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The Greac Hate 

M~~~~~;~~~g~~~~!~~~~o:~~·i:~~:\:o~~/!::~i~~: 
ill afunhowe mau, a h:111nrnl ca.ul~ ar asn•all-1own amuJCmmr p.o&, and 
Mm glido;l through tM dark corridors, ~~ 1~ fake cobwd>s and pla.sric 
lkdrtons. Or 1hc. .alcd cliff ar,.,. cliff of dcspisOO &ea. twung her grip 
from lbmi Mannonm'.o chin w K.lrri Aro'.o rhroar, , .. ,cd her footing on 
.be loft Juppon ofjulia Pcnrola'o scalp. Or she sw:am rhrough th~ sh:meral 
hullsofJunkcn yxh .. , whrn:tilk-slcinncdcorpsa =olvtd, theircya open 
andgbzed,rhc:rrmourhtfWi>rnlintheirfinalou:ognouonthalthcyohould 
h:o~followcdMeri'•ao:lvia:andkftiKralone. 

Bm wh ... her sh.: drifted ordimbd or swam, uch h.atrN cvcnru.illy 
opcncdomorheorhersumilthey~~alloonntc:<ed,allexposcdtothcir 
neighbours.Theyn~><lepmcrns,swirlsofsimilary<:llingmatches,grid•of 
Olntr.uting oonfronr:uioru. E.ko H>rkkoncn't annoying quirks-wiping 
thc:rcsGuronrJii~I'W;lttwithhishandlu.rchid',~erotchingthed.:&ndrulfour 
ofhoslwran.donrohisdinnerplau•---bl~ndcdwirhSonjaMeualaincn'• 
apbi...., h.xkongand Milflingauhoesmok.d hc:rcipmteJ. Milton Tumn's 
sloyJWnmcr pby.:d ofT agairur Gknd.:& Tare's nOli)' indigrunion. The whm­
irr& of Pia Sndlman mergN with th. complaining of Juho Turldu, form­
in& • 11nsk indkcru.J drone. And as Mcri rnovtd from poenon 10 l"'rson, 
b.rcroh.arc, hc:r thouglusspinll.daround ,J.., whirlpoolofthc:onch.a.., 
11 the a:nrcr of all the othcos, the Grt:u Hate, rite hate she kit for Nadun 

""'" 
Before Nathan, h01c hdd almost no grip on Mcri's lifr. When Jhc 

ldi l>t1 film ~ehool in nonhcrn Finland to work for~ •mall TV pnxluaion 
mmpany in Hd•rnki , she rould .l<'ldom fO'TlCITlber.....,.. hnrng frh more 



than a po.<<ing "'-"'"'"'~"' towards :rnyonc. She hid her soft brown qc$ 

behind hcrsoftbrowngl:>.<<e<, tookdilig~ntnotesduring thcproduction 

comp,ony"s Mond.:..y morning m~ting<. and accepted every minor photo­
copyingo.«ignn>cntorparcdpickupnomauorhowlateitmnnt<hehad 
tostay•ftcrhcrrcgu.larworkinghour:<. 

'limo Te,..,.o, >.11other film <!Ud~m. joine<l the company the same 
day Mori did. Kound-shouldctcd OJldloud.with hairyumsand • hairy 
neck and h•iry, somcwhot pudgy fing<'r:<.Ttmo ..!w·~Y"' ate Valencia pcarmt5 
at hi• d .. k. He cracked them open in his momh :rnd chewed them with 
lip-smackingfcrvour.Thcnhcspatthcshdlson a linlcplareinfronrofhis 
oompmer. This craclcingandchcwingand spi«ing irrililred Mcri sometimr:!. 
bm<hcdecidedtoignorcit 

Tmto n.....,r volum~tcd to do any photocopying. H~ never took th~ 
extratimcrow:ashthc ooffeccup&aftertheMond:>ymtttingordoublc-­
chcckthetal"'<upplic•foranyofthce<litotJ.lnstc;td,hcaskcdifhecould 
bcan;>J.Sistamprodu.,ronartupoomingFinnish mini><:ric<,andprc<Sc<l 
hi,it!.,...forncwTVprojectsoncveryoneinthcofficc 

M cri thought he W:IS maltinga fool of himself, and so did m<»t of the 
other employees. Wi t hin a coupleof~ars, h~r. Timo had cst<~blishe<l 
arcputationasardiabk:usistamprodu.,r.:rndMcriW:IS>tilldoingnoth· 
ing but >e<:ret>rial work-amw~ring the phone, running errand>. arranging 
schcdulc<.andordcringcamcra ant!lightingcquipmcmforsctsshewould 
never visit. 

