
F ICTION 

R ONALD fRAME 

The Roup 

Ii,~~~H~YB~·~c~~·:~·;~~;~:===: .. of~p<cmkr, 
A'roup,':uthcloaiJin th>tcorncrof~rthshi..,a.Jlffiit,anold 

Sco!Jword f'or ·~uaion' 
llM:windowsofthcoldhouscs~>!tMproccMionofc:mon 

<he driveway, raising white du01. The front doon, thrown "I"'"· P"''J..d. 
Down rhat Amc dri~y to Toulfeom lwl come ho=.di<IWII car~ 
ondpony-pullcdgO>'cmm-cam,thcnrhcchar>banaofvisitors,during 
!bat b.icf period when dK ho~ :admiunl d .. oick<"t..d public. 

n.., owncn h.d tried ~rything d.., m makr the plxc pay. TI>c 
>ilitors{6d a rimc)onlybroughtwnrandtcar,though,:mdit...run'tlollg 
bJoretlw..., .. ru..,ccu.d,likc:allrhcotMI"'. 

Thcn a.mc the S..Cond w~r. and even k:mcr tim es. 1M Michia' 
~!Cr,Oavina,inhcritcd,andthccs~:~tclxcamchnroporuibility.Shc 

n11.n only child; her late mother wa. gbd enough m call D2vina a 'blue 
ROdcins,'~nthoughth.:nw2.m'tO..vina'•drsc:riptionofhe.Ylf_ 

5M mam..d an okkr man,lulf way to dK "S" her forM. would ho.r 
bm.,whopubli.J•rdporuybook.s andlivcdinhismindmo"'thanhrdid 
in thr maorrial world. Guy Ch>ponan J'<'rsuadcd his young wifi.: ro pm in 
., much of her tim~ in London a. sh~ could: wh~n~~• 1hey ""'"'obliged 
lOCO""' up 10 Scorbnd he tried ro cope, as wdl u an un..,formcd uri)Qnite 
muld, with d~ rut:tl monef'l which pmxcupied her a< Cam beg. 

E>U)'\hing D.lvi,.. O..pman wro1e, fiction and bdla lenn::o and 
journalism, w.u wrinen to urn money, which sh~ would Spt'nd on keeping 
tho: bow.: just in a l!;ltc of d«~m "'l"'ir. lmpronmcnu were beyond her. 
SlwfthobeW3Sendlessly~kmgintoapk,orswimmingogainnastrong 
CU!rtnt. She. was up ag>.inst something worse dun circumst211a-1he w.u 
llnlg:linginthrtccthofiDmrinvincibkforuofn>tu"'. 



Th~ hou .. would ulumatdy gn th~ Mnor of hcr, she w;oo sure, 
beaus..;, fd1 bn111yo:l. One.. it u..d IQ h~vc gbmour, :m~~~~~~ ~bom it. h 
"._spoken ~bou• in m~ same b=lh u Euonrigand !M Place: o' M:ochcn, 
even •orn ... imOJ Killi01irurnquiW\ (K'quh.:m). The r~ncy-dr.:ss f»1"'"' of the 
p.>ll, when 1hc r=s w•"~ fOJtoonnl wi1h Chin...: l~rucrns, wrrc !till r:r.l~al 
~bom. n.., roonu ....d <o«howith lil....,rychancr:rnd laughter: louof 
!aught...,, 

Shcwm•e:urdwm<e,uyingtopuufyh...xlfmthchou ... Shcwro•c 
.. rious nowls. She wrorc CQrnic ch .. actcr •kcrch..s for~ nrw•P"I"''· ~nd 
r«ydni!MmforAmcric:anand~W. rnagnin.,.Sh.,wcnt plaa:o.,rnd 
wrotctru,mupin<o<ra,-danocks.Shcancmp<nltoc:xplainEuropnn.ornd 
<hcircxo.mric'u"onutothcgoodfolkofBalumo,..,:rndS<. Lom•and 
Calg;ary, Alberta, She trin! f.rru;ooy. A mmaruic bo<.lio.·ripl"'•· A dnld,..,n'• 
$101}' bool<, and a ..-rond. Shc dabbkd wilh a link horror. She pt~blishn:l 
a bricfhi,.ory of d"' hou .. ,.,.,If, and :rn:hiw phou.,.;IIIJ>hs ~ppon:d m dr.c 
preuropublidui<..Shcwmrconsubj«tsWkn.rwliuJcabou<,5ucha~ 

