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An Episode of Rura l Depopula£ion 

T~~~~!';~~~~~~~:!b~i~::dn::;~::: 
and olmon tooJCh. Th< w:u • long woy from Jack and m~. for our hou~ 
stands at !M h~d of""' gl~n. h is a ca5d~. acoually. • sixtttnoh-«nrury 
_,. howcohat we ha..., lovingly rr:ao....d. llik~ 10 ohink du.o ~•ing 
ohctro...,.halamnualw,mo. 

The cank has no ~n•ry 01 ground I ...d. The door is high in ohe un· 
lwlcdw:..lland w:u originolly reachcd.onlybyoladd~r rhar w:u pullctl up. 
This"~ for dcknsiw P"'J'OIC'· h mad.: me :uuious when the authoritia; 
lll3dc w build a staircaK up 10 !M door. Somco"" might get in, 

lshallnotd.scribcj..d:.Heplaysnopaninthis$10f}'.Hcissimply 
th.c: I"'""" you 1~. if any. Anyw:ay. 1 know no more about him thn you 
OO,o~ning""idcirrdCY:~.ntthingslikcwhthcloolulikenakcdandhabits 

ofohcb.ving·<hc·roothpast....a.p-<>R'kind. 
O..r '""'"'·from which we often ftya!Ug bc::.ringourcnrwined ini· 

tial..IWidsonthccmwnofohill.Tononhand!IOuthofusdochillthrows 
0\Jtoastwoni·runningridgescndasingawa<hofunknownfarmlonds,and 
each ri<!g. is sr:oad by thrttspccial homo which, n:tgether with our,.,_,, 
-mown"" 1hc Higher HouteL I liked to think •"'-• this wu hecaus.e 1hty 
W<R inh.abital by""'"" ond loving couples. it wu nice to know they were 
th.rr,<hcothcrcouplcs.Theirinevit:lbleluppinc.ssustaincdJockondmc. 
S,.oomctridtofohcAbcniccnshirclightwccouldsccdearlyeochofthc 
od...HT>crHOillelandilldistantcouplc,ev<:n<hconesf.>ra..,.ytOW<Itds 
lhr pm mou1h. Boldly, Jack and I would '"""" m 1hcm Hum our tower, 

and when they waved back from balcony or terrace or dormer window we 
"M>Uid fed bkssed, .. though immonals were confuring immonality. 

Down below, the ~ucrn oflh~ ~dds, with littk F.>rmho~ plxnl 
~thcmlikcpromiocs,h..!abc::.uryth:.tllikcdtothinkw:unamrt's 



sympadmic rdl«tion of tht kw<o t~t m:odc coupk. of all w; oouph Tlm 
beauty could oomttima mUc you fttl there was nothing to dread. 

Asl$aid,thttroublccntc~atthcglcnmouth.ln<hc:oldstonc 

C..tc Howc to the euuc lived ••-lt<ll looked the idc:al young couple (IYC) 
)'<>U oec in photographs in an cn:uc agent's window. Hcwou nill boyi$h, bm 
hi<chinandbunocks:usurWyouhtwasre>dyforam;m"sraponsibility. 
She was goldcn-lW~ and eager, abloluldy frff from any Kk.l of the~ bt­
ing a role for a woman 10 fill. Through windows you would glimps- thc:m 
undingAoon,pWicring.Tiw:ywouldbc:oecn topaUStinthcirlabounand 
open champagne, simng CIOii-~ amid tM loving disorder, lna>Ung 
eachothaandthcbrighmesaofan!YCofi.olurc,achwgingkisse•,cyes 
.hining.channinglybard'oot. 

Across <he glen mourh Buchan HoUSt, once the laird'• howc, -
gro.nd ci!Qu];h to have h«n run fur a umcas a "country hoUSt hoed." Whit~ 
haim!Amabd. Fyfc,our ...-.ltc:tOt Higher Howc nci];hbour, had worked thm. 
"You would nor bdicvc thoe..dulr«y," .he would cry, bur I would 

"Writing down d.iffc..,m sumamcswnh rhcirwalding rings niilonl" 
U..,woulduyinarisingshour. 