In the spring '!im<>.askcti Mcri to sec him in his new offia-. where 
hcspathisl"'artUt<hell<into•ncnormou<lx>rcclainbowlhchadrectntly 
ordctcdfromjap:m. 

"You know my idea for • do.::umcntary about child abu><: in Hd­
sinki?"he.aske<l. 

"Sure," Mcri said. Ttmo had thrown hundrctis of id= at her ""'r 
t/,.nlOntlu. artdshchadlongagostoppcdtryingrok~pt"'ckof.Jlof 

th~m. 

:1 just got th~ financing," he .. ~id. "l"m going to st:trt filming dW 
spttng 

To keep from fidgrting. M~ri held the lapels of her tweed jacket. SN 
<ksignctiall hcrownclothes:tw·ccdjackcts,tw-ccdskiru,twccdtic<.<Wtt<i 
blou>c<. Dyed in differ~ m shadr:! of brown, her clothes were rn<">llt tO look 
oonscrv:niveatfirstglart..,butsomcwh>~quirkyondccl"'rin>p«tion,with 

aua-longpocketsslashedopen•tstccpanglcs,andgrccn>"CI>·<:t!>iptnG 
ontheslcc.cs andhcms,artdsubt!cthr<">dsof•ikcrandgoldui<che<!U. 
zig<"gsandwattSalongtherwccd.'sroughsurfa.,.Mcrialway•hupe<ltlut 



people would •~lk <o ~. obout h~r &.ig<ll, ond m~ was dilOippointod 01 how 
.. Jdom othc.rs >ttmod 10 nmic~ l~m, as if the modes< "S""'t. $M wantod 
WKndoutwn1:pi!cl...lrooloworooohi~fOranyo""'0d"'rct. 

"An,...., oold m~ I an Uf" you 10 h~lp m~ .h.ooo: ohil," Timo P.id. 
Thckfi5idc:ofhi•~•~n~ ... hecro.c:krdape:tnutinhllmomh,"lwas 
hopmgyoum•ghtbemyproductiono.ssiuan<.Wh.otdoyou<hink!" 

M~ril.,.goofh~rl.of"'IS. "l'dlovo:robeyourproduaionas.~inant." 

.MAid. 
"G=o."Timo~jnt • frr:.h. ,hd] inoo .~ poi'Ctl.oin bowl. "On~ 1hing, 

<hough." 
"'Wh.>!!" 
"You should •rm drasing diA'en:ntly when we ~n to work with 

the cm<." 

"'Wh.yr 
"lwanttomake•u~thcyrakcyouscriou.ly." 
"l'llsecwhatlcando."MeriAid. 

That >vo:ek~nd Mett th~ away o.ll her rwttd omfiu and burned 
r:=ypi«cofclodllngshchad..ver&.igned. 

SM Sf'C'"' a yeM and a h:r.lf on Timo's documm••'l'· As. a produ"ion 
ll!lil!:un shc did mo11 of'Timo's worlc for hm1, and =cived none of<), 
ut'lli<. Yt:t limo apprcciored hu quiet loyalty. and she ~njoycd feeling u,.­
ful. At rhcir shoooing ](IQtioru he would SWld I>Qidc: her ... they whispered 
~ abou< tom~ lighnng 0< Khcduling probkm 1he had di~~ 
n- he would as!< her to Ieo hnn know ... soon ... the problem was fi.rd, 
ami wt~uld go off 10 hove a beer with whatevtt crew member he was dadug 
atdloCmomcm. 

When the documcnwy was finished Mcri 1ook a holic:L..y in lon-.... 
She wem with OUi, her husb.ond. They had been married for rhrec: 

ynn: hcwo.s asoft-spokcngr.tphicdes igncr, the son ofhcrf.tthcr'sbes< 
fnmd..Shew:uhoppywid.cvcrythingintheirrcl.orionship.accptohcdidn'r 
mjoyto.lkinglohimandshcptcfcrrednottotouchhim. 

They 1uyed with tome Finnish ITimds who had a Aat in Soho. On 
tbcirthirdnightinthc AotMcrisaidshcfchlikcgoingoutforalitdcw.>lk 
byhcr.df. 