racing and (~en la.) F.uhion. A< a couple of schools in lhc E:r.srcrn S=es 
shcraughtaduhpupilswillingrop.>yforhcrgui<lanahowmrcad:urdhow 
to communicuc Urcirthoughu via'"" p;~gc. She wrote plaJI' and r:r.lb fix 
BBC~:~dioinlondon 

Shcdidjustaboutbloody ... crydling. 

For~whilcshc tried to let h.:olftru, houoc, meaning the rcnantsco 
shar~halfthcrunningcoouwithhcr.llutthcrc"'...sarunofmi.tnndcmand· 
ing~,a.nd•hc~,..,li..-irohcridofsuchdio:ogrceablcpcoplc. 

Shcarncdo11. 
WhcnGuydicdandshcfoundhcrsdfaloncagaon,.drctronlmlind 

oonwlatinnin <hchouoc. But itSttmtd tobcpunishinghcr.Thc,..,wcn 
voices trapped imidcC\o'crroorn: hcrmoth.,r's, hcrF.nhcr's.hcrfalhril 
Bordenro<Uiru"whou<cdtooo""':oboutthcplacc>. 

10ulfcam ~a houoc of rnoods. Sornetima it bcc:;.,nc at silcm•• 
morgue, and .drc h:td to tUtu on the !'lldio to hear hum>n >'lliccs and chm 
hc.,.,lfup.Fromootsidc,onccsunl'&htrn(wcdoffthcf..yr.dc,thchoulr 
cot~ldlookvcrysornbrcandrcpro;ochiULI'#,.rrq/.rtWw.No,shccotlnrcr.d. 

I wu trying to e-~rn money. Yo11. wuuk up stontJ, ~" mvmtrJ Prhrr '­
llMpaplno;"' '" thmt, whilulltlvmnt""' """"' Wllilr>rgfo•~~ atri>t..J 
4rMJnww.y. Did11'1 you hear wlut I just said! Yo11. ., .. ,.. tot1 biUJ ~ 
JIIUt!~/f"Jmgtot•«h'WF]"wdPjpl'llUt~"(ll"/d,'Nl"ltr"tJIIUn.rf• 
~ur >~/foh flfrlflry lift. Oh, what~ the goddarn point! lt "'-as hopclm 
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The nut morning .M picked up chc phone and dialled the numb..r 
of'd.eeru.teagent. "lha,.,.,aproprttylwishtoputon themadret." 

Shctudtow:manothcrlivcmontlubcforeasakwasconcludcd.. 
The buyer bat down on pncc. He was a P,nh bwinessm:m. calkd 

Dochcrty: former g=ngmccr roow 'vegetable 1uppl;c. diltriburor,' and loc:d 
boym:adcgood.(Orptrhapsnorall'good.'Someproplcroundaboutlud 
Ions memories. and rcmcmb..rcd f>.lk of rubber c~ues and lwns on d>t 
nm:r-nevcrswm;-talkcdourofoldladia.) 

Nowhisnamcrcgularlyappar<:<liorhc prcssuab..ncfacmr,givcn 
topubliciry-anrac<ingchnirablcconcems. Burlirst and foremost Ken 
Dochcnyw:uamanofcommcru. 

He wanted lOulfearn'•land, bo1h arable and wild, and abo iu Jtock 
oftimbcr.Hconlyvic-.o~thchouoci...dfonccbcforchep•n•n•nolfcr,and 
lftlltnolon"'rrhanrw.:myminutabri.ldypaingthroughthcmom.L 

'They~ Jhe wuuld vx:u:c the pn:miles in anochn coupk: of 
....,nrN'tinw:. 