"T"heyrould he widowund wido,...,rs: I would uy, upcU rowan! 
off evil, or, "Tod>y lou of wiva keep their own rumeo. • 

Still, I w.u gl>d when the hotel failed. Buchan Howc bcamc tlw 
hortKofthtloadsu,as....,calkd tmm aftatheyklt. He had m:ldcmo~ 
mtransportduringthcoilboom,andhisbnrlybodyllilllookcdcramptd 
fromthccabofalorry.lliJfa«wasn\ellllooiUng,butactuallyhc.....snl 
mean.forhccanicdbanknotcsinfotrollsandgavctllcma"'":I.Yfrcdr.A 
fannchild,ohylyaokingtobcbackalinaspon5orcdsilcncctoraiStmo!IC)' 
forcompur~rsatthcochoollowhichU..,wasbuw:d<L:oily,couldn"tbdic.. 

h .. po.mingdown for£2S0anhour. Whenwcfearcdrhar rhcnc:arcor.bop 
and prurofficc,whichwasrnavill~gcocvenmilcsaw•y,wasgoingtoohu~ 
ht bought it :llld kqn it gorng-ar a huge kw, 10 Amabcl "'porud. ADd 
when tJ.., IYC n~td "on~ roadd • proper b.<hroom omo rh.cGaoe Houtr. 
htgornforthcrnche:op. 

ThinMrs.Lo:ods:r.al..-..y>..,.,meddroJft!forrhcdirectors"w.&.• 
tbcromJWtydrnn~rdanu. Hndabor:ucluirsryk:sandarn=dyb.p. 
h"'led shoo did nor l.tsr long in th~ winds and rain and mud of the glra. 
When •randing """'m bcr hu.Nn.l U.., 1~rnltd to look away. 

Mr.Lo..tsa rool<cogoing:ocrolftorhcGatcHou<JCabourtho-. 
and then one day he and the F. male half of <hciYC,. .. ..,oecn kw.ing bc!UDil 
rM pikofit.Mtcrward.yuu noticed when you pcq>ed in rhar !Mrm<>r~­
tioii$WI:~nof.mMr>dvancedandnoonchvcdrhc..,. Am:r.bdrcponoil 
rlurrhcmalchalfwaslivin~;wirhhiJpa..,ntsrnEJion. 



"No id.,. of th~ir duty. the$<: young ono." Amahcl cried. "lt's h~p­
P'"""' lhq'..,aft~r." 

"Happtn=!" My docror h..t pronooi>O:<I the C -word. 
lsum.mcm!, "lt'sallright,thc:ycouldn'tmrl/Jhave lo::rvNeachothc:r, 

for they """'"'' tru>rricd." ~ lump'$ proNbly jun a, you know, swollen 
pd .... 

Soon Buchan Howe fell empty, too. "Divorced him!" Amabd critd 
1n a mia: th>t, h..t God bttn >ittmgon the clouds above Gkt. Buch.tn, 

would lu,..., left Him '" no doubt 1"11 flow wiclctd divor.:a ""'· I m~ 
"""btstloouldofthcdivorcc.Somcpeople ... idthcthingwiththefemak 
lulfof the IYC w:u the lutltRw after a longnrcam of infidelities {a girl in 
CYtf)'rrudtllop),butllik.:dtothinkitw:uhioonlyla!*andMrs.loads. 
di>'orud Mr. b«:.usc she w;u • dcdiattd .oldier in the wnc a use ujxk 
and[, or at ~t I, wagmg tot:al war agamn the enemy, even at the cost of 
htrownluppinw.Herl"'rsistcncewithhcrhighhcc:lsandd>boratchair­
ttyla in t:hefxcofthe &lm wea!hcr had been of a pi«.. wnh this. 