Th~ Soho il=ts were <hrk and wet. A cold nin blew :ocross the 
pl.o<e-glau wmdowsof <he pubs and ..,.uu~nu-hkw wuh bro.c:mg (rr:.h.-



neJ$acrouMni'ohcc•ndru.sdft!thefQidoQfh~r<Wercmtandi<>SSftiher 

luirb.ckandfurthoverh~rch«handlrpoandblinlring~.Shelil«-d 

U,., hqutd, o.l""' .. melting glnm Qf th~ ON in tM night, and the n«<<lco 
of....,nbor..,..·ing<hebl....,glowofaneon""Wii'2Jlt"gnorbringingour 
theholoo:ofrubymlaroundadrifungl'"i'ofr::aillights. 

Soal=l, me ducknl intQ a crowtkd pub. ordemla pint"' the Nr, 
andst:~ITC<I!o.llringtothcman"""idehc•.llctoldhe•hisnamewasNathon 

Shorr.Thenhcsaid"chttl"'"andr:aistdhispinttohef,andshcwipedaw:ay 
a "'"tl scnnd ofhcr ltoir JO ohe oould a-.: him bcncr, and thc, nc:u """en ynn 
oluncmlandcollapocd. 

1bey cnlbpocd only in mrosptct, bu1 tlul didn'1 nukc 1b. dam­
agcanylcoocompktc . .SCV.,nycol"'afiertha!lim..-..:ninginSobo,Na!h:an 
cancdkd Meri'o work conuacr and mid her he lud frnmd ><>mnmc mo~ 
qualili,d for her job. Uprothatpoinr, up to the moment he made the 
announccmenrtohcrinhisoffi.,,ohcwouldha>·esatdthatthi•hadbttn 
the most delightful and fUlfilling period of her life. And aficr that mtt~ing, 
which she no long<'< ~memkml apart from the shcq>Uh frown Nathan 
<hownl her when lw: sunnl ulking. tw,, ~·with him hung for an in<taru 
in qu•n suopo:nsion, a city of gl.:l$$ hovering abov<: a <kKn, and}">" couldn'1 
tell ifi1 was poised on iuw.~y up or in way down, or if it w:as juSt a mingc 
omearnlalongthehoriwnofthcsun-NI=Iund. 

Over1hc not few wed<.oohc tri«< to talk \Q Nothan, but he wouldn'1 
..,.,her and wouldn't return her coils. Then he left forhiolatcst n:::sc.udt 
trip,andshchadnnideahow!QC.OtH.cthim 

Shcw:andcrcdthroughSoho,butit'''"'"'''Sohoanymo~: irwasa 
dcmnlitionwnc,lill«<withthcruhbleofevcrynighlshchadlook«<.cros.s 
thcsc~Mtand>«nNathanw.~itingfllrhcrinabooth,~rytimcshchad 

glancNdownathil•hococlippingo.IOflgsidchen.,...,rthcdarkwtt>hi..col 
the l'""'menr. She was amazed at howquicklyandcornplndy<hepas! rould 
be rcv~rsc:d, at how every comfiming thllught or memory could be 1u1ntd 
overto=~.Jaliningofr:awrbt.dcoontheundcuideofautindren,llrl 
ringofapiko:swithmthethroat-cinchingbandofailimgoldnedlacc. 

She applied fur ;c.bs. At an intcrvicw,.;U, a London produaioll 
romp.>ny, the man •pc:~kmg tll her fdl asl«p. His chin bobbed fo,...,. and 
lowcrthrouglw>mtb.ird...: .... >on,andhiswrinklcdcychWdroopedfanhtr 
andf:..,hcr,andlinallyhisheadolumpedforw:ud .. hestartcdtosno~. 
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M~ri, who had bom odhng horn abou1 ~r work C.()C'rima:, pokM 
hi•iliould~r. 

"Sorry." heRJd.jolunsawakc.."Lonsnigho, l'mafroid.Adunkoo 
rwotoofar." 

"l un<krsund." M~ri kn~ sf>c, .hould M gracimu btu a>Uid ftd 
dw: angc:r growons. fillong h.. fi"8ffl'. which curlal ilim and Wn dowly 
openrd. 

•wt,..,_,., ....,?"<M inr~m........,, ... ktd. 
"Myla:!iojob." 
"N?" 
"Naprodocuono.1$isunr." 
l'orthct«<:>ndumcJhcorialooapbintMworkdw:haddon~on 

Nathon'Jscicna:documcntaliel.butthcinrerv~·,chonbcganoobob, 

ondhiJeydidsbcgonrodroop,andlf>c,could5a:hew.un'tliltcning. 
Wirh a Jharp ~.~Up <:>f bet writr $he reachal 001 and lla~ him 

ac:ross rh~faa:. 
Hcjcrknlupinhisocat."Didyoujustdapme'" 
"I a:n;Unly did," Mcri ..Ud. "And if you gM me any rrouble abour 

ir, !"ll 1mack your ful~e ,.,.,h <:>ur of your mouth and Aush rh~ m down the 
nearest toilet." 

lncn while he ma.sagc<l t:hcde..pnungoudin~ofthchandprim 
onhiJchttk,McriplO«dherapplic:>tionj>O.()C'rsOn hisdokandldtohc 
offiu. 

