HOW MR. ROOSEVELT WON

J. T. SALTER

HERE was a time when citizens might have said, “‘What
earthly difference does it make who is president?”, but that
time was before the Great Depression over here and Hitler over
there. It is not an opinion widely held in 1940. (Of course,
among nearly 50,000,000 voters there are some queer ones,
especially in certain small towns. As late as 1936 a female
clerk with a high school education said, “I'm not really very
interested in polities, but I did vote {or Landon beeause I thought
those sunflower buttons were nice. It really doesn’t make any
ference to me who gets it though. ") If even a genius nods
at times, it may be possible for Ameriea to survive and yet have
a sprinkling of citizens who can't quite keep awake, who can't
keep their minds on it, even in these dangerous days. But these
luckless individuals, like the varsity athletes who excel in
Greek, are very rare, indeed.

Tn this presidential campaign the issue -nd the mmd.m

cut right through to a person’s marrow. And if one really
a voter's fundamental opinions or philosophy of life, h e
his choice—Roosevelt or Willkie. This is because politics
and life are now the same thing. I made three mistakes in
predicting an individual's choice on the basis of my knowledge
of the person. In each case, however, I found there was a hidden
factor on which I had not counted—a factor which explained

voted for Willkie, and after he mentioned his more uncon-
vincing reasons, he finally told me the real one. “You see, I
vote in Vermont. The county clerk will recognize my absentee
ballot when it comes in. He is a Republican. Now wouldn't
T look like the Devil sending & Roosevelt ballot up there?”

“Then thero was o physiian who said he was for Raosovalt
—nearly all the doctors 1 know were for Willkie—and when
T asked the Roosevelt medico his reason, he replied, “Because
he will get us into the war quicker!”

Ao e whs e wido sy e el e Taraa
She was voting for Willkie, she said, because “Roosevelt took
away my husband’s pension.
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These reasons for voting stirred my curiosity. So as I
went about, T deliberately asked people how they voted and
the reasons for their choice. And I wrote a fow letters to key
people elsewhere about their reasons and the reasons they had

can public opinion in one of the great crisos of its history. "
nanimity in polities,” Burke once said, “is not seldom the tnlesﬁ
wisdom and o great empire and littio minds go ill together.”
This, I reasoned, is an election of both world-wide significance
u.d m:medmw and enormous personal interest to millions of
ere. e of these millions would have preferred a
dnth in the family to the election of Roosevelt, or Willkie, as
the case might be. In an election so soul-searing, what are the
reasons for & person’s choice, what do the people think of the
emdmm’ 1f the point at issue is great, will the voter be
tod by a reason of state in casting his ballot, or will some
tnvlll detail call the turn? Some of the reasons would have
been worthy of a great patriot, but others were not above the
level of an earthworm—save that as many of these non-states-
manlike reasons were held by individuals in high places as in
low. (I am not quoting the majority of voters who simply
Roosevelt is a dictator or a lunatic, or those who with equal
certainty declare, “I voted for Roosevelt, of course,” and prob-
ably never had the faintest idea of voting for anyone else. It
seems that the central fact in the 1940 eampaign is that a con-
trolling number of Americans were confronted with a great fear,
a fear of war and destruction, and they voted for Roosevelt
or Willkie aceording to their opinion of the leader's ability to
meet the challenge of this fear—I think the vote indicates that
a majority of voters believe that Roosevelt with his experience
and objectives is the better able to protect and serve them.)
lore dmﬂbmg individual voters, there is one basic fact
about all the voters’ reasons that is unmistakably clear. The
voter is at bay during a campaign. Every sort of appeal or
attack is made on him. He must know what he wants, and he
must evaluate the record and promises of the candidates. He
must cast his lot with the candidate that most squarely measures
up to what he, the sovereign, wants. He must do this in spite
of every sort of stratagem that human ingenuity with untold
dollars to spend can use to Iure, frighten, or reason that vote
away. The test is a formidable one. The people of other coun-
tries have failed it, to their great sorrow. Some of the readers
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of this article think that here too, the voters l'alled B.nd that
inflation and economie collapse are just ahead—a controlling
majority voted for Franklin Roosevelt! However, tho people
who believe that the re-election of Roosevelt was for the com-
mon good, must feel that his election was a vietory for the
democratic process in this country. My purpose is merely
to give the reasons that led people to vote one way or the other.