I rook comfon, too, m Darby and }<w!, i.e., Roddy and Amahcl. 
Wttb 1xr headsc:uf and long &lcins and crUp whi1e apron and dog-like shoo, 
Almbd looktd liU a dancmg old prasant woman in a B"'ughel p.>inung, 
though of course withoutth..airofhcing rndy for dd»uchery. D<:!;pitc 
bcionpng<orheariotocrac:yofrhcheanAnubdacruallywuape-asanr,•hc 
and Ri:>ddy luving rUcn from <he farmlands below. They'd spcn< all <heir 
a"'n!;'onluvingalarll"p"'&bric:ucdbuns.Jowbuilton<hcJOulhernridgt, 
pillgi<pas<thcp12Jlning amhoriti.:$asrcp.>irof2Jloldihiding.Theywcrc 
IIIJldo;...;n t:heshoul<kr from meandjacl<, an.d thcirprolimity mode mefttl 
W., as if-...:: lived nei< door to a poli«-ln>toon. Roddy, whi<c-luirtdltltt 
brr,ludaAa<weath..r-rcddcncdFxcuillrcddcrfrombaJ.hflllntss.Whcn 
~ 1polu., which ~ not often, you exp«tcd the mynic ddiv~r~nces of 
Hi&hlmdJCCOndsightbutwhatyouheat<l,in•hurricdl"'lp,~rh~thc 

load lud a nia: eg 10< brcak&n, .on•ething liU Uu1. Their fifty J'\'<111 of 
II>Uricdlifcwtrcahcalthycountcrwo:iglntothcl..oadsadivor«. 

True, without Mr. Lo.:odsi• money the shop and po11 office shut 
down,2Jldthene.trat~nowthirtcc:nmilesaw:oy,butlhatwasthcne«:s­

IK)' rtn. liU slaughtaiog b.ldgcn to p,...,..nt b<wine TB. 
Not that it diminated thewntapon. The m::uto si.ICCUmbwc~ tho: 

NOR.oberu.R.obandBob.Tluog;oyooupkinhabitcdth..OidKirk,which 
load been convened into an open-plan home wi!h a mu rorsiningand cook­
i!tcanddinin&2Jldsle<:ping.Throughalanc<:twindowyoulookcdstn>ight 
-t:hcir""'l)'larg..bed. E.achludcurlybbckhairan.d!hcooltconfiding 
faa:ofaCJCaturcmadc 1obcktP"asa I""· Youwouldsccthemdawdhng 



rog<'lhuon rhe hillsidcs,shirrlcss in fincwcarhcr, givingnchothcrshy 
;milesbut~pcakingrarcly,;uifsp«<:hwt"'n<:dleMfOrhappina.s. Both 
workMin o.nadverrisingo.gcncyinAb"'d'""nandsomehowdid not look 
quirerightinthoir•uiUI:l.'l)'OUs:IWthemdrivingoA"in the morning side 
bysidcintheirBMW. 

The.., come the do.y when Rob WngM on ourdo<>r and as !let him 
intothekitchcn,snugdespircthcr;owsrontwills,hislipspullcdthemsdV<"S 
ba~k into an unoontroUablc grim=. I s=alar his t«tb. so abandonM 
andvulnenblc.ThroughsobshewailM."Bobis<et<:Wingaround." 

Evenmo..,oJarmingly,Bobh.addoneitrightun<krRob'•no..,,rrips 
out of the office "ro ..,ea diem" being in fact visits to the Marine Club 
S:.una,Abcrd'""n. 

Jackw;u ourwm~berc. 

"lwon"tputupwithir.Hes:oysit'<justSCll.butSCllisncverjustscx. 
Bob:mdl=finishM." 