Hcrragc:uroni!halhcr. It..,n<~rywhc..,wirhher,atr.r.pdoor 

dutcouldipringopcnunderonyoncwho/uppcnalrotriggc:rir. Earlier 
d>cwouldhavc;l$$umalrh.:.thcrructiontolosinghcrQre..r-rolosing 
bn<:>:pccrcdfurun:withNatlun-wouldbc:JilentrkprQPon.picru'"'!"" 
dcspoir,hoursofi5olatalwccpong:u&hcholedupinhcrAatandcutallrio:s 
10 ..-ynnc around her. She lud i.mgin.ed hcOOf ilirinkin&. shrivelling, 
dryingupimobtonlcdc:adlC:I.vesoroldKropsofp;opcr,thcnblowingaway 
JndscaucringalongthcltrettluntillhcdiuppearN. 

lnstcadofshri>'dling,though,lhcfdtrwollen,rcadyoobumwith 
llttfury.Afin:lnlldangc:rw.ucon51autlybillowinginsidchcrandprC$Sing 
G>rawayoot,broilingbcneathherskin,suainingag;tinsther,kuUwirha 
p<asufl'that never rducd and ""'-er lt<:>pped growing. AU of het friends 
inl.ondonhadbccnNath.:.n'l fricndsllrsr,andshccorrcalyprcdictWth~t 

-of them would uop 5a:lllll h~r. T1tc aupci<ms--thc ones who m<>dc 



~ gcnuone clfon 10 st~y in touch-uffcred the full b!:ut of her comempt. 
She tened them, linened ckncly for the Jlighteot hin< of rondcxcnsion or 
di>KSpea, ..:cwcd them of p!~nning to hold partic:o whcrt sM wouldn'• 
bcin•·itcd,:mdrcfusedtodiocuu:rnyofherfcding~wnh<hnnoracccpt 
:my of their words of comfon or •uppon. She r:;uued ag:>..inu Engl~nd, ~ 
roumry shcactu:~lly..OOred, and indulged <n f~tuousgcneralitksabout 
B1imh provinci:diom :rnd cbN-conscio:nuOQS. And if she COI.lld tell W­
olkndingsom~nc. if shcrould,..,,.. dt>~ a friend like M:uvin W~<cn, who 
had bttn nmhntg bm kind ro her, W1l ~hing the poim whc~ hcdidn"t 

"'"""' 10 Mar ano1hcr ~nadc on London soobbcry, she would become even 
n•o"' agrasivc, ""n more un&ir. 

Timo Tcrvo, ,..;[I crxking his peanut 1hdls and spining them out, 
visi<«lhuH.aconcC\'CningandsaidhcwasinEng!:rndtodosomcimcrvicw> 
for a documentary. 

~T"hc h<liron your handJ," Mcri 5:;1id, ~i!"s longcr ch:rn it used 10 

Timo lookN down at his 5hon, pudgy ling<'!'$. "I• it?" 
~yes. And blackn. And thicker. Arid uglier. Can't you pluck i< or 

><>mcthing?" 
Hega,..,hcrhistoothygrin.whichalwayspull«lslighdy to!he l<ft 

"ldidn'tkoowitbothcmlyou." 
" l<did:rnddoa.Bu<norasmuch:uyourpc:;onmf<"li.sh." 
"Tn:.,Jks,afffi.h<h<lnanadd~ction. " Lc:rning•ow:anb<hccoflt.: 

ublc.hcpick«luponcofhcr:uhtny.:andoncn<atiouslyspotashcllinto 
iucc:ramicdi.sh. 

"Why""' you herd" Mcri askN. 
" lnttdaproductionassin:rnL" 
"Whynuw?" 
"lkau .. now you""' avaibblc." 
"[ lwcworlcingwith you. Timo." 
His grin rQUrfao:d, bigger, tooth~r. "Who doesn"r?" 
"You'llhavctooffi:rmcabencrsotlarythisfimc." 
"Fine." 