"h'lllx a wrench; Davina Chapman said, but kh she - lxmg 
onlyhalf-ho~tabouttho.mauer. 

Only a uny fraction of what w:u in the houoc would lit into a com­
paaoparrmcminEdmburgl>.hw:udifficultmchoo,.,whattotakeand 
.. +u.t to luYI!. and so it 5c<:mcd easier ro Davina to put everything, •lithe 
comcntJ.. up for sale, and m'"'" from .<e,.,.tch with new purchases, a new 
looktohtrlifcalrogcthcr. 

NC'W$ofaJakofcomcnusp<e>d quicklyxi'OS$theCO<Jnty. The 
auaion«rswcreOOicgcdbycnquiric:.. 

TheJWOoptndayswcrcorg>-nizcdbyinvitation.Acouplcofdoun 
pot>plt were admitted ""''Y hour. Thc floo..OO..rds groaned with the unac­
~ P"'"""' on d..,., Thc doors ,.,..pcd, wh~eh was their w:~.y of 
Dlllllpbininltbout the ro-ingo and ffo.-ings. Thc wtndow sashes ~er=:hcd 
•JIMPicm...lef..,,lhouungoun.idctothcirfi-imdtandcollcagucs.Soot 
S.Odownach•mncy,landtngwithudis:~ppmvingrhudinrhchcarth,sc:at­
tmnl pcopk out of th~t room. (The morning room.) A man who upped 
011 panellin1Jont a mouse sc:amptnng bcrwun his ankles, and dnrcd rhlfr 
n;x>l!l, (lliC east bedroom.) The chill on the top floor imensilicd in the 
mai&' dormnory, etllcd rh~ lo ng room: a room for long maids, somtt>n~ 
quippcd,bmrkbughterth>tfoUowcddidn'the>tthingsupany.·lileJ 
olid-w:mldowntkrooffornoapparcnt reuon;"""-ICrpiptS,.,.ttlcdnois­
il,- iruod. !heir casings as tho. public av;~.ilcd 1hcmsclva of WC. and wash ... ~ 



There:-~ SC'~ for 10mc, fOr rho« anuned to armosphcria, rh.>.• 
rkhou.o:-tQisrinsrhem. Reuonenough10un~ulea fewoft~­
lhoughrhey,.,..,~n'r:asunsnrlcd:asrhehol.Liol'i!Sd[ 

O..rtheyran,:asonegenerotioninlu:ritcdftomanorher,thchol.Liol' 
had become g"'ndcr. h acqui~ hartlemenu, a couple of round turrcu. 
e-cn a couple of cuy.uids by the front door. The style w:u a miohm:ash. 
Pevsncr'oarchitcctur.:olsuidcbookdcocribcdtbcproperty,scnlcdiniu 
hollow,u"nurlingpmcnsioru."RcdcrccpcrCO>'eredtheW1oli.Jiikcadccp 
suilty bhuh, bur d>OIC twO aloof aryatido seemed to~ ~ns bctwcm 
tkir Hony oclvcs: better 10 nunc JOdding p~msionsrh:.n notlo :aspi~ at 

.u. 

TI.e gle w.u m be: held in the largcot room, which w:u--or had 
h«n-thcdr:.wing-room 

The~had b«:nlifocd,andJOmcof<kiUrniru..,~ m 
othc:r room1. An imptompuo plufonn wascoru<rucrc<l !Tom 01111l&C' bou:l, 
IOth:.oohcauctionttrarhispodiumrouldbc:~ttnftomtkY<'ry~k.. 

The public,gt in rows, mostly on ohe foldingcham prVYid<:<l. Some 
of them, with ainand graus, prd'cnal tO $<:at thc:msc:lves in state in labc:llcd 
armchairs, which were included in the sale 

There we~ SL> many people p~scnt <hat they we~ :o.liO having to 
stand, tlu: loU<:hcr ones loning with amu amocd ;,pi not the w:r.lls 

The air w.u .ale and dose, evc:n with rhc windo.,... open, and itw:u 
~mngwarmcrallthctimc. 