"Quittright," l said 
"1"11 burn thefu~king place down .~ 

ls:o.id, "Youdotbat. 
ls:~id, "Howdidyou find our? ~ 

"I met him in rhc"'. ~ He burst into n~ rears tho.t invited a oonsol­
ingarmaroundhisshouldcro. 

Thcrc W:l.'lasud<knr;oppingonthedoor.lprayedirW:l.'lBob,Bob 
pursuing,Bobrepcmant,Bobwitbmir;oculouspo•••<:rtoexpungewharh.ad 
h.appcnMfromhi.noryand..,instatt<hcircxcmplary,idylliclifcmg<:~hcr. 

But ir """Antabcl brcathku, Amabcl vigorous. "H."• fo.llen," .she 
yelled, and we all. Rob and I and old Am a bel. sprinrM down rhc .shoulder 
of the hill <0 where Roddy had F.tllen from a ladder whilt cleaning guncrs. 
Ourgood-hcatredunanimityofconcernforRoddywassuch a restorative 
afierRob'sdcpr=ingnews 

And S<l wa; Amabel", behaviour afterwards. Roddy had to g<.> per· 
mancnrly into a care home at &nA" where mMico.l a<wnion w .. olwo.ys 
at hand. Bur <hrtt 1im"" a week Amakl walkM rhc 1ix-mile lcngrh of the 
glcnrog<:~rhethricc-wccklyb"'JUStlheglcnrnourhrharwouldukcher 

rovi•irhim, and<hcninthc.,..·cningwalkedthcsi%mile<b..ckupthcglen. 
"WJf.-•dmy,"sheharked.Morcthancver.Amabcl a.ndRoddybecamoour 
bca.con.ln hcrdcar&rniliareyes r liked tod~t<:!:l rhedcvorionandgrcl.tn ... 
ofhe:~.rttharcomcwhcnyou'reold. 

And beside< hcrvi1iting regime, arduous tnough for a wum~n in her 
-"'V<:nties,Arnabelkcpt"phcrhousrkccpingjobarrheShoo<ingl.odgo,for 
shen<:dedthemoncy. 



Th~ Shooting Lodg~ was surplus to req.,ir<:m~ou now th~t th~ 
.-ealdty forftgn dt001~r>""""' tt21Uporud. in from city hotds by f.ast a~S. 
Of d .. o:.>upk who, bought <t. you saw Hugh at windoWl, uaring out, 
bulky~nd untidy but alw.tys with a bow-tic, which allowed you to thtnk 
1..-basic:allydtttrfUlaboutthings.lkwusaidrobc:p~picdwith 

t:ho Picu. lt wu Mariann~. as plump and placid as a sucuufUI nurti;>go:, 
htrh:tirinburniJtedbnidsaroundhcrhad,whoimprcssNhcrsdfupon 
you. All :alo..., in Mr quilred jade~•. she walad the footpaths she knew 11<t 

..dl as though Cltploring th.tm , Her xn:n~ .unik wu a det«nt of grao:, 
:on amhoric:uive wunnc.c dut you and the life you lived were admir.t.blc. 
DuringhcrlongpcriO<U~way, Amabel strode back and forth ..long the 
ric!gcwhowdcttpforpoorHugh. 

No-oncpveanythoughttoMariannclabscnccsuntilduringo""of 
thtmHughdcsa:ndedoffthcb..lconyofthcShootingLodgc:rndsmouhcd 
his head and died. 