I was in a photographer's shop a few days before the elec-
tion, and the clerk asked my opinion on it. The proprietor was
there, and I suggested that he tell his views. The clerk said,
““Ob, Mr. Baker is very radical.” I then put the question to
Mr. Baker directly, and he answered: “I don't think they'll
ever let it come to a vote.” “Who won't?” I inquired. *“The
Democrats—they're in nd they are going to stay in. They'll
use force if necessary.”

Next I questioned a professor. He said, “Willkie”, and
then added, “T am proud to have participated in the last free
election that America will ever have."

T approached the second professor, asking, “Why did you
vote for Willkie?” “How did you know I voted for Willkie?
Are you a mind-reader? ell, T did. T guess the reason is
based on the financial poli of Roosevelt. If we have in-
flation, T will lose everything I've got—all my investments, my
life insurance, and my salary will be reduced. Well, T guess
the reason goes back eight years. T never liked that fellow.”

A third professor supported Willkie because “I believe U.\M
Roosevelt will lead this eountry into economic chaos
night the election returns came in, he told his wife,
the end!”

Professors in voting are about like the people generally—
some are wiser than others. Probably not a
ones think that polities and politicians are like measles and should
be stamped out. In this campaign at least one professor be-
lieves that Roosevelt is the greatest President since Lincoln,
but others think that he is a greater menace to America than
Aaron Burr ever was. However, the majority of views fall
somewhere between these extremes, and I think a controlling
number voted for Roosevelt. In the words of one of the greatest
of them, “Roosevelt is not indispensable, but he is far more
indispensable than Willkie. The European situation is too
acute to be turned over to a new party and to groups neither
reliable nor informed. The dictators wanted Roosevelt's defeat.
The idea of Roosevelt becoming a dictator is plain rot. And

Tlns |s
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then as the campaign went on, Willkie became hysterical. He
thought he was a savior. That gave me a pain in the neck.
Finally, T am for much of the New Deal program. Willkie
said he was too—but I prefer to have it handled by the adminis-
tration that gave it to the country.”

Nine out of eloven taxicab drivers said they had voted for

velt. One said, “Wilkio”, and then he added, “I am a
Republican and a German. 1 don't like Roosevelt.” One of
the ten said, “Roosevelt is a politician. He is not a greenhorn.”
The attitude of the other eight is described in the words of one
who glowered at me and then answered, “Well, who is a guy
supposed to vote for?” However, ono of the group, who
spent two years -t Lhe Umverslty. failed to vote. T saw no
reason to vote,”

‘The negroes thll l mllmd to invariably said that Roosevelt
was their choice, although a fow said they had voted for Willkie.
One of theso said, “I am a Republican and 1 naturally voted
for the regular Ropublican candidate.” He hesitated and then
added, “It's funny, but I guess I'm glad that the President
got it.” A middle-nged negro who works in a railway yard voted
for Willkie and said, “I am for the man with the money, and
in this country, the Republicans have all the money. No matter
what the Democrats do, they will never get any place because
the big business man is against them. We have had the New
Doul for eight years, and they haven't got us out of the depres-
sion yet. Roosevelt msy be a good man but he can never get
any place with the men he has around him and the rich men
against him.”

An elderly colored house-maid expressed her viewpoint
in these words: “I think that Roosevelt was the only man
to be put in. Willkio can't match him and I think Mrs. Roose-
velt is one of the grandest women. When they wouldn't let
Macion Anderson sing in that Dall, ahe cartainly did put wp
a fight for her and ended up with her singing the Star-Spangled
e et Aot Lol stasaa Ghalh always visiting
colored schools and conventions, and T bet she is right behind
President Roosevelt about doing something for the  colored
people.

