during
h wild and lawless innovations imperilled all cultural and
spheres? In literature we witnessed our writers of
n disporting themselves shamelessly by pandering to a
publie taste which demanded pornographic print and
d semi-obscene narrative with avidity? Even where the
eties wero observed, there was an unpardonable tendeney

dadaism, cubism and jazz—doceiving the public into a belief
they were being fed with literature and art and musie.

dmh to_spiritual vmmy and evoking a spurious
ism, fettered by literalis ¢ as fatal

ng religion. We are only too familiar
the ensuing sorry spectacle, the breaking forth of the
siinguishablo religious passion of men secking satisfaction,
ye Inl'urmnnusly expressing mwl! by emphasising features of

mushroom g‘mwﬁu of
which have made our western world the laughing-stock
eritics, Meantime, in quarters where these vagaries
belief were not rampant, amongst the ignorant and. super-

own household. But the question is whether we are to
Dmhnulnoe nud a recrudescence of these features in the

he occupations of civil life and
mdmm Wo shali pn-ob-bly be called upon to furnish
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new organizations, fo evolve new methods of work and to set
forth new statements of doctrinal belief.

The question of ecclesiastical orgumzn,hqn will dww
be involved in widely divergent views and complicated by fie
passions. But, even if we concede that uniformity enf
from without is undesirable in comparison with unity att
from within, there yet remains mueh that can be done to
collaboration between the great sections of Protestant chy
life. Co-operation we must have, if progress is to be made
the popular assent won. Moreover, there is a wide field to.
surveyed amongst the smaller sections of the church. Are
to seo the ohurch memnlly dovitalised and drainod of

of those
who h;ve ﬂmmshed like barnacles upon the hull of ﬁu
1t we coul 8

mumbenh\p and put out of service by the spread of CI
stalism

Science, Seventh Day Adventism, Pentecos

Oxford Group”. There is something wrong in this o
conflict, and there is no reason whatever why a better
standing should not be created by some kind of round-
conference. After all, thero are common elements within u

growth of the kingdom of God. The way for a better un
standing is even now being mado plain in the common int
that are binding us logether, in resistance to the ghastly tyr
of Nazism on behalf of world-democracy, in the i
army lifo and the universal deyotion to Red Cross work.
aroalready breaking down the barriers of suspicion and
standing; and there can be mo reason why such ben
influences should not be taken advantage of as we.

the rehabilitation beyond the war.

That we are in sight of changes is unmistakable,
Oxford Group seems to have contributed no m
impulse in reviving religious interest during recent yea
like other Blitzkriegs it seems to have bogged down.
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have discredited
peless discord and
snstant error, till intelligent readers of the Hebrew Prophets
‘are ready 1o seek the more excellent way, discovering the eternal
t beneath utterances intended o have contemporary
cance 1o the first hearers. In other directions we find the
indication of & new spirit and a need for fresh channels of

co. Perhaps ven the splendid impulse given to spiri
‘especially on the side of mysticism, by the Keswick Move-
at has still & work o do within the churches where an over-
socular method militates against & life of faith.

ipsy Smith and Evan Roberts—their day :

‘has taken the place of Billy Sunday, and John MeNeil found
‘successor. Yot from one and all of these stalwarts of the
pel the lesson has been inculcated that every pastor should
own evangolist. Look where wawill, we see the breaki

of the older methods and long established institutions.
eall of a niew age is for new methods and new interpretations;
that call will become an imperative demand after the war.

parage
‘have undoubtedly achieved remarkable results and bear
impress of the Spirit of God. They are outstanding features
‘the first forty years of the eentury; it is for us to produce
successors. New times bring with them a clarion eall
A A % .

to to bestir be ready for
well as for opposition. The very fact that the thousands of
ts made year by year, with the vast addition made to
u i by the number
‘lapses indicates that even now our agencies are insufficient
©ope with extant needs. Something should be devised to
in and utilise this annual gain in young life and fresh blood.

are within our churches veritablo Niagaras of i

ready for service, gifted with ability, needing an outlet
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to vitality which will die if condemned to stagnation. In the
interests of religion—and this applies equally to Catholicim

a view to immediate preparation for the demands so soon
come upon us.

The crucial question, howover, which calls for consideratio
is that of our Creeds and our Theology. And here we m
walk cautiously s upon holy ground. The subjoct mﬁ#
concerns our leaders of thought and teachers of truth, and li
in the hands of theologians and church courts; yet it s of in

revealed truth, yot tend merely to confuse the mind of the
professional student of religion. Very few of us really hold
the damnatory clauses of the Athanasian Creed, for the beli

for the experience of the fulness of divine grace
all-sufficient Christ Himself rather than Lhe belxel of
creeds. So we may without hesitation listen to
clarification and simplification of doctrine, for a more ¢
reasoned and practical setting of the gospel message, lm 3

thought and life. Unless we do this, we shall alienat the m
of our keen and intelligunt, our splendid young people, o
graduates from the university and our business youth; and o
s vepellod will 5o 11 thousknds Who s

civil life after the rude awakenings and rough contacts of
firing line. Those millions of our heroic manhood now fad
death for freedom'’s sake are the hope of the future in the chun
and it will be a ghastly tragedy if they should turn from

vouring
accepting a frothy religiosity and an
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all t.hm;- seem to indicate that tha coming day will not

0 wedulity that feeds upon the mym-y
or even s o

otion, expressed by the prawhu' who adopts the apologetic
e together with the experimental,
It will probably be in the mind of every theologian that
is much need for a new teaching of phxlowphy in our
demic schools. 1Tt is not that we arrogate to ourselves the
b to dictate the type of philosophy that should be dealt
r; but we have a shre

credit as seriously as any of the

which give data to the scientist. Theology is still a science.

The groat doctrines of the church are more credible that many
the hypot,hm of ﬂm scientist. The Chn

Wo desire to see teachers of philosophy who
give their due value to the facts of spiritual experience,

i
sloud and urgent. We trust that the “behaviourist” and simil
hools will pass away into oblivion with the lumber that will
avept away by the war. A wind from tho fac beyond would
nd purlly tho teaching of many & wholar
e to speak on eligun with 5 ousy okt
IS watter 1 oven mare hodgsd in with difloultios when

But in the light of modern thought it is imperative to corrolate
doctrines with the new conditions. The demand for this
ess of clarifying and simplifying comes to us from our

theologians, from the undergraduates of our colleges,

the intelligent public. And the thing can probably be
mplished without jeopardising anything of vital import

in the ancient creeds.  Certain traits of narrowness may be
cated, us we write Amplius! over our phraseology and
nverythmu that eramps the mentality of the believer.

te as to the direction in which post-war

R el move, 1t 1 soaronly likely et thare Wil o s
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roturn to acceptance of external authority in religion, bo
theintellect to the. diotatas of tho eselostastis; Rathec we3
strong and vigorous independence, with
‘moro reasoned interpretation of Seripture. Liberalism has
its day. Mysticism is out of fashion, although there is i

they respond to the heavenly breath of the reviving
But it is high time that we faced squarely up to this dem
for a rethinking of the faith, free from narrow prejudices
dootrinal intolerance, simply praying

Lot knowledge grow from more to more
But more of reverence in us dwell.

Animated with such desires, we may face with confidence
post-war religion.