"Nm an xct<kno." atd Amabd. 
"Oh, butyousaidhcdt":lllk...llthcnnpticsyouh.dtotakcom,that 

..-.sthcinquest...,rdict,Accidn.t,wcmunn'tdoubtthcpublieamhori-

~· 
"Hcp~ Mr warnmg. • Wen«! from t!.. n.dv abovoc t!.. innoc.cnr 

b,ury offidds :rnd F.trm•, "d>at he would throw him•df to hi• dath the 
wrynatti-sh.cwmtaW;>yto--" 

"Andderlytdation,]"...,alwaysthought." 
"-her 10'1Cr!" With pride and scorn Antabel bawled tM completion 

olOO imt""C.C tO the windJ. "Th..t is wh>.t •he ca!kd it," 
Afterthclongdri...,fromthcctcmatoriumthtorccmaininginh>.bit­

>IIUOfthcHighctHousesgJ-thcrcd atthcShnotingl.odgc.Funcr.>ls•hould 
brinsconwl..tionand,yes,/couldfcdHughh;«/doncmcascrvi«,for(a) 
be could bellt'm ;u • hcroofp:w;..., rc~istantt, a Buddhist monk burmns 
hinudftodathwhilcthcoccupyingforcc.strutmtnumpha!p1'00e$1ion, 
yot (b) hi1 throwing himself from his b..lcony somehow pre-cmptcd my 
dwwing myxiHrom our tower, shouldj:ack ever ]e.;~...,-· By oow we all 
know that M.ariann~. quietly moving•mong u• withohc:rry, had told Hugh 
on thtir marri~gc that •he would spt:nd h.Jf the year with a man who r.m 
ll1mo.t &mu ncarOb:r.n. horn thcblinkcd-a ..... ytean and her quiet bro~n 
~tohcr•n~blclou.youwouldhawthoughtyou"'-=:loolting 
on pod' incarnate--et. v:oluablc le..on in how the Devil di.guises himself. 1 
llidpoinrcdly, "Huanyon~clscnoticcdthroughthe lanc.ctwindowth>.t 

tbo:OidiGrklloorhuroncdandcolla~•inccthcplao.wu.bandon.ed! 

Dmn<Judgcm""tonopno-p/Anbnnt.~ 



Profi:AorLiddcyhcadmurmu~.·t(JJOundeYOiurion:lryJtntcgy 

for a wuman to ha~ !WO mares. Mon: vuiarion in the offSpring. more 
supponforrhcoA'spring,then:fon:mon:chmceofrheoffipringsurviving 
:rndthen:fon:ofher~neslurviving. ~ 

Sonaturc,roo,w.>Jeng.gedinthcco!llpi=yroundcrmincrhc 
mootprcciouorhinginrhcworldoromofit.llookcdrhroughthcFrcnch 
windowsattheM..rhajliOtCOmingintobloom,andkncwth.:.rthisycarir 
would not mike me, u ir usu:ally strikes people, u mon: purple than cvn 
bd"ore. 

•sm.hthai.n'tgoranychildn:n."W»rhebestprototlrouldm:rn· 
ago:, wo lot~dly bft::alUC' Marian..., rumed and p~ me one ofhcr mhancing 
smilo. 

Prof"fSSrliclclcyhcad.whohaddashingsidd,urns,livedinthcOid 
M on$<:. His wife, a prcrry linlc wonran, had brcn hi1 KCrcrary and still was. 
ina.,.,...y.Hcw.>Jbonyandra!l,andhistrou$Crs~renevccrlongcnough. 

You would ..,. him purring rubbish into the bin furtively, u though this 
""'renotrobccoumedupanofrhclifcofProfworliddcyhcad. 

He and l hadi!rolledoutthroughthcfrenchwindow.roalitdt 
Jtoncseao:ina•hdrcrtha.lladacanopyofantlcrLHcutOO..·nandparral 
theJOrformcrojoinhrm.andwhm l did,thchandtharlladpanalth. 
""''"lw::czedmycrmch 

ls:>.id.•t,thrJ.ound~lutionary~tnrcgy,roo?" 