A janitor in a drug store said, “T can’t seo how any colored
man with any sense can vote for anyone except Roosevelt.
He hasn't discriminated against the colored man in helping
the poor man. T voted for him every time and will vote for him
every time he runs. Why, do you know that my girl wrote
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Mrs. Roosevelt a letter and told her she had a little baby to
take care of and in less than a week she had a notice telling
her to go to some guy down at the merchandiso mart about a
W.P.A. clerk job, and she started off that next Monday making
$65 a month. That sure helps me out because now I can pay
off tome nf all these debts.”
iddle-aged owner of a paper company declared, ““Roose-
velt i 15 n.l! right with me. I never got so tired of having beggars
coming up to me as before he was elected. Now all of the guys
who were panhandling are on W.P.A. Furthermore, you
don't see him going around in a top hat and formal clothes and
in the newreels he is driving a Ford and not some big car. He
doesn’t try to hold himself above everybody and that's what
T like about him, he is human. And look at all the good laws
that he has put through and everyone is aimed at the common
man and they all benefit my rac
Housewives' opinions seemed to vary in secord with the
economie status of their hushands, but some of them are strong
enough to stand alone. The wife of a banker told one of my
friends—and she trembled as she told him—that “If That Man
in the White House ruins this great country, it will be because
psnnls like you, who ought to know better, did it!” Another
house indicated that opinions change during a campaign. “T
gave a Willkie rally party two weeks before the election. Then
I was sick in bed a week, and T listened to the radio all day.
1 listened to all the speeches. Willkie didn’t say anything, and
when you hear both sides, you have to vote for Roosevelt. My

John L. Lewis helped this housewife decide. “T couldn't
make up my mind. But when Lewis switched over to Willkie
T was for Roosevelt. And then 1 heard Dorothy Thompson
on the radio, and she said just what I thought. Maybe you

can't blame Willkie for the people who supported him, but there
must be some resson why all the Germans and anti-Semites

and Fascists liked Willkie better than Roosevelt. I don't
ik the idea that T would cast my vote in a way that would
suit them.”

Ono housewife spoke for legions of women like hersolf,
1 guess, when she said she had voted for Willkie becauso she
felt thaf vt has done nothing about unemploymment—
and I am against a third term.” Another one said, “That Roose-
velt is just a big blunderer. Al he does is make mistakes. What
wo need is & man that will do some conerete thinking and get
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this country back on a stabilized basis. Ho can't do anything
becauso the big business man is against him and until ho realizos
this we will stay in a deprossion. 1 voted for Landon last time,
and Willkie this time, because until we got someone in there
who can enlist the cooperation of big business, we will stand s
T didn’t ask this particular woman what her reason for
supporting Willkie was, but I noticed that when Roosevelt
was spoaking, <he left the room o do her dishes and her young
son, when ho heard Roosevelt say (it was his Cleveland speech)
that e wanted to “stick by” during the storm that was raging,
and that there would be a new president next time, began shak-
ing his head solemnly and said, “He is just lying. He doesn’s
mean it. 1 know ho is going to'go on running all his life and be
a dictator.” I found he was refleoting accurately his mother's
opinions.
housewife in a small town said, “Willkie”, and then
explained: “Our Ladies Aid talked over the election and we
decided that Willkie was the best man. His wife seems to bo
s0 awfully nice. And Roosevelt repealed the Prohibition Act,
and I've also heard that he is an immoral man.” Another wife
in the same town gave these reasons for supporting the Prosi-
dent: “My husband has been on W.P.A. now for about 4
years. T really don’t know what we would have done otherwise.
My husband and T figured that since he helped us, we would
help him by voting for him. He's a good man. 1 like the sound
of his voice" One in & big city said, “All Republicans are
lousey. Look st Hoover. I'd like to know what Willkie could
do anyhow—maybe he'd have breadlines like Hoover. 1 hate
Hoover. Roosevelt doesn't give a damn about the rich. He
doesn’t take anything from anybody.” One on Long Island
wrote n friend: “I am sorry you are for F.D.R. just because
you think he has helped the farmer, for there are so many other
matters to take account of. Of cowse I have never been for
him because T knew too much about him and bis husiness meth-
ods before he was even Governor of New York. Then, although
Governor Smith left a good surplus for the state, he left us a
ninety million debt—and seo the debt of the nation now! I
have too much of the New England thrift in me to stand for
anything like that. T would rather trust a good, successful
business man, with some knowledge of finance to try to turn us
back to thrift and cconomy! The democrats used the ‘smear’
back in the time of Theodore Roosevelt. They hired Mickelson
to smear Mr. Hoover for three years and now the New
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have hired him again to do even worse! Look at the five ap-
pointments to the Supreme Court—all for purely political and
personal rewards. No president ever did so. The presidents
in the past have chosen men of the most unblemished recor
who were well known for their unbiased decisions and who were
among the firat class lawyers and judges of the land. I get
frightened when I think F.D.R. if re-elected may have the chance
to appoint four more of the Jua(im"'
spoke to four barbers: were for Roosevelt, and

one voted for Willkie because “I lcll. it would be dangerous to
have the two-term precedent broken. I did mot have much
respect for Willkie, but I picked him as the lesser of the two evils.”