"And I'll needapropcrtidc." 
"What's wrong with production assist"ot?" Timo :ukod. 
"l'nxlua:r,"Mcri>aid."lw.:tntfobclistcdasaproduur." 
"Anything die?" 
"Yc:s.lh<lvctolikethcsubjcctnultcr.Wh<ltisif'" 
"Neurological defccu. " He leaned back from the coffee r:~bl<, 

wd>bcdhisfinS""bchindhisotocky,•hort-nn:kcdhe:~d."Pro$0pognosia. 
Agnosognosi:o. BlindsighL Know anythtnJI :abott1 1Mm?" 



"ProtOpOgnosi>.,"Mcrisaidlharply,reaaingwthelmugneslofhis 
mM, "is /2c., bhndncss. lt'• when you losc thc~hiliry 10 rccogni>e f.ca. You 
..., a puson't ~<uta-then""', tM eyo, the chtcb-but l"'" sorndJow 
can't pm them t~hcr, c:on't auernblc them into a recognizable form, cnn 
ifyou'r<:lookingotyourwifcor)"Jurd>ughtcr." 

"d<>K enough." Timo rutrowcd his cycs. aiming at Mui along 
tbeln.rrclofanimaginaryriAc."Andblindsight,ofcouJ'S(,CinlM:consid­
<ttd- " 

"Biindsigl~t ," Mcti pid, CUlling him off, "is almost the I'CVCr"$<: of 
prosop:tg;nosia. lr'o whCfl you can't accually&ccJOmcthingvisually, but 
rourmindstolln:cosni:r.arh.einiUrmarion.So,IUrinnana:,youcouldwalk 
;lf<lundaroomandavoidbumpingin<<:>•couchortrippingovetaStaircase 
....-mthoughyoucouldn't-theirinuga." 

'limo bughed gruffly, ann")"'<~ that she had inturuptcd horn. "You 
know, Mcri, you've changed a bit since the lut tome loaw you." 

"Morcthaoyou,obviO....!y." Mm .... d. "YO!J'r<:stillthcsarnepomp­
ouswyou'vealw:~ysbcen." 

ThU time limo's laugh was 10l1cr, woth a •ligh< warning edge 10 i<. 
•nt ma~adcalwithyou.l'llhircyou,onyouruwn<crms. ifyouc:on <ell 
....,wha<agnosogntllliais." 

Smoo<hly Mm said: ·~no"'S"osi• is when you dntya n<'Urological 
ddi:<:rcvcnwhcnsom~ncgjvcsyouclarproofofi«aincncc.S...yyour 

mororfnnctioruhavebcenaffi:ocdbyaheadinjury,soyour~rbodyis 

porai)7.Cd.S<ill,whcnyoulookdircctlya<yourlcgsandshould&ccth>tthcy 
..-oo'tobeyyourcomman-ds,youmsistthey'rcmOYing.IM:ndingbackand 
fOrth, swingjng up and down. h's suJ>J>O«d to be a fonn ofb..,in Wm~gc, 
burasfar.slcantcllit'sthc.,..-aymosrofuslivcourlivcs." 

Tunogruntcdand.e-tthcuh<n.ybackinthcccm"rofMuiicoffcc. 
ohk. 

"Corn., to my office tomorrow morning." he ~aid. "We>nnt to >tan 

.booungngh<aw:~y. " 

ThU,.,... wh"n Mcri bcpn to .....,,nblc <he Haoe Collcaion. 
The Ha<e Collec<ion w:u a gall~ry of ~ryone who angered her, 

.....-.yoncshc<kspi$cd.Timow:><panofir.:mdduring<hcirpmduaion 
worl!inlondon•hc.dd.-dmaoyorhcrs.Fo<dtcfin<<imeinhcrcar<:er.hc 
IW<cd w on a~ cncmie< among som~ of <he crrw: a production assi,.am 
wbolosoamufCr<apc,ag:tffi:rwho~upb<.,forathom.ingscssion, 
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an editor who ttfu>Cd «> follow in«ruction$. Tin1o 1ook M~r1 Qid~ oc­
cuio~~;l.lly and orde.ro kr to nop ycllins at pt"Opk, and~ would 1in1ply 
lWinsMranp:rt~him,ldling him itwuhis fault 1heywc"' b..hind 
schc<lul~. hi• fault the dirt'Cior w.u luvins a ne,....ouJ breakdown, his faulo 
the documcnwy w.u a diAs1cr. He would yell at her in turn and 1dl her 
thalsincesheW;I.ntcdtobeaproduccrshc:hadloihvclheruponsibility 
if rhinp wa~t wrotlg. lbcn they "•'Otdd both 1hout some mo"' and storm 
oW;I.y :md come lw:k a few minutes larcr rady 10 resume shooting. 