Shodf«td:mcmlonrt..,ban.b<w-ds.{Parqucrhadbc:mtheopOort 
onlyforthcdining-room-theorigmalbuildcrhadb«nhalflruh,wn!t 
l"rrybuildinginhi.sgc,.,_whe~itw:uatimpkrmanertoaccom~ 

adanctorctilidh.)O<::a.lionallyin<hepasr:asmanyassi•rymiglnbc:.,.._ 
rcrrainedinrhisroom,ahhoughitw:uconsidcrffiasquash,Today,byt""' 
o'doc:k, t!tcr. w:u • crowd of •• lean one hund~ a"d rwr:nry. AI; tlu: sal< 
got under w:~.y, a few st-;tned !O le:ove-thcdi!Wppoin!ed ones, outbid-but 
othersamc:into<q>laarilem,andrhenumbc:rw:uincreasing.Jirhcrirtl(. 
ByluJf-p3SttwO,rhcrtmw<haV<'h«nahundrffiand6fty.l'hosewhohod 
h«n•bletogetholdofaliltoflotsuocdthemu&nJ.A&int,3ndfaintly 
troubling, miasma of dwt hung in the air, ktpt in tu pl;oa: lW <kcadc:s ~ 
the carpru and (eh under~y and by'"" quiet ways of the owncn. 
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Th~ ~uc1ion'""r en0011.-.gnl his ~udim'"" 10 bid, consuhnl his an­
noaon;l runnmg ortkr, wllispnnloo hi• ai<k and nodded 10 the job mm, 
oimn;l q hish as he could wilh .he pri«s-~TIU. iJ a very nR'opportunily 
mown ... ," he wuuld chivvy ohepuntcD-aRd brought 1he hammer lhun­
drring down on 10 hit g:""d with jnJt a hino of !an-moment nolucr.mcc. 
"Sold 111 •••• " The na~ w.,; lilin by ano1her U$iJ1am, or jounl down by 
tf>c, putdwcr and M:nl "'""~·but by !hat tim( they wrre on ro the """' ... 

One after ano1her the po.<S<:~.Sion• """R' JOid. ThoM: which fi:U be­
lowthcirr...,rvcpriccwcR'SQidaloo,bccmM:rhcvendorhadputinal:orc 
in.nructionthatnothing•houldbelcft. 

Ar a ccrtaon poinr Oavina Chapnun, n« M1clnc, appeared in 
proon, once she knew rhat n w;u mo l:ote and procccd•ngs couldn'< be 
halted, .he mull ~ithcr conunuc w:olking about !he prden or come inJ.i<k 
an.dfxcthcmuJ.i.c.AJ.hecmcrallhcroom,bc:;.WiurnalandttM:R'W2Sa 
arncn'-fmp,athctic:-t.hilting of r.,. and a dckrc:mial inching of ch:Ur:s 
~orNdtorsi<kwa)'l. No (ohe.,..ikd), noth..nkyou,ahewouldn'r 
acupcadu.ir,l-iM:WOOJldjunttandhcttquinlyonlheaiddillG,thankynt~, 
andw::uch,w:uchadlybur:ucou~yasahecould. 

Therewouamxhcrlll<rYanemoffi:,.,andarK><hcrgeiM:nlrqJOSition­
insofthechoira.TheaUCiionccrp,au.oal.,Wcingadv:onragcoflhcdiJtraction 
in th. room to dnnk from a rumbler of w:atcr and ro clear his throaL 

Anothtr e1gluy-odd Ion to go. While intending bidden w:oited, rill 
thcyg<X wi1hin a shout of their own number, they looked about them. Soon 
all thi1would be gone. Thccomcnu, thcambicn~nd pcrh..Jl5aloo the 
houoe..Bcforcthcsalcgo•undcrw:.y,rumour:swcn:btingpaSM:daround 
from row ro row, d~a1 the new owner might decide 10 pull1hc hou>r down 
t.cm.. Scotland unmanagablc ho!Ue$ wen: being demolished, bccau>r if 
W3l W J.impkll w:ay. They"""' 100 big f"or modern familic:l to live: in, 
an.dlixallthcrnumyou""rclikcly!ogctonyourmoneyyou moghr;li 
...JI'WldonaltrtttCOfncrh..ndingoutfiftypoundbanknolcstopcrfi:a 
anngon.Bcucrrobedccisivc:abomrhcmaner.Clllyourloucs.R:w::rhe ..... 