ugged individualism seems to be making its last stand
among our farmers. They are individualists “ﬂrlt. last and
forever”. One was asked to take a short course in agriculture
in the winter at the University. He said, “No, I guess not.”
He was reminded thnt he was not busy in the winter months.
“But," he said, “T ain't ever used all the farmin’ I know yet."
1f I may paraphrase part of a quotation from Professor Ross,
I would say: To innovate in law, religion or state is to reform
an army in the presence of the enemy; and the farmer is always
in the presence of the enemy. Many farmers, and people in
certain very small towns, think that money for relief is throwing
money away—or worse. Some farmers think that legislative

gains made by labor is harmful to the farmers. Others have
muhlo getting farm help; they blame it on W.P.A. Others
are just naturally Republicans. I was for Willkie because
T've voted Republican all my life and shall continue to do so as
longas T vote. I'venever figured out any reasons to vote against
Roosevelt, and I don’t need to. The fact that he is a Democrat
is enough.” A neighboring farmer said, “T voted for Roosevelt
because I figured he was a good man for the job. He's tried
t0 help us farmers. Those A.A.A. checks eame in mighty handy,
but the Supreme Court stopped that. Now we have the soil
conservation program. A lot of people say it's giving the farmer
something for nothing. Maybe so, but the Republicans have

giving everyone but farmers money for nothing. 1 guess
it's about time we got a break.” An elderly furmer said, “Willkie

=
&

Republican ticket because I'm a damned good Republican.
1 can’t understand how people ean lot. themselves be fooled by
Democrats and Progressives. My God, who gave them the
best times they ever knew, who made this country what it is
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to-day, the Republicans. We got more cars, more telephones,
more everything, and we got them while Republicans were in
affioe.. A i bk laa el Gfn Fiocsovels yante 1 chissics
us all over. My God, they should shoot him.” A traditional
Democrat said, “Willkie, because I can't compete with Argentine
beef.” A third said, “Thomas, because the sooner people realize
that government control of public utilities and business is the

ns will
$ea's worth the. powder to blow him up with." Another said,
“Willkie, because Roosevelt was and is getting too much power
for one man. There is too much unconstitutional legislation
and too high a public debt with the resulting danger of
bankruptey.”

It would seem that the draft and the war issue would be
uppermost in the minds of young voters. It was with some,
but the majority I know gave other reasons for their choice.
Home influence was strong with these first voters. The children
of wealthy parents were most likely to oppose Roosevelt. I
asked the views of a group of 72 University students; 42 were
for Roosevelt, 14 for Willkie, and 5 for Norman Thomas. Those
for the Somum amhdm said that peace was the paramount
issue. supported the Republican candidate said, “T
voted for W(mrlell Willlde because he was the only possible
man to save Democracy. If he would have got in, he would
bave balanced the budget, and prevented the endless bleeding
of finance of the country that Roosevelt has caused in the last
eight years. In duo time, if this spending spree is not stopped,
we wm find the value of the dollar like the value of the mark

. Worth nothing. As for honesty, Roosevelt )m-
showed that his word means nothing. Many stati have
been quoted where he has continually dmngui his mind. ﬂ..
foreign policy has been to land us near war by scaring us."”
Another Willkie supporter said, “He has experienced modern
warfare on the battlefields. Roosevelt existed comfortably as
a swivel-chair artist during the war. Who would comprehend
the terrors of war? Who would think twice before sending our
youth out to be butchered? Roosevelt has had so much handed
t0 him. Willkie is o self-made business man and would practice
those prineiples.”