Hiscyr:stui'VC)"'dnur~ar'srcsarchbndgctortheaudienccato 

learned conkrcncc. "There is a good deal of supporr for the k.in-sdtaioa 
hypothesis,accordingrowhichthatpurofrhcpopulariunwirhadispooi­
rionrowards~aualanJwrrhrhos..ofthcsamc~n<krrcndsroronuibon• 

raourasto theolfJpnnsofirs•ibliJ>ss.wrrhwhom,ofrourx,i<.bara 
gcnar,thctd"on:F.rrcilituinsrhuurviwlofiaown~ • Myquotionm• 
ha"" nxhed him uronscnr, for u he 1pokt hcl<[u«U'd and nroked"""" 
$)'3fc:m:ltically. 

"Bu<rhisisinliddiry h'snotrigh<." 
·t~fubliry? Rr:lot!' t ....... sjanc Good.:oll,pc~rscly attrihuringf..di., 

ru chimJ"""lttS {nor. alu, mun..gamouo) inot~3d of conlining her sciconic 
rcpomro<hcirovcrrbchaviour. 

•tr"o only gay," he snappo:<!, hi< faa ~anng its raking-our-m.. 
rubbUhlool<,as!J';lflindoollOforrJ"'I"withJacl<.O.....thcgkn ...... 
darkdoudsrolledinlikealong-F.rtedinva<ion,andgrear5"su$pbrrntll 
nindropa. Jrl and I bcpn the drivr b.><:k roour rnwcctthrough • '-" 
madstmmthatmadcrhcwhok:gk:napbccofhorroranddoob.U.O... 
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Bm naml<' h:ad iu po<'lic rrwng~ on one who lud mJUCrip<M i1 
to undumine lov.,. I le:r.mM the na1 d.y th>< ilie ~oorm bi<W down an 
~nt Scms pmc onto the Old Man~. call.fmg m~nry 10 killl'rof"»>r 
~:uhclay<nhisl...d. WhcnAm:~bd<oldmeili>< hiowifi,,whom 
_,.wnomo..,(IOrW!wlnooneinlkglen<ob.~oo),fUIVivnl 

bca ..... lhcy ol"l't in Jq><Jn<c room•. l w:u wo.rmM by an even s<ronser 
omxofanupholdtngplan. 

And 10 ""'"' kf<, in,[.., Higher Ho~. ju.<tj:o<;k and l plu>Amabd, 
,.hollillvi•itMherROOdyilioicc-WttlclyandJOmctJmc:s!wlhtmddi..etal 
home by ambulance for wcck..nd>. In wm~ ways th'"f<' wuc nm b:ad ~rL 
(I)Jxkandl """'nolonP>"riUfrotJndcdbycoupla.....t.o.crichnC$11of 
cortJ~CC~ioomadcu,frdalthoughaO«:ft:'lWO.Ib.ingwiilihddfromus.(1) 

H"Sit'•de:uh (I'd bttn sun: befon: du.o irlwl done me a ~rvicd) activau:~l 
1 J(CfCI self·heoling mechanism tha< dJSinfcctM Glen BJKhan by cauoing 
Mmannc m mOYe 10 Flonda. She IIM her husband's .U.a. which, from 
bdow,weh:adwarchWhcrscoucrinrolherhododcndronsfromhisfatal 
boalmny,aquccnd.ispwsingfa>"OUI1;1hcaboal»ndoncd~Plmonfarmer, 

whomllikedro<hinkofa.ssuffcringallthehorriblcpangsf'dsulkrifjKk 
kftonc,forhchadber:nmmplicitinadulrcry.(3)1unabd'ocontinuing 
tkvotiontoROOdywa.sacontinningin•piration.(4)Thcrcwaschccn!lg 
news in the Ptm lf1fl/,}<t",.,.'b.Nt the Marine Onb lud burned down. The 
rcportofRob'itrialsatcdthathclmugg!Winf'M'Offin.jnnan<Khcr~non 
anying a plastic mincr.ol W>.<Cr bonl"- The bodia of .0. nak..d men ""'"' 
foundinthcruin!.AilthcKsignocncouragWmnfidcnccrhatonrlovc 
.....Id.......; ..... 