NoonecouldR':Idl(,nOochcrty'omindthisaflunoon.Bu<hi.stya' 
wrc pnus1ng the room in a though dUI w:.y: :u if he couldn't quite believe: 
his pi fonunc, Of;li ifhew;uaw:arcofhiJown <re>chery, bcau>r in an­
od.ct!hrccorfour month .. 1ime rhe house would btgone. Alrcrnativdy, he 
muld rcd~CCCO$U even more, by simply abandoning the hou>r and letting 
i1 rot. HO. two undcs had been fircbt=d oommunim in IIIC'ir rime, and 
pnhapstheirntphcwwouldhavcbccnoonten• ford!C'Ifu.kcstowitncu 



~ry day---in the form of cwmblinguonc and monar-thedownlall of a 
~ncrarcdus. 

Then: they all were, ooU=cd in tlm one sp;~a, the dnwing-room 
whichlwlb«nrheg!llndestroominagnndhousc. 

They ... -ere all rhere for rhc roup. The nosey p~rkc~nd the ones 
wholudlosroutonpurchuingthecstatc--andthcantiquc:sde>Jcrswho 
w.~.nrcdtobuyaschapastlw:yoould-ndthcm«ryfolkwhoh.daiWllys 

coruidcrcd the Michin got above thcmsdvu--and the Nationil Truil 
f.>tu:-gr.~no:kc who had failed to n:oommend, oome ynn ago, that thcTrwt 
ul<c it on-nd tome of the JP0"gct5 who had ac.aptcd the O!apnun1' 
ho~it.ality, ... ·hen d~e going was good and the weather ... ;u fair-and tk 
new owner plw Mark ll wik, with thcirbro:od snmlu, smugly s:nisficd wnh 
their llchi~mcm-nd a lundful of rctainns of yore. the ones who 1w1 
dcmandcdtohavethcirwagc:suppcdinthcncw l'eicc andwhohadonly 
hdpcdtohastcntheincvitOiblc. 

There they ill were. Noncoftbcm,notonc:, was a friend rod.: 
oo. •. 

That was the state of play on this un..:::uonablydemenr autumn~ 
in\977. 

The windows oon<inucd to stare, but now sec'mcd 10 be stari"' 
inw.1rdly. The rwostoncc;uy~tids, on cithcrsideofthc front doors, might 
h.lvc been turning 10 look at one another-and poi!ihly did-with bocb 
ilirmandrcaignationchisellcdonthcirstatdyf..ccs. 

Firsr, a cracking noise. And then rM duir1 tip over as Aoorbo.ud. 
splita..dgoAying.Wild~Unicbrnksom.Scrntntnga..dshotJring.:u.­

a..drnoreofthclloorgi"""wzr·l'coplcgnhonroeachorhcr,orul<c6n!Uir 
ofcrnptyair.Apiropmsupandswa.llowsrhcm.Evct'}"Oncwhoh:uCOfll! 
to rriumph. ro gloar, down rhcy go! Those who rhonghr they were rid rJ 
thchousc,oncw-~yoranmhcr,lcl rhcrn ructhe!lC<.>mplac..ncy! 

Toulfc:unl"''fortnsrh.ul<im.:ucp.>nyrridc:itintplod.::ssp«~ 

larly. 
Lou<kr tlun the ydls and shr~lu :and human cacophony. d.t In. 

leu rip. splining iu Jida wuh buglucr. 
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