Btnitw.un'tjustherco-worknsshclutcd.lt-..~aW;I.itcrata~t­

foodpl:acewhosnmkc<lwMnslle:occidcntallyspillcdcoff«on her skin. 
low.uhcrrousinl.ccna.'Jhulband,E.skoHarld«men,,.t.olosthir..,mpcr 
when M~ri confromed hin1 obout tho. W;l.y ho. h:ad discmmgcd Lccna from 
going 10 law Khool. h -...,..Gknd.a Ta1c. the o-wik of an ophffialmolog111 
Mcri had '"'"cd dating: spoiled and J"'IUWu. Gknd.a would phone the 
opl>ffialn•olosUton ~nds and 1dl him he W2l ruining h.i.oduldrm's 
li•..s by e. posing rh cm to a woman who worked in tl~cmcnainmcnt buU-

Forrhcfilm'sp<»t-produaionand.-di!ing,McriiO"l'nttolld•inki. 
Tnppcdwith1imoarw:lthec<litoran.dthcdirm:orinallnn.Udarkroom 
dayafterd.y,nightaftcrnight,Mcrirouldn'rhdpaploding.Shcfought 
withTil)H)aboutthcsoundrnilt,th.:~ng.rhesetnC\Itok:o>'C'in,rho. 

sccnestola~om,andthctypcf.tcctobeu5Crlforthco]J"ningcrcdirs 

Thcir biggeu vy;u.mnt was ahour an interview with a nc:urobiolo­
gistwho .. idthatbninresean:hwassornudtinitsinfancyrharall!hc 
rcrrninology used totby might be completely discredited rwcnty yo:ars 
from oow. Mrri and the dir«tor borh fdt the interview "'"s cririal for Ill<' 
documc:nrary"1 babncc, whik Timo a..d the cdiror thought it would kavt­
theaudicnadoubtingthctmthof.,...,rythinginthefilm. 

"We're r~kiog ir out." 'Jimo said, rubbing his cyo Q he look<!d ~W7'/ 
fromtkmonnor."h"Jnot<>]J"ntOdiiCu.<sion. • 

"If you don't k:.vc it in." Mcri said, raising her voice, "you'n:a 
~.,ro_· 

"You'...,callingmeaco~rd?• 

"Yes." 
lnfuri.:ucd, 1he gr:>.bbcd the bag of peanuts from Timo'J lund md 

rhrno>llact"OAthcroorn.Timolaid.hcw:ulin:d,andthen<otld.ayW 
caughranafrcrnoonAighrNcktoLondon. 
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After this, lurdly a w..,k went by without 10m~ 10n of arxumn.t, 
10me oort of fight or conFrontation with 10mebody. The Ha te Collection 
expanded. Meri tcOided a tourist who >t~ on 00 fOOt in Picadilly 
Cin:w. She w~m to Gltnda Tate'• office and told her off in front of 00 
fdlowaa:ountants.ShclostajobataCamdenbookston:forrcfusingto 
serw a rud<: cunoma, and lost ancxh~r job at a mr..-.:1 agency for sm;uhing 
llc:r computer Kre>en with a paperweight when the lntemet wem down. 

Her "'I!C w;u now a pcrpettul explosion, an ~ndlas nova, r.odiating 
furysofarbcyondanyoriginalcawcore.pl<lrlationthatitk'<:mtd"""irdly 
abltrxt, u if it no longer related to anything but itielf. Yet it shamed her 
bitlun it f:ucinattd and enteruincd her. When she: tore u\lo Milton 
Tumerforoayu>gthot FinlandwaspartofSwedcn,cxwh.enU.em:r.dca 
tern~ at a London Nnk beeauie the teller refiu:cd to bclic:ve Helsinki had a 
...tidelcctronicp:ilymmtsy>tem, sllc:CO<JidS«theoomedyofherbduviour, 
thcal»urdiryofusingabazookatodcaracobwtb,auavalanchctofillan 
icebox. h w:u during OOwildcu outbuna thot .he heard most plainly how 
ridiculowU.eaoundtd,andoltn~•hefehhcrxlfdividing, lplining"f"'n· 
One -.,nion of her would shout and r.~mpagc with ut~r linccrity, with a 
F.onarical bdi.,f in ha np,lu~us duty <o .und up for h,....,lf, whik other 
venoonr of her would nep back and ob.serw her tir.atle through a pri•m of 
cn~n<cxlaughtcrordi,.utc,criuquonghcrl"'rformanccfrommany 
difk..,n<anglaatoncc. SN:CO<Jidnc:verJayforsu..,ifhcrangcrwasbe­
)'Ondhcrcontrol:itscemcdtohcrthatshcwasbmhho.:mdcold.both 
dse hdpksr puppet ofh<:r lutrtds and an indulgent m;;u;tcr who could have 
e<cn:iscdfarmo..,rQtf:lintifshcludcho.cntodoso. 