Then on one of hi• weekend visi<S home Roddy cnwlnl m~ mile 
alongtheridP>"<oourcastkandyelpc<lupouruonestaircuciliotAm:ahd 
.... d~. 

~""'n'1, bm .he'd hadanrokc. Roddyw:u whi1kM back to his 
arr home and a social worker, who w:u young and ~·f:.ccd and ca.llnl 
pmplt by rhcir Chrisrian nama, cune 10 arrange for Anubd 10 follow. 
Mubd'11pttCh, bcau.st of rhc nrob,....., <n.comprd>ensible 10 he., to I . ..,..,_ 

"Gurgh uum K)"'OJ""<'"' gurghJhyash mep nencrth ~y.• 
"Solong:ulc:~nb.wiilihim,thar'sallrhatmanerstom~." 

lfl n:ponffl rhar ;~~~ ....rut1 Jhc'd imcndcd to ~rk. who would be the ...., 
lun:lbd, ya, bur Jhc h:ad no mouThpiece: but me 
Hcrcya;""'n:justorhswilhcolourandmobiliry. 



ThcJOCial worker's voice tinkled, "Did )VU cuch w~r 1\m~bd Q>d, 

T~rrllncd " 

I stared at the lurid or.mgc ~nd ydlow sworls of AmabeJ', ""'l''" and 
heard myvlf '"-Y• "Whar M,., FJft ... id, Ms. P..ruxlr, is, 'I've done my dury 
m him. S..nd rTK ro Penh, ]'...,my sister li~es there.'" 

Why, oh why, did I uy it? In a nOO of .df-juscificatlon I all~ 
mad nuxon11lik, flo""'J u rht bnt po/K'f and Tht truth .NU ,.,.,/r~ JOUfirt 
oor:udcinmymind,butactually l wasan.cologicalcriminal. I'd made a 
va.n hok in rM orooe la~r r~t pro!<CU Glm Buc~n. 

Anubd n.oddd. with h..r old vigour and .,...... put down for a """' 
ho<TK n.cat Perth, ooe hut>dml miks from Mr Roddy. I cumforttd my 
guilryconscicncchyrdlmingtltn•h..mighrhavcbttnablctoronuadia 
mcbywritingdownlocrcvilwish. 

Aslsawthcr.-·m-faadJOCio.lworkeromher•ing-songvoic..ddiv­
cn:dthcfinalblow:"lt'iavalidchoicc,Terr;~n«,thatfcnulcdicntsdoofrm 

dmo.c as ..-gards th.. are accommodation optio<U "' ~rds rhcrrudvu 
2nd tOOrhu"-'ds." 

Soth..evidcncc:is:~g:lin•tus,Jackandme.Fromourcastlcatth..hcad 
ofthcglcnwc lookouruponthcruinoofthcoth~rHighcrHoUSCI,and l 
suuggk to =.lis.. th:.<Jxk is :octually holding my hand. 1 n=ll <M couples 
wo.on«w:oVft!ro.andlshr....,ratthchugedi.fi.guringsuipesJpreadingoa 
U..hollsrnavarictyofgrun•,uiftheyan:rhcvisiblcmanrl'esa.tionoffoot 
andmourhd~cncirclmg2lluninfcctcdcncb.vct~rm"''incvitably 

succumb, though! knowthcya..,onlyco.....Jbycontro\lcdburnings,in 
diffcrtrtt rears, fOr,], W<e of the game bird.. The f.umlands bdow :m no 
Longerin<heirbt::tury2llomwardap~ronofourlovcbtuaglimpscoi 
:>nOth.r world, pcrfccr, unan:linabk, """'""" unknown people an: h3m 
Bur wo. do our host, Jock and ], wo. ignore the evidence. as wo. ~...., dtw 
fnrrhirry}'t'ars,andW<'f!yourbra...,R:~gwithourinitiabcmwrncd. 
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