Another young man, now with the National Guard at
Camp Beauregard, Louisiana, wrote, “T'll be both glad and proud
to vote for Roosevelt next Tuesday, and the same goes for
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most of the other fellows dnwn here. Everytime I hear him
speak, I feel a patriotic chill run down my spine. He makes
me proud to be & soldler

Then there was one first voter who said, “Franklin 1!
Germany and Italy have dietators, why can’t we?" And another,
a girl, supported Willkie because “I do not like men who use
cigarette holders.” A graduste woman student said, “T forgot
to vote for Roosevelt but I voted for Loomis (candidate for
governor) because 1 think he is such a gentleman.” Willkie
sposchas eleated Roweavelt, tooording 10 this it Voter,
was a confirmed Republican until a month before the election
when Willkie's campaigning got strongly under way. His
tacties of empty speach-mnlrmg disappointed me so that I
voted for Roosevelt. He, at least, talks because he has some-
thing to say whereas Willkie talks because he has to say some-
thing."" One said, “Roosevelt. He could have 6 terms for
all of me. I just think he's the best man for the job and has
the experience. Willkie hasn't had any political office and while
he was president of Commonwealth and Southern, there wasn't
any dividend paid on common stock, don t forget. Still another,
a first voter, said, “T voted for e because my father is

a big business man, a vmo-pmldsn A pretty graduate
student pondered a minute and then said, “I voted for Willkie
because I inherited the Republican party along with curly hair
and blue eyes. T never hear the other side. 1 suppose that if
my parents were Democrats, I'd be one, too.”

Laborers supported the President more often than Willkie.
A small tavern owner declared, “I voted for Roosevelt because
I think he has the common man's interest at heart. What
would happen to the poor people if it wasn't for the W.P.A.?
1 suppose most of them would starve to death. The majority
of my patrons are W.P.A. workers. Certainly I have all the
big shots out and they may spend a lot when they come but
I appreciate m\ml.l more that consistent little man that uomea
in practically every night. But not from just a perso
terest he has dona a lot for this country. He has got a hnni
job, but he sticks right with it.”

An employee in a furrier concern didn't mention Lewis
but willingly fold his reasons for supporting Roosevelt. *“T
am a member of the C.LO. union. Before the Wagner Act
1 went to work at eight o'clock and worked for twelve hours
and during the busy season even more. The union didn’t

really mean a heck of a lot, that is my union, the furriers, until
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we broke off from the A.F. of L. in 1936, and added impetus
was given it when the F.L.S.A. was (Fair Labor Standards
Aect). Under these laws my hours have been reduced thanks to
the legal aid given to my union by theso laws. Where I was lucky
to make $20 a week, now I make $35. All of this is due to Roose-
velt, and if Willkie got in, it probably would all be wiped out.
That's why not only am I voting. {or Roosovelt, but T am going
to get him as many votes as possible.” A section hand on the
yailroud sald, #Tiabeailh, bemato 4 fu o tha nions had the
laboring man. He tries to proteet their rights. If it wouldn't
be for men like him, the rich guys would have us working for
10 cents an hour. And that's no damned lie, but a fact.” A
g.ngemhamcm:mdlmuud “I voted for F.D.R. be-
cause the guys who were against him, are always against the
poor man. After what that old fat hng Boover dld to us in
1932, T guess I'll never vote Republican A W.P.
worker stated that he was for Roosevelt because “he gave me
a job when I needed one. A lot of guys yell about W.P.A.
workers being so lazy. I wish those guys would come on out
and work with us sometime. They'd soon change their tune.
It's no fault of mine that I can’t get a job. God knows I've
tried hard enough. It's for guys like me the W.P.A. is for,
and it means a lot to us. Il always vote fot Rossavelt i bo
runs 10 times.”

People in utilities or big business with whom I talked were
unanimously opposed to Roosevelt, but business men with small
stores were divided; the majority, I believe, for Roosevelt.
After the election one book dealer said that, *“There are many
of us unreconstructed rehe\u yet. I am against any man who
doesn't keep his promises. Roosevelt never kept a promise
Tio v e A T dout’ ke £ho charaties of tha o,
women too, that he has around him. They are radical and
are not interested in American traditions. Another thing—
sending out checks to farmers before election is bad.” Another
used an analogy to explain. “Roosevelt running again is like
when you play bridge. You open without enough tricks, and
then you're so afraid that your partner will find out that you
haven't got enough that you keep bidding and bidding just so
you won't have to lay your hand down. You get in deeper
and deeper. Roosevelt has made such a mess, he can't leave
it for anyone else to see. Willkie might have straightened lhmgl
out.” A third said, “I didn't vote for Willkie. I voted against
Roosev Four more years of Roosevelt will finish ﬁhs Job.
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Absolutely. There'll be bankruptey. The man's an idiof
‘Whenever I go to vote I realize what a sell-out it is. They give