Tohcrsurprisc,shedisco-.,redthatthe"'wercanumbc:rofbc:t>di<J 
eo OOn~ unreuonablc. If •he alicn~tcd mo"' pcopk now, she al50 burlt 
11rongcr friendshiJI'. Before the HatcCollcaion,shchad tritdto maJ.c, 
ruR:cvcryunclikcdhcr,andhad'p=dhc....,]fabitrhinov.:rroom.any 
lukewarmacquaintanca. MostofthoscpcoplcdroppcdaW;>y,andthc 
ones who remained eithtr undemood hcrangcr-undcutood it implicitly, 
wnhoutrcqurnnghcrtomakeoclf-scnoingor oclf-fbgdlatingexcuscs--or 
am:! enough about ha ro find ways to deal with her. Manoin Watcn, 
duringoncofhcrb~oidcsag:~innthcBriti.h,toklhcrinhilsoothing. 

ligbt·~ned ..,;.,., "Honady, Meri, I can ltandlc a touch of bigotry now 
iUidthcn,butdon't)">uthinkthcportionJ you'K.~~enoing=abitlargc?" 

Hcnrn::rratscdthcJubjcaaga.in,andMcri.imprcsscdbyhiJpois.:,wenr 
outofhnw:aytotmnhimmo..,~fullyandm:ornmcndcdhimfora 
job u a production designer a week ~tcr. And the ophdulmolog.st, wbo 
w:u u quiet ar Manoin and cvm mo"' polite, seemed to find her &..,-ups 



lessoffensivethanhibrklus.Hc"-:utheonlyjw::I'SOnallo~toloughot 
Mr when shoe,..., upse1, and imt..ad of growing mo~ furious she would 
grimace and J.milcand Ay with u.igh: "I lmow, I know, I'm an idiot, arc:n't 
I?" 

H~r anger a].., hdp..d Mr in some of her work si tuatklns. Thenpc­
rinlceoflo.ingduujoboinarowoobem:IOOabit.ltuughthnth.:.<lhe 
had 10 """'"'n hendf in 1hc worlr.p~ jw• u the ...,..r:Un..d hcndf with 
M:uvin and <Moph<halmologi<l. lk$1ntnt, howtYtt, wun"<alW;IYJ the: best 
p<Jiicyforhandlingthecgontaniaarontnmntomoltfilmproductiotu,and 
00 temper W:lloomn.imes an OQtl when ~&ad bullying financiers or 
Jtubbom acw members. The film about neurologicd di.<order~, the one 
she: had mWewithTimo, turn..dout better t~ she~ eltp«t..dand did 
verywdlonthc:internationalfestivalcircuit. Thisgo.vcherthech:.nccto 
produce othtt documematics. both in London and Paris, and she began 
to kd that IM:r anger W:ll pw.hing her am:r to a higher k-;d, propelling 
Mr bcyund obstacles that might have defeat..d her when she wu youngn. 
lnstcadofgi"ingupaltcrTimofir..dher,.ltckrptoonactingotherproduc­
en and looking !Or other documentaries, ond rd"uscd to be disuxt..d by 
herbriri"llintsotthebooltstoreandtiKm,-dagency.ThenwhenaFrench 
comp.:my hired hu to m:~kc a film about a P:orisian zoologi>~, .ltcovcra.mc 
alltheproductionproblc:m-noteno.ughmoney,notenoughtime.too 
1mill a <.T<"W-through ailing on hn ~ <Qerves of"'&'" to hdp drive: 
cvc:ryonc fOrwud. And whc:n she produc..d a film on cryp".>g"'phy fOr an 
E.nglishoomp:my.shei"ClCucdthe•hootingfromc:ar.t.srrophebyopp<ll!ng 
dw:: company's d«ision 10 replact the du·.,.::tor, a ~;~lc:m..d young wonun who 
couldn..-.nqut..,hickhercasualdiodainfordw::film'smatnfin.ancien. 

At a doc:umcmory f.,.,;va] in nonlw::rn Norway, ar rhc baJ of the: 1a: 

hotel where most of th" filmmaket1 h:ad go.<hered, Meri ran into Timo and 
had a few be.rs wiili him. He wu, Uw:: noticed. rounder and h.airi~r dun 

"Where are your Vak:ncia pnnuu?w she a:skcd. 
"l go.vcthemup."heAid. 
"Why?" 
~My...,ft:. Whenlprup!>S"<<tohcr.ltehandcdmcalinofthinp/ 

h:ad to change about nt)'Klfbcfon: she: wou.ld AY Y"S·w 
"Smartwoman."Mcrisaid. 
"Fonurutdy I'm pnfta now, refOrmed tn M:'}' ... -ay." 
•Notyourlunds.llw::y"rest:il/disgustinglyh.til)'.w 
•Mywifclikesmyhands.lfiD.,docsn"rhavcaproblcmwirhthem, 

n~ither should you." 



'Ag..,.,.{," Meri s:>id. 'What au you doin' thcx days?" 
"S<Mring up my own production company." He offcmJ ha a cau­

uouo p.mew of his ldi:-pulling grin. "The main office i1 in Hcliink.i, but 
I'd abo liU 10 opm an office in London. lnmuu:d?" 

"In heading )')Uf London office? Arc you sure that"• what )')U w~m? 

l~~ttm<or=all......,didn'tendonouchgoodu:rmsl:utlimc." 

"Iflcutofl"c-.uyonelcYer,-diNat."limos:>id,"l....,.,ldn'tha..., 
anybodylditoworkwi<h." 

Ml:ri look...! a< her lingcmoils. "I knowaactlywhat )')U man," sh. 

N. she fdl:ule.:p in her London A~t. the ophthalmologist •norN 
.~<~ftly~iokhcr,and the pillow bunched upundcrhcrhod,andlhc 
fokbofthccuruinoturnOOthciroh:odowsacnwrhc""iltngandalong<hc 
wsll1 whencvcr a en pai!C"d on the m~t ouuidc. Men ..,tllft! a change 
w:u coming. She Jcmcd thar she~ cooling down, looong the hn< of duo 
lirstpro!ongMcrpiOJion,andJhcdidn'tknowifohc•houldbcple:ucdor 
diJ:.!ppoimOO,cxhilar.unlarth.::laP"'ofanobsQsionorworrirdoha<thc 
obselsionwunowapcrm:mcn<panofha. 

L:ucly<hcHarcColl«rion!uduanOOtoindudcptoplcshclike<l, 
poopk ohc w:~mcd m kttp u ITim<h and colbgucs.. She had bid:cml 
wirh her cx-hu~d's charmiug and in1clligcnt new wifi:, K:mi Am, and 
haden~inapcrrydi..putewithoncoflimo"Jotherpanncn,Pcnni 

.\.bnnon.cn, <JV(:f the daign of d"" company'• bwin<U cards. Shifting her 
hod on <he pillow, 1he rnolved <hot ncx< year she would bring her anger 
undo:rrighrcrrontrol,andmiliiranr.trcgicmolrobcn:ka.cdonlyfor 
h..rbcnelit,cvcnthoughshefi::;tn:dtharthcmon:sherriedtoconuinit, 
m. mon: it would find devious and unpredicrablc ways to erne<&". 

TI.cohadowsofthccuruins rolled over rhcccilins, rnumcd to !heir 
originalpottcm,andthcnrollcdthcoppositcdin:cuon;uuccondcarp;wed 
on the other side of tlw: ro:od. Mcri"a rho..P,u followN rhe •h:odows.. ~nd 
drifted along a dark wn nrce~. She: was w:~lking roward.i h1m now, dippmg 
<W<r rhc ?"Vl'nlcnt, moving through 1he .N-and-blue ah1m n1cr o( the Ncklil 
r>ced.let of rain, acrms the rows of pl~rc-gl:us windows, ~long rhe liquid 
p.amofrhecurvingblackwihood..tandtherubym:lhal""'"ofret=t­
ing r.illighu. And :u a he >pproachcd him, :u oh~ came dooer and closer ro 
the Great H~r~.sh. ftoh dw: pullofav.anaodinrrigui"'abo.rnuahcadof 
00, ;u if .he wu looking imo a face: shecouk!~~tt but never ~iu, or 
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&nmchow making her way blindly but surely through an .. tmxle course of 
invisible c;~rsandhodics,or lookingdcwnat theswingofherlcp;tlong 
the wet pa•emcm while ~ryunc around htr told her lhe W;U paralyu:d, 
Then m. w:nchcd the sh:ldows roll xnrn the ttiling ag:ain, and ihiVCTcd 
.. .;m delight. 
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