two men to choose from and T don't like either of them.
Don’t think that spontaneous business fooled me. You don't
get a thousand people in the galleries shouting “We want
Willkie™ unless you hire them. But Roosevelt is worse. The
Democrats always ruin the eountry and they always b&ve to
start o war to fix things up again.” A Jewish merchant said,
“Willkie is better economically and Roosevelt is better religious-
ly. Good business won’t do me any good if we have like Ger-
many. I had to vote for Roosevelt whelher 1 like him or not."”
But a great number put it this way: “My businss has be
better the past four years than it ever was in my life. I've
done three times the business. Why shouldn’t I vote rm
Roosevelt?”

Both of Madison's poets voted for Roosevelt. One said
that she supported the President because she greatly admires
the gentleman. ‘‘He is dmn!. humane and just and he talks
as though the people , 100. 1 cannot endure Willkie be-
cause I do not. l.lke to be talked to as though I were both dumb
and wicked. 1 do not trust him. You know that during the
campaign he said that if ‘the third term candidate' were elocted
it would mean the end of free elections in this country forever.
‘Then when he spoke to his followers the last night he declared
that he did not want anyone’s name identified with the move-
ment. He paused and then said, “1944 will take eare of itself!"
Doesn't this prove his insincerity? T didn't believe him when
he said that the re-election of Roosevelt would mean the end
of free elections, and I can see now that he didn’t believe himself."

Probably the group most unanimously for Roosevelt could
not cast a vote. I mean the refugees. In order to show the
attitude of this group I quote a paragraph from a letter to one
of my friends. “You are the first one I must write to. You
are part of this victory because you have fought for it with all
powble means and, more, you are the living incarnation of

very principlo which has won a greater—and farther reach-
ing—battle than the Battle of France has been. 1am immeasur-
ably happy, grateful and proud—proud to be admitted to this
great nation which proved itself beyond the reach of evil in-
fluences and above bigoted stupidity which appears in the dress-
ing of so-called ‘tradition’. How good, to know one's ehildron
growing up amongst that nation.”

Professor Munro once said that those who fight for the
poor must fight the poor in order to do it. I think that our
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presidential election this year has proved that on some oceasions
the poor can fight for themselves, particularly when they are
provided with effective leadership. And it may be that demo-
eracy is right—that there is someone wiser than anyone—that
is everyone. Some of the reasons given for voting are odd or
«queer, and the great majority of persons think of their own skin
and bones first, but they are usually wise enough to see that
they are useless without America, and they think of America,
too. Enlightened selfishness is a most basie principle to follow
in human affairs. This requires something more than good
intentions. It requires lknowledge, understanding and the
ability to pick the best man at a given time. I think that the
voters demonstrated that they ean do this.

akespeare had his characters talk themselvos alive, and
1 think many voters go far in describing themselves when they
just naturally give their reasons for voting. There is a professor
(not at Wiseonsin) who said that he couldn’t quite make up his
mind. “This is a very difficult campaign. Here is what T
am going to do I will vote for Willkie, and then vote him out
in four years.” This description fits the man. And then there
is the sporty band leader in Chicago. He drew his own likeness
in giving his reasons for supporting Roosevelt. ‘‘Well, man,
I don't get a chance to follow politics too close because I'm
always busy with my band but from what they tell me that
Roosevelt kat is the jive. (Roosevelt is a good man). I figures
the colored people would get away from the Uncle Tom stuff
voting Republican no matter who ran and I guess the Republicans
are having a baby trying to figure out how to get our vote back.
1 know one thing: some of these W.P.A. guys seem to be
making more money than me; got fine togs (clothes) and fine
rubber (automobile). Here it is I got a regular slave (job) and
just can seuffle up on a pair of kicks (shoes). But I'll leave
it to you educated guys to figure it out and see if I can’t got
my band good enough to go to New York.”



